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TO 


HIS   EOTAL   HIGHNESS 
PEINCE  OF  WALES,  E.G., 


Sib, 

My  attempt  to  write  a  History  of  England  more  in  muaon  with  the 
requirements  of  the  present  age  than  the  Histories,  still  in  common  use,  which 
were  published  in  the  last  century,  has  reached  its  close,  after  a  continuous 
labour  of  long  duration.  My  work  is  concluded  at  the  period  when  your 
Boyal  Highness  is  about  to  complete  your  twenty-first  year.  On  this 
aui^icious  Birth-day  I  present  this  History  to  your  Boyal  Highness, 
dedicating  it  to  you  with  profound  respect. 

The  History  of  our  country  thus  soliciting  your  Boyal  Highness's 
gradous  reception  was  entitled  ''Popular,"  as  being  intended  to  form  a 
History  of  the  People  as  well  as  a  History  of  the  State.  In  tracing  the 
gradual  adyance  of  this  People  out  of  slaveiy,  fexidsl  oppression,  and 
regal  despotism,  to  the  attainment  of  equal  justice  and  well-guarded  rights, 
my  duty  has  been  to  show  how  the  union  of  Liberty  with  Order  has  at 
length  made  the  British  Throne  the  securest  in  the  world,  reposing  upon 
deep-rooted  institutions,  possessing   that  capacity  for  safe  because  gradual 
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Ti  DEDICATION, 

deTelopment,   which,  at  eveiy  stage   of   our    national  progress,  has  been 
fruitful  in  salutary  improvement. 

Humbly  acknowledging  the  bounty  of  that  Proyidenoe  which  has  con- 
ducted this  nation  to  a  period  of  unexampled  repose,  apparent  safety,  and 
manifest  prosperity,  I  echo  the  universal  feeUng  in  expressing  my  convic- 
tion that  to  the  constitutional  principles  and  public  virtues  of  the  Queen,  and 
to  the  great  example  of  private  excellence  exhibited  by  Her  Majesty  and  the 
deeply-lamented  Prince  Consort,  we  owe  very  much  of  the  good  we  now 
enjoy.  Those  social  ameliorations  which  have  been  the  happiest  characteristics 
of  the  Queen's  beneficent  reign,  and  which  it  was  the  unwearied  endeavour  of 
your  Royal  Highness's  illustrious  Father  to  promote,  will,  I  have  the  assured 
belief,  receive  a  new  impulse  from  your  Royal  Highness's  fostering  care. 

With  the  earnest  prayer  that  by  the  Divine  Blessing  your  Royal  Highness 
may  be  strengthened  in  every  patriotic  work,  and  may  live  long  in  the 
enjoyment  of  all  domestic  happiness,  surrounded  by  the  affections  of  the 
People, 

I  have  the  honour  to  subscribe  myself. 

Your  Royal  Highness's  obliged  and  devoted  Servant, 

CHARLES  KNIGHT. 

November,  1862. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

War  with  the  United  States— Federal  govemment— States  composing  the  Federal  Union — The 
Democratic  Party — War  declared — Remonstrance  of  Massachusetts — ^Popular  Tiolence — 
Extrayagant  hopes — Effects  of  the  War  upon  American  commerce— Cotton — ^Two  inTasions 
of  Ganada  defeated — Employment  of  Indians  by  the  BritLsh — Naval  successes  of  the 
Americans — ^Larger  build  of  the  American  frigates — The  single  combat  of  the  Shannon 
and  the  Chesapeake — Campaigns  in  Canada— Barbarous  system  of  warfare — ^American 
diffieulties— Threats  of  secession  by  New  England  States— Prophetic  fears  of  Jefferson — 
Peninsular  troops  sent  to  America — ^Attack  upon  Washington— Non-warlike  buildings 
destroyed— Failure  of  sir  John  Prevost  at  Plattsburg — Sir  Edward  Pakenham's  attack  on 
New  Orleans — His  defeat  and  death— Eetreat  of  the  British- The  War  ended  by  the 
news  of  the  Peace  of  Ghent. 

Thb  Diary  of  Mr.  Abbot,  the  Speaker,  for  the  month  of  March,  1815, 
contains  brief  but  remarkable  entries  vrhich  may  suggest  some  notion  of  the 
agitation  of  the  public  mind  when  the  news  came  of  two  most  unexpected 
and  untoward  events. 

''March  8th. — News  arrived  this  day  of  the  failure  of  the  attack  on  New 
Orleans ;  and  the  loss  of  general  Fakenham,  general  Qibbs,  and  2500  men 
killed  and  wounded." 

.  "  March  10th. — News  arrived  of  Bonaparte  having  escaped  from  Elba,  and 
landing  at  Antibes,  with  1000  men." 

The  second  startling  piece  of  intelligence,  following  so  close  upon  the 
annonncement  of  a  great  defeat  of  the  British  army  in  America,  might  have 
suggested  to  many  a  belief  that  the  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  signed  at  Ghent  on  the  24th  of 
December,  had  not  been  ratified;  that  the  escape  of  Bonaparte  bad  been 
anticipated  by  his  democratic  friends  in  America ;  and  that  a  war  in  both 
hemispheres  would  make  the  peace  as  perishable  as  ''The  Temple  of 
Concord,"  splendid  with  lamps  and  fireworks  for  a  few  hours,  upon  which 
the  people  had  gazed  in  the  Green  Park  on  the  night  of  the  Ist  of  August. 
The  Peace  of  Ghent  had  nevertheless  been  duly  ratified.  In  the  days  before 
steam  communication,  news  from  Europe  did  not  reach  the  United  States  in 
less  than  seven  or  eight  weeks.  Port  Mobile,  at  one  of  the  mouths  of  the 
Miaaissippi,  had  been  surrendered  to  the  British  on  the  11th  of  Pebniary. 
The  news  of  the  conclusion  of  peace  between  the  plenipotentiaries  at  Ghent 
was  received  in  the  States  on  the  14th  of  February. 
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2  FEDERAL  GOVERNMElSrr  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.  [1812. 

We  now  propose,  as  intimated  in  our  previous  volume,  to  review  the 
progress  of  this  unhappy  war  with  the  United  States.*  To  render  this 
narrative  more  intelligihle,  we  shall  take  a  brief  view  of  the  position  of  the 
Union  at  the  period  of  the  rupture  with  Great  Britain,  in  June,  1812. 

The  Federal  government  as  then  constituted,  and  as  still  subsisting, 
entered  upon  its  functions  in  1789.  On  the  21st  of  February,  1787,  Congress 
had  declared  that  it  was  unable  to  conduct  the  government  under  the  articles 
of  the  first  confederation  of  1777.  Each  of  the  thirteen  States  had  then  its 
separate  legislature,  each  being,  in  fact,  an  independent  republic  assuming 
an  absolute  sovereignty.  There  was  no  sufficient  central  authority  to  act 
for  the  whole  of  the  States  as  composing  one  nation.  An  assembly  of  fifty-five 
members,  with  Washington  as  its  president,  framed  the  second  constitution, 
by  which  the  authority  is  divided  between  the  Federal  government  and  the 
States.  The  object  aimed  at  was,  that  each  State  should  continue  to  govern 
itself  in  whatever  concerned  its  internal  affairs,  but  that  the  Union  should 
represent  one  compact  body,  providing  for  the  general  exigencies  of  the 
people.  The  Constitution  did  not  attempt  to  prescribe  the  government  of 
the  separate  States,  each  of  which  had  its  own  constitution.  The  nature  and 
duties  of  the  Federal  government  were  defined  with  an  exactness  which 
shows  how  comprehensive  was  the  prevision  of  the  able  men  who  drew  up 
the  articles  which  during  a  very  long  period  maintained  so  many  conflicting 
interests  in  tolerable  harmony.  The  Federal  government  was  endowed  with 
legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  powers.  All  legislative  authority  was 
vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  United  States,  consisting  of  a  Senate  and  a  House 
of  Bepresentatives.  The  Senate  was  composed  of  two  members  from  each 
State,  whether  large  or  small.  The  House  of  Bepresentatives  was  composed 
of  a  varying  number  from  each  State,  according  to  the  amount  of  population. 
With  the  Congress  abided  the  power  of  raising  an  army  and  navy,  of 
declaring  war,  of  making  peace,  of  levying  taxes  for  the  common  defence  and 
welfare  of  the  United  States.  The  executive  power  was  vested  m  an  elective 
President  of  the  United  States,  who,  in  some  particulars,  was  to  act  under 
the  advice  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate.  The  judicial  power  of  the 
Federal  government  was  vested  in  one  supreme  court,  in  district  courts,  and 
in  circuit  courts. 

The  sovereignty  of  the  people,  which  had  been  nurtured  amongst  the 
original  settlers,  became  the  guiding  principle  of  the  revolution  which 
established  the  independence  of  America.  The  most  conspicuous  leaders  of 
that  revolution  were  men  of  old  family  and  of  competent  fortunes ;  but  the 
democratic  element,  progresBively  increasing  in  power,  gradually  weakened 
and  finally  destroyed  the  influence  derived  from  property  and  from  ancient 
associations.  The  English  laws  of  entail  enabled  estates,  especially  in 
Virginia,  to  be  transmitted  from  generation  to  generation.  Estates  tail  were 
abolished  in  Yirgiuia  in  1776 :  in  other  States  the  English  entail  laws  were 
wholly  suppressed ;  and  in  others  were  greatly  modified.  The  desire  for  free 
circulation  of  property,  in  accordance  with  the  general  principles  of  equality 
which  pervaded  the  American  government,  caused  the  rejection  of  the 
English  laws  respecting  descent.   '*  If  a  man  dies  intestate,  his  property  goes 

•  Anl€f  to!,  vii.  p.  5A5.  ^  t 
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to  bis  heirs  in  a  direct  line.  If  he  has  but  one  heir  or  heiress,  he  or  she 
succeeds  to  the  whole.  If  there  are  several  heirs  of  the  same  degree,  they 
divide  the  inheritance  equally  amongst  them,  without  distinction  of  sex.''  * 

In  1790  the  Federal  Union  comprised  the  New  England  States  of  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  E-hode  Island,  Connecticut ;  the 
Middle  States  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland ; 
the  Southern  States  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia. 
Vermont  had  been  added  to  the  original  Federation  of  thirteen  States — 
indicated  by  the  stripes  of  the  American  flag.  These  States,  with  about 
100,000  settlers  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  had,  in  1790,  according  to  the 
census,  a  population  of  about  4  millions;  in  1800  the  population  was 
nearly  6^  millions ;  in  1810  it  was  nearly  7^  millions.  The  rate  of  increase 
in  twenty  years  was  very  large  in  the  States  composing  the  Union  in  1790 ; 
but  a  million  of  people  had  been  added  in  IBIO  by  the  families  that  had 
penetrated  into  the  wilds  of  the  West  and  South^West.  Communities  rose  up, 
in  regions  almost  unknown  to  the  founders  of  the  American  republic,  to 
daim  their  place  in  the  ITnion  as  independent  States,  having  a  sufficient 
amount  of  population  to  entitle  them  to  that  distinction.  Kentucky  was 
admitted  to  the  Union  in  1792;  Tennessee  in  1796;  Ohio  in  1803. 
Louisiana,  which  had  been  purchased  from  France  in  1803,  became  a 
member  of  the  Federation  in  1812.  These  States  added  largely  to  the 
-democratic  element  in  the  government.  In  1790  there  were  nearly  700,000 
slaves  in  the  Union;  in  1800  they  approached  900,000;  in  1810  they 
amounted  to  nearly  1,200,000,  Of  the  old  States,  the  four  Southern,  with 
Maryland,  contained,  almost  exclusively,  the  Slave  Population.  The  coloured 
race  were  soon  abundantly  found  amongst  the  swarms  of  the  new  Western 
States,  particularly  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  In  the  ratio  of  Eepre- 
sentatives  to  Population,  three-fifths  of  the  slaves  were  added  to  the  whole 
number  of  free  persons  in  each  State.  The  slaves,  uncared  for  by  legislation, 
augmented  the  legislative  power  of  the  slave^owners.  Universal  Suffrage 
had  one  exception — "  Blacks  excluded." 

Such  was  the  community  that,  in  1812,  declared  war  against  Great 
Britain. 

John  Adams,  the  second  President  of  the  United  States,  was  elected  upon 
the  retirement  of  Washington  after  his  eight  years'  service,  at  the  end  of 
1796.  According  to  the  American  constitution,  the  President  might  be  once 
re-elected  on  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  of  four  years.  Adams  was  not  so 
re-elected,  although  he  had  filled  the  office  of  Vice-President  for  eight  years 
under  Washington.  Each  of  these  eminent  men  was  opposed  to  the 
extreme  Democratic  party,  of  which  Jefierson  was  the  most  distinguished 
representative.  The  contest  between  the  Federalists  and  the  Democrats 
was  the  most  violent  that  the  Union  had  beheld;  and  it  ended  by  the 
election  of  Jefferson  as  President  by  a  majority  of  one  vote  of  the  electoral 
body.  Jefferson  himself  described  this  event  of  1801  as  a  pacific  revolution, 
as  real  as  that  of  1776 — a  revolution  not  in  the  form  of  the  powers,  but  in 
the  principles,  of  the  government,  which  bad  compelled  the  vessel  of  the 

*  KenVB  *'€^>mmeiitarie8,"  quoted  in  Be  TocqneTllle,   <*  Democracy  in  America,"  toI.  i. 

Digitized  by\500gle 


4  THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY— WAR  DECLARED.  [1812. 

state  to  float  out  of  the  monarchical  current  in  which  a  faction,  as  if 
poBsessed-^a  faction  composed  of  Anglicised  Koyalists  and  Aristocrats— had 
detained  it  during  the  sleep  of  the  people.  The  revolution  of  1801,  he  held, 
had  carried  the  vessel  of  the  state  into  its  natural  course — ^the  Eepublican 
and  Democratic  course.* 

During  the  Presidency  of  Washington  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  he 
could  prevent  the  sympathies  of  the  people  with  Bepublican  France  from 
plunging  America  into  a  war  with  England.  There  had  been  a  French  and . 
an  English  party  since  the  Union  of  the  States  in  1789.  It  is  pointed  out 
as  remarkable,  that  most  of  the  veterans  who  bore  arms  against  England 
during  the  Eevolution  had  become  of  the  English  party.  This  party 
included  the  majority  of  the  wealthy  and  the  educated.  But  the  universalily 
of  suffrage  more  and  more  compelled  every  candidate  for  power  to  become 
the  partizan  of  France.t  When  the  Democratic  party  became  supreme  under 
Jefferson  from  1801  to  1809,  and  afterwards  under  James  Madison,  although 
it  might  have  been  conceived  that  the  despotism  of  the  Consulate  and  the 
Empire  would  have  revolted  the  genuine  friends  of  liberty,  the  commercial 
derangements  arising  out  of  Bonaparte's  Milan  and  Berlin  decrees  were 
tenderly  dealt  with,  whilst  the  results  of  the  counter  measures  of  the  British 
Orders  in  Council  created  in  the  majority  an  exclusive  bitterness  of  feeUng 
against  this  country.  J  The  injuries  inflicted  upon  American  commerce  by 
the  decrees  of  Napoleon  called  forth  no  warlike  manifestation  of  American 
resentment.  The  Orders  in  Council  of  England,  in  connection  with  the 
assertion  of  our  claim  to  a  right  of  search  for  British  sailors  in  American 
trading  vessels,  produced  a  hostile  Message  to  Congress  of  the  American 
President  on  the  1st  of  June,  1812.  This  was  the  prologue  to  the  Act  of  the 
18th  of  June  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives,  by  which  war  was 
declared  "  to  exist  between  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  and  the  dependencies  thereof  and  the  United  States  of  America  and 
their  territories."  Five  days  after  the  date  of  this  declaration  of  war,  and 
before  the  Message  of  Madison  could  have  been  known  in  England,  our 
government  had  unconditionally  suspended  the  Orders  in  Council  as  regarded 
America.  A  conditional  revocation  of  the  Orders  had  appeared  in  the 
"  London  Gazette "  of  the  3rd  of  April.  This  holding  out  the  hand  of 
fellowship  did  not  produce  a  corresponding  demonstration.  The  great 
Democratic  party  were  bent  upon  war.§ 

To  attempt  to  arrive  at  an  impartial  estimate  of  facts  from  the  counter- 
y)leas  of  two  parties  in  a  civil  cause,  is  a  very  difficult  and  unsatisfactory  task. 
To  judge  between  two  angry  nations  by  the  accusations  and  recriminations  ot 
their  manifestoes,  would  be  an  attempt  still  more  embarrassing  to  the  his- 
torian. The  Message  of  the  American  President  of  the  Ist  of  June  is  such 
nn  ex-parte  manifesto;  ||  the  Declaration  of  the  Prince  Begent,  relative  to  the 
causes  and  origin  of  the  war  with  America,  of  the  9th  of  January,  1813,  is  a 


•  Cornelis  de  Wit,  ** Thomas  Jefferson,  fitude  HiBtorique,"  Paria,  IS 61. 

t  Simond,  "Tour  in  Great  Britain,"  vol.  i.  p.  829. 

t  Antff  vol.  vii.  pp.  493-494. 

§  Ante,  vol.  vii.  p.  t>A4. 

II  "Annnal  Register"  for  1S12,  p.  424. 
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state  paper  of  a  similar  character.*  There  is,  however,  a  very  remarkable 
document  of  American  origin,  which,  although  coming  from  a  community 
whose  interests  were  deeply  opposed  to  the  war,  may  furnish  some  evidence 
to  test  the  yalue  of  the  rival  pleas  of  the  two  belligerent  governments,  t  On 
the  14th  of  June,  1813,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  addressed 
a  Bemonstrance  to  the  Senate  and  Bepresentatives  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  in  which  it  was  contended  that,  "the  promptness  with 
which  Grreat  Britain  hastened  to  repeal  her  Orders,  before  the  declaration  of 
war  by  the  United  States  was  made  known  to  her,  and  the  restoration  of  an 
immense  amount  of  property,  then  within  her  power,  can  leave  but  little 
doubt  that  the  war,  on  our  part,  was  premature ;  and  still  less,  that  the  perse- 
verance in  it,  after  that  repeal  was  known,  was  improper,  impolitic,  and  unjust." 
The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  maintained  that  the  United  States  had  never 
induced  Great  Britain  to  believe  that  the  impressment  of  her  own  seamen  on 
board  of  American  ships  was  a  reasonable  ground  of  war.  It  held  that  the 
evil  of  impressment  had  been  grossly  exaggerated ;  X  &iid  that  an  honest  and 
fair  proposal  to  exclude  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  from  the  American 
service  would  have  produced  an  honourable  and  advantageous  torangement 
of  the  whole  question*  The  Prince  Segent,  in  his  Declaration,  avers,  that  the 
complete  Bubserviency  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  the  ruler 
of  franca  was  the  real  cause  of  the  war ;  that  '*  from  their  common  origin, 
from  their  common  interests,  and  from  their  professed  principles  of  freedom 
and  independence,  the  United  States  was  the  last  power  in  which  Great 
Britain  cauld  have  expected  to  find  a  willing  instrument  and  abettor  of 
French  tyranny."  The  Bemonstrance  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
echoes  this  charge  in  words  of  glowing  eloquence :  ''  If  war  must  havej^been 
the  portion  of  these  United  States ;  if  they  were  destined  by  Providence  to 
march  the  downward  road  to  slavery,  through  foreign  conquest  and  military 
usurpation ;  your  remonstrants  regret  that  such  a  moment  and  such  an  occa- 
sion should  have  been  chosen  for  the  experiment ;  that  while  the  oppressed 
nations  of  Europe  are  making  a  magnanimous  and  glorious  effort  against  the 
common  enemy  of  free  states,  we  alone,  the  descendants  of  the  pilgrimsn, 
sworn  foes  to  civil  and  religious  slavery,  should  voluntarily  co-operate  wilh 
the  oppressor  to  bind  other  nations  in  his  chains." 

The  policy  of  Jefferson  during  the  eight  years  of  his  Presidency,  and  that 
of  Madison  during  the  first  three  years  of  his  tenure  of  office,  was  not  to 
draw  the  sword  against  either  of  the  two  great  belligerents  who  interfered 
with  the  peaceful  course  of  American  commerce  by  their  decrees  and  counter- 
decrees.  Their  weapons  were  embargoes  and  tariffs.  Gradually  the  war- 
party  in  the  States  became  irresistible.  Six  months  only  were  wanting  to 
the  completion  of  the  term  of  Madison's  Presidency ;  he  would  not  be  re- 
elected if  be  did  not  yield  to  the  popular  voice,  whose  passionate  expression, 
in  the  Slave  States  especially,  was  no  evidence  against  its  real  strength.    In  a 

*  Hansard,  vol  xxit.  p.  36S. 

t  "  AuDoal  Bei^tter,"  1818,  p.  409  (SUte  Papers). 

t  Kimond  aajs  that  one  half  of  the  erews  of  American  ahips  were  British  seamen,  bating 
ftlse  proteotions,  and  yet  not  one  in  a  hundred  was  impressed.  He  himself  owned  twenty-four 
Amenean  Tessels,  and  had  not  ten  sailors  impressed  out  of  them  daring  the  war,  although  a 
great  number  were  British-bom.     (•«  Tour,'*  vol.  i.  p.  334.)  ^^.^.^^^  ^^  GoOqIc 
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mixed  goremment  the  violence  of  the  multitude  has  a  counterpoise  in  the 
sagacity  and  prudence  of  the  more  educated  classes.  In  America,  when  two 
generals,  friends  of  Washington,  who  had  advocated  peace,  were  conveyed  to 
prison  to  shelter  them  from  the  mob,  and  when  the  mob  broke  open  the 
prison,  fractured  the  skull  of  one,  and  killed  another  on  the  spot,  the  lesson 
was  very  intelligible  to  waverers  between  war  and  peace.  Jefferson  himself 
dreaded  going  to  war,  because  *^  the  licentious  and  lying  character  of  our 
journals,  but  more  than  this,  the  marvellous  credulity  with  which  the 
members  of  Congress  received  every  current  lie,"  would  produce  constant 
embarrassment  to  the  government  in  the  conduct  of  the  war.  The  news^ 
papers  had  become  a  new  power  in  the  Federation,  '' indispensable  to  the 
existence  of  freedom,  and  nearly  incompatible  with  the  maintenance  of  public 
order."  ♦  Tet  their  rapid  and  excessive  multiplication  had  neutralized  their 
influence.  In  1776  there  were  37  newspapers  in  the  thirteen  States; 
in  1810  there  were  858  in  the  Union.  Jefferson,  however  "quaker" 
was  his  general  policy,  looked  upon  the  probable  issue  of  the  war  of  1812 
with  an  almost  childish  confidence.  The  United  States  had  only  to  create 
a  marine  to  free  the  seas  from  the  ascendancy  of  Great  Britain.  Upon 
American  ground  they  would  be  irresistible.  The  invasion  of  Canada  would 
be  only  a  marchi  To  carry  Halifax  would  be  merely  an  affair  of  a  few  months. 
"New  York  might  be  burnt  by  the  British  fleet,  but  could  not  the  government 
of  the  Union,  in  its  turn,  cause  London  to  be  burnt  by  English  mercenaries, 
easily  recruited  from  a  starving  corrupt  population  ?  No  truce,  no  inter- 
mission, before  Canada  was  obtained  as  an  indemnity  for  a  thousand  ships 
seized  by  British  cruisers,  and  for  six  thousand  seamen  carried  off  by  im- 
pressment. No  sheathing  the  sword  before  full  security  for  the  future  was 
obtained  for  every  man  sailing  under  the  American  flag.  All  this  accom- 
plished,— peace  with  Great  Britain,  and  war  with  Prance.  Such  were  the 
dreams  of  the  man  who  drew  the  first  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  who 
believed  that  nothing  was  beyond  the  power  of  a  democratic  govemment.'t 
The  warlike  impulses  of  this  democracy  were  sensibly  mifigated  by  the 
sudden  pressure  of  taxation  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  Federal  govern- 
ment,  in  addition  to  the  local  taxation  of  each  State.  *In  the  four  years 
ended  1811,  the  expenditure  upon  the  Military  and  Naval  Establishments  was 
about  24  millions  of  dollars.  In  the  four  jeeita  ended  1815,  they  had  reached 
102  millions  of  dollars.  The  Public  Debt  had  been  more  than  doubled 
between  1813  and  1816,  as  compared  with  the  four  previous  years. 

The  injurious  effects  to  the  commerce  of  both  countries  which  resulted 
from  the  British  Orders  in  Council,  the  American  Embargo  Acts,  and  the 
war,  are  manifest  in  the  returns  of  exports  of  British  produce  to  the^ 
United  States,  and  of  the  total  exports  from  American  ports  to  all  countries. 
In  1807  the  United  States  imported  nearly  twenty-nine  millions  of  pounds* 
worth  of  foreign  merchandise,  and  exported  twen^-two  millions  and  a  half 
of  home  and  foreign  produce.  In  1811  the  imports  and  the  exports  were 
less  by  one  half.    In  1814  the  total  imports  from  all  parts  of  the  world 

•  De  Tocqueyillc,  vol.  ii.  p.  20. 

f  These  opinions  are  supported  by  a  reference  to  fire  letters  of  Jefferson,  of  January,  June, 

and  August,  1812,  to  be  found  in  **  Works  of  Jefferson,"  vol  ri.     See  De  Wit,   *'Thomas 

Jefferson,"  p.  S66.  nr^r^n]r> 
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amoonted  only  to  2,700,000Z.,  and  the  total  exports  to  1,440,0007.  The 
internal  resources  of  America  were  indeed  very  great,  in  her  unlimited  amount 
of  territory,  in  tLe  adventurous  industry  of  her  people,  and  in  the  rapid  multi- 
plication of  the  communications  between  the  several  States.  In  1790  there 
were  under  2000  miles  of  Post  Boutes,  with  75  Post-offices.  In  1815  there 
were  nearly  44,000  miles  of  Post  Boutes,  with  3000  Post-offices.  But  the 
American  population  would  never  have  quadrupled  in  half  a  century  without  the 
stimulus  of  foreign  commerce.  The  great  Cotton  cultivation  of  the  Southern 
States  was  at  the  period  of  this  war  very  imperfectly  developed,  and  their 
slave  population  was  consequently  less  identified  with  the  ruthless  tyranny 
of  the  demand  for  labour  than  with  the  milder  servitude  under  the  original 
planters.  It  might  have  been  supposed  that  the  interruption  of  our  cotton 
supply  by  the  war  of  1812  would  have  produced  an  essential  derangement  of 
that  g^at  branch  of  our  manufacturing  industry  which  had  enabled  us  in  a 
considerable  degree  to  support  the  pressure  of  the  continental  war.  But  at 
that  period  the  imp6rts  of  American  cotton  were  comparatively  trifling.  The 
first  arrival  of  cotton  wool  from  America  was  one  bag  from  Charleston 
delivered  at  Liverpool  in  1785.  In  1791  only  2,000,000  lbs.  of  cotton  were 
grown  in  the  United  States ;  in  1801  the  crop  was  about  40,000,000  lbs. ;  in 
1811  the  crop  was  estimated  at  80,000,000  lbs.  The  exports  of  cotton,  which 
had  been  62,000,000  lbs.  in  1811,  were  reduced  to  28,000,000  lbs.  in  1812, 
aod  to  19,000,000  lbs.  in  1813.  When  we  compare  these  figures  with  the 
961,707,264  lbs.  of  raw  cotton  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom  from  the 
United  States  in  the  year  ending  31st  of  December,  1859,  >ve  may  estimate 
the  danger  and  difficulty  of  a  diminished  supply  now,  as  compared  with  the 
period  when  the  commercial  intercourse  of  the  two  countries  was  wholly  sus- 
pended, except  through  the  extensive  operation  of  that  contraband  trade  which 
no  blockade  or  embargo  could  prevent.*  It  is  a  singular  fact,  as  showing  the 
notions  of  commercial  policy  which  prevailed  at  that  period  in  the  legislative 
mindy  that  Earl  Damley,  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  May  14, 1813,  complained 
that  **  American  Cotton,  on  a  system  that  could  not  be  too  severely  repro- 
bated, had,  until  lately,  been  allowed  to  be  imported,  to  the  great  detriment 
of  our  own  colonies,  and  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  territory  of  our 
enemies*"  t  The  cotton-spinners  of  York  at  that  time  addressed  a  petition 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  in  which  they  said,  that  having  learnt  that 
petitiona  had  been  presented  to  the  House  in  favour  of  a  prohibition  on  the 
exportation  of  cotton-wool,  the  growth  of  America,  they  prayed  the  House 
not  to  adopt  any  measures  which  could  assist  the  efforts  of  foreign  nations 
to  supplant  our  cotton  manufacture,  and  which  would  prove  the  entire  ruin 
of  the  trade  of  the  petitioners.^ 

In  the  Eemonstrance  of  Massachusetts  the  Congress  is  asked,  '^  Must  we 
add  another  example  to  the  catalogue  of  republics  which  have  been  ruined  by 
a  spirit  of  foreign  conquests.  .  •  •  .  •  Were  not  the  territories  of  the  United 

*  For  itie  preceding  etatistical  facts  regarding  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  the  War, 
we  have  eonsalted  ''Geography  of  America,'*  published  by  the  Society  for  Diffusion  of  Ueeful 
Knowledge  ;  Porter's  '*  Progress  of  the  Nation  ;"  Macgregor's  **  Commercial  Statistics,"  toI  iii.  ; 
the  '*SngIiah  Qyelopsedia,"  art.  United  States  ;  and  the  "  American  Almanac,"  for  1861. 

f  Hanaurd,  toL  zxvi.  ooL  180. 

*  Ilnd.,  p.  203.  ^  T 
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States  sufficiently  extensive  before  the  annexation  of  Louisiana,  the  pro- 
jected reduction  of  Canada,  and  the  seizure  of  West  Florida  ?  "  Within  a 
fortnight  after  the  declaration  of  war,  the  American  general  Hull  set  out  for 
the  invasion  of  Canada  with  a  force  of  2800  men.  On  the  12th  of  July  he 
crossed  the  river  Detroit,  and  captured  the  small  open  town  of  Sandwich. 
Prom  this  place  he  issued  a  proclamation  threatening  a  war  of  extermination 
if  the  savages  were  employed  in  resisting  his  advance.  The  English  com- 
mander, major-general  Brock,  had,  however,  collected  a  force  of  700  British 
regulars  and  militia,  and  600  Indians,  with  which  he  repulsed  Hull  in  three 
attempts  against  Fort  Amherstburg,  and  compelled  him  to  recross  the  river 
to  Detroit.  On  the  16th  of  August  HuU  capitulated  with  2500  men  to 
Brock  and  his  little  army.  A  second  attempt  to  invade  Upper  Canada  was 
made  by  the  American  general  Wadsworth,  who,  on  the  13th  of  October, 
carried  Queenstown  with  a  large  force.  In  the  defence  of  Queenstown, 
general  Brock,  the  gallant  English  commander,  fell ;  but  reinforcements  of 
English  troops  having  arrived,  Wadsworth  was  totally  defeated,  and  sur- 
rendered with  900  men.  At  the  time  of  Hull's  capitulation  to  Brock,  the 
American  fort  in  the  small  island  of  Michillimackinac  was  taken  by  a  force  of 
English,  of  Canadians,  and  of  Indians. 

The  employment  of  Indians  in  the  first  American  war  had  aroased  the 
eloquent  wrath  of  Chatham,  when  he  exclaimed,  "  Who  is  the  man  who  will 
dare  to  anthorize  and  associate  to  our  arms  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife 
of  the  savage  P  '*  Not  only  American  but  English  writers  denounce  their 
employment  in  the  war  of  1812,  as  a  stain  upon  our  national  reputation. 
Certainly  it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  whenever  the  Indians  were  acting  in 
detached  bodies,  as  allies  of  the  British  and  Canadians,  their  warfare  was 
marked  by  the  reckless  destruction  of  life  and  property,  and  by  their  accus- 
tomed cruelty  to  the  vanquished  enemy.  It  is  not  clear,  however,  that 
the  charge  is  unexceptionably  just  that  the  British  brought  into  the 
conflict  "  savages  of  too  low  an  order  to  be  under  military  command."  * 
It  is  but  fair  to  state  that  in  the  last  despatch  of  general  Brock,  addressed 
to  sir  George  Prevost,  Governor  in  chief  of  the  British  provinces 
of  North  America,  he  says,  that  many  of  the  Indian  nations  had  been 
engaged  in  active  warfare  with  the  United  States,  notwithstanding  the  con- 
stant endeavours  of  the  British  government  to  dissuade  them  from  it ;  that 
from  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  they  took  a  most  active  part ;  and  that 
they  were  led  in  the  attack  npon  Hull  at  Detroit  by  an  English  colonel  and 
an  English  captain.  '^  Nothing,'*  adds  general  Brock,  ''could  exceed  their 
order  and  steadiness.  A  few  prisoners  were  taken  by  them  during  the 
advance,  whom  they  treated  with  every  humanity.  Such  was  their  forbear- 
ance and  attention  to  what  was  required  of  them,  that  the  enemy  sustained 
no  other  loss  in  men  than  what  was  occasioned  by  the  fire  of  our  battery."  f 
This  might  have  been  an  exceptional  case,  in  which  the  common  ferocity  of 
Indian  warfare  might  have  been  controlled  by  one  of  the  most  honourable  and 
the  most  lamented  of  the  British  officers  in  America.  The  savages-fighting  under 
him  cannot  be  described  as  of  ''  too  low  an  order  to  be  under  military  oom- 

*  H.  Martineau,  "  Intsroduction  to  History  of  the  Peaee." 
t  London  Gazette,  October  6tb,  1812,  in  **  Annual  Begister." 
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mand."  The  British  authorities  undoubtedly  put  arms  into  the  hands  of  the 
Indian  chiefs  when  the  war  broke  out.  The  crime  was  not  in  arming  these 
daring  warriors,  with  the  intent  to  bring  them  under  the  common  subjection 
of  the  soldier  to  his  officer ;  but  in  leaving  them  when  they  were  armed  to 
their  own  uncontrolled  actiou,  in  which  "forbearance"  would  have  been 
accounted  by  them  weakness  and  not  virtue. 

The  early  successes  of  our  land  forces  could  scarcely  have  been  expected. 
The  number  of  regular  British  troops  in  Canada  was  about  4500  men ;  the 
militia  of  the  two  provinces  was  not  more  in  number.  The  American  regular 
army  was  equally  small.  But  the  prowess  of  the  American  militia  had  been 
capable  in  the  former  war  of  gaining  victories  over  the  disciplined  troops  of 
Burgoyne  and  Comwallis,  The  politicians  of  London  were  surprised  at  the 
victories  of  1812.  They  saw  a  great  host  of  the  militia  of  the  Northern  States 
ready  to  fight  with  the  warlike  enthusiasm  of  democratic  populations.  They 
were  unacquainted  with  the  philosophical  demonstration,  "  that  when  a 
democratic  people  engages  in  a  war  after  a  long  peace,  it  incurs  much  more 
risk  of  defeat  than  any  other  nation.'*  The  first  successes  of  our^armies  in 
America  begat  a  confidence  that  the  duration  of  the  war  would  be  attended 
with  similar  triumphs.  There  was  surprise  when  our  troops  in  Canada  were 
beaten.  There  was  universal  indignation  when,  in  the  last  year  of  the  war, 
the  choicest  of  the  Peninsular  troops  were  routed  at  New  Orleans.  It  wan 
not  understood  that  the  chances  of  success  for  the  army  of  a  democratic  people 
are  necessarily  increased  by  a  prolonged  war ;  and  that  such  an  army,  if  not 
ruined  at  first,  would  become  the  victors.* 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  1812,  the  naval  force  of  the  tTnited 
States  consisted  of  four  frigates  and  eight  sloops,  manned  by  6000  seamen. 
The  British  navy  comprised,  of  ships  in  commission  for  sea  service,  a  total  of 
621 ;  of  these,  102  were  ships  of  the  line ;  of  frigates,  from  44  guns  to  32, 
there  were  111 ;  of  smaller  frigates,  sloops,  gun-brigs,  and  cutters,  there 
were  more  than  300.t  What,  thought  the  people  of  this  country,  could  the 
petty  American  navy  effect  against  such  a  force  P  The  London  Gazette, 
of  the  6th  of  October,  announced  the  capture  of  Detroit  and  the  capitulation 
of  Hull.  The  London  Gazette,  of  the  10th  of  October,  contains  a  despatch 
from  vice-admiral  Sawyer,  enclosing  "  a  letter  from  captain  Dacres,  of  his 
Majesty's  late  ship  Guerriere,  giving  an  account  of  his  having  sustained  a 
close  action  of  near  two  hours,  on  the  19th  ult.,  with  the  American  frigate 
Constitution,  of  very  superior  force  both  in  guns  and  men  (of  the  latter 
almost  double),  when  the  Guerriere,  being  totally  dismasted,  she  rolled  so 
deep  as  to  render  all  further  eflforts  at  the  guns  unavailing,  and  it  became  a 
daty  to  spare  the  lives  of  the  remaining  part  of  her  valuable  crew  by  hauling 
down  her  colours."  The  American  frigate  Constitution,  which  captured  the 
Guerriere,  was  of  1533  tons,  whilst  the  English  frigate  was  of  1092 
tons.  On  the  16th  of  October  the  American  brig  Wasp  captured  the 
British  sloop  Frolic,  each  being  of  18  guns,  but  the  American  vessel  much 
ftuperior  in  tonnage.  Both  these  small  vessels  were  captured  soon  after 
the  action  by  the  British  ship  of  the  line  Poictiers.    Another  disaster  quickly 

*  See  De  TocqueTiDe,  vol.  iv.  chap.  xxir. 

t  See  Tables  to  James's  **  Naval  Histoi7.'*  r^r^^r^]r> 
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followed  the  loss  of  the  &uerriere.  The  British  frigate  Macedonian,  after  a 
most  gallant  fight,  was  captured  by  the  American  frigate  United  States.  As 
in  the  case  of  the  Guerri^re,  the  tonnage  of  the  Macedonian  was  nearly  a 
third  less  than  the  tonnage  of  the  enemy's  frigate.  Again,  on  the  29th  of 
December,  the  Java,  of  1092  tons,  was  captured  by  the  Constitution,  The 
British  sloop  Peacock,  which  struck  to  the  American  brig  Hornet  on 
the  14th  of  February,  1813,  was  the  fifth  ship  of  our  navy,  numbering 
621  vessels  in  commission  for  sea  service,  which  had  hauled  down  its 
colours  in  engagements  with  four  ships  of  that  navy  which  comprised  only 
four  frigates  and  eight  sloops.  The  people  of  this  country  were  in  asto- 
nishment, and  almost  in  despair,  at  this  unexpected  result.  The  glory  of  our 
navy  had  departed.  "  The  charm  of  its  invincibility  had  now  been  broken ; 
its  consecrated  standard  no  longer  floated  victorious  on  the  main."  •  France 
and  other  nations  rejoiced,  saying  that  England's  maritime  tyranny  was  at  an 
end.  The  Admiralty  was  assailed  by  denunciations  of  its  incapacity  and 
neglect.  It  was  answered  that  our  naval  force  on  the  American  stations  at 
the  commencement  of  the  war  was  in  no  degree  insufficient ;  that  from  Halifax 
to  the  West  Indies  there  were  stationed  ships  seven  times  more  powerful 
than  the  whole  of  the  American  navy.  Our  government  was  evidently 
ignorant  of  the  great  inequality  in  the  comparative  size  of  what  were  called 
American  frigates.  The  Constitution,  the  United  States,  and  the  Presi- 
dent, were  intended  for  line-of-battle  fihips.  Although  only  single-decked 
vessels,  they  had  the  same  tonnage  and  capacity  for  carrying  men  as  the 
greater  number  of  British  two-deckers.  They  were  ships  of  the  line  in  dis- 
guise. The  Americans  no  doubt  knew  that  the  captain  of  a  British  32-gun 
frigate  was  bound  to  fight  any  single-decked  ship,  and  that  he  would  be 
liable  to  a  court-martial  if  he  shrank  from  such  an  engagement.  Our  govern- 
ment, which  prescribed  the  rule,  shut  its  eyes  to  the  inevitable  danger. 
Scarcely  a  frigate  of  our  navy  in  the  Atlantic  was  sailing  with  a  consort.  As 
in  the  outset  of  every  other  war,  and  too  often  during  its  continuance,  the 
British  Admiralty  was  the  slave  of  routine.  It  neither  built  frigateB,  nor  cut 
down  line-of-battle  ships,  capable  of  meeting  these  enormous  American  vessels 
called  frigates.  It  sent  the  captains  and  crews  of  ordinary  frigates  to  fight 
single-handed  against  such  disparity  of  force.  There  were  numerous  fast 
two*decker8  that  might  have  been  employed  on  the  American  stations,  ready 
for  meeting  these  vessels  on  equal  terms.  The  Admiralty  believed  that  a 
frigate  was  a  frigate,  and  ought  to  contend  with  any  other  frigate.  The 
government  was,  in  truth,  too  busy  with  the  European  war  to  pay  much 
attention  to  an  enemy  regarded  with  an  official  feeling  approaching  to 
contempt. 

Seven  years  only  had  elapsed  since  the  glories  of  Tra&lgar,  when  the 
British  navy  felt  degraded  and  humiliated  by  these  unforeseen  triumphs  of 
an  enemy  with  whom  that  generation  of  seamen  had  never  measured  their 
strength.  A  spirit  of  emulation  was  quickly  roused.  The  commanders  and 
crews  of  ships  in  the  Atlantic  knew  that  it  would  not  be  enough  to  make 
prize  of  merchant  vessels  and  sweep  privateers  from  the  seas,  but  that  the 
honour  of  the  British  flag  would  be  impaired  unless  some  achievement  could 

*  Earl  Damley  in  the  House  of  Lorda,  May  14,  1S13— (Hansard,  toI.  xxl^col.  1S2J 
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restore  its  old  prestige.  There  was  a  captain  of  a  frigate  on  the  Halifax 
station  whose  chivalrous  feeling  prompted  him  to  some  exploit  in  which,  with 
an  equal  enemj,  he  might  rely  upon  a  sound  ship  and  upon  well-trained 
men.  Captain  Broke,  of  the  Shannon,  had,  by  careful  training,  brought 
his  crew  into  the  highest  state  of  efficiency.  He  had  been  long  watching  the 
frigate  Chesapeake  in  the  harbour  of  Boston.  These  frigates  were  of  nearly 
equal  strength  in  their  weight  of  metal  and  their  number  of  men.  Captain 
Broke,  in  his  desire  to  fight  a  duel  with  the  American  frigate,  had  sent  away 
his  consort,  the  Tenedos,  and  had  then  despatched  a  courteous  challenge  to 
captain  Iiawrence  of  the  Chesapeake,  in  which  he  says : — "  I  request  you 
will  do  me  the  favour  to  meet  the  Shannon,  ship  to  ship,  to  try  the  fortunes 
of  our  respective  flags.  All  interruption  shall  be  provided  against."  This 
challenge  was  sent  on  the  1st  of  June,  and  immediately  afterwards  the 
Shannon  lay-to  under  Boston  lighthouse.  Captain  Lawrence  had  not 
received  Broke's  letter  when  he  sailed  out  of  the  harbour,  followed  by  many 
seamen  and  other  inhabitants  of  Boston  in  barges  and  pleasure  boats,  who 
expected  that  this  daring  demonstration  of  the  hostile  frigate  would  be 
followed  by  its  speedy  capture.  At  half-past  five  in  the  afternoon  the 
American  hauled  up  within  hail  of  the  Englishman  on  the  starboard  side, 
and  the  battle  began.  After  two  or  three  broadsides  had  been  exchanged, 
the  Chesapeake  fell  on  board  the  Shannon,  her  mizen  chains  locking  in  with 
her  adversary's  fore-rigging.  Broke  immediately  ordered  the  two  ships  to  be 
lashed  together,  and  the  select  men  to  prepare  for  boarding.  His  own  pithy 
narrative  tells  the  result  more  effectively  than  any  amplification.  ''  Our 
gallant  bands  appointed  to  that  service  immediately  rushed  in,  under  their 
respective  officers,  upon  the  enemy's  decks,  driving  everything  before  them 
with  irresistible  fury.  The  enemy  made  a  desperate  but  disorderly  resistance. 
The  firing  continued  at  all  the  gangways,  and  between  the  tops,  but  in  two 
minutes'  time  the  enemy  were  driven  sword  in  hand  from  every  post.  The 
American  flag  was  hauled  down,  and  the  proud  old  British  unicm  floated 
triumphant  over  it.  In  another  minute  they  ceased  firing  from  belpw,  and 
called  for  quarter.  The  whole  of  this  service  was  achieved  in  fifteen  minutes 
from  the  commencement  of  the  action."  This  single  combat,  fought  on  the 
anniversary  of  Howe's  great  victory,  had  as  much  effect  in  restoring  the 
confidence  of  England  in  her  naval  arm  as  if  an  enemy's  squadron  had  been 
brought  captured  into  her  ports.  Captain  Broke  sailed  off  with  his  ])rize  for 
Halifax,  where  captain  Lawrence,  who  had  fought  his  ship  with  real  heroism, 
died  of  his  wounds,  and  was  followed  to  the  grave  by  the  officers  of  the 
Shannon. 

The  details  of  the  campaigns  in  Canada  would  have  small  interest  for  the 
present  generation.  The  vicissitudes  of  this  warfare,  the  advance  of  the 
Americans  one  week  and  their  retreat  the  next,  the  skirmishes,  the  surprises, 
scarcely  excited  the  attention  of  the  public  of  this  country,  coming  close 
upon  the  stimulating  narratives  of  the  retreat  of  Napoleon  from  Moscow,  or 
the  march  of  Wellington  from  Torres  Vedras  to  Madrid.  The  battle  of 
"  Chrystler's  Farm"  could  scarcely  compete  in  interest  with  the  victory  of 
Salamanca.  In  181B  the  British  were  compelled  to  evacuate  York  (now 
Toronto),  the  capital  of  Upper  Canada.  The  Americans  there  burnt  the 
public  buildings;  which  act  wa&  alleged  as  the  justification  fori 
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memorable  and  more  disgraceful  act  of  retaliation  bj  the  Briti&h  at  Wash- 
ington. In  an  attack  upon  Burlington,  the  AmericanB  were  compelled  to 
fall  back  upon  Niagara,  and  lost  a  great  part  of  their  army  in  a  series  of 
unsuccessful  actions.  The  British  on  the  Detroit  frontier  were  forced  to 
retreat  in  confusion.  On  Lake  Ontario  our  troops,  under  sir  George  Prevost, 
were  repulsed  in  an  attack  upon  Sackett's  J^urbour.  On  Lake  Erie  the 
superior  force  of  the  enemj  destroyed  our  flotilla;  and  the  Americans, 
obtaining  the  command  of  the  lake,  became  masters  of  Upper  Canada.  Ten 
thousand  men  then  marched  from  different  points  upon  Lower  Canada, 
where  the  action  near  Chrjstler's  Parm  took  place,  and  the  American  army, 
totally  routed,  precipitately  crossed  the  St.  Lawrence.  General  Hull 
sustained  another  severe  defeat  on  the  25th  of  December.  In  this  campaign, 
when  the  American  general  evacuated  Fort  St.  George,  by  the  express  orders 
of  his  government  he  burnt  the  Canadian  village  of  Newark.  The  order 
said, ''  The  exposed  part  of  the  frontier  must  be  protected  by  destroying  such 
of  the  Canadian  villages  in  its  front  as  would  best  shelter  the  enemy  during 
the  winter."  When  the  British  troops  under  colonel  Murray  defeated  the 
Americans  at  Buffalo,  that  village  was  burnt  as  well  as  the  village  of  Black 
£ock  ;  and  the  Indians  were  let  loose  on  the  surrounding  country  to  take 
vengeance  for  the  conflagration  of  Newark.  Sir  George  Prevost  then  issued 
a  proclamation  lamenting  the  necessity  which  had  compelled  these  reprisals, 
and  deprecating  a  continuance  of  so  barbarous  a  system  of  warfare.  His 
retaliation  had  some  effect  upon  the  Americans  in  putting  a  stop  to  what  an 
officer  of  that  government  called  the  ^'  new  and  degrading  system  of  defence, 
which,  by  substituting  the  torch  for  the  bayonet,  furnished  the  enemy  with 
both  motive  and  justification  for  a  war  of  retaliation."*  The  disgrace 
remained  to  both  sides.  The  retaliatory  spirit  was  strangely  exhibited 
during  this  year  in  another  form.  Twenty-three  prisoners  of  war  were  sent 
to  England  to  be  dealt  with  as  British  subjects.  The  American  general 
then  ordered  into  close  confinement  twenty-three  British  soldiers,  as  hostages 
for  the  safety  of  the  twenty-three  who  were  liable  to  be  dealt  with  as 
traitors.  Our  government  selected  forty«six  officers  and  non-commissioned 
officers — ^prisoners  in  England — to  be  regarded  as  hostages  for  the  safety  of 
the  twenty-three  prisoners  in  America.  The  affair  went  off  with  menaces ; 
and,  OQ  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  the  British  who  had  fought  against  their 
country,  and  the  hostages,  were  silently  released. 

The  desultory,  indecisive,  and  useless  fightings  in  Canada  had  produced 
not  the  slightest  effect  upon  the  relative  positions  of  Great  Britain  and 
America.  The  English,  however,  had  learnt  not  to  underrate  the  courage 
and  enterprize  of  their  enemy ;  the  Americans  had  learnt  that  Canada  could 
not  be  conquered  in  a  day's  march,  and  that  a  handful  of  disciplined  troops 
might  defend  the  country  against  numerous  bands  imperfectly  organised. 
The  naval  successes  of  the  United  States  were  almost  wholly  at  an  end  after 
the  first  year.  Our  government  learnt  a  little  caution  and  providence,  and 
gave  up  the  false  confidence  that  any  English  frigate  could  fight  a  vessel 
whose  tonnage  was  as  three  to  two.  The  merchant  service  of  both  countries 
sustained  severe  losses ;  but  American  commerce  suffered  still  more  firom  the 

*  Armstrong  (American  Secretary-at-War)— quoted  by  Alisonr^  j 
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reatrictire  measures  of  the  American  government.  The  interruption  to  the 
dealings  of  North  and  South  with  neutral  states  was  so  serious,  that  in 
March,  1814,  the  President  proposed  to  Congress  the  repeal  of  the  Embargo 
and  Non-Importation  Acts.  The  British  government  proclaimed  a  blockade 
of  the  whole  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States,  nearly  2000  miles  in  extent, 
and  abounding  in  harbours  and  navigable  inlets.  The  President,  on  the 
29th  of  June,  proclaimed  that  such  blockade  was  not  a  regular  or  legal 
blockade,  as  defined  and  recognized  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  that  it  formed 
no  lawful  prohibition  or  obstacle  to  friendly  and  neutral  vessels  to  trade  with 
the  United  States.  We  have  shown  that  in  1814  the  total  exports  of  the 
United  States  had  fallen  to  less  than  a  million  and  a  half  in  value.  The 
government  had  almost  wholly  lost,  in  the  excessive  falling  off  of  imports,  its 
great  source  of  revenue — ^the  Customs.  It  resorted  in  1814  to  taxes  on  excisable 
articles,  to  licences,  and  to  stamps.  The  system  of  loans,  coupled  with  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes  was  also  adopted ;  and  the  public  debt  was  very 
quickly  doubled.  The  Democratic  party  was  depressed,  and  almost  hopeless. 
Jefferson  himself  began  to  speak  with  bitterness  of  the  ruin  of  the  planters, 
of  the  weight  of  taxes,  of  the  silly  boasts  of  the  press.*  The  personal  lot  of 
this  distinguished  man  was  truly  pitiable.  He  said,  that  as  for  Ivimself,  this 
state  of  things  would  compel  him  to  make  the  sacrifice  of  all  tranquillity,  of 
all  comfort,  for  the  rest  of  his  days.  Prom  the  total  depreciation  of  the  pro- 
ducts which  ought  to  procure  him  subsistence  and  independence,  he  should 
be,  like  Tantalus,  dying  of  thirst,  with  the  water  up  to  his  shoulders.  The 
New  England  States  began  openly  to  complain  of  that  preponderance  of  the 
Southern  States  which  had  forced  the  Union  into  war.  Very  early  in  the 
contest  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  had  refused  to  send  their  contingents 
to  the  army  of  the  Union ;  and  now  Massachusetts  proposed  to  confer  with 
delegates  from  other  New  England  States,  *'  to  take  measures  if  they  think 
proper,  for  procuring  a  convention  of  delegates  from  all  the  United  States, 
to  revise  the  Constitution" — in  other  words,  to  break  up  the  Union.  Six 
years  later,  the  question  of  preponderance  between  the  North  and  South 
was  again  agitated,  upon  the  discussions  on  the  admission  of  Missouri  to 
the  Union ;  in  which  struggle  the  great  question  was  involved,  whether 
slavery  should  be  established  in  that  State,  or  excluded  by  the  terms  of 
admission.  The  confidence  of  many  thoughtful  persons  in  the  United 
States  in  the  duration  of  the  Union  had  been  shaken  by  the  divisions  of 
Federalists  and  Eepublicans,  which  had  reached  a  climax  in  the  war  of  1812. 
Jefferson,  one  of  the  most  foreseeing  of  the  founders  of  the  Bepublic,  did  not 
regard  these  divisions  with  alarm,  because  they  existed  in  the  bosom  of  each 
State.  What  he  regarded  with  alarm  was  the  coincidence  of  a  line  of  demarca- 
tion, moral  and  political,  with  the  geographical  line.  The  views  of  a  sagacious 
statesman  are  sometimes  prophetic.  The  idea  of  a  line  of  geographical 
demarcation  involving  a  different  system  of  politics  and  morals,  once  con-r 
ceived,  he  thought  could  never  be  effaced.  He  believed  that  this  idea  would 
appear,  on  every  occasion,  renewing  irritation,  and  kindling  in  the  end  hate 
so  mortal^  that  separation  would  become  preferable  to  eternal  discord.    He 


*  Letters  of  Jefferson,  in  tbe  sixth  volame  of  his  Works. 
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bad  been,  be  said,  of  tbose  wbo  bad  bad  the  firmest  confidence  in  the  long 
duration  of  the  Union  5  he  began  much  to  doubt  it.* 

On  the  dlst  of  May,  1814,  two  thousand  four  hundred  galknt  troops, 
the  soldiers  of  Wellington  in  the  Peninsula,  were  on  board  a  fleet  in 
the  Garonne,  waiting  a  favourable  wind  to  sail  for  America.  They  con- 
sisted of  the  Forty-fourth  and  the  Eighty-fifth  regiments,  and  had  marched 
from  Bayonne  wheu  the  white  flag  hoisted  on  the  citadel  bad  announced 
that  the  war  with  France  was  at  an  end.  The  squadron  sailed  for  Bermuda, 
where  they  were  joined  by  other  forces.  The  troops,  amounting  te  about 
3500  men,  were  under  the  command  of  general  Boss.  Admiral  Cockbum 
commanded  the  fleet.  These  officers  were  experienced  and  energetic.  Their 
political  discretion  may  be  doubted,  although  their  first  dangerous  and 
unjustifiable  measures  might  have  been  under  the  positive  direction  of 
the  government  at  home.  Having  taken  possession  of  the  Tangier  Islands 
in  the  Bay  of  Chesapeake,  they  invited  the  negroes  in  the  adjoining  pro- 
vinces, with  a  promise  of  emancipation,  to  join  the  British  forces.  Seven- 
teen hundred  men  fled  from  their  plantations,  and  were  marshalled  in 
the  English  ranks.  This  incitement  of  the  negro  population  to  revolt 
was  a  measure  that  the  most  uncompromising  hostility  and  the  nearest 
danger  could  scarcely  justify.  The  British  government  had  to  pay  a  heavy 
fine  to  the  owners  of  the  slaves ;  the  amount  of  which  was  referred  at 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent  to  the  emperor  of  Bussia«  He  awarded  a  com- 
pensation of  250,0007.  On  the  14th  of  August  admiral  Cockbum  offi- 
cially announced  to  Mr.  Monroe,  the  American  Secretary*  of  State,  that 
it  was  his  purpose  to  employ  the  force  under  his  direction  "in  destroy- 
ing and  laying  waste  such  towns  and  districts  upon  the  coast  as  may  be 
found  assailable."  He  added  that  this  was  in  retaliation  for  a  wanton 
destruction  committed  by  the  army  of  the  United  States  in  Upper  Canada.t 
The  announcement  was  afterwards  withdrawn.  The  spirit  of  it  was  un- 
happily preserved,  to  diminish  the  lustre  of  a  brilliant  attack  upon  the 
capital  of  the  United  States.^ 

The  British  squadron  having  ascended  the  river  Patuzent,  the  army 
was  disembarked  at  the  village  of  Benedict,  with  the  intention  of  co- 
operating with  admiral  Cockbum  in  an  attack  on  a  flotilla  of  gunboats. 
The  army  commenced  its  march  on  the  20th  of  August,  and  in  three  days 
had  advanced  to  within  sixteen  miles  of  Washington.  Admiral  Cockbum 
had  during  this  time  taken  and  destroyed  the  whole  of  the  flotilla.  On  the 
23rd  general  Boss  determined  to  make  an  attempt  to  carry  Washington. 
He  put  his  troops  in  motion  on  the  evening  of  the  23rd,  and  on  the  24th 

*  Works,  vol.  Tii.  quoted  bj  De  Wit.  See  Miss  Martmeau,  <<  History  of  tbe  American 
Compromises/* 

t  Alison,  in  quoting  this  announcement,  makes  admiral  Cockbum  say,  tbat  it  became  his 
duty  to  do  this  **  under  the  new  and  imperative  character  of  his  orders." 

t  The  duke  of  Wellington  had  ever  scrupulously  respected  private  property,  and  had  spared 
defenceless  places.  When  the  Prince  de  Joinville,  in  1844,  suggested  the  bombardment  of 
Brighton  in  the  event  of  a  war,  the  duke  wrote  to  Mr.  Eaikes— "What  but  the  inordinate 
desire  of  popuhirity  could  have  induced  a  man  in  his  station,  a  prinoe  of  the  blood  royal,  the 
son  of  the  king,  of  high  rank  and  pretensions  in  that  profession  of  the  service,  to  write  and  pub- 
lish such  a  production — an  invitation  and  provocative  to  war,  to  be  carried  on  in  a  manner  such 
as  has  been  disclaimed  by  the  civilised  portions  of  mankiiid.*'— (Bidkes*  "Correspondence," 
p.  366.) 
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defeated  the  American  army,  amounting  to  between  eight  and  nine  thousand 
men.  The  catastrophe  is  related  in  few  words  hj  general  Boss : — "  Having 
halted  the  army  for  a  short  time,  I  determined  to  march  upon  Washington, 
and  reached  that  city  at  eight  o'clock  that  night.  Judging  it  of  consequence 
to  complete  the  destruction  of  the  public  buildings  with  the  least  possible 
delajy  so  that  the  army  might  retire  without  loss  of  time,  the  following 
buildings  were  set  fire  to  and  consumed : — ^the  Capitol,  including  the  Senate- 
House  and  House  of  Bepresentatives,  the  Arsenal,  the  Dockyard,  Treasury, 
War-office,  President's  Palace,  Bope-walk,  and  the  great  Bridge  across  the 
Potomac :  in  the  dockyard  a  frigate  nearly  ready  to  be  launched,  and  a  sloop- 
of-war,  were  consumed.  The  object  of  the  expedition  being  accomplished, 
I  determined,  before  any  greater  force  of  the  enemy  could  be  assembled,  to 
withdraw  the  troops,  and  accordingly  commenced  retiring  on  the  night  of 
the  25th." 

The  indignation  of  the  American  people  was  naturally  extreme  at  ^n 
event  which  was  not  unjustly  characterized  in  a  proclamation  issued  from 
Washington  on  the  1st  of  September.  The  President  therein  accuses  the 
invading  force,  that  during  their  possession  of  the  capital  of  the  nation, 
though  only  for  a  single  day,  "  they  wantonly  destroyed  the  public  edifices, 
having  no  relation  in  their  structure  to  operations  of  war,  nor  used  at  the 
time  for  military  annoyance ;  some  of  these  edifices  being  also  costly  monu^ 
ments  of  taste  and  of  the  arts,  and  others  repositories  of  the  public  archives, 
not  only  precious  to  the  nation,  as  the  memorials  of  its  origin  and  its  early 
transactions,  but  interesting  to  all  nations,  as  contributions  to  the  general 
stock  of  historical  instruction  and  political  science."  In  England  there  was 
a  general  feeling  that,  however  brilliant  had  been  the  attack  upon  Washington, 
the  destruction  of  non-warlike  buildings  was  something  more  than  a  mistake. 
It  was  an  outrage  inconsistent  with  civilized  warfare,  which  was  not  likely 
to  produce  '*  on  the  inhabitants  a  deep  and  sensible  impression  of  the  cala- 
mities of  a  war  in  which  they  have  been  so  wantonly  involved."  Such  was 
the  thoughtless  and  undignified  language  of  the  Prince  Begent's  speech  on 
opening  the  Session  of  Parliament  on  the  8th  of  November.  A  more  sober 
view  of  this  demonstration  of  the  calamities  of  war  was  taken  by  a  high  mili- 
tary authority  at  the  Horse  Guards.  "  It  may  tend  to  disunite  and  to  spread 
alarm  and  confusion,  but  I  incline  to  think  that  it  will  give  eventually  more 
power  to  the  Congress.  A  nation  may  be  overpowered  and  compelled  to 
peace,  but  it  must  be  a  most  contemptible  set  to  be  frightened  into  one."* 
Lord  Orenville,  with  dignified  earnestness,  lamented  a  departure  from  a 
system  of  forbearance  which  had  been  pursued  even  by  Napoleon  during  a 
conflict  of  twenty  years,  in  whose  bands  nearly  all  the  capitals  of  Europe  had 
been,  and  in  no  instance,  except  in  that  of  the  Kremlin  of  Moscow,  were  any 
unmilitary  buildings  destroyed.t  We  had  done,  said  Mr.  Whitbread,  what 
the  Gt>ths  had  refused  to  do  at  Bome,  when  Belisarius  represented  to 
them  that  to  destroy  works  of  art  was  to  erect  a  monument  to  the  folly  of 
the  destroyers.^     He  maintained  that  the  outrage  at  Washington  had  con- 

*  Sir  WillongliV  Qordon,  Letter  to  the  Speaker,  Octobsr  1st,  1814— Lord  Colcbester  s 
•'Piaiy,"  ▼ol.  it  p.  620. 
f  Bumrd,  toL  xziz.  ool.  17. . 
X  See  Gibbon,  cbap.  xliii,  a.]>.  506.  ^  t 
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ciliated  to  the  American  government  those  parts  of  the  United  States  which 
were  before  hostile  to  it ;  had  put  in  motion  battalions  of  militia  which  before 
were  not  allowed  to  march.  It  had  united  all.  It  had  made  determined 
opposition  to  England  a  common  interest.* 

Whether  to  the  destruction  of  the  public  buildings  of  Washington  may 
be  attributed  the  extraordinary  rigour  which  seemed  now  to  be  infused  into 
the  military  character  of  the  American  democracy,  it  is  certain  that  afber  that 
event  the  course  of  the  war  was  one  of  almost  unvarying  success  to  their 
arms.  In  a  battle  on  the  11th  of  September,  which  was  the  prelude  to  an 
attack  upon  Baltimore,  general  Boss  was  mortally  wounded;  and  colonel 
Brooke  who  succeeded  to  the  command,  although  gaining  a  victory,  was  com- 
pelled the  next  night  to  retreat  to  the  ships  which  were  intended  to  co-operate 
in  the  assault.  The  Americans  had  sunk  twenty  vessels  in  the  Patapsco 
river,  which  effectually  prevented  the  British  squadron  rendering  any  aid. 
But  a  more  serious  blow  was  inflicted  upon  the  army  in  Canada.  Our  forces 
there,  under  sir  George  Prevost,  had  been  augmented  till  they  had  reached 
sixteen  thousand  regular  troops,  who  had  arrived  from  the  South  of  France, 
with  the  full  conviction  on  the  part  of  our  government  that  the  war  would  be 
speedily  concluded  by  this  array  of  veterans  against  undisciplined  masses. 
Nine  thousand  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Peninsula  were  to  act  in  co-operation 
with  a  flotilla  on  Lake  Champlain.  This  little  fleet  of  a  frigate,  a  brig,  a  sloop, 
and  twelve-gun  boats,  was  ill-manned  and  equipped.  The  American  squadron 
on  the  lake  was  very  superior  in  strength.  The  troops  under  Prevost  were 
to  attack  the  redoubts  of  Plattsburg,  whilst  our  flotilla  was  engaged  with 
the  vessels  in  the  bay.  Captain  Downie  led  his  ship  the  Confiance  gallantly 
into  action ;  but  when  a  heavy  fire  opened  from  the  American  line,  the  gun- 
boats, which  had  few  British  sailors  on  board,  took  flight  like  scared  wild 
fowl.  The  frigate,  brig,  and  sloop  were  left  to  bear  all  the  brunt  of  the  con- 
test. The  Confiance  made  a  brave  fight,  as  did  the  brig  and  sloop ;  but  they 
were  finally  compelled  to  strike.  Meanwhile,  Prevost  lingered  in  making  the 
land  attack ;  and  his  troops  did  not  reach  the  point  of  assault  till  the  fleet 
had  surrendered.  He  had  been  thus  instructed  by  earl  Bathurst :  '*  take  care 
not  to  expose  his  Majesty's  troops  to  being  cut  off;  and  guard  against  what- 
ever might  commit  the  safety  of  the  forces  under  your  command."  He 
obeyed  his  instructions  to  the  letter.  The  command  of  the  lake  was  lost ; 
and  therefore  it  was  useless  to  attack  Plattsburg.  A  violent  outcry  was 
raised  against  our  commander  of  the  forces  in  Canada.  He  resigned ;  and 
demanded  a  court-martial.  Wellington  thought  Prevost  was  right  to  retire 
after  the  fleet  was  beaten.f  He  died  before  the  court-martial  commenced. 
His  defence  of  Canada,  with  a  small  force,  against  repeated  incursions  of  an 
enemy  whose  numbers  were  long  thought  by  the  Americans  to  be  irresistible, 
ought  to  have  saved  his  memory  from  the  obloquy  which  has  been  attempted 
to  be  thrown  upon  it  by  some  writers.  J 

On  Christmas  Day,  1814,  general  sir  Edward  Pakenham,  one  of  the  most 
brave  and  skilful  of  the  officers  wbo  had  served  under  Wellington  in  Spain, 

♦  Hanaard,  vol.  xxix.  col.  47. 
t  "Despatches,"  vol.  xii.  p.  224. 

X  A  writer  in  the  "  Quarterly  Eeriew,"  No.  LIV.  is  amongst  tbe  bitterest  of  his  aocnters. 
Alison  has  ably  and  generously  defended  him. 
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joined  the  army  that  was  encamped  a  short  distance  from  Nevr  Orleans, 
preparing  for  an  assault  upon  that  city.  The  British  gorernment  had  not 
unjustly  deemed  that  the  capture  of  a  place  situated  within  a  hundred  miles 
of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  which  therefore  was  the  chief  emporium 
of  the  commerce  of  the  "  Great  Water,"  would  be  an  important  success,  and 
hate  a  material  influence  on  the  favourable  conclusion  of  a  peace.  Sir  Edward 
Pakenham,  accompanied  by  general  Gibbs,  had  arrived  from  England  to  take 
the  chief  command  of  the  army,  which,  after  the  fall  of  general  Boss,  had  been 
under  the  orders  of  general  Keane.  Pakenham  found  this  army,  having 
achieved  no  final  success  at  Baltimore,  now  placed  in  a  situation  of  con- 
siderable danger  and  difficulty.  On  that  Christmas-day  the  officers  dined 
together,  but  their  festivity  was  not  cheered  by  any  pleasant  retrospect  of  a 
past  triumph  which  could  give  them  confidence  in  an  approaching  victory. 
New  Orleans  was  an  unfortified  town,  then  containing  only  about  17,000 
inhabitants — one-tenth  of  its  population  in  1860.  The  forts  on  the  Mississippi 
were  too  strong  to  enable  an  armament  to  sail  up  from  its  mouth  in  the  Gulf 
<^f  Mexico.  But  a  hostile  force  having  passed  from  Lake  Borgne  into  Lake 
Pontcbartrain,  might  land  at  either  of  two  creeks.  The  Bayou  of  St.  John  was 
too  well  guarded  to  render  a  landing  easy.  The  Bayou  of  Catiline^  about  ten 
miles  from  the  city,  was  more  practicable ;  but  an  army  having  landed  would 
find  itself  planted  on  open  swampy  ground,  with  the  Mississippi  on  the  one  side 
of  the  city,  and  a  morass  on  the  other  side,  preventing  any  assault  except 
from  tlie  unfavourable  ground  on  the  bank  of  the  lake. 

On  the  Idth  of  December  the  troops  embarked  in  small  boats,  and 
began  to  enter  Lake  Borgne.  They  had  here  to  encounter  a  powerful 
American  flotilla^  which  was  finally  defeated.  A  portion  of  the  troops 
was  now  landed  on  a  barren  place  called  Pine  Island,  where  it  was 
determined  that  the  whole  army  should  assemble.  It  was  the  21st  before 
all  were  got  on  shore  in  this  wretched  desert,  where,  without  tents  or 
huts,  and  unable  to  find  fuel,  the  troops  were  exposed  to  rain  by  day 
and  to  frost  by  night.  Pine  Island  was  eighty  miles  distant  from  the 
creek  where  it  was  proposed  to  disembark.  Only  about  one-third  of  the 
troops  could  be  conveyed  at  once  in  the  open  boats,  which  only  could 
navigate  those  shallow  waters.  It  was  necessary  therefore  to  arrange  for  the 
landing  in  divisions.  The  advanced  division,  consisting  of  1600  men,  suc- 
cessfully disembarked  at  the  Bayou  of  Catiline,  having  surprised  the  American 
sentinels.  General  Keane  was  in  command  of  this  division.  No  enemy 
was  to  be  seen.  Deserters  came  in,  saying  that  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Orleans  were  favourably  disposed  towards  the  British.  Everything  appeared 
Co  promise  safety,  and  general  Keane  marched  into  the  open  country  without 
waiting,  as  had  been  arranged,  for  the  other  divisions  to  join  him.  He 
ordered  the  troops  to  encamp  near  the  Mississippi.  The  men  had  cat^n  their 
supper  in  the  belief  that  their  rest  would  not  be  disturbed,  ^  hen  a  large 
vessel  dropped  her  anchor  in  the  river,  and  furled  her  sails  opposite  the 
camp.  A  cry  was  at  last  heard,  '^  Give  them  this  for  the  honour  of  America  !*' 
and  a  broadside  of  grape  swept  down  numbers  of  our  unprepared  soldiers. 
The  night  was  dark  as  the  schooner  continued  to  fire  from  the  river.  On  the 
knd  side  the  rattle  of  musketry  was  now  heard.  Our  troops  had  found  some 
shelter  from  the  fire  of  the  schooner,  but  now  they  were  surrounded,  bjr^^ 

VOL.  Tin.  c .0^^ 


18  ATTACK  UPON  NEW  ORLEANS— DEFEAT  OF  THE  BRITISH.        [1815, 

superior  land  force.  After  a  severe  straggle,  without  any  possibility  of 
forming  the  men,  the  enemy  retreated.  We  had  lost  five  hundred  killed  and 
wounded  in  this  deadly  strife.  The  second  division  of  the  army,  which  had 
embarked  about  twelve  hours  after  the  first  division,  heard  the  firing  in  the 
stillness  of  the  night,  as  the  boats  were  crossing  the  lake.  By  great  exertions 
the  whole  army  had  been  brought  into  position  on  the  evening  of  the  24th. 
The  next  day  Pokenham  arrived  to  take  the  command,  and  was  received  with 
such  hearty  cheers  as  manifested  the  confidence  of  the  soldiers  in  a  Peninsular 
commander. 

*  The  first  object  of  the  general  was  to  construct  a  battery,  by  which,  firing 
red-hot  shot,  he  destroyed  the  schooner  on  the  river.     On  the  27th  he 
advanced   his  whole  force  to  attack  the  American  army.     It  was  advan- 
tageously posted,  being  defended  in  front  by  a  broad  canal,  and  by  formidable 
breastworks.    The  road  by  which  the  army  marched  was  not  only  commanded 
by  batteries,  but  by  a  flotilla  on  the  Mississippi.    The  British  ranks  were 
greatly  thinned  by  this  conjoint  fire.    It  was  thought  necessary  to  pause 
before  further  operations.     All  this  effectual  resistance  had  been  evidently 
planned  by  some  officer  of  high  military  talent.    That  officer  was  general 
•  Jackson,  who  became  President  of  the  United  States  in  1829.    The  British 
army  was  inactive  on  the  28th,  29th,  and  80th.    The  enemy  was  strength- 
iening   his  lines,   which  were  so  formidable,  that  Pakenham  resolved   to 
construct  breaching  batteries,  mounted  with  heavy  cannon,  brought  up  from 
the  vessels  on  the  lake.     During  the  night  of  the  31st  six  batteries  had  been 
completed,  the  material  of  which  was  not  earth,  but  hogsheads  of  sugar 
taken  out  of  the  warehouses  on  the  plantations.     One  of  the  other  great 
products  of  Louisiana  was  employed  by  the  Americans.     Their  parapets 
were  constructed  of  earth  and  bags  of  cotton.     It  was  soon  found  that  our 
defences  of  sugar-hogsheads  were  wholly  unavailing.     In  the  first  six  days  of 
January,  a  bold  and  ingenious  attempt  was  made  by  the  British  commander 
to  deepen  a  canal  which  ran  across  the  neck  of  land  lying  between  the  Bayou 
of  Catiline  and  the  Mississippi,  so  that  boats  might  be  brought  up  from  the 
lake,  and  a  portion  of  the  troops  carried  across  the  river  to  attack  the  battery 
on  its  right  bank.    The  morning  of  the  7th  was  arranged  for  a  general  attack. 
The  army  had  been  reinforced  by  the  arrival  of  two  battalions  under  general 
Lambert,  and  its  whole  number  was  now  little  short  of  8,000  men.     A  series 
of   disasters   disturbed,  at  the  critical  moment,  the  arrangements  which 
appeared  to  have  been  made  with  a  tolerable  certainty  of  success.     As  the 
boats  went  up  the  canal,  its  banks  crumbled  in,  blocked  up  the  passage,  and 
permitted  only  a  few  of  the  smaller  boats  to  reach  their  point  of  destination. 
The  main  body  of  the  army  was  to  have  attacked  the  works  on  the  left  bank 
at  five  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  simultaneously  with  the  projected 
attack  on  the  right  bank.     Pakenham  waited  till  his  patience  was  exhausted, 
and  then  determined  to  commence  the  assault  without  this  support.     The 
advantage  of  a  sudden  storming  in  the  darkness  of  a  January  morning  had 
passed  away.    It  was  broad  daylight  when  the  Americans  saw  the  British 
column  of  three  regiments  marching  on  to  the  edge  of  the  glaeis.   They  were 
halted  at  the  moment  when  a  dash  might  have  succeeded ;  for  the  scaling- 
ladders  and  fascines  had  been  forgotten.    A  terrible  fire  drove  them  back  in 
disorder.    Pakenham,  seeing  that  nothing  but  daring  and  endurance  would 
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earry  the  day,  rallied  his  troops,  and  leading  them  again  to  the  attack,  fell 
mortally  wounded.  Genend  Gibbs  and  general  Keane  were  also  struck  down. 
The  command  devolved  upon  general  Lambert,  who  prudently  resolved  to 
draw  off  the  troops.  Oar  loss  had  amounted  to  two  thousand  men,  killed, 
wounded,  and  prisoners.  An  armistice  of  two  days  was  agreed  upon,  for  the 
purpose  of  burying  the  dead.  On  the  18th  of  January,  the  retreat  of  the 
Brit^h  army  commenced ;  and  was  so  safely  effected,  that  the  troops  re- 
embarked  on  the  night  of  the  27th,  with  all  the  artillery  and  stores,  except 
eight  heavy  guns.  An  insignificant  triumph,  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Boyer, 
near  Mobile,  closed  our  military  operations,  on  the  12th  of  February,  The 
news  of  the  conclusion  of  peace  at  Ghent  arrived  the  next  day.* 

The  Peace  of  Ghent  was  concluded  by  three  British  commissioners,  lord 
Gambier,  Mr.  Goulbum,  and  Mr.  Adams  ;  and  by  four  American  plenipoten- 
tiaries, Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Mr.  Henry  Clay,  Mr.  J.  A.  Bayard,  and 
Mr.  Jonathan  Eussell.  The  objection  made  in  October  by  Mr.  Madison  to 
the  terms  proposed  by  Great  Britain,  had  led  the  negotiators  on  each  side  to 
effect  a  compromise.,  It  was  fortunate  that  it  had  been  effected  before  the 
American  people,  intoxicated  by  the  triumph  at  New  Orleans,  should  have 
lost  their  anxious  desire  that  hostilities  should  come  to  an  end.  The  American 
government,  by  this  peace,  had  not  obtained  a  concession  upon  the  two  prin- 
ciples for  which  it  went  to  war — that  the  flag  covers  the  merchandize,  and 
that  the  right  of  search  for  deserters  is  inadmissible.^  It  was  agreed  that 
each  government  should  use  their  efforts  to  put  down  the  slave-trade.  Diffi- 
cult questions  of  boundary  were  left  unsettled  to  give  rise  to  future  disputes. 
But  in  this  war  of  three  years  the  people  of  both  countries  had  learnt  by 
their  commercial  privations  how  desirable,  if  not  indispensable,  was  a  free 
intercourse  between  two  great  communities,  having  each  so  much  to  offer  for 
the  satisfaction  of  the  other's  wants,  and  both  associated  by  natural  ties  of 
blood  and  language  which  the  coldest  politicians  cannot  wholly  ignore.  The 
mistakes  in  the  conduct  of  the  war  were  pretty  equal  on  both  sides.  The  defeats 
of  the  Americans  in  the  invasion  of  Canada  had  in  some  degree  lowered  the 
European  opinion  of  their  military  qualities.  Plattsburg  had  shaken  the  confi- 
dence of  the  English  public  in  the  effect  likely  to  be  produced  by  a  large 
employment  of  regular  forces  against  imperfectly  disciplined  troops.  The 
£nal  disaster  of  our  arms  led  to  a  more  impartial  estimate  of  what  a  dc^mo- 
cratic  people  is  capable  of  effecting  after  a  few  years  of  rash  and  ill-under- 
stood warfare.  A  calm  and  sagacious  writer  has  said,  '^  The  success,  which 
was  too  late  to  affect  the  negotiations  at  Ghent,  was  sufficiently  striking  tp 
be  worth  more  to  the  American  people  than  a  good  peace.  It  is  in  realrty 
to  the  victory  of  New  Orleans  that  a  great  part  is  due  of  the  moral  impres- 
sion which  has  been  left  upon  the  world  by  the  war  of  1812, — a  war  impru- 
dently engaged  in,  feebly  conducted,  rarely  successful,  very  costly,  perfectly 
sterile  in  diplomatic  results,  and^  nevertheless,  finally  as  useful  to  the  prestige 
of  the  United  States  as  fruitful  for  them  in  necessary  lessons."t 

*  These  nnforiiuiate  operations  are  detailed  vitb  great  spirit  in  "  A  NarratiTe  of  the  Cam- 
patgns  at  Wasbingtoa  and  New  Orleans,  by  an  Officer  who  aeryed  in  the  Expedition"  (Her. 
6.  R.  Gleig). 

t  Comelis  de  Wit,  "Thomas  Jefferson,"  p.  35^. 
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Ilougotimont— Gateway  of  FHrm-YarJ,  from  the  Interior. 


CHAPTER  11. 


The  Hundred  Days— Landing  of  Napoleon  near  Cannes— Retrospect  of  the  Restoration  of  tbe 
Bourbons— The  Charter— The  French  army— The  Treaty  of  Paris  published— The  escape 
of  Napoleon  from  Elba— Declaration  of  the  Powers  aFsembled  in  Congress- Advance  of 
Napoleon— He  is  joined  by  Labedoydre  and  Ney— Flight  of  Louis  XVIII.— Napoleon  at 
the  Tuileries— British  Parliament  declares  for  war — Napoleon  organises  his  army — 
Crosses  the  frontier— Joins  his  army  at  Charleroi— Wellington's  position — He  marches 
from  Brussels — Battle  of  Ligny— Battle  of  Quatre  Bras— The  field  of  Waterloo  —Positions 
of  the  two  armies  on  the  night  of  the  17th  and  morning  of  18th  of  June— The  Battle  of 
Waterloo. 

On  the  high  road,  midway  between  CaDnes  and  Antibes,  And  close  to  a 
lane  leading  to  a  landing-place  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Juan,  are  two  cabarets, 
one  on  tbe  left  side  of  the  road,  the  other  on  the  right,  which  have  set  up 
rival  claims  to  immortality.  The  cabaret  on  the  left  bears  this  inscription, 
"  Napoleon  I.,  au  Qolfe  de  Jouan — d^barqua  1  Mars,  reposa  dans  cette  m^me 
propriete."  The  cabaret  on  the  right  thus  asserts  its  pretensions :—"  Chez 
moi  se  reposa  Napoleon  I.  Venez  bpire  passants,  celebrez  son  nom."  In 
the  year  whose  great  event  these  signs  pretend  to  record  neither  of  the 
wayside  public  houses  had  been  built.  A  miserable  column,  erected  a  few 
years  since,  repeats  the  one  inscription  which  is  the  nearest  approach  to 
truth — ^tliat  Napoleon  rested  "  in  this  property."  He  had  sat  down  under 
an  olive-tree  of  this  estate.    He  had  successfully  achieved  his^erilous  voyage 
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from  Elba,  from  which  he  had  embarked  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  of 
February,  with  his  Guards,  in  seven  small  vessels.  He  once  more  stood  on 
the  soil  of  France,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  that  memorable  Ist  of 
l^farcb.  The  little  army  bivouacked  that  evening  on  some  land  that  was  then 
outside  the  town  of  Cannes  on  the  east.  An  attempt  was  made  to  seduce 
the  garrison  at  Antibes,  but  the  commander  of  the  fortress  arrested  the 
soldiers  who  had  been  employed  on  this  mission,  and  threatened  to  fire  upon 
any  others  who  should  approach.  Cambronne,  one  of  the  generals  who  accom- 
panied Napoleon,  went  into  the  town  of  Cannes  to  demand  of  the  maire  six 
thousand  rations  for  the  troops.  The  demand  was  very  unwillingly  complied 
with,  for  the  presence  of  the  ex-emperor  excited  the  hatred  of  the  people, 
who  were  tired  of  wars  and  revolutions.  Some  said,  if  he  came  into  the  town 
they  would  shoot  him.  At  four  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  2nd  of  March, 
the  troops,  in  number  about  eight  hundred,  with  Napoleon  at  their  head, 
attended  by  his  old  companions  in  arms,  Bertrand,  Drouet,  and  Cambronne, 
commenced  their  march  north  on  the  road  to  G-rasse ;  and  possibly  skirted 
Cannes  on  the  east  side,  which  quarter  has  been  almost  entirely  built  since 
1816.* 

This  landing  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Juan  on  the  1st  of  March  was  the  intro- 
ilactory  scene  to  the  great  drama  called  **  The  Hundred  Days."  These  count 
from  tlie  13th  of  March,  when  Napoleon  assumed  the  government,  to  the 
22nd  of  June,  when  he  abdicated. 

The  secret  departure  from  Elba  was  not  known  to  the  sovereigns  of  Austrin, 
Prussia,  and  Bussia,  and  to  the  representatives  of  the  other  European  powers 
assembled  in  congress  at  Vienna,  till  the  7th  of  March,  when  the  duke  of 
"Wellington  received  a  despatch  from  lord  Burghersh,  the  British  minister  at 
Florence,  announcing  the  astounding  fact.  It  was  some  days  afterwards 
before  the  landing  near  Cannes  and  the  march  towards  Grasse  were  known 
at  Vienna. t  Such  was  the  slowness  of  communication,  that  on  the  5th  of 
March  it  was  not  known  in  Paris  that  the  ex -emperor  had  quitted  the  ter- 
ritory all  too  narrow  for  his  ambition.  Let  us,  before  proceeding  to  relate 
the  progress  and  issue  of  this  great  adventure,  take  a  retrospect  of  the  events 
that  had  followed  Napoleon's  abdication  of  the  4th  of  April,  1814, — eleven 
months  of  false  confidence  and  hollow  peace. 

The  4th  of  June,  1814,  was  an  exciting  day  for  Paris ;  an  important  day 
for  the  future  tranquillity  of  France  and  of  Europe.  A  Constitutional  Charter 
was  that  day  to  be  promulgated  by  the  restored  king  ;  and,  on  the  same  day, 
the  last  of  the  allied  troops  were  to  quit  the  capital.  Louis  XVllI.  was  to 
be  left  in  the  midst  of  his  subjects,  without  the  guarantee  for  his  safety 
-which. some  associated  with  the  continued  presence  of  the  armed  foreigners. 
The  Charter  created  a  Chamber  of  Peers,  of  about  one  hundred  and  forty 
members,  named  for  life  by  the  king.  These  took  the  place  of  the  servile 
flatterers  of  Napoleon,  called  the  Senate.  The  composition  of  this  new  body 
was  an  approach  to  impartiality  in  the  union  o(  Members  of  the  old  noblesse 
with  a  remnant  of  the  Senate,  and  of  Generals  of  the  army  before  the  revo- 

*  We  are  indebked  for  these  partical&rs  to  a  friend  resident  in  Cannes ;  and  ve  give  them  to    • 
dear  up  the  obaeurity  which  preyails  in  some  accounts  as  to  the  localities  of  that  erentfal 
defaarkaiion. 

t  **  Wellington's  Despatches/'  toI.  xil.  p.  266.     Despateh  to  CaStlereas^  f^%b^^@l^OQlC 
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lutioD,  with  Marshals  of  the  Empire.  B7  the  Charter,  a  Bepresentative  hody 
was  also  created,  with  very  sufficient  authority,  and  especially  with  the  power 
of  determining  the  taxes  to  be  levied  on  the  people.  But  if  the  value  of  a 
representative  system  was  held  to  be  in  some  degree  proportionaite  to  the 
amount  of  population  by  which  it  is  elected,  some  might  have  doubted  if  the 
limitation  of  electors  to  those  who  paid  300  francs  direct  taxes  yearly,  thus 
restricting  the  nomination  wboUy  to  the  more  opulent  class,  was  a  guarantee 
for  the  impartial  working  of  the  Constitution.  The  Charter  also  provided 
for  civil  and  religious  freedom,  for  trial  by  jury,  for  the  liberty  of  the  press. 
The  exclusive  privileges  of  the  old  monarchy, — the  inequalities  before  the 
law, — which  produced  the  revolution  of  1789,  were  no  more.  The  letter  of 
the  ancient  feudalism  had  perished.  But  its  spirit  lingered  in  the  very  date 
of  this  Charter.  It  was  held  that  Louis  XVIII.  began  to  reign  when 
Louis  XVIL,  the  unhappy  son  of  Louis  XYI.  was  released  by  death  from  his 
miseries.  The  Charter,  ''  given  at  Paris  in  the  year  of  grace  1814,  in  the 
nineteenth  year  of  our  reign,"  was  an  emanation  of  the  royal  bounty.  The 
king  was  declared  by  the  chancellor,  in  his  speech  of  the  4th  of  June,  to  be 
''iu  full  possession  of  his  hereditary  rights,"  but  that  he  had  himself  placed 
limits  to  the  power  which  he  had  received  from  God  and  his  fathers.  The 
compromise  was  as  distasteful  to  the  Bepublicans  as  the  real  advantages  of 
the  Charter  to  the  people  were  hateful  to  the  Boyalists.  An  acute  observer, 
who  was  present  at  the  ceremony  of  the  promulgation  of  the  Charter, 
writes, — *'  In  England  such  a  government  would  be  held  to  be  an  execrable 
despotism,  impudently  mocking  the  forms  of  freedom.  I  am  inclined  t6 
believe,  however,  that  it  contains  nearly  as  much  liberty  as  the  French  can 
bear."*  The  dissatisfaction  which  very  soon  followed  the  government  of 
Louis  "  the  desired,"  did  not  arise  out  of  the  greater  or  lesser  amount  of 
liberty  bestowed  by  the  Charter ;  but  out  of  the  manifold  contradictions 
between  the  acts  of  the  government  and  the  character  and  habits  of  the 
French  people.  All  had  been  changed  since  1792,  but  the  notions  of  the 
restored  Boyalists  had  undergone  no  change. 

The  Constitutional  Charter  was  in  some  degree  the  work  of  the  king 
himself,  inasmuch  as  he  had  greatly  modified  a  Charter  presented  to  him 
by  the  Senate,  which  he  found  busy  upon  a  coDstitution  after  Napoleon's 
abdication.  The  substance,  and  even  the  forms,  of  liberty,  having  perished 
during  the  Consulate  and  the  Empire,  the  change  was  great  when  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  writing  were  possible  ;  when  a  Senate  and  a  Bepresentative  body 
could  debate  without  reserve  and  vote  without  compulsion.  But  a  quarter  of 
a  century  of  revolution  and  military  despotism  had  really  unfitted  the  French 
to  comprehend  the  value  of  the  partial  liberty  which  they  had  regained.  The 
desire  for  liberty  had  almost  wholly  disappeared  in  the  passion  for  equality 
which  the  revolution  had  generated.  A  Constitutional  Monarchy,  represented 
by  a  gouty  old  man  who  could  not  mount  his  horse — who  had  been  brought 
back  by  foreign  armies — was  (i  poor  compensation  to  the  national  vanity  for 
the  glory  of  living  under  a  ruler  who,  for  the  greater  period  of  his  power^ 
had  only  gone  forth  to  new  conquests, — who  led  kings  captive,  and  who  filled 
France  with  spoils  of  subject  cities.    The  one  surpassing  folly  of  the  restored 


»  «*  Lord  Dudley's  LettciB,"  p.  42.  f^  r^r^n]r> 
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goremment  was  the  belief  that  France,  and  especially  Paris,  could  forget 
Napoleon.  When  our  Charles  II.  returned  to  St.  James's  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  armj  of  Monk,  it  was  held  that  his  reign  commenced  on  the 
terrible  30tli  of  January,  on  which  his  father  had  perished  before  the 
Banqueting  House  at  Whitehall.  It  was  in  England  determined  to  ignore 
the  twelve  years  of  the  Commonwealth.  But  it  was  easier  for  the  Stuarts  to 
take  their  place  as  a  matter  of  absolute  right  and  necessity — :for  the  loyalists 
had  always  been  an  enduring  power  even  during  the  supremacy  of  Cromwell 
— ^than  for  the  Bourbons  to  re-enter  the  Tuileries  as  if  they  had  been  excluded 
for  twenty  years  by  a  mere  dominant  usurpation  which  had  died  out.  The 
very  existence  of  Monsieur,  and  of  the  Comte  D*  Artois,  had  been  as  completely 
ibrgotten  by  the  people,  as  they  had  become  alienated  from  the  emigrant  no- 
bility, who  had  fled  from  their  ancient  chateaux,  and  whose  lands  had  passed 
into  the  hands  of  small  proprietors  who  hated  the  name  of  Seigneurs  in  the 
dread  that  the  quiet  possession  of  what  they  had  bought  as  national  domain 
might  be  disturbed.  The  egregious  folly  which  believed  that  a  nation  could 
altogether  forget,  was  exhibited  in  the  attempt  to  destroy  every  symbol  of  the 
mle  of  Bonaparte.  The  Parisians  laughed  at  the  littleness  which  set  the 
upholsterers  to  work  in  defacing  the  N.,  which  was  multiplied  on  the  carpets 
and  hangings  of  the  Tuileries ;  but  they  were  angry  when  the  white  flag  took 
the  place  of  the  tricolor.  The  anger  of  the  bourgeoisie  was  perhaps  of  little 
consequence.  They  grumbled  and  sneered  at  the  ordinances  of  the  police, 
which  forbad  shops  to  be  opened  on  Sundays  and  fete  days.  Wine  sellers, 
restauratenrs,  and  billiard-table  keepers,  thought  that  no  tyranny  could  be 
equal  to  that  of  closing  their  establishments  during  the  hours  of  divine 
service.  The  government  was  right  in  its  desire  that  a  decent  show  of 
respect  for  religion  should  take  the  place  of  the  old  license ;  yet  it  was  not 
so  easy  to  change,  the  habits  of  a  generation.  The  discontent  of  the  idle 
pleasure-seeking  Parisians  would  not  have  brought  back  Napoleon,  had  not 
ofience  been  given  to  a  much  more  powerful  and  imited  body.  The  army  felt 
more  acutely  than  the  people  the  suppression  of  the  tricolor.  The  men  hid 
their  old  cockades  in  their  knapsacks ;  the  officers,  when  the  cockades  and 
the  standards  were  required  to  be  given  up,  concealed  the  eagles,  or  burnt  the 
standards,  which  they  had  followed  to  victory.  Thousands  of  old  soldiers 
were  pouring  into  France,  released  as  prisoners  of  war,  or  turned  out  from 
the  fortresses  of  provinces  once  annexed  to  the  empire.  The  distinctive 
numbers  of  the  regiments  were  entirely  changed,  so  that  the  peculiar  glory 
and  heroism  of  each  regiment  were  lost  in  the  renown  of  the  general  mass. 
The  army  was  reduced  with  imprudent  haste;  officers  of  the  regiments 
retained  by  the  restored  government  were  put  upon  half  pay,  and  their  places 
were  supplied  by  young  men  who  had  seen  no  service,  or  by  ancient  gentle- 
men whose  only  merit  was  to  have  emigrated.  Numerous  Invalides  were 
turned  out  from  their  refuge  in  Paris  to  exhibit  their  wounds  and  proclaim 
their  wrongs  in  the  provinces.  The  power  which  had  so  long  dominated  over 
Prance  was  not  judiciously  reduced ;  its  vanity  was  outraged  by  unnecessary 
afirunts.  The  head  of  that  wondrous  military  organization  which  bad  so  long 
kept  Europe  in  terror  was  his  own  master,  in  an  island  within  two  days*  sail 
of  the  shores  of  France,  unwatched  and  uncared  for,  as  if  he  had  utterly 
^ne  out  of  the  minds  of  his  idolaters.    The  symbols  of  his  authority  had 
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disappeared  from  the  palaces  and  public  buildings  of  France  f  but  a  symbol 
w  as  invented  to  indicate  that  with  the  return  of  spring  the  hero  would  come 
back  to  chase  the  Bourbons  from  their  throne,  and  to  repair  the  disasters  of 
the  last  year  of  the  empire.  Little  prints  of  groups  of  violets  were  handed 
from  hand  to  hand,  in  which  the  outline  of  a  well-known  face  might  be  traced 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  flowers.  JPere  la  Violette  was  tbe  name  by  which 
the  expected  one  was  now  recognized ;  and  before  the  violets  were  come,  this 
sii^n  had  passed  from  soldier  to  soldier.  As  they  looked  proudly  and  signi- 
ficantly around  them,  and  talked  mysteriously  in  spite  of  the  police,  men 
fancied  that  a  crisis  was  approaching,  and  that  the  Bee  might  once  more 
replace  the  Lily  on  robes  of  state  and  on  chairs  of  sovereignty.  Tbe  army 
fnight  gain  in  a  renewed  power  to  dominate  at  home  and  to  plunder  abroad. 
But  what  would  the  people  gain  who,  in  less  than  a  year  afber  they  had 
rejected  Napoleon,  had  begun  to  sympathize  with  the  desire  of  the  army  for 
his  return  f  Some  of  the  more  sober  amongst  Frenchmen  saw,  in  spite  of 
the  ultra-monarchical  tendencies  of  such  as  the  Oomte  D*Artois  and  hi^ 
fnction,  an  almost  certainty  that  genuine  liberty  and  real  prosperity  would  bi? 
established  when  false  glory  had  lost  its  charm ;  that  a  spirit  of  Christian 
tolerance  would  take  the  place  of  the  irreligion  which  the  restored  priestcraft 
had  thought  to  supplant  by  a  bigoted  formality.  These  reasoners  did  not 
understand  the  nation  whose  restless  propensities  had  been  confirmed  by 
fifteen  years  of  aggressive  despotism,  succeeding  ten  years  of  sensitive 
democracy — a  nation  most  difficult  to  govern,  because  **  always  deceiving  its 
masters,  who  fear  it  either  too  little  or  too  much."  • 

The  Treaty  of  Paris,  ratified  between  Franco  and  the  Allied  Powers  en 
the  dOth  of  May,  was  published  at  the  same  time  that  the  Charter  was  pro- 
mulgated. Thiers  describes  with  a  touching  sensibility  the  pain  produced 
amongst  all  classes  by  a  knowledge  of  the  terms  of  this  treaty :  \  They 
recognized  the  cruel  hand  of  the  stranger,  above  all,  in  the  limitation  of  our 
frontiers:^  The  maledictions  of  the  nation,  he  says,  ''fell  chiefly  upon 
England  and  upon  Austria."  t  It  could  have  been  no  matter  of  surprise  to 
any  Frenchman  of  ordinary  intelligence  that  the  prolonged  resistance  of 
Napoleon  to  the  moderate  demands  of  the  Allied  Powers,  in  1813  and  1814, 
liad  ended  in  the  limitation  of  France  to  her  ancient  frontiers.  Whilst 
Bonaparte  was  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army,  and  the  event  of  a  conflict  on 
the  soil  of  France  was  full  of  uncertainty,  the  Allied  Powers  published  their 
celebrated  Declaration  of  Frankfort  of  the  1st  of  December,  1813,  in  which 
they  said,  "The    Allied    Sovereigns    desire    that   France  may  be  great, 

])owerful,  and  happy The  Powers  confirm  to  the  French  empire 

an  extent  of  territory  which  France  under  her  kings 'never  knew."  Lord 
Aberdeen  had  concurred  with  Mettemich  in  approving  this  declaration. 
Lord  Castlereagh,  on  the  contrary,  thought  this  gratuitous  engagement 
previous  to  the  opening  of  a  negotiation  was  most  inconvenient  and  blame- 
able.  X  tin  the  conferences  of  Chatillon  of  March  1814,  the  final  terms 
proposed  to  Napoleon  as  the  conditions  on  which  he  should  be  recognized  as 

•  De  Tocqnevillo— "  Society  before  tbe  Revolotion." 

t  '*  Histoire  du  Consulat  et  de  rEmpire/'  tome  zviii.  p.  192. 

t  Letter  from  the  Uagae,  Dec.  14.  r^  l 
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Emperor,  were  the  cession  of  the  whole  of  the  conquests  made  by  France 
since  1792.  Napoleon  rejected  these  terms,  and  was  compelled  to  abdicate. 
.  While  these  negotiations  were  pending,  Great  Britain,  Austria,  Bussia,  and 
Prussia  concluded  the  "Treaty  of  Union,  Concert,  and  Subsidy,'*  known  as 
the  Treaty  of  Cbaumont,  which  declared,  that  if  the  French  Government  should 
refuse  the  conditions  contained  in  proposals  for  a  general  peace,  the  solemn 
engagement  thus  entered  into  was  intended  "  to  draw  closer  the  ties  which 
uaite  them,  for  the  rigorous  prosecution  of  a  war  undertaken  for  the  salutary 
purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  the  miseries  of  Europe,  by  re-establishing  a 
just  balance  of  power.'^  The  restoration  of  the  ancient  dynasty  was  naturally 
associated  with  a  return  to  the  ancient  territorial  limits  of  France,  fit  was 
this  association  that,  in  addition  to  other  grievances,  real  or  imaginary,  made 
the  Bourbons  obnoxious  to  a  generation  incessantly  familiar  with  conquest, 
and  proportionately  stimulated  into  a  belief  that  France  was  the  inevitable 
arbitresa  of  the  destinies  of  the  world.) 

The  duke  of  Wellington  succeeded  lord  Castlereagh  as  the  British  Minister 
nt  Vienna,  when  the  labours  of  the  Congress  were  approaching  their  termina- 
tion. The  main  points  were  concluded.*  There  were  only  some  formal  acts 
to  be  done.  The  sovereigus  and  the  ministers  of  the  larger  states  were  about 
to  separate,  when  their  departure  for  their  several  countries  was  arrested  by 
the  news  of  the  great  event  of  the  return  of  the  ex-emperor  to  France. 

The  poflition  of  Napoleon  at  Elba  was  that  of  an  independent  sovereign. 
He  had  many  soldiers  around  him  devoted  to  his  interests.  He  had  cruisers 
by  which  he  could  keep  up  a  correspondence  with  Italy  and  with  France. 
During  the  sitting  of  the  Congress,  the  evident  danger  arising  out  of  his 
vicinity  to  the  Continent  was  constantly  present  to  the  minds  of  some  of  the 
diplomatists ;  although  they  heard  that  the  monarch  of  the  little  island 
appeared  not  only  resigned  to  his  fate,  but  interested  in  the  improvement 
of  his  dominions  and  the  prosperity  of  his  people.  His  occupations  of 
directing  new  buildings  and  of  planning  new  roads  did  not  deceive  every 
one ;  and  there  was  serious  talk  of  conveying  him  to  some  more  secure  place 
— some  inaccessible  island  of  the  Atlantic — where  the  shadow  of  the  eagle's 
wing  would  cease  to  frighten  the  timorous  birds.  The  emperor  of  Bussia, 
however,  insisted  upon  the  literal  fulfilment  of  the  Treaty  of  Fontainebleau. 
It  was  with  him  a  point  of  honour  to  leave  Napoleon  undisturbed  ;  to  sur- 
round him  with  no  spies ;  to  let  him  feel  that  he  was  in  no  sense  of  the  word 
a  prisoner.  Sir  Neil  Campbell  was  sent,  in  April,  1814,  by  the  British 
government  to  Elba^  with  instructions  to  '*pay  every  proper  respect  and 
attention  to  Napoleon,  to  whose  secure  asylum  in  Elba  it  is  the  wish  of  his 
Hoyal  Highness  the  Prince  Begent  to  afford  every  facility  and  protection.** 
He  was  to  remain  there  as  long  as  Napoleon  might  desire  his  presence.  Sir 
Neil  Campbell  lived  on  the  most  friendly  and  familiar  terms  with  the  ex- 
emperor  ;  occasionally  went  away  to  Florence  or  to  Leghorn ;  and  having 
up  apprehensions  of  danger,  did  not  consider  that  he  was  called  upon  to 
cxircise  any  peculiar  watchfulness.  But  in  the  middle  of  February  his 
suspicions  were  excited,  and  he  went  to  Florence  to  consult  with  the  British 
ambassador  there  as  to  the  necessity  of  having  some  adequate  naval  force 


See  Chapter  III. 
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about  the  island.  French  historians  have  generally  some  recondite  theory  at 
hand  to  account  for  very  natural  occurrences.  M.  Capefigue  thinks  that 
there  was  a  complicity  on  the  part  of  England  in  the  return  of  Napoleon. 
He  believes  that  England,  which  had  been  an  absorbing  power  in  Europe 
during  the  imperial  epoch,  now  seeing  that  Bussia  was  too  paramount,  con- 
ceived that  she  might  recover  the  first  rank  in  a  new  struggle  with  Napoleon. 
The  English  cruisers  therefore  shut  their  eyes  during  the  passage  of  Bona- 
parte to  the  Gulf  of  St.  Juan.*    Always,  perfide  Album, 

Upon  the  13th  of  March,  "  the  Powers  who  signed  the  Treaty  of  Paris 
assembled  in  Congress  at  Vienna,  being  informed  of  the  escape  of  Napoleon 
Bonaparte,  and  of  his  entrance  into  France  with  an  armed  force,"  published 
a  declaration  which  at  once  put  an  end  to  all  possibility  of  terminating  this 
issue  without  a  trial  of  strength  more  or  less  severe.  The  declaration  con- 
tained these  emphatic  words: — "By  thus  violating  the  convention  which 
had  established  him  in  the  Island  of  Elba,  Bonaparte  destroys  the  only  lee^l 
title  on  which  his  existence  depended ;  by  appearing  again  in  France  with 
projects  of  confusion  and  disorder,  he  has  deprived  himself  of  the  protection 
of  the  law,  and  has  manifested  to  the  universe  that  there  can  be  neiiher 
truce  nor  peace  with  him.  The  Powers  consequently  declare,  that  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  has  placed  himself  without  the  pale  of  civil  and  social  relations, 
and  that,  as  an  enemy  and  a  disturber  of  the  tranquillity  of  the  world,  he 
has  rendered  himself  liable  to  public  vengeance." 

In  a  despatch  of  the  duke  of  Wellington  of  the  12th  of  March,  he 
writes:  "It  is  my  opinion  that  Bonaparte  has  acted  upon  false  or  no 
information,  and  that  the  king  will  destroy  him  without  difficulty,  and 
in  a  short  time.  If  he  does  not,  the  afi'air  will  be  a  serious  one,  and 
great  and  immediate  effort  must  be  made."t  On  the  4!th  of  April,  Wel- 
lington had  arrived  in  Brussels  to  devise  measures  for  the  defence  of  the 
Netherlands.  The  "affair"  had  become  "a  serious  one."  Napoleon  had 
marched  from  Cannes  to  Grenoble  without  encountering  any  opposition 
in  the  thinly-populated  moimtainous  regions  of  Dauphiny.  He  had  been 
in  communication  with  Labedoyere,  who  was  an  officer  of  the  garrison  at 
G-renoble,  and  this  young  colonel  was  ready  with  the  men  he  commanded 
to  hoist  the  tricolor.  General  Marchand,  the  governor  of  Grenoble,  who 
was  firm  in  his  allegiance  to  the  sovereign  of  the  Bestoration,  sent  out  a 
detachment  to  observe  the  force  that  was  approaching.  Napoleon  alone 
advanced  to  meet  them,  exclaiming^  "  I  am  your  Emperor ;  fire  on  me  if  you 
wish."  The  soldiers  threw  themselves  on  their  knees,  and  amidst  shouts  of 
"  Vive  V Emperewr,^^  joined  his  ranks.  Labedojere  and  his  men  swelled  the 
number,  and  Napoleon  entered  Grenoble  amidst  the  cheers  of  the  soldiery 
and  the  citizens.  On  the  12th  of  March  he  was  at  Lyon.  From  this  city 
he  issued  decrees  which  assumed  that  he  was  already  in  possession  of  the 
supreme  authority.  By  these  the  Chambers  of  Peers  and  Deputies  were 
dissolved ;  the  returned  emigranta  were  banished ;  titles  of  honour,  except 
for  national  services,  were  abolished ;  and  emigrant  officers  who  had  received 
commissions  from  the  restored  government  were  struck  ofif  the  list  of  the  army. 

•  "  Lfs  Cent  Jonrs,"  tome  i.  p.  128. 
t  "I>e8i>atch€^"  Tol.  xii.  p.  268. 
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On  the  14th  of  March,  Marshal  iNey,  who  on  the  7th  had  taken  leave  of 
the  king  with  the  assurance  that  he  would  bring  back  Bonaparte  in  an  iron 
cage»  published  a  proclamation  to  the  army  at  Auierre,  which  thus  begins : — 
**  Officers  and  Soldiers,  the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  is  irrevocably  lost :  the 
legitimate  dynasty  which  the  French  nation  has  adopted  is  about  again  to 
mount  the  throne."  It  was  in  vain  that  in  the  two  Chambers  at  Paris 
Napoleon  was  denounced  as  a  public  enemy,  and  that  the  benefits  of  a  charter 
under  a  constitutional  monarch  were  set  forth  in  contrast  with  the  principles 
of  a  military  despot.  The  troops  could  no  longer  be  relied  upon.  On  the 
19th  of  March  the  king,  by  proclamation,  dissolved  the  Chambers.  On  the 
20ih,  after  midnight,  Louis  and  the  royal  family  left  the  Tuileries.  On  the 
25th,  his  Court  was  established  at  Ohent.  Napoleon  was  at  Fontainebleau 
on  the  19th.  On  the  21st  he  slept  in  the  palace  of  the  Tuileries,  having 
been  borne  up  the  grand  staircase  by  an  enthusiastic  crowd,  and  welcomed 
in  the  familiar  saloons  by  ladies  of  his  old  court,  who  showered  upon  him 
bouquets  of  violets.  The  wives  and  daughters  of  his  marshals  and  generals 
had  been  neglected  or  openly  affronted  by  those  who  had  come  to  the  levies 
of  the  restored  monarch  with  an  imprudent  contempt  of  a  revolutionary 
aristocracy :  the  ladies  of  the  imperial  court  had  now  their  revenge. 

On  the  6th  of  AprU,  the  Prince  Begent  sent  a  message  to  the  two  houses 
of  Parliament,  that  the  events  which  had  recently  occurred  in  France  had 
induced  bis  royal  highness  to  give  directions  for  the  augmentation  of  the 
land  and  sea  forces.  It  was  also  announced  that  the  Prince  Begent  had  lost 
no  time  in  "  entering  into  communication  with  the  Allied  Powers  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  such  a  concert  as  might  most  effectually  provide  for  the 
general  and  permanent  security  of  Europe."  The  Treaty  of  Vienna  of  the 
23rd  of  March  had  bound  the  Allied  Powers  to  make  war  together  upon 
Napoleon,  and  to  conclude  no  separate  peace  with  him.  The  resistance  in 
the  British  Parliament  to  the  determination  to  engage  in  this  war  was  very 
feeble^  In  the  debate  on  the  Address  for  arming  and  acting  in  concert  with 
our  Allies,  Mr.  Whitbread  moved  an  amendment,  to  implore  the  Begent  to 
use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  preserve  peace.  It  was  rejected  by  a  majority 
of  220  against  37.  A  second  motion  for  an  Address,  praying  the  Crown  not 
to  involve  the  country  in  a  war  upon  the  ground  of  excluding  a  particular 
person  from  the  government  of  France,  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  273 
against  72.  The  enormous  sums  demanded  by  the  government  were  voted 
almost  without  inquiry.  When  a  budget  was  brought  forward  on  the  14th 
of  Jane,  which  included  a  total  charge  of  eighty-one  millions,  of  which 
thirty-six  millions  were  a  Idan,  there  were  *'  not  more  than  seventy  persons 
present  in  the  house,  though  late  in  the  evening."  * 

Napoleon,  on  the  30th  of  April,  had  issued  a  decree  convoking  the  Elec- 
toral Colleges  for  the  nomination  of  Deputies  to  the  Chamber  of  Bepresen- 
tatives.  The  greater  number  of  the  people  abstained  from  voting.  It  was 
necessary  to  do  something  striking,  and  Napoleon  determined  to  revive  the 
old  revolutionary  fete  of  tbe  Champ  de  Mai.  It  was  in  this  assembly  of  two 
hundred  thooisand  of  both  sexes  that  he  announced  that  the  wishes  of  the 
nation  having  brought  him  back  to  the  throne,  his  whole  thoughts  were 


*  Lord  OolchesterB  *«  Diary,"  toI.  ii.  p.  546. 
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turned  to  the  "founding  our  liberty  on  a  Constitution  resting  on  the  wishes 
and  interests  of  the  people."  This  Constitution  was  called  "  Acte  additionel 
aux  Constitutions  de  TEmpire."  It  was  a  very  literal  copy  of  the  Charter  of 
Louis  XVIII.,  and  had  been  forced  upon  the  emperor  by  a  party  who  believed 
that  a  limited  monarchy,  with  representative  institutions,  might  be  a  suc- 
cessful experiment  whether  under  a  Bourbon  or  a  Bonaparte.  Napoleon 
had  addressed  letters  to  the  European  potentates,  professing  his  moderate 
and  peaceful  intentions.  No  faith  could  be  placed  in  his  professions,  and  his 
letters  were  unanswered.  There  could  only  be  one  solution  of  the  question- 
between  Napoleon  and  the  Allied  Powers.  In  the  Champ  de  Mai  he 
exclaimed,  **  The  princes  who  resist  all  popular  rights  are  determined  on  war. 
For  war  we  must  prepare.'*  The  Chambers  commenced  their  functions,  not 
in  the  old  spirit  of  the  Empire,  but  as  if  they  were  really  trusted  with  power, 
as  portions  of  that  Constitution  to  which  the  emperor  had  sworn  in  the 
Champ  de  Mai.  His  real  security  depended  little  upon  the  state  of  public 
opinion  and  upon  the  subserrience  of  the  legislature,  but  upon  the  efficiency 
with  which  he  could  reorganize  his  army.  Devoting  all  his  energies  to  this 
task,  he  was  very  soon  prepared  with  a  bold  plan  of  operation.  He  would 
not  wait  for  the  attacks  of  his  enemies,  but  would  pass  the  French  frontiers, 
and  engage  with  some  portions  of  the  allied  armies  before  they  could  unite. 
On  the  11th  of  June,  having  appointed  a  Provisional  Government  to  act  in 
concert  with  the  Chambers,  he  left  Paris  in  the  evening.  On  the  13th 
he  was  at  Avesnes.'  On  the  15th  he  had  crossed  the  frontier,  and  was  at 
the  head  of  122,000  men,  at  Charleroi  in  the  Netherlands. 

Most  of  the  garrisons  of  the  Netherlands  had  been  strengthened  by  the 
vigilance  of  the  duke  of  Wellington ;  Charleroi  was  amongst  the  weakest. 
In  addition  to  the  general  belief  that  Napoleon  would  remain  on  the  defensive, 
the  uncertainty  as  to  the  line  of  operations  which  he  would  choose  if  he 
determined  on  the  offensive  by  an  invasion  of  the  Low  Countries,  forbade  a 
concentration  of  force  upon  any  one  of  the  assailable  points  of  the  fr<mtier. 
It  was  open  to  Napoleon  to  attack  the  Prussians  by  the  Meuse  ;  to  enter  by 
Mons,  to  drive  back  Wellington  upon  Antwerp ;  or  to  advance  by  the  Sambre, 
upon  the  point  of  junction  of  the  two  armies.  The  four  Prussian  corps  of 
Blucher  were  kt  Charleroi,  at  Namur,  at  Dinant,  and  at  Li&ge.  The  army  of 
Wellington,  consisting  of  British,  Netherlanders,  and  Hanoverians,  was  dis- 
tributed in  cantonments,  a  reserve  occupying  the  environs  of  Brussels,  whcre^ 
the  duke  had  established  his  head-quarters.  The  troops  under  his  command, 
however  separated,  could  easily  unite,  and  they  had  the  most  precise  directions' 
how  to  act  in  the  case  of  the  French  passing  the  frontier.  The  statement  that 
Wellington  had  received  false  information  from  Fouch^  upon  Napoleon's 
movements,  and  was  therefore  surprised  >vhen  Napoleon  was  upon  the  Sambre, 
is  thus  contradicted  by  the  duke's  intimate  friend,  lord  EUesmere :  '*  I  can 
assert  on  the  duke's  personal  authority,  and  on  that  of  others  in  his  con* 
fidence  at  head-quarters,  that  the  duke  neither  acted  on  nor  received  any 
such  intelligence  as  that  supposed,  from  Fouch^  or  any  one  else :  that  he 
acted  on  reports  received  from  his  own  outposts  and  those  of  his  allies,  the 
Prussians,  and  on  these  alone."  The  surprise  is  supposed  to  be  confirmed 
by  the  fact  that  Wellington  attended  a  ball  at  Brussels  after  hostilities  had 
begun.    Upon  this,  lord  EUesmere  sajs,  "  it  is  only  necessary  to  state  that 
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Napoleon's  adTftnce  was  known  to  the  duke  long  before  the  period  fixed  f6r 
that  festiyitj ;  that  the  question  whether  it  should  be  allowed  to  proceed  had 
been  fully  discussed  and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  It  was  held  that  a  recall 
of  the  invitations  would  create  premature  alarm  among  the  population  of 
Brussels,  and  premature  encouragement  to  a  pretty  numerous  party  in  its 
walls  divafifected  to  the  cause  of  the  Allies."  The  Despatches  of  Wellington 
sufficiently  prove  that  he  was  perfectly  aware  of  thQ  advance  of  Napoleon 
when  he  went  to  the  ball.  At  half-past  nine  on  the  evening  of  the  15th,  he 
wrote  to  the  duke  de  Berri,  that  the  enemy  attacked  the  Prussian  posts  at 
Thnin  that  morning,  and  appeared  to  threaten  Cbarleroi.  "  I  have  ordered  our 
troops  to  prepare  to  march  at  break  of  day."  The  duke  had  issued  the  mosl^ 
precise  directions  for  the  several  positions  which  the  whole  of  his  army  were  to 
take  up  that  night ;  every  separate  direction  concluding  with  the  emphatic 
words, "  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice."  •  For  the  troops,  who 
were  immediately  under  his  eye,  the  order  was  "  to  be  in  readiness  to  march 
from  Brussels  at  a  moment's  notice :"  that  moment  arrived  even  before  the  break 
of  day.  The  duke  quietly  supped  with  the  gay  assembly  at  the  duchess  of  Bich- 
mond's ;  he  and  his  generals  gradually  retired ;  the  drums  beat  the  alarm ;  the 
bugle-call  gave  the  signal  for  '*  mounting  in  hot  haste ;  "  the  bagpipes  sum- 
moned  the  Highlanders ;  the  artillery  was  rumbling  through  the  streets ;  the 
measured  tread  of  infantry,  and  the  sharp  rattle  of  cavalry,  were  heard  in  every 
quarter  of  the  old  town.  The  whole  scene  was  changed  from  revelry  to  war 
before  the  'Mast  light  had  fled"  from  that  « banquet4iall."  The  reserve 
at  Brussels  were  all  on  the  march  through  the  forest  of  Soignies,  on  the  road 
to  Quatre  Bras,  in  the  morning  twilight.  The  duke  of  Brunswick  had  gone 
forthy  heading  his  gallant  countrymen  in  their  sombre  Jivery  of  grief  for  his 
father's  death  at  Jena.  The  prince  of  Orange  had  marched  to  the  front 
the  moment  he  left  the  ball-room.  The  duke  of  Wellington  was  soon  up 
with  his  men,  who  cheered  him  as  ho  passed.  He  well  knew  the  ground 
where  his  great  struggle  was  to  be  made.  He  coiild  calculate  with  exactness 
the  moment  when  the  divisions  would  join  him  upon  the  road  towards  the 
enemy. 

There  was  an  interval  only  of  a  few  Hours  before  the  march  from  Brussels, 
and  the  gathering  of  other  divisions  on  the  roads  which  led  to  Quatre  Bras, 
were  succeeded  by  a  battle.  The  Prussians,  under  general  Ziethen,  who  had  - 
been  driven  from  Cbarleroi  on  the  15th,  had  retired  upon  Eleurus.  Marshal 
Blilcher  had  concentrated  the  Prussian  army  upon  Sombref,  with  the  villages 
of  St.  Amand  and  Ligny  in  front  of  his  position.  If  Wellington  is  con- 
sidered by  some  to  have  been  tardy  in  concentrating  his  troops  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  the  Sambre,  Napoleon  is  equally  liable  to  reproach  in  having 
believed  that  Blucher  was  concentrating  his  troops  about  Namur,  and  in 
having  neglected  to  attack  the  separate  corps  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
16th,  before  they  had  nearly  all  united.  Bulow's  corps,  however,  had  not 
come  up  to  join  Blucher,  when  Napoleon  attacked  him  in  front,  expecting 
that  Ney  would  also  have  attacked  him  in  the  rear.  The  movement  of  Ney 
was  interferred  with  by  the  timely  arrival  of  ISir  Thomas  Picton's  division  at 
Quatre  Bras>,  in  company  with  the    Brunswickera  and  the  contingent  of 

•  "Den>atclie8,"  rol.  xii.  p.  472.  ^  , 
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Nassau.  Wellington  had  himself  ridden  to  Sombref,  and  had  conferred  with 
BlUcher  before  the  battle  (.known  as  that  of  Ligny  had  begun.  He  had 
returned  to  Quatre  Bras  by  four  o'clock,  and  then  took  the  command  of  his 
own  army.  The  battle  between  the  French  and  the  Prussians  lasted  for  three 
or  four  hours.  Although  BlUcher  maintained  his  position,  he  was  so  weakened 
by  the  severity  of  the  contest,  that  he  marched  in  the  night  and  concentrated 
his  army  upon  Wavre.  The  British  also  maintained  their  position,  *'  and 
completely  defeated  and  repulsed,"  says  the  duke,  "  all  the  enemy's  attempts 
to  get  possession  of  it."  Our  loss  was  severe,  amounting  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  to  more  than  2,500  men.  The  duke  was  very  composed  after 
this  first  trial  of  strength.  The  Spanish  general,  Alava,  saw  at  the  dose  of 
that  day  his  old  companion  in  the  Peninsular  war  sitting  by  the  road-side  ; 
and  to  his  surprise  was  asked,  "  Were  you  at  Lady 's  party  last  night  ?"* 

The  movement  of  Bliicher  rendered  a  correspondent  movement  necessary 
upon  the  part  of  Wellington.  At  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  he 
retired  from  Quatre  Bras  upon  Waterloo,  a  distance  of  about  seven  miles. 
Between  Waterloo  and  Wavre  was  a  distance  of  about  ten  miles,  through  a 
country  of  difficult  defiles.  On  the  17th  the  French  made  no  attempt  to 
pursue  Bliicher.  A  large  body  of  French  cavalry  followed  the  English 
cavalry  under  lord  TJxbridge ;  and  at  Oenappe  they  were  charged  by  the  first 
Life  Guards.  In  the  course  of  the  day  Napoleon  moved  forward  his  army 
upon  the  same  road  over  which  Wellingtoa  had  marched  earlier  in  the 
morning.  Wellington  had  taken  up  his  position  in  advance  of  the  village  of 
Waterloo,  near  Mont  St.  Jean,  where  the  high  roads  from  Charleroi  and 
Nivelles  crossed.  On  the  night  of  the  I7th,  and  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
18th,  Napoleon  collaeted  his  whole  army,  ¥rith  the  exception  of  a  corps 
which  had  been  sent  under  Grouchy  to  observe  Bliicher,  on  a  range  of  heights 
in  front  of  the  British  position. 

The  battle  field  of  Waterloo  has  been  described  again  and  again  by 
observers  capable  of  impressing  us  by  the  spirit  or  the  accuracy  of  their 
pictures.  The  poet,  the  historian,  and  the  tactician,  have  ipade  every  point 
in  some  degree  familiar  to  us.  Byron  says,  "  I  went  on  horseback  twice  over 
the  field,  comparing  it  with  my  recollection  of  similar  scenes.  As  a  plain, 
Waterloo  seems  marked  out  for  the  scene  of  some  great  action,  though  this 
may  be  mere  imagination.  I  have  viewed  with  attention  those  of  Platea, 
Troy,  jyfantinea,  Leuctra,  Chsronea,  and  Marathon ;  and  the  field  around 
Mount  St.  Jean  and  Hougoumont  appears  to  want  little  but  a  better  cause, 
and  that  undefinable  but  impressive  halo  which  the  lapse  of  ages  throws 
around  a  celebrated  spot,  to  vie  in  interest  with  any  or  all  of  these,  except, 
perhaps,  the  last  mentioned."  t  Before  Byron  had  gone  over  the  field,  it  had 
been  called  "  this  modern  Marathon."  J  During  the  lapse  of  nearly  half  a 
century,  it  is  not  the  "  undefinable  but  impressive  halo  which  the  lapse  of 
ages  throws  around  a  celebrated  spot,"  which  has  made  this  ground  such 
an  object  of  curiosity  to  English  visitors  of  the  continent.  Neither  are  there 
many  who  think  that  its  interest  requires  "a  better  cause."     So  many  of 

•  Lord  Kllesmere—"  Life  of  Wellington." 
t  Notes  to  "Childe  Harold,"  canto  iii. 
X  hf>Td,  Dudley's  "Letters,"  p.  U^r 
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our  countiTnien  have  trayersed  this  battle  field,  and  bave  thus  acquired  a 
knowledge  which  no  description  can  convey,  that  we  shall  only  attempt 
briefly  to  indicate  a  few  of  its  peculiar  aspects  in  connection  with  a  very 
genend  narrative  of  the  leading  events  of  the  great  day  of  the  18th  of 
June.* 

On  the  ground  which  we  call  the  field  of  Waterloo  (although  the  battle 
was  fought  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  advance  of  that  village),  Wellington 
had  taken  up  his  position,  with  a  certain  knowledge,  derived  from  several 
previous  examinations,  of  its  capabilities  for  defence.  *'  He  used  to  describe 
the  line  of  ground  between  the  farm  of  La  Haye  Sainte  and  Hougoumont  as 
resembling  the  curtain  of  a  bastion,  with  these  two  positions  for  its  ang1e8."t 
The  first  care  of  the  duke  was  to  occupy  with  sufficient  force  these  two 
angles,  Hougoumont,  near  the  Nivelles  road,  in  iront  of  the  right  centre,  and 
La  Haye  Sainte,  close  to  the  Genappe  road,  in  front  of  the  left  centre.  The 
right  of  hia  position  was  thrown  back  to  a  ravine  near  Braine  Merbes, 
which  was  occupied ;  and  its  left  extended  to  the  chateau  of  Erichermont^ 
situated  on  a  height  above  the  hamlet  of  La  Haye.  The  undulating  plain 
upon  which  the  army  of  English,  Belgians,  and  Germans  looked  from  the 
ridge  on  which  they  stood  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  was  covered  with  crops 
of  grain,  of  potatoes,  and  of  clover.  It  had  rained  incessantly  through  the 
day ;  as  night  advanced  the  torrents  of  rain  were  accompanied  with  thunder 
and  lightning.  The  troops  had  to  bivouack  upon  the  wet  crops,  whilst  the 
genends  and  their  staff  obtained  shelter  in  the  adjacent  villages.  Wellington 
had  his  head-quarters  in  a  house  opposite  the  church  at  Waterloo.  At  three 
o^clock  in  the  morning  of  the  18th  he  was  writing  to  sir  Charles  Stuart  at 
Brussels,  with  a  calm  confidence  in  the  result  of  the  almost  inevitable 
struggle  of  that  day.  '*  The  Prussians  will  be  ready  again  in  the  morning 
for  anything.  Fray  keep  the  English  quiet  if  you  can.  Let  them  all  prepare 
to  move,  but  neither  be  in  a  hurry  or  a  fright,  as  all  will  yet  turn  out  well." 
At  the  same  hour  he  wrote  a  long  letter  in  French  to  the  duke  de  Berri,  in 
which  he  says,  **  I  hope,  and  moreover  I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  that 
all  will  go  well."  At  the  time  of  writing  this  letter,  only  a  portion  of  the 
French  army  had  taken  up  their  ground  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley, 
and  he  thought  it  possible  that  the  main  attack  might  be  made  at  Hal,  on  the 
great  road  from  Mens  to  Brussels.  He  had  thei*e  stationed  7000  men,  in 
addition  to  a  large  number  of  troops  under  the  command  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange.  The  possible  success  of  the  enemy  there,  appeared  to  him  "  the 
only  risk  we  run."  X  ^^  <^^™7  ^^^  ^  ^^^^^^  superior  in  number  to  that  of 
Napoleon,  but  it  was  inferior  in  artillery.  There  was  however  a  far  greater 
disparity.  Wellington  commanded  an  army  of  various  cations,  who  had 
never  before  fought  together ;  and  even  some  of  his  British  troops  were  new 
levies.  In  the  summer  of  1814,  a  large  number  of  his  famous  Peninsular 
soldiers  had  been  sent  to  America.  Napoleon,  on  the  contrary,  had  an  army 
which  he  could  wield  with  the  most  perfect  assurance  of  unity  of  action, 

*  The  aaihor  Timted  the  field  in  May,  1861,  in  company  with  bis  friend,  Mr.  W.  Harv^, 
vbo  then  made  the  two  aketchea  of  Hougoumont  which  illustrate  this  chaptei\ 
f  hard  Kliesmere. 
;  ••  Peapatehes,"  voL  xii.  pp.  476,  477. 
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composed  ia  great  part  of  veterans  who  had  returned  to  France  at  the  peace* 
When  Napoleon  saw  the  English  in  position  before  the  forest  of  Soignies,  he 
exclaimed,  "  At  last  I  have  them ;  nine  chances  to  ten  are  in  my  favour." 
He  was  of  opinion,  in  which  his  generaU  agreed  with  him,  that  it  was  con- 
trary to  the  most  simple  rules  of  the  art  of  war  for  Wellington  to  remain  ia 
the  position  which  he  occupied ;  that  having  behind  him  the  defiles  of  the 
forest  of  Soignies,  if  he  were  beaten  all  retreat  would  be  impossible* 
Extensive  and  compact  as  that  forest  was,  Wellington  knew  that  there  were 
many  roads  through  it,  all  converging  upon  Brussels,  most  of  which  were 
practicable  for  cavalry  and  for  artillery,  as  well  as  for  iufantry.  "  The  duke," 
says  Lord  Ellesmere,  "  was  of  opinion  that  his  troops  could  have  retired 
perfectly  well  through  the  wood  of  Soignies,  which,  like  other  beech  woods, 
is  open  at  bottom ;  and  he  was  still  further  satisfied  that,  if  driven  from  the 
open  field  of  Waterloo,  he  could  have  held  the  wood  against  all  comers  till 
joined  by  the  Prussians,  upon  whose  co-operation  he  throughout  depended 
and  relied."  The  greater  number  of  military  authorities  agree  ^that  the 
position  of  Mont  St.  Jean  was  well  chosen,  and  suitably  occupied.  * 

General  Jomini  has  described  as  one  of  the  advantages  of  the  position  of 
Wellington,  that  all  the  movements  of  the  French  could  be  seen  from  it. 
There  was  a  drizzling  rain  on  the  morning  of  the  18th;  but  occasionally  the 
sun  broke  through  the  clouds,  and  displayed  the  French  columns  deploying 
to  take  up  their  ground.  Amidst  the  inspiriting  airs  of  the  numerous  bands 
which  in  the  French  armies  were  always  ready  to  encourage  the  spirits  of 
the  soldier,  three  lines  were  formed,  of  infantry  and  cuirassiers  and 
lancers,  w^ith  the  artUlery  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge.  To  the  French  the 
British  army  offered  no  such  magnificent  spectacle,  the  greater  number  being 
concealed  by  the  unduktions  of  the  ridge  on  which  they  stood.  They  had 
taken  their  ground  silently  in  two  lines,  with  the  artillery  in  front,  and  the 
cavalry  in  the  rear.  They  stood  noiselessly,  except  when  one  loud  hurra  was 
raised  as  the  duke  rode  along  the  lines  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock. 
Large  detachments  were  in  the  inclosures  of  Hougoumont  and  La  Haye 
Sainte. 

The  bells  of  the  neighbouring  churches  were  summoning  to  worship  on 
that  Sabbath  mom  when  160,000  men  were  thus  preparing  to  destroy  each 
other.  The  clock  of  Nivelles  struck  eleven  as  the  first  cannon  was  fired 
from  the  French  centre.  On  the  left  of  their  line  the  quick  fire  of 
musketry  was  soon  heard  from  the  column  advancing  to  attack  Hougoumont. 
This  property  (the  Chateau-Goumont— corrupted  into  Hougoumont)  was  a 
comfortable  residence  of  a  Flemish  yeoman,  with  farm  buildings,  and  a  garden 
extensive  enough  to  be  misnamed  an  orchard,  which  was  inclosed  by  a  wall 
on  the  east  and  south  sides.  This  inclosure  of  about  two  acres  was  laid  out 
in  straight  walks  and  planted  with  well  trimmed  trees.  The  formal  garden 
is  now  laid  down  to  grass.  The  ruins  of  the  ch&teau,  which  was  burnt,  with 
the  exception  of  a  chapel  attached  to  it,  have  been  cleared  away.  A  humble 
dwelling,  formerly  the  gardener's  house,  now  stands  amidst  some  sheds  and 
other  rough  buildings,  the  inclosed  space  being  entered  by  a  pair  of  wooden 
gates,  closing  up  the  passage  to  the  yard.    There  is  not  much  here  to  see,  if 


*  Brialmoot — "Histoire  de  WelliDgtoo,^'  tome  u.  pp.  412, 
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we  look  cunorilj  upon  this  dilapidated  residence.  If  we  examine  it  carefully 
there  is  abundant  evidence  of  the  nature  of  the  struggle  which  here  took 
place  during  seven  or  eight  hours  of  that  eventful  day.  The  loop-holed 
walls  show  where  the  defenders  of  Hougoumont  fired  upon  the  attacking 
enemy ;  the  dints  of  the  assailing  shot  are  still  visible  on  many  a  brick.  One 
portion  of  the  gate,  too  injured  for  repair,  is  now  hung  up  as  a  memorial. 
It  is  scarcely  an  exaggeration  to  say,  "  This  Belgian  yeoman's  garden  wall 
was  the  safeguard  of  Europe,  and  the  destiny  of  mankind  perhaps  turned 
upon  the  possession  of  his  house."*  Six  thousand  French,  under  the 
command  of  Jerome  Bonaparte,  commenced  their  attack  upon  the  English 
light  troops  which  were  in  the  wood  around  the  ch&teau.  This  wood  was 
defended  with  an  obstinacy  which  was  attested  by  the  bullet  marks  upon 
every  tree.  The  wood  was,  however,  carried  by  the  French,  and  the  light 
troops  had  now  to  defend  the  walls  of  the  garden  and  the  gates  of  the  yard. 


HoQgoomoQt— Exterior  of  Garden  Wall. 

Some  preparation  had  been  made  for  this  in  the  loopholes  which  had  been 
knocked  out,  and  by  scaffolding  from  which  the  defenders  could  fire.  This 
deadly  contest  was  prolonged  without  any  result  till  two  o'clock,  when 
Napoleon  ordered  that  a  battery  of  howitzers  should  play  upon  the  building. 
It  was  soon  in  flames,  but  there  was  no  relaxation  in  the  resolute  defence 
of  the  farm-yard  by  the  Ist  and  2nd  Foot- Guards.  By  a  vehement  rush  the 
Pnmch  had  burst  open  the  gates ;  but  they  were  finally  closed  by  a  prodigious 


Lord  J>ud\9f9  "Letten,"  p.  134. 
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exertion  of  personal  strength,  in  wbich  colonel  Macdonnell  was  amongst  the 
most  efficient  of  the  stalwart  heroes.  The  prolonged  defence  of  Hougoumont 
had  a  decided  influence  in  deranging  the  plans  of  Napoleon.  "  The  general 
opinion  was,  that  after  haying  taken  the  post  of  Hougoumont,  he  would  then 
render  himself  master  of  La  Haye  Sainte,  and  afterwards  decide  the  battle 
by  a  violent  attack  of  his  reserve  upon  the  enemy's  centre."* 

The  difficulties  attending  the  attempt  to  give  an  intelligible  description  of 
a  great  battle,  such  as  that  of  Waterloo,  have  been  well  set  forth  by  Wellington 
himself.  He  had  been  applied  to  by  one  whom  he  evidently  held  in  great 
respect — probably  Walter  Scott — to  give  him  information  as  to  particular 
events  and  instances  of  personal  heroism,  for  the  purpose  of  a  connected 
narrative  description.  "The  object  which  you  propose  to  yourself  is  very 
difficult  of  attainment,  and,  if  really  attained,  is  not  a  little  invidious.  The 
history  of  a  battle  is  not  unlike  the  history  of  a  ball.  Some  individuals  may 
recollect  all  the  little  events  of  which  the  great  result  is  the  battle  won  or 
lost;  but  no  individual  can  recollect  the  order  in  which,  or  the  exact 
moment  at  which,  they  occurred,  which  makes  all  the  difference  as  to  their 
value  or  importance.' *t  Wellington's  own  official  description  of  the  progress 
of  the  contest  is  in  the  most  general  terms.  He  says  that  the  attack  upon 
the  right  of  our  centre  (Hougoumont)  was  accompanied  by  a  very  heavy 
cannonade  upon  our  whole  line.  Eepeated  attacks  of  cavalry  and  infantry, 
either  mixed  or  separate,  were  made  upon  us.  In  one  of  these  the  enemy 
carried  the  farm-house  of  La  Haye  Sainte.  The  enemy  repeatedly  charged 
our  infantry  with  his  cavalry,  but  these  attacks  were  uniformly  unsuccessful. 
They  were  repeated  till  about  seven  in  the  evening,  when  a  desperate  effort  to 
force  our  left  centre  was  defeated.  Having  observed  that  the  French  retired 
&om  this  attack  in  great  confusion ;  that  the  arrival  of  general  Bulow's  corps 
had  begun  to  take  effect ;  and  that  marshal  BlUcher  had  joined  in  person 
with  the  corps  of  his  army,  he  (Wellington)  determined  to  attack  the 
enemy,  and  immediately  advanced  the  whole  line  of  infantry,  supported  by 
the  cavalry  and  artillery.  The  attack  succeeded  in  every  point.  These 
official  generalities  have  far  less  interest  than  some  of  tbe  familiar  and 
pithy  sentences  addressed  by  the  duke  to  personal  friends.  To  lord 
Beresford  he  writes,  on  the  2nd  of  July,  "  Tou  will  have  heard  of  our 
battle  of  the  18th.  Never  did  I  see  such  a  pounding  match.  Both 
were  what  the  boxers  call  gluttons.  Napoleon  did  not  manoeuvre  at  all. 
He  just  moved  forward  in  the  old  style,  in  columns,  and  was  driven  off 
in  the  old  style.  The  only  difference  was,  that  he  mixed  cavalry  with 
his  infantry,  and  supported  both  with  an  enormous  quantity  of  artillery. 
I  had  the  infantry  for  some  time  in  squares,  and  we  had  the  French 
cavalry  walking  about  us  as  if  they  had  been  our  own.  I  never  saw 
the  British  infantry  behave  so  well."  J  It  has  been  truly  said,  "  there 
is  nothing  in  the  history  of  battles  more  sublime  than  the  generalship 
which  could  order,  and  the  patient  valour  that  could  sustain,  such  a  method  of 
fighting  as  this."§     The  desperate  attempts  to  pierce  our  line  were  defeated 

*  Brialmont  (qnodng  French  authorities),  tome  ii.  p.  415. 

t  "Despatches,"  vol.  xii.  p.  590. 

X  "Despatches,"  vol.  xii.  p.  629. 
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hj  that  unequalled  firmneBs  of  tbe  British  infantry  wHicb,  it  is  reported, 
led  Soult  to  say  to  tbe  emperor,  **  Sire,  I  know  these  Eoglisb ;  they  will 
die  on  tbe  ground  before  they  will  leave  it." 

This  devoted  endurance  during  seven  or  eight  of  tbe  most  trying  hours 
was  sustained  tbrougbout  by  the  presence  of  tbe  duke  at  every  point  of 
danger,  and  by  his  constant  care  to  spare  bis  troops  as  much  as  possible, 
by  repressing  the  natural  anxiety  of  men  in  battle  tu  be  actively  employed. 
Tbe  character  of  a  part  of  the  ridge  upon  which  the  British  line  was  placed 
has  been  materially  altered,  by  removing  the  earth  for  a  considerable  distance 
to  form  tbe  materials  for  an  enormous  mound,  on  the  top  of  which  is  the 
Belgian  lion.  Behind  this  natural  parapet  the  duke  had  placed  several 
regiments,  the  men  lying  down  concealed  from  tbe  French,  who  were  ad- 
vancing to  attack.  **  Up,  Guards,  and  at  them  ! "  were  the  words  that  in 
a  moment  presented  a  wall  of  bayonets  to  the  confident  French.  For  four 
or  five  hours  the  British  commander  had  to  endure  the  agony  of  disappointed 
expectation.  He  had  counted  upon  being  joined  by  Bliicher  about  one  in  the 
aftiemoon,  according  to  a  message  which  he  bad  received  when  the  battle 
had  b^nn.  Two  o'clock, — ^three  o'clock, — four  o'clock, — five  o'clock, — six 
o'clock,— came,  but  no  sign  of  the  expected  aid  on  his  left :  there  was 
nothing  for  it  but  to  endure.  General  Ficton  had  been  killed  before  the 
battle  was  half  over.  When  Wellington  was  told  that  of  Picton's  division 
of  7000  men  only  1500  remained, .  he  replied,  ''  They  must  stand  in  their 
place  till  the  last  man,"  and  they  did  stand.  A  general  officer  asked  that 
his  brigade,  reduced  to  a  third,  should  be  relieved.  "  It  is  impossible,"  said 
the  duke,  ^  he  and  I,  and  all  of  us,  are  called  upon  to  die  in  the  place  which 
we  occupy  at  this  moment."  Surrounded  by  his  men  in  a  square  charged 
by  the  French  cavalry,  he  exclaimed,  ''  Stand  fast,  95th !  we  must  not  be 
beaten,  my  firiends.  What  would  they  say  of  us  in  England  P  "  This  stoical 
fortitude  it  was  difficult  for  him  always  to  sustain.  Looking  upon  the 
carnage  around  him,  he  said,  "  There  are  yet  some  hours  left  for  cutting 
these  brave  fellows  in  pieces :  please  G-od  that  the  night  or  the  Prussians 
would  arrive  before  that  is  effected ! " 

The  official  despatch  of  Wellington  contained  these  words :  '^  I  should 
not  do  justice  to  my  own  feelings,  or  to  marshal  Blucher  and  the  Prussian 
army,  if  I  did  not  attribute  the  successful  result  of  this  arduous  day  to  the 
cordial  and  timely  assistance  I  received  from  them."  Blucher  had  arrived 
precisely  at  the  time  when  his  co-operation  in  another  part  of  the  field  was 
a  warrant  for  the  success  of  the  attack  by  Wellington  which  produced  the 
final  result.  Brialmont  cites  these  words  as  an  example  of  the  perfect  equity 
and  noble  disinterestedness  of  which  the  duke  had  given  so  many  proofs ; 
but  he  protests  against  the  injustice  by  which  some  historians  have  attempted 
to  rest  upon  this  avowal  an  opinion  that  to  Bliicher  is  to  be  attributed  the 
honour  of  tbe  victory.  When  the  corps  of  Bulow,  Brialmont  says,  arrived, 
the  position  of  Wellington  was  serious,  but  it  was  not  desperate.  If  Bliicher 
had  not  debouched  upon  the  left  of  the  position,  fortune  might  have  declared 
against  tbe  Allies.  If  the  Prussians  arrived  in  the  nick  of  time,  and  decided 
the  victory,  that  was  owing  rather  to  Wellington  than  to  the  initiative  of 
their  own  general.  It  is  impossible  to  refuse  to  Wellington  the  title  of  the 
conqueror  at  Waterloo,  for  it  was  he  who  settled  the  joint  measures  for  J^^T^ 
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daj  of  the  18th ;  who  chose,  and  who  occupied,  the  field  of  battle ;  who 
directed  during  seven  hours  the  whole  of  the  operations ;  and  who  ordered 
the  decisive  attack  at  the  moment  when  the  Prussians,  according  to  their 
promises,  debouched  on  the  right  of  the  enemy.* 

At  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  there  was  no  point  at  which  the  allied  army 
had  yielded,  or  which  had  not  been  recovered  from  the  possession  of  the 
Prench.  It  was  seven  o'clock  when  the  emperor  made  his  great  attack  upon 
our  left  centre.  It  was  at  this  moment  that  the  issue  of  the  conflict  was 
doubtful.  The  duke,  however,  rapidly  collected  his  men  from  all  points,  to 
meet  this  apparently  overwhelming  forca  An  observer  of  the  scene  says, 
"  To  the  most  dinning  and  continual  roar  of  cannon  and  musketry  I  have 
ever  known,  there  succeeded  a  sudden  pause  and  silence.  It  was  but 
momentary,— they  had  turned,  and  now  fled,  pursued  by  our  troops."  t  The 
Prussians  had  outflanked  the  movements  of  the  reserve  corps  acting  against 
them,  and  were  now  pressing  on  the  main  body  of  Napoleon's  army.  It  was 
then  that  he  was  convinced  of  the  worthlessness  of  the  fatal  delusion  in 
which  he  had  indulged  throughout  the  day, — that  Grouchy,  with  his  thirty 
thousand  men  was  at  hand,  and  that  the  Prussians  could  not  come  up  before 
he  had  beaten  "  that  Wellington."  The  rout  and  panic  of  the  French  became 
universal.  For  a  moment  Napoleon  hoped  to  arrest  this  flight  by  forming  a 
square  of  the  last  regiment  of  his  Guards,  and  by  raising  a  battery  with 
some  dismounted  cannon.  A  ball  from  this  battery  carried  off  the  leg  of 
lord  Uxbridge.  In  the  obscurity  of  the  twilight  the  fugitives  saw  not  this 
rallying  point,  and  hurried  on,  a  disorganized  and  helpless  crowd.  In  the 
last  square  formed  by  the  Guard,  Napoleon  was  about  to  throw  himself, 
there  in  all  likelihood  to  die.  Soult  turned  Napoleon's  horse,  exclaiming, 
"  Ah,  Sire !  our  enemies  are  already  too  fortunate."  The  emperor  fled  with 
the  mass.  The  square,  however,  held  firm,  to  aUow  time  for  their  leader  to 
escape.  Cambroime  and  other  o£5cers  remained  in  the  square.  "  Surrender !" 
was  the  cry  of  their  assailants.  Gambronne  threw  himself  into  the  ranks  of 
his  enemies,  and  perished.  One  last  cry  of  "  Vive  VEmpereur^*  was  heard 
amidst  the  smoke  and  clash  of  arms.  "  Nothing  more  is  heard ;  the  Guard 
is  dead,  the  Empire  is  finished.''^ 

At  nine  o'clock,  Wellington  and  Bliicher  met  near  La  Belle  Alliance, 
which  was  in  the  centre  of  the  French  position.  The  Prussian  general 
Gneisenau  pursued  the  flying  French,  to  whom  all  chance  of  rallying  was 
impossible.  Wellington  joined  in  the  pursuit,  but  the  fatigue  of  his  men 
compelled  him  to  stop  between  Eossomme  and  Genappe.  It  was  at 
Genappe  that  the  carriage  of  the  emperor  was  taken,  to  form  a  show  in 
London.  During  the  pursuit  Wellington  rode  with  the  advanced  guard. 
Colonel  Hervey,  who  was  with  him,  advised  him  to  desist,  as  the  country 
was  growing  less  open,  and  he  might  be  fired  at  by  some  stragglers  from 
behind  the  hedges.  "  Let  them  fire  away,"  he  replied,  "  the  battle  is  won, 
and  my  life  is  of  no  value  fiotr."  §  Under  the  brilliant  moon  which  succeeded 
the  lowering  day,  Wellington  rode  across  the  battle-field  to  his  quarters  at 

*  "Histoire  de  WelliDgtoD,"  tome  ii.  pp.  440-— 445. 

t  Letter  from  sir  Rotert  Gardiner,  in  '*  Ward's  Memoirs,"  rol  i.  p.  493. 

X  Brialmont,  tome  ii.  p.  429. 

§  Lord  Dudley's  "  Letters,"  p.  184.  PnoaT(> 
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Waterloo.  As  the  heaps  of  dying  and  dead  lay  around  him,  the  emotiona 
must  haye  rashed  upon  him  which  he  so  beautifully  expressed  the  next 
day,  in  a  letter  to  the  duke  of  Beaufort:  ^'The  losses  I  have  sustained 
have  quite  broken  me  down,  and  I  have  no  feeling  for  the  advantages  we 
have  acquired.*'  To  the  earl  of  Aberdeen,  in  a  letter  dated  the  same  day, 
he  said,  **  I  cannot  express  to  you  the  regret  and  sorrow  with  which  I  look 
around  me,  and  contemplate  the  loss  which  I  have  sustained,  particularly  in 
jour  brother.  The  glory  resulting  from  such  actions,  so  dearly  bought, 
is  no  consolation  to  me."  * 

The  total  loss  of  both  armies  in  this  tremendous  battle  is  thus  stated : — 
British  and  Hanoverians,  11,678;  Netherlanders,  3,547;  troops  of  Bruns- 
wick, lOOO;  of  Nassau,  1000;  Prussians,  7454.  Total,  24,679.  Of  the 
French  annj,  18,500  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  7800  made  prisoners.f 

♦  "Deapetclies,"  toI.  xii.  pp.  488,  489. 
t  BrUimont,  tome  ii  p.  431. 
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Montmartre  and  St  Denis ;  Paris  in  the  distance. 


CHAPTEE  m. 

Napoleoii-8  return  to  Paris — His  abdication— On  board  the  Bellerophon,  at  Flymonth— SiuIb  for 
St.  Helena — Specimens  of  the  trath  of  History — The  Allies  take  possession  of  Paris — 
Return  of  Louis  XVIII. — Definitive  Treaty  with  France — Settlement  of  Burope  previously 
arranged  by  the  Congress  at  Vienna — Holy  Alliance— Treaty  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade— Execution  of  Labedoydre — Escape  of  Lavalette — Execution  of  Ney— The  Battle  of 
Algiers. 

Afteb  the  fatal  night  of  the  18th  of  June,  Napoleon  had  travelled  with  all 
haste  to  Paris,  where  he  arrived  at  four  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  2Ist. 
The  Chamber  of  Eepresentatives  met  at  noon  on  that  day,  and  declared  its 
sitting  permanent.  Its  manifest  intention  was  to  assume  the  executive  power^ 
and  to  compel  Napoleon  to  abdicate.  Lucien  Bonaparte  appeared  at  the 
bar  of  the  Chamber  to  urge  the  claims  of  his  brother  upon  the  gratitude  of 
France.  Lafayette  replied,  that  "  during  the  last  ten  years  three  millions  of 
Frenchmen  had  perished  for  a  man  who  would  still  struggle  against  all  Europe. 
We  have  done  enough  for  him.  No^  our  duty  is  to  save  our  country." 
During  the  22nd  Napoleon  was  urged  to  abdicate.  He  resisted  for  some 
time,  exclaiming,  "  The  Chamber  is  composed  of  nothing  but  Jacobins  and 
ambitious  men.  I  ought  to  have  driven  them  away.**  He  yielded  at  last, 
and  dictated  his  abdication  in  favour  of  his  son  Napoleon  II. ;  and  in  this 
document,  in  which  he  said  "  My  political  life  is  ended,**  he  invited  the 
Chambers  to  organize  a  Begency.  The  Chambers  sent  a  deputation  to  thank 
Napoleon  for  the  sacrifice  which  he  had  made  to  the  independence  and  happi« 
ness  of  the  French  nation  ;  but  he  replied  that  he  had  only  abdicated  in  favour 
of  his  son,  and  that  if  the  Chambers  did  not  proclaim  him,  his  own  abdication 
would  be  null.  Instead  of  appointing  a  Council  of  Eegency,  it  was  deter- 
mioed  by  the  Chambers  that  the  government  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
a  Commission  of  five  members.  This  was  indirectly  to  set  aside  Napoleon 
the  Second.  The  provisional  government  required  that  Napoleon  should 
leave  France,  and  embark  at  Bochefort  for  the  United  States.  He  demanded 
that  the  government  should  give  him  two  frigates  for  his  passage  there.  The 
frigates  were  placed  at  his  disposal,  and  their  commanders  were  ordered  to  set 
sail  within  twenty-four  hours  after  he  was  on  board,  if  the  English  cruisers 
were  not  in  the  way.    Bonaparte  arrived  at  Bochefort  on  the  drd  of  July. 
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Finding  that  he  had  no  chance  of  escaping  by  sea,  he  sent  Las  Cases  and 
Bayaiy  to  captain  Maitlaud,  who  commanded  the  Bellerophon,  to  ask  for  leave 
to  proceed  to  America,  either  in  a  French  or  a  neutral  yessel.  The  reply  of 
captain  Maitland  was,  that  his  instructions  forbad  this ;  but  that  if  Napoleon 
eboee  to  proceed  to  England,  he  would  take  him  there,  without  entering  into 
any  promise  as  to  the  reception  he  might  meet  with. 

In  the  house  of  a  gentleman  at  Plymouth  we  have  looked  with  no  common 
interest  upon  a  portrait  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  painted  under  very  extraor- 
dinary circumstances.  At  the  end  of  July,  1815,  the  British  ship  of  war  Bel- 
leropbon  is  at  anchor  in  Plymouth  harbour.  On  board  is  the  ez-emperor  of 
the  French,  who,  on  the  13th  of  July,  had  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Prince 
Begent  from  Bochefort,  in  which  he  said,  '^  I  come,  like  Themistocles,  to 
throw  myself  upon  the  hospitality  of  the  British  nation  '*  (rn'osBeair  tur  lee 
foyers).  The  Bellerophon,  with  Napoleon  and  his  suite,  had  sailed  from 
Bochefort  on  the  14th  of  July.  Whilst  the  British  government  was  in  a 
state  of  indecision  as  to  the  final  disposal  of  its  fallen  enemy,  he  was  not 
permitted  to  land,  nor  was  any  person  from  the  shore  allowed  to  enter  the 
▼esseL  But  round  the  Bellerophon  numerous  boats,  filled  with  curious 
obseryers,  were  perpetually  rowing,  and  to  these  gazers  Bonaparte  seemed 
rather  disposed  to  show  himself  than  to  remain  in  the  privacy  of  his  cabin. 
The  opportunity  of  making  a  portrait  of  this  remarkable  man  was  not  lost 
upon  a  young  artist,  a  native  of  Plymouth.  Charles  Eastlake,  now  President 
of  the  Boyai  Academy,  was  sketching  that  stout  figure  and  superb  head 
firom  one  of  the  boats  surrounding  the  ship  of  war ;  and  when  Napoleon 
perceived  the  object  of  the  artist,  he  would  stop  his  walk  upon  the  deck,  so 
as  to  afford  him  the  opportunity  of  proceeding  successfully  with  his  work. 
The  Bellerophon  remained  a  fortnight  in  Plymouth  Beads,  and  then  Napoleon 
was  remoTed  to  the  Northumberland,  which  sailed  for  St.  Helena. 

On  the  dlst  of  July,  lord  Keith,  with  sir  Henry  Bunbury,  the  Under- 
Seeretary  of  State,  had  announced  to  Napoleon  the  resolution  of  the  British 
gofveniment,  that  the  island  of  St.  Helena  should  be  his  future  residence. 
fie  protested  that  he  was  not  a  prisoner  of  \(rar,  although  he  subsequently 
acknowledged  that  he  had  made  no  conditions  on  coming  on  board  the  Belle- 
lopfaon*  The  question  as  to  the  statue  of  the  ez«emperor  under  the  law  of 
Batons  gave  rise  to  very  grave  discussions  amongst  English  jurists.  L<M?d 
Campbell  says^  "  I  think  lord  Eldon  took  a  much  more  sensible  view  of  the 
subject  than  any  of  them — which  was,  ^  that  the  case  was  not  provided  for  by 
anything  to  be  found  in  Grotius  or  Yattel ;  but  that  the  law  of  self-preserva- 
tion would  justify  the  keeping  of  him  under  restraint  in  some  distant  region, 
where  he  should  be  treated  with  all  indulgence  compatible  with  a  due  regard 
for  the  peace  of  mankind.' ''  *  The  probability  is,  that  if  Napoleon  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  Prussians,  who  were  near  Paris  on  the  29th  of  June, 
the  question  of  his  fate  would  have  been  disposed  of  in  a  much  more  sum- 
mary way  than  could  arise  out  of  any  discussion  upon  the  law  of  nations. 
On  the  28th  of  June,  Wellington  wrote  to  sir  Charles  Stuart,  *'  Q-eneral 

has  been  bere  this  day,  to  negotiate  for  Napoleon's  passing  to  America, 

to  which  proposition  I  have  answered  that  I  have  no  authority.    The  Prus- 

*<*  lives  of  the  Chanoellora,"  db*p.  odi.  ^  t 
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sians  think  the  Jacobins  wisb  to  give  him  over  to  me,  believing  that  I  will 

save  his  life.    [Bliicher]  wishes  to  kill  him ;  but  I  have  told  him  that  I 

shall  remonstrate,  and  shall  insist  upon  his  being  disposed  of  by  common 
accord.  I  have  likewise  said,  that,  as  a  private  friend,  I  advised  him  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  so  foul  a  transaction ;  that  he  and  I  had  acted  too  distin« 
gaished  parts  in  these  transactions  to  become  executioners ;  and  that  I  was 
determined  that,  if  the  sovereigns  wished  to  put  him  to  death,  they  should 
appoint  an  executipner,  which  should  not  be  me."*  The  Prussian  general 
Muffling  states  in  his  *^  Memoirs,"  that  having  been  appointed  to  obtain  the 
concurrence  of  Wellington  in  the  design  of  Bliicher  that  Napoleon  should  be 
shot  in  the  place  where  the  duke  d*Enghien  had  been  killed,  Wellington  had 
replied — "  Such  fin  act  would  disgrace  our  names  in  history,  and  posterity 
would  say  of  us,  '  they  were  not  worthy  to  have  been  the  conquerors  of 
Napoleon.'  "  The  prisoner  of  St.  Helena  repaid  this  conduct  by  bequeathing 
ten  thousand  francs  to  the  man  who  had  attempted  to  assassinate  Wellington, 
during  his  residence  in  Paris  as  the  commander  of  the  Army  of  Occupation. 
Prench  historians  have  attempted  to  justify  this  odious  testamentary  ex- 
pression of  Napoleon's  hatred  of  his  victor,  bjyattributing  to  Wellington  that 
he  instigated  the  banishment  to  St.  Helena,  jflt  is  now  known  that,  as  early 
as  May  1814,  the  plenipotentiaries  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna  decided,  in  a 
secret  conference,  that  if  Napoleon  should  escape  from  Elba,  and  should  fall 
into  the  power  of  the  Allies,  a  safer  residence  should  be  assigned  him,  at  St. 
Helena  or  at  St.  Lucia.! 

The  assumption  that  the  Sovereigns  wished  to  put  Napoleon  to  death 
was  the  interpretation  which,  in  the  excitement  of  that  time,  many  persons 
attached  to  the  declaration  of  the  Allied  Powers  of  the  13th  of  March,  that 
he  had  placed  himself  without  the  pale  of  civil  and  social  relations ;  adding, 
"as  an  enemy  and  a  disturber  of  the  tranquillity  of  the  world,  he  has 
rendered  himself  liable  to  public  vengeance."  Lord  Eldon,  referring  to  this 
declaration,  says  that  the  Allies  have  "  considered  him  as  out  of  the  pale  of 
the  law  of  nations,  as  the  JSosHs  humani  generis^  as  an  outlaw  (without 
knowing  very  well  what  they  .mean  by  that  word),  as  a  robber  and  freebooter^ 
who  might  be  put  out  of  the  world."  t  M.  Thiers,  in  a  spirit  very  different 
from  that  of  the  impartial  historian,  argues,  with  regard  to  the  words  of  the 
13th  of  March,  that  "  the  obvious  conclusion  is,  that  whoever  could  seize 
Bonaparte  ought  immediately  to  shoot  him,  and  would  be  considered  as 
having  rendered  to  Europe  a  signal  service."  %  ^^®  declaration  of  the 
Allies  was  signed  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  eight  powers^  who  had  been 
parties  to  the  Treaty  of  Paris  of  the  previous  year.  Talleyrand  and  three 
others  signed  on  the  part  of  France ;  Wellington  and  three  others  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain.  When  Wellington  insisted,  against  the  opinion  of 
Bliicher,  that  Bonaparte  should  "  be  disposed  of  by  common  accord,"  he 
rightly  interpreted  the  words  of  the  declaration  of  the  Idth  of  March :— > 
**  comme  ennemi  et  perturbateur  du  repos  du  monde,  il  s'est  livr6  ii  la 
vindicte  puhlique'*    It  is  established  by  the  papers  of  Talleyrand  that  the 

•  Wellington's  **I>e«patche«,'*  toI.  xu.  p.  516. 

+  **Life  of  Eldon/*  {Letter  to  Sir  WiUiam  Scott),  toL  it  p.  279. 

:::  "  Histoid  du  Contolat  et  de  TEmpiTCv  tome  xiz.  p.  276.  1861. 
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precise  words  of  the  declaration  were  proposed  by  Talleyrand  himself. 
Yet  M.  Thiers  attributes  to  Wellington  that  he  was  the  instigator,  upon  his 
own  responsibility,  of  the  measures  which  the  Allies  took  in  this  crisis, 
including,  of  course,  this  declaration  against  Napoleon.  This  eminent  writer, 
in  a  mistaken  view  which  we  are  unwilling  to  characterize  by  any  harsher 
name,  further  represents  the  duke  of  Wellington  as  plunging  the  British 
nation  into  a  war  without  the  authority  of  his  government,  for  the  grati- 
fication of  his  own  personal  ambition.  Lord  Wellington,  he  says,  who  had 
replaced  lord  Castlereagh,  relying  upon  his  great  services  and  his  popularity 
m  England,  hesitated  not  to  take  his  resolution.  Although  he  had  received 
no  instructions,  he  judged  that  it  was  worth  while  to  renew  the  war,  to 
maintain  the  state  of  things  that  England  was  about  to  establish  in  Europe. 
"  He  had  a  confused  hope  of  increasing  his  own  glory  in  this  new  war ;  and 
he  was  not  afraid  of  involving  his  government,  convinced  that  no  one  would 
dare  to  disavow  him  in  England,  whatever  might  be  thought  of  his  conduct."  * 
One  of  the  duke's  objects  in  going  to  Belgium  in  April,  says  M.  Thiers,  was 
that  he  might  be  nearer  London,  "  to  uphold  the  courage  of  his  own  govern* 
ment,  and  to  compel  it  to  ratify  the  engagements  which  he  had  made  without 
being  authorized."t  ^he  English  Cabinet,  he  concludes,  if  it  had  been  pre- 
sent at  Vienna^  would  not  have  engaged  in  the  war  as  easily  as  the  duke  of 
Wellington,  for  they  were  aware  that  public  opinion  was  opposed  to  it.  The 
opinions  thus  expressed  by  M.  Thiers,  that  the  war  against  Napoleon  was 
urged  on  by  the  personal  ambition  of  the  duke  of  Wellington,  that  the 
British  government  was  reluctant  to  engage  in  it,  and  that  the  British  people 
were  decidedly  opposed  to  it,  are  quite  upon  a  par  with  the  belief  of  the  same 
historian,  that  Bonaparte  had  returned  from  Elba  entirely  changed, — a  lover 
of  peace,  an  upholder  of  liberty,  a  friend  to  the  free  expression  of  opinion,  a 
ruler  who  would  vindicate  the  choice  of  the  people  by  equity  and  moderation. 
Of  his  good  faith  no  one  ought  to  have  doubted.  **  He  gave  to  the  world, 
after  so  many  spectacles  of  such  Instructive  grandeur,  a  last  spectacle,  more 
profoundly  moral  and  more  profoundly  tragic  than  any  which  had  gone  before ; 
genius,  vainly,  though  sincerely,  repentant.*' {  When  statements  and 
opinions  such  as  these  are  boldly  put  forward,  we  may  give  their  author  the 
benefit  of  that  charitable  scepticism  which  thinks  that  '*  the  Historian, 
affirming  many  things,  can,  in  the  cloudy  knowledge  of  mankind,  hardly 
escape  from  many  lies."§ 

On  the  7th  of  July  the  English  and  Prussian  armies  entered  Paris,  and 
took  military  possession  of  all  the  principal  points,  under  a  convention  signed 
on  the  3rd  of  July,  by  which  the  French  army  was  to  evacuate  Paris  and  to 
retreat  beyond  the  Loire.  Louis  the  Eighteenth  madp  his  public  entrance, 
escorted  by  the  National  Guards,  on  the  8th  of  July.  To  the  firm  modera* 
tion  of  Wellington  it  is  wholly  due  that  the  Parisians  were  not  doomed  to 
suffer  any  humiliation  beyond  that  of  the  presence  of  foreign  armies.  He 
calmed  Bliicher's  thirst  for  vengeance  by  exbortation,  and  even  by  stronger 
modes  of  remonstrance.^  When  the  Prussian  general  had  begun  to  mine  the 
bridge  of  Jena,  with  the  intention  to  blow  it  up,  because  that  monument 

*  *'  Histoire  du  ConBolat  et  de  rEmpire,"  tome  xix.  p.  861. 

+  /WcL,  p.  866.  t  Ibid.,  p.  629. 

§  Sir  P.  8idne7— "Defenoe  of  Poesy,'*  p.  88,  ''Poetical  Works,'*  ed.  1720. 
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proclaimed  a  defeat  of  the  FrusBian  arms,  '^  The  duke  of  Wellington,"  says 
a  French  hiBtoriao,  "  interfered  bj  placing  an  English  sentinel  on  the  bridge 
itself.  A  single  sentinel.  He  was  the  British  nation ;  and  if  Bldcher  had 
blown  np  the  bridge,  the  act  was  to  be  held  as  a  rupture  with  Great 
Britain."* 

The  definitive  treaty  between  Erance  on  the  one  part,  and  Great  Britain, 
Austria,  Bussia,  and  Prussia,  on  the  other,  was  signed  on  the  20th  Noyember, 
1815.  Its  object  was  declared  to  be  for  the  "  restoring  between  France  and 
her  neighbours  those  relations  of  reciprocal  confidence  and  goodwill  which 
the  fatal  effects  of  the  Bevolution  and  of  the  system  of  conquest  had  for  so 
long  a  time  disturbed."  This  treaty  left  the  boundaries  of  France,  with  a 
yery  slight  alteration  in  her  frontier  lines,  the  same  as  agreed  at  the  Peace 
of  1814. /it  was,  nevertheless,  resolved  to  keep  possession  of  the  £rontier 
fortresses  for  a  term  not  exceeding  five  years,  and  to  maintain  an  army  of 
occupation,  to  be  paid  and  supported  by  France  during  the  same  periodj 
The  greatest  mortification  which  the  French  had  to  endure  was  the  determi- 
nation of  the  Allied  Powers  that  the  works  of  art  which  had  been  plundered 
from  various  countries  during  the  wars  of  the  Sepublic,  the  Consulate,  and 
the  Empire,  should  go  back  to  the  churches  and  the  museums  from  which  they 
had  been  forcibly  taken.  This  act  of  retribution  provoked  then,  as  it  still 
provokes,  the  lamentation  of  pretended  lovers  of  the  fine  arts,  whose  selfisb 
convenience  would  be  more  gratified  by  seeing  the  greatest  masterpieces  of 
sculpture  and  painting  in  the  Louvre  than  in  their  proper  sites  at  Bome,  at 
Florence,  at  Antwerp,  at  the  Hague.  The  honest  national  pride  of  the  true 
ovmers  of  such  works  is  accounted  as  nothing  in  these  lamentations. 

To  France  alone  did  the  treaty  of  the  20th  of  November  apply.  The 
settlement  of  Europe,  as  it  was  hopefully  called,  had  been  effected  by 
the  general  treaty  signed  in  Congress  at  Vienna,  on  the  9th  of  June. 
When  the  Peace  of  1814  was  concluded  with  the  restored  Monarchy  of 
France,  there  were  an  immense  number  of  political  questions  left  undeter- 
mined, which  were  almost  of  as  much  importance  to  the  tranquillity  of  the 
future  as  the  overthrow  of  the  gigantic  power  of  the  French  Empire.  The 
convulsions  of  twenty  years  had  left  Europe  in  a  chaotic  state,  out  of  which 
order  and  harmony  could  scarcely  be  evolved  even  by  any  exercise  of  political 
wisdom  based  upon  an  unselfish  moderation.  In  the  reorganisation  of 
Europe  there  would  unquestionably  be  a  struggle  for  aggrandisement,  which 
might  present  as  great  dangers  as  the  military  supremacy  which  had  been 
overthrown.  On  the  25th  of  September,  1814,  the  emperor  of  Bussia ;  the 
king  of  Prussia;  the  kings  of  Bavaria,  Denmark,  and  Wiirtemberg ;  princes  of 
small  states,  G-erman  and  Italian ;  princesses,  amongst  whom  the  duchess  of 
Oldenburg,  the  sister  of  Alexander,  was  the  most  influential ;  great  plenipo- 
tentiaries, such  as  lord  Castlereagh  and  M.  Talleyrand ;  and  lesser  diplomatists, 
who  came  to  get  something,  if  possible,  out  of  the  general  scramble — all 
assembled  at  Vienna  to  debate,  to  dine,  to  vary  the  tedious  discussions  of  the 
morning  with  the  enlivening  festivities  of  the  night.  Ambassadors  vied  with 
Sovereigns  in  the  splendour  of  their  entertainments.  Castlereagh  gave  as 
sumptuous  dinners,  and  as  attractive  balls,  as  Alexander : — 

*  Gapefigne,  **h»  Cent  Joan,"  tome  ii.  p.  865. 
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"  Now  this  mask 
Was  cry'd  incomparable ;  and  the  ensoing  night 
Made  it  a  fool  and  beggar.*** 

NeTertlieless,  tbe  slightest  survey  of  the  map  of  Europe  would  show  that^ 
there  was  serious  work  to  be  accomplished.  It  had  been  agreed  by  secret 
articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  that  a  kingdom,  under  the  title  of  the 
Netherlands,  should  be  formed  by  the  union  of  Belgium  with  Holland; 
Prussia  was  to  obtain  the  Bhenish  Provinces ;  Sweden  and  Norway  were  to 
be  united ;  jBLanover  was  to  be  restored  to  the  king  of  England,  with  an 
accession  or  territory  taken  from  Westphaliaj;  Lombardy  and  Venice  were  to 
letum  to  the  rule  of  Austria;  Savoy  to  that  of  Piedmont.  The  Congress 
had  been  sitting  two  months,  when  rumours  of  the  probable  destiny  of  Saxony 
and  of  Poland  roused  the  spirit  of  inquiry  in  the  British  Parliament. 
Mr.  Whitbread,  on  the  28th  of  November,  protested  against  the  reported 
annexation  of  Saxony  to  the  kingdom  of  Prussia.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Mr.  Vansittart,  could  not  believe  that  the  fate  of  Saxony  was 
yet  fixed,  much  less  could  he  believe  that  any  British  Minister  would 
have  been  a  party  to  such  a  decision  as  was  supposed  to  have  been  made. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  now  certain,  that  up  to  the  end  of  October,  lord 
Castlereagh  had  been  a  consenting  party  to  the  annexation  of  Saxpny,  which 
he  defended  by  referring  to  the  tergiversations  of  the  king :  of  the  people  no 
mention  was  made  by  our  Minister.  Mr.  Whitbread  further  said,  ''the 
rnmoura  were,  that  the  emperor  Alexander  had  strenuously  contended  for  the 
independence  of  Poland,  and  that  he  bad  been  opposed  by  the  British  Minister." 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  "  he  did  not  believe  that  a 
British  Minister  had  been  the  author  of  the  subjugation  of  that  country." 
There  is  now  no  doiibt,  that  the  very  reverse  of  the  rumours  with  regard  to 
Poland  marked  the  conduct  of  the  emperor  Alexander  and  of  lord  Castlereagh. 
Ab  recently  as  July  2nd,  1861,  lord  John  Bussell,  founding  his  opiuion 
upon  the  correspondence  of  the  time,  declared  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that 
everything  that  could  be  done  by  British  diplomacy  for  Poland  was  done  by 
lord  Castlereagh  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna;  that  our  minister  wished| 
when  Europe  was  to  be  reconstructed,  that  Poland  should  rise  from 
ber  ashes,  and  should  again  possess  an  independent  government ;  and  that 
thoa  desiring  the  independence  of  Poland,  he  could  not  conceive  that  such 
independence  was  consistent  with  Poland  being  placed  under  the  domi- 
nion of  the  emperor  of  Bussia.  In  the  debate  of  the  28th  of  November, 
Mr.  Whitbread  said,  "  We  now  lived  in  an  age  when  free  nations  were  not 
to  be  sold  and  transferred  like  beasts  of  burden ;  and  if  any  attempt  of  the 
kind  was  made,  the  result  would  be  a  bloody  and  revengeful  war."  The 
attempt  was  made,  and  successfully,  in  too  many  instances ;  but  it  was  not 
without  the  immediate  risk  of  a  war  that  the  designs  of  Eussia  for  the 
traosferenoe  of  nations  were  encountered  in  the  Congress  of  Vienna.  The 
policy  of  lord  Castlereagh  with  regard  to  Saxony  was  changed  as  the 
negotiations  advanced.  Talleyrand,  as  a  representative  of  France,  had 
heea  admitted,  after  great  hesitation,  to  take  a  part  in  the  deliberations  of 
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the  Congress.  The  annexation  of  Saxony  to  Prussia  was  opposed  by  Austria 
and  by  France.  It  had  become  evident  that  Prussia  and  Bussia  were 
assuming  a  dangerous  preponderance  in  the  partition  of  states,  and  that 
Gh^at  Britain  must  join  with  France  in  opposing  them.  These  three  powers 
*  before  the  end  of  1814  had  agreed  that  Bussia  should  not  say  to  Prussia, 
"  Secure  me  Poland/'  and  that  Prussia  should  not  say  to  Bussia,  *'  Secure 
me  Saxony/'  and  that  they  should  shake  hands  upon  this  compact.  On  the 
3rd  of  February,  1815,  a  secret  treaty  was  concluded  between  Austria, 
England,  and  France,  to  act  in  concert,  each  with  an  army  of  150,000  men, 
to  carry  into  effect  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  "  holding  it  necessary,  in  con- 
sequence of  pretensions  recently  manifested,  to  look  to  the  means  to  resist 
eveiy  aggression."  M.  Thiers  assumes  that  lord  Castlereagh,  having 
received,  at  the  beginning  of  January,  the  news  of  the  conclusion  of  peace 
with  America,  had  taken  a  higher  attitude  towards  Bussia  and  Prussia. 
"  His  heart  relieved  of  an  enormous  weight,  that  of  the  American  war,  he 
was  ready  to  brave  the  most  extreme  consequences,  rather  than  to  cede  to 

the  arrogance  of  the  Prussians  and  the  Bussians He  had  said  to  them 

that  England  was  not  made  to  receive  the  law  from  any  one."  The  attitude 
of  lord  Castlereagh,  and  the  fact,  which  could  not  be  concealed,  of  nego- 
tiations going  on  between  him,  Talleyrand,  and  Mettemich,  apart  from  the 
other  Powers,  probably  produced  some  concessions  from  Alexander  and 
Frederick  William,  although  they  yidded  little  in  reality.  Prussia  obtained 
one-half  of  Saxony,  with  a  portion  of  the  duchy  of  Warsaw.  Bussia  secured 
the  kingdom  of  Poland  in  undisputed  sovereignty.  The  new  kingdom  of 
Poland  was  to  have  a  constitution,  with  national  institutions  and  national 
representation.  But  these  promised  advantages  were  to  be  bestowed  upon 
the  people  in  the  manner  which  the  government  should  think  most  suitable. 
"  That,  of  course,  left  a  very  wide  scope  for  interpretation ;  but  beyond  that 
there  was  a  feeling  which  acted  from  that  time,  and  which  is  acting  at  the 
present  time,  namely,  that  while  the  emperor  Alexander  I.  wished  to  retain 
his  power  over  Poland,  at  the  same  time  he  wished  to  grant  to  Poland  large 
privileges,  and  to  make  it,  at  all  events,  a  flourishing  province,  under  the 
name  of  the  kingdom  of  Poland ;  but  the  general  feeling  at  St.  Petersburg, 
the  seat  of  power,  was  that  Poland  ought  not  to  be  indulged  with  privileges 
more  large  and  more  liberal  than  were  granted  to  Bussia.*'* 

Whilst  Austria  was  opposing  the  acquisitions  of  territory  desired  by 
Bussia  and  by  Prussia,  she  herself  was  acquiring  new  dominions  and  extended 
sovereignty,  however  unsuited  were  her  annexed  subjects  for  the  yoke  of  her 
absolute  power.  The  four  millions  of  the  Lombardo-Yencto  kingdom  would 
be  as  difficult  to  rule  as  those  of  the  old  provinces  of  the  Low  Countries 
which  were  severed  from  her  empire.  Little  objection  was  made  at  this 
time  to  the  anomaly  of  a  German  rule  over  Italian  people.  The  only  hostile 
voice  in  the  British  Parliament  was  one  raised  against  the  annexation  of 
Genoa  to  Piedmont.  By  the  final  arrangement  the  hope  was  at  an  end 
which  England  had  stimulated,  when  lord  William  Bentinck,  in  1814,  entered 
Genoa  at  the  head  of  a  British  army,  on  whose  banners  was  inscribed 
"  Italian  independence.'*    Italy  returned  to  its  old  condition  of  disunion. 
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Murat,  who  had  been  placed  bj  I^apoleoa  upon  the  throne  of  Naples  when 
Joseph  Bonaparte  had  become  the  "  intrusive  king"  of  Spain,  had  deserted 
the  cause  of  his  great  fellow-soldier  after  the  battle  of  Leipzig.  Joining  the 
Allied  Powers,  he  appeared  to  have  secured  his  position  as  an  independent 
Borereign.  But  in  the  Congress  there  was  no  advance  towards  his  recogni- 
tion, as  in  the  case  of  Bernadotte.  He  entered  into  correspondence  with  the 
ex-emperor  at  Elba,  thus  precipitating  his  own  fall.  Murat  made  it  impossible 
for  the  Allies  to  believe  in  Napoleon's  professions  of  a  desire  for  peace,  bj 
rashly  plunging  into  hostilities  against  Austria.  The  old  misrule  of  the 
Bourbon  in  Naples  and  Sicily  was  no  impediment  to  the  determination  of  the 
Allies  to  restore  that  miserable  dynasty.  The  Grand  Duchy  of  Tuscany  was 
restored,  as  well  as  smaller  states.  A  quarter  of  a  century  passed  away  before 
the  hollowness  of  these  arrangements  was  tested  by  the  revolt  of  some 
portion  of  the  people  of  the  Italian  peninsula  against  their  rulers,  and  by 
the  loudly  expressed  desire  of  the  whole  for  a  common  nationality. 

Whilst  the  prosaic  destinies  of  Europe  had  been  settled  amidst  a  conflict 
of  jarring  interests,  the  emperor  of  Bussia  had  assiduously  laboured  to  obtain 
convertB  to  a  political  union,  which  should  be  founded  upon  principles  very 
different  from  those  which  ordinarily  guide  the  councils  of  diplomatists.  In 
a  manifesto  from  St.  Petersburg,  dated  "  on  the  day  of  the  birth  of  our 
Saviour,  25th  December,  1815,"  the  emperor  commanded  that  there  should 
be  read  in  all  the  churches  a  ''  Convention  concluded  at  Paris,  on  the  26th  of 
September,  1815,  between  the  emperor  of  Bussia,  the  emperor  of  Austria, 
and  the  king  of  Prussia,"  in  which  ''  they  solemnly  declare  that  the  present 
act  has  no  other  object  than  to  publish  in  the  face  of  the  whole  world  their 
fixed  resolution,  both  in  the  administration  of  their  respective  States  and  in 
their  political  relations  with  every  other  government,  to  take  for  their  sole 
guide  the  precepts  of  the  holy  religion  of  our  Saviour,  namely,  the  precepts 
of  justice,  Christian  charity,  and  peace,  which,  far  from  being  applicable  only 
to  private  concerns,  must  have  an  immediate  influence  on  the  councils  of 
princes,  and  guide  all  their  steps,  as  being  the  only  means  of  consolidating 
human  institutions,  and  remedying  their  imperfections."  This  was  the 
fam<^8  declaration  of  **  The  Holy  Alliance."  When  asked  to  sign  it,  the 
duke  of  Wellington  said  that  the  English  Parliament  would  require  some- 
thing more  precise.  Whenever,  in  after  years,  either  of  the  three  Sovereigns 
manifested  symptoms  of  disregard  for  "  the  precepts  of  justice.  Christian 
charity,  and  peace,"  the  Holy  Alliance  was  held,  perhaps  somewhat  unjustly, 
to  be  a  cloak  under  which  their  violation  of  pledges  to  their  own  subjects, 
and  their  desire  for  territorial  aggrandizement,  might  be  best  concealed. 
Denunciations  of  this  Convention  were  long  heard  in  the  British  Parliament. 

The  Peace  of  Europe  was  settled,  as  every  former  peace  had  been  settled, 
upon  a  struggle  for  what  the  continental  powers  thought  most  conducive  to 
their  own  advantage.  The  representatives  of  Great  Britain  manifested  a 
praiseworthy  abnegation  of  merely  selfish  interests.  Napoleon,  at  St. 
Helena,  said  to  O'Meara,  ''  So  silly  a  treaty  as  that  made  by  your  ministers 
for  their  own  country  was  never  known  before.  You  give  up  everything  and 
gain  nothing.**  We  can  now  answer  that  we  gained  everything  when  we 
gained  a  longer  period  of  repose  than  our  modem  annals  could  previously 
exhibit.     We  gained  everything  when,  after  twenty  years  of  warfare^  upon  , 
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the  most  extravagant  scale,  the  spirit  of  the  people  condacted  that  war&re 
to  a  triumphant  end.  The  gains  of  a  great  nation  are  not  to  be  reckoned 
only  by  its  territorial  acquisitions,  or  its  diplomatic  influence.  The  war 
which  England  had  waged,  often  single-handed,  against  a  colossal  tyranny, 
raised  her  to  an  eminence  which  amply  compensated  for  the  mistakes  of  her 
negotiators.  It  was  something  that  they  did  not  close  the  war  in  a  huck- 
stering spirit^-that  they  did  not  squabble  for  this  colony  or  that  entrepSi, 
The  fact  of  our  greatness  was  not  to  be  mistaken  when  we  left  to  others  the 
scramble  for  aggrandizement,  content  at  last  to  be  free  to  pursue  our  own 
course  of  consolidating  our  power  by  the  arts  of  peace.  There  were  years 
of  exhaustion  and  discontent  to  follow  those  years  of  perilous  conflict  and 
final  triumph.  But  security  was  won;  we  were  safe  from  the  giant 
aggressor. 

If  the  plenipotentiaries  of  this  country  might  return  home  a  little  imbued 
with  the  temper  of  despotic  cabinets — ^if  they  could  be  accused  of  having  too 
strenuously  asserted  the  principle  of  legitimacy — ^if  they  had  appeared  to 
have  contended  too  much  for  the  claims  of  kings,  and  too  little  for  the  rights 
of  the  people — in  one  respect  they  had  done  their  duty,  and  truly  upheld  the 
moral  supremacy  of  England.  They  had  laboured  strenuously,  and  they  had 
laboured  with  tolerable  success,  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade.  In  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  England  protected  her  commercial  interests-— despicable 
protection — by  stipulating  for  a  monopoly  of  the  slave  trade  for  thirty  years. 
In  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  England  wrested  from  France  an  immediate  abolition 
of  the  traffic,  and  a  declaration  from  all  the  high  contracting  powers  that 
they  would  concert,  without  loss  of  time,  ^'  the  most  effectual  measures  for 
the  entire  and  definitive  abolition  of  a  commerce  so  odious."  At  the  peace 
of  1814,  the  restored  government  of  France — ^restored  by  our  money  and  our 
arms — refused  to  consent  to  the  immediate  abolition.  C  Bonaparte,  amidst  his 
memorable  acts  of  the  Hundred  Days,  abolished  the  hateful  traffic  by  a  stroke 
of  his  pen.  \  The  Bourbon  government,  a  second  time  restored,  dared  no 
longer  refusef  this  one  demand  of  Great  Britain.  Other  nations  had  promised. 
But,  where  we  might  have  commanded,  there  alone  was  resistance.  Spain 
and  Portugal  still  maintained  the  traffic.  « 

After  great  revolutions,  such  as  those  of  France  in  1814  and  1815 — such 
as  England  had  witnessed  in  the  restoration  of  the  Stuarts — ^it  is  almost 
impossible  that  a  triumphant  party  should  altogether  have  the  magnanimity 
to  pardon  political  offences.  But  History  looks  with  a  just  indignation  upon 
any  unreasonable  severities,  and  especially  upon  any  signal  want  of  clemency 
in  the  ruler  who  has  the  unquestioned  power  to  exercise  the  divine  preroga- 
tive of  mercy.  Louis  XYIII.  can  scarcely  be  accused  of  blood-thirstiness  ; 
yet  his  character  would  have  stood  better,  not  only  with  the  French  people 
but  with  the  British,  had  he  not  sanctioned  the  condemnation  and  capital 
punishment  of  three,  who  had  indeed  betrayed  the  trust  which  the  restored 
government  had  reposed  in  them,  but  who  had  some  excuse  in  their  inability 
to  resist  the  fascinations  of  Napoleon.  Talleyrand  had  been  unable  to 
accomplish  by  negotiation  as  favourable  terms  for  France  as  he  had  expected, 
and  he  resigned  his  office  as  President  of  the  Council.  He*  was  succeeded 
by  the  Due  de  Bichelieu,  who  signed  the  treaty  of  the  20th  of  November. 
Whilst  Talleyrand  remained  in  power  he,  as  well  as  Fouch^  was  anxious  that 
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no  capital  ptmiafameDtfl  should  be  iDflicted  upon  any  of  those  who  were 
proscribed  by  an  ordonnance  of  the  24th  of  July,  for  the  part  they  had  taken 
in  the  retimi  of  Bonaparte  in  March.      I^ey,  Labedoj^re,  and  Lavalette 
were  advised  to  place  themselves  in  safety  by  leaving  France.    They  were 
tardy  and  irresolute ;   the  friendly  warning  was  useless.     Labedo^ere  was 
tried  by  Court-martial ;  and  was  shot.    Lavalette,  who  had  been  condemned 
to  death  by  the  Gour  d' Assise,  escaped  through  a  stratagem  of  his  wife,  who, 
having  visited  him  in  prison,  was  able  to  disguise  her  husband  in  her  own 
dress,  remaining  herself  as  an  object  for  the  possible  vengeance  of   the 
royalkts.    Lavalette  was  assisted  to  pass  the  frontier  by  the  generous  friend- 
ship of  three  Englishmen, — sir  Bobert  Wilson,  Mr.  Bruce,  and  Mr.  Hutch- 
inson;   who  were  tried  for  this  offence,  and  sentenced  to  three  months 
imprisonment.    The  proceeding  which  most  commanded  public  attention  in 
Bngland  was  the  trial  and  execution  of  Ney ;  for  it  was  held  to  involve  the 
honour  of  the  duke  of  Wellington.    Whilst  the  trial  was  proceeding  before 
the  Chamber  of  Peers,  Ney  was  advised  to  rely  for  his  defence  on  the  capi- 
tulation of  Paris.     His  wife  had  an  interview  with  Wellington,  who  had 
previously  expressed  his  opinion,  in  a  letter  to  the  prince  de  la  Moskwa,— - 
to  the  effect  that  the  capitulation  related  exclusively  to  the  military  occupa- 
tion of  Paris ;  that  the  object  of  the  12th  article  was  to  prevent  the  adoption 
of  any  measures  of  severity,  under  the  military  authorities  of  those  who 
made  it,  towards  any  persons  on  account  of  the  offices  which  they  filled,  or 
their  oondnct  or  their  political  opinions.     "  But  it  was  never  intended,  and 
eould  not  be  intended,  to  prevent  either  the  existing  French  government, 
under  whose  authority  the  French  commander-in-chief  must  have  acted,  or 
any  French  government  which  should  succeed  to  it,  from  acting  in  this  respect 
as  it  mi^ht  deem  fit."  *  (When  the  bravest  of  the  French  marshals  was 
execntediparty  spirit  blamed  the  duke  of  Wellington  for  not  regarding  the 
capitulation  as  an  amnesty.    It  would  have  been  generous  in  the  king  of 
France  to  have  spared  Ney's  life ;  but  the  capitulation  of  Paris  offered  no  legal 
obstacle  to  that  infliction  of  punishment  which  the  king  had  threatened  to 
the  guilty  before  the  capitulation. 

**  One  day  of  dreadful  occupation  more  "t  before  England  could  be  held  to 
be  at  peace  with  foreign  foes.  At  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  the  aggressions 
cf  the  Barbary  States  formed  a  natural  subject  of  deliberation.  It  was  pro- 
posed that  a  general  European  crusade  should  be  undertaken  against  the 
infidel  corsairs;  who,  for  three  hundred  years,  had  been  the  terror  of 
Europe,  warring  against  every  flag  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  carrying  off 
Christian  slaves  from  every  shore.  In  1815,  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  whose  ships  had  been  plundered  by  the  Algerines,  captured  a  frigate 
and  a  brig  belonging  to  the  Dey,  and  obtained  a  compensation  of  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars.  In  the  spring  of  1816,  lord  Exmouth,  with  a  squadron  under 
his  command,  proceeded  to  Algiers,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli,  where  he  effected  the 
release  of  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-two  Christian  slaves,  and  negotiated 
treatiea  of  peace  and  amity  on  behalf  of  the  minor  powers  in  the  Mediter- 

•  "Despatctes,"  vol.  xii.  p.  694. 
+  Souihey— "  Ode  on  the  Battle  of  Algiera."  /^  ^  ^  ^T  ^ 
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ranean.  From  Tunis  and  Tripoli  a  declaration  was  obtained  that  no  Christian 
slaves  should  in  future  be  made  by  either  of  those  powers..  The  Dey  of 
Algiers,  however,  refused  to  agree  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  without  permis- 
sion from  the  Sultan.  Lord  Exmouth  acceded  to  a  suspension  for  three 
months  of  the  Dey's  decision,  and  returned  to  England.  One  condition  of 
the  treaty  with  Algiers,  then  concluded  by  lord  Exmouth,  was,  that  the 
governments  of  Sicily  and  Sardinia  should  pay  ransom  for  the  release  of 
their  subjects ;  and,  in  point  of  fact,  they  did  so  pay,  to  the  extent  of  nearly 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  clause  of  the  treaty  was  justly  de- 
nounced in  the  British  Parliament,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  right  of 
depredation  exercised  by  the  barbarians. 

The  fleet  of  lord  Exmouth  was  dismantled ;  the  crews  were  paid  off  and 
disbanded.  A  sudden  outrage,  which  occurred  even  before  lord  Exmouth 
quitted  the  Mediterranean,  but  which  did  not  then  come  to  his  knowledge, 
was  the  obvious  cause  of  the  change  in  the  determination  of  our  government. 
"Under  a  treaty  of  1806,  we  occupied,  for  the  protection  of  the  coral  fishery. 
Bona,  a  town  in  the  regency  of  Algiers.  On  the  23rd  of  May,  the  fishers 
who  had  landed  were  massacred  by  a  large  body  of  troops ;  the  British  flag 
was  torn  down  and  trampled  under  foot,  and  the  house  of  our  vice-consul  was 
pillaged.  It  was  alleged  that  this  outrage  was  a  fanatical  movement  of  the 
licentious  Algerine '  soldiery.  An  expedition  against  Algiers  was  instantly 
determined  upon  by  the  British  Cabinet.  A  formidable  fleet  was  equipped, 
with  the  least  possible  delay,  at  Portsmouth,  and  crews  were  collected  from 
the  di6ferent  guard-ships,  and  volunteers  invited  to  serve  upon  this  particular 
enterprise.  Eor  once,  a  British  fleet  went  to  sea  without  recourse  to  the 
disgraceful  practice  of  impressment.  Lord  Exmouth  left  Plymouth  on  the 
28th  of  July,  with  a  fleet  consisting  of  twenty-five  sail  of  large  and  small 
ships.  At  Gibraltar  he  was  joined  by  the  Dutch  admiral.  Van  Cappellan, 
with  five  frigates  and  a  sloop ;  and  he  finally  set  sail  for  Algiers  on  the  14th. 
The  winds  being  adverse,  the  fleet  did  not  arrive  in  sight  of  Algiers  till  the 
27th  of  August.  During  his  course,  lord  Exmouth  learnt  that  the  British 
Consul  had  been  put  in  chains. 

A  most  interesting  and  graphic  narrative  of  the  expedition  to  Algiers  was 
published  by  Mr.  Abraham  Salami,  a  native  of  Alexandria,  who  was  taken 
out  by  lord  Exmouth  to  act  as  his  interpreter.  On  the  morning  of  the  27thy 
as  the  fleet  was  nearing  Algiers,  Salame  was  sent  forward  with  a  letter  to  the 
Dey,  which  demanded  the  entire  abolition  of  Christian  slavery ;  the  delivery 
of  all  Christian  slaves  in  the  kingdom  of  Algiers ;  the  restoration  of  all  the 
money  that  had  been  paid  for  the  redemption  of  slaves  by  the  king  of  the 
Two  Sicilies  and  the  king  of  Sardinia ;  peace  between  Algiers  and  the 
Netherlands ;  and  the  immediate  liberation  of  the  British  Consul,  and  two 
boats'  crews  who  had  been  detained  with  him.  At  eleven  o'clock,  the  inter- 
preter reached  the  Mole,  in  a  boat  bearing  a  flag  of  truce,  and,  delivering  his 
letters  to  the  captain  of  the  port,  demanded  an  answer  to  the  letter  addressed 
to  the  Dey  in  one  hour.  He  was  told  that  if  answer  were  returned  at  all, 
it  should  be  delivered  in  two  hours.  Salame  waited  for  his  answer  till  half- 
past  two,  but  no  answer  came.  During  this  time  a  breeze  sprung  up,  the 
fleet  advanced  into  the  bay,  and  lay-to  within  faalf-a-mile  of  Algiers.  The 
interpreter  then  hoisted  the  signal  that  no  answer  had  been  given,  and  the 
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fleet  immediatelj  began  to  bear  up,  and  every  ship  to  take  her  position. 
Salame  reached  the  Queen  Charlotte,  lord  Exmouth's  ship,  in  safety;  but,  he 
candidly  acknowledges,  almost  more  dead  than  alive.  Then  he  saw  the 
change  which  comes  over  a  brave  and  decided  man  at  the  moment  when 
resolve  passes  into  action.  "  I  was  quite  surprised  to  see  how  his  lordship 
was  altered  from  what  I  left  him  in  the  moraing,  for  I  knew  his  manner  was 
in  general  very  mild;  and  now  he  seemed  to  me  alUjightful^  as  a  fierce 
lion  which  had  been  chained  in  its  cage  and  was  set  at  liberty.  With  all 
that,  his  lordship's  answer  to  me  was,  *  Never  mind — we  shall  see  now ; '  and 
at  the  same  time  he  turned  towards  the  officers,  saying, '  Be  ready!* "  There 
18,  perhaps,  nothing  in  the  history  of  warfare  more  terrific  in  its  consequences 
than  the  first  broadside  that  the  British  fired  at  Algiers.  The  Queen 
Charlotte  passed  through  all  the  batteries  without  firing  a  gun,  and  took  up 
a  position  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  Mole-head  batteries.  At  the  first 
shot,  which  was  fired  by  the  Algerines  at  the  Impregnable,  lord  Exmouth 
cried  out,  "That  will  do;  fire,  my  fine  fellows  !"  The  miserable  Algerines 
who  were  looking  on,  as  at  a  show,  with  apparent  iudifi^erence  to  the  conse- 
quences, were  swept  away  by  hundreds  by  this  first  fire  from  tlie  Queen 
Charlotte.  Erom  a  quarter  before  three  o'clock  till  nine,  the  most  tremen- 
dous firing  on  both  sides  continued  without  intermission,  and  the  firing  did 
not  cease  altogether  until  half-past  eleven.  During  this  engagement  of  nine 
hours,  the  allied  fleet  fired  a  hundred  and  eighteen  tons  of  gunpowder,  and 
five  hundred  tons  of  shot  and  shells.  The  Algerines  exclaimed  that  hell 
had  opened  its  mouth  upon  them  through  the  English  ships.  That  the 
Algerines  had  plied  their  instruments  of  destruction  with  no  common 
alacrity  is  sufficiently  shown  by  the  fact,  that  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two 
officers  and  men  were  killed  in  the  British  squadron,  and  sixty-five  in  the 
Dutch.  Lord  Exmouth  himself  says,  in  his  despatch,  «*  There  were  awful 
moments  during  the  conflict,  which  I  cannot  now  attempt  to  describe, 
occasioned  by  firing  the  ships  so  near  us."  The  Algerine  batteries  around 
lord  Exmouth's  division  were  silenced  about  ten  o'clock,  and  were  in  a  com- 
plete state  of  ruin  and  dilapidation ;  but  a  fort  at  the  upper  angle  of  the 
city  continued  to  annoy  our  ships,  whose  firing  had  almost  ceased.  This  was 
the  moment  of  the  most  serious  danger  to  our  fleet.  Our  means  of  attack  were 
well-nigh  expended  ;  the  upper  batteries  of  the  city  could  not  be  reached  by 
our  guns ;  the  ships  were  becalmed.  "  Providence,  at  this  interval,"  says 
lord  Exmouth,  "  gave  to  my  anxious  wishes  the  usual  land-wind  common  in 
this  bay,  and  my  expectations  were  completed.  We  were  all  hands  employed 
warping  and  towing  off^,  and  by  the  help  of  the  light  air  the  whole  were 
under  sail,  and  came  to  anchor  out  of  reach  of  shells  about  two  in  the  morn- 
ing, after  twelve  hours'  incessant  labour."  Nine  Algerine  frigates  and  a 
number  of  gunboats  were  burning  within  the  bay ;  the  storehouses  within 
the  Mole  were  on  fire.  The  blaze  illumined  all  the  bay,  and  showed  the 
town  and  its  environs  almost  as  clear  as  in  the  day-time ;  instead  of  walls, 
the  batteries  presented  nothing  to  the  sight  but  heaps  of  rubbish ;  and  out 
of  these  ruins  the  Moors  and  Turks  were  busily  employed  in  dragging  their 
dead.  When  the  fleet  had  anchored  a  storm  arose — ^not  so  violent  as  the 
storm  which  here  destroyed  the  mighty  fleet  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  and  left 
his  magnificent  army,  which  had  lauded  to  subdue  the  barbarians,  to  perish  l^T . 
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sword  and  famine— but  a  storm  of  thunder  and  lightning,  which  filled  up  the 
measure  of  sublimitj,  at  the  close  of  the  twelve  awful  hours  of  battle  and 
slaughter. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28fch,  lord  Exmouth  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Dey, 
who  had  himself  fought  with  courage,  in  which  the  same  terms  of  peace  were 
offered  as  on  the  previous  day.  "  If  you  receive  this  offer  as  you  ought,  you 
will  fire  three  guns,"  wrote  lord  Exmouth.  G^ie  three  guns  were  fired,  the 
Dey  made  apologies,  and  treaties  of  peace  and  amity  were  finally  signed,  to 
be  very  soon  again  broken.  The  enduring  triumph  of  this  expedition  was 
the  release,  within  three  days  of  the  battle,  of  a  thousand  and  eighty-three 
Christian  slaves,  who  arrived  from  the  interior,  and  who  were  immediately 
conveyed  to  their  respective  countries. 


statue  of  Bonaparte^  by  Canova,  In  Apsley  House. 
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The  Imperial  Parliament  assembled  on  the  1st  of  Pebruary,  1816.  At 
ibis  opening  of  tbe  Session  the  ministry  met  the  representatives  of  the  people 
with  all  the  pride  and  confidence  of  a  success  beyond  hope.  The  march  to 
Parifl,  twice  over,  says  a  conspicuous  actor  in  the  politics  of  that  hour,  was 
Bufficiently  marvellous  ;  "  but  it  appeared,  if  possible,  still  more  incredible, 
that  we  should  witness  lord  Castlereagh  entering  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  resuming,  amidst  universal  shouts  of  applause,  the  seat  which  he  had 
quitted  for  a  season  to  attend  as  a  chief  actor  in  the  arrangement  of  continental 
territory."  t  Why  incredible  ?  Lord  Castlereagh  in  tbe  House  of  Com- 
mons was  the  impersonation  of  a  great  national  triumph.  The  parliamentary 
majority  cheered  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  as  he  would  have  been 
cheered  by  any  other  assembly,  when  he  came  home  flushed  with  success. 
For  a  little  while  the  nation  might  bear  even  the  presumption  of  those 
who  claimed  all  the  merit  of  the  triumph.  On  the  first  night  of  the  Session, 
it  was  clearly  seen  that  there  was  to  be  a  limit  to  what  Parliament  would  bear. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declared  his  intention  to  continue  the  Pro- 
perty or  Income  Tax,  on  the  modified  scale  of  five  per  cent.  This  avowal 
was  the  signal  for  one  of  the  chief  battle-cries  which  were  to  lead  on  the 
scanty  forces  of  Opposition. 

*  The  period  eomprissd  in  this  Chapter,  and  in  Chapter  V:,  embracing  the  annals  of  1816 
and  1817,  has  been  previously  treated  of  by  the  author  of  '*The  Popular  History"  in  <*The 
History  of  the  Peace,"  published  in  1846.  This  work,  begun  by  him,  was  continued  and  com- 
pleted by  Miss  Martineau,  and  therefore  bears  her  name.  Although  in  the  present  history  the 
author  proposed  only  to  ooeupy  about  half  the  space  of  what  he  had  previously  written,  he 
iielt  the  extreme  difficulty  of  relating  the  same  erents,  and  expressing  the  same  opinions,  alto- 
gether in  new  words.  Haying  stat^  his  difficulty  to  Messrs.  Chambers,  who  are  now  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  copyright  of  ''The  History  of  the  Peace,''  he  has  received  from  them  a  very  kind 
permisMon,  to  ooodense  the  original  narrative,  or  adopt  any  passages,  at  his  own  discretion. 
Whilst  this  lioenoe  relieves  the  author  from  an  obvious  embairassment,  he  has  nevertheless  been 
denrons  to  aroid  a  mere  transcript  of  any  large  portion  of  what  he  had  previously  written.  But 
lie  hu  not  made  the  useless  attempt  to  distinguish  between  the  new  matter  and  the  old,  hoping 
tut  he  has  nma^jT"****^  ^^  separate  parts  so  as  to  produce  a  harmonious  result 

t  Brougham's  **  Speediei,"  toL  i.  p.  684  :  Introduction  to  Speech  on  Holy  Alliances^ 
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In  a  debate  in  tbe  Committee  of  Supply,  lord  Casfclereagh  used  a  memor- 
able expression  which  roused  a  spirit  in  the  country  of  deep  hostility — almost 
of  disgust :  '*  He  felt  assured  that  the  people  of  England  would  not,  from  an 
ignorant  impatieuce  to  be  relieved  from  the  pressure  of  taxation,  put  eyeiy- 
thing  to  hazard,  when  everything  might  be  accomplished  by  continued 
constancy  and  firmness."*  From  the  moment  of  this  offensive  declaration 
the  Income  Tax  was  doomed.  The  people  had  not  borne  the  taxation  of  so 
many  years  of  war  with  a  heroism  such  as  no  people  had  ever  before 
shown,  to  be  taunted  with  ignorant  impatience  of  taxation,  now  that  they  had 
won  peace.  The  presumption  of  the  government  at  this  period  was  calcu- 
lated to  produce  a  violent  reaction  throughout  the  land.  Men  really  thought 
that  the  old  English  spirit  of  freedom  was  about  to  be  trampled  upon  when 
the  debates  on  the  Treaties  took  place,  in  which  lord  Liverpool  moved  the 
Address.  Lord  Orenville  proposed  an  amendment,  which  deprecated  in  the 
strongest  language  'Hhe  settled  system  to  raise  the  country  into  a  military 
power."  In  the  House  of  Peers  the  government  had  a  majority  of  sixty- 
four.  Lord  Holland  entered  a  protest  against  the  Address,  in  terms  which 
embodied  his  speech  upon  the  Treaties;  and  expressed  the  opinions  of  that 
section  of  the  Opposition :  ''  Because  the  treaties  and  engagements  contain 
a  direct  guarantee  of  the  present  government  of  France  against  the  people  of 
that  country ;  and,  in  my  judgment,  imply  a  general  and  perpetual  guarantee 
of  all  European  governments  against  the  governed."  In  the  House  of  Com- 
mons the  Foreign  Secretary  moved  the  Address  upon  the  Treaties.  An 
amendment  was  proposed  by  lord  Milton,  which  deprecated  the  military 
occupation  of  France  and  the  unexampled  military  establishments  of  this 
country.  Tbe  debate  lasted  two  nights,  the  Address  being  finally  carried  by 
a  majority  of  a  hundred  and  sixty-three.  What  was  said  on  both  sides  was, 
to  a  considerable  extent,  the  regular  display  of  party  conflict.  The  exultation 
of  the  government  at  the  settlement  of  their  war-labours  look  now  scarcely 
more  inflated  than  the  fears  of  some  members  of  the  Opposition  that  the 
confederated  arms  of  the  despots  of  Europe  might  be  turned  against  the 
liberties  of  England.  The  practical  business  that  was  at  hand — the  enforce- 
ment of  economy,  the  alleviation  of  distress — ^was  the  matter  of  real  importance 
that  was  to  grow  out  of  these  debates. 

The  Corporation  of  London  took  the  lead  in  the  national  expression  of 
opinion  against  the  Property  Tax.  It  was  not  only  the  anti-ministerial  party 
of  the  City  that  joined  in  the  petition  of  the  corporation ; — ^the  judgments  of 
mercantile  men  against  the  continuance  of  the  tax  were  almost  tmiversal. 
The  dislike  of  the  rural  population  was  as  fixed  as  that  of  the  inhabitants  of 
towns,  ^he  battle  against  this  tax  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  examples 
of  parliamentary  strategy  that  was  ever  displayed.^  For  six  weeks  the  Oppo- 
sition, headed  by  Mr.  Brougham,  availed  themselves  of  all  the  means  of  delay 
afforded  by  the  forms  of  the  House.  As  petitions  against  the  tax  were  pre- 
sented night  after  night,  debates  on  the  petitions  prevented  debate  and 
division  on  the  reading  of  the  Bill.  It  was  the  17th  of  March  before  the 
resolutions  for  the  continuance  of  the  tax  were  presented  to  the  House. 
The  division  of  the  18th  of  March,  upon  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of 
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the  Exchequer  in  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  was  tenainatod  in  half 
an  hour  by  the  impatience  of  the  House.  For  the  continuance  of  the  Pro- 
perty Tax  201  members  voted ;  against  it,  238.  This  defeat  of  the  govem- 
ment  dispelled  the  belief  that  resistance  to  taxation  was  *^  ignorant  impa- 
tience." The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  took  a  somewhat  remarkable 
course  after  this  defeat.  He  voluntarily  abandoned  the  war-duties  upon 
malt,  amounting  to  about  2,700,000/.  The  decision  of  the  House  would 
compel  him  to  resort  to  the  money-market, — ^in  other  words,  to  raise  a  loan. 
''It  was  of  little  consequence  that  the  loan  should  be  increased  by  the 
amount  of  the  calculated  produce  of  the  malt-duty."  Lord  Castlereagh 
said,  '*  it  was  a  matter  of  indifference  whether  they  took  a  loan  of  six  or 
eight  millions."  This  was  the  "indifference" — the  result  of  a  long  course  of 
unbounded  expense— that  required  all  the  efforts  of  the  people  and  of  their 
friends,  during  many  years,  to  change  into  responsibility. 

The  inquisitorial  character  of  the  Property  Tax  had  some  influence  in 
producing  the  popular  hostility  te  its  continuance.  The  returns  of  the  tax- 
payers were  then  scrutinized  with  a  severity  which  has  been  wisely  put  aside 
in  the  present  times.  But  during  the  pressure  of  war-expenditure,  and  long 
afterwards,  the  imposition  and  collection  of  other  taxes  were  rendered  as 
odious  as  possible  to  the  people.  The  government  employed,  te  an  extent 
which  scarcely  seems  credible  now,  an  army  of  common  informers,  through 
whoee  agency  the  system  of  surcharges  and  penalties  was  enforced.  ^Southey 
attacked  this  disgrace  of  our  nation  as  being  ten  times  more  inquisiterial 
than  the  Holy  Office  of  Spain.^*'  This  species  of  espionage  has  within  these 
few  years  become  a  regular  trade ;  the  laws  are  in  some  instances  so  per- 
plexing, and  in  others  so  vexatious,  that  matter  for  prosecution  is  never 
wanting."  He  describes  how  ''  a  fellow  surcharges  half  the  people  in  the 
district ;  that  is,  he  informs  the  tax-commissioners  that  such  persons  have 
given  in  a  false  account  of  their  windows,  dogs,  horses,  carriages,  &c.,  an 
offence  for  which  the  tax  is  trebled,  and  half  the  surplus  given  to  the 
informer."  Harassed  and  perplexed — summoned  from  distant  parts  to  appear 
before  the  commissioners — the  persons  informed  against  give  up  the  trouble 
and  expense  of  seeking  justice ;  pay  the  penalty  and  bear  the  surcharge.* 

The  debates  upon  the  Army  Estimates,  which  eventually  caused  some 
reduction — the  rejection  of  the  Property  Tax — the  searching  inquiry  into  the 
Civil  List — the  agitetion  of  the  question  of  sinecure  offices — ^were  indications 
of  the  feeling  which  any  government  would  have  to  encounter  that  did  not 
resolutely  determine  that  a  season  of  peace  should  be  a  season  of  economy. 
When  the  deteils  of  the  Civil  List  exhibited  items  of  wanton  and  ridiculous 
luxury,  the  members  of  the  Administration  themselves  were  pained  and 
humiliated.  When  the  same  ministers  proposed  the  magnificent  establish- 
ment for  the  Princess  Charlotte  and  Prince  Leopold,  upon  their  marriage, 
not  a  dissentient  voice  was  heard  in  Parliament.  The  nation  saw  in  this 
marriage  of  the  presumptive  heiress  of  the  Crown — a  marriage  of  affection — 
some  assured  hope  that  public  duties  might  be  fitly  learned  in  the  serenity  of 
domestic  happiness.  The  private  virtues  were  felt  to  be  the  best  preparation 
for  the  possession  of  sovereign  power.    The  idea  of  a  patriot  queen  dis- 
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charging  all  her  high  functions  with  steady  alacrity,  confident  in  the  affections 
of  her  people,  of  simple  habits,  of  refined  and  intellectual  tastes,  her  throne 
sanctified  by  the  attributes  of  womanly  affection — such  hopes  were  something 
to  console  the  nation  for  the  present  endurance  of  authority  that  claimed 
only  *'  mouth-honour,"  without  lore  or  respect.  The  marriage  of  the  Princess 
Charlotte  was  hailed  as  a  public  blessing.  It  took  place  at  Carlton  House, 
on  the  eyening  of  the  2nd  of  May, 

One  of  the  most  painful  circumstances  of  this  period,  and  one  pregnant 
with  danger,  was  the  general  contempt  for  the  character  of  him  who  now 
wielded  the  soyereign  authority.  The  military  triumphs  of  the  Begency 
made  the  nation  only  consider  how  strongly  in  contrast  to  the  eleyation  of 
that  heroic  time  were  the  crayings  for  ease  and  indulgence,  the  reckless 
expenditure  upon  childish  gratifications,  of  the  Begent.  The  attacks  of  the 
press  upon  his  sensual  follies  made  him  hate  the  expression  of  public  opinion. 
That  yoice  was  heard  in  a  place  where  the  character  and  actions  of  the 
soyereign  are  usually  imnoticed,  eyen  in  the  greatest  freedom  of  parliamentary 
debate.  The  Prince  of  Wales  was  in  "  all  but  name  a  King."  Bomilly 
describes  a  scene  in  the  House  of  Commons,  which  took  place  in  a  debate  on 
the  20th  of  March,  in  which  Brougham,  he  says,  made  a  yiolent  attack  upon 
the  Begent,  "  whom  he  described  as  deyoted,  in  the  recesses  of  his  palace,  to 
the  most  yicious  pleasures,  and  callous  to  the  distresses  and  sufferings  of 
others,  in  terms  which  would  not  haye  been  too  strong  to  describe  the  latter 
days  of  Tiberius."  He  adds,  *'  it  is  generally  belieyed  that,  but  for  the 
speech  of  Brougham's,  the  ministers  would  again  haye  been  in  a  minority. 

Brougham's  speech  was  yery  injudicious  as  well  as  yery  unjust,  for, 

with  all  the  Prince's  faults,  it  is  absurd  to  speak  of  him  as  if  he  were  one 
of  the  most  sensual  and  unfeeling  tyrants  that  oyer  disgraced  a  throne."  * 
Neyertheless,  although  satire  ran  riot  in  ridicule  of  the  unbounded  and 
effeminate  luxury  of  Carlton  House  in  spite  of  ex  officio  informations,  there 
was  wanting  some  authoritatiye  yoice  to  proclaim  that  the  mightiest  of  the 
earth  are  unworthy  of  their  high  station  when  they  liye  for  their  own  plea- 
sures alone.  The  declamation  of  Mr.  Brougham  might  be  unstatesmanlike, 
but  it  was  not  without  its  use. 

When  the  goyemment,  in  the  name  of  the  Prince  Begent,  informed 
Parliament  that  "  the  manufactures,  commerce,  and  reyenue  of  the  United 
Kingdom  were  in  a  fiourishing  condition,"  the  exception  of  Agriculture  was 
a  sufficient  announcement  that  the  cry  of  '' Distress"  was  near  at  hand. 
Amidst  the  best  and  the  worst  species  of  opposition — ^the  power  of  ai^ument 
and  the  weakness  of  tumult — a  Bill  was  in  1815  hurried  through  Parliament 
which  absolutely  closed  the  ports  till  the  price  of  wheat  rose  to  80t.  This 
law  was  passed  during  a  season  of  wonderful  abundance.  It  produced  the 
immediate  good  to  the  landed  interest  of  preyenting  the  abimdant  supplj 
being  increased  by  importation;  but  the  effect  which  it  produced  to  the 
nation  was  to  dry  up  the  resources  in  years  of  scarcity  which  the  foresight  of 
other  countries  might  haye  proyided.  The  war-and-famine  price  of  1812  was 
again  reached  in  the  latter  part  of  1816,  in  1817,  and  in  1818.  The  golden 
days  of  the  deity  that  is  found  in  no  mythology,  the  Anti-Ceres,  weie 
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returned.  Bat  the  people  were  starring.  Misery  and  insurrection  filled  the 
land. 

A  year  after  the  hasty  enactment  of  a  Corn-Law  in  1815,  amidst  riots  in 
the  metropoliB  and  the  provinces,  a  majority  of  the  landed  interest  came  to 
Parliament  to  ask  for  the  remission  of  peculiar  burthens,  and  to  demand 
fresh  protection.  The  landed  interest  of  1816  had  but  one  remedy  for  eyery 
eyil — ^unequal  remission  of  taxation  conjoined  with  protection.  They  desir^ 
themselves  to  pay  less  to  the  State  than  their  fellow-subjects ;  they'required 
the  State  to  limit  their  fellow-subjects  to  that  exclusive  market  for  the 
necessaries  of  life  which  should  dry  up  the  sources  of  profitable  industry, 
«nd  thus  make  their  taxation  doubly  burthensome.  On  the  7th  of  March  Mj*. 
Western  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House  a  series  of  fourteen  Sesolutions, 
which  declared  the  "  unexampled  distress"  of  those  whose  capitals  were  em- 
ployed in  agriculture.  They  demanded  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  the  Act  of 
1815  as  should  allow  foreign  com  to  be  warehoused,  so  that  only  British  com 
should  be  stored ;  and  lurged  an  advance  of  money  .by  the  government  to  such 
individuals  as  might  be  inclined  to  buy  up  our  native  produce.  The  prin- 
ciple upon  which  all  this  was  advocated  was  a  sufficiently  broad  one :  *^  That 
excessive  taxation  renders  it  necessary  to  give  protection  to  all  articles  the 
produce  of  our  own  soil,  against  similar  articles  the  growth  of  foreign 
<xmntries,  not  subject  to  the  same  burthens;"  and  ''that  it  is  therefore 
expedient  to  impose  additional  duties  and  restrictions  on  the  importation  of 
all  articles,  the  produce  of  foreign  agriculture."  It  is  a  remarkable  example 
ef  the  power  of  the  landed  interest  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  these 
assertions  and  unconditional  demands  were  received  not  only  with  tolerance 
but  respect.  The  day-spring  of  economical  politics  had  scarcely  yet  dawned. 
The  strength  either  of  the  Ministry  or  the  Opposition  essentially  depended 
upon  the  numerical  force  of  the  country  gentlemen.  The  commercial  and 
manu&cturing  interests  were  most  imperfectly  represented.  The  landed 
anstocraey  had  retained  official  power,  in  association  with  a  few  ''  clerkly" 
workers,  from  the  earliest  feudal  times.  The  admission  of  a  merchant  to  the 
eouncila  of  the  sovereign  would  have  been  deemed  pollution.  The  mill-owners 
had  carried  us  through  the  war ;  yet  as  a  political  body  they  were  without 
influence,  almost  without  a  voice.  There  was  no  one  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  who  had  either  the  courage  or  the  ability  to  probe  the  wounds  of 
the  agricultural  interests,  which  were  thus  paraded  before  the  nation.  The 
Sesolutions  of  Mr.  Western  in  1816  came  to  no  practical  result ;  for  the 
chief  reason,  that  the  forced  abandonment  of  the  property-tax,  and  the  volun- 
tary relinquishment  of  the  war  malt-duty,  had  really  left  very  little  within 
the  reach  of  Government  to  be  offered  as  a  further  boon  to  the  landed 
interest. 

M  Manufactures  and  Commerce,"  said  the  speech  of  the  Frinee  Begent, 
^  axe  in  a  flourishing  condition."  This  was  to  rely  upon  the  bare  figures  of 
Custom  House  returns.  In  1815  the  declared  value  of  British  and  Irish 
produce  and  manufactures  exported  was  fifby-one  millions,  being  six  millions 
more  than  in  1814.  Well  might  the  commerce  of  the  country  seem  to  be 
flourishing.  Those  who  knew  the  real  workings  of  that  commerce  were  not 
so  deceived.  Mr.  Baring,  on  the  second  night  of  the  Session,  declared,  that 
**  he  saw  more  loss  than  gain  in  thi^  great  increase  of  export."    yQben  thor 
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destruction  of  the  power  of  Napoleon  in  1814  bad  opened  the  ports  of  the 
continent  to  our  vessels ;  when  the  consumption  of  our  exports  no  longer 
depended  upon  a  vast  system  of  contraband  trade ;  it  was  universally  thought 
that  there  could  be  no  limit  to  the  demand  for  British  manufactures  and 
colonial  produce.  If,  under  the  anti-commercial  decrees  of  our  great  enemy, 
the  shipments  to  European  ports  had  been  twelve  millions  in  1811,  why 
should  they  not  be  doubled  in  1814  ?  And  accordingly  they  were  doubled. 
The  most  extravagant  profits  were  expected  to  be  realized.  The  ordinary 
course  of  trade  was  forsaken,  and  small  capitalists  as  well  as  large,  at  the 
outports  as  well  as  in  London,  eagerly  bought  up  colonial  produce,  and 
looked  for  golden  returns.  *'  The  shippers  found  to  their  cost,  when  it  was 
too  late,  that  the  effective  demand  on  the  continent  for  colonial  produce  and 
British  manufactures  had  been  greatly  over-rated ;  for  whatever  might  be  the 
desire  of  the  foreign  consumers  to  possess  articles  so  long  out  of  their  reach , 
they  were  limited  in  their  means  of  purchase,  and  accordingly,  the  bulk  of 
the  commodities  exported  brought  very  inadequate  returns."  *  A  very  slight 
consideration  will  explain  the  causes  of  this  enormous  mistake.  In  the  first 
place,  the  continent  was  wholly  exhausted  by  the  long  course  of  war ;  by  the 
prodigious  expenditure  of  capital  that  the  war  had  demanded ;  by  the  wasteful 
consumption  of  mighty  armies  embattled  against  the  oppressor ;  by  the  rapine 
of  the  predatory  hordes  that  were  let  loose  upon  their  soil ;  by  confiscation. 

/  The  people  had  necessarily  the  greatest  difficulty  to  maintain  life ;  they  had 
little  to  spare  for  the  secondary  necessaries — ^nothing  for  indulgence.  The 
merchants  of  our  own  country — the  nation  in  general — had  been  so  accus- 
tomed to  the  outward  indications  of  prosperity  at  home  during  the  course  of 
the  war,  that  they  had  no  adequate  idea  that  war  was  the  great  destroyer  of 
capital,  and  that  it  essentially  left  all  mankind  poorer.  In  the  second  place, 
what  had  the  continent  to  give  us  in  exchange  for  our  cofice  and  our  sugar, 
our  calicoes  and  our  cutlery  P  The  old  mercantile  school  still  existed  amongst 
us,  who  thought  that  the  perfection  of  commerce  was  to  exchange  goods  for 
money,  and  that  a  great  commercial  nation  might  subsist  without  barter. 
But  the  continent  had  no  money  to  exchange  for  English  products,  even  if 
the  exploded  theories  of  the  balance  of  trade  could  have  found  any  realization. 
The  continent,  exhausted  as  it  was,  had  its  native  commodities,  but  those  we 
refused.  We  doggedly  held  on  in  a  course  of  commercial  regulation  which 
belonged  only  to  the  infancy  of  society.  We  perpetuated  foreign  restrictions 
and  exclusions  of  our  own  manufactured  produce,  by  persistence  in  a  system 
which  other  nations  of  necessity  regarded  as  the  cause  of  our  manufacturing 
superiority.  We  did  not  then  know  how  essentially  this  system  retarded  our 
own  national  progress.  We  listened  to  those  who,  on  every  side,  clamoured 
for  exclusive  interests.    Agriculturists  and  manufacturers,  landowners  and 

^  shipowners,  equally  shouted  for  protection. 

The  state  of  the  American  trade  of  1816  was  described  by  Mr.  Brougham, 
after  speaking  of  the  disastrous  results  of  the  continental  speculations : — 
'*  The  peace  with  America  has  produced  somewhat  of  a  similar  efiect ;  though 
I  am  very  far  from  placing  the  vast  exports  which  it  occasioned  upon  the 
same  footing  with  those  to  the  European  markets  the  year  before ;  because 

•  Tooke's  "Hiatory  of  Prices,"  toL  U.  p.  8.         ^  , 
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ultimatelj  the  AmericanB  irill  pay  *  which  the  ezhaiuted  atate  of  the  con* 
tinent  renden  very  unlikely.*'  *  Let  ua  remark  that  we  did  not  prevent  the 
Americans  paying  in  the  only  way  in  which  one  great  people  can  pay  another 
— ^by  the  interchange  of  commodities  which  each  wants,  in  return  for  com- 
moditiea  of  which  each  can  produce  a  superfluity.  We  shut  out  their  coniy 
but  we  did  not  shut  out  their  cotton.  But  we  went  farther  with  the  United 
States  in  the  rec^nition  of  just  commercial  principles  than  with  any 
European  nation,  ^^y  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  in  1814,  both  countries  agreed 
to  repeal  their  navigation  laws,  and  *'  the  ships  of  the  two  countries  were 
placed  reciprocally  upon  the  same  footing  in  tbe  ports  of  England  and  the 
United  States,  and  all  discriminating  duties  chargeable  upon  the  goods  which 
they  conveyed  were  mutually  repealed\ 

The  distresses  of  the  agricultural  and  tbe  commercial  interests  were 
coincident ;  for  the  means  of  purchase  amongst  all  classes  were  exhausted. 
The  capital  which  was  to  impel  their  profitable  industry  was  dried  up.  There 
was  **  a  very  general  depression  in  the  prices  of  nearly  all  productions,  and  in 
the  value  of  all  fixed  property,  entailing  a  convergence  of  losses  and  failures 
among  the  agricultural,  and  commercial,  and  manufacturing,  and  mining,  and 
shipping,  and  building  interests,  which  marked  that  period  as  one  of  most 
extensive  suffering  and  distress."  t  Some  proclaimed  that  the  depression 
and  the  distress  were  caused,  not  by  the  exhaustion  of  war,  but  by  '*  the 
transition  from  a  state  of  war  to  a  state  of  peace."  The  theory  upon  which 
this  delusion  was  upheld  was  this : — '*  The  whole  annual  war  expenditure,  to 
the  amount  of  not  less  than  forty  millions,  was  at  once  withdrawn  from 
circulation.  But  public  expenditure  is  like  the  fountain  tree  in  the  Indian 
paradise,  which  diffuses  in  fertilizing  streams  the  vapours  which  it  was  created 
to  collect  and  condense  for  the  purpose  of  more  beneficially  returning  and 
distributing  them."  X  According  to  this  logical  imagery,  or  imaginative  logic, 
the  capital  of  a  nation  in  the  pockets  of  its  proprietors  is  "  vapour ;"  it 
becomes  a  "  fertilizing  stream"  when  it  condenses  into  taxes.  It  assumes  that 
there  is  more  demand  when  the  capital  of  a  country  is  expended  by  govern- 
ment, than  when  the  same  capital  is  expended  by  individuals.  It  assumes  that 
the  expenditure  of  capital  by  government  in  subsidies,  in  the  wasteful  con- 
sumption of  armies,  in  all  the  tear  and  wear  of  war,  is  more  profitable  than  the 
expenditure  of  capital  in  i^he  general  objects  of  industry  which  create  more 
capital.  It  assumes  that  the  partial  expenditure  of  capital  by  government  in 
its  victualling  offices,  is  more  profitable  than  the  regidar  expenditure  of  the 
same  capital  left  in  the  pockets  of  the  tax-payers,  to  give  them  an  additional 
command  over  food  and  raiment, — over  the  comforts  and  elegancies  of  life.  This 
fallaey,  as  well  as  many  others  connected  with  the  depression  of  industry  at 
the  close  of  the  war,  has  been  disproved  by  the  long  experience  of  peace. 
We  had  arrived  in  1816  at  the  highest  point  of  war  exhaustion.  The  expen- 
diture of  government  in  the  eleven  years  between  1805  and  1815  was  very 
nearly  900,000,000i.  In  1815  the  revenue  raised  by  taxation  was  72,000,000/. 
Upon  a  population  of  fifteen  millions  in  the  United  Kingdom  this  was  a 


*  Brougham's  "Speeches,"  vol.  i.  p.  519. 
t  Tooke's  "History  of  Prices,"  vol.  ii.  p.  12. 
t  "  Quarterly  Review,"  July,  1816. 
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rate  per  head  of  47.  IQt,  The  rate  of  taxation  per  head  upon  the  population 
of  the  United  Kingdom  in  1860  was  21.  Ss,  There  was  the  same  aggregate 
amount  of  taxation,  but  the  burden  was  divided  between  twiee  the  number 
of  tax-payers. 

The  partial  return  to  a  real  standard  of  the  currency  at  the  period  of 
peace  was  considered  by  many  to  have  been  a  main  if  not  the  sole  cause 
of  the  distress  and  embarrassment  which  we  have  described.  Neverthe- 
lesSy  the  Bank  of  England  at  the  peace  scarcely  contracted  its  issues 
at  all.  In  August,  1813,  the  circulation  of  bank-notes  was  nearly  twenty- 
five  millions;  at  the  same  season  in  1814  it  was  twenty-eight  millions; 
in  1815  twenty-seven  millions;  in  1816  only  half  a  million  less.  The 
utmost  amount  of  the  depreciation  of  bank-notes  was  in  1814,  when  a 
hundred  pounds  of  paper  would  only  buy  74/i.  17s.  6d.  of  gold — a  depre- 
ciation of  about  25  per  cent.  In  1815  and  1816  a  hundred  pounds  of 
paper  would  buy  83/.  5s.  9d.  of  gold — a  depreciation  of  nearly  17  per  cent. 
Thus  the  rise  in  the  value  of  money,  which  Cobbett,  and  many  others  of  less 
violent  politics,  declared  had  produced  the  wide-spreading  ruin  of  1816,  by 
causing  a  proportionate  fall  of  the  prices  of  commodities  exchanged  for 
money,  was  not  more  than  8  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  the  period  when  the 
value  of  an  unconvertible  paper-money  was  at  the  lowest.  ,  It  is  no  less  true 
that  a  vast  amount  of  paper-money  was  withdrawn  from  circulation  at  this 
period,  by  the  failure  of  many  country-banks,  and  the  contraction  of  their 
advances  by  all  who  were  stable.  This  was  a  consequence  of  the  great  fall 
of  agricultural  produce — a  consequence  of  the  diminished  credit  of  the  pro- 
ducers. When  the  restriction  upon  cash  payments  by  the  Bank  of  England 
was,  in  1816,  agreed  to  be  renewed  for  two  years,  the  bearing  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  restriction  upon  the  state  of  prices  was  not  overlooked.  On 
the  1st  of  May,  1816,  Mr.  Homer,  on  his  motion  for  a  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  restoring  the  cash  payments  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
said  that,  '^  from  inquiries  which  he  had  made,  and  from  the  accounts  on  the 
table,  he  was  convinced  that  a  greater  and  more  sudden  reduction  of  the 
circulating  medium  had  never  taken  place  in  any  country  than  had  taken 
pUce  since  the  peace  in  this  country,  with  the  exception  of  those  reductions 
which  had  happened  in  France  after  the  Mississippi  scheme,  and  after  the 
destruction  of  the  assignats.  The  reduction  of  the  currency  had  originated 
in  the  previous  fall  of  the  prices  of  agricultural  produce.  This  Mi  had 
produced  a  destruction  of  the  country  bank-paper  to  an  extent  which  would 
not  have  been  thought  possible  without  more  ruin  than  had  ensued.  The 
Bank  of  England  had  also  reduced  its  issues,  as  appeared  by  the  accounts 
recently  presented.  But  without  looking  to  the  diminution  of  the  Bank  of 
England  paper,  the  reduction  of  country  paper  was  enough  to  account  for 
the  fall  which  had  taken  place."  *  William  Cobbett,  in  November,  1816, 
maintained,  not  unreasonably,  although  he  exaggerated  the  extent  of  the 
diminished  issue  of  bank-paper,  that  if,  with  reduced  prices  of  commoditieB, 
the  debt  and  taxes  had  come  down  too,  there  would  have  been  no  material 
injury.t 

*  Hansard,  vol.  zxxiv.  p.  143. 

t  **PoliticaL  Register,"  NoTember  80,  1816. 
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That  the  paralysis  of  industry  which  marked  the  latter  months  of  1815 
and  the  beginning  of  1816  was  most  felt  by  those  whose  yoices  of  com- 
plaint were  least  heard,  by  the  working  population,  was  soon  made  perfectly 
manifest.  There  was  a  surplus  of  labour  in  eyery  department  of  human 
exertion.  Mr.  Brand  declared  in  Parliament,  at  the  end  of  March,  speaking 
especially  of  the  agricultural  population,  that  "  the  poor,  in  many  cases,  aban- 
doned their  own  residences.  Whole  parishes  had  been  deserted ;  and  the 
crowd  of  paupers,  increasing  in  numbers  as  they  went  from  parish  to  parish, 
spread  wider  and  wider  this  awful  desolation."  *  Discharged  sailors  and  dis- 
banded militiamen  swelled  the  ranks  of  indigence.  If  the  unhappy  wan- 
derers crowded  to  the  cities,  they  encountered  bodies  of  workmen  equally 
wretched,  wholly  deprived  of  work,  or  working  at  short  time  upon  insufficient 
wages.  But  another  evil,  of  which  we  find  no  parliamentary  record,  amidst 
debates  on  the  preyailing  distress,  had  come  upon  the  land  to  aggravate  dis- 
content into  desperation.  While  the  landowners  were  demanding  more  pro- 
tection, and  passing  new  laws  for  limiting  the  supply  of  food,  the  heavens 
lowered ;  intense  frosts  prevailed  in  February ;  the  spring  was  inclement ; 
the  temperature  of  the  advancing  summer  was  unusually  low ;  and  in  July 
incessant  rains  and  cold  stormy  winds  completed  the  most  ungenial  season 
that  had  occurred  in  this  country  since  1799.  In  January  the  average  price 
of  wheat  was  62«.  6^. ;  in  May  it  was  76s.  ^»  The  apprehensions  of  a  deficient 
crop  were  universal  in  Germany,  in  France,  and  in  the  south  of  Europe.  The 
result  of  the  harvest  showed  that  these  apprehensions  were  not  idle.  The 
prices  of  grain  in  England  rapidly  rose  after  July ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
lye^  barky,  and  beans  had  more  than  doubled  the  average  market  price  at 
the  beginning ;  wheat  had  risen  from  52s,  6d.  to  103s. 

^  The  matter  of  seditions  is  of  two  kinds,"  sap  lord  Bacon,  ^'  much 
poverty  and  much  discontentment."  Both  causes  were  fully  operating  in 
Ghreat  Britain  in  1816. '  The  seditions  of  absolute  poverty— ''  the  rebellions 
of  the  IheUy,"  as  the  same  great  thinker  writes— were  the  first  to  manifest 
themaelTes.  Early  in  May,  symptoms  of  insubordination  and  desperate 
violence  were  displayed  among  the  agricultural  population  of  the  eastern 
counties.  These  "poor  dumb  mouths"  soon  made  themselves  audible. 
They  combined  in  the  destruction  of  property  with  a  fierce  recklessness  that 
startled  those  who  saw  no  danger  but  in.  the  violence  of  dense  populations, 
and  who  were  constantly  proclaiming  that  the  nation  which  builds  on  manu- 
faetores  sleeps  upon  gunpowder.  In  Sufiblk,  nightly  fireS'  of  incendiaries 
b^an  to  blase  in  every  district ;  threshing  machines  were  broken  or  burnt  in 
open  day ;  miQs  were  attacked.  At  Brandon,  near  Bury,  large  bodies  of 
labourers  assembled  to  prescribe  a  maximum  price  of  grain  and  meat,  and  to 
puU  down  the  houses  of  butchers  and  bakers.  They  bore  flags,  with  the 
motto,  **  Bread  or  Blood."  At  Bury  and  at  Norwich,  disturbances  of  a 
similar  nafnre  were  quickly  repressed.  But  the  most  serious  demonstration 
of  the  spirit  of  the  peasantry  arose  in  what  is  called  ^*  the  Isle  of  Ely." 
When  we  regard  the  peculiar  character  of  this  portion  of  the  country,  we 
may  easily  understand  how  a  great  fall  in  the  prices  of  grain  had  driven  the 
land  out  of  cultivation,  and  cast  off  the  labour  of  the  peasantry,  to  be  as 


*  HanBard,  toL  xxxiii.  p.  671. 
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noxious  in  its  stagnation  as  the  overcharged  waters  of  that  artificially  fertile 
region.  That  country  was  then  very  imperfectly  drained,  and  the  rates  for 
the  imperfect  drainage  being  unpaid  by  many  tenants,  the  destructive  agencies 
of  nature  were  more  active  than  the  healing  and  directing  energies  of  man. 
It  is  well  known,  too,  that  in  the  fen  countries  the  temptation  of  immediate 
profit  had  more  than  commonly  led  the  farmer  to  raise  exhausting  crops,  and 
that  the  nature  of  the  land,  under  such  circumstances,  is  such,  that  a  more 
provident  tillage,  and  abundant  manure,  cannot  for  a  long  time  restore  it. 
The  high  prices  of  wheat  from  1810  to  1814  had  supplied  this  temptation. 
The  Isle  of  Ely,  in  1816,  had  become  somewhat  like  Prospero's  isle,  where 
there  was  "  everything  advantageous  to  life,  save  means  to  live."  It  was 
under  such  circumstances  that,  on  the  22nd  of  May,  a  great  body  of  insurgent 
fen  men  assembled  at  Littleport,  a  small  town  on  the  river  Lark.  They 
commenced  their  riotous  proceedings  by  a  night  attack  on  the  house  of  a 
magistrate.  They  broke  into  shops,  emptied  the  cellars  of  public-houses,  and 
finally  marched  to  Ely,  where  they  continued  their  lawless  course  of  drunken- 
ness and  plunder.  For  two  days  and  nights  these  scenes  of  violence  did  not 
cease :  and  the  parish  of  Littleport  was  described  as  resembling  a  town  sacked 
by  a  besieging  army,  the  principal  inhabitants  having  been  compelled  to 
abandon  their  houses  in  terror  of  their  lives,  leaving  their  property  to  the 
fury  of  this  fearful  band  of  desperate  men.  There  could,  of  necessity,  be  but 
one  termination.  Tbe  military  were  called  in,  and  a  sort  of  skirmish  ensued, 
in  which  blood  flowed  on  both  sides.  A  large  number  of  the  rioters  were 
finally  lodged  in  Ely  gaol.  Then  came  the  sure  retribution  of  the  offended  laws. 
A  Special  Commission  was  issued  for  the  trial  of  the  culprits.  Thirty-four 
persons  were  couvicted,  and  sentenced  to  death,  on  charges  of  burglary  and 
robbery,  of  whom  five  were  executed. 

Incendiary  fires,  attempts  at  plunder,  riots  put  down  by  military  force, 
spread  alarm  through  districts  chiefiy  agricultural.  The  distress  which  had 
fallen  upon  the  manufacturing  and  other  non-agricultural  portions  of  the 
population  was  manifested  in  many  signal  ways.  At  the  beginning  of  July, 
a  body  of  colliers,  thrown  out  of  employment  by  the  stoppage  of  iron-works 
at  Bilston,  took  the  singular  resolution  of  setting  out  to  London,  for  the 
purpose  of  submitting  their  distresses  in  a  petition  to  the  Prince  !Regent, 
and  presenting  him  with  two  waggons  of  coals,  which  they  drew  along  with 
them.  One  party  advanced  as  far  as  St.  Alban's,  and  another  reached 
Maidenhead  Thicket.  The  Home  Office  took  the  precaution  of  sending  a 
strong  body  of  police,  with  magistrates,  from  London,  to  meet  these  poor 
fellows,  and  induce  them  to  return ;  and  they  were  successful.  The  distresses 
of  the  workmen  in  the  iron  trade  were  quite  appalling.  Utter  desolation 
prevailed  in  districts  where  iron-works  had  been  suspended.  The  workmen 
in  these  districts  used  to  be  surrounded  with  many  comforts.  They  had 
saved  a  little  money.  The  factories  were  shut  up,  the  furnaces  blown  out, 
tbe  coal-pits  closed.  Then  the  neat  cottages,  where  hundreds  of  families 
had  lived  in  comfort,  were  gradually  stripped  of  every  article  of  furniture ; 
the  doors  of  these  once  cheerful  dwellings  were  closed ;  the  families  were 
wandering  about  the  country,  seeking  for  that  relief  from  private  charity 
which  the  parishes  could  not  supply  them.  Depredation  was  very  rare. 
Later  in  the  year,  the  miners  and  colliers  connected  with^he  great  iron- 
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works  in  tbe  neighbourhood  of  Merthjr  assembled  in  a  tumultuous  manner, 
and  their  numbers  gradually  swelling  till  they  reached  ten  or  twelve  thousand, 
they  finally  extinguished  the  blast  at  several  works,  but  did  little  other 
damage.  These  men  were  on  very  reduced  wages,  but  their  distress  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  nearly  so  great  as  tbe  utter  destitution  of  the  Staffordshire 
colliers. 

The  Luddite  insurrection  of  1812  had  never  been  wholly  put  down.*  In 
1816,  it  broke  forth  with  new  violence.  At  Loughborough,  in  July,  many 
frames  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  lace  were  destroyed  with  the  same 
secrecy  as  in  1812.  Armed  bands,  under  the  orders  of  a  chief,  held  the 
inhabitants  in  nightly  terror,  commanding  them  to  put  out  their  lights,  and 
keep  within  their  houses,  under  penalty  of  death.  Their  ravages  were  not 
confined  to  the  towns ;  they  would  march  with  suddenness  and  secrecy  to 
distant  villages,  and  rapidly  effect  their  purposes  of  destruction.  The 
Ckneral  Ludd,  who  led  on  these  armed  and  disguised  desperadoes,  would 
address  his  forces  in  a  short  speech,  divide  them  into  parties,  and  assign  their 
respective  operations.  Then,  in  the  silence  of  night,  would  houses  and 
factories  be  broken  open,  frames  and  other  machines  be  demolished,  un- 
finished work  be  scattered  on  the  highways,  furniture  be  wholly  destroyed. 
The  ignorance  which  has  more  or  less  prevailed  at  all  times  on  the  subject  of 
machinery — coupled  with  the  want  of  employment  produced  by  the  depres- 
sion  of  every  branch  of  industry — was  the  cause  that,  undeterred  by  the 
terrible  penalties  of  the  law,  the  Luddites  still  pursued  the  course  which  had 
well-nigh  driven  the  lace  manufacture  from  their  district,  and  converted 
temporary  distress  into  permanent  ruin. 

The  sufferings  of  the  poor  in  1816  were  too  manifest  not  to  call  forth  an 
unusual  amount  of  public  sympathy,  displayed  in  subscriptions  for  relief,  and 
in  schemes  for  providing  employment.  However  local  charity  may  have 
mitigated  tbe  intensity  of  the  evil  arising  out  of  the  general  exhaustion  of 
capital,  the  more  ostentatious  exertions  of  that  period  were  economic  mis- 
takes, wbicb  would  have  become  fatal  delusions  if  they  had  not  quickly 
broken  down.  Every  scheme  to  provide  unprofitable  employment  by  what  is 
called  charity  must  necessarily  be  fallacious.  Affording  no  returns  to  pro- 
duce continued  employment,  it  soon  comes  to  an  end.  The  higher  benevo- 
lence which  goes  to  the  root,  as  far  as  possible,  of  the  evils  of  society,  was 
then  little  understood  and  less  practised.  Let  us  endeavour  to  trace  the 
operation,  during  the  first  year  in  which  Parliament  had  leisure  to  attend  to 
the  condition  of  the  people,  of  that  legislation  which  seeks  to  remove  evil 
laws  and  to  amend  worn-out  institutions. 

The  notion  that  had  been  engendered  by  the  Prench  Eevolution  that  to 
innovate  was  to  destroy,  that  to  reform  was  to  revolutionize,  was  the  creed 
of  the  majority  from  the  close  of  the  war  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of  George 
the  Fourth.  The  re-action,  which  in  1816  had  commenced,  of  a  more 
enlightened  public  opinion,  finally  produced  the  remarkable  progress  in  social 
improvement  which  is  the  great  characteristic  of  the  happier  eras  of  William 
the  Fourth  and  of  Victoria.  This  re-action  acquired  efficiency  and  perma- 
nence from  the  very  obstinacy  with  which  it  was  resisted.     It  grew  up 
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during  an  incessant  conflict,  in  which  the  roughest  weapons  of  controTersj 
were  freely  used  by  speakers  and  hj  writers.  The  amount  of  acrimony  and 
intolerance  which  we  may  trace  in  the  periodical  press  of  that  time,  now 
appears  ludicrous  to  the  few  who  have  survived  what  Sydney  Smith  calls  '^  an 
awful  period  for  those  who  had  the  misfortune  to  entertain  liberal  opinions." 
A  later  generation  turns  with  loathing  from  the  mode  in  which  educated  men 
denounced  tho^p  who  differed  from  them  in  the  notion  that  the  English  con- 
stitution, as  then  understood,  was  the  best  possible  form  of  government,  and 
that  what  those  who  were  sneered  at  as  enthusiasts  called  social  evils  were 
really  blessings  in  disguise.  When  the  enthusiasts  attempted  to  repeal  or 
modify  laws  wholly  unsuited  to  the  advanced  opinions  of  the  age,  and  which 
appeared  unlikely  to  provoke  the  hostility  of  mere  selfish  interests,  there  was 
always  some  formidable  adversary  to  stand  in  the  breach,  ready  to  defend  the 
crumbling  outer  walls  of  our  time-honoured  institutions,  as  if  they  con- 
stituted the  strength  and  glory  of  the  citadel.  Wise  men  looked  upon 
English  life,  and  thought — 

"  'tis  an  Tinweeded  garden 
That  grows  to  seed  ;  things  rank  and  gross  in  nature 
Possess  it  merely." 

They  were  levellers — they  were  visionaries — they  would  make  government 
impossible,  said  an  overwhelming  majority.  A  type  of  the  class  who  resisted 
every  approach  to  improvement  was  the  Lord  Ghimcellor  Eldon.  His  thought 
by  day,  his  dream  by  night,  was  to  uphold  what  he  called  the  Constitution — 
that  indefinable  compound  of  principles  and  expedients,  that  to  him  was  aa 
sacred  as  the  commands  of  Holy  Writ.  Whoever  approached  to  lay  his 
hands  on  that  ark,  whether  he  came  to  blot  out  a  cruel  statute,  or  to  mitigate 
a  commercial  restriction,  or  to  disfranchise  a  corrupt  borough,  or  to  break 
down  a  religious  disability,  was  his  enemy.  It  has  been  truly  observed,  that 
he  confounded  every  abuse  that  surrounded  the  throne,  or  grew  up  within 
the  precincts  of  the  altar,  with  the  institutions  themselves — *'  alike  the  deter- 
mined enemy  of  all  who  would  either  invade  the  institution  or  extirpate  the 
abuse.*'  Bomilly  was  the  foremost  amongst  the  courageous  spirits  who 
risked  something  for  the  amelioration  of  the  lot  of  their  fellow-men.  His 
perseverance  was  an  example  to  other  earnest  labourers,  who,  amidst  much 
suspicion,  and  some  ridicule,  rested  not  till  they  had  secured  a  neutral 
ground  on  which  the  benevolent  and  wise  of  each  party  might  labour  without 
any  -  compromise  of  their  political  consistency.  Criminal  Laws;  Police; 
Foor-Laws;  Education;  these  offered  themselves,  when  the  excitement  of 
the  war  had  passed  away,  as  subjects  that  might  be  dealt  with  in  the  same 
spirit  which  had  finally  carried  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade.  Tory  might 
unite  with  Whig  in  measures  whose  necessity  was  proclaimed  in  many  forms 
of  misery,  of  oppression,  of  neglect.  Besistance  to  change  gradually  became 
feebler  and  feebler.  There  was  a  wide  gulf  between  the  land  of  promise  and 
the  land  of  reality ;  but  it  was  first  bridged  over  with  a  single  plank,  and  then 
a  solid  structure  arose,  across  which  the  advocates  of  ''  things  as  they  should 
be"  securely  passed  to  an  enduring  triumph,  of  which  the  wisest  of  the 
adherents  of  '*  things  as  they  are"  came,  in  the  fulness  of  time,  to  share  the 
honour. 

The  name  of  reform  in  the  Criminal  Laws  had  not  been  heard  in  the  House 
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of  Commons  for  fifty-eight  years,  when,  in  1808,  Somilly  carried  his  Bill  for 
the  abolition  of  the  punishment  of  death  for  priyately  stealing  firom  the  person 
to  the  ralne  of  fire  shillings ;  in  other  words,  for  picking  pockets.  His 
friend  Scarlett  adYised  him  to  attempt  at  once  to  repeal  aU  the  statutes 
which  punish  with  death  mere  thefts  unaccompanied  bj  any  act  of  violence, 
or  other  circumstance  of  aggravation ;  but  Somillj,  seeing  that  he  had  no 
ehance  of  being  able  to  carry  through  the  House  a  Bill  which  was  to  expunge 
at  once  all  those  laws  from  the  statute-book,  determined  to  attempt  the  repeal 
of  them  one  by  one.  Upon  this  prudential  principle  Bomilly  carried  his 
first  reform  in  1808.  Nevertheless,  the  House  of  Commons,  which  consented 
to  pass  the  BiU,  forced  upon  him  the  omission  of  its  preamble: — **  WhereaSy 
the  extreme  severity  of  penal  laws  hath  not  been  found  effectual  for  the 
prevention  of  crimes;  but,  on  the  contrary,  by  increasing  the  difficulty  of 
convicting  offenders,  in  some  cases  affords  them  impunity,  and  in  most  cases 
render^  their  punishment  extremely  uncertain."  The  temper  with  which 
too  many  persons  of  rank  and  influence  received  any  project  of  amelioration 
at  the  beginning  of  this  century,  is  forcibly  exhibited  in  an  anecdote  which 
Bomilly  has  preserved  for  our  edification.  The  brother  of  a  peer  of  the 
realm,  fresh  from  a  debauch,  came  up  to  him  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  stammered  out,  *'  I  am  against  your  Bill ;  I  am  for  hanging 
all."» 

In  1810  Bomilly  brought  in  three  Bills  to  repeal  the  Acts  which 
pmiisfaed  with  death  the  crimes  of  stealing  privately  in  a  shop  goods  of 
the  value  of  five  shillings,  and  of  stealing  to  the  amount  of  forty  shillings 
in  a  dwelling-house,  or  on  board  vessels  in  navigable  rivers.  The  first 
Bill  passed  the  House  of  Commons,  but  was  lost  in  the  Lords.  The 
other  two  were  rejected.  In  1811  the  rejected  Bills  were  again  intro- 
duced, with  a  fourth  Bill,  abolishing  the  capital  punishment  for  stealing  in 
bleaching-grounds.  The  four  Bills  were  carried  through  the  House  of 
Commons ;  but  only  that  on  the  subject  of  bleaching-grounds  was  sanctioned 
by  the  Lords.  The  constant  argument  that  was  employed  on  these  occasions 
against  the  alteration  of  the  law  was  this — that  of  late  years  the  offences 
vhich  they  undertook  to  repress  were  greatly  increased.  Justly  did  Bomilly 
say,  "A  better  reason  than  this  for  altering  the  law  could  hardly  be  given.*^ 
On  the  24th  of  May,  1811,  when  three  of  the  Bills  were  rejected  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  lord  Ellenborough  declared,  **  They  went  to  alter  those  laws 
which  a  century  had  proved  to  be  necessary,  and  which  were  now  to  be  over- 
tamed  bj  speculation  and  modem  philosophy."  f  The  Lord  Chancellor,  Eldon^ 
on  the  same  occasion  stated,  that  he  had  himself  early  in  life  felt  a  disposition 
to  examine  the  principles  on  which  our  crimiual  code  was  framed, ''  before 
obaervation  and  experience  had  matured  his  judgment.  Since,  however,  he 
had  learnt  to  listen  to  these  great  teachers  in  this  important  science,  his 
ideas  had  greatly  changed,  and  he  saw  the  wisdom  of  the  principles  and 
practice  by  which  our  criminal  code  was  regulated."]:  In  1813  sir  Samuel 
Bomilly*8  Bill  for  the  abolition  of  capital  punishment  in  cases  of  shoplifting, 
was  carried  by  the  Commons  in  the  new  Parliament ;  but  it  was  again  rejected 

•  BomiUy's  "Diary,-  June,  1808. 
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in  the  House  of  Lords.  No  further  attempt  was  made  towards  the  amelio- 
ration of  this  hranch  of  our  laws  till  the  year  1816. 

On  the  16th  of  Eehruarj  sir  Samuel  Bomillj  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  repealing  the  Act  of  "William  the  Third,  which  made  it  a  capital 
offence  to  steal  privately  in  a  shop  to  the  value  of  five  shillings.  He 
described  this  Act  as  the  most  severe  and  sanguinary  in  our  atatute-book. 
As  recently  as  1785,  no  less  than  ninety-seven  persons  were  executed  in 
London  for  this  offence  alone ;  and  the  dreadful  spectacle  was  exhibited  jof 
twenty  suffering  at  the  same  time.  The  capital  sentence  was  now  constantly 
evaded  by  juries  committing  a  pious  fraud,  and  finding  the  property  of  less 
value  than  was  required  by  the  statute.  The  consequence,  if  severe  laws 
were  never  executed,  was,  that  crime  went  on  to  increase,  and  the  crimes  of 
juvenile  offenders  especially.  On  moving  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill,  on 
the  15th  of  March,  sir  Samuel  Bomilly  called  attention  to  the  great  number 
of  persons  of  very  tender  age  who  had  recently  been  sentenced  to  death  for 
pilfering  in  shops.  At  that  moment  there  was  a  child  in  Newgate,  not  ten 
years  of  age,  under  sentence  of  death  for  this  offence ;  and  the  Eecorder  of 
London  was  reported  to  have  declared  that  it  was  intended  to  enforce  the 
laws  strictly  in  future,  to  interpose  some  check,  if  possible,  to  the  increase 
of  youthful  depravity.  The  Bill  passed  the  Commons,  but  was  thrown  out 
in  the  Lords  on  the  22nd  of  May.  On  this  occasion  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 
agreed  with  the  Lord  Chancellor,  "  that  the  effect  of  removing  the  penalty 
of  death  from  other  crimes  had  rendered  him  still  more  averse  to  any  new 
experiment  of  this  kind.  Since  the  removal  of  the  vague  terror  which  hung 
over  the  crime  of  stealing  from  the  person,  the  number  of  offences  of  that 
kind  had  alarmingly  increased."  *  Thus,  with  the  absolute  certainty  of 
experience  that  bloody  laws  rigorously  administered  did  not  diminish  crime, 
the  legislators  of  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century  believed,  or  affected 
to  believe,  that  the  same  laws  scarcely  ever  carried  into  execution  would 
operate  through  the  influence  of  what  they  called  '^  a  vague  terror."  The 
inefficiency  of  this  system  is  forcibly  demonstrated  by  a  comparison  of  the 
number  of  forged  notes  presented  at  the  Bank  of  England,  with  the  number 
of  persons  convicted  of  forging  and  uttering  such  notes,  and  the  number  of 
these  executed  for  forgery.  In  1816  there  were  17,885  forged  notes  pre- 
sented at  the  Bank  of  England ;  104  persons  were  convicted  of  forgery ;  18 
were  executed.  The  capital  punishment  for  forgery  was  not  abolished  till 
1833 ;  but  there  was  no  execution  for  that  offence  after  1829.  The  crime 
had  decreased  by  removing  the  temptation  to  its  perpetration  upon  a  large 
scale.  In  1820  there  were  29,035  forged  notes  presented  at  the  Bank ; 
the  convictions  were  352 ;  the  executions  were  21.  In  1823  the  forged  notes 
presented  were  1648 ;  the  convictions  were  6  ;  the  executions  were  2.  The 
resumption  of  cash  payments  had  extinguished  the  notes  for  one  pound  and 
two  pounds,  which  had  previously  constituted  the  chief,  circulating  medium. 

In  1816  our  system  of  police  had  arrived  at  its  perfection  of  imbecile 
wickedness.  The  machinery  for  the  prevention  and  detection  of  crime  was 
exactly  accommodated  to  the  machinery  for  its  punishment.  On  the  3rd  of 
April,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bennet,  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 

*  Hansard,  toI.  xzxi?.  p.  684. 
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was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  police  of  the  metropolis.    The 
Committee  was  resumed  in  1817 ;  and  two  Beports  were  presented,  which 
were  among  the  first  causes  of  the  awakening  of  the  public  mind  to  a  sense 
of  the  frightful  evils  which  were  existing  in  what  we  flattered  ourselyes  to 
be  the  most  ciyilized  city  in  the  world.    There  was  no  unity  of  action  amongst 
the  petty  jurisdictions  into  which  the  metropolis  was  divided.    The  notion  of 
a  preventive  police  was  utterly  unknown.     The  "  thief-taker,"  as  the  police 
officer  was  cdled,  was  the  great  encourager  of  crime.    The  suppression  of 
crime  would  have  taken  away  the  chief  profits  of  his  occupation.    Elash- 
houses,  known  in  the  scientific  phraseology  of  the  police  as  "  flash-cribs/' 
"shades/'  and  "infemals,"  were  filthy  dens,  where  thieves  and  abandoned 
females  were  always  to  be  found,  riotous  or  drowsy,  surrounded  by  children 
of  all  ages,  qualifying  for  their  degrees  in  the  college  of  crime.    "  There," 
says  a  Middlesex  magistrate,  examined  before  the  Committee  of  1816,  "  they 
(the  children)  see  thieves  and  thief-taker»  sitting  and  drinking  together  on 
terms  of  good-fellowship ;  all  they  see  and  hear  is  calculated  to  make  them 
believe  they  may  rob  without  fear  of  punishment,  for  in  their  thoughtless 
course  they  do  not  reflect  that  the  forbearance  of  the  officers  will 'continue  no 
longer  than  until    they  commit  a  forty-pound  crime,  when  they  will  be 
sacrificed."     A  forty-pound  crime ! — the  phraseology  is  as  obsolete  as  if  it 
were  written  in  the  pedlar's  French  of  the  rogues  of  the  sixteenth  century. 
A  forty-pound  crime  was  a  crime  for  whose  detection  the  State  adjudged  a 
reward,  to  be  paid  on  conviction,  of  forty  pounds ;  and,  as  a  necessary  con- 
sequence, the  whole  race  of  thieves  were  fostered  into  a  steady  advance  from 
small  ofiences  to  great,  till  they  obligingly  ventured  upon  some  deed  of  more 
than  common  atrocity,  which  should  bestow  the  blood-money  upon  the  officers 
of  the  law  who  had  so  long  petted  and  protected  them.     The  system  received 
a  fatal  blow  in  1816,  in  the  detection  of  three  officers  of  the  police,  who  had 
actually  conspired  to  induce  five  men  to  commit  a  burglary,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  the  rewards  upon  their  conviction.     The  highwaymen  who 
infested  the  suburbs  of  the  metropolis  had  been  eradicated— they  belonged 
to  another  age.     Ofiences  against  the  person  were  very  rarely  connected  with 
any  offisnces  against  property.     But  the  uncertainty   of  punishment,  the 
authorized  toleration  of  small  ofienders,  and  the  organized  system  of  nego- 
tiation for  the  return  of  stolen  property,  had  filled  the  metropolis  with 
legions  of  experienced  depredators.     The  public   exhibitions  of  the  most 
profligate  indecency  and  brutality  can  scarcely  be  believed  by  those  who 
have  grown  up  in  a  diflerent  state  of  society.     When  Defoe  described  his 
Colonel  Jack,  in  the  days  of  his  boyish  initiation  into  vice,  sleeping  with 
other  children  amidst  the  kilns  and  glasshouses  of  the  London  fields,  we  read 
of  a  state  of  things  that  has  long  passed  away.     But,  as  recently  as  1816,  in 
Covent  Garden  Market,  and  other  places  aflbrding  a  partial  shelter,  hundreds 
of  men  and  women,  boys  and  girls,  assembled  together,  and  continued  during 
the  night,  in  a  state  of  shameless  profligacy,  which  is  described  as  presenting 
a  scene  of  vice  and  tumult  more  atrocious  than  anything  exhibited  even  by 
the  lazzaroni  of  I^aples. 

The  brilliantly  lighted,  carefully  watched,  safe,  orderly,  and  tranquil 
London  of  the  present  day,  presents  as  great  a  contrast  to  the  London  of 
1816,  as  that  again,  contrasted  with  the  London  of  1762,  the  year  i^^hich 
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the  Westminster  Paving  and  Lighting  Act  was  passed.  Street  robberies, 
before  that  period,  were  the  ordinary  events  of  the  night.  Security  was  the 
exception  to  the  course  of  atrocity,  for  which  the  Government  applied  no 
remedy  but  to  hang.  For  tialf  a  century  after  this  the  metropolis  had  its 
comparative  safety  of  feeble  oil-lamps  and  decrepit  watchmen.  The  streets 
were  filled  with  tumultuous  vagabonds ;  and  the  drowsy  guardians  of  the 
night  suffered  every  abomination  to  go  on  in  lawless  vigour,  happy  if  their 
sleep  were  undisturbed  by  the  midnight  row  of  the  drunken  rake.  In  1807 
Pali-Mall  was  lighted  by  gas.  The  persevering  G-erman  who  spent  his  own 
money  and  that  of  subscribers  to  his  scheme,  had  no  reward.  The  original 
gas  company,  whose  example  was  to  be  followed,  not  only  by  all  England 
but  by  the  whole  civilized  world,  was  first  derided,  and  then  treated  in  Parlia- 
ment as  rapacious  monopolists,  intent  upon  the  ruin  of  established  industry. 
The  adventurers  in  gas-light  did  more  for  the  prevention  of  crime  than  the 
Government  had  done  since  the  .days  of  Alfred.  We  turn  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary Debates,  and  we  see  how  they  were  encouraged  in  1816, — nine 
years  after  it  had  been  found  that  the  invention  was  of  inappreciable 
public  benefit.  "The  company,"  said  the  earl  of  Lauderdale,  "aimed  at  a 
monopoly,  which  would  ultimately  prove  injurious  to  the  public,  and  ruin 
that  most  important  branch  of  trade,  our  whale  fisheries."  *  Alderman  Atkins 
"  contended  that  the  measure  was  calculated  to  ruin  that  hardy  race  of  men, 
the  persons  employed  in  the  Southern  and  Greenland  whale  fisheries,  in  each  of 
which  a  million  of  money,  and  above  a  hundred  ships,  were  engaged.  If  the 
Eill  were  to  pass,  it  would  throw  out  of  employ  ten  thousand  seamen,  and 
above  ten  thousand  rope-makers,  sail-makers,  mast-makers,  &c.,  connected 
with  that  trade.'*  t  Who  can  forbear  to  admire  the  inexhaustible  fund  of 
benevolence  that  for  ages  had  been  at  work  in  the  advocacy  of  the  great 
principle  of  protection  ? 

A  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  appointed  in  1815  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  mendicity  and  vagrancy  in  the  metropolis  and  its 
neighbourhood;  and  they  continued  their  sittings  in  1816;  reporting 
minutes  of  the  evidence  in  each  year.  Beyond  these  Eeports  no  legislative 
measure  was  adopted.  The  evidence  went  rather  to  show  the  amount  of 
imposture  than  of  destitution.  To  collect  such  evidence  was  an  amusing 
occupation  for  the  idle  mornings  of  Members  of  Parliament.  To  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  destitution  and  its  remedies  would  have  been  a  far 
heavier  task.  The  chief  tendency  of  the  evidence  was  to  show  how  the 
sturdy  beggar  was  a  capitalist  and  an  epicure ;  ate  fowls  and  beefsteaks  for 
supper,  and  despised  broken  meat ;  had  money  in  the  funds,  and  left  hand- 
some legacies  to  his  relations.  The  witnesses,  moreover,  had  famous  stories 
of  a  lame  impostor  who  tied  up  his  leg  in  a  wooden  frame,  and  a  blind  one 
t«rho  wrote  letters  in  the  evening  for  his  unlettered  brethren ;  of  a  widow 
who  sat  for  ten  years  with  twins  who  never  grew  bigger,  and  a  wife  who 
obtained  clothes  and  money  from  eleven  lying-in  societies  in  the  same  year. 
But  the  Committee  had  also  some  glimpses  of  real  wretchedness  amidst  these 
exciting  tales  of  beggar-craft  —  as  old  as  the  days  of  the  old  Abraham 
men.     They  heard  of  Calmers  Buildings,  a  small  court  of  twenty-four 
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houses  in  the  immediate  vieinitj  of  Portman  Square,  where  more  than  seven 
hundred  Irish  lived  in  the  most  complete  distress  and  profligacy ;  and  they 
were  told  that  the  court  was  totally  neglected  by  the  parish ;  that  it  was 
sever  cleaned ;  that  people  were  afraid  to  enter  it  from  dread  of  contagion. 
In  Oeorge  Yard,  Whitechapel,  they  were  informed  that  there  were  two 
thousand  people,  occupying  forty  houses,  in  a  similar  state  of  wretchedness. 
Much  more  of  this  was  told  the  Committee ;  but  the  evil  was  exhibited  and 
forgotten.  Legislation  for  Public  Health  was  unknown  till  1848,  except  in 
the  old  laws  of  quarantine.  Very  much  of  what  was  called  the  vagrancy  of 
the  metropolis  was  a  natural  consequence  of  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws  throughout  the  kingdom.  A'  large  proportion  of  the  money  raised 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  was  expended  in  shifting  the  burthen  of  their 
relief  from  one  parish  to  another;  and  Middlesex  kept  a  number  of 
functionaries  in  active  operation,  to  get  rid  of  the  vagrants  that  crowded 
into  London,  by  passing  them  out  of  the  limits  of  the  metropolitan  county, 
to  return,  of  course,  on  the  first  convenient  occasion.  As  Middlesex  worked 
under  the  Law  of  Settlement,  so  worked  the  whole  kingdom.  An  intelligent 
foreigner,  who  travelled  in  England  in  1810,  saw  how  the  poor  were  repulsed 
from  one  parish  to  another  "  like  infected  persons.  They  are  sent  back  from 
one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other,  as  criminals  formerly  in  Prance,  de 
brigade  en  brigade.  You  meet  on  the  high  roads,  I  will  not  say  often  but  too 
often,  an  old  man  on  foot  with  his  little  bundle — a  helpless  widow,  pregnant 
perhaps,  and  two  or  three  barefooted  children  following  her — become  paupers 
in  a  place  where  they  had  not  yet  acquired  a  legal  right  to  assistance,  and 
sent  away,  on  that  account,  to  their  original  place  of  settlement."*  This 
Law  of  Settlement  was  in  full  operation,  playing  its  fantastic  tricks  from  the 
Chansel  to  the  Tweed,  when  the  peace  filled  the  land  with  disbanded 
seamen  and  other  servants  of  war ;  and  agricultural  labourers,  who  could 
find  no  employ  at  home,  were  wandering,  as  it  was  called,  to  search  for 
capital  in  some  unknown  region  where  capital  was  seeking  for  labour.  The 
statute  of  1662,  the  foundation  of  the  Law  of  Settlement,t  forbade  this 
wandering,  and  gave  a  very  amusing  explanation  of  the  ground  of  its  prohi- 
bitions :  "  Whereas,  by  reason  of  some  defects  in  the  law,  poor  people  are 
not  restrained  from  going  from  one  parish  to  another,  and  therefore  do 
endeavour  to  settle  themselves  in  those  parishes  where  there  is  the  best 
stock.'*  The  great  natural  law  of  labour  seeking  exchange  with  capital  was 
to  be  resisted,  by  a  law  which  declared  that  those  who  sought  to  effect  this 
exchange  were  *'  rogues  and  vagabonds."  In  this  spirit  agricultural  parishes 
very  generally  came  to  the  resolution  of  employing  none  but  their  own 
parishioners.  "  The  immediate  consequence  of  tbis  determination  was,  the 
removal  of  numbers  of  the  most  industrious  families  from  homes  where  they 
had  lived  in  comfort,  and  without  parish  relief,  all  their  lives,  to  a  workhouse 
in  the  parish  to  which  they  belonged." :|: 

It  was  not  till  1861  that  the  wedge  was  introduced  that  might  break  up 
the  selfish  and  ignorant  laws  for  the  removal  of  the  poor.     One  of  the 


•  Simond— "Tour  in  Great  Britain,"  vol.  i.  p.  293. 

t  See  antty  yol.  iv.  p.  276. 

X  Answera  from  Sussex  to  Commissioners  of  Poor  Law  Inquiry. 
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greatest  evils  attending  the  parochial  terror  of  new  settlers  was  the  filthy 
and  ruinous  state  of  the  dwellings  of  agricultural  labourers.  The  evil  has 
been  remedied  in  some  degree,  but  in  too  many  districts  it  exists  now  as  it 
existed  when  Simond  "  asked  proprietors  of  land,  or  farmers,  whj  they  did  not 
build  houses  for  their  labourers;*'  and  was  told  that ''  far  from  building,  they 
would  rather  pull  down  such  houses."  The  labourers  were  crowded  in 
hovels  of  the  adjacent  town  or  village.  Cottages  were  not  built  or  properly 
upheld  in  agricultural  parishes,  for  what  capitalist  would  speculate  in  houses 
for  the  labourers,  when  the  most  industrious  might  be  hurried  away  at  th& 
bidding  of  the  overseer  ?  The  tyranny  seems  likely  to  be  destroyed  by  the 
intelligence  which,  sooner  or  later,  sweeps  away  the  great  or  the  petty 
tjrant. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  Mr.  Curwen,  an  intelligent  agriculturist,  brought 
the  subject  of  the  Poor  Laws  before  the  House  of  Commons,  on  a  motion  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Inquiry.  Mr.  Curwen  had  a  plan— as- 
mauy  others  had  their  plans.  His  scheme  formed  small  part  of  the  delibe* 
rations  of  the  Committee,  which  reported  in  1817.  Their  recommendations 
for  the  remedy  of  the  enormous  evil  of  the  existing  Poor  Laws  did  not 
penetrate  beneath  the  surface.  In  1816  the  amount  of  poor-rate  levied  was 
6,937,4252.  This  charge  was  at  the  rate  of  12«.  4^{^.  per  head  upon  the 
population  of  England  and  Wales.*  The  average  annual  expenditure  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  had  gradually  increased  from  about  two  millions  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  to  seven  milhons  at  it^  close.  A  very  large 
portion  of  the  money  that  had  been  spent  in  fostering  pauperism  during  the- 
war  years,  by  parish  allowances  in  aid  of  wages,  represents  the  amount  of. 
degradation  and  misery  which  the  labourers  endured,  as  compared  with  their 
unallowanced  forefathers.  The  national  debt  represents,  in  a  great  degree, 
the  money  expended  in  unprofitable  wars, — ^the  waste  of  capital  upon  objects 
that  can  only  be  justified  by  the  last  necessity,  and  which  are  the  result  of 
those  evil  passions  which  the  improved  knowledge  and  virtue  of  mankind 
may  in  time  root  out.  In  the  same  way,  had  the  money  expended  uponr 
fostering  pauperism  been  raised  upon  loan,  we  should  have  had  an  amount 
of  some  two  hundred  millions,  representing,  in  a  like  degree,  the  waste  of 
capital  expended  in  drying  up  the  sources  of  industry  and  skill,  and  paying^ 
the  alms  of  miserable  indigence  instead  of  the  wages  of  contented  labour.. 
It  is  difficult  to  conceive  a  more  complete  state  of  degradation  than  the 
allowanced  labourers  exhibited  in  1816.  With  the  feudal  servitude  had 
passed  away  the  feudal  protection.  The  parish  servitude  imposed  the  miseries 
and  contumelies  of  slavery,  without  its  exemption  from  immediate  care  and 
future  responsibility.  The  old  workhouse  system  was  as  productive  of  evil 
in  principle,  though  not  in  amount,  as  the  allowance  system.  In  the  parish 
workhouses  the  consequences  of  want  of  classification  and  bad  management 
operated  with  the  greatest  hardship  upon  children.  Habits  were  formed  in 
the  workhouse  which  rendered  the  path  to  respectability  almost  inaccessible. 
These  children  were  disposed  of  under  the  apprenticing  system,  and  were 
doomed  to  a  dreary  period  of  servitude,  under  some  needy  master  who  had 
been  tempted  in  the  first  instance  to  take  them  by  the  offer  of  a  small 

•  Purdy,  "  On  the  Bnglish  Poor  Rate." 
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premium.  The  parochial  plan  of  putting  out  children,  with  its  attendant 
erils,  was  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  want  of  training  while  in  the 
workhouse. 

In  1807,  Mr.  Whitbread  proposed  to  the  House  of  Commons  a  very  large 
and  comprehensive  measure  of  Poor-Law  Reform.  The  principles  which  he 
advocated  were  those  of  real  statesmanship.  To  arrest  the  constant  progress 
of  pauperism,  he  desired  to  raise  the  character  of  the  labouring  classes.  He 
^called  upon  the  country  to  support  a  plan  of  general  national  education  ;  he 
proposed  a  method  under  which  the  savings  of  the  poor  might  be  properly 
invested  in  a  great  national  bank.  At  the  period  when  Mr.  Whitbread 
brought  forward  his  plan  of  Poor-Law  Reform,  the  system  of  mutual  instruc- 
tion, introduced  by  Lancaster  and  Bell,  was  attracting  great  attention.  Too 
much  importance  was  perhaps  at  first  attached  tp  the  mechanical  means  of 
education  then  recently  developed  ;  but  the  influence  was  favourable  to  the 
establishment  of  schools  by  societies  and  individuals.  The  G-overnment  left 
the  instruction  of  the  people  to  go  on  as  it  might,  without  a  single  grant,  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

Prom  1807  to  the  close  of  the  war,  the  Legislature  heard  no  word  on  the 
Education  of  the  People.  The  man  who  for  forty-five  years  has  devoted 
much  of  his  untiring  energy  to  this  great  question,  had  in  1816  come  back 
to  the  place  in  the  councils  of  the  nation  which  he  won  in  1812  by  a  com- 
bination of  industry  and  talent  almost  unprecedented.  Henry  Brougham 
had  not  been  in  Parliament  for  three  years.  On  the  21st  of  May,  1816,  he 
moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  "  to  inquire  into  the  state 
of  the  Education  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  in  London,  Westminster, 
and  Southwark."  The  motion,  which  was  brought  forward  with  great 
caution  by  the  mover,  was  unopposed.  The  Commitbee  made  its  first  report 
on  the  20th  of  June,  having  conducted  its  inquiries  with  more  than  usual 
activity.  The  energy  of  Mr.  Brougham,  who  acted  as  chairman,  gave  a 
remarkable  impulse  to  this  important  investigation.  It  was  found  that  in 
the  metropolis  there  were  a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  children  without 
the  means  of  education.  The  principal  labours  of  the  Committee  had  con- 
sisted in  their  examination  of  evidence  as  to  the  number  and  condition  of 
the  charity  and  parish  schools  destined  for  the  education  of  the  lower 
orders.  The  number  of  such  institutions  exceeded  anything  that  could  have 
been  previously  believed ;  but  the  expenditure  of  the  funds  was,  in  many 
eases,  neither  pure  nor  judicious.  A  few  were  educated  and  brought  up— 
the  many  were  neglected.  In  the  country,  instances  of  flagrant  abuses  had 
been  heard  of.  Mr.  Brougham's*  Beport  produced  no  hostile  feelings  on  this 
occasion.  In  1818  the  powers  of  inquiry  granted  to  the  Committee  were  no 
longer  confined  to  the  metropolis.  Then  the  larger  question  of  the  extension 
of  education  was  merged  in  a  furious  controversy  as  to  the  amount  of  abuses 
in  endowed  charities,  and  the  propriety  of  subjecting  the  higher  schools,  such 
as  Eton  and  Winchester,  and  also  Colleges  in  the  Universities,  to  a  searching 
inquiry  into  the  nature  of  their  statutes,  and  their  adherence  to  the  objects 
of  their  foundation.  An  Act  was  subsequently  passed,  in  consequence  of  the 
Jabours  of  the  Committee,  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  inquire  concerning 
the  abuse  of  Charities  connected  with  Education ;  and  by  a  second  Act  the 
right  of  inquiry  was  extended  to  all  charities,  the  Universities  andneertwn  t 
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great  Foundation  schools  excepted.  The  Education  Commission  was  thus 
merged  in  the  Charity  Commission.  Of  the  great  national  benefits  that 
resulted  from  that  Commission  no  one  can  doubt.  But  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  the  controversial  shape  which  the  question  of  education  assumed  in 
1818  did  much  to  advance  the  disposition  which  prevailed  in  1816,  to  provide 
a  general  system  of  popular  instruction.  From  some  unhappy  prejudice — 
from  apathy,  or  from  cowardice — the  education  of  the  people  made  small 
legislative  progress  for  twenty  years.  Perhaps  the  old  fable  of  the  sun  and  the 
wind  experimenting  upon  the  removal  of  the  traveller's  cloak,  may  aiford  us 
some  solution  of  this  problem.  But  the  lleports  of  the  Education  Committee 
were  of  the  highest  value  in  showing  us  the  extent  of  instruction  at  the  time 
of  its  labours.  There  were  18,500  schools,  educating  644,000  children ;  of 
this  number  166,000  were  educated  at  endowed  schools,  and  478,000  at  unen- 
dowed schools,  during  six  days  of  the  week.  This  number  was  independent 
of  Sunday  schools,  of  which  there  were  5100,  attended  by  452,000  children ; 
but  of  course  many  of  these  Sunday  scholars  were  included  in  the  returns  of 
other  schools. 

In  the  plan  of  Poor-Law  Eeform  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Whitbread  in 
1807,  he  earnestly  advocated  the  consideration  of  a  mode  by  which  the  savings 
of  the  poor  might  be  safely  and  profitably  invested.  Three  or  four  years 
previous,  Mr.  Malthus,  in  his  "  Essay  on  Population,"  had  argued  that  "  it 
might  be  extremely  useful  to  have  county  banks,  where  the  smallest  sums 
would  be  received,  and  a  fair  interest  granted  for  them."  Mr.  George  Bose 
had,  as  early  as  1793,  legislated  for  the  encouragement  of  Friendly  Societies. 
In  1798  a  bank  for  the  earnings  of  poor  children  was  established  at  Totten- 
ham ;  and  this  was  found  so  successful,  that  a  bank  for  the  safe  deposit  of 
the  savings  of  servants,  labourers,  and  others,  was  opened  at  the  same  place 
in  1804.  Interest  was  here  allowed  to  the  depositors.  A  similar  institution 
was  founded  at  Bath  in  1808.  But  the  greatest  experiment  upon  the  possi- 
bility of  the  labouring  poor  making  considerable  savings  was  tried  in  Scot- 
land. "The  Parish  Bank  Friendly  Society  of  Buthwell"  was  established 
by  the  Eev.  Henry  Duncan  in  1810.  The  first  London  Savings-Bank  did 
not  commence  its  operations  till  January,  1816.  In  the  Parliamentary  Ses- 
sion of  1816,  Mr.  Bose  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  regulation  of  Savings-Banks, 
which  was  subsequently  withdrawn  for  revision.  Of  the  possible  benefits  of 
these  institutions  there  could  be  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  all  men  who  were 
anxious  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  people.  "  What  a  bubble !  "  wrote 
Cobbett. 

In  the  Session  of  1816  one  step  was  made  towards  some  improvement  of 
that  code  which  Blackstone  termed  a  "  a  bastard  slip  of  the  old  forest  laOrs ; 
.  .  .  both  productive  of  the  same  tyranny  to  the  Commons,  bi^  with  this 
difference,— that  the  forest  laws  established  only  one  mighty  hujlter  through- 
out the  land;  the  game-laws  have  raised  a  little  Nimrod  in  every  manor." 
The  attention  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  called  to  this  subject  in  conse- 
quence of  the  murder  of  colonel  Berkeley's  gamekeeper  by  a  gang  of  armed 
poachers ;  and  a  Committee  was  appointed  "  to  take  into  consideration  the 
laws  relating  to  game."*  They  came  to  the  Resolution,  "that  it  is  the  opinion 


*  Hansarit,  vol.  xxadv.  col.  586. 
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of  tluB  Committee,  that  all  game  should  be  the  property  of  the  person  upon 
whose  liuids  such  game  should  be  found."  They  contemplated  the  removal  of 
the  qualiiication  to  kill  game — ^that  law  which  had  its  beginning  in  the 
reign  of  Bichard  II.,  and  which,  perfected  by  the  aristocratic  legislators  of 
the  time  of  Charles  II.,  required  "  fifty  times  the  property  to  enable  a  man 
to  kill  a  partridge  as  to  vote  for  a  knight  of  the  shire^'  *  The  Committee  of 
1816  evidently  pointed  to  the  necessity  of  "removing  the  restraints  upon  the 
sale  of  game."  It  was  not  till  after  fifteen  years  of  controversy  that  the 
statute  of  William  IV.  dispensed  with  the  qualification  for  killing  game,  and 
legalized  its  sale.  The  statute  of  the  9th  of  G-eorge  iV.,  and  that  of  Wil- 
liam IV.,  rendered  the  law  more  stringent  and  efiective  against  poaching, 
especially  by  night.  The  number  of  convictions  under  the  Acts  for  the  pre- 
servation of  game  furnish  no  uncertain  test,  not  only  of  the  state  of  morals 
amongst  the  agricultural  labourers,  but  of  the  presence  or  absence  of  those 
qualities  which  make  the  landed  proprietor  a  blessing  or  a  curse  to  his 
humble  neighbours.  In  the  more  daring  and  depraved  of  the  population  of 
the  rural  districts,  the  severe  administration  of  the  game-laws  produced  a 
spirit  such  as  was  displayed  in  January,  1816,  by  the  Berkeley  poachers,  who 
cried  out  "  Glory !  glory ! "  when  they  had  killed  onfe  gamekeeper  and 
wounded  six  others.f 

•  Blackstone. 

t  "  Annual  aegiBter,"  1816— Chronicle,  p.  11. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Parliamentary  Reform  taken  up  by  ibe  ignorant  and  uneducated — Extended  circulation  of  the 
writings  of  Cobbett — The  Hampden  Clubs — The  Spenceans — Orator  Hunt  and  the  Spa- 
fields  Meeting — Riot  in  the  City — Meeting  of  Parliament — Outrage  on  the  Prince  Regent — 
Secret  Committees — Habeas  Corpus  Act  suspended,  and  other  stringent  measures — Oliver, 
the  spy — The  Derbyshire  Insurrection — Lord  Sidmouth's  Circular  Letter — Prosecutions  for 
Libel — The  Three  Trials  of  William  Hone — The  Gfovernment  and  the  People — Eulogies  on 
Francis  Horner  in  the  House  of  Commons. 


The  call  for  Parliamentary  Reform  seems  to  have  made  itself  very  feebly 
heard  in  the  Lower  House  in  the  Session  of  1816.  "With  the  exception  of 
some  four  or  five  petitions  that  produced  very  slight  discussion,  it  would 
scarcely  be  thought,  from  an  inspection  of  the  Parliamentary  Debates,  that 
such  a  question  agitated  any  part  of  the  nation  at  all.  On  one  occasion,  in 
June,  some  Members  spoke  very  briefly  upon  the  subject.  One  complained 
of  the  apathy  with  which  the  question  was  regarded  in  England;  another 
(Mr.  Brougham)  mentioned  the  cause  as  "opposed  by  some,  deserted  by 
others,  and  espoused  by  persons  whose  conduct  excited  no  small  degree  of 
disgust  out  of  doors."  But  from  this  time  the  name  of  Parliamentary 
[Reform  became,  for  the  most  part,  a  name  of  terror  to  the  Government — to 
the  elevated  by  rank  and  wealth — to  the  most  influential  of  the  middle 
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claaaes.  It  became  fearful  from  the  causes  which  would  have  made  it  con- 
temptible in  ordinary  times.  It  was  ^*  espoused  hj  persons  whose  conduct 
excited  no  small  degree  of  disgust  out  of  doors."  It  passed  away  from  the 
patronage  of  a  few  aristocratic  lovers  of  popularity,  to  be  advocated  by 
writers  of  '^twopenny  trash/*  and  to  be  discussed  and  organized  by 
*' Hampden  Clubs"  of  hungering  philanthropists  and  unemployed  "  weaver- 
boys." 

Samuel  Bamford,  who  thought  it  no  disgrace  to  call  himself  "a  Eadical'* 
— a  man  of  real  native  talent,  and  of  honest  intentions, — says,  "  At  this  time 
[1816]  the  writings  of  William  Cobbett  suddenly  became  of  great  authority ; 
they  were  read  on  nearly  every  cottage  hearth  in  the  manufacturing  districts 
of  South  Lancashire,  in  those  of  Leicester,  Derby,  and  Nottingham ;  also  in 
many  of  the  Scottish  manufacturing  towns.  Their  influence  was  speedily 
visible." 

Cobbett  advocated  Parliamentary  Eeform  as  the  corrective  of  whatever 
miseries  the  lower  classes  sufiered.  A  new  order  of  politicians  was  called 
into  action — "  The  Sunday-schools  of  the  preceding  thirty  years  had  pro- 
duced many  working  men  of  sufficient  talent  to  become  readers,  writers,  and 
speakers  in  the  village  meetings  for  Parliamentary  Beform ;  some  also  were 
found  to  possess  a  rude  poetic  talent,  which  rendered  their  effusions  popular, 
and  bestowed  an  additional  charm  on  their  assemblages;  and  by  such  various 
means,  anxious  listeners  at  first,  and  then  zealous  proselytes,  were  drawn 
from  the  cottages  of  quiet  nooks  and  diugles,  to  the  weekly  readings  and 
discussions  of  the  Hampden  Clubs."*  But  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
though  the  Sunday-schools  of  the  preceding  thirty  years  had  made  some 
working  men  readers,  writers,  and  speakers,  the  mass  of  the  labouring 
population  were  in  the  lowest  state  of  ignorance,  and  were  consequently 
ready  to  accept  the  crude  and  violent  opinions  of  a  few  of  their  own  class  as 
the  only  true  maxims  of  political  action.  The  speakers  at  the  village 
meetings  echoed  the  strong  words  of  Cobbett,  without  the  qualifying  pru- 
dence which  generally  kept  that  master  of  our  language  pretty  safe  in 
argument  and  phraseology.  He  was  not  the  man  to  tempt  a  prosecution  by 
a  rash  sentence  that  could  have  been  construed  into  sedition. 

Tip  to  the  2nd  of  November,  1816,  "  Cobbett's  Weekly  Political  Eegister" 
was  a  publication  not  addressed  to  the  "  cottage  hearth,"  but  to  persons 
who  could  aflbrd  to  pay  a  shilling  and  a  halfpenny  weekly  for  a  single  octavo 
stamped  sheet,  printed  in  open  type.  His  writings,  singularly  clear  and 
argumentative,  strong  in  personalities,  earnest,  bold,  never  halting  between 
two  opinions,  powerful  beyond  all  anonymous  writing  from  their  rare  indi- 
viduality, would  have  commanded  an  extensive  influence  under  any  form  of 
publication.  But  at  the  beginning  of  November,  he  announced  his  intention 
to  print  "  The  Twopenny  Register."  We  see,  therefore,  why,  at  the  end  of 
1816,  "  the  writings  of  William  Cobbett  suddenly  became  of  great  authority, 
and  were  read  on  nearly  every  cottage  hearth  in  the  manufacturing  districts." 
Never  before  had  any  single  writer  in  England  wielded  such  a  power.  That 
his  cheap  Begisters  gave  the  discontent  of  the  labouring  classes  a  new 
direction  cannot  be  doubted ;  that  they  did  much  to  repress  riot  and  outrage 

*  <*  Passages  in  the  Life  of  a  Badical,"  by  Samuel  Bamford,  vol.  i  p.  8.      ^  t 
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may  fairly  be  conceded.  But  that  they  were  scattering  the  seeds  of  a  greater 
danger  than  the  outrage  and  plunder  of  infuriated  mobs  cannot  be  denied. 
Their  object  was  suddenly  to  raise  up  the  great  masses  of  labourers  and 
mechanics  into  active  politicians ;  to  render  the  most  impatient  and  uncon- 
trollable materials  of  our  social  system  the  most  preponderating.  The 
danger  was  evident ;  the  means  of  repression  were  not  so  clear.  The  effect 
of  Cobbett*s  writings  njay  be  estimated  by  the  violence  of  his  opponents, 
as  well  as  by  the  admiration  of  his  disciples.  Erom  the  date  of  his  twopenny 
Begisters  he  was  stigmatized  as  a  "  firebrand "—"  a  convicted  incendiary." 
"  Why  is  it  that  this  convicted  incendiary,  and  others  of  the  same  stamp,  are 
permitted,  week  after  week,  to  sow  the  seeds  of  rebellion,  insulting  the 
Government,  and  defying  the  laws  of  the  country  ?  .  .  .  .  "We  have  laws  to 
prevent  the  exposure  of  unwholesome  meat  in  our  markets,  and  the  mixture 
of  deleterious  drugs  in  beer.  We  have  laws  also  against  poisoning  the 
minds  of  the  people,  by  exciting  discontent  and  disaffection ;  why  are  not 
these  laws  rendered  effectual,  and  enforced  as  well  as  the  former?"*  The 
answer  is  very  obvious.  The  laws,  as  they  stood  at  the  end  of  1816,  when 
this  was  written,  could  not  touch  William  Cobbett.  He  knew  well  how  to 
manage  his  strength.  He  risked  no  libels.  He  dealt  with  general  subjects. 
He  called  upon  the  people  to  assemble  and  to  petition.  He  exhorted  the 
people  against  the  use  of  force.  He  sowed  the  dragons*  teeth,  it  is  true, 
but  they  did  not  rise  up  as  armed  men.  They  rose  up  in  the  far  more 
dangerous  apparition  of  the  masses,  without  property,  without  education, 
without  leaders  of  any  weight  or  responsibility,  demanding  the  supreme 
legislative  power — the  power  of  universal  suffrage.  The  idea  ceased  to  be  a 
theory — it  became  a  tremendous  reality. 

In  a  Seport  of  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  presented 
on  the  19th  of  February,  1817,  the  Hampden  Clubs  are  described  as  "  associ- 
ated professedly  for  the  purpose  of  Parliamentary  Eeform,  upon  the  most 
extended  principle  of  universal  suffrage  and  annual  parliaments ;"  but  that 
''  in  far  the  greater  number  of  them,  and  particularly  in  those  which  are 
established  in  the  great  manufacturing  districts  of  Lancashire,  Leicestershire, 
Nottinghamshire,  and  Derbyshire,  and  which  are  composed  of  the  lower 
order  of  artisans,  nothing  short  of  a  Bevolution  is  the  object  expected  and 
avowed."  The  testimony  of  Samuel  Bamford  shows  that,  in  this  earlj 
period  of  their  history,  the  Hampden  Clubs  limited  their  object  to  the  attain- 
ment of  Parliamentary  Eeform — a  sweeping  reform,  indeed,  but  not  what 
is  understood  by  the  term  "  Eevolution.'*  They  contended  for  the  right  of 
eveiy  male  above  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  who  paid  taxes,  to  vote  for  the 
election  of  Members  of  Parliament ;  and  that  Parliaments  should  be  elected 
annually.  These  demands  Bamford  describes  as  ''  the  moderate  views  and 
wishes  of  the  Eeformers  of  those  days.'*  t  He  adds,  "  It  was  not  until  we 
became  infested  by  spies,  incendiaries,  and  their  dupes — distracting,  mis- 
leading, and  betraying — that  physical  force  was  mentioned  amongst  us. 
After  that,  our  moral  power  waned ;  and  what  we  gained  by  the  accession  of 
demagogues,  we  lost  by  their  criminal  violence,  and  the  estrangement  of 

♦  **  Qnarterly  Review,"  vol.  xvi.  p.  275. 
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real  fnends."  It  would  appear,  howeyer,  that  ia  Scotland,  at  a  very  early 
stage  of  the  proceedings  of  Eeform  Cluhs,  that  is  in  December,  1816,  the 
mode  in  which  large  masses  of  men  ordinarily  look  for  the  accomplishment 
of  political  changes  was  not  so  cautiously  kept  out  of  view. 

Of  the  Hampden  Club  of  London,  sir  Francis  Burdett  was  the  chairman. 
Vanity,  as  well  as  misery,  *'  makes  a  man  acquainted  with  strange  bed-fellows." 
Bamford,  at  the  beginning  of  1817,  came  to  London  as  a  delegate  from  the 
Middleton  Club,  to  attend  a  great  meeting  of  delegates  to  be  assembled  in 
London.  The  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern  was  the  scene  of  these  deliberations. 
There,  was  Major  Cartwright  in  the  chair — a  placid  enthusiast,  sincere  in  his 
belief  tliat  unmingled  good  would  be  the  result  of  the  great  experiment 
which  he  had  so  long  advocated.  The  chief  supporters  were  Cobbett,  with 
bis  shrewd  self-possession  and  "bantering  jollity;"  and  Hunt, — ''Orator 
Hunt,"  as  he  was  called, — ^the  incarnation  of  an  empty,  blustering,  restless, 
ignorant,  and  selfish  demagogue.  The  great  Baronet  was  absent,  and  his 
absence  provoked  no  little  comment.  But  he  was  accessible  in  his  own 
mansion.  Samuel  Bamford  was  awe-struck  by  the  passionate  bellowing  of 
Hunt,  frozen  by  the  proud  condescension  of  sir  Erancis  Burdett,  but 
charmed  by  the  unaffected  cordiality  of  lord  Cochrane.  These  were  the 
chief  actors  in  the  procession  scenes  of  the  popular  drama  that  was  then 
imder  rehearsal.  Other  and  more  important  parts  were  filled  quite  as 
appropriately. 

The  Middleton  delegate  was  introduced,  amidst  the  reeking  tobacco- 
fog  of  a  low  tavern,  to  the  leading  members  of  a  society  called  the  "  Speocean 
Philanthropists."  They  derived  their  name  from  that  of  a  Mr.  Spence,  a 
schoolmaster  in  Yorkshire,  who  had  conceived  a  plan  for  making  the  nation 
happy,  by  causing  all  the  lands  of  the  country  to  become  the  property  of  the 
St^te,  which  State  should  divide  all  the  produce  for  the  support  of  the 
people.  Socialism,  in  its  extremest  principles,  is  not  a  new  doctrine.  The 
schoolmaster  was  an  honest  enthusiast,  who  fearlessly  submitted  his  plan  to 
the  consideration  of  all  lovers  of  their  species,  and  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  prosecuted  for  its  promulgation  in  1800.  In  1816  "  Spence's  Plan  "  was 
revived,  and  the  Society  of  Spencean  Philanthropists  was  instituted,  who 
held  ''  sectional  meetings,"  and  discussed  "  subjects  calculated  to  enlighten 
the  human  understanding."  This  great  school  of  philosophy  had  its  separate 
academies,  as  London  was  duly  informed  by  various  announcements,  at  "  the 
Cock,  in  Orafton-street,  Soho ;"  and  "  the  Mulberry  Tree,  Moorfields ;"  and 
"  the  Nag's  Head,  Camaby  Market; "  and  "  No.  8,  Lumber-street,  Borough." 
At  these  temples  of  benevolence,  where  "  every  individual  is  admitted,  free 
of  expense,  who  will  conduct  himself  with  decorum,"  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
some  esoteric  doctrines  were  canvassed,  such  as,  that  "  it  was  an  easy  matter 
to  upset  Government,  if  handled  in  a  proper  manner."*  The  Committee  of 
the  Spenceans  openly  meddled  with  sundry  grave  questions  besides  that  of  a 
community  in  land ;  and,  amongst  other  notable  projects,  petitioned  Parlia- 
ment to  do  away  with  machinery.  Amongst  these  fanatics  some  dangerous 
men  had  established  themselves,  such  as  Thistlewood,  who  subsequently  paid 
the  penalty  of  five  years  of  maniacal  plotting ;  and  some,  also,  who  were 

•  **  State  Trials,''  toI.  xxxii.  pp.  215,  216  ;  Watson's  Trial.  ^  , 
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clearly  in  communication  with  the  police,  and  hounded  on  the  weak  disciples 
of  the  Cock  in  Grafton-street  and  the  Mulberry  Tree  in  Moorfields,  to  acts 
of  more  real  danger  to  themselves  than  to  the  public  safety.  If  we  are  to 
'believe  the  chief  evidence  in  these  transactions,  John  Castle,  a  man  of  the 
most  disreputable  character,  who  became  a  witness  against  the  leading 
Spencean  philanthropists,  they  had  murderous  designs  of  sharp  machines  for 
destroying  cavalry,  and  plans  for  suffocating  quiet  soldiers  in  their  barracks, 
destroying  them  as  boys  bum  wasps*  nests;  and  schemes  for  taking  the 
Tower,  and  barricading  London  Bridge,  to  prevent  the  artillery  coming  from 
Woolwich.*  And  there  were  to  be  five  commanders  to  effect  all  these  great 
movements  of  strategy, — Mr.  Tbistlewood,  Mr.  "Watson  the  elder,  and  Mr. 
Watson  the  younger,  Mr.  Castle,  and  Mr.  Preston,  who  came  the  last  in 
dignity  "  because  he  was  lame."  And  then  there  was  to  be  a  Committee  of 
Public  Safety,  who  were  to  be  called  together  after  the  soldiers  were  subdued 
— ^twenty-four  good  and  true  men.  And  then  they  calculated  at  what 
amount  of  public  expense  they  could  buy  the  soldiers,  by  giving  them  each 
a  hundred  guineas;  and,  upon  an  accurate  computation,  it  was  found 
that  the  purchase-money  would  be  somewhere  about  two  millions,  which 
would  be  nothing  in  comparison  with  the  national  debt,  which  would 
be  wiped  off.f  With  this  preparation,  if  we  may  believe  the  very  ques- 
tionable evidence  of  Mr.  Castle,  a  meeting  was  held  in  Spa-fields  on  the  15th 
November. 

The  district  known  as  Spa-fields,  now  covered  with  dwellings  of  industry 
and  comfortable  residences  of  the  middle  classes,  was,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  present  century,  and  for  some  years  afterwards,  a  large  unenclosed  space, 
utterly  neglected  and  useless.  A  public-house  was  there,  called  by  the 
mysterious  name  of  Merlin's  Cave;  and  thither  Mr.  Hunt  came  in  a  chariot 
with  the  Watsons  and  harangued  a  mob  from  the  chariot  roof,  attended  with  a 
flag  and  cockades,- and  "  everything  handsome."  After  adjourning  the  meeting 
for  a  fortnight,  Mr.  Hunt  and  the  chariot  went  away,  drawn  by  the  mob ; 
and  the  mob  running  the  chariot  against  a  wall,  they  all  got  out  and  walked. 
So  innocently  passed  the  first  Spa-fields  meeting — ^innocently,  save  that  at 
a  dinner  at  Mr.  Hunt's  hotel  in  Bouverie-street,  where,  as  he  represented  the 
matter,  the  philanthropists  having  thrust  themselves  upon  him  very  much 
against  his  will,  the  betrayer.  Castle,  gave  a  toast,  which  is  too  infamous  to 
be  repeated  here,  and  was  threatened  to  be  turned  out  of  the  room,  but 
quietly  remained^  and  went  into  what  was  described  as  '^  a  fox-sleep."  But 
the  2nd  of  December,  the  day  to  which  the  first  meeting  was  adjourned,  closed 
not  so  peaceably.  Mr.  Hunt  came  to  town  from  Essex  in  his  tandem,  and, 
as  he  passed  along  Cheapside,  at  "twenty  minutes  to  one  o'clock,"  he  was 
stopped  by  Mr.  Castle,  who  was  moving  along  with  a  considerable  crowd ; 
and  the  worthy  man  told  him  that  the  meeting  had  been  broken  up  two  hours, 
and  that  they  were  going  to  the  Tower,  which  had  been  in  their  possession 
for  an  hour.  The  country  squire,  to  whom  "the  boisterous  hallooing  of 
multitudes  was  more  pleasing  than  the  chinkling  of  the  plough-traces,  the 
bleating  of  lambs,  or  the  song  of  the  nightingale," — (in  these  terms  Cobbett 

•  "State  Trials,"  vol.  xxxii.  p.  218,  &c 
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defended  hia  fnend  for  his  aspirations  after  mob  popularify) — ^was  not  weak 
enough  to  believe  the  tempter;  and  his  tandem  went  on  to  Spa-fields, 
▼here  the  greatest  number  of  people  were  collected  together  that  he  had 
erer  beheld.  But  more  active  £eformers  were  in  Spa-fields  before  Mr. 
Hunt.  The  Spencean  philanthropists  had  provided  a  waggon  for  their  own 
operations,  and  arrived  on  the  ground  considerably  before  the  appointed  hour 
of  meeting,  with  banners  and  inscriptions,  one  of  which  was,  *^  The  brave 
Soldiers  are  our  Friends ! "  These  men  also  brought  arms  and  ammunition, 
which  they  deposited  in  their  waggon.  Mr.  Watson  the  elder  commenced  a 
sufficiently  violent  address,  and  then  his  son  followed  him.  The  young  mad- 
man, after  declaiming  against  the  uselessness  of  petition,  cried  out,  "  If  they 
will  not  give  us  what  we  want,  shall  we  not  take  it  P  Are  you  willing  to 
take  it  ?  Will  you  go  and  take  it  ?  K I  jump  down  amongst  you,  will  you 
come  and  take  it  P  Will  you  follow  me  P  "  And  as  at  every  question  the 
encouraging  "  Yes "  became  louder  and  louder,  and  put  down  the  dissen- 
tient ''  No,"  he  jumped  from  the  waggon,  seized  a  tri-coloured  flag,  and  away 
rushed  the  mob  to  take  the  Tower.  Two  resolute  men,  the  chief  clerk  of 
Bow-street  and  a  Bow-street  officer,  had  the  boldness  to  attack  this  mob,  and 
destroyed  one  of  their  banners,  without  any  injury  to  themselves.  The  work 
of  mischief  necessarily  went  on.  The  young  fanatic  led  his  followers  to  the 
shop  of  Mr.  Beckwith,  a  gunsmith  on  Snow-hill ;  and,  rushing  in,  demanded 
arms.  A  gentleman  in  the  shop  remonstrated  with  him,  and,  without  any 
pause,  was  immediately  shot  by  him.  Instantly  some  compunction  seems  to 
have  come  over  this  furiouo  leader,  and  he  ofiered  to  examine  the  wounded 
man,  saying  he  was  himself  a  surgeon.  The  assassin  was  secured ;  but  the 
mob,  who  destroyed  and  plundered  the  shop,  soon  released  him,  and  pro- 
ceeded along  Cheapside,  where  th^  fired  their  recently-acquired  arms,  like 
children  with  a  new  plaything.  They  marched  through  the  Boyal  Exchange, 
where  they  were  met  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  several  were  secured.  The 
City  Magiatrates  on  this  occasion  behaved  with  a  firmness  which  admirably 
contrasted  with  the  pusillanimity  of  their  predecessors  in  the  riots  of  1780. 
The  courage  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Alderman  Wood,  and  of  Sir  James  Sbaw, 
is  worthy  of  honourable  record  ;  and  it  shows,  not  only  the  insignificancy  of 
the  so-called  conspiracy,  its  want  of  coherence  and  of  plan,  but  the  real 
power  of  virtue  in  action  to  put  down  ordinary  tumult.  Sir  James  Sbaw 
says, ''  On  the  2nd  of  December  last  I  was  at  the  Boyal  Exchange  at  half- 
past  twelve ;  I  saw  the  mob  first  in  Comhill ;  the  Lord  Mayor  and  I  went 
in  piltrsuit  of  them ;  they  crossed  the  front  of  the  Soyal  Exchange ;  we  rushed 
thrt>ugh  the  Boyal  Exchange  to  take  them  in  front  on  the  other  side ;  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  I  having  received  information  of  prior  occurrences,  deter- 
mined on  putting  them  down.  I  seized  several  of  them,  and  one  flag  of 
three  colours,  extended  on  a  very  long  pole.  I  did  not  then  perceive  any 
arms.  .  .  The  Lord  Mayor  and  I  went  to  meet  the  mob  with  Mr.  White  and 
two  constables ;  we  got  five  constables  in  all ;  the  whole  party  consisted  of 
eight." 

Such  is  the  way  in  which  the  beginnings  of  seditions  ought  to  be  met. 
Firmness  such  as  thia  would  have  saved  Bristol  in  1832.  After  a  further 
plunder  of  gunsmiths*  shops  in  the  Minories,  and  the  summoning  of  the 
Tower  by  some  redoubted  and  unknown  champion,  who  Bamford  tells  us  was 
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Preston,  the  insurrection  fell  to  pieces,  altogether  from  the  want  of  cohesion 
in  the  materials  of  which  it  was  composed.  The  only  blood  shed  was  that  of 
the  gentleman  in  Mr.  Beckwith's  shop,  who  eventually  recovered.  A 
wretched  sailor  was  convicted  of  the  offence'  of  plunder  at  the  shop  on  Snow 
Hill,  and  was  hanged.  The  younger  Watson  escaped  from  his  pursuers. 
The  elder  Watson  was  tried  for  high-treason  on  the  9th  of  June.  The  trial 
lasted  seven  days.  It  was  memorable  from  "  the  eccentric  exuberance  of 
sir  Charles  Wetherell,  and  the  luminous  energy  of  Serjeant  Copley,"*  who 
were  assigned  as  counsel  for  the  prisoner.  The  exposure  of  Castle,  the 
spy,  was  so  complete,  that  the  jury,  without  hesitation,  returned  a  verdict 
of  Not  Guilty.  Four  other  prisoners,  who  were  to  have  been  tried  upon  the 
same  evidence,  -were  at  once  acquitted. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1817,  the  Prince  Begent  opened  the  fifth  session 
of  the  existing  Parliament.  The  speech  from  the  Throne  contained  the 
following  passage :  "  In  considering  our  internal  situation  you  will,  I  doubt 
not,  feel  a  just  indignation  at  the  attempts  which  have  been  made  to  take 
advantage  of  the  distresses  of  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  a  spirit 
of  sedition  and  violence.  I  am  too  well  convinced  of  the  loyalty  and  good 
sense  of  the  great  body  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  to  believe  them  capable  of 
being  perverted  by  the  arts  which  are  employed  to  seduce  them ;  but  I  am 
determined  to  omit  no  precautions  for  preserving  the  public  peace,  and  for 
counteracting  the  designs  of  the  disaffected."  It  would  have  been  difficolt 
to  infer  from  this  language  that  the  G-ovemment  believed  that  a  formidable 
and  widely-organized  insurrection  waa  threatening  the  country,  and  that  the 
only  remedy  was  a  violation  of  the  constitutional  safeguards  of  the  liberties 
of  the  nation.  Attempts  to  excite  a  spirit  of  sedition,  amongst  a  people 
incapable  "  of  being  perverted  by  the  aiits  employed  to  seduce  them,"  were 
subjects  for  vigilance  towards  the  few,  without  infringement  of  the  rights 
of  the  many.  The  seconder  of  the  Address  in  the  Commons  asserted  that 
the  demagogues  and  their  acts  would  die  of  themselves.  The  debate  in  the 
Lower  House  was  suddenly  interrupted  by  a  message  from  the  Lords.  An 
outrage  had  been  offered  to  the  Prince  Begent  on  his  return  from  opening 
the  Parliament.  The  windows  of  the  state-carriage  had  been  broken  by 
some  missile.  The  two  Houses,  after  agreeing  upon  an  Address  to  the 
Prince  Begent  on  this  event,  adjourned.  Upon  the  resumption  of  the 
debate  the  next  day  in  the  Commons,  and  upon  its  commencement  in  the 
Lords,  the  insult  to  the  representative  of  the  sovereign,  which  was  at  first 
asserted  to  be  an  attempt  upon  his  life,  gave  a  decided  tone  to  thS  pro- 
ceedings of  both  Houses.  In  both  assemblies  the  Opposition  loudly 
proclaimed  the  necessity  of  a  rigid  and  unsparing  economy,  and  the  proposed 
amendment  upon  the  Address  went  directly  to  pledge  the  most  severe 
reduction  of  every  possible  expense.  The  practical  answer  to  these  abortive 
proposals  was  the  intimation  of  lord  Sidmouth,  that  in  three  days  he  should 
present  a  message  from  the  Prince  Begent  on  the  subject  of  the  alleged 
disaffection  of  large  bodies  of  the  people. 

On  the  second  night  of  the  debate  on  the  Address,  Mr.  Canning  took  a 
leading  part  in  the  proceedings.    He  had  returned  from  the  embassy  to 
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Lisbon.  An  office  bo  below  the  proper  ambition  of  such  a  man  was  to  him 
a  degradation.  He  had  been  excluded  from  power  for  three  years.  The 
Government  opened  the  Session  of  1816  in  the  confidence  that  they  coald  do 

without  "  the  greatest  speaker  in  either  House  of  Parliament They 

wondered  what  use  he  could  be  of,"*  The  ministerial  inefficiency  in  that 
session  was  the  c^use  of  Canning's  recall  to  jealous  colleagues.  He  became 
President  of  the  *  Board  of  Control.  He  was  now  put  forward  as  the 
eloquent  anti-reformer,  to  deny  that  the  existing  state  of  the  representation 
was  a  grievance ;  to  confound  the  most  moderate  projects  of  reform  with  the 
doctrines  of  universal  suffrage  and  annual  parliaments.  It  would  seem  that 
Eeformers  of  all  grades  had,  in  his  mind,  a  family  resemblance  to  the 
Spenoeans.  He  chose  to  forget  what  had  been  the  opinions  of  his  great 
master,  Pitt ;  maintaining  that  our  representative  system  '*  satisfies  the 
wants,  the  opinions,  and  the  feelings  of  the  great  bulk  and  body  of  the 
nation."  He  asked  the  moderate  reformers  in  that  House  if  they  hoped  to 
guide  the  whirlwind  which  they  might  raise  P  ''  Are  they  not  aware 
that  mightier  spirits  are  abroad,  who  will  take  that  task  out  of  their 
hands  ?  "  f  It  scarcely  needed  eloquence  like  his  to  call  up  the  ghosts  of 
the  Prench  Bevolation.  The  day  had  dawned ;  the  shadows  had  lost  their 
midnight  terrors. 

The  message  of  the  3rd  of  February  announced  that  the  Prince  Eegent 
had  given  orders  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houses,  *'  Papers  containing 
information  respecting  certain  practices,  meetings,  and  combinations  in  the 
metropolis,  and  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  evidently  calculated  to 
endanger  the  public  tranquillity,  to  alienate  the  affections  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects  from  his  Majesty's  person  and  government,  and  to  bring  into  hatred 
and  contempt  the  whole  system  of  our  laws  and  institutions."  In  moving 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  consideration  of  this  message,  lord  Sidmouth,  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  affirmed  that  the  communication  was  in  no  degree 
founded  on,  or  connected  with,  the  outrage  upon  the  Prince  Eegent  on  the 
first  day  of  the  Session.  The  message  of  the  Prince  Eegent  was  referred  to 
a  Secret  Committee  in  each  House,  and  these  Committees  made  their 
Eeports  on  the  18th  and  19th  of  the  same  month.  The  Spencean  Societies, 
the  Hampden  Clubs,  the  Spa-fields  Eiot,  now  called  conspiracy,  formed  the 
staple  of  these  Eeports.  The  objects  of  the  conspirators  are  described  not 
only  to  be  ''  the  overthrow  of  all  the  political  institutions  of  the  kingdom, 
but  also  such  a  subversion  of  the  rights  and  principles  of  property  as  must 
necessarily  lead  to  general  confusion,  plunder,  and  bloodshed."  ITnder  the 
influence  of  these  Eeports,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  made  such 
a  resistance  to  the  G-ovemment  as  would  have  prevented  the  enactment  of 
stringent  measures,  one  of  which  was  decidedly  unconstitutional.  Bills  were 
brought  in  and  passed  by  large  majorities,  to  guard  against  and  avert  the 
dangers  which  had  been  so  alarmingly  proclaimed.  The  first  of  these 
renewed  the  Act  for  the  prevention  and  punishment  of  attempts  to  seduce 
soldiers  and  sailors  from  their  allegiance ;  the  second  extended  to  the  Prince 
Eegent  all  the  safeguards  against  treasonable  attempts  which  secure  the 
actual  sovereign ;  the  third  was  for  the  prevention  of  seditious  meetings ; 

•  Lord  Dudley's  '*  Letters,"  p.  137.  t  Hansard,  vol.  xxxv.  col.  181.^  j 
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the  last  of  the  four  gave  to  the  executive  power  the  fearful  right  of 
impriBonment  without  trial.  In  common  parlance,  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act 
was  suspended,  under  "An  Act  to  empower  his  Majesty  to  secure  and 
detain  such  persons  as  his  Majesty  shall  suspect  are  conspiring  against  his 
person  and  government."  The  suspension  was,  however,  in  this  instance, 
limited  to  the  ensuing  Ist  of  July.  ^ 

The  Habeas  Corpus  Suspension  Act  was  passed  on  the  3rd  of  March ; 
the  Bill  for  restraining  Seditious  Meetings  did  not  become  law  till  the  29th 
of  March.  AVithin  a  week  after  the  passing  of  the  Act  for  imprisonment 
without  trial,  and  before  the  magistrates  had  received  any  accession  to  their 
powers  as  to  the  dispersion  of  tumultuous  assemblies,  an  occurrence  took 
place  at  Manchester,  which  was  at  once  evidence  of  the  agitated  condition  of 
distressed  multitudes  in  the  manufacturing  districts,  and  of  the  extreme 
weakness  of  their  purpose.  This  was  the  famous  marcli  of  the  Blanketeers. 
The  Blanket  Meeting,  which  took  place  in  St.  Peter's  Field  at  Manchester, 
was  so  called  because  many  of  the  vast  body  of  workmen  who  attended  were 
observed  to  have  blankets,  rugs,  or  large  coats,  rolled  up  and  tied  knapsack- 
like, on  their  backs.  Some  carried  bundles  under  their  arms;  some  had 
papers,  supposed  to  be  petitions,  rolled  up ;  and  some  had  stout  walking- 
sticks.  The  magistrates  came  upon  the  field  and  read  the  Biot  Act ;  the 
meeting  was  dispersed  by  the  military  and  constables ;  three  hundred  com- 
menced a  straggling  march,  followed  by  a  body  of  yeomanry,  and  a  hundred 
and  eighty  reached  Macclesfield  at  nine  o'clock  at  night.  Some  were 
apprehended,  some  lay  in  the  fields.  The  next  morning  the  numbers  had 
almost  melted  away.  The  avowed  Beform-leaders — delegates  and  Hampden- 
Club  men — were  now  under  perpetual  terror.  Some  wandered  from  their 
homes  in  dread  of  imprisonment ;  others  were  seized  in  the  bosoms  of  their 
families.  Public  meetings  were  at  an  end.  The  fears  and  passions  of  large 
bodies  of  men  had  no  safety  valve.  "  Open  meetings  thus  being  suspended, 
secret  ones  ensued;  they  were  originated  at  Manchester,  and  assembled 

under  various  pretexts Their  real  purpose,  divulged  only  to  the 

initiated,  was  to  carry  into  effect  a  night  attack  on  Manchester,  the  attempt 
at  which  had  before  failed  for  want  of  arrangement  and  co-operation."* 
This  scheme  was  noticed  in  the  Second  Beport  of  the  Lords'  Secret  Com- 
mittee :  "  It  is  stated  to  have  been  proposed  that  Manchester  should  be  made 
a  Moscow,  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  their  cause,  by  throwing  numbers 
of  people  out  of  employment." t  A  little  while  after  this  "Moscow" 
proposal,  a  co-delegate  came  to  Bamford,  to  propose  the  assassination  of  all 
the  ministers.  We  know  that  this  scheme  smouldered  for  several  years. 
"  The  fact  was,"  says  Bamford,  "  this  unfortunate  person,  in  the  confidence 
of  an  unsuspecting  mind,  as  I  believe,  had,  during  one  of  his  visits  to 
London,  formed  a  connection  with  Oliver,  the  spy ;  which  connection,  during 
several  succeeding  months,  gave  a  new  impulse  to  secret  meetings  and  plots 
in  various  parts  of-  Lancashire,  Yorkshire,  and  Derbyshire,  and  ended  in 
the  tragedy  of  Brandreth,  Ludlow,  and  Turner,  at  Derby."  This  tragedy  is 
the  only  one  of  the  insurrectionary  movements  of  the  manufacturing  districts 
in  1817  that  has  left  any  traces  of  judicial  investigation,  with  the  exception  of 

♦  Bamford,  vol.  i.  p.  45.  t  Hansard,  toI.  zxxn.  col.  952. 
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prooeedings  at  York,  at  which  all  the  state  prisoners  were  discharged  by  the 
Grand  Jury,  or  acquitted  upon  trial.  All  the  persons  connected  with 
the  Blanket  expedition,  and  the  expected  risings  at  Manchester,  were 
discharged  before  trial. 

The  Midland  Counties  of  Nottingham,  Leicester,  and  Derby,  had  been 
in  a  disturbed  state  for  several  years.  The  habit  of  daring  outrage  was 
fatniliar  to  large  numbers  of  the  manufacturing  population.  The  course  of 
ignorant  and  brutal  violence,  known  as  Luddism,  had  revived  in  redoubled 
fury.  At  the  Leicester  assizes,  on  the  Ist  of  April,  eight  men  were  tried 
and  convicted  of  the  most  daring  outras^es  at  Loughborough,  and  six  of  these 
offenders  were  executed  on  the  17th  of  the  same  month.  There  was  not  the 
slightest  attempt  at  this  trial  to  connect  the  crimes  of  these  men  with  any 
political  opinions.^  But  amongst  a  population  that  for  four  years  had  wit- 
nessed the  night  attacks  of  armed  men  upon  machinery,  and  with  whom 
some  of  the  leaders  of  such  organized  attacks  were  in  habitual  intercourse, 
it  is  manifest  that  the  materials  for  political  insurrection  were  abundantly 
accumulated.  It  was  not  the  part  of  a  wise  and  humane  government  to 
permit  the  feeblest  spark  of  excitement  from  without  to  approach  these 
inflammable  materials.  The  secret  operations  of  '*  the  Spy  System  **  in  the 
manufacturing  districts  were  first  brought  to  light  by  the  sagacious  energy 
of  the  late  Mr.  Baines  of  Leeds.  The  circumstances  of  this  discovery  are 
briefly  told  by  his  son,  to  the  effect,  that  Mr.  Baines  having  learnt  that  a 
government  emissary,  named  Oliver,  had  been  attempting  to  entrap  Mr. 
James  Willan,  a  printer,  of  Dewsbury,  to  attend  a  meeting  where  ten  persons 
had  been  arrested,  thought  it  his  duty  to  investigate  the  facts  by  personal 
inquiry.  Mr.  Willan  proved  that  Oliver,  who  represented  himself  as  a  dele- 
gate firom  the  Badicals  of  London,  had  several  times,  for  the  space  of  two 
months,  endeavoured  to  seduce  him  into  acts  of  violence  and  situations  of 
danger,  and  that  he  had  especially  urged  him  to  attend  a  meeting  of  '*  dele- 
gates "  at  Tbornhill-Lees  on  the  previous  Friday,  at  which  meeting  ten  men 
were  arrested  by  a  party  of  military,  under  the  command  of  major-general 
sir  John  Byng.  Willan,  who  was  a  conscientious  man,  and  a  professor  of 
the  principles  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  indignantly  repelled  every  invi- 
tation to  violence,  and  refused  to  attend  the  meeting.  The  ten  prisoners  had 
been  conveyed,  with  Oliver  himself,  to  Wakefield,  for  examination  by  the 
magistrates  ;  but  at  that  town  Oliver  was  seen  at  liberty,  and  in  comrouni- , 
cation  with  the  servant  of  general  Byng.  It  was  further  learnt  that  Oliver 
had  been  at  general  Byng's  house  at  Campsall,  a  few  days  before.*  Mr.  Baines 
having  published  a  statement  of  these  circumstances  iu  his  paper,  '  The 
Leeds  Mercury,'  the  transaction  formed  the  subject  of  a  violent  debate  in 
the  House  of  Commons  on  the  16ch  of  June.  In  the '  Life  of  Lord  Sid  mouth,' 
this  affair  has  been  minutely  gone  into,  for  the  purpose  of  justifying  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  against  the  imputatitms  which 
-arose  out  of  the  employment  of  such  persons  as  Oliver.  "  None  of  them," 
says  the  author  of  the  Life,  "  were  employed  in  the  first  instance  by  lord 
Sidmouth  ;  but  themselves  sought  him  out ;  and  if,  which  is  not  probable, 
they,  in  any  instances,  instigated  the  conspirators  to  crime  in  order  to  betray 

•  **  Life  of  Bdward  Baines,*'  by  bis  son,  Bdvard  Baines,  pp.  92,  93.    y-^  ^ 

▼«>-  ▼««•  Digitized  by  tjOOg IC 


82  THE  DERBYSHIRE  INSURRECTION.  [1817. 

tbem,  the  treacherous  act  must  have  been  entirely  their  own,  as  nothing  would 
have  excited  more  his  lordship's  indignation  than  the  hare  idea  of  so  base  a 
proceeding."  •  This  opinion  is  supported  by  a  letter  of  lord  Strafford  (for« 
merly  sir  John  Byng),  written  in  1846.  Sir  John  Byng  himself  was  perfectly 
incapable,  as  was  acknowledged  on  all  bands,  of  turning  the  spy  into  a  tempter. 
On  Sunday,  the  8th  of  June,  there  was  a  remarkable  assemblage  at  Fent- 
ridge,  a  village  situated  some  two  miles  from  the  Ambergate  station  on  the 
present  North  Midland  Eailway.  The  village  is  in  the  hilly  and  thinly 
peopled  district  to  the  west  of  the  river  Derwent.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Pentridge  there  are  several  other  scattered  villages, — all  not  far  removed 
from  a  direct  road  to  Kottingham.  About  a  mile  from  Pentridge,  at  But- 
terley,  was  a  large  iron  foundry.  Two  men  in  the  employ  of  the  proprietors 
of  this  foundry  went  out  into  the  ^hite  Horse  public-house  at  Pentridge,  on 
the  morning  of  tiie  8th  of  June,  and  found  a  good  many  persons  in  the  parlour 
there,  '^  talking  about  this  revolution."  There  was  one  amongst  them  they 
called  "  The  Captain."  He  had  a  map  in  his  band,  and  the  people  came  in, 
and  kept  asking  bim  questions  ;  and  he  said,  there  would  be  no  good  to  be 
done  except  a  complete  overthrow  of  the  G-overnment.  All  the  country  was 
to  rise,  all  at  one  time.  Many  talked  thus.  They  made  no  secret.  They 
spoke  it  openly.  They  did  not  mind  who  heard  them.  They  said  they  had 
plenty  of  pikes  ;  and  they  would  go  and  take  Nottingham  wholly  to  themselves; 
and  when  they  got  to  Nottingham,  every  man  would  have  a  hundred  guineas, 
and  plenty  of  rum,  and  it  would  be  nothing  but  a  journey  of  pleasure.  This 
extraordinary  assembly  lasted  sis  or  seven  hours.  The  two  men  from  the 
iron  works  were  special  constables ;  but  they  were  afraid  to  say  anything 
about  it.  Having  agreed  to  meet  on  the  night  of  the  9ch  after  dark,  the 
people  separated.  The  Captain  with  the  map  in  his  hand  was  Jeremiah 
Brandreth,  a  frame-work  knitter,  whose  family  bad  received  parochial  relief. 
Mr.  Denman  (who  was  counsel  for  the  prisoners),  after  Brandreth  had  been 
convicted,  compared  this  man  with  '  The  Corsair '  of  lord  Byron.  In  spite 
of  Mr.  Den  man's  rhetorical  description  of  the  mastery  of  this  leader  over 
his  weak  followers,  we  must  be  content  to  believe,  from  the  evidence  of 
Brandreth's  acts,  that  he  was  a  frantic  enthusiast,  goaded  to  violence  by 
great  poverty,  by  imaginary  oppression,  and,  what  is  more,  by  the  grossest 
delusions  as  to  his  own  power  and  the  strength  of  his  cause.  We  do  not 
think  that  he  was  the  less  dangerous  from  his  real  character  and  the  real  cir- 
cumstances around  him  ;  but,  we  believe,  as  Mr.  Denman  came  to  the  con- 
clusion, that,  in  spite  of  his  influence  and  command,  "  he  was  most  clearly 
himself  an  instrument  wielded  by  other  hands."  On  Saturday  night,  the  7th 
of  June,  Oliver  goes  to  a  meeting  at  Nottingham,  with  instructions  from  sir 
John  Byng  "  not  to  conceal  anything  as  to  the  Yorkshire  meeting  by  which 
these  people  could  be  deceived."  On  Sunday  morning,  the  Nottingham 
Captain  is  heard  saying,  "  All  the  country  is  to  rise,  all  at  one  time."  On 
Monday  night  he  passes  the  door  of  a  labouring  man  at  South  Wingfield, 
about  three  miles  from  Pentridge,  in  his  way  to  an  old  bam  up  in  the  fields ; 
and  he  urges  the  man  to  come  with  him,  saying  that  "  the  countries,  England, 
Ireland,  and  France,  were  to  rise  that  night  at  ten  o'clock,"  and  that  ''the 

•  •*  Life  of  Lord  Sidmouih,"  toI.  iii.  p.  187. 
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nortbem  clouds,  men  from  the  north,  would  come  down  and  sweep  all  before 
them."     It  is  difficult  not  to  regard  the  language  of  Brandreth  as  pure 
insanity,  especially  when  we  contrast  it  with  the  sober  sense  of  some  around 
him.     "  There  was  an  old  woman  standing  by,"  sfcys  the  South  Wingfield 
man,  "  and  she  tapped  him  on  the  shoulder,  and  said, '  My  lad,  we  have  got  a 
magistrate  here '" ; — and  the  labourer  himself  "thought  he  must  be  drunk 
or  mad  to  think  of  such  things.*'     But  on  the  madman  went.     In  the  old 
bam  at  South  Wingfield  be  assembled  twenty  men,  who  had  pikes  and  guns, 
and  they  went  forward,  stopping  at  solitary  houses,  and  demanding  guns,  and 
dragging  unwilling  men  out  of  their  beds  and  hiding-places,  and  compelling 
them  to  march  with  them.     At  the  farm-house  of  a  widow,  who  behaved  with 
unflinching  courage,  Brandreth  fired  in  at  a  window,  and  killed  one  of  her 
servants,  upon  arms  being  refused  to  him.     His  followers  said  he  should  not 
have  shot  that  poor  innocent  man ;  and  he  replied,  it  was  his  duty  to  do  it. 
Onwards  they  marched — ^the  volunteers  and  the  conscripts ;  and  the  Captain, 
when  they  halted  at  some  low  dwellings,  and  met  with  any  one  who  refused 
to  march,  had  his  ready  exhortation,  that  "  a  great  cloud  out  of  the  north 
would  sweep  all  before  them,*'  with  the  more  particular  information  that 
"it  would  not  be  necessary  to  go  farther  than  Nottingham,  for  London  would 
he  taken  by  the  time  they  got  there."     Some  of  the  pressed  men  ran  away 
in  the  darkness ;  one  refused  to  march  in  rank,  and  upon  Brandreth  swearing 
he  would  shoot  him  in  a  moment,  the  bold  fellow  stepped  up  to  him  with  his 
knife,  and  the  Captain  turned  off  from  him.    During  all  this  march  the  rain 
was  incessant.     By  the  time  they  reached  the  Butterley  Iron-works,  their 
numbers  amounted  to  about  a  hundred.     Brandreth  was  boldly  met  by  Mr. 
Gfoodwin,  the  manager  of  the  works,  and,  when  he  demanded  men,  was  told, 
**  You  shall  not  have  one  of  them.    You  are  too  many  already,  unless  you 
were  going  for  a  better  purpose ;   disperse !   depend  upon  it,  the  laws  will  be 
too  strong  for  you ;  you  are  going  with  halters  about  your  necks."     Three 
men  took  shelter  in  the  office  of  the  works ;  one  man,  Isaac  Ludlam,  who 
was  afterwards  convicted  and  executed,  was  exhorted  by  Mr.  Goodwin  not  to 
go  on ;  but  he  answered,  much  agitated,  *'  I  am  as  bad  as  I  can  be ;  I  cannot 
go  back."     After  a  short  pause,  Brandreth  gave  the  command  "  March." 
Soon  after,  this  main  body  was  followed  by  about  fifty  other  men.     On  the 
morning  of  the  10th  of  June,  Mr.  Bolleston,  a  magistrate,  went  from  Not- 
tingham on  the  road  towards  Eastwood,  about  six  miles  from  Nottingham, 
and  meeting  there  a  considerable  body  of  men  armed  with  pikes,  he  returned 
to  Nottingham,  and  procured  some  troops  from  the  barracks,  eighteen  privates, 
commanded  by  a  captain  and  a  subaltern.     Upon  hearing  that  the  soldiers 
were  coming,  the  insurgents  fled.     The  captain  in  command  of  the  Hussars 
deposed  that  the  military  were  kept  on  the  alert  during  the  night.    He  was 
ordered  out  with  a  party,  on  the  road  towards  Derbyshire,  about  six  in  the 
morning,  and  approached  about  sixty  men,  who  fled  across  the  fields.    A  man 
in  the  road  tried  to  form  them,  but  they  paid  no  attention  to  him.   A  number 
of  prisoners  were  taken,  and  about  forty  guns  and  other  arms  were  collected 
together. 

Thus  ended  "the  Derbyshire  insurrection."  For  these  offences,  three 
men  were  executed ;  eleven  were  transported  for  life ;  four  were  transported 
for  fourteen  years ;  and  five  were  imprisoned  for  various  terms.       ^<-^  t 
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The  acquittal  of  Watson,  for  high  treason,  appears  to  have  had  no 
influence  on  the  measures  of  Government.  The  second  suspension  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  was  passed  by  large  majorities  in  both  Houses;  and  the 
Prince  Eegent,  in  his  Speech  closing  this  Session  on  the  12th  of  July, 
averred,  that  "  a  favourable  change  was  happily  taking  place  in  the  internal 
situation  of  the  country,  which  was  to  be  mainly  ascribed  to  the  salutary 
measures  which  Parliament  had  adopted  for  preserving  the  public  tran- 
quillity." The  private  records  of  lord  Sidmouth's  life  show  that  he  had  no 
great  confidence  in  the  "favourable  change."  At  the  end  of  July,  lord 
Sidinouth  established  his  family  at  Malvern,  intending  to  remain  there  a 
short  time  himself,  "  and  then  back,"  as  he  said,  "  to  sedition,  and  treason 
again,"  his  under-secretary  being  left  in  charge  during  the  interim.  Before 
his  lordship's  departure,  however,  as  he  informed  his  brother  on  the  20th, 
he  "revised  all  the  cases  of  persons  committed  and  detained  under  the 
Suspension  Act;  and  the  result,  he  trusted,  would  be  the  release  of  some 
upon  their  own  recognizance,  and  increased  indulgence  to  those  who  could 
not  be  released."* 

On  moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Suspension  Bill, 
lord  Sid  mouth  made  the  following  statement: — "  Some  noble  lords  had  com- 
plained, that  prosecutions  had  not  been  instituted  against  the  authors,  printers, 
or  publishers,  of  infamous  libels ;  but  it  was  but  justice  to  Government  to 
state,  that  they  had  not  neglected  their  duty  with  regard  to  these  publica- 
tions. As  soon  as  they  reached  the  hands  of  ministers,  they  were  transmitted 
to  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  who  felt  that  these  publications  were  drawn 
up  with  so  much  dexterity, — ^the  authors  had  so  profited  by  former  lessons 
of  experience, — that  greater  difficulties  to  conviction  presented  themselves 
than  at  any  former  time."  Within  a  month  from  this  declaration,  lord 
Sidmouth  entrusted  the  administration  of  the  law  of  libel  to  less  scrupulous 
hands  than  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown.  On  the  27th  of  March  the 
Secretary  of  State  addressed  his  famous  Circular  Letter  to  the  Lords- 
Lieutenants  of  Counties,  in  which,  urging  the  importance  of  preventing  the 
circulation  of  blasphemous  and  seditious  pamphlets,  he  stated  that  he  had 
obtained  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers,  that  "  a  justice  of  the  peace  may 
issue  a  warrant  to  apprehend  a  person  charged  before  him  upon  oath,  with 
the  publication  of  libels  of  the  nature  in  question,  and  compel  him  to  give 
bail  to  answer  the  charge."  He  called,  therefore,  upon  the  lords-lieutenants 
to  communicate  this  opinion  at  the  ensuing  quarter  sessions,  so  that  all 
magistrates  might  act  thereupon.  Such  a  proceeding  as  this,  was,  perhaps, 
the  most  daring  invasion  of  public  liberty  that  had  been  attempted  since  the 
time  of  the  Stuarts.  It  called  forth  from  lord  Grey,  on  the  12th  of  May, 
one  of  the  most  luminous  speeches  which  that  statesman  ever  delivered. 
By  the  libel  bill  of  Mr.  Fox,  he  said,  it  was  at  last  established,  that  in  prose- 
cutions for  libel,  both  the  law  and  the  fact  w^ere  within  the  province  of  the 
jury,  and  to  be  determined  by  them.  "  But,  my  lords,  what  avails  this  just 
and  beneficent  statute, — what  security  is  there  either  for  the  freedom  of  the 
press,  or  the  liberty  of  the  subject, — if,  whilst  you  have  imposed  this  salutary 
restraint  upon  the  judges  in  trials  for  libels,  you  give  to  them,  and  to  justices 
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of  the  peace  before  trial  a  right  to  decide  that  difficult  question ;  and  to 
commit  to  prison  (in  many  instances,  perhaps,  to  inflict  a  severer  punishment 
than  the  Court  upon  conviction  would  adjudge),  upon  a  charge  which,  after 
all,  may  turn  out  to  have  bad  no  fouudatioo,  but  in  the  false  interpretation 
of  words  perfectly  innocent  by  the  justice  before  whom  the  charge  was 
brought  ?  ....  If  such  be  the  power  of  the  magistrate,  and  if  this  be  the 
laWy  where,  I  ask,  are  all  the  boasted  securities  of  our  independence  and 
freedom?"  The  House  of  Lords  was  indifferent  to  the  preservation  of 
these  boasted  securities.  Writing  four  months  after  this  debate  to  the 
bishop  of  Durham,  lord  Sidmouth  says,  "  The  attempt  to  check  the  progress 
of  treason  and  blasphemy,  by  apprising  the  magistrates  that  thej  had  the 
power  of  apprehending  and  holding  to  bail  the  publishers  or  venders  of  either, 
was  one  of  the  charges  brought  agaiust  me  in  the  course  of  the  last  Session. 
Such  a  charge  it  shall  be  my  constant  endeavour  to  deserve ;  and  I  am  happy 
in  being  able  to  assure  your  lordship,  that  the  activity  of  the  itinerant 
dealers  in  these  articles  is  materially  controlled,  and  their  number  greatly 
diminished.''  *  We  apprehend  that  there  cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt  in 
many  minds,  at  the  present  day,  that  this  proceeding  of  lord  Sidmouth  was 
most  unconstitutional;  and  that  he  speaks  and  writes  in  defence  of  his 
conduct  with  all  the  self-approval  of  the  worst  political  bigot  of  the  worst 
periods  of  tyranny. 

It  is  difficult  to  imagine  a  more  degraded  and  dangerous  position  than 
that  in  which  every  political  writer  was  placed  during  the  year  I8I7.  In  the 
first  place,  he  was  subject,  by  a  Secretary  of  State's  warrant,  to  be  imprisoned 
upon  suspicion,  under  the  Suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act.  Secondly, 
he  was  open  to  an  ex-officio  informJEion,  under  which  he  would  be  compelled 
to  find  bail,  or  be  imprisoned.  The  power  of  ex-qfficio  information  had  been 
extended  so  as  to  compel  bail,  by  an  Act  of  1808;  but  from  1808  to 
1811,  during  which  three  years  forty  such  informations  were  laid,  only  one 
person  was  held  to  bail.  In  1817  numerous  ex-officio  informations  were 
filed,  and  the  almost  invariable  practice  then  was  to  hold  the  alleged  offender 
to  bail,  or,  in  default,  to  commit  to  prison.  Under  this  Act  Mr.  Hone  and 
others  were  committed  to  prison  during  this  year.  To  complete  a  triple 
cord  with  which  the  ministers  believed  they  could  bind  down  the  "  man- 
mountain  "  of  the  press,  came  forth  lord  Sidmouth's  Circular.  The  entire 
course  of  these  proceedings  was  a  signal  failure.  There  was  only  one  solitary 
instance  of  success — William  Cobbett  ran  away.  On  the  28th  of  March 
he  fled  to  America,  suspending  the  publication  of  his  '  Begister '  for  four 
months. 

On  the  12th  of  May  earl  Q-rey  mentioned  in  the  House  of  Lords  that  a 
Mr.  Hone  was  proceeded  against  for  publishing  some  blasphemous  parody  ; 
but  he  bad  read  one  of  the  same  nature,  written,  printed,  and  published, 
some  years  ago,  by  other  people,  without  any  notice  having  been  officially 
taken  of  it.  The  parody  to  which  earl  Grey  alluded,  and  a  portion  of  which 
he  recited,  was  Canning's  famous  parody,  "  Praise  Lepaux ;  "  t  and  he  asked 
whether  the  authors,  be  they  in  the  cabinet  or  in  any  other  place,  would  also 
be  found  out  and  visited  with  the  penalties  of  the  law  ?    This  hint  to  the 
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obscure  publisher  against  whom  these  ex-officio  informations  had  been  filed 
for  blasphemous  and  seditious  parodies,  was  effectually  worked  out  by  him 
in  the  solitude  of  his  prison,  and  in  the  poor  dwelling  where  he  had  sur- 
rounded himself,  as  he  had  done  from  his  earliest  years,  with  a  collection  of 
odd  and  curious  books.  From  these  he  had  gathered  an  abundauce  of  know- 
ledge that  was  destined  to  perplex  the  technical  acquirements  of  the  Attorney- 
General,  to  whom  the  sword  and  buckler  of  his  precedents  would  be  wholly 
useless ;  and  to  change  the  determination  of  the  boldest  judge  in  the  land  to 
convict  at  any  rate,  iuto  the  prostration  of  helpless  despair.  Altogether,  the 
three  trials  of  William  Hone  are  amongst  the  most  remarkable  in  our  consti- 
tutional history.  They  produced  more  distinct  effects  upon  the  temper  of  the 
country  than  any  public  proceedings  of  that  time.  They  taught  the  Groyem- 
ment  a  lesson  which  has  never  been  forgotten,  and  to  which,  as  much  as  to 
any  other  cause,  we  owe  the  prodigious  improvement  as  to  the  law  of  libel 
itself,  and  the  use  of  the  law,  in  our  own  day, — an  improvement  which  leaves 
what  is  dangerous  in  the  press  to  be  corrected  by  the  remedial  power  of  the 
press  itself;  and  which,  instead  of  lamenting  over  the  newly-acquired  ability 
of  the  masses  to  read  seditious  and  irreligious  works,  depends  upon  the 
general  diffusion  of  this  ability  as  the  surest  corrective  of  the  evils  that  are 
incident  even  to  the  best  gift  of  heaven, — that  of  knowledge. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18  ih  of  December  there  is  a  considerable  crowd 
round  the  avenues  of  Guildhall.  An  obscure  bookseller,  a  man  of  no  sub- 
stance or  respectability  in  worldly  eyes,  is  to  be  tried  for  libel.  He  vends  his 
wares  in  a  little  shop  in  the  Old  Bailey,  where  there  are,  strangely  mingled, 
twopenny  political  pamphlets,  and  old  harmless  folios  that  the  poor  publisher 
keeps  for  his  especial  reading  as  he  sits  in  his  dingy  back  parlour.  The 
door-keepers  and  officers  of  the  court  scarcely  know  what  is  going  to  happen ; 
for  the  table  within  the  bar  has  not  the  usual  covering  of  crimson  bags,  but 
ever  and  anon  a  shabby  boy  arrives  with  an  armful  of  books  of  all  ages  and 
sizes,  and  the  whole  table  is  strewed  with  dusty  and  tattered  volumes  that  the 
ushers  are  quite  sure  have  no  law  withiu  their  mouldy  covers.  A  middle- 
aged  man, — a  bland  and  smiling  man, — with  a  half  sad  half  merry  twinkle  in 
his  eye, — a  seedy  man,  to  use  an  expressive  word,  whose  black  coat  is 
wondrous  brown  and  threadbare, — takes  his  place  at  the  table,  and  begins 
to  turn  over  the  books  which  were  his  heralds.  Sir  Samuel  Shepherd,  the 
Attorney-General,  takes  his  seat,  and  looks  compassionately,  as  was  his  nature 
to  do,  at  the  pale  man  in  threadbare  black.  Mr.  Justice  Abbott  arrives 
indue  time;  a  special  jury  is  sworn;  the  pleadings  are  opened;  and  the 
Attorney- General  states  the  case  against  William  Hone,  for  printing  and 
publishing  an  impious  and  profane  libel  upon  the  Catechism,  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  and  the  Ten  Commandments,  thereby  bringing  into  coatempt.the 
Christian  religion.  "  It  may  be  said,"  argued  the  Attorney- General,  "  that 
the  defendant's  object  was  not  to  produce  this  effect.  I  believe  that  he 
meant  it,  in  one  sense,  as  a  political  squib  ;  but  his  responsibility  is  not  the 
less."  As  the  Attorney- General  proceeded  to  read  passages  from  the  parody 
upon  the  Catechism,  the  crowd  in  Court  laughed ;  the  Bench  was  indignant; 
and  the  Attorney-General  said  the  laugh  was  the  fullest  proof  of  the  baneliil 
effect  of  the  defendaut's  publication.  And  so  the  trial  went  on  in  the 
smoothest  way,  and  the  case  for  the  prosecution  was  closed.    Then  the  pale 
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man  in  black  rose,  and,  with  a  faltering  voice,  set  forth  the  difficulty  he  had 
in  addressing  the  Court,  and  how  his  poverty  prevented  him  obtaining 
counsel.  And  now  he  began  to  warm  in  the  recital  of  what  he  thought  his 
wrongs  ;  his  commitments ;  his  hurried  calls  to  plead  ;  the  expense  of  copies 
of  the  informations  against  him :  and,  as  Mr.  Justice  Abbutt,  with  perfect 
gentleness,  but  with  his  cold  formality,  interrupted  him,  the  timid  man,  who 
all  thought  would  have  mumbled  forth  a  hasty  defence,  grew  bolder  and 
bolder,  and  in  a  short  time  had  possession  of  his  audience  as  if  he  were  "  some 
well*graced  actor,"  who  was  there  to  receive  the  tribute  of  popular  admira- 
tion. They  were  not  to  inquire  whether  he  were  a  member  of  the  Established 
Church  or  a  Dissenter  ;  it  was  enough  that  he  professed  himself  to  be  a 
Christian ;  and  he  would  be  bold  to  say,  that  he  made  that  profession  with  a 
reverence  for  the  doctrines  of  Christianity,  which  could  not  be  exceeded  by 
any  person  in  that  Court.  He  had  his  books  about  him,  and  it  was  from  them 
that  he  must  draw  his  defence.  They  had  been  the  solace  of  his  life.  He 
was  too  much  attached  to  his  books  to  part  with  them.  As  to  parodies, 
they  were  as  old  at  least  as  the  invention  of  printing ;  and  he  never  heard 
of  a  prosecution  for  a  parody,  either  religious  or  any  other.  There  were  two 
kinds  of  parodies;  one  in  which  a  man  might  convey  ludicrous  or  ridiculous 
ideas  relative  to  some  other  subject;  the  other,  where  it  was  meant  to 
ridicule  the  thing  parodied.  This  latter  was  not  the  case  here,  and  therefore 
he  had  not  brought  religion  into  contempt.  This  was  the  gist  of  William 
Hone's  defence.  To  show  fully  how  this  argument  was  worked, — with  what 
readiness,  what  coolness,  what  courage, — would  be  to  transcribe  the  trials  of 
three  days;*  on  the  first  of  which  the  defendant  spoke  six  hours,  on  the 
second  seven  hours,  and  on  the  last  eight  hours.  It  was  in  vain  that  the 
Attorney-General  urged  that  to  bring  forward  any  previous  parody  was  the 
same  thing  as  if  a  person  charged  with  obscenity  should  produce  obscene 
volumes  in  his  defence.  It  was  in  vain  that  Mr.  Justice  Abbott  repeated  his 
wish  that  the  defendant  would  not  read  such  things.  On  he  went,  till  in- 
terruption was  held  to  be  in  vain.  It  was  worse  than  vain,  it  was  unjust. 
Truly  did  Hone  reply  to  Mr.  Justice  Abbott,  "  My  Lord,  your  Lordship's 
observation  is  in  the  very  spirit  of  what  Pope  Leo  the  Tenth  said  to  Martin 
Luther, — 'For  God's  sake  don't  say  a  word  about  the  indulgences  and  the 
monasteries,  and  I'll  give  you  a  living ; ' — thus  precluding  him  from  mention- 
ing the  very  thing  in  dispute.  I  must  go  on  with  these  parodies,  or  I  cannot 
go  on  with  my  defence."  Undauntedly  he  went  on^  from  the  current  litera- 
ture of  the  time,  such  as  grave  lawyers  read  in  their  few  hours  of  recreation, 
to  the  forgotten  volumes  of  old  theology  and  polemical  controversy,  that  the 
said  grave  lawyers  of  modern  days  are  accustomed  to  regard  as  useless 
lumber.  The  Editor  of  Blackwood's  Magazine  was  a  parodist, — ^he  parodied 
a  chapter  of  Ezekiel ;  Martin  Luther  was  a  parodist, — he  parodied  the  first 
Psalm ;  Bishop  Latimer  was  a  parodist,  aud  so  was  Dr.  Boys,  Dean  of  Can- 
terbury ;  the  author  of  the  *^  BoUiad  "  was  a  parodist,  and  so  was  Mr.  Can- 
ning. Passage  after  passage  did  Mr.  Houe  read  from  author  after  author. 
He  thought  it  was  pretty  clear  that  Martin  Luther  did  not  mean  to  ridicule 
the  Psalms ;  that  Dr.  Boys  did  not  mean  to  ridicule  the  Lord's  Prayer ;  that 
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Mr.  Canning  did  not  mean  to  ridicule  the  Scriptures.  Why,  then,  should  it 
be  presumed  that  he  had  such  an  intention?  As  soon  as  he  found  that  hi» 
parodies  had  been  deemed  offensive,  he  had  suppressed  them,  and  that  he 
had  done  long  before  his  prosecution.  It  was  in  vain  that  the  Attorney- 
General  replied  that  Martin  Luther  was  a  libelJer,  and  Dr.  Boys  was  a 
libeller.  The  ju3ge  charged  the  jury  in  vain.  William  Hone  was  acquitted, 
after  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  deliberution. 

But  Guildhall  '^  s&v,'  another  sight.*'  With  the  next  morning's  fog,  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  rose  from  his  bed,  enfeebled  by  illness,  but  undiminished 
in  the  energy  of  his  talent.  Be  had  been  deeply  mortified  by  the  acquittal 
of  Watson  for  high-treason.  He  was  now  resolved  that  the  libeller  should 
not  go  unpunished.  "  He  swore,"  says  Lord  Campbell,  "  that  at  whatever 
cost  he  would  preside  in  Court  next  day  himself,  so  that  conviction  might  be 
certain,  and  the  insulted  law  might  be  vindicated."*  With  lowering  brow 
lord  Eilenborough  took  his  place  in  that  judgment-seat  which  he  deemed  had 
been  too  mercifully  filled  on  the  previous  day.  The  mild  firmness  of  the 
poor  publisher,  and  his  gentlemanly  sense  of  the  absence  of  harshness  in  the 
conduct  of  his  first  trial,  had  won  for  him  something  like  respect;  and  when, 
on  one  occasion  Mr.  Justice  Abbott  asked  him  to  forbear  reading  a  particular 
parody,  and  the  defendant  said,  "  Your  lordship  and  I  understand  each, 
other,  and  we  have  gone  on  so  good-humour  edly  hitherto,  that  I  will  not 
break  in  upon  our  harmony,"  it  became  clear  that  the  puisne  judge  was  not 
the  man  to  enforce  a  verdict  of  guilty  on  the  second  trial.  Again  Mr.  Hone 
entered  the  court  with  his  load  of  books,  on  Eriday,  the  19th  of  December. 
He  was  this  day  indicted  for  publishing  an  impious  and  profane  libel,  called 
"  The  Litany,  or  General  Supplication."  Again  the  Attomey-GeneraL 
affirmed  that  whatever  might  be  the  object  of  the  defendant,  the  publication 
had  the  efiect  of  scoffing  at  the  public  service  of  the  Church.  Again  the 
defendant  essayed  to  read  from  his  books,  which  course  he  contended  was 
essentially  necessary  for  his  defence.  Then  began  a  contest  which  is  perhaps 
unparalleled  in  an  English  court  of  justice.  Upon  Mr.  Pox's  libel  bill,  upon 
eX'Officio  informations,  upon  his  right  to  copies  of  the  indictment  without 
extravagant  charges,  the  defendant  battled  his  judge, — imperfect  in  his  law,, 
no  doubt,  but  with  a  firmness  and  moderation  that  rode  over  every  attempt 
to  put  him  down.  Parody  after  parody  was  again  produced,  and  especially 
those  parodies  of  the  Litany  which  the  Cavaliers  employed  so  frequently  as^ 
vehicles  of  satire  upon  the  Boundheads  and  Puritans.  The  Lord  Chief 
Justice  at  length  gathered  up  his  exhausted  strength  for  his  charge,  and 
concluded  in  a  strain  that  left  but  little  hope  for  the  defendant :  *'  He  would 
deliver  the  jury  his  solemn  opinion,  as  he  was  required  by  Act  of  Parliament 
to  do ;  and  under  the  authority  of  that  Act,  and  still  more  in  obedience  to 
his  conscience  and  his  God,  he  pronounced  this  to  be  a  most  impious  and 
profane  libel.  Believing  and  hoping  that  thej,  the  jury,  were  Christians,  he 
had  not  any  doubt  but  that  they  would  be  of  the  same  opinion."  The  jury, 
in  an  hour  and  a-half,  returned  a  verdict  of  Not  Guilty. 

It  might  have  been  expected  that  these  prosecutions  would  have  here 
ended.     But  the  chance  of  a  conviction  from  a  third  jury,  upon  a  third 
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indictment,  inras  to  be  risked.  On  the  20th  of  December  lord  EUenborough 
again  took  his  seat  on  the  bench,  and  the  exhausted  defendant  came  late  into 
court,  pale  and  agitated.  The  Attorney- General  remarked  upon  his 
appearance,  and  offered  to  postpone  the  proceedings.  The  courageous  man 
made  his  election  to  go  on.  This  third  indictment  was  for  publishing  a 
parody  on  the  Creed  of  St.  Athanasiua,  called  "  The  Sinecurist*8  Creed.*' 
Alter  the  Attorney- General  had  finished  bis  address,  Mr.  Hone  asked  for 
five  minutes'  delay,  to  arrange  the  few  thoughts  he  had  been  committing  to 
paper.  The  judge  refused  the  small  concession;  but  said  that  he  would 
postpone  the  proceedings  to  another  day,  if  the  defendant  would  request  the 
Court  so  to  do.  The  scene  which  ensued  was  thoroughly  dramatic.  '*  No  I 
I  make  no  such  request.  My  lord,  I  am  very  glad  to  see  your  lordship  here 
to-day,  because  I  feel  I  sustained  an  injury  from  your  lordship  yesterday — an 

injury  which  I  did  not  expect  to  sustain If  his  lordship  should  think 

proper,  on  this  trial  to-day,  to  deliver  his  opinion,  I  hope  that  opinion  will  be 

couUy  and  dispassionately  expressed  by  his  lordship My  lord,  I  think 

it  necessary  to  make  a  stand  here.  I  cannot  say  what  your  lordship  may 
consider  to  be  necessary  interruption ;  but  your  lordship  interrupted  me  a 
great  many  times  yesterday,  and  then  said  you  would  interrupt  me  no  more, 

and  yet  your  lordship  did  interrupt  me  afterwards  ten  times  as  much 

Gentlemen,  it  is  you  who  are  trying  me  to-day.  His  lordship  is  no  judge  of 
me.    You  are  my  judges,  and  you  only  are  my  judges.     His  lordship  sits 

there  to  receive  your  verdict. I  will  not  say  what  his  lordship  did 

yesterday ;  but  1  trust  his  lordship  to-day  will  give  his  opinion  coolly  and 
dispassionately,  without  using  either  expression  or  gesture  which  could  be 
construed  as  conveying  an  entreaty  to  the  jury  to  think  as  he  did.  I  hope 
the  jury  will  not  be  beseeched  into  a  verdict  of  guilty."  The  triumph  of  the 
weak  over  the  powerful  was  complete.  '*  The  frame  of  adamant  and  soul  of 
fire,"  as  the  biographer  of  lord  Sidmouth  terms  the  Chief  Justice,  quailed 
before  the  indomitable  courage  of  a  man  who  was  roused  into  energies  which 
would  seem  only  to  belong  to  the  master-spirits  that  have  swayed  the  world. 
Tet  this  was  a  man  who,  in  the  ordinary  business  of  life,  was  incapable  of 
enterprise  and  persevering  exertion ;  who  lived  in  the  nooks  and  corners  of 
his  antiquarianism  ;  who  was  one  that  even  his  old  political  opponents  came 
to  regard  as  a  gentle  and  innocuous  hunter  after  '*  all  such  reading  as  was 
never  read;"  who  in  a  few  years  gave  up  his  politics  altogether,  and, 
devoting  himself  to  his  old  poetry  and  bis  old  divinity,  passed  a  quarter  of  a 
century  after  this  conflict  in  peace  with  all  mankind,  and  died  the  sub-editor 
of  a  religious  journal.  It  was  towards  the  clo^e  of  this  remarkable  trial, 
that  the  judge,  who  came  eager  to  condemn,  sued  for  pity  to  his  intended 
victim.  The  defendant  quoted  Warburton  and  Tillotson,  as  doubters  of  the 
authenticity  of  the  Athanasian  Creed.  "  Even  his  lordship* s  father,  the  bishop 
of  Carlisle,  he  believed,  took  a  similar  vie  a*  of  the  Creed."  And  then  the 
judge  solemnly  said,  "  Whatever  that  opinion  was,  he  has  gone,  many  years 

ago,  where  he  has  had  to  account  tor  his  belief  and  his  opinions For 

common  delicacy  forbear."  "  O,  my  lord,  I  shall  certainly  forbear."  Grave 
and  temperate  was  the  charge  to  the  jury  this  day  ;  and  in  twenty  minutes 
they  returned  a  verdict  of  Not  Guilty. 

Lord  Campbell  has  an  anecdote  of  the  Chief  Justice,  which  indicates  the  t 
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struggle  he  made  against  any  display  of  his  deep  mortification  at  the  issue 
of  tdis  prosecution.  "  Bitshop  Turner,  who  was  present  at  the  trial,  and 
accompanied  the  Chief  Justice  home  in  his  carriage,  related  that  all  the  way 
he  laughed  at  the  tumultuous  mob  who  followed  him,  remarking, '  that  he 
was  afraid  of  their  saliva,  not  of  their  bite ; '  and  that  passing  Charing  Cross 
he  pulled  the  check-string,  and  said, '  It  just  occurs  to  me  that  they  sell  the 
best  red  herrings  at  this  shop  of  any  in  Loudon ;  buy  six.'  "  *  Lord  Camp- 
bell adds,  "  The  popular  opinion,  however,  was,  that  lord  Ellenborough  was 
killed  by  Hone's  trial,  and  he  certainly  never  held  up  his  head  in  public 
after?'  There  is  a  more  conclusive  evidence  of  his  feelings  than  popular 
opinion.  On  Sunday,  the  2lBt  of  December,  the  day  after  this  last  trial,  lord 
Ellenborough  wrote  thus  to  lord  Sidmouth :  ''  The  disgraceful  events  which 
have  occurred  at  Guildhall  withiu  the  last  three  or  four  days  have  led  me, 
both  on  account  of  the  public  and  myself,  to  consider  very  seriously  my  own 
sufficiency,  particularly  in  point  of  bodily  health  and  strength,  to  discharge 
the  official  duties  of  my  station  in  the  manner  in  which,  at  the  present 
critical  moment,  it  is  peculiarly  necessary  they  should  be  discharged.  ...  I 
wish  to  carry  my  meditated  purpose  of  resignation  into  effect,  as  soon  as  the 
convenience  of  Government,  in  regard  to  the  due  selection  and  appointment 
of  my  successor,  may  allow." t 

The  proceedings  of  the  Government  in  the  libel  matters  of  1817  were 
signal  failures.  A  few  miserable  hawkers  were  held  to  bail,  or  sent  to  prison 
under  lord  Sidmouth's  Circular ;  some  ex^fficio  informations  were  filed,  with 
only  one  conviction, — that  of  a  printer  in  tde  country,  who  republished  one 
of  Hone's  parodies,  and  was  tried  before  Hone  himself  was  tried.  As  to 
the  three  acquittals  we  have  described,  it  is  perfectly  evident  that  three 
juries,  consisting  of  respectable  London  merchants,  would  have  assuredly 
convicted  the  defendant,  had  they  not  felt  that  the  real  sting  of  the  alleged 
profaneness  was  the  severity  of  the  political  satire.  Although  the  indictment 
stated  that  these  parodies  were  seditious  as  well  as  profane,  the  sedition  was 
studiously  kept  in  the  background.  Had  they  not  been  really  prosecuted  for 
their  political  doctrines,  their  unquestionable  indecency  and  impropriety 
must  have  carried  a  verdict  against  them  on  the  first  trid.  The  second  and 
third  trials  looked  like  persecution ;  and  public  opinion  threw  its  shield  over 
the  offender.  There  was  a  feeling,  moreover,  that  political  passions  were 
infiueucing  the  judgment-seat.  The  severity  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  to 
the  reforming  member  for  Westminster,  lord  Cochrane,  was  not  for- 
gotten. 

When  we  look  back  upon  this  unhappy  period,  we  may  honestly  infer 
that  the  real  danger  was  not  so  much  that  the  people  should  be  irritated 
and  misled  by  mob-leaders  and  unscrupulous  writers,  as  that  a  general 
feeling  should  grow  up  in  the  nation  that  Government  was  a  power  antago- 
nistic to  the  governed — an  oppressive  and  not  a  protective  power — a  power 
of  separate  interests  from  the  interests  of  the  people.  This  grew  into  a  very 
wi del) -diffused  feeling,  and  was  found  deeply  rooted,  long  after  the  first 
sufferings  that  attended  the  transition  state  of  peace  had  passed  away — a 

♦  "Lives  of  the  Chief  Justices,"  toI.  iii.  p.  225. 

t  **Lifeof  LordSidmoutli,'*  vol.  iii.  p.  236.  ^  t 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1817.]  THE  GOVERNMENT  AND  THE  PEOPLE.  91 

feeling  that  was  far  more  dangerous  to  the  national  welfare  than  any  insur- 
rectionarj  outbreak  of  the  masses  of  the  working  population.  Deluded 
these  masses  unquestionably  were — acted  upon  by  demagogues — ready  for 
riot  and  violence ;  capable  of  serious  mischief,  but  incapable  of  resisting  the 
law  wisely  administered.  The  eagerness  of  the  Government  to  suspend  the 
constitutional  protections  for  the  liberty  of  the  subject ;  to  call  for  new 
enactments  to  repress  sedition ;  to  fetter  the  expression  of  opinion  by  ren- 
dering the  plain-speaking  of  the  public  journals  very  perilous ;  to  employ  the 
spj-syeitem,  with  the  certainty  timt  it  would  excite  the  violence  which  it 
pretended  to  discover — these  were  the  causes  why  the  Government  had  no 
love  from  any  class ;  very  little  respect ;  intense  hate  from  many ;  slavish  fear 
from  more.  A  large  number,  indeed,  of  the  upper  and  middle  classes  were 
alarmed  into  a  prostrate  adhesion  to  the  menacing  policy  of  the  Government, 
and  were  ready  with  "  lives  and  fortunes "  to  put  down  the  revolutionary 
spirit  which  they  were  assured  was  working  under  the  guise  of  Parliamentary 
Seform.  Eiom  this  year  we  may  date  the  retrogression  of  public  opinion  on 
the  question  of  an  improved  representation  of  the  people.  As  long  as  the 
middle  classes  were  afraid  of  its  agitation,  and  naturally  associated  the  idea  of 
Seform  with  the  rash  movements  of  the  operative  classes, — with  their  violent 
declamations  and  their  tumultuous  meetings, — the  differences  of  principle 
took  the  unhappy  form  of  a  contest  between  wealth  and  poverty,  between 
capital  and  labour.  The  humbler  classes  had  been  taught  by  the  demagogues 
that  all  the  evils  of  civilization  are  political  evils,  and  that  democratic  insti- 
tutions would  at  once  sweep  away  all  social  miseries.  The  upper  and  middle 
dassea  opposed  all  changes,  in  the  belief  that  the  preservation  of  existing 
institutions,  however  decayed  and  imperfect,  was  necessary  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  security  of  property.  There  were,  nevertheless,  many  of  the 
wealthy  and  educated  classes  who,  in  1817,  thought,  as  Mr.  Wilberforce 
then  thought,  when  he  wrote,  "  I  continue  friendly  to  the  moderate,  gradual, 
and  almost  insensibly  operating  Parliamentary  Beform,  which  was  last 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Pitt ; "  *  but  who,  nevertheless,  were  "  adverse  to  the 
measure,'*  on  account  of  the  character  of  its  advocates  and  their  followers. 
The  reciprocal  distrust  of  reformers  and  anti-reformers  must  have  ended  in  a 
convulsion,  had  not  alarm  and  violence  gradually  shrunk  before  a  growing 
intelligence.  The  English  mind  had  been  trained  by  its  historical  experience 
to  know  that  all  the  triumphs  of  liberty  had  been  wen  quietly  and  legally. 
The  time  was  not  far  distant  when  this  forbearance  would  have  its  reward. 

Amidst  the  democratic  agitations  of  1817,  which  necessarily  produced  a 
corresponding  violence  in  the  tone  of  political  parties,  it  is  pleasant  to  turn 
to  an  "  affecting,  improving,  and  most  memorable  scene  "  f  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  on  the  3rd  of  March.  Francis  Horner  had  closed  his  valuable 
and  blameless  life  at  Pisa  on  the  6th  of  February.  Lord  Morpeth,  in  moving 
a  new  writ  fur  the  borough  of  St.  Mawes,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Horner, 
delivered  what  Macintosh  describes  as  '^  a  speech  so  perfect,  that  it  might 
have  been  well  placed  as  a  passage  in  the  most  elegant  English  writer.*'     In 

*  "  Life  of  Wilberfoitje,"  voL  iv.  p.  315. 

t  Sir  James  Macintosh — Diary,  in  his  *'  Life,"  vol.  ii.  p.  339. 
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the  eulogies  upon  this  BtateBman,  so  prematurelj  cut  off  from  that  career 
which  opened  the  widest  expectations  of  his  future  eminence,  the  leadiDg 
men  of  all  parties  concurred,  in  a  spirit  which  was  calcuUted  to  inspire  hope 
and  confidence  amidst  the  fears  and  doubts  of  that  gloomy  time.  "  Never  was 
so  much  honour  paid  in  any  age  or  nation  to  intrinsic  claims  alone.  A  Howard 
introduced,  and  an  English  House  of  Commons  adopted,  the  proposition  of 
thus  honounng  the  memory  of  a  man  of  thirty-eight,  the  son  of  a  shopkeeper, 
who*  never  filled  an  office,  or  had  the  power  of  obliging  a  living  creature,  and 
whose  grand  title  to  this  distinction  was  the  belief  of  his  virtue.  How 
honourable  to  the  age  and  to  the  House !  A  country  where  such  sentiments 
prevail  is  not  ripe  for  destruction.'*  ♦ 

•  Sir  James  Macintosh — Diary,  in  his  "  Life,"  vol.  ii.  p.  389. 
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CHAPTER   VI. 

Death  of  the  Princess  Charlotte — Illness  of  the  Regent— Causes  of  his  gloom  and  irritation — 
Opening  of  Parliament— Bill  of  Indemnity — The  Petition  of  Ogden — Mr.  Canning — Sir  P. 
Bordett  proposes  a  plan  of  Parliamentary  Reform — Parliament  dissolved — Death  of  Sir  S. 
Romilly — Death  of  Queen  Charlotte — Evacuation  of  France  by  the  Allied  troops — Meeting 
of  the  New  Parliament — Duke  of  York  the  Custos  of  the  King — Act  for  Resumption  of 
Gash  Payments — Sir  James  Macintoshes  motion  on  the  Criminal  Laws — Last  edTorts  of  Mr. 
Orattan  for  Catholic  Emancipation'— Agitation  for  Reform — The  Manchester  Massacre,  so 
called— The  Six  Acts— Death  of  the  Duke  of  Kent— Death  of  George  IIL 

FoBTT-rouB  years  ago,  "  without  the  sh'ghtest  warniDg,  without  the  oppor- 
tunity of  a  moment's  immediate  preparation,  in  the  midst  of  the  deepest 
tranquillity,  at  midnight  a  voice  was  heard  in  the  palace,  not  of  singing  men 
and  singing  women,  not  of  revelry  and  mirth,  but  the  cry,  Behold,  the  bride- 
groom Cometh."  ♦  The  death  of  the  Presumptive  Heiress  of  the  British 
Crown,  on  the  6th  of  November,  after  the  birth  of  a  dead  child,  was  the  great 
CTent  in  the  domestic  history  of  18]  7.  Never  was  a  whole  nation  plunged  in 
such  deep  and  universal  grief.  From  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  this  death  was 
felt  as  a  calamity  that  demanded  the  intense  sorrow  of  domestic  misfortune. 
Around  every  fireside  there  were  suppressed  tears  and  bitter  remembrances. 
The  most  solemn  disclaimer  was  uttered,  through  this  universal  mourning,  of  . 
the  calumny  against  the  people  that  they  were  desirous  of  a  vital  change 


*  Robert  Hairs  Faneral  Sermon. 
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in  tbeir  laws  and  institutions.  WbateTer  might  be  tbeir  complaints,  ihej 
showed,  on  this  occasion,  that  their  attachment  to  a  constitutional  monarchy 
was  undiminished  by  factious  contests  or  real  grievances  ;  and  that  they  looked 
with  exulting  hopes  to  the  days  when  a  patriot  Queen  should  diffuse  the 
sunlight  of  just  government  through  every  corner  of  a  prosperous  and  happy 
land. 

The  Princess  Charlotte  seemed  bom  to  build  up  for  generations  the  suc- 
cession to  the  British  Crown,  by  calling  around  her  own  person  the  warmest 
devotion  of  ^  zealous  but  a  reflecting  people.  The  nation  exulted  in  the 
maturity  of  her  person  and  her  mind.  She  stood,  as  was  hoped  amongst  her 
future  subjects,  a  beautiful,  an  accomplished,  a  noble-hearted  woman.  She 
had  wisely  asserted  her  own  riglit  to  choose  for  herself  in  the  most  important 
action  of  her  life.  The  nation  hailed  and  reverenced  her  motives.  The  Prince 
of  her  choice  brought  neither  extent  of  territory  nor  continental  influence  ; 
but  he  brought  an  active,  Arm,  inquiring  mind,  and  an  amiable  temper. 
In  the  retirement  of  Claremont,  they  lived  calmly  and  unobtrusively,  in  that 
enviable  tranquillity  which  is  so  congenial  to  British  feeling.  The  public 
sympathy  with  the  husband  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  upon  his  great  bereave- 
ment is  well  characterized  by  Southey  in  a  private  letter:  **  The  manner  in 
which  I  have  heard  Prince  Leopold  spoken  of  on  the  occasion  impressed  me 
a  good  deal.  He  was  called  '  poor  man '  and  '  poor  feUow*  His  affliction 
has  brought  him  down  to  our  level,  and  rank  was  forgotten  in  the  sympathy 
of  humanity."  • 

Since  the  death  of  the  Princess  Charlotte,  the  Prince  Begent  had  been 
seriously  indisposed,  and  for  a  short  time  his  life  was  considered  in  danger.  He 
was  not  a  hard-hearted  though  he  was  a  selfish  man,  and  the  sudden  calamity 
appears  to  have  had  a  greater  influence  upon  his  health  and  spirits  than  might 
have  been  expected  by  those  who  judged  that  there  had  been  no  great  affection 
between  the  father  and  daughter.  In  the  "  Autobiography  of  Miss  Knight, 
Lady  Companion  to  the  Princess  Charlotte,**  there  are  many  curious  details  of 
unpleasant  passages  in  the  intercourse  of  the  Begent  and  the  Princess,  some 
of  which  had  acquired  an  awkward  publicity  at  the  period  of  their  occurrence. 
In  the  unhappy  position  of  the  father  and  the  mother  of  the  Princess  there 
was  a  natural  source  of  irritation ;  and  the  restrictions  which  were  placed 
upon  the  intercourse  of  the  daughter  with  the  mother  were  in  themselves 
galling  to  a  young  woman  of  strong  affections  and  high  spirit.  In  the 
enforcement  of  these  restrictions  the  public  sympathized  with  the  two  royal 
ladies ;  and  manifested  little  respect  for  the  support  which  the  Prince  Begent 
received  when,  in  1813,  he  placed  before  the  Privy  Council  all  the  documents 
relative  to  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Princess  of  Wales  in  1806. 
He  then  obtained  an  opinion,  that,  with  reference  to  the  welfare  of  the 
Princess  Charlotte  and  the  most  important  interests  of  the  State,  the  inter- 
course between  the  mother'and  the  daughter  should  continue  to  be  subject 
to  regulation  and  restraint.  The  dissension  became  serious  upon  the  refusal 
of  the  Princess  Charlotte  to  marry  the  Prince  of  Orange.  The  impulsiveness 
of  the  Princess  Charlotte's  character  was  manifested  when,  in  July,  1814, 


'  Memoirs  of  Sir  William  Knighton,"  by  Lady  Knigliton,  vol.  L  p.  181. 
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sbe  fled  from  Warwick  House,  her  own  residence,  to  the  house  of  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  in  the  belief  that  she  was  about  to  be  subjected  to  more 
coercion  and  to  a  stricter  surveillance  than  she  bad  yet  endured.  tMiss 
Knight  says,  '*  It  is  possible  that  when  Priucess  Charlotte  was  a  child,  her 
temper  might  have,  been  violent  and  headstrong,  and  the  world  held  that 
opinion  when  she  was  grown  up.  I  never  saw  anything  of  this  violence  or 
obstinacj.  Much  agitation,  nervous  uneasiness,  and  sometimes  nervous 
impatience, — all  this  I  observed,  and  sometimes  to  such  a  degree  as  to  injure 
her  health.  As  a  proof  of  this,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  she  was  so  much 
afraid  of  her  father,  that  when  she  had  seen  him,  or  expected  him,  she 
stuttered  exceedingly,  which  she  never  did  at  times  when  there  was  nothing 
particular  to  agitate  her.*'*  Placed  under  happier  circumstances  by  her  union 
with  a  man  of  extraordinary  good  sense  and  prudence,  the  nation  hoped  that, 
although  one  cause  of  previous  unhappiness  still  existed  in  full  force,  there 
would  be  no  manifestation  of  those  dissensions  which,  in  former  days,  had 
rendered  the  position  of  the  sovereign  and  of  the  heir-apparent  one  of  mutual 
misery  and  of  public  a^ndal. 

The  national  expression  of  feeling  upon  the  death  of  the  Princess 
Charlotte  was  termed  by  lord  Dudley  "exaggerated  lamentation;"  and  he 
thought  that  it  "  could  not  but  be,  from  its  obvious  purport,  offensive  to  the 
other  branches  of  the  Eoyal  family."  t  It  certainly  might  have  been 
offensive  to  the  Begent ;  for  the  strong  national  expression  of  hope  in  a 
future  reign  presented  a  forcible  contrast  to  the  small  measure  of  enthusiasm 
towards  him  who  was  in  the  actual  exercise  of  the  sovereign  power.  But 
beyond  this,  there  was  a  more  direct  cause  of  the  Prince  ^Regent's  depression 
of  spirits— the  scandals  that  had  reached  him  respecting  the  Princess  of 
Wales.  The  only  remedy  for  his  gloom  and  irritation  "  was  beset  with  so 
many  difficulties,  that  his  Ministers  shrunk  from  the  responsibility  of 
advising  it,  though  he  grew  daily  more  urgent  for  them  to  attempt  it  at 
any  risk."  J  On  the  1st  of  January  the  Prince  Eegent  wrote  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  "  Ton  cannot  be  surprised  (much  difficulty  in  point  of  delicacy 
being  now  set  aside  in  my  mind  by  the  late  melancholy  event  which  has 
taken  place  in  my  family),  if  I  turn  my  whole  thoughts  to  the  endeavouring 
to  extricate  myself  from  the  cruellest,  as  well  as  the  most  unjust,  predicament^ 
that  ever  even  the  lowest  individual,  much  more  a  Prince,  ever  was  placed 
in,  by  unshackling  myself  from  a  woman  who,"  &c.  &c.§  Mr.  Premantle,  the 
gossiping  correspondent  of  the  marquess  of  Buckingham,  asBigns  as  a  reason 
for  the  Begent  not  opening  the  Parliament  in  person,  on  the  27th  of  January, 
**  that  aUusion  must  be  made  in  the  Speech  to  the  death  of  the  Princess  Char- 
lotte, which  he  cannot  bear."||  Lord  Dudley  considered  that,  in  the  Speech 
composed  fortho  Prince  Begent,  he  could  distinguish  somewhat  of  that  feeling 
which  'Hhe  exaggerated  lamentation"  for  the  Princess  was  calculated  to  excite: 
"  The  mention  of  her  is  rather  dry — sulky  rather  than  sad." 


*  "Autobiography  of  Miss  Conielia  Knight,"  vol.  ii.  pp.  88,  1861. 

t  "LGttera,"p.  195. 

t  Dnke  of  Buckingham— "Coart  of  Bngland  during  the  Begency,"  vol.  IL  p.  202. 

$  "Life  of  Lord  Bldon,"  vol.  ii.  p.  305. 

I  "Court  of  Bogland  during  the  Begeucy,"  vol.  iL  p.  202. 
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The  general  tone  of  tbe  Eoyal  Speech  was  hopeful  and  confiding.     Improve- 
ment in  every  branch  of  domestic  industry,  and  the  state  of  public  credit, 
wer^proofs  that  the  difficulties  under  which  the  country  had  been  labouring 
were  to  be  ascribed  to  temporary  causes.     So  important  a  change  could  not 
fail   to  withdraw  from  the  disafiected   the  principal  means  of  fomenting; 
a  spirit  of  discontent.     The  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  country  had  been 
restored.     The  confidence  thus  expressed  by  the  Grovemment  was  supported 
by  the  announcement  of  their  intention  of  bringing  in  a  bill  for  the  immediate 
repeal  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Suspension  Act.  The  chief  business  of  the  Oppo- 
sition was  therefore  to  contend  against  the  mode  in  which  the  Ministers  had 
exercised  their  extraordinary  powers,  and  to  argue  that  no  necessity  had  ever 
arisen  for  granting  those  powers.     The   discussion  on  these  topics  was 
initiated  in  both  Houses  by  the  Ministers  themselves.     Papers  relative  to 
the  recent  state  of  the  country  were  presented  on  the  2nd  of  February. 
Committees  were  appointed  to  report  upon  them,  and  the  Eeports  of  the 
Lords  and  Commons  were  presented  towards  the  end  of  the  month.     The 
Beports  went  to  completely  justify  the  necessity  for  extraordinary  measures, 
and  to  prove  the  discretion  and  moderation  of  the  Government  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  powers  vested  in  it  by  the  two  Acts  of  the  last  Session.     It  was 
somewhat  contrary  to  the  general  tenor  of  these  Eeports,  that  they  expressed 
a  decided  opinion  that  the  great  body  of  the  people  had  remained  unsedueed 
by  the  designs  of  the  disafiected,  even  in  the  most  disturbed  districts,  and  at 
the  periods  of  the  greatest  distress.     The  Eeports  produced  little  debate, 
but  the  discussions  were  repeated  and  vehement  upon  ''  A  Bill  for  Indem- 
nifying Persons  who,  since  the  26th  of  January,  1817,  have  acted  in  appre- 
hending, imprisoning,  or  detaining  in  custody,  persons  suspected  of  high 
treason,  or  treasonable  practices,  and  in  the  suppression  of  tumultuous  and 
unlawful  assemblies."     On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  on  this 
Bill,  Mr.  Canning  uttered  five  words,  which  long  had  the  effect  of  inducing  a 
belief  that   he  regarded  the  sufferings  of  the  humble  with  cold-blooded 
indiff*erence,  and  made  a  jest  of  their  misfortunes.     One  of  three  petitioners, 
who  complained  of  severities  which  they  endured  whilst  under  confinement, 
was  described  by  Canning  as  "the  revered  and  ruptured   Ogden.**     In 
Hansard's  Parliamentary  Debates  the  words  are  given  as  "  the  ever  to  be 
revered  and  unhappy  Ogden."  •     There  appears  to  be  little  doubt,  that  the 
words  which  his  enemies   ascribed  to  Canning  were  the  words  which  he 
used.    But  in  the  same  sentence  in  which  he  employed  the  unfortunate 
alliteration,  he  exposed  the  shameful  mendacity  of  the  petition  which  had 
been  got  up  for  Ogden,  which  affirmed  that  hernia  had  been  caused  by 
the  weight  of  his  irons,  when  he  had  suffered  from  the  affliction  during  eight 
years,  and  was  cured  whilst  in  confinement,  having  written  to  his  relatives 
and  friends  to  express  the  delight  he  felt  in  being  made  a  new  man  again. 
Amongst  the  most  virulent  of  the  attacks  upon  Mr.  Canning  for  his  some- 
what imprudent  expression,  was  an  anonymous  pamphlet,  "  which  he  con- 
sidered as  suggestive  of  his  assassination,"  and  of  which  he  "  was  always  fully 
persuaded  that  Mr.  Hobhouse  was  the  author."  t    A  fashion,  now  happily 

*  Hansard,  vol.  xxxtH.  col.  1026. 

t  Stapleton — '*  George  Canning  and  bis  Timee,'*  p.  246. 
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past  with  regard  to  all  dasses,  was  at  that  time,  for  men  fiUinf^  the  highest 
offices  in  the  State,  to  settle  attacks  upon  their  persoiud  honour  by  the 
arbitrement  of  a  duel.  To  provoke  a  duel,  Canning  wrote  to  the  anonymous 
author  of  the  pamphlet,  "  jou  are  a  liar  and  a  slanderer,  and  want  courage 
only  to  be  an  ajssassin."  The  writer  of  the  pamphlet  acknowledged  the 
letter,  but  declined  to  remove  the  mask. 

The  question  of  Parliamentary  Beform,  which  had  slept  for  ten  years,  as 
far  as  Parliament  was  concerned,  was  revived  in  the  House  of  Commons  by 
sir  Francis  Burdett.  In  1809  he  had  proposed  that  every  county  should  be 
divided  into  electoral  districts,  each  returning  one  member;  and  that  the 
franchise  should  be  vested  in  the  taxed  male  population.  Fifteen  members 
then  supported  this  motion.  In  1818  sir  Francis  Burdett,  in  accordance 
with  the  views  of  the  Hampden  Club,  of  which  he  was  the  chairman,  brought 
forward  resolutions  for  universal  male  suffrage,  equal  electoral  districts,  vote 
by  ballot,  and  annual  parliaments.  Sir  Francis  restricted  his  proposal  to 
male  suffrage,  although  many  of  the  Beform  Associations  were  composed  of 
▼omen  as  well  as  of  men.  In  the  session  of  1818  the  seconder  of  the  reso* 
lutions,  lord  Cochrane,  was  their  only  supporter  on  the  division,  in  addition 
to  the  mover.  The  advocates  of  Beform  out  of  doors  were  damaging  a  cause 
which  had  once  had  the  support  of  Pitt  and  Fox,  of  Orey  and  Erskine. 
Moderate  men  had  begun  to  wish  that  the  cause  was  in  better  hands  than 
the  violent  advocates  of  the  same  principle  that  Burdett  hlid  announced. 
Sydney  Smith,  in  1819,  wrote  to  Francis  Jeffrey,  "  I  am  doubtful  whether  it 
is  not  ffour  duty  and  my  duty  to  become  moderate  Beformers,  to  keep  off 
WOTse."  * 

In  this  session  messages  from  the  Begent  were  delivered  to  both  Houses, 
amiounciug  that  treaties  of  marriage  were  in  negotiation  between  the  duke 
of  Ckrence  and  the  Princess  Adelaide  Louisa  Theresa  Caroline  Amelia  of 
Saxe  Meiningen;  also  between  the  duke  of  Cambridge  and  the  Princess 
Augusta  Wilhelmina  Louisa  of  Hesse ;  also  announcing  that  the  Prince 
Eegent  had  given  his  consent  to  a  marriage  between  the  duke  of  Kent  and 
ber  Serene  Highness  Mary  Louisa  Victoria,  daughter  of  the  duke  of  Saxe 
Cobourg  Saalfeld,  widow  of  Enrich  Charles  Prince  of  Leiningen,  and  sister 
of  Prince  Leopold*  There  were  long  debates  as  to  the  sums  to  be  voted  by 
Parliament  in  consequence  of  these  projected  alliances.  The  marriage  of  the 
duke  of  Cambridge  was  solemnised  on  the' 1st  of  June;  those  of  the  duke 
of  Clarence  and  the  duke  of  Kent  on  the  ISth  of  July.  The  daughter  of 
the  fourth  son  of  George  III.,  by  his  marriage  with  the  sister  of  Prince 
Leopold,  was  bom  on  the  24th  of  May,  1819.  It  is  a  remarkable  example 
of  the  vanity  of  human  fears,  that  the  people  who  wept,  as  a  people  without 
hope,  for  the  decease  of  Charlotte  Augusta,  should  have  realized  through  her 
premature  death  precisely  such  a  female  reign,  of  just  and  mild  government, 
of  domestic  virtues,  of  generous  sympathy  with  popular  rights,  of  bold  and 
liberal  encouragement  of  sound  improvement,  as  they  had  associated  with 
her  probable  career, — a  reign  more  congenial  to  the  spontaneous  love  of  the 
people  than  they  could  have  thought,  in  that  season  of  disquiet,  was  a  possible 
blessing  to  be  reaehed  in  a  few  coming  years. 

*  "  Memoir  of  Sydney  Snith,"  tqL  ii  p.  181. 
Tou  vm.  *r^  T 
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On  the  lOfch  of  June  the  Prince  Begent  announced  from  the  throne  his 
intention  forthwith  to  diasolYe  the  Parliament.  The  word  prorogation  was 
not  mentioned.  At  the  close  of  the  rojal  speech  the  Lord  Chancellor 
in  formal  terms  notified  the  will  and  pleasure  of  his  Bojal  Highness  "that 
this  Parliament  be  now  dissolved,  and  this  Parliament  is  dissolved  accord- 
ingly." When  the  Commons  returned  to  their  House,  Mr.  Manners  Sutton, 
the  late  Speaker,  offered  to  read  the  speech  at  the  table,  as  is  usual  after 
a  prorogation.  Mr.  Tiemey  objected  to  any  such  proceeding,  as  implying 
some  approbation  of  this  mode  of  dissolution,  which  he  considered  as  an 
insult  to  Parliament.  Mr.  Manners  Sutton  said  that  this  was  a  case  in  which 
there  was  no  precedent,  there  having  been  no  such  dissolution  since  that  of 
the  Oxford  Parliament  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  The  motive  for  this 
extraordinary  proceeding  was,  apparently,  that  no  delay  should  arise  in 
summoning  a  new  Parliament.  It  had  been  a  stormy  session ;  and  it  was 
not  desirable  in  the  view  of  the  ministry,  that  the  same  Parliament  should 
re-assemble  in  consequence  of  the  demise  of  the  Crown,  which  then  appeared 
to  be  an  event  very  likely  speedily  to  happen.  The  Proclamation  for  calling 
a  new  Parliament  was  issued  the  same  day  as  that  on  which  the  dissolution 
took  place.  The  writs  for  the  new  Parliament  were  made  returnable  on  the 
4i;h  of  August. 

The  elections  were  all  over  by  the  middle  of  July.  Sydney  Smith  wrote 
to  Earl  &rey,  '*  I  congratulate  you  on  the  general  turn  of  the  elections,  and 
the  serious  accession  of  strength  to  the  Whigs."  There  probably  never 
was  a  general  election  in  which  there  was  a  more  revolting  display  of 
the  violence  which  too  often  attended  protracted  contests.  In  West- 
minster, the  government  candidate,  sir  Murray  Maxwell,  a  distinguished 
naval  officer,  was  nearly  killed  by  the  brutality  of  the  mob,  who  were  out- 
rageous  that  he  stood  before  Burdett  on  the  poll.  In  this  stronghold  of 
popular  opinions,  it  was  creditable  to  the  good  sense  of  the  middle  classes 
that  Somilly  was  returned  with  Burdett,  and  that  Hunt,  who  continued  the 
contest  to  the  end  of  the  fifteen  days  allowed  by  law,  had  only  eighty-four 
votes.  Eomiliy's  high  character  secured  him  a  triumphant  return  at  the 
head  of  the  poll,  though  he  had  not  spent  a  shilling,  nor  solicited  a  vote,  nor 
made  his  appearance  on  the  hustings.  He  never  took  that  place  in  Parliament 
which  the  revercDce  of  his  fellow  citisens  had  awarded  him.  On  the  29th  of 
October  he  lost  his  wife,  to  whom  he  was  most  tenderly  attached.  In  a 
paroxysm  of  insanity  he  died  by  his  own  hand  on  the  2nd  of  November. 

On  the  17th  of  November  took  place  the  death  of  Queen  Charlotte,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five.  Por  fifty-seven  years  she  had  shared  the  political  anxieties, 
and  watched  over  the  mental  aberrations  of  the  King,  who  had  since  1811 
ceased  to  be  conscious  of  the  sympathy  of  wife  or  child.  Under  the  Begency 
Bill  she  was  appointed  the  Gustos  of  the  king's  person.  During  the  Eegency 
she  had  presided  over  the  Court  ceremonies  with  the  same  decorum  which  she 
had  always  maintained,  and  which  did  something  to  preserve  the  appearance 
of  virtue,  however  the  reality  might  be  sacrificed  in  royal  retreats  which  her 
scrupulous  eye  might  not  care  to  explore.  Bichard  Bush,  the  plenipoten- 
tiary from  the  United  States,  who  was  presented  to  her  Majesty  in  the 
February  preceding  her  decease,  describes  her  deportment  with  a  strong 
feeling  of  respect :  '*  During  the  whole  interview  there  was  a  benignity  in  her 
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manner,  which^  in  union  with  her  age  and  rank,  was  both  attractive  and 
touching."  ♦ 

At  the  Congress  of  the  Allied  Sovereigns  and  of  the  ministers  of  the 
eeveral  powers,  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  the  duke  of  Wellington,  associated  with 
Lord  Castlereagh,  represented  Great  Britain.  The  onlj  object  of  the 
Congress  was  to  determine  with  regard  to  the  continued  occupation  of  the 
Jrench  territory  by  the  troops  of  the  Allies,  of  which  Wellington  was 
generalissimo.  On  the  2Qd  of  October,  the  evacuation  was  unanimously 
agreed  upon.  By  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  the  possible  occupation  had  been 
jfixed  at  five  years.  « The  fears  of  the  more  timid  of  the  French  Boyalists 
inclined  the  representatives  of  the  continental  powers,  with  the  exception  of 
fiussia,  to  prolong  the  occupation  for  the  whole  term.  Louis  XYIII.  and 
his  ministry  had  more  confidence  in  the  security  which  had  been  established, 
•during  the  three  years  which  had  sufficed  to  restrain  any  attempt  to  shake 
'the  goYemment  by  popular  violence.  The  duke  of  Wellington  was  satisfied 
with  the  state  of  things  which  he  had  witnessed  during  that  period.  A 
French  historian  says  that  sufficient  justice  had  not  been  done  to  the  duke, 
-"  for  the  liberal  and  faithful  manner  in  which  he  protected  the  interests  of 

France  throughout  all  the  negotiations  with  foreign  powers, He 

was  of  opinion  that  this  measure  of  precaution  ought  to  cease,  seeing  that 
Franoe  had  not  only  duly  discharged  her  stipulated  payments,  but  that  her 
government  appeared  to  present  the  character  of  order  and  duration."  t 

The  members  of  the  new  Parliament  having  assembled  on  the  14th  of 
January,  and  Mr.  Manners  Sutton  having  been  re-elected  Speaker,  the 
Prince  Begent*s  speech  was  delivered  by  commission  on  the  2l8t.  The  most 
important  passage  in  that  speech  was  in  connection  with  the  announcement 
of  the  death  of  the  Queen : — "  His  Boyal  Highness  has  commanded  us  to 
direct  your  attention  to  the  consideration  of  such  measures  as  this  melancholy 
event  has  rendered  necessary  and  expedient  with  respect  to  the  care  of  his 
Majesty's  sacred  person."  This  was  the  preliminary  to  a  Bill  appointing  the 
duke  of  York  as  a  successor  to  the  Queen  in  the  of&ce  of  the  King's  Custos. 
In  a  committee  on  the  Civil  List  it  was  proposed  that  the  sum  of  10,000/.,  which 
her  Majesty  had  received  on  account  of  this  office,  should  be  continued  to  the 
•duke  of  York.  The  Windsor  establishment  was  proposed  to  be  reduced 
from  100,0002.  to  50,000/.  The  motion  of  Mr.  Tiemey,  that  these  charges 
abould  be  defrayed  out  of  the  privy  purse,  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  95. 
The  proposed  allowance  to  the  duke  of  York  was  the  subject  of  continued 
and  animated  debate.  The  repugnance  to  this  measure  was  not  confined  to 
the  ordinary  parliamentary  Opposition.  Lord  Qrenville  thought  that  there 
was  ^  something  very  revolting  in  paying  a  sum  of  10,000/.  per  annum  to 
fiiuperintend  the  condition  of  his  father,  that  father  being  the  sovereign  of  the 
country."  X  H®  ^^  apprehensive  that  this  would  be  a  very  general  feeling. 
Sydney  Smith  did  not  probably  express  himself  too  strongly,  after  the  House, 
on  the  22nd  of  March,  had  divided  upon  the  question,  that  the  clause  grant- 
ing 10,000/.  a  year  to  the  duke  of  York  should  stand  as  part  of  the  Boyal 

•  '*ResideiiceatiheCoiirtof  London,**  p.  184.  ;:-'.- 

t  Capefigne — *'  Histoire  de  la  Bastsuration/'  tome  i.  p.  478. 

X  "Coiirt  of  Bngland  during  the  Regency,"  toI.  ii.  p.  316.  ^-^  , 
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Household  Bill,  and  the  majority  for  the  clause  had  been  69  : — "  Tou  see 
this  spirited  House  of  Commons  knows  how  to  demean  itself  when  any  solid 
act  of  baseness,  such  as  the  10,000/.  to  the  duke  of  York,  is  in  agitation.'** 
Mr.  Charles  Williams  Wynn,  in  a  letter  to  the  marquess  of  Buckingham, 
shows  that  there  were  other  reasons  for  this  measure  than  the  desire  to  put 
a  large  sum  into  the  somewhat  empty  pockets  of  the  king's  son : — "  The 
duke  of  York's  anirious  wish  was  to  have  avoided  the  question,  by  declining 
all  salary ;  but  general  Grenville  says,  '  the  Begent  compelled  him  to  take 
it.'  And  one  of  the  duke's  most  intimate  friends,  who  came  down  to  vote 
for  him  last  night,  told  Phillimore,  in  confidence,  that  the  answer  to  the 
duke's  request  was,  *  So,  sir !  you  want  to  be  popular  at  our  expense.' ''  t 

The  state  of  the  currency,  and  the  question  of  the  resumption  of  cash 
payments,  were  subjects  of  paramount  importance  in  the  deliberations  of  this 
session.  Secret  Committees  of  both  Houses  had  been  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  Bank  of  England.  Early  in  April  both  committees 
presented  Beports,  recommending  that  a  Bill  should  be  forthwith  passed  to 
prohibit  the  continuance  of  the  payment  in  gold  by  the  Bank  of  their  notes 
issued  previous  to  the  1st  of  January,  1817,  in  conformity  with  the  voluntary 
notice  to  that  effect  of  the  directors.  The  circulation  of  these  notes  having 
been  unusually  large,  and  the  price  of  gold  being  about  3  per  cent,  above 
that  of  paper,  six  or  seven  millions  had  been  rapidly  withdrawn  from  the 
Bank  coffers.  It  was  stated  in  the  Beports  of  the  Committees  that  the 
measure  which  they  recommended  had  for  its  object  to  facilitate  the  final  and 
complete  restoration  of  cash  payments.  Mr.  Peel,  who  had  been  first  re- 
turned to  Parliament  in  1809,  and  who  was  now,  at  the  age  of  thirty-one,, 
member  for  the  University  of  Oxford,  was  chosen  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  currency  question.  He  then  filled  no  office 
under  government.  In  the  agitation  of  this  question  he  first  signally  mani- 
fested that  remarkable  quality  of  mind  which  led  to  the  most  important 
results  of  his  statesmanship.  Early  in  February  Mr.  Wynn  wrote,  "  Peel,^ 
who  is  the  chairman  of  the  Bank  Committee,  professes,  I  find,  to  have  as  yet 
formed  no  opinion  on  the  subject,  but  to  be  open  to  conviction ;  and  the  same 
is  the  language  of  the  duke  of  Wellington."  %  On  the  24th  of  May  the  minis- 
terial resolutions  were  proposed  to  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  PeeL 
The  Besolution  which  he  had  to  submit  to  the  House  had  been  adopted 
unanimously  by  the  Committee.  In  consequence  of  the  evidence  before  the 
Committee,  and  the  discussions  upon  it,  his  opinion  with  regard  to  this 
question  had  undergone  a  material  change.  "  He  was  ready  to  avow,  with- 
out shame  or  remorse,  that  he  went  into  the  Committee  with  a  very  different 
opinion  from  that  which  he  at  present  entertained ;  for  his  views  of  the 
subject  were  most  materially  different  when  he  voted  against  the  resolutions 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Horner  in  1811,  as  the  chairman  of  the  Bullion 
Committee.  .  .  .  He  now,  with  Very  little  modification,  concurred  in 
the  principles  laid  down  in  the  fourteen  first  resolutions  submitted  to  the 
House  by  that  very  able  and  much  lamented  individual.     He  conceived  them 

-:»;*:  •  "Memoir  of  Sydney  Smith,"  toI.  ii.  p.  177. 
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to  represent  the  true  nature  and  laws  of  our  monetary  system."  *  Founded 
upon  the  resolution  thus  proposed,  the  Act  for  the  gradual  resumption  of 
cagih  payments,  commonly  known  as  Peel's  Act,  was  passed  on  the  28rd  of 
June.  By  this  measure  the  restriction  upon  cash  payments  was  continued 
until  Pebruary,  1820 ;  and  it  was  provided  that  from  the  Ist  of  February  to 
the  Ist  of  October,  the  public  should  be  entitled  to  demand  payment  of 
notes  in  gold  bullion,  in  quantities  of  not  less  than  sixty  ounces,  at  the  rate 
of  81s.  per  ounce ;  and  that  the  same  mode  of  payment  in  bullion,  at  a 
gradually  reduced  rate  per  ounce,  should  continue  till  the  1st  of  May,  1822, 
after  which  date  current  gold  coin  of  the  reahn  might  be  demanded  in  ex- 
change for  notes.  The  Bank  anticipated  this  period,  resuming  the  payment 
of  its  notes  in  specie  on  the  Ist  of  May,  1821. 

It  was  in  this  Session  of  Parliament  that  sir  James  Mackintosh  succeeded 
to  a  great  trust  which  devolved  upon  him  by  the  death  of  sir  Samuel  Bomilly — 
the  advocacy  of  amendment  in  the  criminal  laws.  On  the  2nd  of  March, 
he  moved  for  a  Select  Committee  ^'to  consider  of  so  much  of  the 
Criminal  Laws  as  relates  to  capital  punishment  in  felonies."  He  did  not 
propose,  he  said,  to  form  a  new  criminal  code,  nor  to  suggest  the  abolition  of 
the  punishment  of  death,  nor  to  take  away  the  right  of  pardon  from  the 
crown  ;  he  did  not  aim  at  realizing  any  universal  principle.  His  object  was 
to  bring  the  letter  of  the  law  more  near  to  its  practice,  under  which  the 
remission  of  the  law  formed  the  rule  and  the  execution  the  exception.  "  It 
is  one  of  the  greatest  evils  which  can  befal  a  country  when  the  criminal  law 
and  the  virtuous  feeling  of  the  community  are  in  hostility  to  each  other. 
They  cannot  be  long  at  variance  without  injury  to  one,  perhaps  to  both.  One 
of  my  objects  is,  to  approximate  them ;  to  make  good  men  the  anxious  sup- 
porters of  the  criminal  law,  and  to  restore,  if  it  has  been  injured,  that  zealous 
attachment  to  the  law  in  general,  which,  even  in  the  most  tempestuous  times 
of  our  history,  has  distinguished  the  people  of  England  among  the  nations  of 
the  world."  f  The  proposition  of  sir  James  Mackintosh  was  opposed  by  the 
government ;  but,  upon  a  division,  the  numbers  in  favour  of  the  motion  were 
147 ;  against  it,  128.  The  Beport  of  the  Committee  recommended  the  repeal 
of  many  capital  punishments.  Six  bills,  embodying  some  of  these  recom- 
mendations, were  introduced  by  Mackintosh  in  the  Session  of  1820. 

The  determination  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  stand,  without  yielding  an 
inch,  upon  the  ancient  ways,  was  put  to  the  test  by  a  remarkable  occurrence 
in  1818.  In  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  the  celebrated  case  of  Ashford 
and  Thornton,  an  "  appeal  of  murder  "  was  prosecuted,  which  involved  such  a 
*^  trial  by  battle  "  as  Shakspere  has  exhibited  between  "  the  armourer  and  his 
man."  %  Lord  Campbell  says,  as  regards  the  appeal  of  murder  in  1818,  "  I 
myself  saw  the  appellee,  on  being  required  to  plead,  throw  down  his  gauntlet 
on  the  floor,  and  insist  on  clearing  his  innocence  by  battle — as  the  judges 
held  he  was  entitled  to  do."  Lord  Campbell  adds,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of 
many  great  lawyers  that  this  appeal  of  murder,  which  might  be  brought  after 
an  acquittal  before  a  jury,  and  in  which  the  Crown  had  no  power  to  pardon, 
a  glorious  badge  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Englishmen.     "  Yet 
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Lord  Chancellor  Eldon,  to  the  amazement  of  the  House  of  Peers  and  of  the 
public,  moved  the  second  reading  of  a  Bill,  sent  up  by  the  Commons,  to 
reform  those  practices,  which  he  described  as  abuses,  and,  notwithstanding 
their  antiquity,  attacked  in  the  most  unsparing  manner."  •  The  conversion 
of  lord  Eldon  to  the  support  of  any  legal  innovation  was  the  more  remarkable, 
inasmuch  as  he  was  opposed  to  a  great  popular  authority,  the  Common 
Coimcil  of  the  City  of  London,  who  petitioned  Parliament  that  the  people 
might  not  be  deprived  of  their  ancient  and  undoubted  right  of  appeal  in 
criminal  cases. 

In  this  session,  the  question  of  Parliamentary  Eeform  was  again  agitated 
by  sir  Francis  Burdett.  He  proposed  that,  early  in  the  next  session,  the 
House  should  take  into  its  consideration  the  state  of  the  representation. 
The  occasion  was  remarkable  for  the  first  declaration  of  the  opinions  of  lord 
John  Bussell,  who  had  entered  the  House  of  Commons  in  181E,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one.  Lord  John  did  not  agree  with  those  who  opposed  all  and  every 
system  of  Beform.  He  agreed  in  the  propriety  of  disfranchising  such 
boroughs  as  were  notoriously  corrupt ;  he  would  restrict  the  duration  of  Par- 
liament to  three  years.  "  He  could  not,  however,  pledge  himself  to  support 
a  measure  that  went  the  length  of  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the  general 
state  of  the  representation,  because  such  an  inquiry  was  calculated  to  throw 
a  slur  upon  the  representation  of  the  country,  and  to  fill  the  minds  of  the 
people  with  vague  and  indefinite  alarms."  t  At  the  close  of  the  session,  lord 
John  Bussell  announced  his  intention,  on  the  next  meeting  of  Parliament, 
to  propose  the  disfranchisement  of  Qrampound,  the  corruption  of  which 
borough  had  become  notorious.  He  intimated  that  he  should  propose  also 
to  adopt  the  principle  which  had  not  yet  been  recognized  by  the  House — the 
principle  of  admitting  the  unrepresented  large  towns  into  a  share  of  the  repre- 
sentation. In  the  session  of  1820,  these  proposals  were  brought  forward  by  him 
in  certain  resolutions,  which  were  met  in  a  conciliator  spirit  by  the  government. 
Eventually  Grampound  was  disfranchised  in  1821,  and  it  was  agreed  by  the 
Commons  that  the  two  vacant  seats  should  be  given  to  the  town  of  Leeds.  The 
Lords,  however,  rejected  this  extension  of  the  representation  to  great  towns, 
and  assigned  two  additional  members  to  the  county  of  York.  The  moderate 
Seformers  had  become  hopeful,  when  lord  CasUereagh  gave  his  assent  to 
lord  John  Bussell's  motion  in  1820.  Sydney  Smith  writes  to  earl  Orey, 
expressing  his  opinion  that  this  assent ''  includes  every  thing  that  is  important;, 
that  a  disfrancliised  borough  may  be  taken  out  of  the  surrounding  hundred 
and  conferred  elsewhere ;  or  rather,  that  it  need  not  necessarily  be  thrown* 
into  the  surrounding  hundred."  J 

On  the  3rd  of  May,  the  fervid  eloquence  of  Mr.  Grattan  was  heard  for 
the  last  time  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  support  of  the  measure  nearest 
his  heart,  that  of  Catholic  Emancipation.  He  moved,  that  the  state  of  the 
laws  by  which  oaths  or  declarations  are  required  to  be  taken  as  qualifications 
for  the  exercise  of  civil  functions,  as  far  as  affected  His  Majesty's  Boman 
Catholic  subjects,  should  be  taken  into  consideration  by  a  Committee  of  the 
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whole  House.  After  the  speech  of  Qrattan,  the  House  was  impatient  to 
divide.  The  numbers  were,  241  for  the  motion ;  243  against  it.  In  the  new 
Parliament,  on  the  28th  of  April,  1820,  sir  Henry  Pamell  gave  notice  that 
Mr.  Ghrattan  would,  on  the  11th  of  Maj,  submit  to  the  House  a  motion  for 
the  removal  of  the  Boman  Catholic  disabilities.  The  great  Irish  orator  had 
arrived  in  London  in  a  state  of  much  debility,  and  his  friends  remonstrated 
that  the  exertion  that  he  contemplated  would  be  attended  with  serious 
injury  to  his  feeble  health.  His  answer  was,  "  I  should  be  happy  to  die 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duty."  He  died  on  the  14th  of  May,  at  the  age  of 
seventy. 

On  the  13th  of  July,  Parliament  was  prorogued  by  the  Prince  Eegent  in 
person.  There  was  a  passage  in  the  Eoyal  Speech  calculated  to  renew  the 
alarm  that  appears  to  have  subsided  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  when  the 
suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  had  been  deemed  no  longer  necessary. 
The  Prince  Begent  now  said,  "I  have  observed  with  great  concern  the 
attempts  which  have  recently  been  made  in  some  of  the  manufacturing 
districts  to  take  advantage  of  circumstances  of  local  distress,  to  excite  a 
spirit  of  disaffection  to  the  institutions  and  government  of  the  country.'' 
There  had  been  considerable  interruption  to  the  prosperous  state  of  trade 
from  February  to  July.  The  number  of  bankruptcies  was  uniisually  great; 
credit  was  very  generally  impaired ;  the  demand  for  labour  was  of  course 
proportionably  affected,  and  the  rate  of  wages  was  necessarily  lower.  At  the 
same  time  the  price  of  food  had  been  steadily  advancing.  There  had  been 
meetings  of  the  operative  classes  in  Lancashire  and  at  Glasgow,  to  consider 
the  low  rate  of  wages,  and  to  appeal  to  public  sympathy  upon  their  distressed 
condition.  Gradually,  however,  at  these  meetings  the  peaceably  disposed 
were  borne  down  by  the  turbulent,  and  the  speeches  assumed  that  character 
of  political  violence  that  justified  the  terms  of  the  Prince  Begent's  speech. 
Parliament,  however,  separated  without  any  expectation  that  serious  mischief 
was  at  hand.  Many  of  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  were  seeking  a  tempo- 
rary repose  from  their  official  labours.  The  Lord  Chancellor,  perplexed  by 
events  which  we  shall  now  have  to  describe,  writes  to  his  brother  in  August, 
"  Your  exhortations  to  the  King's  servants,  I  doubt,  can't  reach  many  of 
them,  for,  with  exception  of  Liverpool,  Castlereagh,  Sidmouth,  WeUington, 
Van,  and  myself,  they  are  all,  eight  in  number,  in  different  parts  of  Europe."  * 
'  At  a  great  open-air  meeting  at  Stockport  on  the  28th  of  June,  sir  Charles 
Wolseley,  bart.,  was  the  chairman,  there  commencing  a  career  which  ended 
in  the  jail,  and  might  have  ended  on  the  scaffold.  He  told  his  audience  that 
he  waa  one  of  those  who  had  mounted  the  ramparts  of  the  Bastille  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Prench  Bevolution,  and  he  would  never  shrink  from 
attacking  the  Bastilles  of  his  own  country.  On  the  12th  of  July,  at  a 
meeting  held  at  New  Hall  Hill,  near  Birmingham,  sir  Charles  Wolseley  was 
elected  'legislatorial  attorney  and  representative"  for  that  town.  The 
government  naturally  became  alarmed,  and  caused  sir  Charles  Wolseley,  and 
a  dissenting  preacher,  to  be  indicted  for  seditious  words  spoken  by  them  at 
the  meeting  at  Stockport.  Wolseley  was  arrested  at  his  own  house, 
Wolseley  Park,  in  Staffordshire.    At  a  great  assembly  in  Smithfield,  where 
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Hunt  presided,  Harrison  was  arrested ;  and  on  being  conveyed  to  Stockport, 
the  constable  who  arrived  there  with  him  was  attacked  and  shot.  These 
events  produced  great  alarm.  Lord  Sidmouth,  in  a  private  letter  of  the  15th 
of  August,  expressed  his  opinion  that  "  the  laws  were  not  strong  enough  for 
the  times,  but  that  they  must  be  made  so.'*  Nevertheless,  he  thought  the 
plentiful  season  was  unfavourable  for  sedition,  and  that  at  Manchester  there 
was  happily  an  increased  demand  for  labour.*  The  attention  of  the  Home- 
office  had  naturally  been  directed  to  Manchester  with  some  anxiety,  for  a 
public  meeting  had  been  called  by  the  Beformers,  who  had  now  taken  the 
name  of  Eadicals,  for  the  9th  of  August,  to  elect  a  'legislatorial  attorney*' 
as  representative  of  that  place.  The  magistrates,  in  consequence,  issued  a 
notice  declaring  such  a  meeting  to  be  illegal,  and  requiring  the  people,  at 
their  peril,  to  abstain  from  attending  it.  The  design  was  relinquished ;  and 
another  meeting  was  advertised  to  be  held  in  St.  Peter's  Field,  in  Man- 
chester, for  the  purpose  of  petitioning  for  a  Reform  of  Parliament.  One 
great  cause  of  alarm  at  the  beginning  of  August  was  derived  from  represen- 
tations made  to  the  Lancashire  magistrates,  that  in  the  neighbourhoods  of 
Bury,  of  Bolton,  and  of  Bochdale,  there  were  nightly  assemblies  of  great 
numbers  of  men,  who  met  together  for  the  purpose  of  learning  and  practising 
military  training.  There  is  no  evidence  that  these  meetings  for  dnll  had 
been  long  continued,  or  that  there  had  been  any  attempt  to  conduct  the 
drillings  in  secret.  A  very  plausible  reason  for  this  practice,  at  this  parti- 
cular period,  is  given  by  one  who  was  freely  admitted  to  all  the  councils  of 
the  Beformers,  and  as  freely  differed  from  them  when  they  contemplated  any 
resort  to  physical  force.  Bamford  says,  that  the  Beformers  had  been 
frequently  taunted  by  the  press  with  their  ragged  dirty  appearance  at  their 
assemblages,  with  the  confusion  of  their  proceedings,  and  the  mob-like  crowd 
in  which  their  numbers  were  mustered.  In  preparation  for  the  great  meeting 
of  the  16th  of  August,  the  Committees  issued  injunctions  for  a  display  of 
cleanliness,  sobriety,  and  order.  He  addsj  '^  order  ia  our  movements  was 
obtained  by  drilling,"  and  '^  peace,"  according  to  a  subsequent  injunction  of 
the  Committees,  was  to  be  secured  **  by  a  prohibition  of  all  weapons  of 
offence  or  defence ;  and  by  the  strictest  discipline  of  silence,  steadiness,  and 
obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  conductors."  Nothing  can  look  more 
harmless,  and  even  poetical,  than  Bamford's  description  of  the  evening 
drills.  They  were,  he  says,  '*  to  our  sedentary  weavers  and  spinners,  periods 
of  healthful  exercise  and  enjoyment ;  our  drill  masters  were  generally  old 
soldiers  of  the  line,  or  of  militia  or  local  militia  regiments.  They  put  the 
lads  through  their  facings  in  quick  time,  and  soon  learned  them  to  march 
with  a  steadiness  and  a  regularity  which  would  not  have  disgraced  a  regiment 
on  parade.  When  dusk  came,  and  we  could  no  longer  see  to  work,  we  jumped 
from  our  looms,  and  rushed  to  the  sweet  cool  air  of  the  fields,  or  the  waste 
lands,  or  the  green  lane-sides.  We  mustered,  we  fell  into  rank,  we  faced, 
marched,  halted,  faced  about,  countermarched,  halted  again,  dressed,  and 
wheeled  in  quick  succession,  and  without  confusion ;  or,  in  the  gray  of  a 
fine  Sunday  mom,  we  would  saunter  through  the  mists,  fragrant  with  the 
night  odour  of  fiowers  and  of  new  hay,  and  ascending  the  Tandle  hills,  salute 
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the  broad  bud,  as  lie  climbed  from  behind  the  high  moors  of  Saddleworth."  * 
Nevertheless,  although  there  were  no  armed  meetings  and  no  midaight 
drillings,  we  can  understand  the  fears  of  one  of  the  Manchester  magistrates, 
who  deposed  that  "  when  he  saw  the  party  with  the  blue  and  green  banners 
come  apon  the  field  in  beautiful  order,  not  until  then  did  he  become  alarmed." 
It  was  announced  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  16th  of  August,  Mr.  Hunt 
would  take  the  chair.  The  arrival  of  the  hero  of  the  day,  preceded  by 
flags  flying,  and  a  band  of  music,  was  hailed  by  a  shout  from  eighty  thousand 
persons.  The  greater  part  of  this  vast  assemblage  was  not  composed  of  the 
operatives  of  Manchester.  Detachments,  each  of  several  thousand  persons, 
came  from  the  neighbouring  manufacturing  districts,  most  of  these  bodies 
arriving  in  that  military  order  for  which  they  appear  to  have  had  a  consider- 
able aptitude.  Bamford  was  himself  the  conductor  of  the  procession  of  his 
fellow-townsmen  of  Middleton,  who  marched  five  abreast,  every  hundred 
having  a  leader  distinguished  by  a  sprig  of  laurel  in  his  hat,  and  these  leaders 
being  directed  by  superior  officers.  The  Middleton  band  had  two  silk  flags, 
on  which  were  inscribed, '  Unity  and  Strength,  Liberty  and  Eratemity,' '  Par- 
liaments Annual,  Suffrage  Universal.'  They  also  bore  a  crimson  velvet  cap 
of  Liberty.  The  number  of  the  Middleton  men  was  three  thousand ;  and 
they  were  joined  by  a  similar  number  of  the  Bochdale  people.  As  they 
entered  Manchester,  they  found  that  many  other  parties  had  preceded  them, 
including  that  of  the  Leeds  and  Saddleworth  Union,  bearing  a  black  flag, 
with  the  words  in  white  letters,  of  ^  Equal  Eepresentation  or  Death.'  It 
would  appear  that  these  ominous  words  were  little  in  accordance  with  the 
loyal  spirit  of  the  populace,  who  are  stated  to  have  very  generally  taken  off 
their  bats  when  the  band  played  '  God  save  the  King.'  Mr.  Hunt  arrives ; 
he  mounts  the  hustings :  he  has  his  distinguishing  white  hat  in  his  hand  as 
he  bows  to  the  people ;  he  begins  to  address  the  assembly  amidst  a  profound 
silence.  After  a  few  sentences  he  pauses ;  there  is  a  pressure  from  the  verge 
of  the  field  towards  the  hustings ;  a  body  of  cavalry  is  striving  to  make  way 
through  the  terrified  multitude. 

From  the  exaggerated  contemporary  accounts,  it  is  difficult  to  derive  a 
clear  and  connected  retrospect  of  the  causes  which  led  to  such  an  onslaught 
upon  a  peaceable  assemblage,  as  would  justify  history  in  continuing  to  desig- 
nate it  by  its  original  name,  *  the  Manchester  massacre.'  To  obtain  an  im- 
partial view  of  the  circumstances  we  must  refer  to  the  statements  of  the 
Lancashire  magistrates  in  the  papers  laid  before  parliament ;  to  the  evidence 
upon  the  trial  of  Hunt  and  his  associates ;  and  to  narratives  of  individuals 
which  have  appeared  in  more  recent  times.  Twenty-five  years  after  these 
occurrences,  sir  William  Jolliffe  supplied  to  the  biographer  of  lord  Sidmouth 
a  circumstantial  narrative  of  the  events  which  he  had  himself  witnessed  on 
the  16th  of  August,  when  acting  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  15th  Hussars.  His 
regiment  had  been  quartered  in  Manchester  about  six  weeks.  It  was  his  first 
acquaintance,  he  said,  with  a  large  manufacturing  population ;  he  had  '<  little 
knowledge  of  the  condition  of  that  population ;  whether  or  no  a  great  degree 
of  distress  was  then  prevalent ;  or,  whether  or  no,  the  distrust  and  bad  feeling 
which  appeared  to  exist  between  the  employers  and  employed  was  wholly  or 

•  "  PMsagei  ia  the  Life  of  a  Radical,"  toI.  i.  p.  178.  f^  r^r^n]o 
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in  part  caused  bj  the  agitation  of  political  qaestionB."  *    There  waa  an  ample 
military  force  of  the  regular  armj,  who  were  stationed  in  Manchester ;  and 
some  companies  of  the  88th  regiment,  and  of  the  Cheshire  Yeomanrj,  had 
also  been  brought  into  the  town.    Sir  William  Jolliffe  adds,  "  there  was  a 
troop  of  Manchester  Yeomanrj  Cavalry,  consisting  of  about  forty  members, 
who,  from  the  manner  in  which  they  were  made  use  of  (to  say  the  least) 
greatly  aggravated  the  disasters  of  the  day.    Their  ranks  were  chiefly  filled 
by  wealthy  master  manufacturers ;  and,  without  the  knowledge  which  would 
have  been  possessed  by  a  (strictly  speaking)  military  body,  they  were  placed, 
most  unwisely  as  it  appeared,  under  the  immediate  command  and  orders  of 
the  civil  authoritie8."t    The  magistrates  had  been  taking  depositions,  and 
deliberating  upon  some  course  of  action,  through  the  Saturday  and  Sunday 
which  preceded  the  meeting.    They  had  been  in  communication  with  Lord 
Sidmouth,  who  had  told  them  '^  that  he  expected  occasion  to  arise  for  their 
energy  to  display  itself,  and  that  they  might  feel  assured  of  the  cordial  sup- 
port of  the  government."     Mr.  Bond,  the  London  Police  Magistrate,  had  at 
this  time  observed  to  lord  Sidmouth  that,    "in  periods  of  disorder  and 
approaching  insurrection,  the  most  difficult  and  important  point  is  to  ascer- 
tain to  what  extent  you  shall  allow  the  evil  to  proceed :  for  unless  there  is 
enough  done  to  indicate  great  and  threatening  danger,  the  better  classes  will 
not  be  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  interference.    You  can  never,  therefore, 
call  the  law  into  execution  with  any  good  effect  before  the  mischief  is  in  part 
accomplished."^     Upon  this  equivocating  and  most  dangerous  principle  the 
Lancashire  magistrates  appear  to  have  acted.    They  had  a  wsrrant  ready  for 
the  arrest  of  the  leaders  of  this  meeting.    They  delayed  its  execution  till 
Hunt  and  the  others  to  be  arrested  were  surrounded  by  a  multitude,  equal 
in  number  to  one-half  of  the  entire  population  of  Manchester  and  Salford  at 
that  period.    This  multitude  waa  wedged  together  in  the  narrow  area  of  St. 
Peter's  Eield,  now  built  over,  but  then  an  unenclosed  space  of  about  three 
acres,  approached  by  several  principal  streets.    A  small  body  of  constables 
were  stationed  close  to  the  hustings,  and  a  continued  line  of  the  same  civil 
force  maintained  a  communication  with  the  magistrates,  who  were  assembled 
at  a  private  house  on  the  south  side  of  the  Field.    The  distance  from  the 
hustings  to  this  house  was  about  three  hundred  yards.    The  Manchester 
Yeomanry  were  stationed  in  Mosley-street.     Two  squadrons  of  the  16th 
Hussars  were  in  waiting,  dismounted,  in  a  street  to  the  north  of  the  Field, 
at  a  distance  from  it  of  about  a  -quarter  of  a  mile.    In  this  position — ^the 
Beform  orators  ready  to  begin,  the  populace  eagerly  waiting,  the  cavalry  and 
yeomanry  at  hyid,  the  magistrates  in  full  conclave — the  warrant  for  the 
apprehension  of  the  leaders  was  given  to  Nadin,  the  chief  constable  of  Man- 
chester, to  execute.    He  could  not  carry  his  orders  into  effect,  he  declared, 
with  the  civil  power  at  his  command.    It  was  immediately  determined  that 
the  chief  constable  should  have  military  aid.    Bamford,  having  seen  Hunt 
taking  off  his  white  hat,  and  beginning  to  address  the  people,  very  wisely 
went  out  of  the  crowd  to  obtain  some  refreshments  after  his  long  march. 
He  heard  a  noise  and  strange  murmur  arising,  and  "  saw  a  party  of  cavalry 
in  blue  and  white  uniform  come  trotting,  sword  in  hand,  round  the  comer  of 

•  "  Life  of  Lord  Sidinouth,"  voL  iiL  p.  258.        t  /Wd,  p.  254.       X  Ibid.,  p.  250. 
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a  garden  wall,  and  to  tlie  front  of  a  row  of  new  houses,  where  they  reined  up 
in  a  line."  The  men  in  blue  and  white  were  the  Yeomanry.  He  went  back 
nearer  the  hustings  to  see  what  this  movement  meant.  The  mounted 
troops  were  received  with  a  shout  which  Bamford  understood  as  one 
of  good  will.  The  military  shouted  again,  and  dashed  forward.  There 
was  a  general  cry  in  the  quarter  where  he  stood,  of  *  Stand  fast.' 
"The  cavalry  were  in  confusion:  they  evidently  could  not,  with  all  the 
weight  of  man  and  horse,  penetrate  that  compact  mass  of  human  beings ; 
and  their  sabres  were  plied  to  hew  a  way  through  naked  held-up  hands  and 
defenceless  heads ;  and  then  chopped  limbs,  and  wound-gapuig  skulls  were 
seen ;  and  groans  and  cries  were  mingled  with  the  din  of  that  horrid  confu- 
aioD."  *  According  to  the  narrative  of  sir  William  JoUiffe,  some  one,  who 
had  been  sent  from  the  place  of  meeting  to  bring  up  the  four  troops  of  the 
15th  Hussars,  led  the  way  through  a  number  of  narrow  streets,  and  by  a 
cireuitous  route,  to  the  south-west  comer  of  St.  Peter's  Eield.  Without  a 
halt  or  pause,  the  commands  '  front  and  forward '  were  given.  Their  line 
extended  quite  across  the  ground,  which  in  all  parts  was  so  filled  with  people 
that  their  hats  seemed  to  touch.  The  lieutenant  of  Hussars  saw  the  Man- 
cheater  troop  of  Yeomanry  **  scattered  singly  or  in  small  groups  over  the 
greater  part  of  the  field,  literally  hemmed  up  and  hedged  in  by  the  mob,  so 
that  they  were  powerless  either  to  make  an  impression  or  to  escape."  Mr. 
Hnlft>n,  the  chairman  of  the  magistrates,  states  that  when  the  Hussars 
arrived,  colonel  L'Estrange,  their  commander,  asked  him  what  he  was  to  do  ? 
"  Gh>od  God,  sir,"  exclaimed  Mr.  Hulton>  "  do  you  not  see  how  they  are 
attacking  the  Yeomanry  ?  Disperse  the  crowd ! "  The  panic-struck  magis- 
trate's order  was  obeyed.  The  trumpet  sounded  the  charge.  The  Hussars 
swept  the  mingled  mass  of  human  beings  before  them.  "  People,  yeomen, 
and  constables,  in  their  confused  attempts  to  escape,  ran  one  over  the  other ; 
so  that,  by  the  time  we  had  arrived  at  the  end  of  the  field,  the  fugitives  were 
literally  piled  up  to  a  considerable  elevation  above  the  level  of  the  ground."  t 
According  to  sir  William  Jolliffe,  the  Hussars  drove  the  people  forward  with 
the  flats  of  their  swords ;  but,  as  was  inevitably  the  case  in  such  a  situation,  the 
edge  was  also  used.  He  considers  that  it  redounds  highly  to  the  forbearance 
of  the  men  that  more  wounds  were  not  received,  when  the  vast  numbers  are 
considered  with  whom  they  came  into  hostile  collision.  "  In  ten  minutes," 
says  Bamford,  "  from  the  commencement  of  the  havoc,  the  field  was  an  open 
and  almost  deserted  space.  The  sun  looked  down  through  a  sultry  and 
motionless  air.  .  .  .  The  hustings  remained,  with  a  few  broken  and 
hewed  flag-staves  erect,  and  a  torn  and  gashed  banner  or  two  dropping ; 
whilst  over  the  whole  field  were  strewed  caps,  bonnets,  hats,  shawls,  and 
shoes,  and  other  parts  of  male  and  female  dress ;  trampled,  torn,  and  bloody."  { 
In  the  evening  the  people  assembled  in  great  numbers  at  the  end  of  Oldham- 
street,  using  menacing  language.  Two  companies  of  the  88th  regiment  of 
foot  and  a  squadron  of  Hussars,  being  stationed  there  as  a  night  piquet,  were 
assaulted  with  stones  as  the  darkness  came  on.  A  magistrate  having  read 
the  Biot  Act,  about  thirty  shots  were  fired  by  the  88th,  wounding  three  or 

*  **  Puaages  in  the  life  of  a  Badioal,*'  p.  207. 
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four  persons.  The  number  of  those  killed  on  this  unhappy  day  did  not 
exceed  six,  of  whom  one  was  a  special  constable,  and  another  one  of  the 
Manchester  Yeomanry,  who  was  struck  off  his  horse  by  a  brick-bat.  About 
seventy  persons  were  received  in  the  Infirmary,  suffering  from  sabre  wounds, 
fractures,  or  contusions.  Many  more  are  supposed  to  have  returned  to  their 
homes  without  proclaiming  their  injuries. 

Hunt,  and  eight  or  ten  of  his  companions,  having  been  seized  upon  the 
hustings,  were  brought  before  the  magistrates  upon  a  charge  of  high  treason. 
The  government  having  abandoned  that  charge,  they  were  held  to  bail,  or 
detained  for  t^p  want  of  bail,  to  be  tried  for  a  misdemeanour,  upon  the  charge 
of  having  conspired  to  alter  the  law  by  force  and  threats.  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor had  urged  upon  the  Cabinet  that  the  persons  arrested  should  be 
indicted  for  high  treason.  The  law  officers  had  recommended  that  they 
should  be  indicted  for  misdemeanour ;  and  lord  Eldon  asks,  "  Who  will  be 
bold  enough  to  command  them  to  institute  prosecutions,  such  as  they  think 
they  can't  maintain  P  Without  all  doubt j  the  Manchester  magistrates  must 
be  supported ;  but  they  are  very  generally  blamed  here.  For  my  part,  I 
think  if  the  assembly  was  only  an  unlawful  assembly,  that  task  will  be  diffi- 
cult enough  in  sound  reasoning.  If  the  meeting  was  an  overt  act  of  treason, 
their  justification  is  complete.  That  it  was  such,  and  that  the  Birmingham 
meeting  was  such,  is  my  clear  opinion."*  The  Manchester  magistrates 
were  "  supported ; "  and  althongh  they  were  "  very  generally  blamed  lere," 
lord  Sidmouth  addressed  letters  to  the  lord-lieutenants  of  Lancashire  and 
Cheshire,  expressing,  upon  the  special  authority  of  the  Prince  Begent,  "  the 
great  satisfaction  derived  by  his  Royal  Highness  from  their  prompt,  decisive, 
and  efficient  measures  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  tranquillity." 

However  great  might  have  been  the  satisfaction  of  the  Prince  Eegent  at 
''  the  conduct  of  the  magistrates  and  civil  authorities  of  Manchester,  as  well 
as  of  the  officers  and  troops,  both  regular  and  yeomanry  cavalry,"  t  there 
was  a  very  widely  spread  feeling  of  indignation,  both  against  magistrates 
and  military,  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom.  Strong  resolutions  and  addresses 
were  adopted  in  public  meetings  of  boroughs,  and  cities,  and  counties,  little 
heeding  a  rough  reply  which  the  Prince  Begent  made  to  the  Address  of  the 
Common  Council  of  the  City  of  London  at  the  beginning  of  September. 
In  populous  counties  and  in  moderate  sized  towns  the  excitement  was  equally 
great.  Twenty  thousand  persons  assembled  at  a  county  meeting  at  York, 
called  by  the  high  sheriff  upon  the  requisition  of  many  influential  freeholders. 
Amongst  these  requisitionists  was  earl  Eitzwilliam,  who,  for  this  offence,  was 
summarily  dismissed  from  his  office  of  lord-lieutenant  of  the  West  Hiding. 
In  the  south  as  well  as  in  the  north,  the  excitement  was  equally  great.  In 
the  town-hall  of  Beading,  we  ourselves  heard  an  harangue  of  remarkable 
eloquence  from  a  young  native  of  that  town  ;  and  when  he  exclaimed, 

''We  must  be  free,  or  die,  who  speak  the  tongae 
That  Shakspere  spake,'* 

a  shout  went  up  from  his  fellow-townsmen  that  he  must  have  well  remembered 
in  the  merited  success  of  his  after  life.  That  young  man  was  Thomas  Noon 
Talfourd. 

•  **  Life  of  Lord  Eldon,"  toI.  ii.  pp.  388,  389. 
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The  goyemment  alarmists  of  that  period  were  in  a  condition  of  almost 
helpless  terror.  Eldon  described  the  people  of  this  country  as  divisible  into 
two  classes, — ^the  one  class  insane,  who  manifested  their  insanity  in  perfect 
apathj,  eating  and  drinking,  as  if  there  was  no  danger  of  political  death,  yea, 
even  to-morrow  ;  contrasted  with  the  other  class,  in  which  he  included  the 
Cokes  and  Bedfords,  who  hallooed  on  an  infuriate  multitude  to  acts  of 
desperation.  "  The  country,"  said  the  Chancellor,  "  must  make  new  laws  to 
meet  this  state  of  things,  or  we  must  make  a  shocking  choice  between 
military  government  and  anarchy."  *  Parliament  was  called  together,  with  the 
very  unwilling  assent  of  lord  Liverpool,  to  make  these  new  laws,  which  were 
known  as  the  Six  Acts.  They  were  Acts  to  prevent  delay  in  the  adminis* 
tration  of  justice  in  cases  of  misdemeanour ;  to  prevent  the  training  of  persons 
in  the  practice  of  military  evolutions ;  to  authorize  justices  of  the  peace  to 
seise  and  detain  arms ;  to  more  effectually  prevent  seditious  meetings  and 
assemblies.  These  four  had  especial  reference  to  the  disturbed  districts, 
though  they  applied  to  the  whole  kingdom.  The  two  other  Acts  were  for 
the  prevention  and  punishment  of  blasphemous  and  seditious  libel,  and  to 
subject  certain  publications  to  the  duties  of  stamps  upon  newspapers.  These 
measures  were  eventually  passed,  although  resisted  at  every  stage.  The 
Houses  adjourned  on  the  29th  of  December.  Lord  Campbell  describes  "  the 
unconstitutional  Code  called  the  Six  Acts,"  as  "  the  latest  violation  of  our 
free  Constitution."  The  old  spirit  of  liberty  would  appear  to  have  departed 
from  England  when  public  meetings  could  not  be  held  without  the  licence  of 
magistrates ;  when  private  houses  might  be  searched  for  arms ;  and  when  a 
person  convicted  a  second  time  for  publishing  a  libel  might  be  transported 
beyond  the  seas.  And  yet  the  measures  of  ministers  hardly  came  up  to  the 
expectation  of  the  ultra-Tories  of  that  day.  The  temper  of  some  who 
belonged  to  the  parliamentary  majority  may  be  estimated  from  the  tone 
of  two  letters  addressed  to  lord  Colchester.  Mr.  Bankes  highly  approved  of  ' 
the  measure  for  compelliDg  priaters  to  enter  into  recognizances,  and  for 
banishing  for  an  indefinite  term  of  years  for  a  second  offence  for  libel. 
'*  My  only  doubt  is  whether  we  have  gone  far  enough  in  our  endeavour  to 
restrain  and  correct  the  licentiousness  and  abuse  of  the  press;  it  is  a 
tremendous  engine  in  the  hands  of  mischievous  men,  of  which  the  crop  never 
£iils ;  and  the  universal  rage  for  spreading  education  among  the  poor  renders 
them  more  exposed  to  ill  impressions,  through  that  medium,  than  they  were 
in  our  younger  days."  f  Lord  Redesdale  is  for  root-and-branch  work  that 
would  have  been  worthy  of  the  French  reign  of  terror :  "  There  is  a  very  bad 
spirit  abroad,  but  I  think  it  will  be  kept  under.  I  doubt  whether  it  would  not 
have  been  fortunate  for  the  country  if  half  Manchester  had  been  burned,  and 
Glasgow  had  endured  a  little  pingeing.  We  shall  again  only  scotch  the 
snake,  not  kill  it.  So  we  did  in  1794.  I  would  have  permitted  the  National 
Convention  at  that  time  to  have  met,  but  the  ministers  did  not  dare  to  hazard 
the  consequences.  Actual  rebellion  is  generally  subdued.  Smothered  rebel* 
lion  lurks  long  under  the  ashes."  {  Moderate  Whigs,  such  as  Sydney 
Smith,  thought  that  with  an  administcation  determined  to  concede  nothing, 

•  <'Lifeof  Lord  Eldon;*  toI.  H.  p.  840. 

t  "IMary  of  Lord  Colchcrter,"  toL  iiL  p.  104.  t  ThicUf  p.  107. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


110  DEATH  OF  THE  DUKE  OP  KENT— DEATH  OP  GEORGE  IIL         [1819. 

there  would  be  a'struggle  which  would  end,  not  in  democracy,  but  in  despotism. 
''  In  which  of  these  two  evils  it  terminates,  is  of  no  more  consequence  than 
from  which  tube  of  a  double-barrelled  pistol  I  meet  my  destruction."  * 

Parliament  had  adjourned  to  the  15th  of  February,  1820.  An  event,  not 
unexpected  at  any  time  during  the  last  year  or  two,  called  the  Houses 
together  at  an  earlier  period.  George  the  Third  died  at  Windsor  Castle  on 
the  evening  of  the  29th  of  January.  Six  days  before  the  death  of  the  king, 
his  fourth  son,  the  duke  of  Kent,  expired  at  Weymouth.  This  was  a  sudden 
event.  The  father  had  for  nine  years  been  secluded  from  the  world,  a  sufferer 
oinder  the  most  fearful  of  human  infirmities.  He  lived  on  to  his  eighty- 
second  year.  The  son,  of  robust  constitution,  had  braved,  in  his  habit  of 
regular  exercise,  the  pelting  rain  of  a  wintry  morning ;  on  his  return  from 
his  walk,  had  remained  in  his  wet  boots;  was  attacked  by  feverish 
symptoms,  and  died  in  three  days.  The  duke  of  Kent's  infant  daughter  was 
then  eight  months  old.  The  prince  of  Wales  and  the  duke  of  York  had  no 
child  to  succeed.  To  the  duke  of  Clarence  had  been  bom  a  daughter  on  the 
27th  of  March,  but  the  infant  had  died  on  the  day  of  its  birth.  It  seemed 
probable  that  Alexandrina  Victoria  might  wear  the  crown;  and  on  this 
probability  those  who  knew  the  admirable  qualities  of  the  duchess  of  Kent 
felt  hopeful  and  confident  that  the  nurture  of  the  royal  child  would  fit  her 
for  her  high  destiny. 

The  last  night  of  the  Begency  passed  into  the  first  morning  of  the  reign 
•of  George  the  Fourth,  as  an  event  that  would  be  scarcely  marked  as  an 
«poch  in  English  history.  With  one  exception,  that  of  the  position  of  the 
Queen,  it  would  be  productive  of  no  political  vicissitudes  ;  it  would  excite  no 
hopes  and  no  fears  in  the  public  mind.  After  a  formal  meeting,  there  would 
be  a  new  parliament ;  and  the  statutes  of  the  existing  parliament  would  have 
a  new  title-page.  Few  then  living  would  remember  the  very  different  feel- 
ings with  which  the  transition  from  George  the  Second  to  George  the  Third 
was  regarded.  But  the  young  as  well  as  the  old  would  be  impressed  with 
the  fact  that  there  had  been  only  one  kiog  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
during  sixty  years.  The  slightest  historical  knowledge  would  attest  that 
these  sixty  years  would  be  for  ever  memorable  as  an  era  of  vast  change  and 
tremendous  struggle,  in  which  all  that  constituted  the  greatness  and  glory 
of  our  country  might  have  been  overwhelmed  if  the  nation  had  not  been 
heart-whole.  The  old  king  who  was  gone  had  plunged  the  country  into 
difficulty  and  danger  by  his  unyielding  will  at  one  period ;  but  he  had  well 
sustained  the  national  spirit  by  the  same  quality  of  mind  during  another 
crisis  of  greater  peril.  He  had  passed  away,  and  his  people  looked  back 
with  reverence  upon  his  private  virtues,  and  were  willing  to  forget  his 
kingly  faults. 

♦  **  Memoir  of  Sydney  Smith,"  p.  185. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Sagiiih  lateratiiTe  in  the  three  latter  decades  of  the  reign  of  George  III. — The  Poets  :  Cowper — 
Crabbe — Bums — Darwin — Wordsworth — Sonthey — Coleridge —  Scott —  Byron —  Shelley — 
Keats  —  Narratire  character  of  Poetry  —  Campbell — Bogers —Leigh  Hunt  —  Moore — 
Grabbers  latter  delineations  of  manners — More  evangelical  spirit  in  the  body  of  the  people 
— ^Theological  Literatore — Writers  for  the  Stage — The  NoTclists — GKxiwin^Holcroff— 
.Dr.  Moore — Barney — Scott;  the  Wayerley  Novels — The  Edinburgh  Review  —  The 
Quarterly  Review — Blackwood's  Magasine— Essayists — Wilson — Lamb— Haslitt — Leigh 
Hont — De  Quincey— Political  Economists — Scientific  Discovery — Herschel — Davy — Dalton 
— ^WoUaston  —  Travellers — Two  great  mechanical  inventions  of  the  Steam-boat  and  the 
Printbg  Machine — Chronological  Table  of  British  Writers. 

The  termination  of  a  reign,  even  under  the  circumstances  which  rendered 
the  change  of  sovereignty  from  George  the  Third  to  George  the  Fourth  merely 
nominal,  nevertheless  offers  a  fit  resting  place,  at  which  we  may  pause  in  the 
namtive  of  puhlic  events,  and  look  hack  upon  matters  which  belong  as 
essentially  to  the  life  of  a  people  as  their  political  condition. 

The  great  outburst  of  the  French  Bevolution  has  always  been  associated 
with  the  Literature  which  preceded  it.  This  Literature,  like  that  of  every 
other  period  in  which  Literature  has  a  marked  distinctive  character,  was  the 
reflection  of  the  thoughts  that  were  seething  in  the  minds  of  men.  It  took 
the  form  of  a  fanatical  and  intolerant  irreligion.  It  gave  expression  to  the 
belief  that  existing  principles  and  forms  of  government  were  ill-adapted  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  governed,  and  that  worn-out  institutions  must  be 
replaced  by  others  endowed  with  a  new  vitality.  The  whole  spirit  of  political 
opposition  excited  by  the  corruption  of  the  government,  not  being  able  to 
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find  a  vent  in  public  affairs,  had  taken  refuge  in  Literature.  As  irreligion  in 
Eranee  had  become  a  gCDcral  passion,  the  writers,  one  and  all,  stimulated  the 
prevailing  unbelief  in  Christianity,  under  the  false  conviction  that  political 
society  and  religious  society  were  regulated  by  analogous  laws.*  The  revolu- 
tionary doctrines  thus  propagated  by  the  most  subtle  and  the  most  eloquent 
of  writers  very  largely  influenced,  if  they  did  not  produce,  the  great  convul- 
sion upon  which  Europe  looked  with  fear  and  wonder. 

The  religious  liberty  of  Protestantism,  and  the  political  liberty  of  represen- 
tative government,  however  impaired  and  inefficient,  as  many  held,  whilst 
they  permitted  the  extreraest  differences  of  opinion,  saved  England  from  the 
excesses  which  saw  no  remedy  for  the  canker  of  institutions  but  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  institutions  themselves.  English  Literature,  reflecting  the  general 
public  opinion,  received  but  a  very  feeble  infusion  of  the  destructive  force 
that  had  rent  the  Prench  people  and  the  French  Church  and  State  asunder. 
Yet  such  an  upheaving  of  the  whole  crust  of  society ;  such  an  armed  contest 
as  succeeded  between  republican  licence  and  monarchical  despotism ;  such  a 
war  into  which  we  were  plunged,  finally  to  become  a  struggle  for  national 
existence,  producing  a  real  heroic  time,  and  stirring  up  depths  of  thought 
which  had  been  stagnant  during  a  long  period  of  tranquillity,  or  of  mere  party 
agitation, — these  circumstances,  unprecedented  in  their  conjunction^  had  a 
manifest  effect  upon  our  Literature. 

,  '*  Oh,  not  alone  when  life  flows  still  do  traih 

And  power  emerge."f 

31  new  power  and  a  wider  truth  were  especially  marked  in  the  highest 
expression  of  ideas,  that  of  Poetry.  This  outpouring  of  verse  constitutes,  in 
itself,  a  literary  eraas  remarkable  as  that  of  the  age  of  Elizabeth.  During 
the  latter  three  of  the  six  decades  of  the  reign  of  George  the  Third,  there 
had  been  also  a  vast  increase  of  the  number  of  readers  in  our  country,  with 
a  correspondent  extension  of  periodical  writing — that  form  of  literature  which 
is  the  surest  indication  of  a  larger  public  to  be  addressed.  If  we  adequately^ 
bear  in  mind  the  expansion  of  thought  that  was  coincident  with  the  great 
events  of  this  remarkable  period,  and  trace  also  the  rapid  growth  of  an 
influential  body  of  readers  beyond  the  narrow  circles  of  the  learned  and  the 
fashionable,  to  whom  nearly  all  writers  had  addressed  themselves  in  the  first 
three  decades  of  this  reign,  we  may  find  two  links  by  which  to  connect  the 
rapid  and  imperfect  notices  which  we  now  propose  to  offer,  without  any 
attempt  at  minute  criticism,  of  what  is  generically  termed  The  Press. 

About  the  time  when  Samuel  Johnson  died, J  there  appeared  a  writer  who 
suddenly  emerged  from  a  provincial  life  of  sickness  and  seclusion,  after  having 
passed  his  fiftieth  year,  to  become  "  the  most  popular  poet  of  his  genera- 
tion.* *§  William  Cowper  was  the  precursor  of  the  poetical  school  that 
sprang  up  amidst  the  excitement  of  the  French  E^volution.  He  had  many 
distinctive  qualities  essentially  different  from  the  leaders  of  that  school.    He 

*  See  De  Tocqueville,  **  Society  in  France  before  the  Bevolation,"  chap.  xir. 

t  "  .  'wning — **ParaoelBUB,*'  I. 

t  bee  Ante,  vol.  vii.  chap.  ▼. 

$  Sonthey,  Lifo  of  Cowper  in  Collected  Works,  chap.,  i. 
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was  unfamiliar  with  German  modes  of  thought,  and  German  models  of  com- 
position. With  the  exception  of  one  humorous  poem,  his  writings  did  not 
assume  the  narrative  form,  which  was  so  marked  a  characteristic  of  the  next 
period.  His  first  volume,  published  in  1784,  contained  the  didactic  poems, 
which  may  almost  be  termed  satires,  of  Table  Talk,  The  Progress  of  Error, 
Truth,  Expostulation,  Hope,  Charity,  Conversation,  Eetirement.  Cowper's 
poetical  tidents  were  known  to  his  intimate  friends,  and  he  had  previously 
published  the  Olney  Hymns.  But  when  Mrs.  Unwin  urged  upon  him,  as  an 
employment  that  might  divert  him  from  thoughts  under  which  his  mental 
powers  too  often  broke  down,  to  produce  a  work  of  magnitude,  she  little  ex- 
pected that  some  six  thousand  lines  would  have  been  written  in  a  time  Scarcely 
exceeding  three  months.  The  peculiar  character  of  this  first  volume  was 
scarcely  calculated  to  win  for  it  a  sudden  popularity.  It  was  not  till  after 
the  publication  of  his  second  volume,  in  1785,  containing  The  Task,  that  the 
strong  sense,  the  high  morality,  the  earnest  piety,  the  love  of  nature,  the 
depth  of  the  home  affections,  which  characterize  these  poems,  began  to  be 
fuUy  recognized  and  duly  appreciated.  The  conventionalities  of  most  of  the 
poets  who  had  preceded  Cowper  were  to  be  cast  aside  and  forgotten  in  this 
manifestation  of  the  power  of  earnestness  and  simplicity.  The  popularity 
which,  with  some  persons,  must  have  been  at  first  retarded  by  the  strong 
religious  feeling  of  these  poems,  was  ultimately  increased,  in  what  has  been 
denominated  **  the  great  religious  movement  of  the  end  of  the  last  century.*' 
Cowper  died  in  1800 ;  but  as  a  painter  of  manners  he  represents  the 
fashions  and  classes  before  the  French  !Revolution.  Some  of  the  satire 
belongs  to  no  especial  generation.  The  waste  of  time  in  cards  and  di&. ;  the 
rank  debauch,  which  suits  Clodio's  filthy  taste,  who  can  "  drink  five  bo;.tles, 
and  bilk  the  score" — Gorgonius  the  glutton,  ''abdominous  and  wan  ** — ^these 
are  general  portraits.    The  novelists 

''  Whose  oorresponding  misses  filled  the  ream 
With  sentimental  frippery  and  dream," 

will  possibly  never  be  extinct.  The  petit  maitre  parson  in  Cowper's  admirable 
portraiture  is  a  successor  of  the  gross  Trulliber  of  a  former  age.  Fielding 
probably  never  saw  the  preacher  who  brings  forth  the  pocket  mirror  in  the 
pulpit,  or  with  opera-glass  watches  the  slow  retiring  fair.  He  might  have 
Been  the  court  chaplain 

''  Frequent  in  Park,  with  lady  at  his  side." 

But  the  churchmen  generally  of  his  time  were  marked  by  the  slovenly  neglect 
and  rustic  coarseness,  which  Cowper  preferred  to  the  affectation  of  the  clerical 
coxcomb  of  his  satire.  The  political  profligacy  of  those  times  was  never  more 
strongly  painted  than  in  the  picture  of  the  country  gentleman,  who,  having 
expended  his  wealth  in  gaming  or  building,  bums  to  serve  his  country,  and 
receives  the  price  of  his  vote  from  ministerial  grace  or  private  patronage.  The 
venal  senator,  and  the  remorseless  highwayman,  each  belong  to  those  good  old 
times: — 

**  Oh,  innooent  1  compared  with  arts  like  these,  ^  .. 

Grape  and  oock'd  pistol,  and  the  whistling  ball 

Sent  through  the  traveUei's  temples  I"  ^^  T 
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In  those  days  public  corruption  and  private  immorality  filled  the  thinking 
with  apprehension :  — 

"  'Tie  therefore,  sober  and  good  men  are  sad 
For  England's  glorj,  seeing  it  wax  pale 
And  sickly,  while  her  champions  wear  their  hearts 
So  loose  to  private  duty,  that  no  brain 
Healthfal  and  undisturbM  by  factions  fumes, 
Can  dream  them  trusty  to  the  general  weal." 

Cowper  believed  that  the  public  men  of  his  time  had  grown  degenerate — "  the 
age  of  virtuous  politics  is  past." 

In  such  a  brief  view  of  literary  progress  as  we  are  now  attempting  to 
give,  it  appears  to  us  important  to  divide  our  subject  into  two  periods  of  very 
moderate  extent.  In  his  great  work  on  the  Literature  of  Europe,  Mr.  Hallam 
gives  the  leading  writers  in  various  periods  of  half  a  century  each.  Although 
such  a  division  has  the  apparent  inconvenience  of  making  a  somewhat  too 
distinct  line  of  separation  in  the  works  of  the  same  author  (as  in  the  case  of 
Shakespere,  who  wrote  at  the  end  of  the  16th  century  and  the  beginning  of 
the  17th),  it  is  far  more  satisfactory  than  the  plan  pursued  by  an  eminent 
historian  of  our  own  time.  It  is  somewhat  embarrassing  to  our  chronolo- 
gical notions  when  we  find  Eogers  and  Tennyson  in  the  same  chapter  of 
poets,  Sharon  Turner  and  Macaulay  of  historians,  and  Miss  Edgeworth  and 
Thackeray,  of  novelists.*  The  convenience,  if  not  the  necessity,  of  adopting 
more  manageable  eras,  and  even  of  dividing  in  some  cases  the  productions  of 
one  man  into  two  eras,  may  be  estimated  by  reference  to  the  cases  of  Eogers 
and  Crabbe.  The  author  of  the  "  Pleasures  of  Memory  '*  published 
his  "Ode  to  Superstition,  and  other  Poems,**  in  1786.  Crabbe's  early 
poems,  "  The  Library,'*  "  The  Village,*'  and  "  The  Newspaper,"  appeared 
from  1781  to  1784.  The  "Italy"  of  Eogers  did  not  appear  till  1822; 
Crabbe's  "  Tales  of  the  Hall  **  appeared  in  1819.  In  their  early  career, 
Eogers  and  Crabbe  belonged  to  the  generation  of  Cowper  and  Burns ;  in 
their  latter  period  they  belonged  to  the  same  age  as  Byron  and  Moore. 

Crabbe,  more  than  any  other  poet  of  either  of  the  periods  to  which  he 
belongs,  is  a  painter  of  manners.  It  has  been  observed  by  a  critic  of  no 
common  order,  that  "  with  all  its  originality,  the  poetical  genius  of  Crabbe 
was  acted  upon  and  changed  by  the  growth  of  new  tastes  and  a  new  spirit  in 

the  times  through  which  he  lived As  he  lived,  indeed,  in  two 

eras,  so  he  wrote  in  two  styles.' *t  His  early  poems,  which  are  essentially 
didactic,  contain  little  of  the  poetical  element  which  is  to  be  found  in  the 
strong  and  impassioned  narrative  of  his  later  years.  "  The  Library "  and 
"  The  Newspaper  '*  necessarily  deal  with  the  subjects  of  our  own  present 
chapter. 

The  age  of  great  books  was  gone, — the  age  when  an  author  wrote  his 
one  folio,  bepraised  by  poetic  friends ;  when  the  ponderous  gift  was  accepted 
by  princes ;  and  when 

**  Ladies  read  the  work  they  coold  not  lift.** 

The  age  of  abstracts,  and  abridgments,  and  pamphlets  was  come, — ^the  age  of 

*  So  in  Alison,  '^Bnrope  from  the  Fall  of  Napoleon,**  toI.  i.  chap.  5. 

t  "  History  of  Bnglish  Literatare,"  by  George  L.  Cnuk,  LL.D.,  1861,  Troi  ii.  n.  485. 
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**  a  folio  number  once  a  week  '*  Iq  "  The  Library  "  the  "  Ancient  worthies 
of  Bomance "  are  in  disgrace ;  the  giants,  the  knights  and  the  magicians 
are  gone.  The  Poet  accurately  describes  the  quality  of  the  fiction  which  had 
succeeded  to  the  "  brood  of  old  Romance."  The  novels  of  the  Sentimental 
School  were  in  fashion,  as  well  as  the  Sentimental  Comedy.  These  mawkish 
productions  were  "stories  of  repentant  rakes  wooing  humble  nymphs  ;"  or  of 
**  virtue  going  to  midnight  masquerade  on  purpose  to  be  tried ;  "  op,  the  let- 
ters of  the  tender  Delia  to  the  sympathizing  Lucinda.  Crabbe's  novel-reading 
experience  is  also  given  as  a  reminiscence  of  his  later  period.  "  Wanderings 
of  the  Heart ;  "  "  Confessions  of  a  Nun ;  '*  "  Tales  of  Winters,  Summers, 
Springs,  at  Bath  and  Brighton,"  in  which  "  all  was  love  and  flight  to  G-retna 
^Jreen  ;  "  these  were  the  staple  of  the  Circulating  Libraries,  then  recently 
called  into  existence. 

"  The  Newspaper  "  describes  that  great  province  of  the  realms  of  print  as 
it  existed  four  or  five  years  before  the  French  Revolution.  At  the  date  of 
CJrabbe's  poem,  there  were  seventy-nine  newspapers  published  in  G-reat 
Britain  and  Ireland.  Seven  years  before,  there  were  seventeen  in  London, 
of  which  seven  were  daily,  and  one  of  once  a  week.  The  name  of  Sunday 
paper  was  eschewed  till  "  Johnson's  Sunday  Monitor "  appeared,  which 
Crabbe  not  unjustly  satirizes  for  "the  moral  essays  on  his  front,  and  carnal 
business  in  the  rear."  Flourishing  with  morning  papers  and  evening  papers, 
there  were  papers  of  thrice  a  week  and  twice  a  week.  Crabbe  gives  the  titles 
of  some  members  of  the  literature  which  he  holds  in  contempt  as  "  those 
vapid  sheet?," — Ledgers,  Chronicles,  Posts,  Heralds.  One  paper,  which 
appeared  a  year  after  his  poem, "  The  Daily  Universal  Register,"  is  remarkable 
as  having  been  printed  and  published  by  John  Walter,  Printing  House 
Square.  The  name  of  that  journal,  in  1788,  was  changed  to  "  The  Times." 
Crabbe  had  no  taste  for  newspapers.  In  their  politics  they  were  "  fickle  and 
false ;  "  they  were  "the  poisoned  springs  from  learning's  fountain ; "  "  blind 
guides,"  "anonymous  slanderers.*'  The  newspaper  editors  were  "mutual 
thieves  from  each  brother's  hoard  ;  "  "  what  you  read  in  one  you  read  through 
all." 

"  Their  ninners  ramble  day  and  night, 

To  drag  each  lurking  deed  to  open  light ; 

For  daily  bread  the  dirty  trade  they  ply, 

Coin  their  fresh  tales,  and  live  upon  the  lie." 

Some  of  this  satire  was  no  doubt  poetical  exaggeration  ;  but  at  that  period 
newspapers  had  no  high  character  to  sustain.  The  government  dreaded  and 
-despised  them ;  they  were  in  perpetual  conflict  with  the  Parliament  about 
privilege  ;  their  contributors  were  ill-paid  ;  their  proprietors  and  editors  had 
little  social  respect.  How  great  has  been  the  change !  It  was  during  the 
war  that  newspapers,  such  as  the  Morning  Chronicle,  became  valuable  pro- 
perties. James  Perry,  the  proprietor  of  that  paper,  was  originally  a  reporter 
at  a  guinea  a-week.  A  payment  of  this  amount  for  his  weekly  services  was 
refused  by  one  whose  presumption  was  thus  described  by  one  of  the  most 
energetic  of  the  newspaper  producers : — "  We  hear  much  of  purse-proud 
insolence,  but  poets  can  sometimes  be  insolent  on  the  conscious  power 
of  talenty  as  well  as  vulgar  upstarts  can  be  on  the  conscious  power  of  purse. 
.     ...    It  would  surely  have  been  a  more  honourable  employment  than  t 
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that  of  an  excise-gauger."  We  txim  from  the  "base  ephemera'*  of  past 
journalism  to  Eobert  Bums  "  the  excise-ganger/'  the  greatest  name  in  that 
era  of  our  literature  that  immediately  preceded  the  French  Eevolution. 

Prom  the  first  publication  in  1786  of  a  volume  of  Poems,  chiefly  in  the 
Scottish  dialect,  by  Bobert  Burns,  which  was  printed  in  the  town  of 
Kilmarnock,  Scotland  felt  that  a  great  spirit  had  arisen  to  shed  a  new 
lustre  on  the  popular  language  and  literature.  The  immediate  and  wide- 
spreading  reputation  of  Burns  was  produced  by  something  much  higher  than 
the  wonderment  that  an  unlettered  ploughman  should  have  been  able  to 
produce  verses  not  only  of  such  commanding  strength,  but  of  such  unlaboured 
refinement.  The  Scottish  dialect  which,  to  a  certain  extent,  was  almost 
obsolete  for  the  purposes  of  literature,  became,  in  the  hands  of  this  peasant, 
the  vehicle  of  thoughts  and  descriptions  which,  whether  impassioned  or 
humorous,  tender  or  satirical,  received  a  new  charm  from  the  simplicity  of 
the  language  whose  ordinary  use  was  vulgarized  by  the  illiterate.  Bums  had 
not  the  creative  power  of  the  highest  order  of  poets ;  but  in  describing  his 
own  emotions  with  a  warmth  equal  to  the  energy  with  which  he  plunged  inta 
his  loves  or  friendships  ;  in  delineating  with  the  frankest  unreserve  the  errors 
from  which  his  manly  sense  and  his  natural  veneration  for  what  is  of  good 
report  could  not  preserve  him ;  in  painting  with  the  most  admirable  truth 
the  appearances  of  nature  or  the  social  characteristics  which  presented  them* 
selves  to  his  observation, — few  poets  have  approached  him.  In  his  occasional 
impurities  of  thought  and  diction,  which  were  the  outbreak  of  a  reckless 
levity,  we  always  see  a  noble  nature  beneath  the  display  of  the  wildest 
licence.  The  mode  in  which  Bums  **  unlocked  his  heart*'  has  nothing  in  it 
of  that  inordinate  self-love  which  exhibits  itself  in  touches  of  glaring  vanity 
or  afiected  modesty,  each  intended  to  challenge  admiration.  In  his  manlj 
pride  there  is  no  peevish  misanthropy.  In  his  violations  of  decorum  there 
is  no  desire  to  make  proselytes  to  immorality.  The  egotism  of  Burns  may 
be  compared  with  the  egotism  of  the  most  popular  English  poet  of  the  suc- 
ceeding generation.  In  the  morbid  introspection  and  the  capricious  hatreds 
of  one  who  "  woke  one  morning  and  found  himself  famous,"  we  look  in  vain 
for  the  innate  nobleness  of  character  of  the  rustic,  who,  having  gone  from  his 
plough  to  become  the  spoiled  child  of  Edinburgh  society,  fell  afterwards  into 
habits  of  intemperance,  and  yet,  in  the  grossest  errors  of  his  life,  never 
exhibited  a  mean  spirit.  What  Burns  produced  under  all  the  disadvantages 
of  imperfect  education,  of  continuous  labour,  of  uncongenial  employment,  of 
corrupting  society,  made  him  emphatically  the  national  poet  of  Scotland  in 
the  twelve  years  which  were  allotted  to  his  life  after  his  first  publication. 
It  has  been  affirmed — and  we  are  not  disposed  to  question  the  truth  of  the 
opinion — that  the  influence  of  Bums  upon  the  popular  mind  of  Scotland 
"  has  been  all  for  good,  enlarging,  elevating,  and  refining  the  national  heart, 
as  well  as  awakening  it.  The  tendency  of  some  things,  both  in  the  character 
of  the  people  and  their  peculiar  institutions,  required  such  a  check  or 
counteraction  as  was  supplied  by  this  frank,  generous,  reckless  poetry."  * 

Whilst  Scotland  is  producing  her  Bums,  whose  inspiration  was  the 
bracing  air  of  his  own  rivers  and  hills,  and  whose  imagery  was  derived  from  the 

♦  Craik,  <'Bngliib  Liteniiare,*'  roi  ii.  p.  424.        ^  , 
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liying  or  inanimate  nature  around  him,  England  has  her  Darwin,  who  deemed 
it  the  office  of  a  poet  to  penetrate  beneath  the  surface  of  natural  appearances, 
and  to  exhibit  the  mysteries  of  physiology  in  sonorous  rhyme.  The  physician 
of  Derby  is  almost  forgotten.  '*  The  Loves  of  the  Plants"  are  less  popularly 
known  than  Canning's  imitation,  "  The  Loves  of  the  Triangles."  The  attempt 
•of  Darwin  to  marry  Science  to  Poetry  was  the  mistake  of  a  man  of  real  talent 
and  knowledge.  The  material  spirit  of  his  age  pressed  heavily  upon  him. 
The  applications  of  scientific  discovery  to  the  great  works  of  industry  filled  his 
fancy  with  incongruous  imagery.  He  saw  in  Physics  a  world  of  grandeur 
and  beauty  not  yet  appropriated  by  Imagination;  and  he  contrived  that 
unnatural  alliance  of  Pact  and  Piction  which,  however  admired  in  his  own 
day,  has  made  his  analogies  and  similes  now  appear  simply  ludicrous.  The 
fantastic  machinery  by  which  he  attempts  to  connect  the  laws  of  vegetable 
and  animal  life,  and  the  operations  of  art,  with  the  presence  of  invisible 
beings,  is  to  make  the  sylphs,  which  hovered  round  Pope's  Belinda  in  their 
tricksy  beauty,  very  poor  substitutes,  in  Darwin's  hard  unrealities,  for  human 
interests.  Poetry  has  better  materials  to  work  upon,  even  in  the  mortal 
toilers  by  the  side  of  the  steam-engine,  than  the  "  Nymphs,"  who  "  in 
simmering  cauldrons  played."    Darwin  is  poetical  when  he  becomes  prophetic : 

'*  Soon  shall  ihj  arm,  nnconquered  Steam,  afar 
Drag  the  slow  barge,  or  drive  the  rapid  car.*' 

The  prophecy  is  accomplished.     But  steam  has  another  work  to  do : 

"  Or,  on  wide  waving  wings  expanded  bear 
The  flying  chariot  through  the  fields  of  air." 

The  specific  levity  of  air,  he  explains,  being  too  great  for  the  support  of 
great  burdens  by  balloons,  "  there  seems  no  probable  method  of  flying  con- 
veniently, but  by  the  powers  of  steam,  or  some  other  explosive  material, 
which  another  half-century  may  probably  discover."  The  aerial  journey  in 
the  steam-car  is  to  be  not  only  i^e  but  joyous ;  there  will  probably  be  an 
intended  emigration  to  the  moon,  when 

'*  Fair  crews  triumphant,  leaning  from  above, 
Shall  wave  their  fluttering  kerchiefs  as  they  move.'' 

A  poetical  revolution  was  at  hand.  A  little  before  the  beginning  of  the 
convulsions  of  France,  and  during  the  first  year  or  two  of  the  war,  there  was 
a  swarm  of  gaudy  insects  fluttering  in  the  sunshine  of  fashion,  whose  painted 
wings,  bearing  them  from  flower  to  flower,  were  more  admired  than  the 
"ample  pinion"  of  the  true  Poet.  This  school,  called  Delia  Cruscan,  origi- 
nated with  an  English  coterie  at  Florence.  The  sonnets,  canzonets,  elegies, 
epigrams,  epistles  of  the  Anna  Matildas,  Laura-Marias,  Orlandos,  Cesarios, 
were  long  poured  out  unceasingly.  William  Giffbrd,  who  destroyed  the  tribe 
by  his  "Baviad"  and  his  "  Maeviad,"  says  "the  epidemic  malady  was 
spreading  from  fool  to  fool ; "  and  "  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  another 
all  was  nonsense  and  Delia  Crusca.'*  Oifibrd  not  improperly  lauds  the  work 
which  he  had  done  in  clearing  the  gardens  of  the  Hesperides  from  this  deadly 
blight.  '^  Pope  and  IVIilton  resumed  their  superiority."  He  might  have  added 
that  he  did  something  to  make  room  for  another  school, — for  Wordsworth, 
Coleridge,  and  Southey.    In  spite  of  the  "  This  will  never  do  "  of  the  greatf  p 
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northern  critic,  the  Lake  School,  so  called,  which  this  illustrioua  trio  founded, 
has  survived,  and  will  survive. 

If  the  estimates  of  writers  by  their  contemporaries  are  not  always  true, 
they  are  at  least  curious  as  illustrations  of  the  prevailing  taste.  In  1809  there 
appeared  a  satire,  by  an  anonymous  author,  entitled  "  English  Bards  and 
Scotch  Reviewers."  Some  of  this  early  production  of  Lord  Byron  is  personal 
spite,  and  much  is  false  criticism.  In  after  years  he  suppressed  the  poem^ 
having  moderated  his  anger  and  matured  his  judgment.  Yet,  if  the  poetical 
critic  had  not,  to  some  extent,  reflected  the  popular  opinion,  he  would  not 
have  described  "the  simple  Wordsworth," 

**  Who,  both  by  precept  and  example,  shows 
That  prose  is  verse,  and  verse  is  merely  prose ;" 

nor  characterized  "  gentle  Coleridge  " 

**  To  turgid  ode  and  tumid  stanza  dear.** 

Southey  comes  off  better : 

<<  Let  Southey  sing,  although  his  teeming  muse, 
Prolific  every  spring,  be  too  profuse." 

It  may  be  consolatory  to  neglected  poets  to  know,  that  the  two  greatest  of 
the  Lake  Poets  have  won  their  freshest  laurels  from  a  generation  that  suc- 
ceeded the  doubters  and  scoffers  of  their  early  period.  It  was  not  merely  the 
dull  and  the  acrimonious  who  spoke  slightingly  of  Wordsworth  and  Coleridge, 
even  as  recently  as  1811.  Leigh  Hunt,  in  most  cases  a  generous  critic,  in  his 
"Feast  of  the  Poets"  makes  Apollo  look  pleased  upon  "Bob  Southey;'* 
but  Apollo  "turned  without  even  a  look  "  for  the  "  three  or  four  others  " 
who  had  entered  with  him : 

"  For  Coleridge  had  vexed  him  long  since,  I  suppose, 
By  his  idling,  and  gabbling,  and  muddling  in  prose  ; 
And  as  to  that  Wordsworth  !  be*d  been  so  benurst, 
Second  childhood  with  him  had  come. close  on  the  first."* 

Apollo  having  cried,  "  Laurels  for  four,*'  the  honoured  guests  of  the  God  are 
Campbell,  Southey,  Scott,  and  Moore.  Crabbe  is  to  be  recreated  "  down- 
stairs :*• 

''And  let  him  have  part  of  what  goes  from  the  table." 

"Wordsworth  had  appeared  as  a  writer  of  verse  in  1793.  The  first  volume  of 
the  "  Lyrical  Ballads  *'  was  published  in  1798.  In  the  second  volume,  published 
in  1800,  he  was  associated  with  Coleridge.  Of  "Joan  of  Arc,**  the  first  poem 
which  Southey  gave  to  the  world,  in  1796,  a  portion  was  contributed  by  Cole- 
ridge. The  relative  value  of  the  three  friends,  as  poets,  has  been  somewhat 
differently  adjudged  in  the  present  time  from  the  early  estimate  of  their  peculiar 
powers.  Southey,  the  most  voluminous,  is  now  little  read,  and  has  certainly 
not  produced  an  enduring  influence  upon  our  poetical  literature.  Coleridge, 
who,  of  the  trio,  has  written  the  smaller  amount  of  verse,  is  generally  held  to  be 
the  most  exquisite  artist,  although  least  fitted  to  be  popular.  Wordsworth — 
described  by  Hazlitt  as  the  most  original  poet  living ;  but  one  whose  writings 
were  not  read  by  the  vulgar,  not  understood  by  the  learned,  despised  by  the 

*  We  quote  from  the  first  edition  of  this  clever  poem,  published  in  "  The  Befleetor.TV> 
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great,  and  ridiculed  by  the  fashionable — lived  to  see  his  writings  universally 
read  by  learned,  great,  fashionable,  and  even  "  the  vulgar.**  His  power  was 
slowly  won,  but  it  was  enduring ;  for  he  looked  beyond  the  classes  that  were 
once  deemed  to  be  alone  sufficiently  elevated  for  the  purposes  of  didactic 
or  descriptive  verse.  The  great  objection  to  his  writings  was,  "  the  wilfulness 
with  which  he  persists  in  choosing  his  examples  of  intellectual  dignity  and 
tenderness  exclusively  from  the  lowest  ranks  of  society.**  The  Edinburgh 
Beviewer  wanted  Mr.  Wordsworth,  **  instead  of  confining  himself  almost  en- 
tirely to  the  society  of  the  dale-men,  and  cottagers,  and  little  children,  who 
form  the  subjects  of  his  book,  to  condescend  to  mingle  a  little  more  with  the 
people  who  were  to  read  and  judge  of  it.*'*  The  poet  had  his  reward  in  the 
fact  that  the  exceptional  class  of  the  lower  ranks  became  his  readers  and 
admirers.     He  survived  till  the  era  of  diffused  education. 

It  was  the  complaint  of  the  author  of  "  English  Bards,"  that  a  new  reading 
public  had  arisen  to  buy  books  according  to  their  own  tastes. 

**  Each  ooantry  book-club  bows  the  knee  to  Baal, 
And,  hurling  lawful  genius  from  the  throne. 
Erects  a  shrine  and  idol  of  its  own." 

It  was  a  grievance,  that  out  of  this  new  demand  authors  were  to  be  paid  at 
a  rate  far  beyond  that  of  the  exclusive  periods  of  the  commerce  of  literature. 
For  this  was  Byron  indignant  in  his  days  of  innocence,  when  he  could  spurn 
Scott  as  "  Apollo's  venal  son,'*  deeming  it  a  sin  against  the  dignity  of  verse 
that  the  booksellers  had  agreed  to  pay  for  "  Marmion  "  at  the  rate  of  "  half- 
a-crown  a  line."  In  a  year  or  two  Byron  was  as  greedy  a  worshipper  of  "  stem 
Mammon  "  as  any  "  hireling  bard."  The  Circulating  Library  and  the  Book 
Club  had,  to  some  extent,  superseded  the  comparatively  small  number  of 
private  book-buyers.  To  this  more  numerous  body  of  readers  did  the  pub- 
lishers of  '*  The  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel,*'  of  "  Marmion,"  of  "  The  Lady  of 
the  Lake,"  and  of  Scott's  other  romances  in  verse,  address  themselves,  when 
they  reprinted  his  inconveniently  splendid  and  dear  quartos  in  more  modest 
and  cheaper  octavos.  "  The  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel "  was  published  in  1805, 
and  **  Marmion  "  in  1808.  Byron  designated  these  poems  as  "  stale  romance." 
With  them  commenced  the  new  era  of  narrative  poetry,  which  has  almost 
wholly  superseded  the  merely  didactic  and  descriptive  orders  of  verse,  and 
which  is  not  incompatible  with  the  most  refined  and  most  subtle  reve- 
lations of  poetical  feeling.  Never  was  a  greater  mistake  than  the  designation 
of  Scott's  narrative  poems  as  "  stale  romance."  He  had  the  most  ample 
knowledge  of  all  the  romances  of  chivalry,  and  especially  of  the  legendary 
lore  of  his  native  land.  His  critical  devotion  to  this  most  seductive  of  the 
pursuits  of  antiquarianism  was  exhibited  in  his  "  Minstrelsy  of  the  Scottish 
Border,"  originally  published  in  1802  and  1803.  The  young  Edinburgh 
Advocate  had  previously  cultivated  an  acquaintance  with  the  Literature  of 
Germany,  of  which  new  well  of  thought  and  diction  other  poets  were 
drinking  so  freely.  But  he  saw  at  home  a  waste  ground  of  imagination 
ready  for  his  profitable  culture.  The  quaint  and  sometimes  tedious  sim- 
plicity ot  the  old  romance  was  to  be  superseded  by  a  rush  of  easy  and  glowing 
narratiye  which  the  imperfectly  cultivated  mind  could  enjoy ;  and  of  which 
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the  critical  faculty  could  scarcely  deny  the  charm,  however  it  might  gneer  at 
mountain  spirits  and  river  sprites,  the  goblin  page  and  the  wizard's  grave. 
There  are  two  critical  notices  of  Scott's  Poems,  reprinted  in  juxta-position 
by  their  accomplished  author,  which  sufficiently  indicate  the  triumphs  which 
Scott  had  achieved  in  a  few  years.  That  on  "  The  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel,*' 
written  in  1806,  concludes  thus :  "  The  locality  of  the  subject  is  likely  to 
obstruct  its  popularity ;  and  the  author,  by  confining  himself  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  description  of  manners  and  personal  adventures,  has  forfeited 
the  attraction  which  might  have  been  derived  from  the  delineation  of  rural 
scenery."  •  The  critique  on  "  The  Lady  of  the  Lake,"  written  in  1810, 
opens  thus :  "  Mr.  Scott,  though  living  in  an  age  remarkably  prolific  of 
original  poetry,  has  manifestly  outstripped  all  his  competitors  in  the  race  of 
popularity,  and  stands  already  upon  a  height  to  which  no  other  writer  has 
attained  in  the  memory  of  any  one  now  alive."  t 

The  popularity  of  Walter  Scott  as  a  narrative  poet  was  equalled,  if  not 
excee'ded,  by  that  of  lord  Bjron,  when  he  reluctantly  turned  from  satire  and 
the  comparatively  tame  Cantos  I.  and  II.  of  "  Childe  Harold,"  to  write  verse 
!Bomances,  of  which  the  scenes  were  Oriental,  and  the  heroes  were  modelled 
from  his  own  likeness.  Byron  was  almost  universally  held  as  the  first  of 
living  poets.  There  were  some,  it  is  true,  who  doubted  the  reasonableness  of 
the  universal  homage ;  some  who  ascribed  his  extraordinary  fame  to  causes 
of  a  more  temporary  and  artificial  nature  than  the  power  of  his  genius  ;  who 
thought  that  the  multiplication  of  his  own  portrait  was  no  indication  of  a 
real  knowledge  of  the  human  heart;  who  upheld  the  faith  that  a  truly 
great  poet  could  not  be  impressed  with  the  grandeur  and  beauty  of  the 
external  world  without  an  abiding  sense  of  the  Creator's  presence,  nor  could 
survey  mankind  in  the  spirit  of  an  insane  contempt  of  his  country,  and 
of  malignant  hatred  of  classes  and  individuals  amongst  whom  he  had 
lived.  In  the  poem  which,  considered  in  a  merely  literary  point  of  view,  is 
his  greatest  production,  "  Don  Juan "  is  the  intensification  of  the  sensual 
attributes  of  the  poet's  own  character,  dressed  up  with  marvellous  ability  for 
no  other  end  than  to  dazzle  and  corrupt.  A  higher  taste,  and  a  more  pre- 
valent sense  of  decency,  has  done  more  to  consign  this  poem  to  partial 
neglect  than  Lord  Eldon's  refusal  to  give  it  the  protection  of  the  law  of 
copyright.  One  of  the  most  popular  of  our  living  novelists  has  depicted 
an  East  Indian  officer,  who,  having  returned,  after  long  absence  to  his 
native  country,  quite  unfamiliar  with  the  more  recent  judgments  of  English 
society  on  matters  of  literature,  is  scandalized  at  the  critical  opinions  of  his 
son's  friends — opinions  which  were  not  of  Colonel  Newcome's  time.  What ! 
Lord  Byron  not  one  of  the  greatest  poets  of  the  world !  Sir  Walter  a  poet 
of  the  second  order!  That  reverence  for  Mr.  Wordsworth,  what  did  it 
mean  ?  Mr.  Keats,  and  the  young  Mr.  Tennyson  of  Cambridge,  the  chief  of 
modem  poets !  Such  were  the  mutations  of  opinion  between  the  last  years 
of  King  George  III.  and  the  first  years  of  Queen  Victoria. 

Whilst  Byron  was  in  the  full  blaze  of  his  reputation,  and  Wordsworth 
was  slowly  establishing  an  enduring  influence  upon  the  popular  mind,  two 
young  poets  appeared,  who,  for  a  time,  had  to  endure  as  much  obloquy  and 
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neglect  as  ordinarily  falls  to  the  lot  of  intrusive  mediocrity.  In  1812,  at  the 
age  of  twenty,  Shelley  printed  bis  "  Queen  Mab."  In  1821,  he  was  drowned 
in  the  Mediterranean.  In  these  ten  years  of  a  feverish  and  often  unhappy 
existence,  he  produced  a  body  of  poetry  "  remarkable  for  its  quantity,  but 
much  more  wonderful  for  the  quality  of  the  greater  part  of  it."  •  Fe>w 
were  his  contemporary  admirers.  He  was  denounced  and  dreaded.  At  war 
with  many  of  the  institutions  of  society ;  an  unbeliever  in  Christianity,  but 
with  a  vague  belief  of  an  over-ruling  power,  and  of  the  soul's  immortality; 
his  rash  opinions,  confirmed  by  something  like  persecution ;  it  was  reserved 
for  another  age  to  understand  the  rare  qualities  of  his  genius.  Shelley  has 
been  called  ''the  poet  of  poets.*'  His  highest  excellences  are' scarcely 
capable  of  rousing  enthusiasm  in  ordinary  readers,  now  that  he  is  read. 
Xeats  published  two  volumes  of  Poems  in  1817 ;  his  third  volume  appeared 
a  few  months  before  his  death  in  1821.  The  inspiration  of  Keats,  like  that 
of  Shelley,  was  fitted  to  attract  fervent  votaries,  but  only  amongst  a  com- 
paratively small  class — those  ''  of  imagination  all  compact."  The  narrative 
facility  of  Scott,  the  splendid  declamation  of  Byron,  were  elements  of  popu- 
larity which  were  wanting  in  these  masters  of  a  subtler  art. 

The  narrative  character,  by  which  a  great  portion  of  the  verse  of  this 
period  had  established  its  hold  upon  the  popular  mind,  was  now  adopted  by 
writers  whose  earlier  productions  were  more  in  conformity  with  the  tastes 
of  a  generation  passing  away.  Campbell  had  a  wider  reputation  than  any 
contemponuy  at  the  beginning  of  the  century,  created  by  his  "  Pleasures  of 
Hope  "  and  his  noble  lyrics.  In  1809,  he  produced  "  Gertrude  of  Wyoming." 
Eogers  appeared  to  revive  from  a  sleep  of  twenty  years,  when,  in  1814,  he 
published  "  Jaqueline,"  in  conjunction  with  the  "  Lara "  of  Byron.  His 
**  Pleasures  of  Memory  "  appeared  in  1792.  He  returned  to  his  characteristic 
style  in  the  "  Italy  "  of  1822.  Leigh  Hunt,  whose  Juvenile  Poems  appeared 
in  1802,  and  whose  poetical  faculty  had  been  subsequently  displayed  in 
graceful  Terse,  light  or  serious,  in  1816  took  his  place  amongst  the  narrative 
poets  by  his  "  Stbry  of  Eimini.'*  Moore,  the  wittiest  of  satirists,  the  most 
elegant  of  song-writers,  published  "  Lalla  Rookh  "  in  1817.  Crabbe, — ^who, 
when  he  published  a  volume  of  "  Poems  "  in  1807,  was  hailed  "  with  the  same 
sort  of  feeling  that  would  be  excited  by  tidings  of  an  ancient  friend,  whom  we 
no  longer  expected  to  see  in  this  world,t — in  that  volume  reprinted  "  The 
Village."  His  new  productions,  which  included  "The  Parish  Eegister," 
were  principally  of  a  narrative  character.  In  1810  came  "  The  Borough," 
with  the  same  marked  feature  of  the  recent  poetical  school;  in  1812, 
^*  Tales ;  "  and  in  1819,  "  Tales  of  the  Hall."  It  is  in  these  novelets  in  verse 
of  Crabbe  that  we  must  look  for  such  occasional  delineations  of  manners  as 
have  made  the  prose  novels  of  Fielding  and  Smollett  most  valuable  studies  of 
the  times  in  which  they  flourished.  The  life  of  the  country  town  and  its 
neighbourhood,  half  a  century  ago,  has  coarser  and  harder  features  than 
would  now  offer  themselves,  even  in  the  least  refined  classes.  The  sea-going 
population  of  the  "Borough"  are  "a  bold,  artful,  surly,  savage  race," — 
^smugglers,  wreckers,  bribed  electors.     They  dwell  where  there  are  dung- 

•  Cmik,  "Bngliah  Literature,"  rol.  ii.  p.  496. 

t  "Bdin.  Beview,"  April,  1808.  ^  t 
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heaps  before  every  door,  in  the  "  iafected  row  we  term  our  street."  There 
"  riots  are  nightly  heard."  Within  their  hovels  all  is  filth  and  indecency. 
Books  there  are  none,  but  ballads  on  the  wall,  abusive  or  obscene.  Aid- 
borough  was  then  a  watering-place, — and  had  a  "  Season."  There  are  few  of 
its  visitors  now  who  would  be  content  with 

"  The  brick-floor'd  parlour  which  the  butcher  leta." 

The  Mayor  of  the  Borough,  a  prosperous  fisherman,  did  not  know  in  the 
painful  accumulation  of  wealth,  that  money  would  multiply  at  interest.  He 
was  not  alone  in  his  ignorance.  The  race  of  hoarders  was  common  in  every 
district  at  the  beginning  of  the  century.  The  neighbouring  Squire  comes 
once  a  month  to  the  "  Free  and  Easy  Club,"  to  be  the  hero  of  the  night. 
The  rector,  doctor,  and  attorney  meet,  in  pleasant  conviviality,  to  talk  over 
parish  afil%irs  and  politics, — election  zeal,  and 

<<  The  murmuring  poor  who  will  not  fast  in  peace." 

In  such  meetings  there  was  ever  a  dictator, — a  "  Justice  Bolt," — ^whose 
passion  was  that  of  "  teaching  " 

<< Those  who  instruction  needed  not,  or  sought;'* 

— in  more  recent  times  a  malady  most  incident  to  Scots.  The  attorney 
then  thought  that  he  could  best  thrive  in  encouraging  litigation.  The 
apothecary,  "all  pride  and  business,  bustle  and  conceit,"  was  protected 
in  his  neglect  of  the  poor  by  a  "drowsy  bench."  The  parish  priest, 
who  heeded  not  the  summons  to  a  pauper's  bed,*  had  not  yet  been 
roused  out  of  his  indifference  by  the  presence  near .  his  church  of  "  Sects  in 
Eeligion."  Eomanists,  Baptists,  Swedenborgians,  Universalists, '  Jews,  were 
found  in  the  country  town  ;  but  most  prevailing  were  the  "  Methodists,  of 
two  kinds,  Calvinistic  and  Arminian." 

"  Sects  in  Eeligion  ?    Yes,  of  every  race 
We  nurse  some  portion  in  our  favoured  place ; 
Not  one  warm  preacher  of  one  growing  Sect 
Can  say  our  Borough  treats  him  with  neglect ; 
Frequent  as  fashions,  they  with  us  appear, 
And  you  might  ask,  *  how  think  we  for  the  year  ? '  " 

In  the  "  Edinburgh  Keview,"  of  1816,  Jeffrey  attributed  the  creation  of 
an  effectual  demand  for  more  profound  speculation  and  more  serious  emotion 
than  were  dealt  in  by  the  writers  of  the  former  century,  to  the  agitations  of 
the  French  revolution,  the  impression  of  the  new  literature  of  Germany,  and 
"  the  rise  or  revival  of  a  more  evangelical  spirit  in  the  body  of  the  people."  t 
The  direct  relations  of  this  "more  evangelical  spirit"  to  our  lighter 
literature  are  not  very  manifest ;  but  its  indirect  effect  may  be  traced  iu  the 
general  abandonment  in  prose  works  of  fiction  of  the  grossness  which  still 
lingered  in  the  delineations  of  social  life  which  came  after  those  of  the  great 
humourists  who  were  passing  away  when  George  III.  ascended  the  throne. 
This  may  be  partly  attributed  to  the  reformation  of  manners,  which  had 
unquestionably  been  produced  by  the  same  religious  influences  steadily 

*  The  picture  of  "  the  jovial  youth  "  who  thought  his  duty  was  comprised  in  his  "Sunday's 
task,"  is  found  in  Crabbe's  early  poem  of  ''  The  Village.'* 

t  "Essays,"  vol.  i,  p.  167.  r^  t 
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working  amongst  a  portion  of  the  upper  and  middle  classes.  In  1787, 
Wilberforce  entered  in  his  Journal  a  solemn  record  of  what  he  deemed  one  of 
the  great  objects  of  his  life :  "  Qod  has  set  before  me  the  reformation  of  my 
countrj's  manners."  His  other  great  object,  the  abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  had  been  accomplished  ;  and  a  visible  change  had  taken  place  in  the 
general  aspects  of  society — in  all  of  the  community  except  some  of  the  very 
high,  and  many  of  the  very  low — before  the  close  of  his  career  of  practical 
bencYolence  in  1833.  The  "  more  evangelical  spirit " — which  many  good  and 
earnest  men  condemned  as  sectarian,  had  penetrated  into  the  Church.  A 
writer  who  has  described  the  various  phases  of  this  transition  period  of 
religion,  with  a  natural  aEection  for  the  somewhat  exclusive  society  amidst 
which  he  was  reared,  but  with  a  generous  catholicity  of  mind,  has  shown  the 
difficulty  of  discriminating  between  the  senses  of  two  appellations,  '^  Ortho* 
dox*'  and  "  Evangelical."  He  says,  "  The  knot  would  perhaps  have  been  best 
cut,  by  defining  an  Orthodox  clergyman  as  one  who  held,  in  dull  and  barren 
formality,  the  very  same  doctrines  which  the  Evangelical  clergyman  held  in 
cordial  and  prolific  vitality."  •  The  "prolific  vitality"  fortunately  took  tha 
form  of  association.  Societies  were  formed  for  grappling  with  open  im- 
moralit}",  and  for  mitigating  some  of  the  more  obvious  evils  of  vice  and 
ignorance.  The  Theological  Literature  of  this  awakening  period  presented  a 
novel  aspect.  The  spirit  of  polite  unbelief,  which  England  had  imparted  to 
France  in  the  beginning  and  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  had  travelled 
back  from  France  to  England  towards  the  end  of  that  century,  in  the  grosser 
forms  of  denunciation  and  ribaldry.  Dignitaries  of  the  Church  applied 
themselves  to  put  down  "The  Age  of  Reason"  with  gentle  argument — 
apologetical  rather  than  confiding.  The  great  and  fashionable,  who  shuddered 
at  the  notion  that  those  beneath  them  should  have  their  faith  shaken  and 
their  morals  corrupted  by  atheistical  and  licentious  writers,  did  not  wholly 
stand  on  the  outside  of  the  circle  to  whom  the  Royal  Proclamation  of  1787 
against  Vice  was  addressed.  The  private  offences,  in  the  support  of  whose 
official  interdiction  Wilberforce  founded  a  society,  were,  profanation  of  the 
Lord's  Day,  swearing,  drunkenness.  The  great  gave  their  Sunday  card 
parties,  and  Sunday  concerts,  long  after  Hannah  More  published,  in  1796> 
her  "Estimate  of  the  Religion  of  the  Fashionable  World,"  and  Wilberforce,. 
in  1797,  his  "  Practical  Christianity."  "  The  Clapham  Sect"  strove  manfully 
against  these  anomalies,  amidst  hypocritical  assent  and  covert  ridicule.  Some 
of  this  ridicule  was  deserved.  It  has  been  candidly  acknowledged  that  "  the 
spirit  of  coterie  "  was  amongst  them.  They  "  admired  in  each  other  the 
reflection  of  their  own  looks,  and  the  echo  of  their  own  voices."  t  It  is  this 
quality  that  now  renders  "  CoBlebs  in  Search  of  a  Wife  " — one  of  the  most 
popular  books  of  the  class  of  religious  novels,  of  which  this  production  of 
Hannah  More  was  the  first  example — the  most  tedious  of  homilies  pretend- 
ing to  be  amusing.  What  has  been  called  "  the  unquenchable  thirst  for 
spiritual  excitement'*  exposed  well-meaning  crowds,  who  had  a  perpetual 
craving  for  the  fountains  of  platform  eloquence,  to  manifest  a  spirit  of 
intolerance  and  exclusiveness  which  detracted  largely  from  their  honest 

*  Sir  James  Stephen,  "Essays in  Ecclesiastical  Biography,"  vol.  u,  p.  155. 

t  Ihid,,  p.  807.  C^r\r\rf]o 
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enthusiasm  for  schemes  of  benevolence.  Adyertisements  in  Magazines  of 
Sectarian  doctrines,  announcing  the  establishment  of  a  Margate  Hoy,  set  on 
foot  for  the  accommodation  of  religious  characters  ;  of  an  eligible  residence, 
in  a  neighbourhood  where  the  Gospel  is  preached  in  three  places  within  half 
a  mile ;  and  of  a  serious  man-servant  wanted  who  can  shave ; — such  announce- 
ments as  these,  with  which  half  a  century  has  made  us  more  familiar,  were 
new  and  strange  objects  of  ridicule  in  1808*  Mackintosh,  who  looked  with 
a  real  satisfaction  at  the  public  religious  advocacy  of  such  measures  as  the 
removal  of  slavery,  the  amendment  of  the  criminal  laws,  and  the  general 
<5irculation  of  the  Bible — himself  a  frequent  speaker  at  Anniversaries  of  Bible 
Societies — was  fully  alive  to  the  mistake  of  these  pretensions  to  peculiar 
sanctity  which  have  operated  so  injuriously  on  the  true  interests  of  religion. 
He  thus  makes  a  note  in  his  Diary  of  1818  :  "  They  have  introduced  a  new 
language,  in  which  they  never  say  that  A.  B.  is  good,  or  virtuous,  or  even 
religious,  but  that  he  is  an  Advanced  Christian."  t 

The  orthodox  Divinity  of  this  period  was  distinguished  for  its  scholarship 
and  speculative  ability  rather  than  for  the  spiritual  gifts  claimed  for  another 
school.  Of  those  who  maintained  the  intellectual  reputation  of  the  Euglish 
Church,  Faley  was  the  foremost.  Of  pulpit  orators,  England  could  claim  no 
one  supreme.  Chalmers,  whose  oratorical  powers  commanded  the  admiration 
of  our  most  accomplished  parliamentary  speaker^,  was  also  the  most  admired, 
and  deservedly  so,  of  those  who  committed  their  eloquence  to  the  calm  judgment 
of  the  closet.  His  "  Astronomical  Discourses,"  published  in  1816,  rivalled  the 
novels  of  Walter  Scott  in  their  fascinations  for  all  readers.  Scotland  produced 
another  writer  of  Sermons,  Hugh  Blair,  whose  popularity  for  a  while  was  far 
greater  than  that  of  any  modem  divine  of  the  Church  of  England.  Eeeble  and 
-elegant,  they  excited  no  profound  emotions ;  but  were  generaUy  welcomed  as 
agreeable  reading  for  family  Sunday  evenings.  Of  a  very  different  character 
was  the  preaching  of  Eobert  Hall,  the  Baptist  minister, — a  man  who  redeemed 
Dissent  from  the  imputation  of  ignorance  and  vulgarity  that  attached  to 
pulpits  filled  by  uneducated  men,  who  left  their  proper  vocations  to  be  gospel 
lights.  Sound  thinkers  such  as  Eobert  Hall  were  calculated  to  shame 
the  orthodox  divines  who,  in  too  many  instances,  were  opposed  to  the  spread 
of  Edupation.  In  a  sermon,  preached  in  1810,  on  "  The  Advantages  of  Know- 
ledge to  the  Lower  Classes,"  he  says,  "  If  there  be  any  truth  in  the  figure  by 
which  society  is  compared  to  a  pyramid,  it  is  on  them  its  stability  chiefly 
-depends  ;  the  elaborate  ornaments  at  top  will  be  a  wretched  compensation  for 
the  want  of  solidity  for  the  lower  parts  of  the  structure." 

It  was  one  of  the  objects  of  the  crusade  against  "  Vice  "  carried  on  by  the 
school  of  "  Advanced  Christians,"  to  imitate  the  old  Puritans  in  their  undis- 
eriminating  hatred  of  the  Stage.  This  hatred  was  a  little  out  of  season,  for 
Comedy,  happily  ceasing  to  reflect  the  worst  private  manners,  had  become 
decorous.  The  goddess  of  duluess  had  driven  the  imps  of  licentiousness  ofl* 
the  boards ;  although  their  unholy  revels  were  encouraged  in  the  saloons.  This 
fihamelessness  was  certainly  enough  to  make  good  men  sometimes  regard  the 
4;heatres  as  dangerous  for  their  sons.    But  is  was  scarcely  sufficient  to  justify 

•  "  Edinburgh  Eeview,"  voL  xi.  p.  851. 

t  **  Life  of  Sir  James  Mackintosh,"  vol  iL  p.  S68.    ^  t 
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thut  tasteless  hatred  of  all  theatrical  representations,  which  equally  pro- 
scribed "  Hamlet "  and  "  Tom  and  Jerry,"  and  thought  that  there  would  be 
contamination  in  beholding  the  sublime  impersonations  of  Mrs.  Siddons,  or  in 
Hstening  to  the  majestic  rhetoric  of  John  Kemble.  Their  proscription  of 
the  stage  was  not  lessened  when  Miss  O'Neil  and  Edmund  Kean  came  to 
maintain  the  succession  of  great  tragedians.  It  is  remarkable  that,  with 
such  actors  as  the  patent  theatres  possessed  in  the  first  two  decades  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  and  with  all  the  affluence  of  the  poetry  of  that  era,  no 
original  tragedy  was  produced  that  could  hold  its  place,  even  by  the  side  of 
the  still  popular  scenes  of  Eowe  and  Otway.  The  poetical  tendencies  of  the 
age  were  not  dramatic ;  the  most  popular  of  its  poets  wrote  many  tragedies; 
but  "  it  may  be  doubted  whether  there  is,  in  all  lord  Byron's  plays,  a  single 
remarkable  passage  which  owes  any  portion  of  its  interest  or  effect  to  its 
connection  with  the  characters  or  the  action."*  The  same  may  be  said  of 
the  dramas  of  Coleridge.  Scott's  three  attempts  at  poetical  dialogue  were 
ntter  failures.  The  poets  who  wrote  plays  did  not  conceive  them  in  the 
spirit  of  plays  to  be  acted.  Mr.  Milman's  '*  Fazio,"  which  was  not  written 
for  the  stage,  was  better  adapted  to  the  stage,  and  had  a  greater  succesa 
than  any  other  works  of  a  living  poet,  in  the  hands  of  the  actors,  who  seized 
upon  it  before  the  existence  of  the  law  of  dramatic  copyright.  In  the  same 
era,  when  manners  were  sufficiently  marked  to  offer  viduable  studies  of  the 
social  life  of  the  upper  classes,  there  was  no  worthy  successor  to  Sheridan. 
Had  there  been  a  comic  writer  who  could  have  carried  forward  some  portion 
of  the  brilliant  wit  of  "  The  School  for  Scandal,"  to  have  shown  us  the 
"  dandies"  of  the  Begency — a  race  whose  foppery  was  not  less  intellectual 
than  that  of  the  sparkling  heroes  of  Congreve  and  Vanbrugh — we  might 
have  had  preserved  to  us  a  picture  of  manners  which  have  wholly  departed 
in  the  lazy  affectation  of  the  exclusive  class  in  more  recent  days.  The 
manners  which  the  stage  presented  were  made  up  of  traits  of  character 
derived  from  the  peculiar  aptitudes  of  the  comic  actors — the  Irishman,  the 
Torkshireman,  the  rakish  right-honourable,  the  sentimental  tradesman — 
all  drawn  to  a  pattern  of  the  most  approved  mode  of  flattering  the  honest, 
patriotic,  and  somewhat  obtuse  middle  class,  who  were  the  great  supporters 
of  the  theatre.  John-Bullism  was  in  the  ascendant ;  and  there  was  no  surer 
way  to  an  Englishman's  heart  than  to  stimulate  his  national  pride,  and  repre* 
sent  his  fireside  as  the  seat  of  all  the  virtues. 

If  the  classic  Comedy  had  passed  away, — if  Apollo,  coming  to  the  "  Feast 
of  the  Poets,"  mistook  **  Eeynolds  and  Arnold,  Hook,  Dibdin  and  Cherry," 
for  "the  waiters" — ^the  Novel,  at  the  beginning  of  the  century,  was  beginning 
to  assert  its  legitimate  claims  to  be  the  reflector  of  manners  as  well  as  "  the 
mender  of  hearts."  The  prose  fictions  of  Godwin  and  Holcroft  were  written 
for  the  development  of  political  doctrines.  "  Caleb  Williams "  is  not  a 
fiction  of  actual  life ;  although  a  most  forcible  protest  against  some  of  the 
grosser  forms  of  injustice  and  oppression  which  prevailed  in  a  social  state 
professing  to  be  based  upon  the  legal  rights  of  all  conditions  of  men.  "  Hugh 
Trevor"  is  a  mild  infusion  of  the  principles  that  placed  its  author  in  a 
dangerons  position,  from  which  he  was  saved  by  the  eloquence  of  Erskine. 

*  Macaulay,  "Essays,"  vol.  I  p.  346. 
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The  "  Zeluco  "  and  other  noyels  of  Dr.  Moore  were  of  the  same  semi-didactic 
•character.  Fanny  Bumey  was  a  delineator  of  fashionable  life ;  but  there  is 
nothing  half  so  real  in  "Evelina"  and  "Cecilia"  and  "Camilla,"  as  her 
pictures  of  the  dull  court  of  George  III.  at  "Windsor,  with  the  equerries 
standing  for  two  hours  in  an  outer  room  to  hear  the  evening  concerts.  The 
ordinary  routine  of  the  upper  slaves  of  Royalty,  described  by  one  of  the 
Tictims  as  "riding  and  walking,  and  standing  and  bowing"  in  dutiful  atten- 
dance, and  their  highest  accomplishments,  to  walk  out  of  a  room  backwards 
and  never  to  cough  or  sneeze — these  courtly  attributes  are  eminently  su^es- 
tive  of  the  contrast  between  the  life  in  the  Lodge  at  Windsor  in  1786,  and 
the  life  in  the  Pavilion  at  Brighton  thirty  years  later.  George  III.  asking 
wise  questions  of  men  of  science  that  were  admitted  to  the  Queen's  tea- 
table — Dr.  Herschel,  Mr.  Bryant,  and  Mr.  De  Luc ; — and  the  Begent  assuring 
Mr.  Wilberforce  that  if  he  would  come  to  dine  with  him  his  ears  should 
not  be  offended — "  I  should  hear  nothing  in  his  house  to  give  me  pain, 
that  even  if  there  should  be  at  another  time,  there  should  not  be  when  I 
was  there  :"*  George  III.  reading  his  despatches  before  his  eight  o'clock 
chapel ;  tramping  over  his  farm  or  following  his  harriers  till  his  one  o'clock 
diuner,— and  George  IV.  remaining  in  his  robe  de  chamhre  all  the  morning, 
either  to  receive  his  ministers,  or  lecturing  his  tailor  on  the  cut  of  his 
last  new  coat,t — although  these  may  be  traits  of  individual  character,  they 
are  nevertheless  to  be  associated  with  marked  changes  in  the  general  tone 
of  society.  The  "  plain  living"  was  gone.  The  "  high  thinking"  might  have 
also  been  "  no  more,"  had  not  a  change  come  over  the  manners  of  the  great, 
and  had  not  the  middle  classes  been  raised  and  refined  by  a  nobler  order  of 
literature.     It  was  in  1802  that  the  despairing  poet  complained, — 

'^  No  grandeur  now  in  natare  or  in  book 
Delights  us." 

The  age  of  epics  was  past ;  but  the  charms  of  poetical  or  prose  narrative 
were  to  impart  higher  pleasures  than  those  of  luxurious  indulgence  to  a  new 
race  of  readers.  Looking  back  upon  the  real  dangers,  the  vain  fears,  the 
party  distractions,  of  the  beginning  of  the  century,  it  was  a  substantial 
blessing  to  the  boy  growing  into  manhood  that  such  rich  stores  of  pleasurable 
emotion  were  spread  before  him  by  the  imaginative  writers  who  were  then 
developing  their  riches.     The  young  student  of  that  time  might  say, — 

**  Much  have  I  travelled  in  the  realms  of  gold  ;" 

but  never  with  such  joyous  feelings  as  in  these  days  of  new  poets  and  new 
novelists  that  may  aspire  to  rank  with  the  immortals. 

It  is  difficult  to  convey  to  a  reader  of  a  later  time  an  adequate  notion  of 
the  interest  excited  by  the  rapid  appearance  of  that  series  of  novels,  of  which 
*"  Waverley "  was  the  first  that  surprised  the  world  into  a  new  source  of 
•delight.  Scott  has  attributed  his  desire  to  introduce  the  natives  of  bis  own 
country  to  the  sister  kingdom,  as  having  been  partly  suggested  by  the  well- 
merited  fame  of  Miss  Edgeworth,  whose  Irish  pictures  had  made  the  English 
familiar  with   the   character  of   their   gay    and   kind-hearted  neighbours. 

•  "Life  of  Wilberforce,"  vol.  It.  p.  277. 

t  "Kaikes's  Diary,"  rol.  iii.  p.  56.  ^ 
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Admirable  in  their  truth  as  are  those  novels  of  Miss  Edgeworth,  in  which  she 
delineates  the  virtues  and  the  foibles  of  the  Irish  of  her  day ;  skilful  as  she 
was  in  the  management  of  some  of  her  stories  ;  always  using  her  powers  in 
the  cause  of  an  honest  patriotism,  and  in  the  exposure  of  social  abuses — ^they 
had  the  attraction  of  faithful  representations  of  existing  manners,  but  wanted 
that  charm  of  romantic  indistinctness  which  belongs  to  novels  founded  upon 
^* chronicles  of  eld.*'     They  have  now  an  historical  value  which -the  contem- 
porariejB  of  the  accomplished  authoress  would  have  scarcely  acknowledged. 
But  the  author  of"  Waverley,"  who  lived  essentially  in  the  past,  although  pro- 
fessing to  have  derived  his  impulse  to  paint  the  Scottish  character  from  "  the 
rich  humour,  pathetic  tenderness,  and  admirable  tact*' of  Miss  Edge  worth,  never 
attempted  the  picture  of  the  Scot  of  his  own  day.  "  The  ancient  traditions  and 
high  spirit  of  a  people  who,  living  in  a  civilized  age  and  country,  retained  so 
strong  a  tincture  of  manners  belonging  to  an  early  period  of  society,"  were 
suited  to  a  new  form  of  romance  in  which   the  picturesque  and  the  literal 
might  be   happily  blended.     How  great  was  the  ultimate  success  of  this 
experiment  it  is  needless  to  trace ;  or  how  Scott's  original  scheme  expanded 
into  tales  of  "fierce  wars  aud  faithful  loves,**  common  to  various  climes  and 
eras  of  chivalry  and  feudalism.     The  success  of  the  Waverley  novels  made 
the  greater  portion  of  the  literature  of  the  Circulating  Library  a  drug  in  the 
market.     The  Inchbalds,  and  Bumeys,  and  Kadcliffes  held  their  places  for  a 
little  while.     But  the  accumulations  of  stupidity  which  had  encumbered  the 
booksellers'  shelves  for  thirty  years  ceased  to  circulate.     Amidst  this  revolu- 
tion arose  a  female  writer  of  real  genius,   Jane  Austen.     Her  six  novels  will 
never  be  8wep\  away  with  the  rubbish  of  her  "  Minerva  Press"    compeers. 
The  English  life  of  the  upper  middle  classes  in  the  village  and  the  country 
town — a  life  unchequered  by   startling  incident ;    a  simple  reality  which,  it 
might  be  thought,  every  one  could  paint,  and  which  would  be  dull  and  uninte- 
resting when  painted — is  by  this  young  woman  delineated  with  a  power  which 
makes  actual  things  more  real  than  what  is  palpable  to  all,  and  by  which  the 
most  familiar  scenes  are  looked  upon  as  if  they  were  new.     This  is  high  Art. 
The  rapid  development  in  the  first  two  decades  of  this  century  of  a 
popular  literature  of  a  nobler  order  than  what  had  preceded  it,  is  in  some 
degree  to  be  ascribed  to  the  influence  upon  opinion  of  a  higher  school  of 
criticism.     "  The  Edinburgh  Eeview,"  in  1802,  divorced  the  crafts  of  the 
reviewer  and  the  bookseller.     Without  wholly  assenting  to  the  dictum  of 
lord  Cockbum,  that  Francis  Jeffrey  was  "  the  greatest  of  British  critics,**  we 
may  weU  believe  that  no  one  had  preceded  him,  and  that  few  have  come  after 
him,  who  directed  the  judgment  of  his  contemporaries  upon  current  Litera- 
ture with  such  a  fund  of  good  sense,  with  such  a  quick  perception  of  faults, 
with  such  a  generous  appreciation  of  beauties,  and  with  such  an  honest  im- 
partiality,— always  excepting  the  few  cases  in  which  poets,  especially,  had  the 
misfortune  to   deviate   into  fields  which  the  critic  deemed  barren.     The 
services  which  that  Beview  rendered  to  the  progress  of  improvement,  in  the 
discussion  of  the  great  political  and  social  questions  in  which  improvement 
at  one  time  looked  hopeless,  need  not  here  be  detailed.    It  is  sufficient  for 
us  to  say,  that  it  stimulated  a  healthful  spirit  of  inquiry,  and  altogether  con- 
tributed largely  to  raise  the  standard  of  public  intelligence.     The  "  Quarterly 
Xe?iew  "  came  in  1809  to  supply  what  was  deemed  a  necessary  antidote  to    t 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


128  BLACJBLWOOD'S  MAGAZINE—ESSATISXa  [1784-1820: 

the  political  opinions  of  the  "  Edinburgh."  Its  editor,  William  Gifford,  was 
far  less  tolerant  as  a  critic  than  Jeffrey,  and  he  had  altogether  more  of  par- 
tizanship  in  his  estimate  of  literary  merit.  But  if  he  was  often  stem,  and 
sometimes  unjust  to  those  of  opposite  opinions,  he  was  not  «  tool  in  the 
hands  of  the  partj  leaders  with  whom  he  agreed.  If  Brougham,  and  Sydney 
Smith,  and  Francis  Homer,  and  Mackintosh,  were  associated  with  Jeffrey, 
Oifford  could  marshal  Canning,  and  Southey,  and  Scott,  and  Croker,  in  the 
rival  ranks.  The  partizans  who  wore  the  drab  livery  were  not  a  wHit  less 
daogerous  than  the  smarter  champions  of  the  yellow  and  blue.  Each  of  the 
visored  knights  affected  not  to  know  the  leaders  whom  they  encountered  in 
the  m^l6e.  Jeffrey  never  mentioned  Gifford,  nor  Gifford  Jeffrey.  The 
multitude  shouted,  and  ranged  themselves  under  the  rival  banners.  After 
forty  years  of  contest  there  was  very  little  left  to  fight  about.  It  is  amusing 
to  look  back  upon  this  warfare.  It  is  consolatory  to  know  that  through  the 
very  fierceness  of  the  battle  the  cause  of  truth  and  justice  was  advanced.  It 
was  felt  that,  after  all,  the  practical  ends  of  life  are  best  secured  by  a  com- 
promise of  extreme  opinions.  In  the  arbitrement  of  posterity  upon  literary 
merit,  we  come  to  know  how  powerless  are  the  rash  or  prejudiced  decisions 
of  the  highest  courts  of  criticism.  Keats  was  not  ''snuffed  out  by  an 
article ; "  Wordsworth  was  not  doomed  to  oblivion  by  "  This  will  never  do." 

Following  in  the  wake  of  the  great  reviews,  there  came,  in  due  course,  a 
higher  order  of  Magazines.  "  Blackwood,'*  about  the  close  of  the  Begency, 
acquired  an  influence  that  extended  far  beyond  Scotland.  There  was  so 
much  fun  in  its  malice  that  its  violent  politics  scarcely  impeded  its  universal 
welcome,  at  least  in  England.  There  was  so  much  of  the  outpouring  of 
genius  in  Christopher  North,  that  few  cared  to  inquire  whether  that 
fancy  and  pathos,  that  exquisite  perception  of  the  grand  and  beautiful  in 
nature,  were  in  unison  with  the  narrow  hatreds  that  belonged  to  an  Edinburgh 
clique.  The  very  excess  of  John  Wilson's  partizanship  looks  as  if  ever  and 
anon  he  worked  up  his  generous  nature  to  uncongenial  wrath,  and  then  put 
on  his  Sporting  Jacket  and  sallied  forth  to  breathe  the  pure  air  of  the  Moors, 
in  a  spirit  of  peace  with  all  mankind.  In  raising  the  whole  tone  of  periodical 
literature  he  gave  the  world  a  series  of  prose  writings  that  fully  manifested 
how  truly  he  was  a  poet.  Out  of  the  new  race  of  monthly  Miscellanies 
issued  other  prose  writers  who  made  their  mark  upon  their  own  time,  and  will 
long  continue  to  have  a  niche  in  fame's  temple.  Amongst  the  foremost  are 
Charles  Lamb,  William  Hazlitt,  Leigh  Hunt,  Thomas  de  Quincey. 

The  least  voluminous  of  modem  Essayists,  Lamb,  is  the  most  original. 
His  quaint  turns  of  humour  and  pathos  will  command  admiration,  when 
the  wearisome  platitudes  of  many  a  great  moralist  are  forgotten.  He  looked 
upon  society  with  a  deep  sympathy  and  a  comprehensive  charity.  The  man 
who  wrote  to  a  friend,  "  I  often  shed  tears  in  the  motley  Strand,  for  feeling 
of  joy  at  so  much  life,"  could  not  speak  of  human  sorrows  and  infirmities  with 
indifference.  He  had  as  acute  a  sense  of  what  is  hateful  or  ridiculous  as  the 
keenest  of  satirists,  but  he  seeks  not  to  extirpate  evil  by  abuse,  or  to  shame 
foDy  by  sarcasm.  Of  a  very  different  order  of  mind  was  Hazlitt.  The  quan- 
tity which  he  wrote  sufficiently  indicates  the  fertility  of  his  genius ;  and  in 
many  of  his  critical  essays  we  feel  the  shrewdness  of  his  judgment  and  the 
correctness  of  his  taste.    But  as  he  counted  amongst  his  merits  that  of  being 
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a  good  hater,  wo  must  not  expect  to  find  a  just  and  impartial  estimate  of  con- 
temporaneous persons  or  things  in  his  political  or  historical  writings.  He 
has  the  merit  of  being  amongst  the  first  to  regard  Shakspere  from  a  higher 
point  of  view  than  the  race  of  commentators,  too  often  carping  and  truculent. 
But  the  Steplienses  and  Malones,  nevertheless,  kept  alive  a  wholesome  spirit  of 
inquiry  as  to  the  real  meaning  of  the  greatest  in  all  literature,  when  he  uses 
words  and  phrases  which  appear  nonsensical  or  obscure  to  the  ordinary  reader. 
Hazlitt  approached  Shakspere  with  the  same  reverential  spirit  in  which 
Coleridge  laboured  with  a  higher  faculty  of  philosophical  criticism.  Leigh 
Hunt,  of  this  trio  of  Essayists  who  often  worked  in  companionship,  will 
probably  continue  to  have  the  larger  number  of  admirers.  He  walked  in  the 
pleasantest  places  of  literature.  To  him  the  great  imaginative  writers — 
especially  those  of  Italy,  and  of  oiur  early  school  upon  which  Italian  poetry 
impressed  its  character — ofier."a  perpetual  feast  of  nectar'd  sweets."  In 
his  youthful  career  he  endured  a  harder  fate  than  most  of  those  who  were 
opposed  to  the  ruling  powers  ;  but  he  carried  "  the  sunshine  of  the  breast  *' 
into  his  prison,  and  the  same  unfailing  spirits  bore  him  through  many  of  the 
disappointments  of  his  after  life.  The  same  qualities  that  made  the  charm 
of  his  conversation  pervade  all  his  writings.  The  greatest  of  the  thinkers 
who  was  cradled  in  the  Magazine  Literature,  De  Quincey,  belongs  more 
properly  to  the  next  period ;  although  his  "  Opium  Eater  '*  was  produced  in 
the  *•  London  Magazine  "  of  1821.  The  "  Essays  "  of  John  Fester,  a  Baptist 
minister,  which  first  appeared  in  1805,  constituted  one  of  the  most  treasured 
volumes  of  a  period  in  which  there  were  fewer  books  than  at  the  present 
time,  and  when  good  sense,  extensive  knowledge,  and  liberal  aspirations 
could  secure  a  warm  welcome  for  miscellaneous  works,  although  not  belonging 
to  the  class  of  light  literature.  These  Essays  will  not  readily  be  neglected 
even  in  an  age  which  seeks  the  excitement  of  less  natural  writing. 

The  school  of  Political  Economists  that  succeeded  Adam  Smith — Malthus, 
James  Mill,  and  Eicardo^had  important  influences  on  the  political  action 
of  their  time.  So  also  had  the  great  philosophical  jurist,  Jeremy  Ben- 
tfaam.  We  shall  have  to  recur  to  these  names  at  another  period.  Of  a 
different  school  was  a  political  economist  who  took  a  broader  view  of 
the  relations  of  Capital  and  Labour  than  these  scientific  writers,  who  had 
principally  regard  to  the  production  of  wealth.  Dr.  Thomas  Chalmers,  in  his 
**  Christian  and  Civic  Economy  of  Large  Towns,*'  advocated  the  belief  that 
the  wants  of  the  poor  might  be  provided  for  without  the  machinery  of  the 
English  Poor  Laws.  In  his  own  locality  of  Glasgow  he  organized  a  system 
which  was  successful  in  making  private  benevolence  prevent  the  necessity  of 
a  public  recognition  of  pauperism.  He  was  convinced  that  religion  presented 
the  only  cure  for  the  evils  of  society.  The  eloquence  with  which  he  enforced 
this  doctrine,  and  the  sound  judgment  which  he  applies  to  the  great 
questions  of  what  is  now  called  "  social  science,"  have  had  a  more  per- 
manent influence  than  his  views  of  the  Poor  Law  System. 

The  history  of  the  progress  of  Scientific  Discovery  is  too  large  a  subject, 
and  requires  too  many  technical  details,  to  permit  a  notice  here  beyond  an 
enumeration  of  the  principal  discoverers.  Sir  William  Herschel  was  still 
pmrsuing  his  observations  at  the  age  of  eighty,  when  the  first  encourager  of 
his  astronomical  pursuits,  Gteorge  IIL,  died.    He  discovered  the  planet 
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Uranus  in  1781.  It  has  been  said  of  him,  that  "  no  one  individual  ever 
added  so  much  to  the  facts  on  which  our  knowledge  of  the  solar  system  is 
founded."  •  His  great  telescope  of  forty  feet  focal  length  was  completed 
by  him  at  Slough,  on  the  28th  of  August,  1789,  on  which  day  he  discovered 
with  it  the  sixth  satellite  of  Saturn.  The  principle  of  the  reflecting  telescopes 
of  Herschel  was  an  improvement  upon  those  of  earlier  construction. 


Herschcll's  Great  Telescopo  at  Slough. 

The  discoveries  in  Chemistry,  and  their  applications  to  the  Arts,  in  the 
earlier  portion  of  the  reign  of  George  III.  were  principally  derived  from  the 
experiments  of  Black,  Cavendish,  and  Priestley.  To  these  philosophers  at 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  succeeded  the  most  original  of 
inquirers  and  the  most  popular  of  teachers.  Sir  Humphrey  Davy.  His 
Lectures  at  the  Eoyal  Institution  diffused  a  love  of  science  amongst  the 
general  community.  His  invention  of  the  Safety  Lamp,  in  1815,  showed  how 
tho  profoundest  investigations  might  result  in  an  apparently  simple  con- 
trivance of  the  highest  utility,  like  most  of  the  great  inventions  that  have 
changed  the  face  of  the  world.  Dalton  in  1808  produced  his  Atomic  Theory. 
Wollaston  followed  Dalton  in  a  course  of  similar  research,  and  in  other  walks 
made  his  experiments  the  bases  of  large  additions  to  the  Industrial  Arts. 
But  of  all  those  who  by  Science  diminished  the  amount  of  domestic  sorrow, 
and  enlarged  the  average  term  of  human  life,  was  the  physician  who  for  half 
a  century  had  been  striving  in  vain  to  make  the  medical  world  feel  confidence 
in  his  discovery  of  Yaccination.  For  thirty  years  after  this  antidote  to  the 
small-pox  was  first  practised  in  1800,  the  wholly  ignorant  and  imperfectly 
educated  still  stood  in  the  way  of  the  general  difiTusion  of  this  great  blessing 

•  "English  Cycloprcdia." 
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of  oar  era.  Now  the  law  prescribes  that  every  child  born  in  tiie  kingdom 
must  be  yaccinated.  We  look  back  upon  the  time  when  many  who  had 
escaped  with  life  from  the  terrible  disease  that  killed  ninety-two  in  every 
thousand  of  the  population,  bore  into  our  public  places  the  indelible  marks  of 
the  scourge,  and  we  rejoice  now  to  behold  the  unscarred  faces  of  the  young 
as  the  best  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Edward  Jenner. 


Safety  Lamp. 

With  the  striking  exception  of  Mungo  Park,  no  remarkable  traveller  had 
gooe  forth  from  England  to  enlarge  the  bounds  of  geographical  discovery  during 
the  period  of  the  war.  Henry  Martyn,  Claudius  Buchanan,  and  other  zealous 
men  were  then  missionaries  in  India,  and  prepared  the  way  for  the  noble  labours 
of  the  second  Bishop  of  Calcutta,  Reginald  Heber.  In  1820  the  observations  of 
Captain  Parry  in  the  Polar  Seas  led  to  a  government  expedition  for  exploring 
the  Arctic  Circle,  in  the  expectation  of  discovering  the  J^orth-West  Passage. 
These  undertakings  belong  to  a  chapter  which  we  must  devote  to  the  Science 
of  a  period  nearer  the  present  time,  when  the  vast  results  of  the  connection 
between  Philosophy  and  the  Industrial  Arts  may  be  briefly  traced. 

It  may  be  desirable,  however,  here  to  mention  two  great  mechanical 
inventions  that  have  had  the  most  decided  influence  on  the  progress  of 
society.  About  the  first  decade  of  the  Nineteenth  Century,  there  was 
a  real  beginning  in  Great  Britain  of  that  mode  of  navigation  which  was 
destined  to  make  distant  countries  less  remote,  and  to  change  the  whole 
system  of  communication  in  our  own  waters.  Henry  Bell  had  his  Steam 
passage-boat  running  on  the  Clyde  in  1811.  In  a  few  years  steam-boats 
were  plying  on  the  Thames.  In  1816  there  were  persons  who  had  the 
hardihood  to  make  a  voyage  in  such  a  smoke-puffing  vessel  even  as 
far  as  Margate.  In  1818  Jeffrey  thus  described  a  steam-boat  on  Loch 
Lomond,  which  surprised  him  as  he  was  sitting  with  his  wife  in  a  lonely 
wild  little  bay  ;  "  It  is  a  new  experiment  for  the  temptation  of  tourists.  Jtj^ 
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circumnavigates  the  whole  lake  every  day  in  about  ten  hours ;  and  it  was 
cerfcainly  very  strange  and  striking  to  hear  and  see  it  hissing  and  roaring  past 
the  headlands  of  our  little  bay,  foaming  and  spouting  like  an  angry  whale; 
but,  on  the  whole,  I  think  it  rather  vulgarises  the  scene  too  much,*  and  I 
am  glad  that  it  is  found  not  to  answer,  and  is  to  bo  dropped  next  year."  * 
Vast  as  have  been  the  results  of  the  application  of  Steam  to  Navigation,  we 
may  almost  venture  to  say  that  the  application  of  Steam  to  Printing  cannot 
be  regarded  as  a  less  important  instrument  in  the  advance  of  civilization. 
The  Printing  Machine  has  had  as  great  an  influence  upon  the  spread  of 
knowledge  in  the  Nineteenth  Century,  as  the  invention  of  printing  itself  in 
the  fifteenth  century^  The  first  sheet  of  paper  printed  by  cylinders  and 
by  steam,  was  the  *  Times'  newspaper  of  the  28th  of  November,  1814.  The 
maker  of  that  Printing  Machine  was  Mr.  Koenig,  a  native  of  Saxony. 
Machines,  less  cumbrous  and  more  adapted  to  all  the  purposes  of  the 
typographical  art,  gradually  came  into  use.  Without  this  invention  the 
most  popular  daily  paper  could  only  produce,  with  the  most  intense  exertion, 
five  thousand  copies  for  the  demand  between  sunrise  and  sunset.  Sixty 
thousand  copies  of  a  London  morning  paper  can  now  be  distributed  through 
the  country  in  two  or  three  hours  after  the  first  sheet  has  been  rolled. 
These  astonishing  changes  in  the  powers  of  Journalism  are  not  more  impor- 
tant than  the  efiects  upon  all  Literature,  in  the  reduction  of  the  price  of 
books  by  this  invention  of  the  Printing  Machine  and  the  concurrent  invention 
of  the  Paper  Machine. 

*  "Life  of  Lord  Jeffrey,"  vol.  ii.  p.  181. 


Printing  Machine. 
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hf  the  Fiffcli  Volume  of  the  Popular  History  of  England  a  Table  is  given  of  the 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

State  of  the  Fine  Arts  to  the  doee  of  the  Regency — Architectare — Imitation  of  Greek  modelfl — 
•  St.  Pancras  Church — Wyatt  and  Gothic  restorationB—Sowie— Holland— Smirke—Wil- 
kins— Nash — Regent-street  and  Regent^s  Park — Churches — Bridges— Telford — Rennie — 
Sculpture — Banks— Baoon—Plaxman — Chantrey — Westmacott— The  Townley,  Phigaleian, 
and  Elgin  Marbles — British  Institution— Dulwich  Gallery — Painting — West— Copley — 
Fuseli — Haydon — Lawrence — Wilkie — Turner — Painting  in  Water  Colours — Engraving — 
Line  Engravers— Wood  Engraving — Bewick — Lithography. 

It  is  tbe  purpose  of  the  present  chapter  to  carry  forward  the  survey  of 
the  state  of  the  Fine  Arts  from  1783  to  the  end  of  the  Eegency. 

Architecture  in  the  last  years  of  the  eighteenth  century  was  far  from  being 
in  a  flourishing  condition.  There  was  much  building,  but  there  was  little 
Art.  It  was  the  epoch  of  the  rise  of  that  style  of  architecture  which 
culminated  during  the  Regency  and  then  collapsed :  the  style  of  imitative 
Grreek  art.  Towards  the  end  of  the  century  was  commenced  a  publication 
that  should  be  of  service  in  the  earlier  stage  of  our  inquiry.*  It  formed, 
when  completed,  two  costly  folio  volumes,  was  addressed  to  **  the  Professor, 
the  Student,  and  the  Dilettante,  in  this  noble  branch  of  the  Polite  Arts," 
and  professed  to  give  "  Plans  and  Elevations  of  Buildings,  public  and  private, 
erected  in  Great  Britain  "  during  the  past  few  years.  Estimated  simply  from 
the  examples  in  these  volumes,  the  character  of  our  architecture  and  the 
condition  of  architectural  taste  sixty  years  back  must  indeed  have  been  at  a 
low  ebb.  And  evidently  there  was  on  the  part  of  the  author,  himself  an 
architect  of  position,  the  full  intention  to  afford  a  favourable  representation 
of  the  current  architecture.     He  gives  views  and  descriptions  of  a  few 


♦  "  The  New  Yitmvius  Brltannicus,"  by  George  Richardson,   Architect,    2  vols,   folio. 
London,  1797—1808. 
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public  buildings,  manj  mansions,  but  no  churches^— an  omission  easily 
explained,  for  no  churebes  were  erected  tben  witb  any  pretensions  to  archi- 
tectural character,  nor  indeed  till  the  last  years  of  the  Bregency.  The  build- 
ings are  by  the  leading  architects  of  the  time;  by  the  Wyatts,  Soane, 
"Wilkins,  Adams,  Mylne,  Holland,  Nash,  and  others  most  in  request  with 
private  employers,  as  well  as  public  bodies.  In  looking  over  the  examples, 
we  see  certain  general  characteristics,  which  are  really  the  characteristics  of 
the  architecture  of  the  period :  a  formal  and  symmetrical  arrangement  to 
which  convenieDce  is  often  made  to  give  way ;  in  the  exterior  design,  poverty 
of  thought  and  absence  of  imagination  or  invention ;  the  general  mass 
without  grandeur  or  beauty ;  the  ornamental  details  of  the  most  meagre  and 
common-place  description.  But  it  was  a  time  when  what  we  should  now  call 
poverty  was  regarded  as  purity.  Dallaway,  an  authority  in  those  days, 
writing  at  this  very  time,*  whilst  speaking  of  the  beauty  of  the  newly  erected 
Trinity  House,  complains  that  its  "  purity  of  style  "  is  injured  by  the  intro- 
duction of  bas-reliefs  on  the  fa9ade.  All  the  examples  in  the  "  New  Vitruvius  " 
are,  or  claim  to  be,  Greek  in  character,  except  two  or  three  which  are  pro- 
fessedly Gothic.  With  Chambers  had  ended  the  classical  Italian  style.  His 
Somerset  House  had  indeed  not  long  been  finished ;  yet  not  only  is  there  no 
representation  of  it  here,  but  in  none  of  the  buildings  shown  is  any  imitation 
of  it  traceable.  Almost  every  building,  whether  public  or  private,  has 
a  Greek  portico  or  pediment  —  usually  Ionic  —  affixed  against  a  wall  of 
the  baldest  and  most  un-Grecian  character,  pierced  with  plain  holes  for 
windows. 

And  this  sort  of  thing  went  on  nearly  to  the  end  of  the  period  under 
review.  In  the  latter  part  of  it  there  was  indeed  improvement  of  a  certain 
kind.  Grecian  travel,  or  a  close  acquaintance  with  Grecian  models,  came  to 
be  as  regular  a  part  of  every  architect's  course  of  study,  as  a  visit  to  Borne 
and  the  measurement  of  Boman  remains  had  been  a  few  years  before.  As  a 
consequence,  the  Grecian  orders  were  copied  with  greater  accuracy,  and 
Grecian  mouldings  were  more  or  less  liberally  introduced.  But  the  portico 
continued  to  be  the  grand  feature.  So  that  the  portico  was  an  exact  copy, 
or  followed  strictly  the  proportions,  of  some  extant  example  in  Athens  or 
Ionia,  the  body  of  the  building  was,  externally  at  least,  of  comparatively 
little  consequence.  Nor  was  it  by  any  means  deemed  essential  that  the 
portico  should  have  any  special  adaptation  to  place  or  circumstance.  An 
Ionic  portico  was  made,  during  even  these  last  and  best  years  of  Greek 
imitation,  to  grace  indifferently  the  front  of  a  lunatic  asylum,  a  post-office, 
or  a  church  ;  whilst  the  massive  Doric  was  considered  equally  applicable  to  a 
theatre  or  a  mint,  a  palace  or  a  corn-market.  The  culminant  example  of 
this  mechanical  reproduction  of  a  Greek  type  may  be  seen  in  the  church  of 
St.  Pancras,  by  Euston-square,  London,  at  once  the  latest,  most  "  correct," 
and  costliest  of  the  semi-Greek  churches.  On  the  southern  side  of  a  temple 
dedicated  to  the  Grecian  nymph  Fandrosus,  which  stood  on  the  summit  of 
the  lofty  Acropolis,  and  under  the  clear  sky  of  Athens,  was  a  porch  the 
supports  of  which,  instead  of  being  the  usual  columns,  were  six  exquisitely 

*  ''Anecdotes  of  tJiie  Arts  in  Eneland,  or  Compftrative  Obserrations  on  Arohitectore,'*  &c.. 
4io.,  1800.  6       ,  r-  -,  t 
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scnlptured  female  figures.  This  porch  was  copied  exactly — except  indeed 
that  its  size  was  increased,  and  that  the  material  of  the  structure  was  stone,  and 
of  the  figures  "  compo,'*  instead  of  the  hright  Penthelic  marble — and  placed 
against  the  side  of  a  church  in  almost  the  lowest  part  of  the  flat  and  foggy  New 
Scad.  And,  as  though  to  push  the  solecism  to  its  limit,  whereas  the  original 
Btood  on  the  south  side  of  the  temple  under  the  full  glare  of  a  mid-day 
Athenian  sun,  while  a  much  larger  Ionic  portico  occupied  the  corresponding 
position  on  the  north  side,  in  the  church  the  porch  was  reproduced  in  exact 
counterpart  on  both  sides ;  the  northern  porch,  untouched  by  a  gleam  of 
sunshine  being  that  which  is  in  full  view  of  the  entire  stream  of  traffic, 
while  the  southern  porch  is  comparatively  hidden.  It  only  requires  to  be 
added  to  complete  the  aesthetic  conception,  that  these  London  porches  were 
made  to  serve  as  vetstries,  a  chimney-pot  being  the  crowning  ornament  of 
each,  whilst  the  basements  are  burial-places.  With  such  evidence  of  mere 
routine  reproduction  we  can  hardly  be  surprised  to  find,  at  the  very  close  of 
the  period,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  architects  of  the  time  declaring  it 
to  be  "  a  melancholy  fact  that  Architecture  has  not  kept  pace  with  our  other 
advances  towards  perfection — ^nay,  that  in  that  noble  art  we  are  at  least  a 
century  behind  our  neighbours  on  the  continent.*'  •  This  was  too  strongly 
expressed,  perhaps,  but  it  is  the  fact  that  it  was  a  time  of  cold  conven- 
tionalism and  unreasoning  imitation.  Yet,  palpable  as  now  seems  the 
absurdity  of  merely  copying  G-reek  buildings  or  portions  of  buildings, 
without  regard  to  purpose,  place,  or  climate,  or  to  the  entirely  different  cir- 
cumstances of  the  age  and  the  people  for  which  the  buildings  were  intended, 
we  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  copying  from  Greek  temples  only  gave  way 
before  the  copying  of  Italian  palaces  and  Gothic  churches.  The  really 
"melancholy  fact"  is,  that  in  all  the  forty  years  here  passed  in  review, 
probably  not  a  building  could  fairly  be  quoted  as  an  example  'of  con- 
siderate adaptation  of  style  to  purpose,  or  of  thoughtful  originality  of 
design. 

Whilst,  however,  the  architecture  of  this  period  claimed  to  be  essentially 
G^reek,  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  of  its  professors  secured  a  large  measure 
of  his  celebrity  by  the  practice  of  Gothic.  As  we  saw  in  a  previous  chapter, 
James  Wyatt  sprung  into  fame  by  the  erection,  in  1772,  of  the  Pantheon. 
He  had  since  been  extensively  employed  in  the  erection  of  country  mansions 
of  the  set  "  classic ''  style,  and  he  continued  to  be  so  employed  to  the  end  of 
hia  days.  But  the  death,  in  1784,  of  Essex,  the  prot^g^  of  Horace  Walpole, 
who  had  long  acted  almost  exclusively  as  the  architect  of  cathedrals,  colleges, 
and  other  important  Gothic  buildings,  left  an  opening  which  Wyatt  hastened 
to  occupy.  Lee  Priory,  Kent  (1784),  his  first  essay  in  this  style,  was 
praised  by  Walpole.  He  soon  found  grander  opportunities  for  displaying  his 
capability  of  rivalling  the  medisDval  designers  or  improving  on  their  designs. 
Chief  among  his  Gothic  buildings  were  Ponthill,  erected  (1795,  <&c.)  at  an 
almost  fabulous  cost  for  the  celebrated  Beckford;  the  palace  at  Kew,  of 
'*  castellated  Gothic,"  which  was  left  unfinished,  and  finally  pulled  down 
without  having  ever  been  occupied ;  and  Ashridge,  Hertfordshire,  built  for 
the  earl  of  Bridgewater.     Eegarded  as  imitations  of  the  Gothic  of  any 

•  Sip  John  Soane,  "  Civil  Architecture,"  folio,  1829,  p.  12. 
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period,  or  as  what  ia  now  spoken  of  as  a  development  of  Gothic,  these 
buildings  would  appear  quite  puerile.  They  are  in  fact  an  incongruous 
admixture  of  what  may,  perhaps,  be  called  Gothic  forms  and  details,  tbougli 
of  the  latest  and  most  meagre  description,  adapted  to  structures  which 
neither  in  plan  nor  elevation  are  in  any  sense  Gothic.  But  about  some  of 
them,  Ashridge  in  particular,  there  is  a  certain  grandiose  picturesqueness 
never  seen  in  the  architect's  pseudo-classic  mansions.  And  it  must  be 
remembered  in  mitigation  of  his  Gt)thic  heresies,  that  Gothic,  when  Wyatt 
began  to  practise  it,  had  received  no  such  searching  investigation  as  that  to 
^'hich  it  has  since  been  subjected.  Not  only  were  its  principles  undefined, 
but  even  its  details  had  never  been  accurately  represented.  It  was  in  fact 
to  antiquaries  as  much  as  to  architects  an  unknown  language,  and  Wyatt 
was  too  busy  a  man  to  spend  much  time  in  deciphering  its  hieroglyphics.  It 
is  noticeable,  however,  as  an  illustration  of  the  little  genuine  feeling  he  had 
for  Gothic  architecture,  as  well  as  of  the  little  regard  that  was  given  to  the 
subject  generally,  that  at  Oxford — where,  if  anywhere,  Gothic  would  have 
seemed  the  appropriate  style — when  Wyatt  was  called  in  to  construct  a 
library  for  Oriel  college,  he,  as  we  find  it  stated  in  an  architectural  work  of  a 
somewhat  later  time,  "  introduced  a  correct  Ionic ;"  whilst  for  the  gateway  at 
Christchurch,  he  introduced  "  a  beautiful  Doric,"  though  it  is  considerately 
added,  "  the  columns,  when  compared  with  the  Greek,  appear  too  slender  " 
But  his  most  indefensible  Gothic  misdeeds  were  his  so-called  ''  restorations.*' 
As  the  chief  professor  of  Gothic  architecture  he  was  employed  in  repairing 
several  of  our  noblest  cathedrals,  and  in  so  doing  altered  or  destroyed  with 
reckless  hand  whatever  seemed  to  him  unnecessary  or  even  unsymmetrical. 
Especially  was  this  the  case  at  Hereford,  Litchfield,  and  Salisbury ;  at  the 
last  he  altogether  demolished  among  other  things  a  bell  tower,  and  seyeral 
chapels  of  exquisite  beauty.  Magdalen,  Merton,  All  Souls,  Balliol  and 
several  other  Oxford  colleges,  also  suffered  in  different  degrees  from  his 
unhappy  restorations.  Samuel  Wyatt,  a  brother  of  James,  had  a  consider- 
able reputation,  and  his  works  are  not  wholly  devoid  of  invention.  Like  his 
brother  he  was  largely  employed  in  constructing  private  residences.  His 
best  building  of  a  public  character  was  Trinity  House,  Tower  Hill,  of  no 
great  architectural  merit,  but  noteworthy  as  having  on  the  front  rilievi  bj 
Bacon,  and  in  the  interior  one  of  the  latest  of  those  allegorical  oeilisg 
paintings  that  once  furnished  such  profitable  occupation  for  the  pencils 
of  Verrio,  and  Laguerre.  Sir  Jeffrey  Wyattville,  the  nephew,  scholar, 
and  faithful  follower  of  James  Wyatt,  belongs  only  in  part  to  this 
period;  his  great  work,  the  alteration  of  Windsor  Castle,  was  not  com- 
menced till  1824;  whilst  Sidney  Sussex  College  was  eight  or  ten  years 
later.  His  earlier  works  were  chiefly  private  residences  of  the  ordinaiy 
Wyatt  type. 

Sir  John  Soane  ought  to  serve  as  the  representative  of  the  highest  order 
of  architectural  ability  of  this  period.  On  the  death  of  Taylor,  in  1788,  he 
was  appointed  architect  to  the  Bank  of  England.  On  the  death  of  Chambers 
(1796)  he  was  made  architect  to  the  Woods  and  Forests.  He  was  a  royal 
academician,  and  professor  of  architecture  in  the  Boyal  Academy;  and 
he  was  knighted  on  account  of  his  professional  eminence.  Soane's  chief 
building  is  the  Bank  of  England,  which  was  greatly  enlarged  and  entirely 
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remodelled  by  him,  the  works  extendiog  over  a  period  of  thirty  years 
(1788 — 1829).  The  interior,  including  the  public  rooms,  has  been  much 
altered  by  Mr.  Gockerell  since  Soane*s  time,  which  may  be  regarded  as  an 
eyidence  of  inconvenient  arrangement  or  of  extended  business ;  the  exterior 
has  also  been  altered,  and  improved  in  the  alteration,  by  giving  an  increased 
elevation  to  the  principal  entrance-front;  but  the  great  portion  of  the 
exterior,  on  which  Soane's  reputation  now  mainly  rests,  is  still  nearly  as  he 
left  it.  At  the  time  of  its  erection  it  was  commonly  regarded  as  a  master- 
piece. It  is  now  as  commonly  condemmed.  There  can  be  no  question  that 
it  is  deficient  in  one  of  the  grand  requisites  of  good  architecture— propriety. 
The  columns  have  nothing  to  support ;  beneath  the  pediments  are  no  door- 
ways ;  there  are  the  forms  of  windows,  but  they  admit  no  light.  The  whole 
is  a  mask.  The  parts  are  for  ornament,  not  use.  They  may  please  at  the  first 
glance,  but  the  mind  refuses  to  dwell  with  a  continuous  pleasure  on  objects 
which  suggest  a  use  they  do  not  supply.     Else,  there  are  parts  of  this  screen 


-  ^^-^^■^^^^Is^'-yr^.. 


Baiik  of  England,  North- West  View. 


of  an  elegant  and  even  picturesque  appearance.  Such  is  the  well-known 
north-west  angle,  Soane's  own  favourite  composition,  with  its  skilfully 
arranged  and  graceful  Eoman-Corinthian  columns.  Every  one  feels  this  to  have 
been  a  happy  conception  of  the  architect,  and  it  serves  excellently  to  conceal 
the  oblique  meeting  of  the  walls — a  defect  that  if  left  apparent  would  have  been 
an  almost  fatal  injury  to  a  building  of  classical  character.  So  again  some  of 
the  inner-courts  are  very  elegant  and  effective.  Soane  had  considerable 
ingenuity  in  these  lesser  matters.    Wherever  any  irregularity  of  ground-plan 
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existed,  or  any  peculiarity  of  arrangement  was  required,  he  was  usually  ready 
with  some  quaint  or  graceful  contrivance  that  would  meet  or  conceal  the 
difficulty.  But  a  sort  of  scenic  ingenuity  is  the  highest  merit  his  works 
possess.  They  have  portions  of  much  heauty,  hut  as  a  whole  are  mean,  if 
not  insignificant.  The  exterior  of  a  building  of  so  important  a  character, 
and  covering  so  vast  a  space  as  the  Bank  of  England,  might  have  been 
expected  to  form  a  grand  and  imposing  mass :  in  reality  it  is  little  more  than 
a  long,  low,  unmeaning,  decorated  wall-screen.  Few  of  Soane's  buildings 
remain  unaltered.  The  front  of  the  Treasury,  Whitehall,  has  been  entirely 
remodelled  by  Sir  Charles  Barry.  The  Courts  of  Law,  Westminster,  remain 
nearly  untouched ;  but  they  will  probably  soon  be  swept  away  altogether. 
The  Bourgeois  Gallery  and  Mausoleum  at  Dulwich,  and  Jiis  own  house  in 
Lincoln*s  Inn  Fields,  are  perhaps  the  chief  of  Soane's  buildings  which  remain 
as  he  left  them,  but,  like  the  Law  Courts,  they  are  inconvenient,  cramped, 
and  unsatisfactory. 

Holland,  who,  as  architect  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  remodelled  Carlton 
House,  and  added  the  Ionic  portico  and  screen,  was  one  of  the  first  to  employ 
the  true  Ionic  order,  if  he  was  not,  as  some  have  fancied,  the  first  to  introduce 
it.  He  enjoyed  a  large  measure  of  celebrity  in  his  day,  but  little  is  left  ot 
his  more  important  buildings.  Old  Drury,  opened  in  1794,  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1809.  Carlton  House  was  pulled  down  in  1826.  The  Brighton 
Pavilion  was  orientalised  by  Nash.  The  East  India  House  (designed  by  him 
in  1799,  but  often  erroneously  ascribed  to  Jupp,  the  company's  surveyor)  is 
about  to  be  demolished.  The  loss  of  these  is,  however,  of  little  consequence, 
except  as  being  that  of  a  link  in  the  history  of  English  architecture. 

Sir  Bobert  Smirke  was  the  first  to  erect  a  Doric  portico  in  the  metropolis. 
This  formed  the  grand  entrance  to  Covent  Garden  Theatre,  built  by  him  in 
1808-9.  Smirke  had  travelled  in  Greece  as  well  as  Italy,  and  published 
professional  comments  on  the  edifices  he  examined.  His  Doric  portico 
was  announced  as  the  first  absolutely  correct  reproduction  of  a  pure  Greek 
order.  It  satisfied  classical  connoisseurs,  and  the  architect  at  a  bound  became 
famous.  He  did  not  indeed  attempt  to  carry  "pure  Greek"  principles 
beyond  the  portico,  but  he  placed  on  the  fa9ade  statues  and  bas-reliefs  by 
Flaxman,  which  served  to  indicate  the  purpose  of  the  building,  a  purpose  the 
building  itself  would  scarcely  have  suggested.  The  theatre  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1856.  The  chief  architectural  feature  of  the  long  front  of  the  Mint, 
erected  by  Smirke  in  1811,  is  a  pediment  supported  on  Doric  columns,  but 
these  rest  on  a  rusticated  basement,  and  there  is  little  else  in  the  building 
that  is  Greek  either  in  form  or  spirit.  Smirke  erected  many  other  public  and 
private  edifices,  but  his  two  greatest  works,  the  Post  Office,  and  the  British 
Museum,  belong  to  a  later  period. 

Another  of  the  travelled  architects  of  the  classic  Greek  epoch  was  Wilkins, 
who  died  professor  of  architecture  to  the  Bojal  Academy  in  1839.  Like 
Smirke,  he  first  came  into  notice  by  his  descriptions  of  ancient  Qreek  remains, 
the  result  of  a  professional  visit  to  Athens.  His  first  important  building  of  a 
public  character  was  Downing  College,  Cambridge,  commenced  in  1807, 
which  as  far  as  completed  proved  to  be  beyond  comparison  the  dullest, 
heaviest,  and  most  common-place  collegiate  building  in  the  two  universities. 
But  it  was  called  Greek,  and  it  was  considered  to  be  classic^  and  when  the 
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East  lodik  Company  Boon  after  determined  on  erecting  a  college,  Wilkius 
was  appointed  its  architect.  Hailejburjr  College  is  almost  a  duplicate  of 
Downing  College.  Wilkins  also  attempted  gothic.  His  first  large  building 
in  this  style,  Donington  Castle,  Leicestershire,  erected  about  the  close  of  the 
18th  century,  hardly  rose  in  any  respect  above  the  level  of  Batty  Langley 
gothic.  When  called  on  to  execute  some  gothic  buildings  at  Cambridge, 
the  proximity  of  King's  College  Chapel  gave  a  little  more  elevation  to  his 
stjle.  But  he  stiJl  thought  it  an  evidence  of  refinement  to  cover  the  open  oak 
roof  of  a  college-hall  with  white  paint.  He  will  probably  be  longest  remem- 
bered by  the  National  Gallery  and  University  College,  but  these  were  not 
commenced  till  after  the  time  with  which  we  are  at  present  concerned.  The 
kelson  Columns  which  he  erected  at  Yarmouth  and  in  Sackville-street, 
Dublio,  only  deserve  mention  as  illustrations  of  the  taste  of  the  time  and  of 
the  architect. 

Nash,  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  of  the  architects  of  the  latter  portion 
of  this  period,  commenced  his  career  as  a  builder  as  well  as  an  architect.  He 
erected  a  large  number  of  mansions  in  England  and  Ireland,  the  major  pare 
of  them  "  classic"  in  style  with  the  inevitable  Ionic  portico ;  others  "  castel- 
lated," in  which  strong  battlemented  keeps  and  machicolated  towers  are 
intermingled  with  large  plate-glass  windows  and  undefended  doorways  in  a 
manner  that  would  have  very  much  surprised  the  fierce  feudal  lords,  wliose 
grim  abodes  these  were  supposed  to  reproduce.  Nash  was  the  favourite 
architect  of  the  Prince  Eegent ;  but  his  grand  architectural  effort,  Bucking- 
ham Palace  was  not  commenced  till  1825.     We  have  here,  therefore,,  to  speak 


Wateiloo  Place,  leading  toward  Regent-street 

of  him  in  connection  mainly  with  the  formation  of  Regent-street,  which,  wLat- 
ever  may  be  the  character  of  its  architecture,  must  bo  regarded  as  a  grand 
improvement  on  previous  London  streets,  and  us  having  greatly  stimulated 
improvement  in  our  street  architecture.    Begent-street  was  begun  in^l3«     j 
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In  laying  out  its  coarse  Nasb  aimed  to  produce  the  greatest  amount  of  effects 
He  combined  several  houses  together  so  as  to  produce  the  appearance  of  a 
single  large  building ;  and  he  varied  the  design  of  almost  every  block.  He 
made  the  new  street  of  greater  width  than  any  former  street  in  the  metropolis, 
and  where  it  crossed  the  two  great  thoroughfares  of  Oxford-street  aod 
Piccadilly  he  formed  widely-sweeping  circuses.  At  the  southern  end  he 
provided  along  colonnade.  At  the  northern  end  where  the  broad  street 
curves  sharply  round  he  carried  forward  a  church  entrance,  crowning  a 
circular  porch-tower  with  a  lofty  spire,  so  as  to  produce  a  striking  termina* 
tion  to  the  vista.  In  the  same  way  the  position  of  each  of  the  churches  and 
public  buildings  in  the  new  street  was  laid  down  with  a  view  to  scenic 
display.  But  this  was  the  object  throughout.  Unluckily,  in  his  ei^mess 
for  show, — stone  fronts  being  impracticable  on  account  of  the  expense, — ^he 
made  all  the  fronts  of  his  stately  "street  of  palaces"  of  plaster,  and  what 
seemed  elaborate  carving  was  mere  moulded  stucco.  It  was  not  left  for  a 
succeeding  generation  to  denounce  this  as  ''  sham."  Wits  and  critics  alike 
launched  their  weapons  against  the  architect,  some  of  them  glancing  ofiT 
against  his  royal  patron.*  Nash  about  the  same  time  laid  out  Begent's  Park, 
and  designed  the  Terraces  which  border  its  pleasant  glades.  It  was  in  this 
kind  of  work  he  was  most  at  home.  He  was  a  poor  architect,  but  he  has 
given  us  the  finest  street  we  yet  have  in  London,  and  one  of  the  pleasantest 
parks.  The  Begent's  Canal,  another  of  Nash's  projects,  was  carried  out 
simultaneously  with  Begent's  Park,  to  the  beauty  of  the  northern  side  of 
which  he  made  it  materially  to  contribute. 

It  has  already  been  said  that  scarce  any  churches  were  erected  during  the 
period  before  us.  There  were  indeed  several  of  the  "proprietary  chapels," 
then  the  popular  class  of  new  churches,  but  they  were  usually  plain  brick 
buildings  of  the  cheapest  description.  Towards  the  end  of  the  period  there 
came  about  a  change.  Marylebone  Church,  commenced  in  1813  by  the  elder 
Hardwick,  was  a  substantial  and  costly  edifice;  and  is  a  fair  specimen  of 
the  architecture  of  the  time.  A  still  more  costly  structure  St.  Pancras 
Church,  already  referred  to,  was  commenced  in  1819.  It  was  designed  by 
the  Inwoods,  and  is  remarkable  as  the  most  elaborate  attempt  made  in  this 
country  to  apply  (not  to  adapt)  pure  Greek  forms  to  a  Protestant  churcb. 
Marylebone  Church  cost  about  60,000/. ;  St.  Pancras  very  nearly  80,000Z.  It 
is  worthy  of  note  that  in  the  forty  years  ending  with  1820  scarcely  a  gothic 
church  had  been  erected,  whilst  during  the  next  forty  years  the  land  was 
covered  with  them.  But  the  movement  which  led  to  the  astonishing  revival  of 
church  building  had  already  commenced.  In  March,  1818,  parliament  voted 
a  million  for  the  erection  of  new  churches ;  and  a  Commission  was  appointed 
to  direct  the  expenditure  of  the  money.  The  result  of  the  labours  of  the 
Commission  soon  became  evident.  The  Gothic  revival  was  some  years  longer 
in  making  itself  felt. 

*  One  of  the  best  of  the  many  iritttcisma  circnlated  at  the  time,  waa  an  epigram  in  which  it  vas 
proiKned  to  visit  on  the  prince  the  eril  deeds  of  his  architect : — 

'*  AngnstuB  at  Rome  vaa  for  buUding  renown'd, 
For  of  marble  he  left  what  of  brick  he  had  found : 
Bnt  is  not  our  George,  too,  a  rtrj  great  master  ? 
He  finds  London  brick,  and  he  leaves  it  all  plaster." 
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It  is  needless  to  carry  farther  our  examination  of  the  arcbitecture  of 
this  period ;  hnt  there  is  one  class  of  structures,  Bridges,  which  must  be 
noticed,  because  about  this  time  they  passed  definitively  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  architect  into  those  of  the  civil  engineer.  The  transfer  may  indeed  be 
said  to  have  originated  with  one  who  was  a  bridge-builder,  if  he  could  not 
be  called  an  architect,  before  he  became  an  engineer.  Thomas  Telford  was 
apprenticed  to  ''a  general  house-builder'*  of  Langholm  in  Dumfries,  and 
when  the  future  designer  of  the  Menai  Bridge,  and  the  engineer  of  some  of 
the  greatest  works  that  had  ever  been  undertaken  in  this  country,  first  set  \xg 
as  master  on  his  own  account,  he  was  ready  to  undertake  any  kind  of  masonry, 
from  cutting  letters  on  grave-stones,  to  the  building  of  country  byres,  high-  • 
land  churches,  or  plain  stone  bridges.  When  he  came  to  London  he  worked 
for  awhile  under  Chambers  on  Somerset  House,  then  in  course  of  erection. 
He  felt  no  hesitation  therefore,  on  the  score  of  professional  disqualification, 
when  required  as  county  surveyor  to  construct  a  bridge  of  some  size  across 
the  Severn  at  Montford.  This  was  a  stone  bridge  of  the  usual  type,  but  in 
it  he  introduced  some  valuable  constructive  modifications.  His  next  bridge, 
which  crossed  the  Severn  at  Buildwas,  was  of  iron  on  stone  piers,  and  was 
long  regarded  as  a  model  of  its  class.  An  iron  bridge  had  been  built  at  Coal- 
brookdale  in  1775.  Telford's  iron  bridge  was  erected  in  1795-6,  and  was  a 
Tast  improvement  on  its  predecessor.  It  consisted  of  an  unusually  flat  aroh 
of  150  feet  span.  An  iron  bridge  erected  about  the  same  time  at  Sunderland 
by  Mr.  T.  Wilson,  consisted  of  a  single  arch  of  236  feet  span,  and  of  such  a 
height  above  the  river  as  to  permit  the  passage  under  it  of  vessels  of  300  tons 
burden.  The  success  of  these  important  works  insured  the  use  of  the  new 
material.  Telford  was  employed  upon  engineering  works  of  enormous 
extent,  in  the  course  of  which  he  had  to  erect  many  hundred  bridges,  and 
be  employed  iron  or  stone  indifi*erently  according  to  the  nature  of  the  locality, 
and  the  greater  economy  or  fitness  of  either  material  in  each  particular  case. 
Telford*B  grand  works,  the  Highland  Beads  and  Bridges,  the  Caledonian 
Canal,  the  Ellesmere  Canal,  the  Holyhead  Eoad,  and  others  of  scarcely  less 
importance,  belong  to  this  period,  but  hardly  fall  within  the  compass  of  a 
survey  of  the  Fine  Arts.  In  the  Highland  improvements  alone  he  constructed 
above  a  thousand  miles  of  new  road,  and  twelve  hundred  bridges ;  on  the  line 
of  the  Ellesmere  Canal  he  spanned  the  valleys  of  the  Dee  and  the  Chirk 
with  aqueducts  oi  a  greater  height  and  magnitude  than  had  been  previously 
Tentured  upon  ;  while  several  of  the  bridges  on  the  Holyhead  road  were  of 
importance  both  as  engineering  works,  and  as  works  of  art.  Such  especially 
was  the  grand  Menai  Suspension  Bridge,  begun  in  1819,  a  work  that  has 
indeed  been  surpassed  as  an  engineering  triumph  by  its  neighbour,  the 
tabular  bridge  of  Bobert  Stephenson,  but  in  beauty  the  suspension  bridge 
far  excels  its  younger  rival. 

John  Bennie,  the  elder,  like  his  great  compatriot  Telford,  was  of  humble 
Scottish  origin.  His  earliest  occupation  was  that  of  a  millwright,  but  his 
remarkably  mechanical  ingenuity  brought  him  into  notice,  and  he  was  while 
jet  a  young  man  employed  on  works  requiring  much  constructive  skill.  He 
settled  in  London  as  an  engineer  about  1782.  In  1799  he  commenced  a 
handsome  stone  bridge  of  five  arches  at  Kelso,  and  he  afterwards  constructed 
some  others  that  were  much  admired.    But  his  chief  work  in  thi844ne  was* 
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Waterloo  Bridge,  which  he  commenced  in  1811,  and  completed  in  1817,  at  a 
cost  of  above  a  million.  This  is  by  general  consent  one  of  the  noblest  bridges 
of  modem  times.  Indeed  for  simple  grandeur  of  character,  convenience  of 
roadway,  and  stability  of  construction,  it  would  be  difficult  to  name  its  peer 
among  bridges  of  any  earlier  period,  and  the  only  bridge  of  subsequent  erec- 
tion which  has,  in  this  country  at  least,  equallcMl  or  surpassed  it  in  these 
most  important  particulars  is  the  new  London  Bridge,  for  which  Bennie 
himself  made  the  designs,  though  its  erection  was  confided  to  his  sons  George 
and  John.  The  iron  bridge  which  crosses  the  Thames  at  South wark  was 
another  of  Bennie's  bridges.  Tbe  iron  bridge  at  Vauzhall  was  designed  and 
erected  by  Mr.  James  Walker.  Bennie's  magnificent  engineering  works,  the 
East  and  West  India  Docks,  with  their  vast  ranges  of  warehouses;  the 
London  Docks ;  the  Prince's  Dock,  Liverpool ;  Plymouth  Breakwater,  and 
the  improvements  carried  out  by  him  in  the  Government  dockyards  of 
Chatham,  Portsmouth,  Plymouth,  and  Pembroke,  with  other  important  works 
at  various  harbours,  proofs  of  the  amazing  growth  of  the  country  in  wealth 
and  commerce,  and  of  the  great  increase  of  engineering  skill,  rather  than 
works  of  Fine  Art,  can  only  be  mentioned  here. 

In  Sculpture  the  leading  artists  were  Flazman,  Banks,  Bacon,  and 
Nollekens,  all  of  whom  have  been  spoken  of  in  a  previous  chapter,  and 
Chantrey  and  Westmacott,  who  belong  more  particularly  to  a  later  period. 
Our  notice  of  sculpture  may  therefore  on  the  present  occasion  be  very  brief. 
The  first  two  of  the  sculptors  just  named,  produced  during  this  period  some 
works  of  great  poetic  power,  and  the  last  also  executed  some  of  much  beaut7. 
But  in  the  main  sculpture  dealt  rather  with  portraits  of  the  living  and  memo- 
rials of  the  dead,  than  with  efforts  of  imagination.    And  in  monuments  of  a 
public  character,  especially  those  with  which  the  nation  honoured  the  men 
who  had  fought  her  battles  by  land  and  sea,  our  sculptors  continued  to  repeat 
with  strange  persistency  the  conventionalisms  and  machinery  which  had  for 
ages  ceased  to  have  any  intelligent  meaning,  or  to  affect  either  the  heart  or 
the  understanding  of  any  class  of  spectators.    British  soldiers  and  sailors, 
and  even  senators,  philanthropists,  and  philosophers,  were  clad  in  the  scanty 
folds  of  a  "classical"  drapery,  in  some  instances  almost  without  drapery  at 
all,  and,  although  the  monuments  were  to  be  erected  in  the  midst  of  a  Christian 
cathedral,  and  in  full  view  of  a  congregation  engaged  in  Christian  worship, 
were  surrounded  with  heathen  gods,  goddesses,  and  attributes ;  or  if,  as  was 
sometimes  the  case,  tbe  hero  wore  his  full  regulation  uniform,  he  yet  had  his 
due  attendance  of  undraped  heathen  deities.     Banks  was  unfortunately  one 
who  yielded  most  unreservedly  to  this  classic  misconception.    The  monu- 
ments to  Captains  Burgess  and  Westcott  in  St.  Paul's,  two  of  the  latest  of 
his  works,  are  among  the  least  defensible  of  their  class.    Happily  Banks  will 
not  be  judged  by  his  public  monuments.     The  exquisite  recumbent  figure 
of  Penelope  Boothby  in  Ashbourne  Church,  showed  with  what  pathos  he 
could  invest  a  private  memorial  when  he  trusted  to  the  simple  promptings 
of  the  feelings.    His  "  Mourning  Achilles,'*  of  which  the  model  is  in  tlie 
British  Gallery,  no  patron  having  had  sufficient  taste  to  commission  its 
execution  in  marble,  is  perhaps  the  noblest  work  of  the  kind  produced  by  an 
English  sculptor ;  and  in  other  works  he  excelled  as  much  in  grace  as  here  in 
^randeur.  ^  t 
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Bacon,  who  died  in  1799,  produced  at  this  time  little  besides  public 
monuments  of  level  mediocrity ;  but  these  he  produced  with  a  facility  and 
profusion  that  aroused  the  envy  of  his  rivals  and  the  admiration  of  the 
multitude.  The  best  are  such  as  those  of  Dr.  Johnson  and  John  Howard  in 
St.  Paul's,  in  which  he  had  no  occasion  to  go  beyond  simple  portraiture ;  but 
even  in  these  the  attempt  to  attain  elevation  of  style  by  arraying  such  men 
in  a  costume  borrowed  from  antiquity,  has  nearly  destroyed  personal  resem- 
blance, and  even  mental  characterization.  NoUekens  shared  only  to  a  small 
extent  in  these  public  commissions,  but  he  was  in  great  request  for  private 
monuments.  His  strength  lay  however  in  portraiture;  and  his  busts  and 
statues  are  now  the  most  life-like  representations  left  of  many  of  the  most 
memorable  personages  of  his  time. 

Flazman  lived  throughout  this  period,  the  truest  and  greatest  sculptor 
England  had  ever  produced.  Sculpturesque  design  was  as  much  the  genuine 
expression  of  his  mind  as  it  was  that  of  the  sculptors  of  ancient  Greece.  In 
some  of  his  imaginative  works,  as  well  as  in  several  of  his  public  monuments, 
his  genius  was  fettered  by  the  current  conventionalisms ;  but  even  in  works 
of  the  latter  class,  as  the  monument  to  Lord  Mansfield,  he  showed  of  how  much 
grandeur  of  moral  expression  sculpture  was  capable.  His  private  monu- 
ments, especially  some  of  those  to  females,  are  of  the  most  touching  tender- 
nessy  and  of  the  purest  Christian  sentiment.  In  the  magnificent  group  at 
Petworth  of  the  Archangel  Michael  overcoming  Satan,  illustrative  of  the 
famous  lines  in  Milton,  we  have  proof  that  our  sculptors  might  find  in  our 
own  poets,  or  in  the  Book  which  is  a  part  of  the  very  life  of  every  one, 
anbjects  well  fitted  for  sculpturesque  treatment,  and  which,  whilst  they 
would  require  and  repay  the  utmost  exertion  of  mental  power,  and  technical 
knowledge  and  skill,  would  as  much  come  home  to  the  feelings  and  the 
understanding  of  the  men  and  women  of  to-day,  as  did  the  gods  and  heroes 
of  the  old  Greek  sculptors  to  the  hearts  of  their  contemporaries.  The 
deities  of  a  dead  mythology  never  can  thus  come  home  to  any  modem  people, 
unless  treated  as  symbols  of  some  deep  or  subtle  truth,  as  they  on  rare  occa- 
siona  have  been  by  genius  of  a  high  order.  Flaxman's  Psyche  may  perhaps 
take  rank  in  this  class.  His  Pastoral  Apollo  is  like  a  breath  of  rustic  poetry. 
But  the  Venuses,  Dianas,  nymphs,  and  the  like,  which  Flaxman's  contem- 
poraries and  successors  put  forth  in  any  quantity  at  every  exhibition,  will  be 
gazed  at  with  as  little  genuine  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the  spectator  as  was 
felt  in  their  production  by  the  sculptor.  How  thoroughly  Flaxman's  mind 
was  imbued  with  the  purest  Greek  feeling  is  evinced  by  his  illustrations  to 
Homer,  Hesiod,  and  ^schylus ;  while  in  nobleness  of  conception,  and  beauty 
and  delicacy  of  expression,  the  illustrations  to  Dante  are  fuUy  equal  to  them. 
Chantrey,  during  the  latter  years  of  the  regency,  had  taken  his  place 
among  the  foremost  living  portrait  sculptors.  The  manly  simplicity  of  his 
style  met  with  early  recognition,  and  his  chisel  found  ample  and  worthy 
employment.  A  large  proportion  of  the  men  most  distinguished  in  letters, 
art,  and  public  life,  sat  to  him,  and  in  most  instances  he  was  considered  to 
be  successful  in  preserving  the  likeness,  as  well  as  in  maintaining  a  certain 
elevation  of  character.  His  busts  are  finer  than  his  portrait-statues,  and 
these  than  his  imaginative  works.  But  his  statues  have  the  great  merit  of 
first  fairly  grappling  with  the  difficulties  of  modem  costume.    The  Mppiest  ^ 
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of  the  monuments  in  which  he  ventured  on  a  poetic  mode  of  treatment, 
"the  Sleeping  Children,**  in  Lichfield  Cathedral,  belongs  to  the  period 
under  review,  but  the  idea  was  certainly  caught  from  Bank8*8  monument 
of  Penelope  Boothbj,  and  the  design  was  made  by  Stothard.  Westmacott's 
earlier  poetic  works  include  the  "  Psyche^'*  and  "  Cupid,'*  at  Woburn ; 
''Euphrosyne,'*  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  and  many  other 
very  pleasing  classic  subjects ;  but  among  them  are  some  of  a  homelier 
and  more  original  character,  as  '*  the  Distressed  Mother,"  "  the  Homeless 
Wanderer,'*  and  others  of  a  similar  order.  Westmacott  also  executed  at 
this  time  several  monumental  statues  for  Westminster  Abbey  and  St.  Paul's 
Cathedral;  the  well-known  "Achilles,**, erected  in  Hyde  Park  "by  the 
women  of  England,'*  in  honour  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  numerous 
other  commissions  of  a  public  character. 

The  taste  in  sculpture  of  both  artists  and  the  public  was  no  doubt  much 
mfluenced  by  the  purchase  and  exhibition  of  three  important  collections  of 
ancient  marbles.  The  earliest  purchase  was  in  1805,  of  the  large  collection 
formed  by  Mr.  Charles  Townley,  of  sculpture  chiefly  of  Boman  date,  but  the 
work  of  G-reek  artists,  and  embracing  many  works  of  exceeding  loveliness  and 
interest.  This  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  magnificent  national  collection  of 
ancient  sculpture  in  the  British  Museum.  The  next  grand  addition  was  that 
of  the  series  of  reliefs  which  had  adorned  the  Temple  of  Apollo  Epicurius,  near 
Phigaleia,  and  which  the  Prince  Begent  bought  at  a  cost  of  nearly  20,0002., 
and  presented  to  the  nation  in  1815.  These  rilievi,  though  falling  short  of 
the  highest  excellence  of  Ghreek  art,  are  believed  to  be  the  work  of  some  of 
the  best  scholars  of  Phidias.  They  are  of  great  beauty,  and  of  greater  in* 
terest,  as  illustrating  the  history  of  Greek  art.  But  the  most  important  of 
the  collections  was  that  of  the  sculpture  of  the  Parthenon,  commonly  known 
as  the  Elgin  Marbles,  for  the  purchase  of  which  parliament  voted,  in  1816, 
the  sum  of  35,000Z.  These  wonderful  works  are  by  far  the  finest  extant 
examples  of  Greek  sculpture  when  at  its  greatest  perfection — the  sculpture 
of  the  time  of  Pericles,  executed  by  Phidias,  or  by  his  scholars  under  his 
immediate  superintendence.  For  years  the  Earl  of  Elgin,  who  whilst  ambas- 
sador to  the  Porte  obtained  the  firman  through  which  he  was  enabled  to 
remove  the  sculpture  from  the  Parthenon,  was  assailed  with  the  bitterest 
invectives  for  this  act  of  Vandalism  as  it  was  termed.  But  in  truth,  the  earl 
by  their  removal  saved  these  marvellous  works  from  utter  destruction ;  he 
was  not  in  time  to  save  them  from  grievous  mutilation.  The  Parthenon  had 
been  shattered  in  the  Venetian  bombardment ;  afterwards,  the  eastern  pedi- 
ment, with  its  matchless  statuary,  was  thrown  down  to  fit  the  building  for 
the  service  of  the  Greek  Church ;  later,  and  up  to  the  hour  when  they  were 
rescued  by  Lord  Elgin,  the  statues  were  used  as  targets  by  the  Turkish 
soldiers ;  and  finally,  in  the  war  of  Greek  independence  (1827),  the  building 
received  great  additional  injury  during  the  bombardment  of  the  city,  but  the 
best  of  the  sculpture  was  then  happily  safe  in  the  British  Museum,  preserved 
for  ever  for  the  free  study  of  all. 

A  national  collection  of  sculpture  was  thus  formed ;  but  it  was  not  till 
1824  that  a  national  gallery  of  painting  was  founded.  Something  had,  how- 
ever, been  done  towards  clearing  the  way  for  such  a  consmnmation.  In  1805, 
a  small  body  of  noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  felt  an  interest  in  art,  succeeded 
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in  establishing  the  British  Institafcion,  the  primary  object  of  which  was  de- 
clared to  be ''  to  encourage  the  talents  of  the  artists  of  the  United  Kingdom ;" 
and  with  this  view  the  Shakspeare  Gallery,  built  by  Alderman  Boydell,  was 
purchased  and  appropriated  to  the  exhibition  and  sale  of  the  productions  of 
British  arfcists,  and  the  exhibition  of  pictures  by  the  old  masters.  This 
last  was  the  grand  novelty  in  the^scheme.  Most  of  the  directors,  and  many 
of  the  subscribers,  were  themselves  the  possessors  of  collections  of  paintings 
by  the  old  masters,  and  from  their  galleries,  and  the  collections  of  other 
liberal  amateurs,  has  been  obtained  annually  enough  pictures  of  a  high  class 
to  make  a  most  interesting  and  always  varied  exhibition.  These  exhibitions 
for  the  first  time  afforded  to  the  general  public  the  opportunity  of  seeing  at 
their  leisure  paintings  by  the  great  masters ;  and  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  to  them  is  to  be  ascribed  a  large  measure  of  the  interest  in  art  which 
resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  National  Qallery.  The  directors  at  the  same 
time  sought  to  encourage  living  artists,  not  oiUy  by  providing  a  gallery  for 
the  sale  as  well  as  exhibition  of  their  works,  but  by  offering  annual  pre- 
miums for  pictures  of  a  high  character,  and  by  occasionally  purchasing  their 
pictures.  Among  the  painters  to  whom  premiums  were  awarded  were 
Hilton,  Haydon,  Alston,  Bird,  Linnell,  Martin,  and  others  whose  names 
will  be  remembered,  but  as  may  be  supposed  more  whose  names  are  already 
forgotten.  Up  to  1820  the  Society  had  only  purchased  four  pictures,  first 
-among  which  was  Benjamin  West's  '^  Christ  Healing  the  Sick,"  for  which 
the  directors  gave  the  painter  3000  guineas,  and  which  they  presented  to  the 
National  Gallery  immediately  after  its  formation.  The  interest  in  art  no 
doubt  also  received  a  considerable  impulse  from  the  opening  to  the  public  in 
1812  of  the  collection  of  paintings,  chiefly  of  the  Dutch  and  Flemish  schools^ 
bequeathed  to  Dulwich  College  by  Sir  Francis  Bourgeois,  and  for  the  recep- 
tion of  which  a  gallery  was  built  by  Sir  John  Soane.  The  Dulwich  Gallery 
does  not  rank  among  the  great  picture  galleries,  but  it  has  done  good  service 
to  art  in  this  country,  and  not  least  as  a  precursor  of  the  National  GhiUery. 
It  is  understood  that  the  pictures  now  forming  the  Dulwieh  Gallery,  and 
which  were  collected  by  Mr.  Noel  Desenfans,  were  offered  to  the  government 
during  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Pitt  on  condition  that  a  gallery  should  be  built 
for  their  reception.    The  offer  was  declined. 

After  a  few  years  of  enfeebled  health,  Beynolds  finally  laid  down  his 
pencil  in  1787,  and  died  in  1792.  From  this  time  till  the  year  at  which  this 
chapter  closes.  West,  as  president  of  the  Boyal  Academy,  was  nominally  at 
the  head  of  the  British  school  of  painting.  During  these  years  he  continued 
to  paint  pictures  of  large  dimensions,  and  treating  of  the  loftiest  themes  in 
sacred  and  profane  history.  But  his  style  underwent  no  change,  and  we 
have  nothing  to  add  to  the  summary  printed  in  a  former  volume.  His 
friendly  rival  was  John  Singleton  Copley,  whose  manner  is  favourably  shown 
in  his  "  Death  of  Chatham,"  now  a  leading  ornament  of  the  British  section  of 
the  National  Gallery.  ^Fuseli,  too,  painted,  lectured,  and  taught;  but  his 
spasmodic  compositions  now  scarcely  excite  a  passing  remark ;  and  though 
critics  termed  them  sublime,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  they  ever  were  in 
any  degree  popular.  His  greatest  effort  was  his  Milton  Gallery,  a  series  of 
£fty  paintings  illustrative  of  the  poetry  of  Milton.  The  pictures  were 
publicly  exhibited  in  1799,  and  again  in  the  following  year,  but  the^ceipts. 
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at  the  doors  were  insufficient  to  defray  the  expenses,  and  the  painter  would 
have  been  seriously  embarrassed  had  not  private  admirers  come  forward  to  pur- 
chase enough  of  the  pictures  to  save  him  from  the  consequences  of  his  temerity. 
Among  the  younger  aspirants  for  immortality  in  "  high  art,"  the  unfor- 
tunate Haydon  was  in  the  latter  years  of  the  regency  the  most  conspicuous* 
His  "  Macbeth,"  **  Judgment  of  Solomon,"  "  Christ's  entry  into  Jerusalem," 
and  other  gallery  paintings,  had  aroused  equal  admiration  and  criticism,  and 
Haydon  in  an  evil  hour  was  tempted  to  defend  his  own  theories  of  art  and 
to  denounce  those  of  his  adversaries.  Controversy  has  irresistible  fascina- 
tions for  some  minds.  Haydon  was  one  of  her  victims.  To  his  private  and 
personal  quarrels  he  added  one  with  the  Eoyal  Academy.  The  result  waa 
what  might  have  been  predicted.  He  became  a  fluent  speaker,  and  a  piquant 
if  not  a  very  correct  or  altogether  trustworthy  writer.  In  his  proper  calling 
he  made  no  advance.  His  earliest  works  were  indeed  his  best.  And  as  he 
found  once  ardent  admirers  grow  cold,  and  timid  friends  fall  away,  hia 
bitterness  increased,  and  from  this  time  to  his  unhappy  death  he  was  a 
disappointed  man.  Yet  he  might  have  been  a  good  painter,  and  he  waa 
certainly  a  good  teacher,  if  we  may  estimate  a  teacher's  ability  by  the  success 
of  such  pupils  as  Eastlake,  Lance,  and  the  Landseers.  Hilton  was  elected  an 
Academician  in  1820,  but  he  had  as  yet  chiefly  painted  classical  subjects,  and 
had  altogether  failed  of  popular  recognition.  Etty  had  at  present  scarcely 
made  his  name  at  all  known.  Martin  had  startled  the  critics  and  fascinated 
tlie  public  by  his  "  Joshua"  (1814),  and  his  still  more  extraordinary  "Fall  of 
Babylon"  (1819).  Stotbard  was  delighting  a  narrow  circle  with  his  elegant 
but  rather  feeble  paintings;  and  spending  his  real  strength  in  making 
vignettes  of  almost  matchless  grace  for  engraving,  at  the  rate  of  half  a 
guinea  or  a  guinea  a-piece. 

In  portraiture,  from  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  to  his  death 
in  1830,  Lawrence  was  regarded  as  the  undisputed  successor  to  Beynolds. 
K"orthcote,  Opie,  Hoppner,  Beechey,  and  Jackson,  portrait  painters  of  con- 
siderable ability  and  followers  more  or  less  of  Beynolds,  enjoyed  a  fair  share 
of  royal  or  popular  patronage,  but  none  obtained  like  Lawrence  universal 
favour.  Perhaps  Lawrence  owed  somewhat  of  his  good  fortune  to  the  very 
contrast  afforded  by  his  easy  superficial  elegance  to  the  more  sombre  splen- 
dour of  his  predecessor.  It  would  be  foolish  to  compare  Lawrenee  as  a 
painter  with  Beynolds,  but  Lawrence  was  undoubtedly  in  his  way  an 
admirable  artist.  His  sitters  were  the  noblest  and  fairest  in  the  land,  and, 
whilst  preserving  the  likeness,  he  seldom  failed  in  the  expression  of  manly 
intellect,  and  never  in  that  of  female  beauty.  His  grand  series  of  portrait 
of  the  distinguished  actors  in  the  affairs  of  1814  and  1815  now  in  the 
"Waterloo  Gallery,  Windsor  Castle,  could  probably  not  have  been  so  well 
painted  by  any  contemporary  artist.  In  a  certain  broad  and  vigorous  delinea- 
tion of  a  male  head,  however,  Lawrence  was  surpassed  by  Baebum,  at  this 
time  the  principal  portrait  painter  in  Scotland.  But  Baeburn  was  a  supremely 
national  painter.  It  was  the  hard-featured  shrewd  Scottish  head  he  gloried 
in  painting  and  painted  so  well.  The  southron  fared  but  indifferently  under 
his  vigorous  pencil.  Of  a  wholly  different  stamp  was  the  elegant  Harlow, 
who  might  in  time  perhaps  have  rivalled  his  master,  Lawrence,  but  who  died 
in  opening  manhood.     His  "  Trial  of  Queen  iLatharine,"  despite  its  popularity^ 
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gave  little  promise  of  greatness  as  a  painter  of  history ;  it  was  ia  fiict  rather  a 
group  of  portraits  of  the  Kemble  family,  and  as  such  it  should  be  estimated. 

Portraiture  in  the  hands  of  Lawrence  assumed  a  new  phase  at  this  period. 
Bat  a  far  greater  change  was  made  in  the  painting  of  sceneB  of  domestic  life 
by  David  Wilkie.  Hogarth  had  painted  both  high  life  and  low  life,  but  it 
was  with  the  pencil  of  a  stem  and  relentless  satirist,  and  in  order  to  point  a 
moral.  Bird  bad  stiU  more  recently  depicted  scenes  of  humble  life,  but  with 
a  halting  and  unequal  touch.  Wilkie  was  the  first  to  paint  with  thorough 
artistic  skill,  and  a  gentle  genial  humour  and  quiet  appreciation  of  character,  the 
pleasant  side  of  the  everyday  life  of  the  peasant  and  the  yeoman.  His  earlier 
pictures,  "The  Village  Politicians,"  "  The  Blind  Fiddler,"  "  The  Card  Players," 
"  The  Village  Festival,"  **  The  Cut  Finger,"  "  Blindman's  Buff,"  «  The  Penny 
Wedding,' '  and  the  like,  were  all  of  this  homely  cheerful  character.  It  was  not 
till  1815  that  he  touched  a  more  pathetic  chord  in  his  "  Distraining  for  Bent." 
From  the  outset  Wilkie  achieved  an  almost  unbounded  popularity.  His 
pictures  told  a  story  that  all  could  understand ;  expressed  a  sentiment  with 
which  all  could  sympathise ;  and  were  in  all  respects  painted  with  a  truthful* 
ness  which  every  one  could  recognise.  They  won,  therefore,  the  general 
suffrage ;  and  at  the  same  time  their  conformity,  in  composition,  colour,  and 
other  obvious  technical  qualities,  to  the  principles  of  the  Dutch  masters 
who  excelled  in  similar  subjects,  was  equally  efficacious  with  the  eognoscenti 
who  then  gave  the  law  in  pictorial  criticism.  Up  to  the  close  of  the  period  before 
us,  Wilkie  continued  to  paint  carefully  studied  subjects  of  the  healthy  homely 
class  iu  which  he  firat  acquired  fame.  Two  or  three  years  later  he  visited 
the  continent,  and  from  that  time  he  entirely  altered  his  manner  of  painting 
and  range  of  subjects.  But  that  change  we  need  not  here  anticipate.  At 
the  time  we  now  leave  him  he  was  undoubtedly  the  most  generally  popular 
painter  in  England. 

Far  greater  and  probably  more  permanent  was  the  influence  on  English 
art  of  the  genius  of  Turner  than  that  of  either  of  the  painters  we  have  yet 
noticed.  Landscape  painting  towards  the  dose  of  the  last  century  was  fast 
Mling  into  conventionalism  and  inanity.  The  authority  of  the  men  who  had 
just  passed  away,  and  the  imitation  of  the  old  masters,  paralysed  individual 
effort.  Turner  commenced  his  career  by  making  coloured  drawings,  in  which 
he  aimed  at  little  more  than  correct  topographical  representation.  Long 
after  he  began  to  paint  in  oil  he  continued  to  study  and  imitate  the  manner 
of  his  predecessors, — Wilson,  Loutherbourg,  and  occasionally  Gainsborough,  in 
English  scenery ;  Vandevelde  in  representations  of  the  sea ;  whilst  Claude 
was  his  guide  in  classical  compositions.  But  year  aflber  year  he  showed  more 
and  more  self  reliance  and  originality ;  an  ever  increasing  knowledge  of  the 
capabilities  of  landscape  art,  and  extended  acquaintance  with  the  phenomena  of 
nature.  The  wonderful  range  of  Turner's  powers  as  a  landscape  painter  were 
not  wholly  developed  in  the  period  before  us.  He  visited  Italy  for  the  first 
time  in  1819,  and  his  Italian  pictures  were  consequently  as  yet  unpainted. 
But  his  power  as  a  painter  of  English  scenery  had  reached  its  farthest  extent. 
The  ^  Crossing  the  Brook,"  the  noblest  English  landscape  of  its  kind  ever 
painted,  was  exhibited  in  1815.  It  now  forms  one  of  the  choicest  of  the 
Turner  treasures  in  the  National  Galleiy.  Its  hitherto  unapproached  expres- 
sion of  space,  magical  aerial  perspective,  quiet  beauty  of  colour,  and  ff^^f^\r^ 
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feeling,  gave  it  a  standing  quite  apart  from  the  work  of  any  previous  painter  of 
Englisli  scenery.  Gainsborough  doubtless  excelled  Turner  in  a  poetic  render- 
ing of  close  home  scenery ;  Wilson  perhaps  excelled  him  in  a  certain  classical 
elevation  of  style.  But  neither  Wilson  nor  Gainsborough  could  have  painted 
a  picture  like  this.  Nor  did  Turner  ever  equal  it.  "  Bichmond  Hill,"  painted 
in  1819,  was  a  grievous  falling  off;  and  he  never  again  painted  English  scenery 
on  a  grand  scale,  for  of  course  such  pictures  as  '^  Bain,  Steam,  and  Speed  " 
are  to  be  classed  as  poetic  fancies  rather  than  English  scenes. 

But  it  was  not  merely  as  a  painter  of  English  landscape  scenery  that 
Turner  was  pre-eminent.  In  his  '^  Shipwreck,"  now  in  the  National  Giillery ; 
"  A  Gale  at  Sea,"  in  the  gallery  of  the  Earl  of  Ellesmere ;  "  The  Wreck  of 
the  Minotaur,"  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Yarborough,  and  some  others,  he 
had  painted  a  stormy  sea  with  a  force  and  majesty  such  as  no  previous  painter 
had  ever  reached.  In  such  works  again  as  the  '^  Garden  of  the  Hesperides  " 
(1806);  "Apollo  and  Python"  (1810);  *' Building  of  Carthage"  (1815); 
and  "  Decline  of  Carthage "  (1817) ;  he  had  treated  classical  subjects  with 
singular  brilliancy  and  vigour  of  imagination.  And  not  only  these  but  a 
multiplicity  of  other  pictures  showed  at  once  his  wonderful  versatility  and 
poetic  feeling,  as  well  as  his  close  observation  of  nature,  especially  of  every 
variety  of  atmospheric  phenomena,  and  his  unrivalled  knowledge  of  effect. 

It  is  sometimes  said  that  it  was  not  till  towards  the  close  of  his  life  that 
Turner's  greatness  as  an  artist  was  recognised.  But  this  is  a  mistake.  Erom 
almost  the  very  outset  of  his  artistic  career,  his  superiority  was  admitted 
both  by  his  professional  brethren  and  such  of  the  public  as  then  took  an 
interest  in  art.  He  was  elected  an  associate  of  the  Boyal  Academy  at  the 
earliest  age  (24),  at  which,  by  the  laws  of  the  academy  he  could  be  elected ; 
and  again,  at  the  earliest  legal  age  (27),  he  was  elected  a  full  member. 
Collectors  bought  his  pictures  at  constantly  increasing  prices ;  and  engravers 
and  publishers  eagerly  outbid  each  other  for  his  drawings,  knowing  well  that 
engravings  after  Turner  were  more  popular  than  engravings  after  any  other 
landscape  painter.  He  had  indeed  by  the  time  at  which  we  are  arriyed 
become  a  wealthy  man  by  the  exercise  of  his  art, — which  is  certainly  more 
than  at  that  time  could  have  been  said  of  any  other  English  landscape 
artist, — and  in  a  country  like  England  pecuniary  success  is  at  least  an 
evidence  that  a  man  is  admired  by  those  to  whom  he  addresses  his 
efforts.  There  were  differences  of  opinion  respecting  Tomer's  works,  as 
there  always  are  differences  of  opinion  respecting  the  works  of  a  man 
of  original  genius,  but  his  genius  was  not  without  recognition.  It  was 
not  till  later,  when  his  pictures  had  become  to  the  ordinary  observer  un- 
intelligible eccentricities,  that  his  popularity  as  a  painter  began  to  wane. 

During  the  later  years  of  this  period  there  were  several  other  admirable 
landscape  painters : — Callcott,  a  pleasing  and  graceful  artist,  coming  some- 
times  close  to  the  quieter  manner  of  Turner,  sometimes  approaching  the 
manner  of  the  landscape  painters  of  the  Netherlands,  but  never  very  original 
or  very  vigorous  ;  Constable,  both  original  and  vigorous — a  hearty,  unsophis- 
ticated delineator  of  homely  English  scenery,  and  especially  of  the  scenery 
of  the  eastern  counties— but  a  good  deal  of  a  mannerist,  and  somewhat 
confined  in  his  range ;  Nasmy th,  the  best  of  the  minute  copyists  of  our 
woodlands  and  commons,  ill-understood,  and  little  appreciated^  in  his  Ufe,  and 
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now  perhaps  a  little  overrated ;  Hofland,  a  genume  lovter  of  quiet  river 
■cenerj;  and  Collins,  the  ahlest  painter  of  his  da7  of  coast  and  inland 
scenery  in  combination  with  rustic  groups. 

Animal  painting  had  in  George  Morland,  at  the  ^arlj  part  of  this  period, 
a  representative  of  great  ability,  but  of  coarse  iatemperate  habits,  and  the 
character  of  the  man  too  often  found  expression  in  his  pictures.  He  was 
suceeeded  by  James  Ward,  only  lately  passed  from  among  us  at  a  patriarchal 
age,  a  clever  painter,  but  superseded  while  still  youug,  by  a  yet  younger 
rival,  Landseer,  and  falling,  perhaps  as  a  consequence,  into  hopeless  and  most 
eccentric  mannerism.  Edwin  Landseer,  though  yet  a  youth,  had  attained 
celebrity  before  the  close  of  this  period,  but  his  real  artistic  career  was 
hardly  commenced. 

The  essentially  English  art  of  Water-colour  Painting  dates  its  rise  from 
this  period.  la  the  catalogues  of  the  earliest  exhibitions  of  the  Boyal 
Academy  we  find  entries  of  "  stained  drawings.*'  These  belong  to  the  first 
crude  stage  of  the  art.  They  were  produced  by  the  entire  drawing  being  in 
the  first  instance  made  in  light  and  shadow,  with  a  grey  or  neutral  tint. 
Over  this  the  several  local  colours  were  passed  in  thin  transparent  washes, 
the  ground  tint  softening  the  harshness  of  the  superposed  local  colours. 
The  sharp  markings  of  the  details  were  then  added,  usually  with  a  reed  pen. 
In  this  manner,  modified  by  the  habits  of  the  respective  artists,  some  very 
pleasing  drawings  were  made  by  Paul  Sandby,  Heame,  and  especially  Cozens, 
a  landscape  draftsman  of  refined  feeling  and  considerable  power.  Turner  and 
his  friend  and  fellow  student,  Thomas  Girtin,  for  some  time  practised  in  this 
manner;  but  they  were  led  gradually  to  abandon  it,  and  adopt  the  method — 
which  originated  with  them — of  painting  every  object  in  the  first  instance  in 
its  proper  local  colour,  and  by  subsequent  shades  and  tints,  and  various 
manipulatoiy  processes,  modifying  this  first  painting  till  the  whole  picture  is 
brought  to  the  desired  appearance.  By  this  improved  method  water-colour 
painting  acquired  an  exquisite  freshness  and  transparency  quite  its  own,  and 
which  in  the  opinion  of  many  almost  atoned  for  the  absence  of  the  depth, 
force,  and  richness  of  oil.  Girtin  was  a  landscape  painter  of  considerable 
ability  if  not  genius,  and  some  of  his  water>colour  paintings  ar^  of  exceeding 
beauty ;  but  he  died  young,  and  it  is  mainly  to  Turner  that  the  infant  art 
owed  its  early  culture  and  vigorous  growth.  T?ih  sketches  and  finished 
pictures  in  water-colours  are  extremely  numerous  and  extremely  fine ;  and  in 
them  may  be  traced  at  least  the  germs  of  almost  every  improvement  or 
modification  of  the  water-colour  process.  Turner  early  turned  aside  to  oil 
painting,  though  he  continued  to  execute  his  vignettes  for  the  engravers  in 
water-colours ;  but  many  able  artists  devoted  themselves  wholly  to  the  rising 
art,  and  brought  it  to  the  perfection  which  it  ultimately  reached.  Among 
these  may  be  mentioned  Prout,  unrivalled  as  the  delineator  of  picturesque 
old  houses  and  fragments  of  crumbling  ruins ;  and  David  Cox,  one  of  the 
boldest,  and  at  times  one  of  the  grandest,  painters  of  Eoglish  hills,  meadows, 
and  sandy  coasts,  under  the  influence  of  storm  and  rain.  So  rapidly  did  the 
new  art  become  popular,  and  so  confident  were  its  professors  in  their  own 
strength  and  resources,  that  in  1805  they  formed  themselves  into  a  Society 
of  Painters  in  Water  Colours,  which  has  ever  since  continued  to  hold  with 
unfailing  success  an  annual  exhibition  of  the  works  of  its  members. 
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The  great  extension  of  a  taste  for  art  was  in  no  way  more  clearly  shown 
than  in  the  increased  demand  for  engravings  and  for  illustrated  publicationB. 
The  higher  branches  of  engraving  were  however  hardly  so  successfully  culti- 
vated. There  was  no  engraver  like  Strange  or  WooUett,  and  the  prints 
called  for  by  the  public  were  of  a  less  elevated  class  of  subjects.  But 
engravers  of  unquestionable  ability  were  very  numerous,  and  an  unparalleled 
number  of  excellent  prints  was  published.  Boydell's  Shakspeare  was 
issued  towards  the  close  of  the  century  at  a  vast  expense.  To  such  works  as 
this,  the  folio  Milton,  Macklin's  Bible,  the  Poet's  Gallery,  and  the  Hke, 
succeeded  a  host  of  topographical  works,  editions  of  the  poets,  essayists,  and 
novelists,  with  small  vignettes,  and  handsome  folios  and  quartos  of  antiquarian 
and  architectural  subjects.  In  the  former  class  the  drawings  of  Turner  may 
be  said  to  have  formed  a  school  of  landscape  engravers  neat,  refined,  and 
brilliant  beyond  previous  example  in  the  execution  of  smaU  plates,  but  wanting 
in  grandeur  and  vigour  when  grappling  with  plates  of  a  large  size.  The  archi- 
tectural publications,  especially  those  of  John  Britton  and  the  elder  Fngin, 
aided  by  the  singular  talent  of  the  Le  Keuxes  in  engraving  medieval  build- 
ings, did  much  to  arouse  that  strong  interest  in  G-othic  architecture  which 
has  in  our  own  day  led  to  such  remarkable  results. 

The  demand  for  illustrated  works  had  however  an  inevitable  tendency  to 
stimulate  their  more  rapid  and  cheaper  production.  Engravers,  instead  of 
executing  their  plates  throughout  with  their  own  hands,  employed  pupils  and 
assistants  on  the  earlier  and  less  important  parts.  Further  to  expedite  the 
process  machines  were  at  this  time  invented,  the  best  being  that  of  Mr. 
Lovny,  by  which  the  skies,  plain  backgrounds,  and  the  like,  could  be  ruled  in, 
and  thus  the  work  of  weeks  be  accomplished  in  a  few  hours.  The  tendency 
of  this  employment  of  mechanical  appliances,  and  of  the  system  of  journey- 
work,  was  undoubtedly  to  interfere  with  the  development  of  the  highest 
individual  excellence ;  but  the  increasing  of  the  quantity  and  cheapening  the 
cost  of  works  only  inferior  to  those  of  the  first  class  in  the  higher  refine- 
ments of  the  art,  assisted  largely  to  diffuse  a  knowledge  and  a  love  of  art. 
The  use  of  steel  plates  instead  of  copper,  whi«h  carried  this  cheapening  pro- 
cess so  mvLcH^  farther,  was  introduced  early  in  the  century ;  but  steel  plates 
were  not  tried  for  fine  art  purposes  till  about  1818,  and  did  not  fairly  come 
into  use  till  five  or  six  years  later. 

At  the  head  of  the  line  engravers,  at  the  commencement  of  this  period, 
was  William  Sharp,  who  has  left  some  good  prints  from  the  works  of  the  old 
masters,  but  who  was  greatest  as  a  portrait  engraver:  his  print  of  John 
Hunter  after  Beynolds,  is  of  its  kind  a  masterpiece.  Other  line  engravers  of 
ability,  his  contemporaries  and  successors,  and  like  him  engravers  of  subject 
pieces  and  portraits,  were  Eittler,  Sherwin,  Warren,  John  Landseer  the 
father  of  the  painter,  James  and  Charles  Heath,  Baimbach,  who  engraved 
the  earlier  prints  after  Wilki^,  and  John  Burnet,  like  Baimbach  best  known 
by  his  prints  after  Wilkie,  but  like  him  an  excellent  engraver  of  general 
subjects.  The  landscape  engravers  in  line  were  very  numerous,  and  the  later 
ones  especially  brilliant  executants.  Among  them  were  Middiman,  Byrne, 
Cooke,  John  Pye,  a  thoroughly  conscientious  and  able  artist,  the  Findens,  and 
others.  In  mezzotinto  engraving,  landscape  was  most  successfully  cultivated 
during  this  period,  as  portraiture  had  been  in  the  preceding.    Earlom,  who 
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eDgrayed  the  Liber  Veritatis  of  Claude ;  Lupton,  who  engraved  many  plates 
in  the  Liber  Studiorum  and  the  Bivers  of  Turner ;  Charles  Turner,  who  in 
bis  plate  from  Turner's  Shipwreck  produced  the  noblest  print  of  its  class  yet 
published ;  and  S.  Bejnolds,  were  eminent  in  this  branch  of  art.  Aqua- 
tinta,  now  almost  a  lost  art,  was  at  this  time  successfully  practised  by 
7.  C.  Lewis,  Dauiell,  and  others.  Bartolozzi  at  the  beginning  of  the  period 
was  in  the  height  of  popularity  for  his  engravings  in  the  dotted  or  chalk 
manner,  but  they  were  really  of  a  very  meretricious  character.  William 
Blake  was  also  an  engraver  in  various  manners,  some  of  them  peculiar  to 
himself.  But  Blake  is  best  known  by  his  designs,  full  of  the  wildest  extra- 
vagancies, yet  with  constantly  recurring  quaint,  graceful,  and  suggestive 
fancies,  always  however  running  along  the  narrow  line  which  proverbially 
divides  genius  from  madness. 

Wood  Engraving  dates  its  revival  from  this  period.  Thomas  Bewick,  to 
whose  rare  application  and  ability  this  revival  is  almost  entirely  to  be  ascribed, 
began  to  engrave  on  wood  while  apprentice  to  a  general  engraver;  and  he 
received  from  the  Society  of  Arts  a  prize  for  a  wood-cut  of  a  **  Huntsman 
and  Hounds,"  almost  as  soon  as  his  apprenticeship  had  terminated.  Bewick 
resided  all  his  life  at  his  native  place,  Newcastle-on-Tyne ;  drew  most  of 
his  designs,  and  engraved  them  with  a  combined  vigour  and  delicacy  of 
line,  power  of  expression,  and  felicitous  characterization  of  sur&ce,  that  came 
with  all  the  freshness  of  novelty  upon  his  contemporaries.  Bewick  published 
his  '^  General  History  of  Quadrupeds,"  the  work  by  which  he  acquired  cele- 
brity, in  1790.  It  passed  through  several  editions,  and  secured  a  ready 
reception  for  all  his  subsequent  publications.  In  finish  it  was  surpassed  by 
later  works,  but  only  his  "  British  Birds  "  (1797-1804)  equalled  it  in  design. 
Among  single  prints,  the  finest  was  his  "  Chilliugham  Bull."  Bewick  was 
always  happiest  in  drawing  and  engraving  objects  of  natural  history.  But 
his  little  tail-pieces,  especially  those  illustrative  of  the  effects  of  cruelty  to 
animals,  have  some  of  them  touches  of  a  grim  humour  that  would  have  done 
no  discredit  to  Hogarth's  pencil. 

Lithography  was  invented  by  Alois  Senefelder  towards  the  end  of  the 
18th  century.  It  was  introduced  into  England  in  1801  by  M.  P.  H.  Andr^, 
under  the  designation  of  Polyautography.  Andrd's  chief  publication  was  a 
series  of  thirty-six  prints  from  sketches  by  West,  Stothard,  and  other  eminent 
artists ;  but  his  rude  and  blurred  impressions  were  regarded  as  mere  curiosi- 
ties. In  1805  he  transferred  his  business  to  a  Mr.  Yolweiler,  who  was 
equally  unsuccessful.  The  art  seems  then  to  have  been  neglected  for  some 
years,  till  Mr.  £.  Ackerman  established  a  press,  from  which  was  issued  in 
1819  the  illustrations  to  his  translation  of  Senefelder's  "  Complete  Course  of 
Lithography."  These  prints,  though  much  better  than  Andre's,  were  still 
very  deficient  in  strength  and  clearness.  It  was  not  till  the  subject  was 
taken  up  by  Mr.  Charles  Hullmandel,  who  to  the  training  of  an  artist 
added  some  chemical  knowledge  and  great  manipulative  dexterity,  that  the 
capabilities  of  the  art  were  fairly  developed  in  this  country.  A  really  good 
lithograph  can,  however,  hardly  be  said  to  have  been  produced  in  London  as 
early  as  1820. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


REIGN  OF  GEORGE  IV. 


1820.— LIST  OF  THE  KING'S  MINISTERS. 


Cablet  Ministebs. 


Earl  of  Harrowby     . 

Lord  EldoD 

Earl  of  Weetmoreland 

Earl  of  liyerpool 

Bight  Hon.  Nicholas  Yansittart 

Yisoonnt  Melville 

Duke  of  Wellington 

Viscount  Sidmouth 

Viscount  Castlereagh 
Earl  Bathurst 


Right  Hon.  George  Canning 


Right  Hon. 
Right  Hon. 
Right  Hon. 


0.  6.  Bathurst 
W.  W.  Pole  . 
F.  J.  Robinson 


Earl  of  Mulgra^e 


Viscount  Palmerston     . 
Right  Hon.  Charles  Long  . 
Earl  of  Chichester 
Marquess  of  Salisbury 
Right  Hon.  C.  Arbuthnot 
S.  R  Lushington,  Esq. 
Right  Hon.  Thomas  Wallace 
Right  Hon.  Thomas  Plumer 
Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Leach  . 
Sir  Robert  Giffbrd     . 
Sir  John  Copley 


Marquess  of  Cholmondeley 

Marquess  of  Hertford  • 

Duke  of  Montrose     . 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York 

Sir  Hildebrand  Cakes 

Right  Hon.  William  Huskisson 


Lord  President  of  the  Council. 

Lord  High  Chancellor. 

Lord  Privy  SeaL 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

Master  General  of  the  Ordnance. 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment. 

Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  A&irs. 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Department  of 
War  and  the  Colonies. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Control  for 
the  Affairs  of  India. 

Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster. 

Master  of  the  Mint. 

Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  and  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade. 

Without  office. 


Not  of  thb  Cabinbt. 


Secretary  at  War. 
Paymaster-General  of  the  Forces. 

>  Joint  Postmaster-GeneraL 

►  Joint  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury. 

Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
Master  of  the  Rolls. 
Vice-Chancellor. 
Attomey-GeneraL 
Solicitor-General. 


Gkeat  Officebs  of  State. 


Lord  Steward. 
Lord  Chamberlain. 
Master  of  the  Horse. 
Commander-in-Chief, 
lieut. -General  of  the  Ordnance. 
First  Commissioner  of  Woods  and  Forests, 
and  Land  Revenue. 


Irelai^d. 


Earl  Talbot      . 

Lord  Manners 

Right  Hon.  Charles  Grant 

Right  Hon.  Sir  G.  F.  Hill 


Lord  Lieutenant. 
Lord  High  Chancellor. 
Chief  Secretary. 
Vice-Treasurer. 
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CHAPTER   IX. 

Meeting  of  Parliament  on  tbe  demlae  of  Qeorge  III. — ^Prorogation  and  disBolotion — The  Gato- 
street  Conspiracy — Del>ate  on  the  subject  of  Qaeen  Caroline — IMfferencee  between  the  King 
and  the  Cabinet  regarding  the  Queen — The  ministerial  propositionB  finally  agreed  to — 
Opening  of  the  new  Parliament — ^Preparations  for  the  Coronation — The  Queen  expected — 
Her  arrival — Ghreen  bag  containing  papers  laid  before  Parliament — ^A^oumment — Con- 
ferences for  averting  a  public  proceeding — Failure  of  the  negotiation — The  Bill  of  Pains  and 
Penalties — Scenes  in  the  streets— Scenes  in  the  House  of  Lords — The  third  reading  of  the  Bill 
carried  by  a  small  majority — The  Bill  finally  abandoned — Joy  of  the  country — Discussions 
on  the  subject  of  the  Queen  in  the  next  Session — The  Coronation  of  the  King — The  Queen 
vainly  endeavours  to  be  present — Her  death  and  funeral. 

ITpok  the  Accession  of  Qeorge  the  Fourth  there  were  the  same  Ministers 
in  the  Cabinet  as  those  which  formed  the  Administration  of  the  Earl  of 
Liverpool  at  the  close  of  the  war ;  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Canning,  who 
in  1816  succeeded  the  earl  of  Buckinghamshire  as  President  of  the  Board  of 
Control.* 

The  Statutes  of  William  and  of  Anne  provided  that  the  demise  of  the 
Crown  should  not  interfere  with  the  regular  course  of  Constitutional  govern- 
ment. Under  these  Statutes  the  Parliament,  although  adjourned  to  the  15th 
of  February,  assembled  on  Sunday  morning  the  BOth  of  Janiiarj ;  adjourned 
till  the  next  day ;  and  then  proceeded  to  the  swearing  in  of  members.  On 
the  17th  of  February,  the  Houses  having  again  assembled,  a  Message  was 
delivered  from  the  Eang,  recommending  that  such  measures  should  be  adopted 
by  the  House  of  Commons  as  were  necessary  to  provide  for  the  exigencies  of 
the  public  service,  during  the  short  period  that  must  elapse  between  the 
termination  of  the  present  Session  and  the  opening  of  a  new  Parliament, 
which  it  was  his  Majesty's  intention  to  call  without  delay.  The  Houses  sat 
till  the  28th  of  February.  During  a  few  days  after  the  death  of  his'  father, 
the  King  had  been  seriously  ill,  not  without  some  apprehension  that  this 
would  be  the  shortest  reign  in  English  history.  When  the  ParL'ament  was 
prorogued,  with  a  view  to  its  immediate  dissolution,  the  Speech  of  th^  Eoyal 
Commissioners  alluded  to  "  the  flagrant  and  sanguinary  conspiracy  which  has 
lately  been  detected." 

"  The  Cato-Btreet  Conspiracy,"  atrocious  as  were  the  objects  which  it 

*  See  volume  vii.  p.  576.  The  List  in  the  opposite  page  of  the  Eing*8  Ministers,  of  the  Qreat 
OificeiB  of  State,  of  the  Lair  Officers,  and  of  tbe  Irish  Administration,  is  of  the  date  of  June, 
1820. 
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proposed  to  accomplish,  base  and  brutal  as  were  the  wretched  persons  engaged 
in  it,  fearful  as  might  haye  been  the  national  terror  had  it  been  successful,  was 
certainlj  not  calculated,  as  affirmed  in  the  Kojal  Speech,  **  to  yindicate  to 
the  whole  world  the  justice  and  expediency  of  those  measures  "  [the  Six 
Acts]  to  which  the  Parliament  had  resorted  *'  in  defence  of  the  laws  and  Con- 
stitution of  the  kingdom.*'  The  detection  and  prevention  of  what  was  some- 
thing more  formidable  than  "  a  little  plot  in  a  haj-loft,"  *  though  not  in  any 
degree  a  symptom  of  a  rcTolutijuarj  spirit  in  the  country,  were  certainly  not 
advanced  by  the  enactment  of  an  unconstitutional  code.  The  proceedings  of 
a  knot  of  sanguinary  madmen  had  for  some  time  been  well-known  at  the 
Home  Office.  "  The  principal  informant  was  a  modeller  and  itinerant  vendor 
of  images,  named  Edwards,  who  first  opened  himself  at  Windsor,  as  early  as 
the  month  of  November,  to  Sir  Herbert  Taylor,  then  occupying  an  important 
official  situation  in  the  establishment  of  Qeorge  III."t  Arthur  Thistle- 
wood,  the  leader  of  the  gang  who  desired  to  assert  their  patriotism  by  the 
murder  of  all  the  King's  ministers,  had  been  a  subaltern  officer  in  the  militia, 
and  afterwards  in  a  regiment  of  the  Hue.  He  had  sojourned  in  France  in 
the  early  stages  of  the  French  Bevolution,  and  was  amongst  the  number  of 
those  who  held  that  violence  and  insurrection  were  the  proper  modes  of 
redressing  the  evils  of  what  they  considered  bad  government.  He  was  one 
of  the  persons  engaged  in  the  Spafields  riot;  and,  in  company  with  Dr.  Watson, 
was  tried  for  high  treason.  Upon  his  acquittal  his  rashness  displayed  itself 
in  sending  a  challenge  to  Lord  Sidmouth,  for  which  folly  he  was  convicted  of 
a  misdemeanor,  and  underwent  a  [year's  imprisonment.  This  term  of  con- 
finement expired  about  the  period  of  the  affray  at  Manchester.  Upon  his 
trial  he  declared  that  his  indignation  at  this  occurrence  prompted  him  to  take 
his  resolution  of  murderous  vengeance :  "  I  resolved  that  the  lives  of  the 
instigators  should  be  the  requiem  to  the  souls  of  the  murdered  innocents." 
He  adds,  "  In  this  mood  I  met  with  Greorge  Edwards."  He  had  decided 
that  "insurrection  became  a  public  duty"  before  he  met  with  George 
Edwards,  "  the  contriver,  the  instigator,  the  entrapper,"  as  he  terms  him.  J 

A  noble  writer,  whose  facts  are  in  most  cases  of  far  higher  value  than  his 
opinions,  says,  "  the  history  of  the  Thisfclewood  Conspiracy,  as  related  in  the 
criminal  annals  of  the  period,  illustrates  in  a  remarkable  manner  the  diseased 
state  of  political  feeling  then  existing  in  England."  §  Lord  Sidmouth  has 
himself  testified  to  the  general  healthfulness  of  public  opinion:  "Party 
feelings  appeared  to  be  absorbed  in  those  of  indignation,  which  the  lower 
orders  had  also  evinced  very  strikingly  upon  the  occasion."  ||  It  was  not  in 
the  nature  of  Englishmen  to  entertain  any  other  feeling  than  indignation  at 

•  Sydney  Smithes  "  Memoirs,"  toI.  ii.  p.  195. 

+  *'Iiife  of  Lord  Sidmouth,"  vol.  iii.  p.  816.  The  Author  of  the  "Popular  History"  well 
reoolleets  this  man,  who  had  a  small  shop  in  the  High-street  of  Bton,  where  the  most  profitable 
exercise  of  his  art  was  in  the  production  and  sale  of  a  little  model  of  Dr.  Keate,  the  head  master 
of  Eton,  in  his  cocked  hat,  the  consumption  of  which  image  was  oonsiderable,  from  its  rapid 
destruction  by  the  junior  boys  as  a  mark  to  be  pelted  at.  Sir  Herbert  Taylor,  whose  honour 
was  unimpeachable,  was  utterly  incapable  of  suggesting  to  the  spy  that  he  should  incite  these 
wretched  men  to  the  pursuance  of  their  frantic  designs.  Yet  in  thu,  as  in  most  similar  cases,  the 
functions  of  the  tempter  and  the  betrayer  are  very  closely  united. 

t  "  State  Trials."    See  also  *'  Annual  Register,"  1 820,  p.  946. 

§  Duke  of  Buckingham,   «*  Court  of  Gfeorge  IV.,"  vol.  i.  p.  9. 

II  *'  Life  of  Lord  Sidmouth,"  vol.  iU.  p.  8J0. 
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the  Bcheme  of  assassination  which  was  intended  to  be  carried  into  effect  on 
the  23rd  of  Pebruarj.     On  Tuesday  the  22nd,  the  Earl  of  Harrowby, 
President  of  the  Council,  was  riding  in  the  Park  without  a  servant,  when  he 
was  addressed  bj  a  person  who  said  he  had  a  letter  directed  to  Lord  Castle- 
reagh.     On  the  23rd  Lord  Harrowby  was  to  have  had  a  Cabinet  dinner  at 
his  house  in  Grosvenor-square,  to  which,  as  is  usual,  none  but  members  of  the 
Cabinet  were  invited.    The  person  who  accosted  Lord  Harrowbj  met  him 
the  next  morning  in  the  Bing  at  Hyde  Park  by  appointment.     That  person 
was  Thomas  Hidon,  a  cow-keeper,  formerly  a  member  of  a  Shoemakers'  Club, 
where  he  knew  one  of  the  conspirators,  Wilson.    By  this  man  Hidon  was 
invited  to  come  forward  and  be  one  of  a  party  to  destroy  his  Majesty's 
ministers,  when  they  were  assembled  at  dinner,  by  hand  grenades  thrown 
under  the  table,  and  by  the  sword  if  any  escaped  the  explosion.    The  paper 
which  Lord  Harrowby  received  from  Hidon  was  described  as  "  a  note  con- 
taining  the  whole  plot."  *    The  plans  of  Thistlewood  had  been  also  com- 
municated to  an  Irishman  named  Dwyer,  who  revealed  at  the  Home  Office 
what  be  had  heard.    The  evidence  of  Hidon  and  Dwyer  sufficiently  agreed 
to  make  the  Cabinet  take  their  resolution.    They  determined  not  to  dine  at 
Lord  Harrowby's  house,  but  that  the  preparations  for  dinner  should  go  on 
as  if  no  alarm  had  disarranged  them.    Mr.  Bimie,  the  police  magistrate,  was 
to  proceed  to  Cato-street,  with  a  strong  party  of  police-officers,  at  seven 
o'clock,  the  appointed  dinner  hour.    In  Cato-street,  which  runs  parallel  with 
the  Edgeware-road,  a  loft  had  been  engaged  by  the  parties  to  the  plot,  and 
during  the  afternoon  of  the  23rd  they  had  been  observed  conveying  sacks 
into  their  place  of  rendezvous.    A  detachment  of  the  foot-guards  had  been 
ordered  to  turn  out  for  the  purpose  of  accompanying  the  police,  but  through 
some  mistake  the  civil  officers  had  to  enter  the  loft  to  execute  their  warrant 
without  the  military  support.    As  Smithers,  the  police  officer,  first  confronted 
the  twenty-four  whom  he  found  assembled,  having  gone  up  into  the  loft  by  a 
ladder,  he  was  stabbed  through  the  heart  by  Thistlewood,  whilst  three  others 
of  his  comrades  were  stabbed  or  shot.    The  lights  were  put  out,  and  in  the 
confusion  Thistlewood,  with  about  fourteen,  escaped.    The  leader,  however, 
was  arrested  the  next  morning,  the  government  having  offered  a  reward  of  a 
thousand  pounds  for  his  apprehension.     When  the  soldiers  arrived  they 
captured  nine  of  the  party,  with  arms  and  ammunition. 

Thistlewood  and  four  of  his  principal  accomplices  were  tried  for  high 
treason  in  April.  Chief  Justice  Abbott,  in  passing  sentence  of  death  upon 
the  prisoners,  expressed  what  was  the  universal  public  sentiment — *'  That 
Englishmen,  laying  aside  the  national  character,  should  assemble  to  destroy 
in  cold  blood  the  lives  of  fifteen  persons  unknown  to  them,  except  from  their 
having  filled  the  highest  offices  in  the  State,  is  without  example  in  the  history 
of  this  country,  and  I  hope  vrill  remain  unparalleled  for  atrocity  in  aU  future 
times."  These  five  were  executed  on  the  Ist  of  May.  A  motion  of  Alder- 
man Wood  on  the  day  after  the  execution,  the  object  of  which  was  to  blame 
the  conduct  of  the  government  in  the  employment  of  Edwards,  did  not  call 
forth  the  same  animadversion  as  in  the  former  case  of  Oliver  at  Derby.  Lord 
Campbell  says, — ^and  few  will  disagree  with  him  in  his  opinion — ^'  I  do  not 

•  "Annual EegUter,"  1820,  p.  982.  ^  j 
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think  that  Ministers  deserved  anj  censure  for  the  manner  in  \?hich  thej 
conducted  themselves  in  this  affair."  *  In  such  cases  there  is  always  the 
difficulty  of  interfering  too  soon  or  too  late.  Some  members  of  the  Cabinet 
proposed  that  the  dinner  should  take  place ;  that  guards  should  be  stationed 
near  lord  Harrowby's  house,  and  that  the  conspirators  should  be  arrested  at 
the  moment  of  their  attempt.  Others  contended  that  ministers,  being  in 
possession  of  evidence  to  satisfy  reasonable  men,  ought  to  stop  the  progress 
of  the  crime  before  it  went  on  to  the  last  step.  "  Lord  Castlereagh  was  for 
going  to  the  dinner  in  the  face  of  it  all  at  the  hour  invited,  and  letting  each 
gentleman  arm  himself  if  he  thought  proper ;  whilst  the  duke  of  Wellington 
counselled  to  the  course  that  was  taken."t 

The  Cato«street  Conspiracy  for  a  while  absorbed  every  other  topic  of 
popular  interest.    If  this  extraordinary  event  had  not  occurred,  the  public 
journals  would  probably  have  attached  more  importance  to  a  short  debate  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  subject  of  Queen  Caroline.     On  the  2l8t 
ef  Pebruary,  in  a  Committee  of  Supply,  Mr.  Hume,  the  Member  for  the 
Montrose  Burghs, — ^who,  since  his  return  in  1818,  had  begun  to  take  an 
active  part  in  the  discussion  of  financial  questions — ^pressed  to  know  whether 
any  distinct  provision  was  to  be  made  for  the  Queen,  inasmuch  as  the  Act 
which  granted  to  the  Princess  of  Wales  the  sum  of  35,000Z.  a  year,  expired 
on  the  demise  of  his  late  Majesty.    He  complained,  also,  that  the  Queen  was 
slighted,  and  asked  why  her  name  was  not  inserted  in  the  Liturgy.    Mr. 
Tierncy  took  the  same  course,  with  an  important  variation:  '^  While  the 
noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  called  her  merely  that  ^  high  personage '  instead  of 
recognising  her  as  the  Queen — ^while  all  Italy,  nay,  all  Europe,  was  filled  with 
rumours  of  her  guilt,  and  of  official  inquiries  about  it — while  her  name  was 
omitted  in  the  Liturgy — while  she  was  not  acknowledged, — he  could  not 
agree  to  vote  her  the  means  of  maintaining  herself,  until  the  reasons  for  such 
extraordinary    circumstances    as  he    had  recited   should   be    satisfactorily 
explained.'']:     Mr.  Brougham,  who  was  the  chief  legal  adviser  of  the  Queen, 
maintained  that  her  title  did  not  depend  upon  any  words  in  the  Liturgy,  or 
upon  any  Act  of  Council,  or  upon  any  expression  of  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown.    The  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  her  dignity  was,  it  appeared, 
to  be  made  out  of  the  general  sum  for  which  the  Minister  was  about  to  move, 
and  that  arrangement  was  at  present  to  his  mind  quite  satisfactory.     He 
totally  disregarded  the  rumours  which  were  imagined  to  cast  a  cloud  of  sus- 
picion upon  the  Queen's  character.    Till  some  specific  charge  should  be 
submitted  to  that  House,  his  lips  should  be  sealed  upon  the  subject.     If  any 
charge  should  be  preferred,  he  must  beg  it  to  be  recollected,  that  this  iUus*- 
trious  personage  was  not  remarkable  for  any  slowness  to  meet  accusation, 
nor  for  any  difficulty  to  prove  her  innocence.    He  trusted  no  appeal  upon 
this  matter  would  ever  be  made  to  any  turbulent  passions  out  of  doors. 
Lord  Castlereagh  rose  to  thank  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  for  a 
speech  which  did  equal  honour  to  his  head  and  his  heart. 

The  perfect  agreement  between  Mr.  Brougham  and  lord  Castlereagh 
must  have  excited  some  surprise.     But  the  Queen's  legal  adviser  was  no 

♦  "Lives  of  the  Chancelloi-s,"  vol.  x.  p.  8. 

+  RuBh,  **  JReudence  at  the  Court  of  London,"  second  series,  vol  I  p.  289. 
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doubt  fully  cognizant  of  an  arrangement  hj  which  the  Cabinet  had  on  the 
2l8t  of  Februarj  tided  over  a  difficulty  which  only  four  days  before  threat- 
ened their  removal  from  office.  On  the  13th  lord  Sidmouth  had  written  to 
earl  Talbot,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  a  brief  note,  in  which  he 
apologizes  for  not  having  answered  a  letter  received  on  the  12th.  ^'  If  you 
knew  how  the  day  was  passed  you  would  not  be  surprised  at  the  omission. 
The  Government  is  in  a  very  strange  and  I  must  acknowledge  in  a  preca- 
nous  state."*  The  King  had  for  his  confidential  private  adviser  Yice-Chan- 
eellor  Leacb,  who,  in  1818,  had  arranged  the  Milan  Commission,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  inquiries  into  those  rumours  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  which  appeared  to  have  determined  the  King  to  press 
the  conduct  of  some  very  hazardous  enterprise  upon  his  Ministers.  Six 
months  before  the  death  of  George  III.,  the  Cabinet  had  a  full  sense  of  the 
difficulty  and  danger  that  would  arise  if  Caroline  of  Brunswick  should  return 
to  England  as  Queen  Consort.  But  they  steadily  refused  to  meet  the 
difficulty  by  acceding  to  the  Prince  Begent's  passionate  desire  for  a  divorce. 
With  Mr.  Brougham,  as  the  Princess  of  Wales's  law-adviser,  they  then 
communicated  ''in  order  to  bring  about  some  arrangement  which  should 
hold  good  in  the  event  of  her  Eoyal  Highness  becoming  Queen."t  In 
August,  ''the  lady  in  question,"  as  Mr.  Brougham  terms  his  client, 
wrote  to  him  to  express  her  resolve  to  come  over  herself,  saying  she 
had  written  to  Lord  Liverpool  to  tell  him  so.  The  Princess  of  Wales's 
law-adviser  expresses  himself  with  some  vivacity  upon  the  public  danger, 
and  the  private  discomfort  to  himself,  that  would  result  from  this  rash 
determination.  "  I  am  confident  from  her  letter  of  to-day  that  she  now 
intends  to  come,  and  I  am  still  more  clear  that  her  coming  would  be 
pregnant  with  every  sort  of  mischief."  Mr.  Stapleton,  who  was  private 
Secretary  to  Mr.  Canning,  gives  the  date  of  this  letter,  August  5th,  1819, 
but  does  not  state  to  whom  it  was  addressed.  It  is  evidently  addressed  to 
Bome  official  personage,  as  Mr.  Brougham  says,  "  You  had  better  communicate 
this.  I  rely  on  the  honour  of  the  party  principally  concerned  to  have  justice 
done  to  my  motives,  in  the  event  of  the  other  setting  the  mob  against  me, 
which  she  is  quite  capable  of  doing."  J 

In  a  minute  of  the  Cabinet  on  the  lOfch  of  February,  the  Ministers  com- 
municated to  the  King  their  opinion,  individually  as  well  as  collectively,  that 
a  proceeding  for  high-treason  against  the  Queen  was  out  of  the  question,  and 
that  a  measure  of  divorce  might  seriously  prejudice  the  interests  of  the  King 
and  of  the  Monarchy.  They  honestly  stated  that  any  private  individual,  * 
circumstanced  as  the  King  had  been  with  respect  to  the  Princess,  could  not 
expect  to  obtain  a  divorce  according  to  the  established  usage  of  Parliament. 
They  were  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  notoriety  of  what  had  been  and 
Btill  were  the  situation  and  conduct  of  the  Princess  of  Wales  upon  the  Con- 
tinent, would  induce  Parliament  to  give  a  ready  consent  to  any  measure 
which,  while  it  afforded  to  the  King  security  against  the  invasion  of  his  dignity 
and  comfort  by  the  return  of  the  Princess  to  England,  would  be  calculated, 
at  the  same  time,  to  avoid  discussions  and  disclosures  offensive  to  public 

♦  "Life  of  Lord  Sidmouth,"  vol.  iii.  p.  310. 

f  Stapleton,  "Qeoige  GaimiDg  and  his  Times,*'  1859,  p.  265. 
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decency,  and  likely  to  disturb  tbe  peace  of  the  country.  They  proposed, 
therefore,  a  Bill  to  make  provision  for  the  Queen  by  an  annuity,  payable  only 
during  her  continued  residence  abroad.  They  thought  that  the  King  would 
be  fully  justified  in  withholding  those  distinctions  which  it  was  in  the 
option  of  his  Majesty  to  confer  upon  her, — to  be  named  in  the  Litursy,  and 
to  be  crowned.  They  add,  "the  intercourse  which  took  place  with  Mr. 
Brougham  last  summer  affords  just  reason  for  believing  that  the  Frinceea 
would  be  advised  to  acquiesce  in  an  arrangement  founded  upon  these  princi- 
ples."    On  this  Minute  Mr.  Canning  made  a  memorandum.    ''  As  a  part  of 

the  whole  I  agree  to  the  proposed  alteration  in  the  Liturgy I 

could  not  have  agreed  to  the  omission  of  her  name  if  any  penal  process, 
of  whatever  kind,  had  been  in  contemplation."^ 

On  the  12th  of  February  the  King  replied  seriatim  to  the  various  objec- 
tions to  his  wishes  offered  by  the  Cabinet.  He  altogether  disapproved  of  the 
proposal  of  settling  an  annuity  upon  the  Princess,  payable  only  during  her 
residence  abroad.  On  the  14th  of  February  the  Cabinet  re-stated  to  the  King 
their  unanimous  opinion  that,  whatever  other  measure  they  might  feel  them- 
selves justified  in  proposing,  the  originating  a  Bill  of  Divorce  is  that  which 
they  cannot  recommend.  On  the  17th  the  King  yielded,  being  "ready,  for 
the  sake  of  the  public  decorum  and  the  public  interest,  to  make,  therefore, 
this  great  and  thjs  painful  sacrifice  of  his  personal  feelings."  He  recited  the 
terms  of  the  proposed  arrangement,  "  to  avoid  all  future  misconception ;"  and 
he  added,  "the  S^g  further  understands  that  it  is  the  intention  of  his 
servants  to  assert  and  justify  the  omission  of  the  Princess's  name  from  the 
Liturgy." 

Such  was  the  prologue  to  the  great  "  sensation"  drama  which  was  to  be 
enacted  four  months  afterwards.  All  political  agitation  appeared  to  have 
subsided.  Mr.  Hunt,  and  others  concerned  in  the  Manchester  meeting,  were 
tried  at  York  on  the  16th  of  March  and  nine  following  days,  on  the  chai^ 
of  unlawfully  assembling  for  the  purpose  of  moving  and  inciting  to  contempt 
and  hatred  of  the  Government.  Henry  Hunt,  Joseph  Johnson,  John  Knight, 
Joseph  Healey,  and  Samuel  Bamford,  were  found  guilty,  and  being  brought 
up  for  judgment  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  were  sentenced  to  various 
terms  of  imprisonment.  At  the  Leicester  Assizes,  on  the  28rd  of  Marcb, 
sir  Francis  Burdett  was  found  guilty  of  a  seditious  libel.  The  verdict  was 
impeached  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  and  the  various  arguments  upon 
the  case  had  the  effect  of  postponing  the  judgment  till  the  beginning  of  182L 
The  baronet  was  sentenced  to  three  months'  imprisonment,  and  to  pay  a  fine 
of  two  thousand  pounds.  Amidst  this  political  quiet,  now  and  then  a  flying 
rumour  about  the  Queen  appeared  in  the  newspapers.  In  the  gossip  of  the 
higher  circles  there  was  no  foreboding  of  a  coming  storm.  ''Brougham 
attends  frequently  at  the  Treasury  upon  the  Queen's  business,"  writes 
Sydney  Smith  on  the  15th  of  April.  Everyone  was  thinking  of  the  expected 
Coronation,  in  which  it  appears  to  be  understood  as  a  matter  of  course,  that 

the  Queen  was  not  to  appear.    "  The  King  sits  all  day  long  with  Lady  C , 

sketching  processions,  and  looking  at  jewels;  in  the  meantime,  she  tells 
everywhere  all  that  he  tells  to  her."  t     The  placidity  of  the  royal  mind 

*  The  Minntes  and  the  Memorandnm  ar«  given  in  Mr.  Stapleton*B  work,  pp.  266  to  274. 
+  •*  Memoir  of  Sydney  Smith,"  vol.  ii.  p.  195. 
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appears  to  have  been  Bomewhat  diBturbed  in  the  midst  of  these  pleasant 
occupations.  On  the  26th  of  April  the  Chancellor  writes  to  his  daughter, 
"  Our  Boyal  Master  seems  to  have  got  into  temper  again,  as  far  as  I  could 
judge  from  his  conversation  with  me  this  morning.  He  has  been  prettj  well 
disposed  to  part  with  us  all,  because  we  would  not  make  additions  to  his 
revenue.'*  *  These  minor  troubles  have  a  happy  capacity  for  adjustment  in 
a  constitutional  monarchy,  when  responsible  Ministers  possess  the  requisite 
degree  of  firmness.  The  King  opened  the  session  of  the  new  parliament  in 
person  on  the  27th  of  April,  and  had  a  brief  popukrity  in  declaring  that  he 
left  entirely  at  the  disposal  of  Parliament  his  interest  in  the  hereditary 
revenues,  and  that  so  far  from  desiring  any  arrangement  which  might  lead  to 
the  imposition  of  new  burdens  upon  his  people,  or  even  diminish  the  amount 
of  reduction  incident  to  his  accession,  he  had  no  wish  that  any  addition  what- 
ever should  be  made  to  the  settlement  adopted  by  Parliament  in  1816. 

Amidst  this  sunshine  the  little  cloud,  no  bigger  than  a  man's  hand,  was 
seen  from  afar.  Some  members  of  Opposition  began  again  to  call  attention 
to  the  position  of  the  Queen.  Mr.  Tiemey,  in  a  debate  on  the  Civil  List  on 
the  8th  of  IVIay,  said  that  he  never  expected  to  be  called  upon  to  vote  for  a 
BiU  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the  royal  family  and  household,  out  of 
which  the  Queen  of  England  herself  was  to  be  excluded,  after  being  recognized 
by  the  lord  high  chancellor.  His  allusion  was  to  this  circumstance :  In  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  on  the  11th  of  April,  Mr.  Brougham  and  Mr.  Denman 
had  presented  their  appointments  as  attorney-general  and  solicitor-general 
to  the  Queen,  which  appointments  the  lord  chancellor  immediately  accepted, 
saying  that  '^  he  would  consult  no  views,  and  regard  no  considerations  in  the 
matter,  except  such  as  were  purely  professional."  In  the  last  days  of  May 
the  preparations  for  the  King's  Coronation  still  formed  the  chief  topic  at  court. 
The  committee  for  settling  the  forms  of  that  ceremony  had  reported  to  the 
King  that,  as  there  was  to  be  no  crowning  of  a  Queen,  peeresses  should  not  be 
summoned  to  attend.  His  Majesty  had  a  ready  answer,  that  as  "  Queen 
Elizabeth,  though  a  lady,  had  both  peers  and  peeresses,  so  he,  though  he  has 
no  Queen,  will  have  both  ladies  and  gentlemen  to  attend  him."t  ^hile 
these  discussions  were  proceeding  within  the  palace,  the  people  in  public 
places  were  thinking  very  seriously  of  some  other  possible  occurrence  than  a 
coronation — so  seriously,  that  they  committed  their  opinions  to  the  usual 
issue  of  a  bet.  Some,  who  thought  the  Queen  would  not  come  very  speedily, 
paid  fifty  guineas  to  receive  a  guinea  a  day  till  she  did  come.  This  was  the 
common  entry  in  the  gambler's  '  book'  on  the  29th  of  May,  on  which  day 
Eldon  wrote,  *'  I  retain  my  old  opinion  that  she  will  not  come  unless  she  is 
insane."  On  the  1st  of  June  the  Queen  was  at  St.  Omers,  having  rapidly 
travelled  thither,  accompanied  by  alderman  Wood.  She  had  previously 
despatched  a  courier  vnth  letters  to  London,  demanding  that  a  yacht  should 
be  sent  to  convey  her  to  England,  and  that  a  palace  should  be  provided  for 
her  reception.  The  Cabinet  authorized  lord  Hutchinson  immediately  to 
proceed  to  St.  Omers  to  make  the  proposal  of  an  annuity  according  to  the 
arrangement  of  February,  but  with  conditions  which  appear  to  have  been 
capable  of  a  different  construction  from  those  which  formed  part  of  the 

•  Twia,  **Life  of  Eldon,"  toI  iL  p.  362.  f  Ibid,,  p.  866.      ^  t 
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proposition  made  in  the  "  intercourse  which  took  place  with  Mr.  Brougham 
last  summer."  Her  Majesty's  attorney-general  accompanied  lord  Hutchinaon. 
The  proposition,  which  it  appears  was  made  then  for  the  first  time  in  a  letter 
addressed  by  lord  Hutchinson  to  Mr.  Brougham,  and  which,  as  her  legal 
adviser,  he  read  to  the  Queen,  was  rejected  by  her  under  his  advice.*  Her 
Majesty,  with  her  civic  councillor,  hurried  off  to  Calais,  was  quickly  on  board 
a  packet,  landed  at  Dover  amidst  the  shouts  of  the  populace,  and  entering^. 
London  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  surrounded  by  huzzaing  thousands,  took  up 
her  abode  at  the  house  of  alderman  Wood  in  South  Audley-street.  On  that 
same  evening  a  message  from  the  King  was  presented  to  both  Houses,  stating 
the  arrival  of  the  Queen,  and  announcing  that  his  Majesty  had  thought  it 
right  to  communicate  certain  papers  respecting  the  conduct  of  her  Majesty 
since  she  left  this  country.  On  the  table  of  each  House  a  green  bag  was 
laid  which  contained  the  papers,  sealed  up. 

In  the  House  of  Lords,  after  some  discussion,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
papers  should  be  referred  to  a  Secret  Committee.  In  the  House  of  Commons, 
previous  to  taking  into  consideration  the  King's  Message,  Mr.  Brougham,  as 
her  Majesty's  attorney-general,  presented  a  communication  from  the  Queen, 
in  which  she  stated  that  she  had  returned  to  England  in  consequence  of 
measures  pursued  against  her  honour  and  her  peace  by  agents  abroad.  She 
protested  against  the  formation  of  a  Secret  Committee  to  examine  documents 
privately  prepared  by  her  adversaries.  She  complained  of  the  omission  of 
her  name  in  the  Liturgy,  as  calculated  to  prejudge  her  cause.  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  declared  that  the  Secret  Committee  was  only  a  preliminary  step,  to 
ascertain  whether  there  was  any  case  to  proceed  with.  Mr.  Brougham 
strongly  resisted  the  appointment  of  the  Committee,  and  commented  in  the 
most  unqualified  terms  upon  the  proposition  made  to  the  Queen,  which  was 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  to  ask  her  to  say,  '^  Give  me  fifty  thousand  a 
year,  and  I  will  plead  guilty."  Mr.  Canning,  in  vindicating  the  conduct  of 
the  Government,  expressed  his  earnest  desire,  that  this  unhappy  business 
should  be  terminated  without  any  further  public  proceedings.  In  reply  to 
Mr.  Brougham's  complaint  of  the  terms  offered  to  the  Queen,  he  declared  that 
they  were  the  same  terms  which  the  Queen's  legal  adviser  had  previously 
considered  reasonable.  Mr.  Brougham,  in  reply,  complained  that  if  Mr. 
Canning  had  not  considered  himself  bound  to  secrecy,  he,  Mr.  Brougham, 
felt  himself,  in  some  degree,  under  that  obligation.  He  pledged  himself  to 
show  that  there  was  nothing  inconsistent  in  his  taking  part  in  the  negotia* 
tion  of  July,  and  in  his  present  course.  There  was  one  circumstance  in  the 
date  of  the  transaction  referred  to,  which  constituted  an  essential  difference 
between  the  terms  then  suggested,  and  those  proposed  by  lord  Hutchinson. 
"  The  illustrious  person  was  not  then  Queen,  and  it  was  a  very  diff^ent 
proposal  that  she  should  forbear  to  assume  a  title  which  might  fall  to  her  at 
some  distant  and  contingent  time,  and  that  she  should  lay  down  what  she 
had  in  course  of  law  assumed.  Widely  different,  too,  was  that  proposal  from 
the  proposition  of  lord  Hutchinson ;  the  one  calling  on  the  Princess  of  Wales 
not  to  assume  a  particular  title,  which  might  afterwards  descend  to  her,  the 
other  to  renounce  any  title  taken  from  the  royal  family  of  England."  t 

*  HaoBard,  vol.  i.  nev  series,  col.  97S.  f  Ibid.,  toL  i.  seoonil  series^ool.  971. 
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Mr.  Brougham  declared,  on  his  honour,  that  her  Majesty  was  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  implicated  in  the  proceeding  adverted  to,  "The  right 
honourable  gentleman  might  treat  as  he  pleased  the  person  who  made  those 
propositions,  but  her  Majesty  had  no  more  knowledge,  no  more  influence 
orer  those  .propositions,  than  the  child  unboou"  The  historical  inquirer 
may  ask,  how  was  it  that  the  Queen  had  "  no  more  knowledge  than  the  child 
unborn"  of  those  propositions?  We  cannot  doubt  that  when  the  time 
for  a  complete  reyelation  shall  arrive,  there  will  be  a  juster  solution  of  the 
question  than  the  suspicions  of  Mr.  Canning  of  an  absence  of  "plain 
dealing ;"  less  tinctured,  possibly,  by  political  rivalry  than  his  assertion  that 
"  the  Grovemment  was  not  prepared  to  pursue  their  own  course  by  any  means 
bat  those  which  were  indicated  to  them ;  and  these  indications  came  from  a 
quarter  which  wished  for  extremities."  * 

The  temper  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  Wednesday,  the  7th  of  June, 
was  signally  manifested  by  its  cordial  assent  to  Mr.  Wilberforce's  motion, 
that  the  debate  should  be  adjourned  till  the  following  Friday.  Mr.  Wilber- 
force  says  in  his  Diary,  "  I  endeavoured  to  interpose  a  pause,  during  which 
the  two  parties  might  have  an  opportunity  of  contemplating  coolly  the 
prospect  before  them."  t  The  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Lords  were  also 
suspended.  On  the  Friday,  Mr.  Brougham,  by  command  of  the  Queen, 
transmitted  a  note  to  lord  Liverpool,  in  which  her  Majesty  said  that,  sub- 
mitting to  the  declared  sense  of  Parliament,  she  was  willing  to  consider  any 
arrangements  that  might  be  proposed  consistent  with  her  dignity  and 
honour.  Lord  Liverpool,  in  reply,  referred  to  a  note  delivered  to  Mr. 
Brougham  on  the  15th  of  April,  as  the  proposition  made  on  the  part  of  the 
King.  The  Queen  replied  that  she  had  never  seen  this  note.  Mr.  Brougham 
explained  that  her  official  advisers  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  delivering 
it  previous  to  the  interview  with  lord  Hutchinson.  It  was  then  agreed  that 
two  of  the  £ang*s  confidential  servants  should  meet  two  persons  to  be  named 
by  the  Queen,  to  frame  an  arrangement  for  settling  the  necessary  particulars 
of  her  Majesty's  future  situation,  upon  the  condition  of  her  residence  abroad. 
The  duke  of  Wellington  and  lord  Castlereagh  were  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  King,  and  Mr.  Brougham  and  Mr.  Denman  on  the  part  of  the  Queen. 
This  negotiation  failed  through  the  want  of  concession  on  either  side  upon 
one  point  alone.  The  insertion  of  the  Queen's  name  in  the  Liturgy  was 
demanded  on  the  one  side,  and  refused  on  the  other,  although  something  like 
an  equivalent  was  tendered  by  the  agents  of  the  King.  Mr.  Wilberforce 
has  succinctly  stated  the  general  character  of  these  proceedings.  "The 
concessions  made  by  the  King's  servants,  as  Mr.  Brougham  afterwards 
declared  in  the  House  of  Commons,  were  various  and  great.  The  name 
and  rights  of  a  Queen  'were  granted  to  her  Majesty  without  reserve,  any 
recognition  of  which  had  formerly  been  carefully  avoided.  A  royal  yacht,  a 
frigate,  <&c.,  were  offered.  It  was  agreed  that  her  name  and  rank  should  be 
notified  at  the  Court  either  of  Bome  or  Milan — ^the  capitals  of  the  countries 
in  which  she  had  expressed  her  intention  to  reside ;  and  that  an  Address 
should  be  presented  to  the  Queen  no  less  than  another  to  the  King,  to  thank 

*  Stapletony   *' George  CanniDg  and  his  Times,"  p.   800.      Letter  from  Mr.  Canning  to 
Mr.  Huskisaon,  October  2nd,  1820. 
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her  Majesty  for  having  acceded  to  the  Trish  of  the  House  of  Commons."  * 
On  the  19  bh  of  June  this  negotiation  was  announced  to  Parliament  as  having 
failed.  Again  Mr.  Wilberforce  attempted  to  put  an  end  to  this  unfortunate 
conflict,  bj  moving  a  resolution  on  the  22nd  of  June,  in  which,  amidst  many 
qualifying  phrases,  the  House  declared  its  opinion  that  if  the  Queen  would 
forbear  to  press  farther  the  adoption  of  those  propositions  on  which  any 
material  difference  yet  remained,  such  forbearance  would  by  no  means  be 
understood  to  indicate  any  wish  to  shrink  from  inquiry.  The  motion  was 
agreed  to  by  a  very  large  majority.  Mr.  Wilberforce,  as  part  of  a  deputation 
of  members,  waited  the  next  morning  upon  the  Queen  with  this  resolution. 
He  and  his  companions  were  saluted  by  the  groans  of  the  populace.  The 
answer  of  the  Queen  rejected  the  proposed  mediation.  When  this  attempt 
failed  Mr.  Wilberforce  was  accused  in  the  newspapers  "  with  trifling  with  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  attempting  to  deceive  the  people."  He  had  in  his 
possession  a  triumphant  answer  to  the  charge  in  the  positive  engagement  of 
the  Queen's  chief  law-adviser.  *  She  will  accede  to  your  Address,'  he  wrote 
to  Mr.  Wilberforce  (June  22nd),  'I  pledge  myself.'  His  influence  was 
overborne  by  a  less  sagacious  counsellor,  and  with  '  a  political  forbearance 
which,'  says  the  party  whom  it  spared,  'I  never  knew  equalled,'  he 
suppressed  this  unfulfilled  pledge,  and  bore  quietly  the  groundless  charge  of 
an  unreasonable  interference."  f  There  was  now  an  end  of  all  atten^pts  at 
compromise.  Mr.  Canning,  when  he  saw  that  the  chances  of  an  amicable 
adjustment  were  over,  waited  upon  the  King  to  express  the  impossibility  for 
him  to  take  part  in  any  criminatory  proceedings  towards  a  person  to  whom 
he  had  formerly  stood  in  confidential  relations.  The  King,  who  sent  his 
answer  through  lord  Liverpool,  insisted  that  Mr.  Canning  should  remain  one 
of  his  Ministers,  following  his  own  course  with  regard  to  the  Queen.  He 
went  abroad,  to  avoid  taking  any  part  in  discussions  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. That  House  adjourned  on  the  26th,  that  the  initiatory  proceedings 
upon  the  Oreen  Bag  might  take  place  in  the  Upper  House.  On  the  4th  of 
July  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Lords  made  its  Eeport,  declaring  that  the 
evidence  affecting  the  honour  of  the  Queen  was  such  as  to  require  a  solemn 
inquiry,  which  might  be  best  effected  in  the  course  of  a  legislative  proceeding. 
Lord  Liverpool  then  proposed  a  Bill  of  Fains  and  Penalties,  which  had  for 
its  object  "  to  deprive  her  Majesty  Queen  Caroline  Amelia  Elizabeth  of  the 
title,  prerogatives,  rights,  privileges,  and  exemptions  of  Queen-Consort  of 
this  realm,  and  to  dissolve  the  marriage  between  his  Majesty  and  the  said 
Caroline  Amelia  Elizabeth."  The  second  reading  of  the  Bill  was  fixed  for 
the  17th  of  August,  and  on  that  day  commenced  what  is  popularly  known  as 
The  Queen's  Trial. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  us  to  refer  to  the  chronicles  of  the  time  for  the 
purpose  of  recalling  the  impressions  which  live  in  our  memory  of  the  extraor- 
dinary scenes  of  that  summer  and  autumn  of  1820.  On  the  3rd  of  August  the 
Queen  had  removed  from  her  temporary  abode  in  London,  to  take  up  her  resi- 
dence at  Brandenburgh  House  at  Hammersmith.  For  four  months  from  that 
day  there  never  was  a  cessation  of  processions  marching  to  Hammersmith,  or  of 
cavalcades  shouting  around  the  Queen's  carriage.  On  the  day  before  the  judicial 

•  "Life  of  Wilberforce,"  toI.  ▼.  p.  55.  t  Ibid,  p.  66.  , 
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proceedings  commenced,  addresBCB  were  presented  to  the  Queen  by  deputations 
from  the  county  of  Middlesex,  from  St.  Leonards  Shoreditch,  and  from  the 
Mechanics  of  the  Metropolis.  These  assemblages,  whether  led  by  the  radical 
Sheriff  of  Middlesex,  in  his  state  carriage,  or  by  enthusiastic  committee- 
men with  white  wands,  gradually  swelled  into  a  multitude,  of  which  the 
advanced  guard  were  trampling  down  the  laurels  in  her  Majesty's  garden  at 
Hammersmith,  before  the  rear-guard  had  passed  Hyde  Park  Corner.  Not  on 
that  13th  of  November,  1642,  when  London  poured  forth  its  thousands 
whilst  Bupert  was  fighting  in  the  streets  of  Brentford,  was  there  a  greater 
earnestness  than  in  those  mechanics  who  marched  to  Hammersmith  under  a 
baming  sun,  and  marched  back  again,  hungry  and  weary,  satisfied  that  their 
ahoata  had  advanced  the  cause  of  justice  for  the  oppressed.  It  is  impossible 
not  to  recognize  something  of  grandeur  in  such  demonstrations,  however 
capable  they  may  be  of  affording  matter  for  ridicule : 

'*  All  kinds  of  ftddresses 
From  Collars  of  SS, 
To  Tenders  of  creases, 

Came  up  like  a  fair ; 
And  all  throagh  September, 
October,  November, 
And  down  to  December, 

They  banted  this  Hare  !  "  * 

The  weekly  journal  from  which  we  quote  these  lines  was  the  chief  of 
those  new  papers  which  ''  were  established  with  the  professed  object  of  main- 
taining a  constant  war  against  all  who  espoused  her  Majesty's  cause." t  There 
certainly  never  was  a  time  in  which  the  proper  functions  of  the  press  were 
more  degraded  to  the  purposes  of  private  slander.  But  it  must  be  said  in 
fumess,  that  if  the  Queen  and  her  partizans  were  attacked  with  the  coarsest 
reyiliug  or  the  bitterest  wit,  the  King  and  his  supporters  were  no  less  subject 
to  libellous  attacks  far  exceeding  the  accustomed  licence  of  perio<ticaI 
writing.  Milton  has  described  the  controversialists  of  London,  sitting  by 
their  studious  lamps,  musing,  searching,  assenting  to  the  force  of  reason  and 
oonvincement.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  point  the  contrast  furnished  by  the 
writers  of  1820.  The  violence  and  ribaldry  of  the  joui*nals  were  perfectly  in 
accord  with  the  floods  of  indecency  that  were  poured  out  every  morning  in 
the  short-hand  reports  of  the  evidence  on  the  trial — reports  which  were  regu- 
lariy  printed  by  authority,  circulated  amongst  the  Peers,  and  thence  duly 
copied  in  the  daUy  papers. 

If  the  scenes  that  were  passing  in  the  streets  were  extraordinary,  cer- 
tainly the  appearance  presented  by  the  House  of  Lords,  on  any  one  of  the 
days  of  this  trial,  was  no  less  remarkable.  That  House,  the  old  Court  of 
Bequests,  had  been  fitted  up  anew  on  the  accession  of  George  lY.  The 
elevated  arm-chair,  from  which  former  monarchs  addressed  the  Parliament, 
had  been  supplanted  by  a  magnificent  throne — ^a  canopy  of  crimson  velvet, 
sapported  by  Corinthian  columns,  and  surmounted  by  the  imperial  crown. 
For  this  special  occasion  of  the  Queen's  trial,  galleries  had  been  erected 
on  each  side  of  the  House  for  the  accommodation  of  the  unusual  number 

•  From  Theodore  Hook's  song  of  **  Hunting  the  Hare,"  in  "John  Bull." 

f  "  Lord  Brongham*B  Speeches" — Introduction  to  the  case  of  Blaoow.    /--^  i 
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of  Peers  who  were  expected  to  attend.*  A  chair  of  state  was  placed  for  the 
Queen  a  little  beyond  the  bar,  fronting  the  throne  and  the  woolsack.  The 
places  for  her  counsel  were  immediately  behiDd  her.  On  the  2lst  of  August, 
the  Attorney- General  was  concluding  his  speech  in  support  of  the  Bill,  when 
drums  and  trumpets,  mixed  with  the  shouts  of  the  people,  announced  the 
Queen's  arrival.  She  takes  her  seat.  The  interpreters  being  sworn,  Teodora 
Majocchi  was  called  in.  The  Queen  turned  suddenly  round,  uttered  a  loud 
exclamation,  and  rushed  out  of  the  House.  This  man  had  been  one  of  her 
domestic  servants.  The  examination  of  witnesses  for  the  Bill  proceeded  till 
the  6th  of  September.  The  Solicitor-G-eneral  summed  up  on  the  7th,  and  on 
the  9th,  upon  an  application  from  the  Queen's  counsel,  an  adjournment  took 
place  till  the  3rd  of  October.  The  examinations  and  cross-examinations  of 
the  witnesses]  for  the  Bill,  gross  and  revolting  as  were  many  of  the  details, 
were  signal  exhibitions  of  legal  acuteness.  It  was  impossible  to  deny  the 
right  of  counsel  to  put  questions  offiensive  to  delicacy ;  but  it  was  scarcely 
possible  not  to  feel  some  indignation  when  a  noble  lord  now  and  then  asked  a 
question  which  the  most  brazen  advocate  would  have  attempted  to  clothe  in 
somewhat  more  decent  language.  The  universal  licence  of  that  unhallowed 
time  seemed  occasionally  to  make  some  of  the  highest  forget  their  self- 
respect.  There  probably  would  have  been  more  instances  of  unseemly  inter- 
ference with  the  ordinary  course  of  legal  inquiry  if  one  man  had  not  stood 
in  the  midst  of  that  assembly,  whose  whole  bearing  was  that  of  authority  and 
command';  whose  look,  denouncing  "  battle  dangerous  "  if  auy  rash  offence 
were  given,  made  the  boldest  peer  prudent.  The  great  admiral,  who  in  the 
bay  of  Algiers,  was  '' all-fightful,"  complained  of  "  the  disrespect  of  counsel 
[Mr.  Brougham]  in  fixing  his  eyes  on  him  at  the  time  that  he  was  presuming 
to  check  him  for  an  expression  which  had  not  been  used  by  him,  but  by  another 
noble  lord."  There  was  another  of  the  Queen's  law-officers  who  dared  oven 
to  fix  his  eyes  upon  a  prince  of  the  blood,  exclaiming,  '^  Come  forth,  thou 
slanderer."  Some  who  heard  these  things  might  well  fear  that  the  old  respect 
for  "  degree,  priority,  and  place  *'  was  coming  to  an  end. 

On  the  3rd  of  October  Mr.  Brougham  entered  on  the  Queen's  defence. 
His  speech  on  that  day  and  the  following  may  be  cited  amongst  the  greatest 
examples  of  forensic  eloquence.  "  At  half-past  twelve  to-day,"  writes  lord  Dud* 
ley,  **  Brougham  concluded  a  most  able  speech  with  a  magnificently  eloquent 
peroration.  The  display  of  his  power  and  fertility  of  mind  in  this  business 
has  been  amazing ;  and  these  extraordinary  efforts  seem  to  cost  him  nothing. 
He  dined  at  Holland  House  yesterday,  and  staid  till  eleven  at  night,  talking 
*  de  omni  scibili* — French  cookery,  Italian  poetry,  and  so  on."*  Mr.  Eosh, 
the  American  minister,  notices  as  illustrative  of  the  English  bar,  and 
individually  of  Mr.  Brougham,  that  during  the  adjournment  of  the  Queen's 
trial,  her  Attorney- Greneral  attended  the  assises  at  Yorkshire,  and  engaged 
in  a  cause  in  behalf  of  a  poor  old  woman,  upon  whose  pig-cote  a  trespass  had 
been  committed,  for  which  trespass  the  old  woman  obtained  a  verdict  of  forty 
shillings  damages,  f  From  the  4th  to  the  24th  of  October,  the  examination 
of  witnesses  on  behalf  of  the  Queen  was  continued.      Mr.  Denman  then 

•  Lord  Dudley's  "Letters,"  p.  267. 
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Bummed  up  the  evidence  in  an  address,  which  lasted  two  days.  His  denun- 
ciations were  so  unmeasured,  that  some  noble  lords  complained  of  the  extra* 
ordinarj  licence  used  by  the  Queen's  counsel.  Mr.  Bush  has  remarked  of 
this  time,  when  the  most  daring  words  were  written  and  spoken  withimpunity, 
not  only  that  every  day  produced  its  fiery  libels  against  the  King  and  his 
adherents,  but  that  Mr.  Denman,  addressing  himself  to  the  assembled  Peerage 
of  the  realm,  denounced  in  thundering  tones  one  of  the  brothers  of  the 
King.  Perhaps  more  remarkable  was  the  boldness  of  the  same  counsel, 
which  compared  the  proceedings  against  the  Queen  to  circumstances  in  the 
history  of  Imperial  Borne  described  by  Tacitus — how  Octavia,  the  wife  of 
Nero,  in  consequence  of  an  unjust  aversion  which  existed  in  the  mind  of  her 
husband,  was  dismissed,  and  a  mistress  tak^i  in  her  place ;  how  she  was 
hanished  by  means  of  a  conspiracy,  in  which  slaves  were  produced  as  evidence 
against  her,  although  the  greater  part  of  her  servants  protested  her  innocence ; 
how  Nero  persevered,  although  she  was  hailed  as  in  triumph  by  a  generous 
people — and  how,  on  a  second  conspiracy,  she  was  convicted,  condemned,  and 
banished  to  an  island  in  the  Mediterranean,  Not  so  bold,  but  equally  cutting, 
was  the  application  by  Mr.  Brougham  of  a  passage  from  Milton.  Having 
asked  John  Allen  Powell,  the  solicitor  employed  on  the  Milan  Commission, — 
who  is  your  client  or  employer  in  this  case  P  and  being  debarred  from  putting 
this  question,  the  Queen's  Attorney- General  exclaimed,  "  Up  to  this 
moment  I  have  never  been  able  to  trace  the  local  habitation  or  the  name  of 
the  unknown  being  who  is  the  plaintiff  in  this  proceeding.  I  know  not  but 
it  may  vanish  into  thin  air.    I  know  not  under  what  shape  it  exists — 

'  If  shape  it  might  be  called  that  shape  had  none, 
Distinguishable  in  member,  jbint,  or  limb, — 
Or  substance  might  be  caird  that  shadow  seemM, 
For  each  seem'd  either — what  seem'd  his  head 
The  likeness  of  a  kingly  crown  had  on.*  * 

It  is  not  our  intention  to  furnish  even  the  very  briefest  abstract  of  the 
evidence  that  was  brought  forward  to  sustain,  or  to  rebut,  the  charge  against 
the  Qaeen  uponVhich  the  Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties  was  founded, — ^namely, 
that  her  royal  highness  conducted  herself  towards  Bartolomeo  Bergami,  a  . 
foreigner  engaged  in  her  service  in  a  menial  situation,  both  in  public  and 
private,  *'  with  indecent  and  offensive  familiarity  and  freedom,  and  carried  on 
with  him  a  licentious,  disgraceful,  and  adulterous  intercourse."  The  impres- 
sion of  the  character  of  the  Queen,  produced  upon  all  impartial  persons  by  the 
publication  of  the  evidence,  was  pretty  much  the  same  as  that  expressed  by 
Sydney  Smith  after  the  proceedings  had  closed : — **  The  style  of  manners  she 
has  adopted  does  not  exactly  tally  with  that  of  holy  women  in  the  days  that 
are  gone,  but  let  us  be  charitable  and  hope  for  the  best."  f    The  evidence 

*  The  orator  dovetailed  with  great  skill  inconseoutiTe  lines  of  the  famons  passage  in  '*  Para- 
dise Lotl"    The  allusion  might  have  been  too  strong  for  his  audience  if  he  had  given  the  entire 

*'  Or  substance  might  be  calFd  that  shadow  seemM, 
For  each  seem'd  either ;  black  it  stood  as  Nighty 
Fierce  as  ten  Furies,  terrible  as  HeU, 
And  shook  a  dreadful  dart ;  what  seem'd  his  head 
The  likeness  of  a  kingly  crown  had  on.'* 
t  "  Memoir,"  toL  u.  p.  206.  ^  , 
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and  the  arguments  of  counsel  having  been  concluded,  the  peers,  on  the  2nd 
of  November,  came  to  the  question  of  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  of  Pains 
and  Penalties.  The  question  was  debated  for  five  nights  ;  when  the  motion 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  was  carried  bj  123  against  95.  The 
majority  was  smaller  than  the  Government  had  expected.  It  was  thought 
by  many  that  this,  was  "  too  small  a  majority  for  such  a  Bill  to  be  sent  into 
such  a  place  as  the  House  of  Commons."  *  But  the  majority  was  still  more 
reduced  when  the  Divorce  clause  came  under  consideration.  Some  peers 
were  willing  to  pass  the  Bill  if  this  clause  were  removed.  In  the  course  of 
the  proceedings  lord  Harrowby  had  intimated  that  the  Divorce  clause  might 
be  withdrawn.  Mr.  Canning,  watching  the  progress  of  these  proceedings 
from  Paris,  at  the  beginning  of  October,  had  written  to  lord  Liverpool,  that 
though  he  thought  the  omission  of  the  Divorce  clause  was  likely  enough  to 
facilitate  the  passing  of  the  Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords,  that  omission  would 
furnish  an  argument  against  it  in  the  House  of  Commons.  The  Bill  would 
become  "  a  pure  penal  enactment  for  immorality ;  and  when,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  time,  did  such  an  enactment  take  place  ?  And  where,  if  it  take 
place  now,  is  this  new  species  of  legislation  to  end  ?  "  f  The  Opposition  saw 
clearly  that  the  way  to  defeat  the  Bill  was  to  press  for  retaining  the  Divorce 
clause ;  and  that  it  should  be  retained  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  129  to 
62.  On  the  lOth  of  November,  on  the  motion  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time,  the  majority  was  only  nine — 108  to  99.  After  the  division,  Lord  Dacre 
was  about  to  present  a  petition  from  the  Queen,  praying  to  be  heard  by 
counsel  against  the  passing  of  the  Bill.  Lord  Liverpool  rose  and  said  that 
such  a  course  would  not  now  be  necessary : — "  Had  the  third  reading  been 
carried  by  as  considerable  a  number  of  peers  as  the  second  had  been,  he  and 
his  noble  colleagues  would  have  felt  it  their  duty  to  persevere  in  the  Bill, 
and  to  send  it  down  to  the  other  branch  of  the  legislature.  In  the  present 
state  of  the  country,  however,  and  with  the  division  of  sentiment  so  nearly 
balanced,  just  evinced  by  their  lordships,  they  had  come  to  the  determination 
not  to  proceed  further  with  it.  It  was  his  intention,  accordingly,  to  move 
'  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  Bill  be  adjourned  to  this  day  six 
months.' " 

There  was  a  general  joy  throughout  the  country  at  the  termination  of 
these  proceedings.  Those  who  looked  carefully  into  the  matter  did  not 
think  with  the  excited  multitude  that  the  result  was  an  acquittal  of  the 
Queen ;  but  all  rejoiced  that  the  time  was  come  when  the  heads  of  decent 
families  would  not  be  obliged  to  hide  the  newspaper  from  the  eyes  of  their 
daughters,  and  when  the  legislature  would  have  some  better  work  before  it 
than  the  discussion  of  a  measure  whose  only  fruits  had  been — ''  a  Government 
brought  into  contempt  and  detestation;  a  kingdom  thrown  into  such 
ferment  and  convulsion,  as  no  other  kingdom  or  Q-overnment  ever  recovered 
from  without  a  revolution."  J  There  was  one  advantage  to  the  Government 
and  to  the  country,  which  Mr.  Canning  could  not  so  well  see  as  those  who  at 
home  were  watching  the  course  of  public  opinion.  What  the  Ministers  at 
the  end  of  18 19  were  dreading  as  symptoms  of  revolution,  were  put  an  end 


•  "Diary  of  Lord  Colchester,*'  vol.  iii.  p.  179- Letter  of  Mr,  Bootle  Wilbraham. 
t  StapletOD,  "George  Canniug  and  his  Times,"  p.  298.  t  Ibid^,  299. 
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to  at  the  end  of  1820  by  the  very  "  ferment  and  convulsion*'  about  the  Queen. 
Mr.  Wilbraham  writes  from  Latham  Houae  to  lord  ColcheBter,  during  the 
extzemest  violence  of  the  popular  feeling,  "  Badicalism  has  taken  the  shape  of 
affection  for  the  Queen,  and  has  deserted  its  old  form ;  for  we  are  all  as  quiet 
as  lambs  in  this  part  of  England,  and  you  would  not  imagine  that  this  could 
have  been  a  disturbed  country  twelve  months  ago."  * 

On  the  28rd  of  November  Parliament  was  prorogued.  On  the  29th  the 
Queen  went  in  procession  to  St.  Paul's,  to  return  thanks  for  her  deliverance 
from  a  great  peril  and  affliction.  In  the  next  session  of  Parliament  there 
were  violent  discussions  on  her  Majesty's  affairs,  particularly  on  her  continued 
exclusion  from  the  Liturgy.  An  annuity  of  fifty  thousand  pounds  was  pro- 
vided for  her  by  Act  of  Parliament.  Her  popularity  gradually  declined,  and 
in  April,  1821,  it  was  written — **  The  Queen  ia  gone  by  as  atopic  of  inflamma- 
tion ;  and  her  taking  quietly  the  fiffy  thousand  pounds  a  year,  after  her  protest 
and  declaration  that  she  would  not  till  her  right  was  acknowledged,  was  a 
amp  de  grace  to  her.  It  is  said  that  an  attempt  is  making  by  lady  Jenej^ 
who  patronises  her,  to  procure  a  drawing-room  at  Brandenburgh  House,  but 
it  will  undoubtedly  fail.  She  is  now  hardly  named  in  society  or  in  the 
newspapers.*'  f  Cobbett,  who  had  addressed  the  most  violent  letters  to  the 
Queen,  stimulating  her  to  resist  every  attempt  at  compromise,  says  tliat  after 
the  abandonment  of  the  Bill,  when  the  Whig  faction  flocked  about  her,  the 
people,  who  hated  this  faction  more  *than  the  other,  troubled  her  with  no 
more  addresses.  ^*  The  faction  agitated  questions  about  her  in  Parliament, 
concerning  which  the  people  cared  not  a  straw :  what  she  was  doing  soon 
became  as  indifferent  to  them  as  what  any  other  person  of  the  royal 
flunily  was  doing.  The  people  began  again  to  occupy  themselves  with  the 
business  of  obtaining  a  parliamentary  reform ;  and  her  way  of  life,  and  her 
final  fate,  soon  became  objects  of  curiosity  much  more  than  of  interest  with 
the  people."  J 

It  18  scarcely  necessary,  after  the  lapse  of  more  than  forty  years,  to  enter 
upon  any  detail  of  the  discussions  upon  questions  connected  with  the  Queen, 
sgitated  in  Parliament  after  the  great  investigation  was  concluded — questions 
about  which  the  arch-demagogue  declared  *'  the  people  cared  not  a  straw.'* 
These  discussions  occupied  many  hundred  columns  of  Hansard's  Debates 
during  the  Second  Session  of  the  Seventh  Imperial  Parliament.  On  the  11th 
of  July,  the  last  day  of  the  session,  and  only  eight  days  before  the  time 
appointed  for  the  King's  coronation,  Mr.  Hume  moved  that  an  Address  be 
presented  to  his  Majesty,  praying  that  he  would  issue  his  proclamation  for 
the  coronation  of  the  Queen,  **  thereby  consulting  the  true  dignity  of  the 
crown,  the  tranquiUity  of  the  metropolis,  and  the  general  expectations  of  the 
people."  At  the  moment  when  Mr.  Hume  was  proposing  his  resolution  the 
usher  of  the  black  rod  summoned  the  Commons  to  attend  in  the  House  of 
Peers,  where  Commissioners  were  assembled  to  prorogue  the  Parliament. 
The  motion  necessarily  fell  to  the  ground.  The  Coronation  took  place  on 
the  19th  of  July.    The  Queen  was  destined  to  a  more  bitter  humiliation  than 

•  **  Diary  of  Lord  Oolcliegter,"  yol.  iii.  p.  164. 

t  Ihid.f  YoL  iii.  p.  218— Wilbraham  to  Lord  Coleherter. 

:  Cobbett'a  "  History  of  George  IV.,"  §  454.  ^  ^ 
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anj  that  she  had  preyionslj  endured.  The  Privy  Council,  on  the  10th  of 
Jidj,  had  decided  against  a  claim  of  her  right  to  be  crowned  at  the  same 
time  as  the  King.  The  next  day  she  wrote  to  lord  Sidmouth  to  declare  her 
intention  to  be  present  at  the  ceremony.  In  this  injudicious  and  undignified 
determination  her  Majesty  persisted.  Between  six  and  seven  o^dock  in  the 
morning  she  presented  herself  at  every  entrance  to  the  Abbey,  and  at  each 
was  denied  admission.  The  same  refusal  attended  her  demand  to  enter 
Westminster  Hall.  A  few  of  the  populace  huzzaed,  and  a  few  hissed,  but 
the  prevailing  sentiment  was  indifference.  At  the  beginning  of  August  the 
Queen  was  attacked  with  internal  inflammation,  and  she  died  on  the  night  of 
the  7th.  The  Xing  had  sailed  for  Dublin  on  the  Ist,  and  he  received  at 
Holyhead  the  intelligence  of  this  sudden  termination  of  a  domestic  trouble 
which  had  long  been  a  source  of  public  anxiety.  Before  this  close  of  the 
unhappy  lady's  life,  the  people  had  very  generally  begun  to  feel  that  in  their 
compassion  for  the  desolate  and  oppressed,  they  had  somewhat  overstepped 
the  safe  line  of  a  constitutional  respect  for  the  chief  magistrate.  There  was 
a  riot  at  the  funeral  procession  of  the  Queen's  remains  from  Brandenburgh 
House.  They  were  to  be  conveyed  to  Harwich,  and  there  put  on  board  a 
government  sloop,  which  was  to  sail  to  Stade  for  the  purpose  of  conveying 
them  for  interment  at  Brunswick.  The  mourning  cavalcade  was  to  avoid  the 
crowded  streets ;  but  a  mob  had  determined  to  force  it  through  the  city. 
The  Life  Guards  having  been  rudely  assaulted  at  Cumberland  Gtate,  leading 
out  of  Hyde  Park  to  Tyburn,  a  serious  conflict  ensued,  when  two  of  the 
assailants  of  the  soldiers  were  shot.  The  procession  went  through  the  city 
with  the  lord  mayor  at  its  head.  From  this  time  there  was  an  end  of  all 
excitement  about  the  Queen. 

There  was  one  result,  however,  which  was  of  more  political  importance 
than,  the  continued  struggles  of  a  few  demagogues  for  notoriety.  Mr. 
Canning,  on  the  12th  of  December,  1820,  resigned  his  office  of  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Control,  on  the  ground  that  the  discussions  respecting  the 
Queen  in  the  session  of  1821  would  be  so  intermixed  with  the  general  busi- 
ness that  a  minister  could  not  absent  himself  without  appearing  to  abandon 
the  parliamentary  duties  of  his  station,  nor  could  he  be  present  taking  no 
part  in  such  discussions  without  producing  embarrassment  to  himself  and 
perplexity  to  his  colleagues.  The  King  accepted  his  resignation,  but  with  a 
smothered  displeasure  at  the  course  Mr.  Canning  and  his  immediate  friends 
had  taken.  IJpon  the  death  of  the  Queen  lord  Liverpool  strongly  pressed 
the  readmission  of  Mr.  Canning  to  the  Cabinet,  and  the  King  as  stoutly 
resisted  it.  His  Majesty  was  not  unsupported  by  some  of  his  officiid 
advisers,  who  disliked  the  presence  amongst  them  of  the  most  eloquent  of  the 
advocates  of  Catholic  Emancipation,  and  who,  upon  this  and  most  other 
questions,  dreaded 'Hhe  flexible  innovator"  more  than  they  admired  'Hhe 
eloquent  conservative."  • 

•  Guizot,  "Memoirs  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,"  p.  23. 
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Death  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte — Parliamentaxy  strictnres  on  the  measnres  adopted  for  his  secure 
deteotion — Gircolar  of  ^e  Congress  at  Laybach — Parliament— Irish  outrages — Agricnl- 
tnral  Distress — New  Com  tAvr — ^The  King's  visit  to  Scotland — Death  of  Lord  Londonderry 
-<-His  foreign  Administration — Mr.  Canning  Secretary  for  Foreign  A&iis — His  instrac- 
tions  to  the  duke  of  Wellington  in  Ms  mission  to  Verona — French  invasion  of  Spain — 
Mr.  Canning's  remonstrances  —  The  Spanish  American  separated  States — Consuls 
appointed — Opposition  to  Mr.  Canning^s  decree  to  recognise  their  independence— Their 
recognition  liy  the  concinsion  of  oommerrial  treaties~-Ciroamstance8  which  give  to  a 
neutral  power  the  right  of  recognizing  States  which  have  effectually  asserted  their  inde- 
.  pendence — Discussions  with  the  minister  of  the  United  States  of  North  America — Spanish 
aggression  upon  Portugal — Promptitude  in  sending  troops  for  her  defence — ^Important 
changes  in  our  Commercial  Policy — Mr.  Huskisson  and  his  defamers — The  transfer  of 
England  to  "the  camp  of  Progress  and  Liberty  " — The  Present  and  the  Past. 

Ok  the  5tli  of  May,  1821,  died  Napoleon  Bonaparte.    Six  years  had  passed 

since,  in  the  great  festival  of  the  Champ  de  Mai,  he  had  announced  that  the 

people  who  had  called  him  to  the  throne  must  prepare  for  war.    The  issue  to 

himself  was  his  imprisonment  in  this  lonely  island  of  the  Atlantic,  long 

suffering  under  a  chronic  disease,  and  suffering  more  from  his  total  want  of 

power  to  endure  his  fate  with  equanimity.     A  hurricane  swept  over  the  island 

as  Napoleon  was  dying,  shaking  houses  to  their  foundation,  and  tearing  up 

the  largest  trees.    We  cannot  avoid  thinking  of  the  similar  phenomenon  that 

attended  the  death  of  Cromwell.     The  faithful  followers  who  were  around 

his  bed  might  have  felt  the  sentiment,  if  they  did  not  know  the  lines,  of 

Waller:— 

'*  We  mnst  resign  !    Heaven  his  great  sonl  does  claim 
In  storms,  as  lond  as  his  immortal  fame  : 
His  dying  groan,  his  last  breath,  shakes  our  isle. 
And  trees  uncut  fall  for  his  funeral  pile."  * 

But  the  last  thoughts  of  the  dying  men  were  essentially  different.  To 
Napoleon  the  war  of  the  elements  seemed  as  if  '^  the  noise  of  battle  hurtled 
in  the  air,"  and  he  died  muttering  the  words,  Tete  cCArm^,  Cromwell,  also 
a  great  soldier,  passed  away  with  thoughts  of  peace  in  his  mind,  praying  that 
God  would  give  His  people  "  consistency  of  judgment,  one  heart,  and  mutual 
loTe."  The  death  of  him  who  had  so  long  filled  the  world  with  the  terror  of 
bis  name,  produced  no  great  sensation  in  England  or  in  Europe.  There  had 
been  strong  differences  of  opinion  expressed  in  parliament  as  to  the  character 
of  the  measures  which  had  been  adopted  to  render  his  detention  secure.    It 

*   V  Ode  on  the  Death  of  the  Lord  Protector.**  ^  j 
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was  urged  that  an  unnecessary  degree  of  restraint  was  imposed  upon  the 
captive,  and  that  the  goyernor  of  the  island  was  a  harsh  and  injudicious  jailor, 
who  performed  what  he  thought  his  duty  in  the  most  Ycxatious  spirit.    The 
answer  may  be  found  in  a  parliamentary  speech  of  lord  Bathurst ;  *'  Let 
them  suppose  that,  instead  of  sitting  to  discuss  whether  a  little  more  or  a 
little  less  restriction  should  be  imposed,  they  had  thus  to  examine  sir  Hudson 
Lowe  at  their  bar :    *  How  and  when  did  he  escape  ? '     '  Li  the  early  part  of 
the  evening,  and  from  his  garden.*     '  Had  his  garden  no  sentinels  ?  '     'The 
sentinels  were  removed.'     *  Why  were  they  removed  ? '     *  General  Bonaparte 
desired  it — they  were  hateful  to  his  feelings ;  they  were  then  removed,  and 
thus  was  he  enabled  to  escape.* "    Prudent  and  necessary  as  these  restrictionB 
might  have  been ;  querulous  and  insulting  as  Napoleon  undoubtedly  was  in 
all  his  intercourse  with  the  British  officer  who  was  responsible  for  his  safe 
guardianship;  it  must  still  be  lamented  that  a  man  was  placed  over  our 
fallen  enemy  who,  wincing  under  the  pettiness  of  the  captive's  exaggerated 
complaints,  appears  to  have  forgotten  how  great  a  part  he  had  played  in  the 
world.    It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  sir  Hudson  Lowe  felt  ^himself  to  be  an 
instrument  of  retributive  justice,  or  was  possessed  with  an  overwhelming 
feeling  of  the  hatefulness  of  that  selfish  ambition  which  had  desolated 
Europe.    It  was  for  an  American  statesman,  who  believed  that  the  great 
duty  of  his  country  was  to  continue  in  "  peace  and  fraternity  with  mankind," 
to  give  his  testimony  against  the  character  of  Napoleon  as  set  forth  by  Barry 
O'Meara.     Mr.  Jefferson  thought  that  this  account  placed  him  in  a  higher 
scale  of  understanding  than  he  had  allotted  him.     He  had  thought  him  the 
greatest  of  all  military  captains,   but  an  indifferent  statesman.     His  con- 
versations with    O'Meara  proved  a  mind  of  great  expansion;    but  the 
book  also  proved  that  Nature  had  denied  him  the  moral  sense.     *'  If  he 
could  seriously  and  repeatedly  affirm,  that  he  had  raised  himself  to  power 
without  ever  having  committed  a  crime,  it  proves  that  he  wanted  totally 
the  sense  of  right  and  wrong.    If  he  could  consider  the  million  of  human 
lives  which  he  had  destroyed  or  caused  to  be  destroyed ;  the  desolations  of 
countries  by  plunderings,  burnings,  and  famine ;  the  destitutions  of  lawful 
rulers  of  the  world  without  the  consent  of  their  constituents,  to  place  his 
brothers  and  sisters  on  their  thrones ;  the  cutting  up  of  established  societies 
of  men,  and  jumbling  them  discordantly  together  at  his  caprice ;  the  demo- 
lition of  the  fairest  hopes  of  mankind  for  the  recovery  of  their  rights  and 
amelioration  of  their  condition;  and  all  the  numberless  train  of  his  other 
enormities ;  the  man,  I  say,  who  could  consider  aU  these  as  no  crimes,  must 
have  been  a  moral  monster,  against  whom  every  hand  should  have  been  lifted 
to  slay  him,"  • 

On  the  death  of  Napoleon  there  was  a  larger  question  presenting  itself  to 
the  minds  of  thoughtful  men  than  that  which  arose  out  of  the  contests 
between  the  captive  of  St.  Helena  and  the  keeper  who  was  set  over  him. 
The  condition  of  the  world  suggested  very  grave  doubts  whether  the  nations 
had  acquired  any  guarantees  for  their  freedom  or  for  their  repose  by  the  over- 
throw of  the  one  great  oppressor.  At  the  exact  period  of  Napoleon's  death 
the  sovereigns  of  Austria,  Eussia,  and  Prussia,  had  assembled  at  Laybach, 

♦  Tucker's  «*  Life  of  JeflFenwn,"  toI.  ii.  pp.  500-1. 
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and  they  addressed  a  circular  despatch  to  their  ministers  at  foreign  courts, 
in  which  they  proclaimed  the  doctrine  that  "  useful  or  necessary  changes  in 
l^slation,  and  in  the  administration  of  states,  ought  only  to  emanate  from 
the  free  will  and  the  intelligent  and  well-weighed  conviction  of  those  whom 
God  has  rendered  responsible  for  power.  Penetrated  with  this  eternal  truth, 
the  sovereigns  have  not  hesitated  to  proclaim  it  with  frankness  and  vigour. 
They  have  declared  that,  in  respecting  the  rights  and  independence  of  all 
legitimate  power,  they  regarded  as  legally  null,  and  as  disavowed  by  the 
principles  which  constituted  the  public  right  of  Europe,  all  pretended  reform 
operated  by  revolt  and  open  hostility,"  The  sovereigns  assembled  in 
Congresa  did  not  condescend  to  explain  by  what  other  modes  those  who  con- 
tended for  constitutional  government  against  a  despotic  rule  could  establish 
their  desire  for  reform.  They  could  not  proclaim  their  demands,  however 
moderate  or  just,  through  the  authoritative  voice  of  a  legislative  assembly  or 
the  discussions  of  a  free  press.  The  denial  of  these  safeguards  of  liberty  had 
driven  them  into  revolt  and  hostility  to  "  legitimate  power."  This  declaration 
of  Laybach  was  not  a  mere  threat  of  the  mode  in  which  these  absolute 
sovereigns  would  act  under  any  possible  contingency  of  revolt  and  open 
hostility  of  peoples  against  rulers.  The  two  great  monarchs  of  Germany  had 
denied  to  their  own  subjects  the  representative  government  which  they  had 
promised.  They  were  now  engaged,  with  the  support  of  the  autocrat  of  Russia, 
in  putting  down  by  military  force  the  insurrections  in  Naples  and  Piedmont 
which  had  given  these  portions  of  Italy  constitutions  in  which  the  popular 
Toice  might  have  expression.  Spain  had  again  obtained  her  Cortes,  and  had 
shaken  off  for  awhile  the  tyranny  of  Ferdinand  the  Seventh.  The  old 
irresponsible  principles  of  legitimacy  were  to  be  re-established  in  Italy,  in 
Spain,  probably  in  all  Europe,  as  in  the  times  before  that  great  convulsion  of 
Prance,  which,  full  of  instruction,  had  taught  no  wisdom  to  the  three  monarchs 
who  now  assumed  to  be  the  armed  police  of  the  world.  If  Bonaparte  had 
deposed  lawful  rulers  without  the  consent  of  their  constituents,  the  Holy 
Alliance  was  prepared  to  maintain  tyrannical  rulers  who  were  hated  by  their 
subjects.  If  Bonaparte  demolished  the  fairest  hopes  of  mankind  for  the 
recovery  of  their  rights  and  amelioration  of  their  condition,  the  Holy  Alliance 
bad  succeeded  to  his  unrighteous  office.  If  he  had  destroyed  millions  of 
lives,  and  had  desolated  countries  for  his  ambition,  the  Holy  Alliance  was 
ready  to  perpetrate  the  same  crimes  with  an  equal  deficiency  of  the  moral 
sense,  and  with  an  odious  hypocrisy  which  he  did  not  care  to  assume.  The 
foreign  relations  of  England  will,  for  a  few  years,  be  determined  by  the  pre- 
ponderance of  despotic  or  liberal  tendencies  in  her  government.  Upon  a 
right  choice  of  men  to  guide  her  destinies  in  this  crisis  of  the  world's  affairs 
will  depend  her  future  position  among  the  nations. 

The  man  was  not  in  the  Cabinet  of  1821  who  was  to  shape  the  foreign 
policy  of  England  by  other  principles  than  those  which  many  construed 
as  subservience  to  the  decrees  of  absolutism.  Nor  was  he  there  when  the 
'*  Gazette "  of  the  12th  of  January,  1822,  announced  that  the  Marquess 
of  Buckingham  was  created  a  Duke.  This  was  the  official  notification  that 
the  Grenvilles  had  joined  the  ministry.  Lord  Grenville  had  retired  from 
public  life  to  spend  the  evening  of  his  days  in  planting  the  pines  of  Australia 
around  his  wastes  at  Dropmore.    His  party  was  represented  in  the  Cabinet 
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bj  Mr.  Charles  Williams  Wyim,  who  filled  the  office  which  Mr.  Ganning  had 
resigned  at  the  end  of  1820.  A  more  important  accession  to  the  ministry 
was  the  substitution  of  Mr.  Peel  for  lord  Sidmouth,  as  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department.  By  the  coalition  with  the  G^renvilles  there  was  an 
accession  of  official  support  to  Catholic  Emancipation.  But  this  was  neutral* 
ized  by  the  appointment  of  Mr*  Feel,  whose  opinions  on  that  question  were 
deemed  incapable  of  change.  Some  hope  for  Ireland  was  deriyed  from  the 
nomination  of  the  marquess  Wellesley  as  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  the  place  of 
earl  Talbot. 

The  Session  of  Parliament  was  opened  by  the  King  in  person  on  the  5th 
of  February.     His  Majesty  continued  to  receive  from  foreign  powers  the 
strongest  assurances  of  their  friendly  disposition  towards  this  country.     la 
his  visit  to  Ireland  be  derived  the  sincerest  grafcification  from  the  loyalty  and 
attachment  manifested  by  all  classes  of  his  subjects.    He  believed  that  hi» 
presence  in  Ireland  had  been  productive  of  very  beneficial  effect,  although  it 
was  a  matter  of  the  deepest  concern  to  his  Majesty  that  a  spirit  of  outrage 
had  led  to  daring  and  systematic  violations  of  the  law.    The  commerce  and 
manufactures  of  the  kingdom  were  flourishing ;  the  agricultural  interest  was 
deeply  depressed.    It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  us  to  record  the  wearisome 
debates  in  which  the  real  remedies  for  Irish  Outrage  and  Agricultural  Distress 
were  kept  out  of  view.    A  renewal  of  the  Insurrection  Act,  and  a  suspension 
of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  were  determined  on,  for  tranquillizing  Ireland.    The 
relief  of  Agriculture  was  to  be  effected  by  a  loan  to  parishes  for  the  mitigatioik 
of  local  distress,  and  by  the  repeal  of  the  Malt-Tax.    The  pressure  of  taxation 
and  the  change  in  the  currency,  were  the  imputed  causes  of  the  adversity  of  the 
cultivators  and  the  uncertain  resources  of  the  landowners.    Some  began  to 
think  that  the  protective  laws  had  some  effect  which  was  not  beneficial  to  the 
industry  of  the  farmer.    Lord  Liverpool  expressed  his  belief  that  no  material 
or  immediate  relief  could  be  effected  by  an  alteration  of  the  Corn-laws.    He 
admitted  that  the  existing  system  was  a  failure,  inasmuch  as  it  gave  a  complete 
monopoly  to  the  British  grower  until  wheat  reached  eighty  shillings  a  quarter, 
and  after  that  point  had  been  attained  suddenly  permitted  the  importation  of 
foreign  com  without  any  restraint  whatever.    In  1816, 1817,  and  1818,  there 
had  been  three  deficient  harvests,  and  prices  having  risen  above  the  rate  by 
which  the  opening  of  the  ports  was  decided,  immense  supplies  of  foreign  com 
were  thrown  upon  the  market.    Prom  1819  to  1822  the  native  growers  had 
the  monopoly  of  the  home  market,  and  during  these  years  the  agriculturists- 
endured  the  severest  seasons  of  distress  which  had  been  experienced  by  that 
body  in  modem  times ;  and  the  engagements  which  they  had  been  induced  ta 
make,  under  the  fallacious  hopes  of  the  Corn-laws  of  1815,  swept  them  from 
the  land  by  thousands.*    A  new  Act  was  passed  in  1822  to  permit  importa- 
tion, upon  a  high  duty  when  wheat  had  reached  seventy  shillings  a  quarter^ 
and  at  lower  duties  when  it  was  above  that  price  and  under  eighty-five  shil- 
lings.   This  Act  was  inoperative,  as  prices  never  reached  the  assigned  limit. 
The  time  was  far  distant  for  going  to  the  root  of  the  great  evil  to  the  pro- 
ducers of  fiuctuating  prices,  and  of  the  greater  eril  to  consumers  of  alterna- 
tions of  abundance  and  starvation. 

The  great  measure  of  Catholic  Belief,  which  was  carried  in  the  House  of 
*  See  an  able  article  on  <*  The  Wheat  Trade,'*  in  '*  Companion  to  the  Almanac'*  for  1889. 
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Commons  in  1821,  but  was  rejected  by  the  Lords,  was  on  the  30th  of  April 
in  the  present  session  proposed  by  Mr.  Canning  in  a  modified  form.  He 
introduced  a  Bill  to  relieve  Boman  Catholic  Peers  from  the  disabilities  im- 
posed upon  them  with  regard  to  the  right  of  sitting  and  voting  in  the  House 
of  Peers.  The  motion  was  carried  in  the  House  of  Commons,  but  was  rejected 
in  the  Lords.  It  was  at  this  time  understood  that  Mr.  Canning  was  to  leave 
the  great  scene  of  his  oratorical  triumphs,  and  to  accept  the  post  of  Governor- 
Gkneral  of  India.  ''Canning,  Q-ovemor-Gheneral ! "  wrote  Mr.  Ward  from 
Florence.  "  It  is  impossible  to  say  that  this  is  the  most  natural  or  desirable 
termination  to  the  career  of  the  most  distinguished  speaker  in  the  English 
parliament ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  appointment  is  a  fortunate  one 
for  the  country  he  is  sent  to  govern.  In  his  case,  I  think  I  should  have 
judged  differently,  and  preferred  the  House  of  Commons."*  To  be  in  the 
House  of  Commons  without  ofBce  would  have  been  a  sore  trial  for  the  man 
who  naturally  looked  forward  to  be  the  prime  minister  of  England,  when  royal 
prejudices  and  party  rivalries  should  have  ceased  to  impede  his  progress.  He 
had  made  up  his  mind  that  his  future  exertions  should  be  devoted  to  India. 
He  had  been  five  years  at  the  Board  of  Control,  and  he  knew  how  much  might 
be  effected,  by  a  wise  policy  of  peace,  to  make  the  British  rule  one  of  justiee 
and  benevolence.     His  future  was  otherwise  ordained. 

On  the  lOfch  of  August  the  King  had  embarked  at  Greenwich,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  visiting  Scotland.  On  the  18th  he  lauded  at  Leith.  The  reception 
which  his  Scottish  subjects  gave  to  the  first  sovereign  of  the  House  of  Bruns- 
wick, who  had  come  amongst  them  to  banish  the  last  lingering  remembrance  of 
the  House  of  Stuart,  was  most  cordial  and  sincere.  It  was  said  of  Gkorge  the 
Fourth,  when  he  visited  Ireland  in  the  previous  year,  that  **  he  seems  to  have 
behaved  not  like  a  sovereign  coming  in  pomp  and  state  to  visit  a  part  of  his 
dominions,  but  ]ike  a  popular  candidate  come  down  upon  an  electioneering 
trip.f  In  Edinburgh,  the  King,  holding  his  levies  in  Holyrood  House,  dressed 
in  the  Highland  costume,  was  dignified  as  well  as  gracious.  At  a  banquet 
giTen  by  the  Lord  Provost,  he  proposed  the  health  of  his  host  as  "  Sir  William 
Anderson,  baronet," — a  dignity  thus  extemporaneously  conferred, — and  he 
afterwards  gave  as  a  toast,  ''  Health  to  its  chieftains !  and  Ood  bless  the  land 
of  cakes.*'  When  he  quitted  Scotland  he  left  behind  him  a  reputation  which 
made  the  well-wishers  of  the  monarchy,  throughout  the  kingdom,  regret  that 
he  generally  adopted  a  system  of  seclusion  which  allowed  few  opportunities 
for  appreciating  his  popular  qualities.  It  must  have  required  some  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  King  to  maintain  the  hilarity  which  he  exhibited  in  Edin- 
burgh. On  the  evening  of  the  16th  he  received,  while  on  board  the  royal 
yacht  in  Leith  Beads,  the  news  that  lord  Londonderry  had  died  by  hb  own 
hand.  This  fatal  termination  of  a  temporary  insanity  took  place  on  the  12th. 
The  King,  on  hearing  this  intelligence,  immediately  wrote  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor : — **  On  Friday  was  the  last  time  I  saw  him :  my  own  mind  was  then 
filled  with  apprehensions  respecting  him,  and  they  have,  alas !  been  but  too 
painfully  verified.  My  great  object,  my  good  friend,  in  writing  to  you  to- 
night, is  to  tell  you  that  I  have  written  to  Liverpool,  and  I  do  implore  of  you 
not  to  lend  yourself  to  any  arrangement  whatever  until  my  return  to  town."  J 

*  Lord  Dadl^B  Letters,  p.  S12.  t  IMcL,  p.  296. 

X  TwiBB'B  ««  Life  of  Lord  Bldon,"  vol.  ii.  p.  464. 
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A  tardy  justice  has  in  some  respects  been  done  to  the  memory  of  lord 
Londonderry.    A  few  miscreants  hissed  when  his  coffin  was  taken  out  of  the 
hearse  at  the  door  of  Westminster  Abbey ;  Byron,  in  the  same  indecent 
spirit,  spoke  of  him  as  "  Carotid-artery  cutting  Castlereagh  ;  "  the  calumny 
for  a  long  time  passed  imcontradicted  that  he  had  put  down  the  rebellion  in 
Ireland  by  cruel  and  indiscriminate  punishment ;  his  abilities  were  under- 
Talued,  and  his  power  in  debate  spoken  of  with  scorn.     Nevertheless,  a  con- 
viction is  now  pretty  generally  felt  that  he  had  many  of  the  qualities  which 
constitute  a  statesman,  —  courage,   decision,  plain    sense,    gentleness  and 
suavity  of  manners  in  public  as  in  private.     It  has  been  said,  '^  Lord  Castle- 
reagh's  foreign  administration  was  as  destitute  of  all  merit  as  possible ;  no 
enlarged  views  guided  his  conduct,  no  liberal  principles  claimed  his  regard."  * 
This  assertion  must  be  taken  with  some  qualification.    The  American  minister, 
who  was  in  intercourse  with  him  for  four  years,  asserted  that,  from  the  end 
of  the  Eevolutionary  war,  there  was  no  British  statesman  who  made  more 
advances,  or  did  more  in  fact,  towards  placing  the  relations  of  England  and 
the  United  States  upon  an  amicable  footing.f  With  reference  to  the  particular 
period  of  which  we  have  been  treating,  it  has  been  said  by  the  noble  author 
already  quoted,  that  '^  on  the  eve  of  the  Parliament  meeting  (19th  of  January, 
1821),  lord  Castlereagh  delivered  a  note  to  the  Holy  Allies,  expressing  in 
feeble  and  measured  terms  a  very  meagre  dissent  from  the  principles  of  inter- 
ference."   There  are,  no  doubt,  many  courteous  expressions  in  the  Circular  of 
lord  Castlereagh,  which  might  warrant  a  belief  that  his  dissent  from  the 
measures  of  the  Holy  Alliance  was  feeble— a  belief  entertained  by  some  that 
it  was  even  simulated.    The  Secretary  of  State  declares  that  the  King  has  felt 
himself  obliged  to  decline  becoming  a  party  to  the  measures  proposed  by  the 
Allies,  either  as  to  the  establishment  of  certain  general  principles,  or  as  to 
the  mode  of  dealing,  under  these  principles,  with  the  existing  affairs  of 
Naples : — "  No  government  can  be  more  prepared  than  the  British  govern- 
ment is,  to  uphold  the  right  of  any  state  or  states  to  interfere  where 
their  own  immediate  security  or  essential    interests   are  seriously  endan- 
gered by  the  internal  transactions  of  another  state.    But,  as  they  regard 
the  assumption   of  such  right  as  only  to  be  justified    by  the    strongest 
necessity,  and  to    be   limited  and  regulated  thereby,  they  cannot  admit 
that  this  right  can  receive  a  general  and  indiscriminate  application  to  aU 
revolutionary  movements  without   reference  to  their   immediate    bearing 
upon  some  particular  state  or  states,  or  be  made  prospectively  the  basis 
of  an  alliance."     No  doubt  the  time  was  approaching  when  England  must 
speak  a  plainer  language  to  the  Allied  Sovereigns  against  their  own  inter- 
pretation   of    "  the    strongest    necessity  to    interfere   with    the   internal 
transactions  of  other  states."     Lord  Londonderry  was  about  to  depurt  for  a 
Congress  at  Verona,  when,  in  an  access  of  insanity,  he  thus  miserably  died. 
Whether  he  would  have  spoken  the  stronger  language  when  the  principle 
of  interference  was  about  to  be  extended  from  the  affairs  of  Italy  to  the 
affairs  of  Spain,  may  remain  in  doubt.     Another  took  his  place  at  the 
Foreign  Office,  whose  language,  though  equally  coui'teous,  was  not  to  be 
mistaken. 

*  Lord  Brougliam,  <'  Statesmen  of  the  Time  of  Geoige  III.,"  vol.  iL  p.  126,  8to  ed. 
f  Rash,  Second  SerieB,  toI  .  ii.  p.  2. 
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Mr.  Canning  was  on  bis  way  to  Liverpool  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
leare  of  his  constituents  before  he  sailed  for  India.  Every  one  believed 
that  he  would  not  now  go  to  India.  The  desire  of  some  of  his  former 
colleagues  to  get  rid  of  him  was  very  generally  known ;  many  were  equally 
convinced  that  the  government  could  not  go  on  without  him.  His  own 
mind  was  naturally  in  a  position  of  doubt  and  anxiety.  He  writes  to  a 
friend  on  the  26th  of  August,  "  I  have  now  nothing  to  tell,  and  I  have  no 
pleasure  in  speculating  on  what  may  happen.  I  wish  I  were  well  on  board 
the  Jupiter."  *  He  was  kept  in  doubt  till  the  11th  of  September,  when  the 
Foreign  Office  was  offered  to  him  by  lord  Liverpool.  To  the  last  day,  he  said 
he  hoped  that  the  proposal  made  to  him  might  be  one  which  he  could  refuse 
— *'  that  which  has  been  made  was  the  only  one  that  I  could  not  refuse."  He 
would  ^' place  public  duty  against  private  liking  and  convenience."  M. 
Ouizot  says  that^lord  Liverpool  had  endeavoured  in  vain  to  induce  the  King 
to  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Canning.  " '  I  will  undertake  it,'  said 
the  duke  of  Wellington,  who  was  accustomed  to  treat  George  IV.  with  a 
rough  and  unyielding  respect,  to  which  the  intimidated  monarch  always 
ended  by  giving  way.  He  yielded  on  this  occasion."  f  Mr.  Canning  entered 
the  Poreign  Office  with  a  clear  view  of  his  path  of  duty.  After  a  few  weeks 
of  official  experience  he  writes, — "  For  fame,  it  is  a  squeezed  orange ;  but  for 
public  good  there  is  something  to  do,  and  I  will  try — but  it  must  be  cau- 
tiously— to  do  it.  You  know  my  politics  well  enough  to  know  what  I  mean, 
when  I  say  that  for  Europe^  I  should  be  desirous  now  and  then  to  read 
EngJandrX 

The  successor  chosen  to  represent  G-reat  Britain  at  the  Congress  was  the 
doke  of  Wellington.  His  Grace  set  out  on  his  mission  on*  the  17th  of  Sep- 
tember. On  the  21st  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Secretary  Canning  that  he  had  had  a 
long  discussion  with  M.  de  YillMe  on  the  relations  of  the  French  govern- 
ment with  Spain.  The  French  minister  said  that  if  the  Congress  were  to 
separate  and  come  to  no  decision  on  the  affairs  of  Spain,  it  was  probable  that 
France  and  Spain  might  be  forced  into  a  war,  and  he  proposed  that  the  Allies 
should  make  a  declaration  of  the  line  they  would  each  take.  The  duke 
applied  to  Mr.  Canning  to  receive  his  Majesty's  instructions  in  case  this 
proposition  was  made  at  the  Congress.  The  answer  of  Mr.  Canning  was  in 
terms  that  could  not  be  misinterpreted.  "  If  there  be  a  determined  project 
to  interfere  by  force  or  by  menace  in  the  present  struggle  in  Spain,  so  con- 
vinced are  his  Majesty's  government  of  the  uselessness  and  danger  of  any  such 
interference,  so  objectionable  does  it  appear  to  them  in  principle,  as  well  as 
utterly  impracticable  in  execution,  that  when  the  necessity  arises,  or  (I  would 
rather  say)  when  the  opportunity  offers,  I  am  to  instruct  your  Grace  at  once 
firankly  and  peremptorily  to  declare,  that  to  any  such  interference,  come  what 
may,  his  Majesty  will  not  be  a  party."  The  French  government  had  assem- 
bled an  army  on  the  frontiers  of  Spain,  under  the  pretence  of  establishing  a 
cordon  sanitaire  to  keep  out  a  fever  that  was  raging  at  Barcelona.  The  real 
object  of  this  army  was  acknowledged  at  the  Congress.  It  was  to  enable 
Ferdinand  the  Seventh  to  put  down  the  constitution  under  which  his  subjects 

*  "  George  Canning  and  his  Times,**  p.  862. 

+  Goisot,  "  Memoirs  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,"  p.  28. 

J  "  George  Canning  and  his  Times,*'  p.  864.  ^^  ^^^T^ 
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were  more  content  to  lire  than  under  his  absolute  rule.  The  declaration  of 
the  duke  of  Wellington  under  his  instructions  from  the  Foreign  Office,  pre- 
vented any  open  support  of  this  project  being  given  by  the  other  great  powers. 
The  king  of  France,  in  opening  the  Chambers  at  the  end  of  January,  1823,  left 
no  doubt  of  the  intentions  of  the  French  government.  Louis  XYIII.  announced 
that  he  had  recalled  his  minister  at  Madrid,  and  that  a  hundred  thousand 
Frenchmen,  commanded  by  a  prince  of  his  family,  were  ready  to  march  to 
preserve  the  throne  of  Spain  to  a  descendant  of  Henry  the  Fourth.  He 
declared  that  hostilities  should  cease  at  the  moment  *'  that  Ferdinand  the 
Seventh  should  be  free  to  give  his  people  the  institutions  which  they  could 
not  hold  except  from  him."  *  Mr.  Canning  wrote  to  our  ambassador  at  the 
French  court  that  this  paragraph  ^'is  construed  as  implying,  that  the 
free  institutions  of  the  Spanish  people  can  only  be  legitimately  held  from  the 
spontaneous  gift  of  the  sovereign,  first  restored  to  his  absolute  power,  and 
tlien  divesting  himself  of  such  portion  of  that  power  as  he  may  think  proper 
to  part  with.     The  Spanish  nation  could  not  be  expected  to  subscribe  to  this 

principle ;  nor  could  any  British  statesman  uphold  or  defend  it 

It  is  indeed  a  principle  that  strikes  at  the  root  of  the  British  Constitution."  f 

The  French  invaded  Spain.     England  had  taken  her  stand  upon  a  principle, 

but  that  attitude  did  not  involve  the  necessity  of  going  to  war.     Mr.  Canning 

declared  in  parliament  that  the  king's  government  would  abide  by  a  system 

of  neutrality,  except  under  certain  conditions.     If  Portugal  were  to  be 

attacked,  such  an  assault  would  bring  G-reat  Britain  into  the  field  with  all 

her  force  to  support  the  independence  of  her  ancient  and  faithful  ally. 

Spain,  though  claiming  her  colonies  as  a  right,  had  in  fact  lost  all  power 

over  them,  and  the  British  government  would  not  tolerate  for  an  instant  any 

cession  which  Spain  might  make  of  colonies  over  which  she  did  not  exercise 

a  direct  and  positive  influence.    Mr.  Canning's  declaration  of  neutrality 

brought  upon  him  the  remonstrances  and  reproaches  of  a  few  members  of  the 

Opposition.    He  triumphantly  vindicated  his  conduct.    The  proposed  censure 

of  what  some  deemed  the  feeble  tone  assumed  by  the  government  terminated 

in  an  almost  unanimous  vote  of  approbation  of  what  had  been  done.    The 

Opposition  could  not  consistently  maintain  that  the  policy  of  Mr.  Canning 

was  in  any  essential  point  a  departure  from  the  principles  that  had  been 

most  eloquently  asserted  by  Mr.  Brougham  at  the  opening  of  the  Session : 

**  He  would  look  forward,  in  order  to  avoid  all  subject  of  vituperation ; 

reserving  his  blame  for  the  foreigners  whose  tyrannical  conduct  obHged  this 

nation  to  hate  them,  and  his  co-operation  for  whatever  faithful  servant  of  the 

Crown  would,  in  the  performance  of  his  duty  to  the  country,  to  freedom,  and 

to  the  world,  speak  a  language  that  was  truly  British, — ^pursue  a  policy  that 

was  truly  free — and  look  to  free  States  as  our  best  and  most  natural  allies 

against  all  enemies  whatsoever ;  quarrelling  with  none,  whatever  might  be 

the  form  of  their  governments ;  keeping  peace  wherever  we  could,  but  not 

leaving  ourselves  unprepared  for  war, — ^not  afraid  of  the  issue,  but  calmly 

resolved  to  brave  it  at  all  hazards;  determined  to  maintain,  amid  every 

sacrifice,  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Crown,  the  independence  of  the 

*  <<  Annnaire  Historiqne  UiuTerael  poor  1828.** 

t  The  papers  concernixig  the  negotiations  relatiTe  to  Spain  are  given  in  "  Hansard,**  voL  viiL 
ools.  904-964.  ^  , 
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•€oimtr J,  the  ancient  law  of  nations,  the  supremacy  of  all  separate  S  tates, — ^all 
those  principles  which  are  cherished  as  most  precious  and  most  sacred  by  the 
whole  civilized  world."  •  At  this  crisis,  howerer,  the  desires  of  the  English 
people  were  probably  best  represented  in  a  letter  of  a  great  humourist  to  the 
-countess  Grey : — ''  For  Ood's  sake  do  not  drag  me  into  another  war !  I  am 
worn  down,  and  worn  out,  with  crusading  and  defending  Europe,  and  pro- 
tecting mankind ;  I  must  think  a  little  of  myself.  I  am  sorry  for  the 
Spaniards ;  I  am  sorry  for  the  G-reeks ;  I  deplore  the  fate  of  the  Jews ; 
the  people  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  are  groaning  under  the  most  detestable 
tyranny ;  Bagdad  is  oppressed ;  I  do  not  like  the  present  state  of  the  Delta  ; 
Thibet  is  not  comfortable.  Am  I  to  fight  for  all  these  people  P  The  world 
is  bursting  with  sin  and  sorrow.  Am  I  to  be  the  champion  of  the  Decalogue, 
and  to  be  eternally  raising  fleets  and  armies  to  make  all  men  good  and  happy  ? 
We  have  just  done  saving  Europe,  and  I  am  afraid  the  consequence  will  be, 
that  we  shall  cut  each  other's  throats.  No  war,  dear  lady  Grey ! — ^no  elo- 
quence; but  apathy,  selfishness,  common  sense,  arithmetic!  I  beseech  you, 
secure  lord  Grey's  sword  and  pistols,  as  the  housekeeper  did  Don  Quixote's 
4urmour.    If  theye  is  another  war,  life  will  not  be  worth  having."  t 

The  spectacle  of  the  South  American  colonies  was  calculated  to  awaken 
the  sympathies  of  every  English  statesman  of  large  and  liberal  views.  But 
there  were  difficult  questions  involved  in  this  struggle,  which  rendered  it 
imperatively  necessary  for  the  minister  directing  the  foreign  affairs  of  England 
to  proceed  with  the  utmost  caution.  Mr.  Canning  had  made,  on  the  30th  of 
April,  1828,  a  declaration  in  the  House  of  Commons  which  went  through 
Europe,  that  whatever  might  grow  out  of  a  separate  conflict  between  Spain 
and  France,  the  immediate  object  of  England  was  to  hinder  the  impress  of  a 
joint  character  from  being  affixed  to  the  war, — to  take  care  that  the  war  should 
not  grow  out  of  an  assumed  jurisdiction  of  the  Congress.  Mr«  Canning's 
determination  had  the  effect  of  preventing  the  great  powers  of  the  Continent 
engaging  in  the  attack  upon  the  Constitutionalists  of  Spain.  The  French 
armies  marched  to  Madrid,  which  they  occupied  on  the  24th  of  May.  They 
OTerran  Spain,  they  accomplished  the  release  of  Ferdinand  who  had  been 
•detained  at  Cadiz ;  the  Cortes  were  overturned.  Spain  entered  upon  that  long 
night  of  tyranny  and  superstition  which  left  her  among  the  feeblest  and  most 
degraded  of  nations.  Such  was  the  position  of  affairs  at  the  close  of  1823, 
At  the  opening  of  the  session  of  Parliament  on  the  3rd  of  February,  1824, 
the  Boyid  Speech  alluded  to  the  strict  neutrality  which  the  king  had  observed 
during  the  war  in  Spain.  With  respect  to  the  provinces  of  America  which 
had  declared  their  separation  from  Spain,  his  conduct  had  been  open  and 
consistent,  and  his  opinions  frankly  avowed  to  Spain  and  to  other  powers. 
"  His  Majesty  has  appointed  Consuls  to  reside  at  the  principal  ports  and  places 
of  those  provinces,  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  his  subjects.  As  to 
any  further  measures,  his  Majesty  has  reserved  to  himself  an  unfettered 
•^discretion,  to  be  exercised  as  the  circumstances  of  those  countries,  and  the 
interests  of  his  own  people,  may  appear  to  his  Majesty  to  require."  On  the 
4th  of  March  Mr.  Canning  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House  of  Commons  a 
memorandum  of  a  conference  between  himself  and  the  Prince  de  Polignac.  Mr 

*  Hansard,  toI  tuI  col.  94,  and  Broogham's  **  Speeches,"  p.  299,  ed.  1857. 

t  Sidney  Smith's  *<  Memoirs  and  Letters,"  vol.  ii.,  pp.  235—236.  ^  j 
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Canning  said,  at  this  interview  in  October,  1823,  that  being  eonyinced  that 
the  aneient  system  of  the  Colonies  could  not  be  restored,  the  British  govern- 
ment could  not  enter  into  any  stipulations  binding  itself  either  to  refuse  or  to 
delay  its  recognition  of  their  independence;  that  the  British  government  had  no 
desire  to  precipitate  that  recognition  so  loDg  as  there  was  any  reasonable 
chance  of  an  accommodation  with  the  mother  country  by  which  such  a  recog- 
nition might  come  first  from  Spain ;  "  but  that  it  could  not  wait  indefinitely 
for  that  result ;  that  it  could  not  consent  to  make  its  recognition  of  the 
new  states  dependent  upon  that  of  Spain,  and  that  it  would  consider  any 
foreign  interference,  by  force  or  by  menace,  in  the  dispute  between  Spain 
and  the  colonies,  as  a  motive  for  recognizing  the  latter  without  delay." 
The  lapse  of  time  has  shown  that  Mr.  Canning  had  as  great  difficulty  in 
the  accomplishment  of  his  policy  in  opposition  to  the  influence  exercised  in  the 
highest  quarter  at  home,  as  in  the  hostility  of  those  powers  who  had 
constituted  themselves  a  union  for  the  government  of  the  nations.  At 
the  end  of  November,  1824,  lord  Sidmouth  withdrew  from  the  Cabinet, 
upon  the  ground  of  his  inability  to  reconcile  his  opinions  to  that  of  so  many 
of  his  colleagues,  who  advocated  the  immediate  recognition  by  his  Majesty 
of  the  independence  of  Buenos  Ayres.  Mr.  Charles  "Williams  Wynn 
wrote  to  the  duke  of  Buckingham  on  the  28th  of  January,  1825,  six  days 
before  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  "  There  have  been  steps  to  revive  the 
discussions  of  December  last,  proceeding  wholly  from ./br^n  influence,  which, 
to  my  mind,  manifest  a  decided  wish  to  break  up  the  government.''  On  the 
27th  of  January,  the  King  had  addressed  a  long  letter  to  lord  Liverpool, 
for  the  purpose  of  its  being  laid  before  the  Cabinet.  This  Boyal  manifesto  is 
the  language  of  one  who  appears,  like  the  Seven  Sleepers,  to  have  awakened 
from  a  long  slumber,  and  to  have  spoken  in  a  tongue  with  which  men  had  ceased 
to  be  familiar.  '*  The  Liberalism  of  late  adopted  by  the  King's  government 
appears  to  the  King  to  be  a  substantial  part  of  that  creed  which  was  hailed 
in  the  House  of  Commons  in  those  revolutionary  days  when  it  required  all 

the  talents  and  firmness  of  the  late  Mr.  Pitt  to  put  it  down Can 

the  present  government  suppose  that  the  King  will  permit  any  individuals  to 
force  upon  him  at  this  time  a  line  of  policy  of  which  he  so  entirely  dis- 
approves, and  which  is  in  direct  opposition  to  those  wise  principles  that  the 
King's  government  has,  for  so  many  years,  supported  and  uniformly  acted 
upon."  The  King  then  asks.  Why  was  the  Quadruple  Alliance  formed?  and 
he  answers,  For  the  maintenance  of  the  treaties  of  Europe,  and  also  for  the 
purpose  of  controlling  the  ambition  and  jealousies  of  the  great  allied  powers 
themselves  in  relation  to  each  other.  *'  The  Jacobins  of  the  world,  now 
calling  themselves  the  Liberals,  saw  the  peace  of  Europe  secured  by  this 
great  measure,  and  have  therefore  never  ceased  to  vilify  the  principle  of  the 
Quadruple  Alliance."  The  King  desired  therefore  distinctly  to  know  whether 
the  great  principles  of  policy  established  by  his  government  in  1814, 1815, 
and  1818,  were  or  were  not  to  be  abandoned.  Lord  Liverpool,  in  his  answer 
to  the  King,  stated  that  so  entire  an  agreement  subsisted  between  his 
Majesty's  servants,  as  to  request  his  permission  to  give  their  answer  generally 
and  collectively.  He  pointed  out  the  divergence  of  opinion  between 
his  Majesty  and  his  allies  as  to  the  nature  of  their  engagements  for 
maintaining  the  peace  of  Europe,  especially  in  1815,  in  1818,  and  in  1821. 
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''  Whaterer  difference  or  Bhades  of  difference  of  opinion  may  have  hitherto 
existed  amongst  your  Majesty^s  serranta  on  the  subject  of  Spanish  America, 
they  humbly  submit  now  to  your  Majesty  their  unanimous  opinion,  that  the 
measures  in  progress  respecting  Spanish  America  are  in  no  way  inconsistent 
with  any  engagement  between  your  Majesty  and  your  Allies ;  that  those 
measures  are  now  irrevocable ;  and  that  the  faith  and  honour  of  the  country 
are  pledged  to  all  their  necessary  consequences."  The  Bang  yielded  with  a 
tolerable  grace.  Disappointed  as  he  might  be  at  the  unanimous  determination 
of  the  Cabinet,  he  saw  it  was  impossible  now  to  accomplish  what  was  his  real 
object — ^the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Canning.  The  "foreign  influence"  was 
midoubtedly  what  weighed  upon  the  King.  Mr.  Canning,  writing  to  our 
Ambassador  at  Fkris,  Lord  Granville,  in  March,  after  using  strong  terms 
with  regard  to  Mettemich,  says,  "I  have  evidence* which  I  entirely  believe, 
of  his  having  been  for  the  last  twelvemonth,  at  least,  perhaps  longer,  at  the 
bottom  of  an  intrigue  with  the  Court  here ;  of  which  Madame  de  — — — 
ms  the  organ,  to  change  the  politics  of  this  government  by  changing 
me."  In  April  he  returned  to  the  same  charge  against  Metternich, 
and  said  that  he  should  like  him  to  understand  that  a  renewal  of  his 
intrigues  would  lead  to  some  such  public  manifestation  of  Mr.  Canning's 
knowledge  of  what  had  passed  as  might  let  the  House  of  Commons 
and  the  public  into  the  secret.  ''  I  wonder  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
private  communication  of  foreign  ministers  with  the  King  of  England 
ia  wholly  at  variance  with  the  spirit,  and  practice  too,  of  the  British 
Constitution."  *  The  recognition  of  the  South  American  Bepublics  was 
confirmed  by  the  declaration  in  the  King's  Speech  on  opening  the  Session 
of  Parliament  on  the  8rd  of  February,  1825.  The  firm  attitude  of  the 
Cabinet  had  produced  the  consent  of  the  Eang  that  the  following  passage 
should  represent  his  opinions : — *'  In  conformity  with  the  declarations  which 
have  been  repeatedly  made  by  his  Majesty,  his  Majesty  has  taken  measures 
for  confirming  by  treaties  the  commercial  relations  already  subsisting  between 
this  kingdom  and  those  countries  of  America  which  appear  to  have  esta« 
bliahed  their  separation  from  Spain."  In  the  debate  upon  the  Address  Mr. 
Canning  alluded  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Brougham  upon  the  subject  of  South 
America.  The  honourable  and  learned  gentlemen  admitted  that  much  had 
been  done  to  which  he  could  not  object,  but  he  suggested  that  things  might 
have  been  better,  especially  as  to  time.  '*  I  differ  from  him  essentially ;  for 
if  I  pique  myself  on  anything  in  this  affair  it  is  the  time.  That,  at  some 
time  or  other,  states  which  had  separated  themselves  from  the  mother 
country  should  or  should  not  be  admitted  to  the  rank  of  independent  nations, 
ia  a  proposition  to  which  no  possible  dissent  could  be  given.  The  whole 
question  was  one  of  time  and  mode.  There  were  two  modes :  one  a  reckless 
and  headlong  course,  by  which  we  might  have  reached  our  object  at  once, 
but  at  the  exp^ise  of  drawing  upon  us  consequences  not  lightly  to  be 
estimated ;  the  other  was  more  strictly  guarded  in  point  of  principle ;  so 
that,  wliile  we  pursued  our  own  interest,  we  took  care  to  give  no  just  cause 
of  offence  to  other  powers."    It  is  important  to  bear  in  mind  this  very  clear 

*  This  very  earionB  eorrespondenoe  is  giTCu  in  chap.  zzt.  of  Stapleton^a  **  George  Canning 
and  his  Times." 
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^statement  of  the  general  principle  that  the  precise  time  for  the  recognition 
of  States  throwing  off  their  allegiance  is  to  be  determined  bj  circumstances 
of  which  a  neutral  State  is  the  best  judge.  The  explanation  which  Mr. 
Canning  proceeded  to  give  of  the  circumstances  of  the  South  American 
Sepublics  at  the  time  of  the  recognition  by  G-reat  Britain  is  equally  impor- 
tant, as  showing  that  the  claim  for  recognition  depends  upon  the  power  of 
the  separating  State  to  maintain  and  defend  itself.  Mr.  Canning  briefly 
and  clearly  explained  the  actual  position  of  the  three  States  with  which  the 
British  government  had  to  deal,  namely,  Buenos  Ayres,  Columbia,*  and 
Mexico.  "  Long  ago  the  contest  between  Buenos  Ayres  and  the  mother 
country  had  ceased.  Buenos  Ayres  comprised  thirteen  or  fourteen  small 
and  separate  states,  which  were  not  till  very  lately  collected  into  any  federal 
union.  Would  it  not  have  been  an  absurdity  to  have  treated  with  a  power 
which  was  incapable  of  answering  for  the  conduct  of  the  communities  of 
which  it  was  composed  P  So  soon  as  it  was  known  that  a  consolidation  had 
taken  place  the  treaty  with  Buenos  Ayres  was  signed.  As  to  Columbia,  as 
late  as  1822,  the  last  of  the  Spanish  forces  were  sent  away  from  Porto 
Cabello,  which  was,  up  till  that  time,  held  for  the  King  of  Spain.  It  was 
only  since  that  time  that  Columbia  could  have  been  admitted  as  a  State  of 
separate  existence.  Some  time  after  that,  however,  Columbia  chose  to  risk 
her  whole  force,  and  a  great  part  of  her  treasure,  in  a  distant  war  with 
Spain  in  Peru.  Had  that  enterprise  proved  disastrous,  the  expedition 
would  have  returned  with  the  troops  to  re-establish  the  royal  authority. 
The  danger  was  now  at  end.  The  case  of  Mexico  was  still  more  striking. 
Not  nine  months  ago,  an  adventurer  who  had  wielded  the  sceptre  of  Mexico 
left  these  shores  to  return  thither  and  re*possess  his  abdicated  throne.  Was 
that  a  moment  at  which  this  country  ought  to  have  interfered  to  decide,  by 
recognition,  the  government  for  Mexico?  The  failure  of  the  attempt  of 
that  adventurer  afforded  the  opportunity  for  recognition ;  and  the  instant 
the  failure  was  known  the  decision  of  the  British  Cabinet  was  taken.''  t 

During  the  progress  of  the  deliberations  of  the  British  Cabinet  on  the 
subject  of  the  South  American  Bepublics,  Mr.  Bush,  the  Minister  of  the 
United  States,  was  addressed  by  Mr,  Canning,  with  a  view  that  the  two 
governments  should  come  to  an  understanding,  and  join  in  a  concurrent 
declaration  as  to  the  policy  to  be  pursued  by  them.  Mr.  Bush,  in  a 
despatch  to  President  Monro,  on  the  23rd  of  August,  1828,  says : — **  The 
tone  of  earnestness  in  Mr.  Canning's  note  naturally  starts  the  inference 
that  the  British  Cabinet  cannot  be  without  its  serious  apprehensions  that 
Ambitious  enterprises  are  meditated  against  the  independence  of  the  new 
Spanish-American  States,  whether  by  France  alone,  or  in  conjunction  with 
the  Continental  powers,  I  cannot  now  say  on  any  authentic  grounds."  t  It 
would  seem  that  the  President  having  made  a  communication  of  this 
despatch  to  his  celebrated  predecessor,  it  was  understood  by  Mr.  Jefferson 
as  a  proposition  by  Mr.  Canning,  that  Great  Britain  should  unite  with 

*  On  December  ITth,  1819,  in  a  general  Convention  of  Venesniela  and  Granada,  the  tvo 
States  were  nnited  under  the  name  of  the  Repablic  of  Colombia,  of  which  BoUvar  was  President 
In  1832  this  repablic  was  divided  into  three  states. 

t  Hansard,  vol.  xii.,  col.  78. 

t  Bash*8  '*  Residence  at  the  Court  of  London,"  Second  Series,  pp.  29— -30^ 
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America  in  an  armed  resistance  to  the  possible  attempt  of  the  Allied  Powers 
to  intrench  upon  the  independence  of  the  infant  republics.  Mr.  Jefferson 
considered  this  as  the  most  momentous  question  that  had  been  ever  offered 
to  his  contemplation  since  that  of  their  own  independence.  The  yenerable 
ex-president  appears  at  once  to  have  thrown  aside  the  prejudices  against 
Great  Britain  which  had  sometimes  marked  his  official  career.  '^  G-reat 
Britain  is  the  nation  that  can  do  us  the  most  harm  of  any  one,  or  all,  on 
earth;  and  with  her  on  our  side,  we  need  not  fear  the  old  world.  With 
her  then,  we  should  roost  seduouslj  cherish  a  cordial  friendship ;  and  nothing 
would  tend  more  to  knit  our  affections  ihan  to  be  fighting  once  more,  side  bj 
side,  in  the  same  cause.*'  * 

We  may  here  mention  that  during  the  residence  of  Mr.  Bush  at  the 
Court  of  Loudon,  he  entered  upon  several  most  important  discussions — ^in 
1818,  with  lord  Londonderry,  in  1824  with  Mr.  Canning, — ^upou  questions 
of  former  controversy,  and  of  possible  futare  differences  that  might  arise, 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.    The  most  pressing  question 
was  with  reference  to  the  American  daim  for  a  boundary,  which  would  have 
giren  the  United  States  Vancouver's  Island  and  the  Colambia  river.    The 
settlement  of  this  question  stood  over,  the  proposal  of  each  negotiator  for  a 
modified  settlement  being  rejected  by  the  other.     This  was  the  Oregon 
question,  which  was  not  finally  settled  till  1846,  when,  in  the  strong  desire 
for  peace,  much  more  was  conceded  than  Mr.  Canning  consented  to  admit 
as  the  right  of  the  United  States.    The  maritime  questions  upon  which 
the  two  countries  had  gone  to  war  in  1812,  which  included  the  relations 
of  neutral  and  belligerent  powersi  were  declined  by  the  American  pleni- 
potentiary to  be  gone  into  without  the  question  of  impressment  being  con- 
sidered, which  matter  the  British  plenipotentiaries  reiused  to  admit  into  the 
(liflCQBsion.     Mr.  Bush  maintained  the  same  principles  which  he  had  main- 
tained in  1818:  '' Great  Britain  claims  the  right  of  searching  the  vessels 
of  other  countries  on  the  high  seas  for  her  seamen,  and  here  begins  the  cause 
of  complaint.    Tor,  how  can  the  daim  ever  be  enforced  consistently  with 
what  u  due  to  other  nations  ?    Let  the  steps  by  which  the  enforcement  pro- 
ceeds, be  attended  to.    A  British  frigate  in  time  of  war  meets  an  American 
merchant  vessel  at  sea,  boards  her,  and  under  terror  of  her  guns,  takes  out 
one  of  the  crew.    The  boarding  lieutenant  asserts,  and  let  it  be  admitted, 
behoves,  the  man  to  be  a  Briton.    By  this  proceeding,  the  rules  observed 
in  deciding  upon  any  other  fact  where  individual  or  national  rights  are  at 
stake  are  overlooked.     The  lieutenant  is  accuser  and  judge.    He  decides 
upon  his  own  view,  instantly.    The    impressed  man   is  forced  into  the 
frigate's  boat,  and  the  case  ends.  .  There  is  no  appeal,  no  trial  of  any  kind."  f 
Thus  strongly  did  the  minister  of  the  United  States  remonstrate  in  1818, 
against  the  difficulty  and  danger  of  entrusting  such  an  authority  to  the 
discretion  and  humanity  of  an  irresponsible  naval  officer.    In  1824,  Mr.  Bush 
put  the  argument  with  equal  force,  that  '*  the  assumption  of  a  right  of  search 
^or  men^X  whether  as  a  right  direct  or  incidental,  was  denied  by  the  United 
States  to  have  the  least  sanction  in  public  law.     The  bare  claim  was 

•  See  Tncker^s  "  Life  of  JeflFereon,"  toI.  ii.  p,  515. 

f  Knah^B  **  Bemdence  at  the  Goart  of  London,*'  First  Series,  pp.  200^1. 
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affronting  to  the  United  States  in  the  dearest  attributes  of  their  national 
sovereignty."  The  right  of  search  was  not  denied  br  the  American  Pleni- 
potentiary, but  he  maintained  that  *'  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  allegiance" 
was  but  as  '^  a  municipal  rule,  to  be  executed  at  home — not  upon  the  high 
seas,  and  on  board  the  vessels  of  a  sovereign  and  independent  state."* 

In  the  remarkable  letter  of  the  King  to  his  Cabinet  which  we  have  just 
quoted,  his  Majesty  imputed  to  "  the  late  policy  of  Oreat  Britain  "  a  **  rest- 
less desire  of  self-interest."    This  was  an  allusion  to  the  almost  universal 
demand  of  the  mercantile  community  for  the  establishment  of  commercial 
relations  with  the  new  States  of  South  America  by  treaties  of  amity  and 
commerce.     In  point  of  fact,  the  ultimate  form  of  recognition  consisted  in  the 
negotiation  and  adoption  of  such  treaties.     The  policy  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment was  no  doubt  in  some  degree  determined  by  the  general  wish  of  the 
mercantile  community  ;  but  Mr.  Canning  invariably  put  the .  recognition  of 
the  South  American  States  upon  higher  ground  :  "  If  France  occupied  Spain, 
was  it  necessary,  in  order  to  avoid  the  consequences  of  that  occupation,  that 
we  should  blockade  Cadiz  ?    No.     I  looked  another  way :  I  sought  materials 
of  compensation  in  another  hemisphere.     Contemplating  Spain,  such  as  our 
ancestors  had  known  her,  I  resolved  that  if  France  had  Spain,  it  should  not 
be  Spain  *  with  the  Indies.'     I  called  the  New  World  into  existence  to  redress 
the  balance  of  the  Old."  f    The  paramount  object  of  separating  the  policy  of 
England  from  any  subservience  to  the  absolutism  of  the  Continent  was  accom- 
plished.   It  was  accomplished  without  war.     But  when,  a  year  later,  the 
adoption  by  Portugal  of  a  constitutional  government  was  an  offence  to  the 
Spanish  despot,  and  he  sent  an  army  int«  Portugal  to  make  the  one  rule  of 
irresponsible  power  prevail  throughout  the  Peninsula,  Mr.  Canning  took  the 
attitude  of  a  great  War  Minister,  and  by  that  attitude  prevented  a  war.   On 
the  11th  of  December,  1826,  a  message  was  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
stating  that  his  Majesty  had  received  an  earnest  application  from  the  Princess 
Eegent  of  Portugal,  claiming,  in  virtue  of  the  ancient  obligations  of  alliance 
and  amity  subsisting  between  G-reat  Britain  and  Portugal,  his  Majesty's  aid 
against  a  hostile  aggression  from  Spain.    On  the  next  day,  Tuesday,  Decem- 
ber 12th,  Mr.  Canning  moved  an  Address,  in  answer  to  the  Boyal  Message, 
in  a  speech  which  was  declared  to  have  been  *^  an  epoch  in  a  man's  life  to 
have  heard  him."     In  his  most  eloquent  periods  there  was  nothing  more 
truly  eloquent  than  his  brief  statement  of  the  manner  in  which  the  govern- 
ment had  received  the  news  of  the  Spanish  aggression.    The  first  intimation 
of  the  event  was  a  demand  on  the  drd  from  the  Portuguese  ambassador  for 
assistance.    The  government  desired  to  obtain  oflELcial  and  precise  intelligence 
of  facts  on  which  to  found  an  application  to  Parliament.    '^  It  was  only  on 
last  Friday  night  that  this  precise  information  arrived.     On  Saturday  his 
Majesty's  confidential  servants  came  to  a  decision.    On  Sunday  that  decision 
received  the  sanction  of  his  Majesty.     On  Monday  it  was  communicated  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament ;  and  this  day,  Sir,  at  the  hour  in  which  I  have 
the  honour  of  addressing  you,  the  troops  are  on  their  march  for  embarka- 
tion." :^    Mr.  Canning  concluded  his  magnificent  speech  with  these  words : — 

*  Bii8h*8  **  Residence  at  the  Court  of  London,**  Second  Series,  p.  241. 
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'*  We  go  to  plant  the  standard  of  England  on  the  well-known  heights  of 
Liabon.  Where  that  standard  is  planted  foreign  dominion  shall  not  come." 
The  British  troops  were  in  the  Tagus  in  less  than  a  fortnight  after  these 
words  were  spoken.  Not  a  shot  was  fired.  The  Spanish  troops  retired  from 
the  Portuguese  frontier.  The  British  armament  returned  home.  It  had 
accomplished  what  Mr.  Canning  proposed  to  accomplish :  "  Let  us  fly  to 
the  aid  of  Portugal,  by  whomsoever  attacked,  because  it  is  our  duty  to  do  so ; 
and  let  us  cease  our  interference  where  that  duty  ends."  * 

In  carrying  forward  this  rapid  view  of  the  foreign  administration  of  the 
country  during  the  four  years  since  the  accession  of  Mr.  Canning  to  office,  wo 
have  necessarily  passed  over  some  points  of  political  importance  to  which  we 
must  advert  in  a  future  chapter.  But  as  the  foreign  relations  of  the  country 
received  a  marked  change  during  this  period,  an  equal  change  was  wrought 
upon  its  commercial  policy  during  the  same  period — ^a  change  that  may 
therefore  properly  be  regarded  as  forming  part  of  the  same  system  of  taking 
a  broader  and  more  comprehensive  view  of  human  affairs  than  was  agreeable 
to  those  who  thought  that  <'  all  advances  towards  improvement  are  retro- 
gradations  towards  Jacobinism." 

In  January,  1823,  Mr.  Huskisson  became  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
He  was  held  to  be  a  political  adventurer,  and  it  was  not  till  1825  that  his 
great  talents  and  vast  financial  and  commercial  knowledge  gave  him  a  seat 
in  the  Cabinet.  Liverpool,  in  1823,  had  not  hesitated  to  accept  in  Mr. 
Huskisson,  as  its  representative,  a  second  political  adventurer.  In  1816 
Mr.  Canning  had  told  his  constituents  that  he  pleaded  guilty  to  the 
heavy  charge  that  had  been  made  against  him  that  he  was  an  adventurer. 
''A  representative  of  the  people,  I  am  one  of  the  people,  and  I  present  myself 
to  those  who  choose  me,  only  with  the  claims  of  character,  be  they  what  they 
may,  unaccredited  by  patrician  patronage."  The  talent  and  knowledge  of 
Mr.  Huskisson  soon  rendered  him  the  highest  official  authority  in  his  own 
walk,  in  spite  of  lord  Eldon's  dislike  of  this  colleague  and  his  principles, 
'^  looking  to  the  whole  history  of  this  gentleman."  f  In  the  Session  of  1823 
Mr.  Huskisson  developed  a  broader  system  of  commercial  policy  than  any 
previous  government  had  dared  to  propose,  in  opposition  to  the  prejudices  of 
generations — to  the  belief  that  the  prosperity  of  the  commerce  and  manufac- 
tures of  Great  Britain  rested  upon  the  exclusive  employment  of  her  own 
shipping,  upon  prohibitory  duties,  upon  restrictive  duties  almost  amounting 
to  prohibition,  and  upon  the  Balance  of  Trade.  Mr.  Wallace  and  Mr. 
Bobinson  had  taken  some  steps  towards  commercial  freedom,  but  Mr.  Hus- 
kissoD,  by  rapid  strides,  advanced  towards  the  completion  of  a  healthier 
system  than  had  as  yet  prevailed  in  the  world.  In  1823  he  carried  through 
Parliament  a  measure  known  as  the  Beciprocity  of  Duties  Bill,  the  object  of 
which  was  that  Duties  and  Drawbacks  should  be  imposed  and  allowed  on  all 
goods  equally,  whether  imported  or  exported  in  British  or  in  foreign  vessels ; 
but  reserving  the  power  of  continuing  the  existing  restrictions  with  respect 
to  those  countries  which  should  decline  to  act  upon  a  system  of  reciprocity. 
The  Bill  was  passed  on  the  4th  of  July.     On  that  occasion  Mr.  Stuart 


*  Hansard,  toI.  xyi.  ool.  869. 
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Wortlej  m^de  a  remark  which  we  msj  now  regard  somewhat  as  a  prophecy : 
— "  So  many  impolitic  restrictions  called  protections  being  removed  from  the 
trade  and  shipping,  it  would  be  impossible  to  retain,  for  any  considerable 
time,  the  protection  given  to  agricultural  produce."* 

The  measure  of  1823,  which  struck  a  heavy  blow  at  the  old  navigation 
laws,  provoked  little  opposition  compared  with  the  clamour  against  the  pro- 
position of  Mr.  Huskisson,  on  the  5th  of  March,  1824,  that  the  prohibitions 
on  the  importation  of  silk  manufactures  should  cease  on  the  5th  of  July, 
1826 ;  that  the  duties  on  raw  silk  should  be  largely  reduced ;  and  those 
on  thrown  silk  reduced  one  half.  We  all  now  know  the  value  of  the  great 
argument  which  Mr.  Huskisson  employed: — "The  system  of  prohibitory 
duties,  which  has  been  maintained  with  respect  to  the  silk  trade,  has  had  the 
effect— to  the  shame  of  England  be  it  spoken — of  leaving  us  far  behind  our 
neighbours  in  this  branch  of  industry.  We  have  witnessed  that  chilling  and 
benumbing  effect  which  is  always  sure  to  be  felt  when  no  genius  is  called 
into  action,  and  when  we  are  rendered  indifferent  to  exertion  by  the  indolent 
security  of  a  prohibitory  system.  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  if 
the  same  system  had  been  continued  with  respect  to  the  cotton  manufacture^ 
it  would  at  this  moment  be  as  subordinate  in  amount  to  the  woollen  as  it  is 
junior  in  its  introduction  into  this  country."  f 

It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  pursue  this  subject  beyond  the  point  of 
showing  the  beginnings  of  that  great  system  of  ITree  Trade,  which  has  raised 
this  country  to  a  height  of  prosperity  which  could  scarcely  have  been  con« 
templated  by  the  most  enthusiastic  advocates  of  a  liberal  commercial  policy 
in  the  time  of  Mr.  Huskisson.  In  his  own  day  he  had  to  endure  an  amount 
of  opprobrium  somewhat  in  excess  of  that  which  usually  attaches  to  all 
reformers.  About  six  months  before  his  measures  with  regard  to  the  import 
of  foreign  silks  were  to  come  into  operation,  Mr.  Baring,  on  presenting  a 
petition  from  Taunton  against  the  introduction  of  Erench  silks,  expressed 
a  hope  that  the  subject  would  undergo  discussion  at  an  early  period,  seeing 
that  hundreds  and  thousands  of  individuals  anticipated  ruin  and  starvation 
from  the  late  regulations.  The  discussion  was  brought  on  upon  a  motion 
for  a  Select  Committee  made  by  Mr.  Ellice,  the  member  for  Coventry.  In 
seconding  the  motion,  Mr.  John  Williams  declared  that  if  the  authors  of  this 
measure  were  prepared  to  make  the  sacrifice  of  the  existence  of  half  a  million 
of  persons  in  support  of  an  abstract  theory,  the  strength  of  their  resolution 
would  only  prove  the  quality  of  their  hearts.  "  A  perfect  metaphysician,  as 
Mr.  Burke  had  observed,  exceeded  the  devil  in  point  of  malignity  and  con- 
tempt for  the  welfare  of  mankind."  Mr.  Huskisson  most  triumphantly 
vindicated  his  motives,  and  asserted  his  confidence  that  the  power  and 
resources  of  the  country  had  been  increased  by  those  measures  of  commercial 
policy  which  it  had  fallen  to  his  lot  to  submit  to  Parliament.  Mr.  Canning, 
on  this  occasion,  came  to  the  defence  of  his  friend,  in  affirming  that  the 
doctrine  and  spirit  which  animated  those  who  now  persecuted  him  was  the 
same  which  had  embittered  the  life  of  Turgot,  and  consigned  G-alileo  to  the 
dungeons  of  the  Inquisition — a  doctrine  and  a  spirit  which  had  at  all  times 
been  at  work  to  stay  public  advancement,  and  to  roll  back  the  tide  of  civi- 

*  Hansard,  toI.  ix.  ool.  14S9. 
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lization.  Very  noble  aad  impressiye  was  one  passage  of  Mr.  Canning's 
speech : — "  Sir,  I  consider  it  to  be  the  duty  of  a  British  statesman,  in  internal 
as  well  as  external  affairs,  to  hold  a  middle  course  between  extremes; 
aroiding  alike  extravagances  of  despotism,  or  the  licentiousDess  of  unbridled 
freedom ;  reconciling  power  with  liberty :  not  adopting  hasty  or  ill-advised 
experiments,  or  pursuing  any  airy  and  unsubstantial  theories;  but  not 
rejecting,  nevertheless,  the  application  of  sound  and  wholesome  knowledge 
to  practical  affairs,  and  pressing,  with  sobriety  and  caution,  into  the  service 
of  his  country  any  generous  and  liberal  principles,  whose  excess,  indeed,  may 
be  dangerous,  but  whose  foundation  is  in  truth.  This,  sir,  in  my  inind,  is 
the  true  conduct  of  a  British  statesman ;  but  they  who  resist  indiscriminately 
all  improvement  as  innovation  may  find  themselves  compelled  at  last  to 
submit  to  innovations  although  they  are  not  improvements."  * 

A  distinguished  statesman  and  writer  of  France  has  thus  described  the 
most  important  effect  of  Mr.  Canning's  foreign  policy:  "By  his  speeches^ 
bj  his  measures,  in  recognizing  the  republics  of  Spanish  America,  and  in 
protesting  boldly,  though  merely  by  word,  against  the  entrance  of  the 
French  into  Spain,  he  soon  effected  a  change  (sooner  perhaps  than  he  would 
bave  been  inclined  to  do  if  he  had  not  found  it  necessary),  in  the  foreign 
policy  of  England,  and  transferred  her  from  the  camp  of  resistance  and  of 
European  order  into  the  camp  of  progress  and  liberty ."f  This  was  the  all- 
BofElcing  benefit  which  Mr.  Canning  conferred  upon  his  country.  Once  fidrly 
severed  from  the  principles  and  acts  of  the  great  Continental  powers,  and  em- 
barked upon  her  own  course  of  *' progress  and  liberty,"  the  ultimate  hopes  of 
sanguine  politicians  might  still  be  very  far  from  immediate  realization.  The 
great  problem  of  the  union  of  freedom  with  order  might  be  no  nearer  a  solution 
in  the  year  1860  than  in  the  year  1790.  The  "  war  of  opinion"  might  have  its 
Ticissitudes  of  anarchy  and  of  despotism.  It  might  eventually  seem  to  have 
been  a  mere  flourish  of  eloquence,  when  the  great  orator,  with  "  an  attitude  so 
majestic  that  be  seemed  actually  to  have  increased  in  stature,"  exclaimed,  "  I 
caUed  the  New  World  into  existence  to  redress  the  balance  of  the  Old."  The 
representative  governments  of  Europe  which  had  arisen  out  of  the  dust  and 
ashes  of  Napoleon's  tyranny  might  be  again  trodden  down  by  other  despots* 
The  new  republics  of  America  might  for  years  be  torn  to  pieces  by  internal 
commotions,  and  their  second  condition  might  be  even  worse  than  their  first. 
The  proud  confidence  of  the  founder  and  upholder  of  the  democratic  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  might  be  proved  fallacious,  in  an  exhibition  of 
arrogance  as  offensive  as  that  of  absolute  rulers  ;  whilst  his  belief  that  men 
enjoying  in  ease  and  security  the  full  fruits  of  their  industry  would  follow 
tbeir  own  reason  as  their  guide,];  might  some  day  be  held  as  visionary,  when 
the  action  of  the  supreme  government  should  be  dictated  by  the  passions  of 
the  multitude.  Yet  for  all  this  we  may  mistrust  the  partizan  assuming 
the  office  of  the  historian,  when  we  learn  that  the  experience  of  the  world 
since  the  year  1819,  ''which  was  the  tuming*point  in  our  policy,  both 

*  Haaard,  vol  ziv.  cols.  854 — 55. 
f  Gnisot,  <*  MemoiTS  of  Sir  Kobert  Fed,"  p.  24. 
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foreign  and  domestic,"  has  "  diffused  a  very  general  doubfc  amongst  thought" 
ful  men,  whether  the  whole  representative  system  is  not  a  delusion  ;'*  and 
are  told  that  ^*  the  ruin  ef  industry,  and  the  destruction  of  property,  effected 
in  Oreat  Britain,  since  the  manufacturing  school  obtained  the  ascendency  in 
Parliament,  much  exceeds  anything  recorded  in  the  history  of  pacific  legisla- 
tion."* To  the  restoration  of  a  convertible  paper-currency,  advocated  by 
Mr.  Horner  and  finally  carried  by  Peel ;  to  the  retirement  of  England  from 
the  Quadruple  Alliance  and  the  recognition  of  South  American  republics 
accomplished  by  Canning;  to  the  removal  of  commercial  restrictions  and 
prohibitions  effected  by  Huskisson;  to  these  causes  the  ghosts  of  ultra* 
Toryism  that  still  walk  the  earth  and  will  not  be  laid,  attribute  what  they 
deem  the  evils  which  have  fallen  upon  their  country  in  the  peaceful  revolu- 
tions of  the  reigns  of  William  the  Fourth  and  Victoria.  If  such  were  the 
causes  of  that  vital  change  in  the  condition  of  England,  which  enables  us 
with  an  honest  exultation  to  contrast  the  Present  with  the  Past,  doubly 
blessed  were  the  partial  successes  of  those  eminent  statesmen.  Some 
thoughtful  man  of  their  day  might  have  anticipated  the  sentiment  of  a  later 

poet : — 

**  Progress  is 
The  law  of  life— man's  self  is  not  yet  man  ! 
Nor  shall  1  deem  his  object  served,  his  end 
Attained,  his  genuine  strength  put  fairly  forth, 
While  only  here  and  there  a  star  dispels 
The  darkness,  here  and  there  a  towering  mind 
Overlooks  its  prostrate  fellows."t 

•  Alison,  "  History  of  Europe  from  the  Fall  of  Napoleon,"  vol.  i.  p.  54  and  p.  66,  1852. 
t  Browning. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

Negro  RlATery  in  the  West  Indies — The  Missionary  Case—Opening  of  Parliament,  1825 — Pablio 
Prosperity — Joint-Stock  Companies— Mining  Schemes— The  Panic  in  the  Money-Market — 
The  Panic  arrested — Extensive  failures  of  Commercial  Houses — Joint-Stock  Banks  established 
— State  of  the  Catholic  Qaestion — Death  of  the  dake  of  York — Illness  of  Lord  Liverpool — 
Negotiations  previous  to  the  choice  of  a  Minister — Mr.  Canning's  Administration — Violent 
opposition  to  Mr.  Canning  in  both  Houses — Charge  against  the  Prime  Minister  that  he 
had  given  an  unconstitutional  pledge  to  the  King  on  the  subject  of  Catholic  Emancipation 
— Close  of  the  Session — Death  of  Mr.  Canning — His  last  Ministerial  act,  the  conclusion  of 
a  Treaty  on  the  Affiiirs  of  Greece — Principles  of  International  Law  laid  down  by  Mr.  Canning 
— List  of  the  Cabinet  of  Mr.  Canning — Note  on  the  Negotiations  which  preceded  Mr. 
Canning's  Premiership. 

"With  the  object  of  presenting  a  continuous  view  of  the  foreign  policy  of 
England  from  the  period  of  t^he  accession  of  Mr.  Canning  to  office  in  1822, 
we  have  passed  over  several  matters  of  public  importance  to  which  we  must 
now  advert. 

Negro  Slavery  in  the  West  Indies  was  the  subject  of  animated  debates  in 
the  House  of  Commons  in  1823  and  in  1824.  The  difficult  question  of  negro 
-emancipation  in  our  Colonies  has  been  happily  settled  by  a  magnificent  eftbrt 
on  the  part  of  the  government  and  the  people.  The  curse  of  Slavery  no 
longer  exists  on  a  single  rood  of  the  vast  possessions  and  dependencies  of 
the  British  Empire.  But  this  result  could  not  have  been  attained  without 
the  persevering  efforts  of  the  same  zeal  which  had  accomplished  the  abolition 
of  the  Slave  Trade.  A  few  of  the  first  Abolitionists  still  remained.  Younger 
men  had  joined  their  ranks,  with  the  determination  to  banish  Slavery  from 
our  own  Colonies,  and  if  possible  to  unite  all  Christendom  in  a  league  against 
the  hateful  traffic,  which  some  States  still  openly  perpetrated  and  others 
indirectly  encouraged.  On  the  15th  of  May,  1823,  Mr.  Thomas  Fowell 
Buxton  moved  as  a  resolution,  **  That  the  state  of  Slavery  is  repugnant  to 
the  principles  of  the  British  Constitution,  and  of  the  Christian  religion  ;  and 
that  it  ought  to  be  gradually  abolished  throughout  the  British  Colonies,  with 
as  much  expedition  as  may  be  found  consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  the  well- 
being  of  the  parties  concerned."  Mr.  Canning  met  this  resolution  by  pro- 
posing other  resolutions,  to  the  effect  that  decisive  measures  should  be  taken 
for  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  Slave  population  of  the  British  Colo- 
nies ;  that  through  such  measures  the  House  looked  forward  to  such  a 
progressive  improvement  in  the  character  of  the  Slave  population,  as  might 
prepare  them  for  a  participation  in  civil  rights  and  privileges.  Mr.  Canning's 
proposal  was  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  House.    The  West  Indian 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


194  NBGRO  8LAyEBT--THE  MISSIONART  CASE.  [1824. 

interest  at  home  was  greatly  alarmed.  The  resident  proprietors  were  in  a 
state  of  indignant  terror  when  the  Colonial  Secretary  issued  a  Circular 
which  announced  the  determination  of  the  British  Goyemment  to  interfere 
between  the  owner  and  his  slave.  This  Circular  contained  an  absolute  prohi- 
bition to  inflict  the  punishment  of  flogging  under  any  circumstances  upon 
female  slaves,  and  a  strong  recommendation  with  regard  to  males  that  the 
whip  should  no  longer  be  carried  into  the  fleld  and  there  displayed  by  the 
driver  as  the  emblem  of  his  authority,  or  employed  as  the  ready  instrument 
of  his  displeasure.*  In  most  of  the  West  India  Islands  the  Circular  of  lord 
Bathurst  produced  only  votes  of  indignation  in  their  local  Assemblies.  In 
Demerara  the  Court  of  Policy  passed  regulations  in  compliance  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Circular,  but  the  negroes  entertained  a  belief  that  orders 
had  come  from  England  for  their  complete  emancipation.  The  Government 
of  the  Colony  had  previously  issued  a  prohibition  against  the  negroes  attend- 
ing divine  service  except  under  certain  conditions,  in  the  belief  that  the 
sectaries  incited  them  to  insubordination.  On  the  18th  of  August  a  rising 
took  place  amongst  some  of  the  slaves,  who  imprisoned  their  masters  but 
shed  no  blood.  On  the  19th  martial  law  was  proclaimed,  and  under  sen- 
tences of  Courts-martial  forty-seven  negroes  were  executed,  and  a  great 
number  were  tortured  by  the  most  merciless  flogging.  The  Colony  waa 
subjected  to  martial-law  for  five  months.  Under  this  law  Mr.  John  Smith, 
a  missionary  of  the  Independent  persuasion,  was  tried  upon  a  charge  of 
having  incited  the  negroes  to  revolt,  and  of  having  concealed  their  intention 
to  rise.  He  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  death.  The  governor  did  not 
venture  to  execute  the  sentence,  but  left  the  decision  to  the  British  cabinet, 
who  rescinded  the  sentence,  but  decreed  Mr.  Smith's  banishment  from  the 
Colony.  Mr.  Brougham  brought  the  whole  case  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, on  the  1st  of  June,  1824.  The  missionary,  who  had  been  cast  into  a 
loathsome  dungeon,  in  a  weak  state  of  health,  had  died  after  some  weeks  of 
severe  suffering.  The  feeling  produced  at  home  was  that  of  pity  for  the 
victim,  and  of  indignation  at  the  injustice  of  the  Court  by  which  he  was 
tried.  The  proceedings  of  this  general  Court-martial,  held  on  the  ISth  of 
October,  1823,  published  by  the  Missionary  Society,  displayed  "  a  series  of 
errors  so  gross  as  to  mock  belief,  and  of  oppressions  which  are  unexampled 
in  the  dispensation  of  English  juBtice."t  Mr.  Brougham,  in  this  memorable 
debate,  uttered  a  solemn  warning  to  the  Slave-holders : — "  Tet  a  little  delay ; 
yet  a  little  longer  of  this  unbearable  trifling  with  the  commands  of  the 
parent  state — and  she  will  stretch  out  her  arm,  in  mercy,  not  in  anger,  to 
those  deluded  men  themselves ;  exert  at  last  her  undeniable  authority ;  vindi- 
cate the  just  right  and  restore  the  tarnished  honour  of  the  English  name  !*' 
In  this  debate  Mr.  Wilberforce  spoke  for  the  last  time  in  Parliament.  The 
speech  of  sir  James  Mackintosh  was  that  of  a  statesman  whose  opinions 
were  of  far  more  practical  importance  than  those  of  the  too  sanguine  aboli- 
tionist :  "  I  am  as  adverse  as  any  one  to  the  sudden  emancipation  of  slaves  ; 
much  out  of  regard  to  the  masters,  but  still  more,  as  affecting  a  far  larger 
portion  of  mankind,  out  of  regard  to  the  unhappy  slaves  themselves.    Eman- 

*  «  Animal  Begiftter,"  1828,  p.  130. 

f  Introduction  to  Mr.  Brougham's    speech    in   the   Mieaonary  Case,    in   his     Sdeeted 
Speeches,  vol.  ii.  p.  116. 
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cipaiicHi  hj  yiolence  and  rerolt  I  consider  as  the  greatest  calamity  that  can 

Tisit  a  community  except  perpetual  slayery I  acknowledge  that 

the  pacific  emancipation  of  great  multitudes  thus  wretchedly  circumstanced 
is  a  problem  so  arduous  as  to  perplex  and  almost  silence  the  reason  of  man. 
Time  is  undoubtedly  necessary." 

Of  the  six  BiUs  for  the  repeal  of  Capital  Punishments  which  sir  James 
Mackintosh  introduced  in  the  Session  of  1820,*  three  eyentually  became 
]aw8.t  These  were  the  only  formal  results  of  the  perseverance  of  the  legii^ 
later  upon  whom  the  mantle  of  Bomilly  had  fallen.  In  1822  he  obtained  a 
pledge  from  the  House  that  it  would  proceed  to  a  general  consideration  of 
the  Criminal  laws  in  the  next  Session.  On  the  21st  of  May,  1828,  he  pro- 
posed nine  resolutions,  which  went  at  once  to  do  away  with  capital  punish- 
ment  in  a  number  of  offences  to  which  they  referred.  Mr.  Feel,  who  was 
now  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  objected  to  the  extent  of 
these  measures.  He  admitted  the  necessity  of  some  amendment,  and  inti- 
mated his  intention  to  propose  measures  which  should  embrace  seyeral  of  the 
improTements  which  sir  James  Mackintosh  contemplated.  His  son  has 
recorded  that  the  defeat  on  this  occasion  was  a  signal  to  sir  James  for  sur- 
rendering the  superintendence  of  further  reforms  into  the  hands  of  one 
whose  position  as  a  minister  gave  him  peculiar  facilities  for  carrying  them 
into  effect :  "  He  lived,"  says  his  biographer,  "  to  see  the  propriety  of  many 
of  these  yery  alterations  acquiesced  in  t-o  an  extent  which  he  dared  scarcely 
have  imagined,  and  which  drew  from  him  the  expression,  instancing  the 
growth  of  opinion  on  these  subjects,  that  he  could  almost  think  that  he  had 
HTed  in  two  different  countries,  and  conyersed  with  people  who  spoke  twe 
different  languages."} 

When  the  Session  of  Parliament  was  opened  on  the  8rd  of  January, 
1825,  the  exultation  of  the  Boyal  Speech  upon  "  public  prosperity  "  was  &r 
stronger  than  ministerial  prudence  and  reserve  often  ventured  to  indulge. 
"  There  never  was  a  period  in  the  history  of  this  countiy  when  all  the  great 
interests  of  the  nation  were  at  the  same  time  in  so  thriving  a  condition.** 
Alas  for  the  instability  of  human  affairs !  In  the  King's  Speech  on  the  2nd 
of  February,  1826,  we  have  this  sentence :  "  His  Majesty  deeply  laments  the 
injurious  effects  which  the  late  pecuniary  crisis  must  have  entailed  upon 
many  branches  of  the  commerce  and  manu&ctures  of  the  United  Kingdom.** 
The  pecuniary  crisis  was  indeed  the  most  unexpected,  the  most  astounding, 
and  the  most  severe  in  its  consequences,  of  any  derangement  of  commercijd 
operations  ever  produced  by  extravagant  hopes  and  exaggerated  alarms.  This 
pecuniary  crisis  universally  obtained  the  name  of  "  The  Panic."  It  was  des- 
cribed by  2^.  Huskisson  as  ''  such  a  complete  suspension  of  all  confidence 
as,  contradistinguished  from  commercial  distress,  rendered  it  impossible  to 

procure  money  upon  even  the  most  unobjectionable  security 

If  the  difSculties  which  existed  in  the  money  market  had  continued  only 
eight-and-forty  hours  longer,  he  sincerely  believed  that  the  effect  would  have 
been  to  put  a  stop  to  all  dealings  between  man  and  man,  except  by  way  of 
barter."§ 


♦  Jntt,  p.  101.  t  1  Oeo.  IV.,  cap.  115,  11«,  117. 

t  *'  Life  of  Maekintodi,*'  toI.  iL  p.  891. 
$  "  Huskiawm'f  Speeohcs,"  vol.  U.  p.  UH. 
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There  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  at  the  beginning  of  1825  the 
sanguine  viewB  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  which  obtained  for  him 
the  name  of  "  Prosperity  Eobinson/*  were  really  justified  by  whatever  waa 
apparent  in  the  material  condition  of  the  country.  In  June  of  that  year  an 
article  appeared  in  the  "  Quarterly  Eeview  "  which  went  very  carefully  iato 
the  proofs  that  there  had  scarcely  ever  been  a  time  when  every  branch  of 
industry  had  been  so  generally  prosperous.  We  are  taken  into  the  country 
to  look  upon  fields  better  cultivated  than  a  few  years  before ;  bams  and  stack- 
yards more  fully  stored ;  horses,  cows,  and  sheep  more  abundant ;  implements 
of  husbandry  greatly  improved :  In  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  more 
numerous  and  better  shops,  and  a  vast  increase  of  goods,  indicating  the 
flourishing  circumstances  of  the  community :  In  manufactories  similar 
manifestations  of  the  increase  of  wealth.  "We  are  then  told  that  if  we  could 
examine  the  accounts  of  the  bankers  of  the  metropolis,  and  in  the  small  as 
weU  as  large  provincial  towns,  we  should  find  that  the  balances  resting  with 
them  were  increased  to  an  enormous  amount.  The  reviewer  then  adds: 
"  This  indeed  may  be  fairly  inferred  from  the  low  rate  of  interest  in  the 
floating  public  securities,  from  the  prices  of  the  funds,  from  the  avidity  with 
which  every  project  for  the  employment  of  capital  is  grasped  at,  and  from 
the  general  complaint,  almost  the  only  complaint  heard,  that  there  is  now  no 
way  of  making  interest  for  money."  •  Those  who  in  all  times  are  ready  to 
treat  such  maladies  in  the  body  politic  by  salutary  venesection,  were  most 
busy  and  successful  at  the  end  of  1824  and  the  beginning  of  1825.  Joint- 
Stock  Companies  suddenly  rose  up,  some  for  provident  schemes  of  home 
industry,  but  others  holding  forth  the  prospect  of  enormous  wealth  by 
working  the  mines  of  South  America.  "All  the  gambling  propensities  of 
human  nature  were  constantly  solicited  into  action,  and  crowds  of  iodiriduals 
of  every  description — the  credulous  and  the  suspicious — the  crafty  and  the 
bold — the  raw  and  the  experienced — the  intelligent  and  the  ignorant- 
princes,  nobles,  politicians,  placemen,  patriots,  lawyers,  physicians,  divines, 
philosophers,  poets,  intermingled  with  women  of  all  ranks  and  degrees- 
spinsters,  wives  and  widows — hastened  to  venture  some  portion  of  their 
property  in  schemes  of  which  scarcely  anything  was  known  except  the 
name."  t 

The  South  American  mining  schemes  required  large  remittances  in  moner, 
and  an  equal  expenditure  in  stores  and  machinery  for  the  operations  to  be 
carried  on.  The  new  South  American  States  asked  and  obtained  considerable 
loans.  Speculations  in  goods  were  carried  forward  to  an  extent,  and  with  a 
temporary  amount  of  profit,  previously  unknown.  The  rush  of  purchasers 
to  invest  in  coffee,  in  spices,  in  indigo,  in  tallow,  and  in  cotton,  with  a  total 
ignorance  of  everything  connected  with  the  relation  of  the  supply  to  the 
consumption,  had  for  a  while  the  effect  of  producing  a  general  rise  of  prices. 
Every  article  which  had  not  advanced  in  price  was  soon  made  the  subject  of 
an  exaggerated  demand.  Very  soon  after  Parliament  had  separated,  cheered 
by  the  official  announcement  of  public  prosperity,  a  reaction  commenced. 
The  price  of  every  article  that  had  been  the  subject  of  this  overtrading  began 

•  Vol.  xxxii.  p.  189. 

t  "  Annual  Eegiiter,»»  1824,  p.  8.  ^  t 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1S25.]  THE  PANIC  IN  THE  MONEY-MARKET.  197 

to  fall,  'More  precipitous  was  the  downward  tendency  of  the  loan  and  share 
market;  for  no  dividends  came  from  the  South  American  loans;  no  remittances 
in  the  precious  metals  to  attest  that  increased  productiveness  of  the  mines 
which  was  expected  to  arise  out  of  the  application  of  British  capital  and 
machinery.  The  rage  for  speculation  had  so  penetrated  into  uncommercial 
circles,  and  the  sober  tradesman  who  once  used  to  be  content  with  the 
moderate  profits  of  his  own  industry  had  so  embarked  his  capital  in  rash 
ventures,  that,  when  a  want  of  confidence  began  to  be  felt,  universal  distrust 
soon  succeeded.  The  Bauk  of  England,  which  had  ten  millions  of  bullion 
and  coin  in  its  coffers  in  April,  had  only  one  million  three  hundred  thousand 
pounds  in  November  to  meet  the  rapid  drain  that  was  going  forward.  The 
directors  of  the  Bank  of  England,  in  their  alarm,  suddenly  diminished  their 
circulation  to  the  extent  of  3,500,000/.  In  the  general  want  of  confidence, 
the  country  bankers  had  to  endure  the  consequences  of  an  almost  unlimited 
circulation  of  their  notes,  nothing  loath  as  they  had  been  to  assist  the  specu- 
lative tendencies  of  their  customers  by  what  seemed  a  method  so  easy  to 
themselves.  The  time  was  at  hand  when  every  man  would  look  suspiciously 
upon  the  dirty  pieces  of  paper  which  he  had  held  to  be  as  good  as  gold  ;  and 
these  promises  to  pay  would  travel,  first  slowly  and  then  rapidly,  to  the 
banker*8  counter,  and  many  who  saw  these  obligations  return  to  their  source 
would  ask  what  they  had  done  to  provoke  this  run  upon  them.  In  London 
those  large  balances  in  the  hands  of  the  bankers  which  the  reviewer  described 
as  "  ready  to  embrace  favourable  changes  in  the  price  of  any  commodity,  or 
to  be  placed  at  interest  as  beneficial  securities  presented  themselves,"  were 
suddenly  withdrawn  to  meet  unforeseen  losses,  to  satisfy  unexpected  demands, 
and,  in  many  cases,  out  of  a  selfish  mistrust  of  the  security  of  those  deposi- 
tories which  had  once  justly  received  the  public  confidence.  Selfish  and 
shortsighted  was  the  panic  that  drove  men  to  the  banker's  counter,  in  their 
Ignorant  belief  that  it  was  his  duty  to  have  ready  in  his  till  an  amount 
sufficient  to  pay  the  balances  of  every  customer.  On  the  6  th  of  December 
the  banking-house  of  sir  Peter  Pole  and  Company  stopped  payment.  On  the 
Cth  the  bank  of  Williams  and  Company  followed.  The  author  of  this  history 
cannot  easily  forget  the  scene  which  he  witnessed  on  the  morning  of  the 
7th  of  December.  On  the  night  of  the  6th  two  personal  friends,  partners  in 
a  country  bank,  who  had  their  accounts  with  'Williams  and  Company,  arrived 
at  his  house  in  town  to  consult  with  him  on  the  best  course  to  be  pursued  in 
this  hour  of  danger.  It  was  agreed  that  one  of  the  partners  should  imme- 
diately return  home  and  countermand  an  order  that  had  been  given  for  the 
closing  of  the  bank  on  the  following  morning.  The  other  partner,  who  was 
a  member  of  Parliament,  was  to  set  out  with  the  present  writer  to  seek  the 
assistance  of  friendly  capitalists  before  the  general  world  was  astir.  In  the 
chambers  in  the  Albany  of  one  of  the  members  of  a  city  bank  they  found 
the  firm  assembled,  deliberatiog  by  lamp-light,  as  many  others  were 
deliberating,  whilst  the  watchman  still  cried  the  morning  hour.  The  request 
for  aid  was  made,  and  was  as  promptly  answered :  '*  We  shall  stop  ourselves 
at  nine  o'clock."  The  two  friends  proceeded  to  Lombard-street  and  its 
neighbourhood  as  the  morniog  dawned.  Long  before  the  time  of  opening, 
the  doors  of  the  banking-houses  were  surrounded  by  eager  crowds,  each 
straggling  to  be  foremost,  as  at  the  entrance  of  a  theatre.     Many  such 
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doors  were  opened ;  and  after  the  first  rush  some  began  to  be  ashamed  of 
their  suspicious  impatience.  Heads  of  firms  stood  quietly  beside  their  clerks, 
sometimes  smiling,  with  an  unm*istakeable  meaning,  upon  those  who  showed 
how  easily  are  "  benefits  forgot  ;*'  some  pointed  to  their  title-deeds  and  other 
securities,  as  ready  for  any  sacrifice  to  preserve  their  commercial  honour. 
Before  the  close  of  the  year  seyenty-three  banks  had  failed,  of  which  seven 
were  metropolitan.  The  country  bank  in  which  we  felt  an  interest  was 
saved  by  the  more  sensible  of  the  townsmen  coming  promptly  forward  to 
declare  their  opinion  of  its  solvency  and  their  resolution  not  to  press  in 
the  hour  of  difficulty.  This  was  a  very  general  course  throughout  the 
country. 

During  the  three  weeks  of  alarm  and  misery  which  preceded  the  Christmas 
of  1825^  the  Cabinet  was  daily  deliberating  upon  measures  to  be  pursued  to 
stop  the  disorder  and  to  mitigate  its  consequences.  The  Bank  Directors  came 
forward  to  lend  money  upon  any  description  of  property ;  and  relaxed  all 
their  accustomed  regulations  for  the  discount  of  bills.  The  amount  of  mer- 
cantile bills  under  discount  had  been  four  millions  on  the  3rd  of  November  ; 
it  had  increased  to  fifteen  miUions  on  the  29th  of  December.  Sovereigns 
were  coined  at  the  Mint  at  the  unprecedented  speed  of  150,000  daily.  At  the 
Bank  of  England  notes  were  printed  with  equal  promptitude ;  for  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Cabinet  it  was  determined  that  one  and  two  pound  notes 
which  the  Bank  of  England  had  called  in  should  again  be  issued  for  temporary 
purposes.  Still  these  two  supplies  of  an  unexceptionable  currency  could  not 
be  produced  fast  enough  to  fill  up  the  vacuum  Occasioned  by  the  almost  total 
withdrawal  of  country  bank  paper.  An  accidental  circumstance  solved  the 
difficulty.  A  box  containing  about  seven  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  one 
pound  notes,  which  had  been  put  aside  unused,  was  accidentally  discovered  at 
the  Bank.  Mr.  Harman,  one  of  the  directors,  stated  it  as  his  opinion,  that 
the  timely  issue  of  these  notes  ''  worked  wonders — it  saved  the  credit  of  the 
country."* 

The  credit  of  the  country  was  saved ;  in  other  words  the  excessive  demand 
for  gold  did  not  involve  the  danger  at  one  time  apprehended — a  suspension  of 
cash  payments.  The  credit  of  the  country  was  saved ;  but  the  destruction  of 
private  credit,  the  consequent  ruin  of  many  commercial  firms,  and  the  terrible 
struggle  of  others  to  keep  their  position,  were  wide-spread  consequences  of  the 
panic  of  1825.  It  was  not  till  towards  the  end  of  January,  1 826,  that  important 
mercantile  failures  began  to  create  alarm.  These  failures  continued  to  a  vast 
extent  throughout  the  whole  year.  The  total  number  of  bankruptcies  in 
1825  was  a  little  above  eleven  hundred ;  in  1826  the  number  was  nearly  two 
thousand  six  hundred.  The  destruction  of  capital  and  credit  paralysed  all 
the  exertions  of  industry,  and  produced  excessive  distress  amongst  the  manu- 
facturing population.  Diminished  employment  and  lower  wages,  added  to 
the  loss  Which  many  who  lived  by  their  daily  labour  had  sustained  in  the 
failure  of  country  banks,  rendered  the  year  1826  a  very  unhappy  one  to  all 
those,  whether  wealthy  or  poor,  whose  means  of  support  were  connected  with 
the  industry  of  the  country.  Many  indeed  had  to  pay  the  penalty  of  their 
indulgence  in  wild  speculation,  and  othd^  had  to  sudOTer  a  severe  retribution 

•  Portei's  "  Prognn  of  the  Nation."  ^  , 
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for  their  abuse  of  the  facilities  for  ndaing  monej  upon  biUsi  which  had  gone 
on  ^m  the  sudden  crash  camey  and  borrowers  and  lenders  were  inTolred  in 
equal  difficulty.  One  well-known  example  is  an  illustration  of  the  dangers 
that  always  beset  men  of  sanguine  hopes,  who  regard  their  facility  of  ereating 
wealth  in  the  future  as  a  power  alxeady  realised,  so  as  to  warrant  the  large 
outlay  which  belongs  to  accumulated  capital.     On  the  18th  of  December, 

1825,  there  is  this  entry  in  the  diary  of  sir  Walter  Scott : — "  Bich  and  poor 
four  or  fiye  times ;  once  on  the  yerge  of  ruin,  yet  opened  a  new  source  of 
wealth  almost  oyerflowing.  Now  to  be  broken  in  my  pitch  of  pride,  and 
nearly  winged  (unless  good  news  should  come),  because  London  chooses  to 
be  in  an  uproar,  and  in  the  tumult  of  bulls  and  bears  a  poor  inoffensiye  lion 
like  myself  is  pushed  to  the  wall.  But  what  is  to  be  the  end  of  it  P  GK>d 
knows ;  and  so  ends  the  catechism/'  The  lion  would  not  haye  been  pushed 
to  the  wall  in  the  tumult  of  bulls  and  bears  in  London  if,  in  building,  and 
planting,  and  furnishing,  and  exercising  hospitality  upon  the  most  sumptuous 
scale,  he  had  not  only  anticipated  the  resources  of  his  own  genius,  but  had 
incurred  debts  on  his  priyate  account,  and  as  a  partner  in  a  printing  esta- 
bhshment,  to  the  extent  of  nearly  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds. 
The  printing  and  pubUshing  houses  yrith  which  Scott  was  connected  neces- 
sarily failed,  and  he  failed  with  them.  Then  began  the  heroic  period  of  his 
life,  in  which  his  great  intellect  receiyed  the  noblest  stimulus — that  of  a 
desire  by  his  own  unaided  exertions  to  discharge  the  obligations  which  he 
had  incurred  by  his  former  disregard  of  prudence  and  moderation.  Many  a 
man  who  had  been  bowed  down  by  the  storm  might  haye  felt  the  same 
aspiration  again  to  stand  erect,  but  few  could  have  accomplished  it  so 
thoroughly  as  the  great  author,  who  neyer  lost  heart  or  hope,  and  in  the 
darkest  hour  said,  "  If  God  grant  me  life  and  strength  for  a  few  years  longer, 
I  haye  no  doubt  that  I  shsll  redeem  it  all." 

When  the  Session  of  Parliament  was  opened  on  the  2nd  of  February, 

1826,  it  was  truly  said  in  the  royal  speech  that  some  of  the  causes  of  the  eyil 
which  had  occurred  were  beyond  the  reach  of  direct  parliamentary  inter- 
position, nor  could  security  against  the  recurrence  of  them  be  found  unless 
in  the  experience  of  the  sufTerings  which  they  had  occasioned.  But  to  a 
certain  portion  of  the  evil  correctiyes  at  least,  if  not  effectual  remedies, 
might  be  applied.  It  was  desirable  to  place  on  a  more  firm  foundation  the 
currency  and  circulating  credit  of  the  country.  Lord  Liyerpool  then  stated 
the  measures  which  Qt)yemment  intended  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of 
Parliament.  One  of  those  measures  was  a  regulation  by  which  one  and  two 
pound  bank-notes  should  be  gradually  withdrawn  from  circulation,  and  a 
metallic  currency  substituted  for  them.  The  other  measure  had  reference  to 
the  exclusiye  privileges  of  the  Bank  of  England,  under  their  charter  which 
would  not  expire  till  1833.  Lord  Liverpool  said — *'  If  the  Bank  could  be 
induced  to  give  up  so  much  of  their  exclusive  privilege  as  related  to  country 
banks,  and  if  they  would  accompany  that  surrender  with  a  measure  which 
would  be  desirable  for  their  own  sakes,  namely,  the  establishment  in  some 
parts  of  the  country  of  branches  of  their  own  institution,  the  effect  on  the 
general  circulation  of  the  country  would,  he  thought,  be  most  beneficial." 
The  privilege  of  the  Bank  of  England  had  prevented  the  establishment  of 
any  banking  concern  with  a  greater  number  of  partners  than  ^^p^^J^^T^ 
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Liverpool  said  he  was  old  enough  to  remember  the  time  when  there  was 
scarcely  such  an  institution  as  a  country  bank  except  in  great  commercial 
towns,  and  when  the  transactions  of  the  country  were  carried  on  in  Bank  of 
England  notes,  and  money  obtained  from  London.  There  had  been  a  great 
change.  Any  small  tradesman,  a  cheesemonger,  a  butcher,  or  a  shoemaker 
might  open  a  country  bank.  The  exclusive  privilege  of  the  Bank  of  England 
did  not  touch  them.  But  an  association  of  persons  with  fortune  sufficient  to 
carry  on  a  banking  concern  with  security  was  not  permitted  to  do  so.*  The 
panic  of  1825  produced  the  great  measure  of  1826,  sanctioning  tlie  establish* 
ment  of  Joint-Stock  Banks ;  under  which  enactment  a  banking  firm  might 
include  any  number  of  partners  except  within  sixty-five  miles  of  London. 
This  year  was  also  the  date  of  the  establishment  of  Branch  Banks  of  the  Bank 
of  England.  Scotland  was  exempted  from  the  prohibition  of  the  small  note 
currency.  It  is  worthy  of  note,  that  during  the  panic  not  a  single  Scotch 
bank  failed. 

The  difficulties  of  capitalists  in  the  manufacturing  districts  produced,  as 
their  inevitable  consequence,  distress  amongst  the  workers.  In  those  days 
riot  was  too  commonly  the  concomitant  of  distress.  The  popular  excitement 
took  the  usual  course  of  the  days  of  popular  ignorance, — the  destruction  of 
machinery.  At  various  places  in  Lancashire,  from  the  23rd  to  the  30th  of 
April,  one  thousand  power-looms  were  destroyed,  with  the  old  accompa- 
niments of  reading  the  Eiot  Act  and  calling  out  the  military.  At  Trow- 
bridge the  populace,  who  found  potatoes  dearer  in  their  market  than  on  the 
previous  week,  believing  themselves  injured  by  the  monopolists  of  vegetables, 
attacked  all  the  standings  of  the  market  gardeners  and  country  butchers,  so 
effectually  doing  their  work  that  they  scared  away  for  some  time  all  those  who 
kept  down  the  prices  of  the  town  dealers  by  competition.  There  were 
riotous  proceedings  and  destruction  of  property  in  most  places  where  the 
operatives  were  suffi^ring  distress.  Lamentable  as  such  outrages  must  be  in 
their  effects  upon  the  sufierers  themselves,  they  sometimes  speak  with  a 
stronger  voice  than  the  sober  arguments  of  those  who  would  mitigate  the 
suffering  by  inquiries  into  its  remediable  causes.  Whilst  the  noble  and  the 
rich  of  Lanarkshire,  in  a  public  meeting,  resolved  that  the  distress  of  the 
working  people  of  Glasgow  was  to  be  attributed  to  machinery,  they,  and 
most  other  landed  proprietors,  strenuously  resisted  any  approach  to  a  relaxa- 
tion of  the  Corn  Laws.  The  price  of  wheat  had  fallen  in  March  below  the 
price  of  January,  chiefly  in  consequence  of  a  belief  that  the  government 
intended  to  release  bonded  wheat  at  a  low  duty.  The  ministers  declared 
they  had  no  such  intention,  and  the  average  price  again  rose  to  that  of  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  The  complaints  and  violence  of  the  manufacturing 
districts  alarmed  the  government,  and  at  the  beginning  of  May  the  release 
of  the  corn  in  bond  was  proposed  and  carried,  with  a  discretionary  power  to 
admit  foreign  grain  to  the  extent  of  five  hundred  thousand  quarters,  in  the 
event  of  the  next  harvest  proving  unfavourable.  These  concessions  were 
not  obtained  without  great  difficulty, — without  a  protest  on  the  part  of  the 
ministers  that  they  had  not,  and  could  not,  have  any  connection  whatever 
with  any  measure  affecting  the  existing  system  of  the  Com  Laws.     "  If,'*^ 
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Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1826.]  STATE  OP  THE  CATHOLIC  QUESTION.  201 

Baid  lord  Eldon,  "the  measure  pledged  that  House,  or  any  man  in  that 
House,  to  any  alteration  unfavourable  to  the  Corn  Laws,  he  would  be  the 
last  man  to  stand  up  as  its  advocate."  * 

At  the  close  of  the  Session  on  the  Slst  of  May,  the  royal  intention  was 
announced  "to  dissolve  without  delay  the  present  Parliament."     It  was  the 
seventh  session  of  that  Parliament.     The  dissolution  at  this  early  season  had 
no  reference  to  the  state  of  political  parties,  but  simply  had  regard  to  the 
convenience  of  the  time  for  a  general  election.     The  leading  question  upon 
\rhich  men's  minds  would  be  most  stirred  throughout  the  kingdom,  and 
especially  in  Ireland,  would  be  that  of  Catholic  Emancipation.    The  Cabinet 
remained  in  the  position  as  to  this  question  which  it  occupied  in  1812,  when 
lord  Castlexeagh  became  one  of  its  members.     Catholic  Emancipation  was 
what  is  called  "  an  open  question,"  upon  the  principle  described  by  Mr. 
Canning, — ^**  the  principle  of  treating  it  as  a  question  out  of  the  ordinary 
course  of  ministerial  business;  as  one  to  be  argued  upon  its ^ own  merits, 
such  as  they  might  appear  to  each  individual  member  of  the  administration. "t 
Lord  Liverpool,  as  the  head  of  the  government,  was  opposed  to  the  Catholic 
claims,  but  his  opposition  was  qualified  by  the  moderation  of  his  character, 
and  no  one  doubted  his  sincerity.     Lord  Eldon  again  and  again  avowed  his 
"  firm  and  determined  purpose  to  support  to  the  last  our  establishment  in 
church  and  state."  J     When  Mr.   Canning  became  Secretary  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  he  was  unpopular  with  the  Anti-Catholic  party  in  general,   and 
obnoxious  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  particular.  §     Lord  Eldon  was,  however, 
consoled  by  the  decided  views  of  Mr.  Peel  on  this  subject,  whose  influence 
with  the  Anti-Catholic  party  was  materially  strengthened  by  his  position  as 
representative  of  the  University  of  Oxford.     Mr.  Peel,  although  then  of 
comparative  unimportance  as  a  political  leader,  was  in  1818  preferred  by 
the  University  as  a  representative  of  its  orthodoxy,  whilst  Mr.  Canning  was 
rejected.     Upon  the   great  "  open  question,"  the  party  of  Mr.  Canning  in 
the  Cabinet  obtained  in  1825  a  majority  in  the  House  of  Commons  upon  a 
Bill  for  the  repeal  of  disabilities,  the  enactment  of  a  state  provision  for  the 
Eoman  Catholic  clergy,  and  the  raising  of  the  qualification  of  the  Irish 
franchise  from  forty  shillings  to  ten  pounds.     The  Bill  passed  the  Commons 
by  a  majbrity  of  twenty-seven.     It  was  rejected  by  the  Lords  by  a  majority 
of  forty-eight.     On  the  25th  of  April  the  duke  of  York,  on  presenting  a 
petition  from  the  Dean  and  Canons  of  Windsor,  made  a  speech  which  pro« 
duced  an  enormous  sensation  throughout  the  country,  and  especially  from 
his  concluding  words : — "  My  own  opinions,  my  lords,  are  well  known.    They 
have  been  carefully  formed.     I  cannot  change  them.     I  shall  continue  to  act 
conformably  to  them,  to  whatever  obloquy  I  may  be  exposed,  in  whatever 
circumstances  and  in  whatever  situation  I  may  be  placed.  So  help  me  God  1 " 
The  Belief  Bill  had  been  read  a  second  time  in  the  House  of  Commons  four 
days  before  this  memorable  declaration  by  the  Prince  of  the  Blood  next  the 
throne, — the  heir  presumptive ;  but  it  had  no  doubt  a  great  influence  in 
producing  the  large  majority  in  the  House  of  Lords  against  the  bill.     liord 

♦  **  Hansard,"  vol.  xv.  ool.  1375. 
+  Jl/id.y  vol.  xii.  col.  491. 
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Eldon  writes : — "  If  the  duke  of  York's  speech  was  imprudent,  it  has,  never- 
thelesSy  on  account  of  its  firmness  and  boldness,  placed  him  on  the  pinnacle 
of  popularitj."  *  The  duke  became  the  Protestant  hero ;  his  speech  was 
printed  in  letters  of  gold,  and  zealous  Protestants  interpreted  the  words 
**  in  whatever  circumstances  I  may  be  placed,"  as  an  assurance  that  whatever 
might  be  the  dangers  of  the  country,  whatever  might  be  the  risk  of  a  rebellion 
in  Ireland,  probably  of  a  disruption  of  the  Union,  the  duke  of  York,  if  he 
came  to  the  throne,  would  interpret  the  Coronation  Oath  as  his  father  had 
interpreted  it.  The  duke,  by  the  frankness  of  his  character,  his  attention  to 
the  interests  of  the  army,  and  hia  popular  demeanour,  had  many  friends  and 
admirers,  who,  nevertheless,  privately  thought,  as  the  Lord  Chancellor 
privately  wrote : — *'  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  his  highly  important  and 
lofty  situation  he  spends  so  many  days  with  blacklegs,  and  so  many  nights  at 
cards."  t  In  the  session  of  1826  the  question  of  Catholic  Emancipation  was 
not  agitated  in  Parliament. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1827,  the  death  of  the  duke  of  York  was  momen- 
tarily expected.  The  duke  died  on  the  5th.  The  Lord  Chancellor  mourned 
•deeply  over  the  loss  of  the  Prince,  chiefly  because  he  had  great  influence  with 
the  King,  and  in  correspondence  with  his  Majesty  upon  political  questions, 
and  in  his  recommendation  of  proper  persons  to  be  continued  or  appointed 
ministers,  was  much  governed  in  his  judgment,  by  what  had  been,  and  what 
he  thought  would  be,  the  conduct  of  each  person  as  to  the  Catholic  claims. 
This  was  the  one  test  of  fitness  for  office  with  the  duke  of  York  and  with  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  who  thus  recorded  their  mutual  opinions.;]:  Mr.  Canning 
was  especially  hateful  to  them  at  the  time  of  the  duke's  illness,  when  the 
Chancellor  "  saw  a  great  deal  of  his  Boyal  Highness."  The  Foreign  Secre- 
tary's memorable  speech  of  the  previous  Ist  of  December,  on  the  subject  of 
the  aggression  of  Spain  upon  Portugal^  "  was  regarded  by  the  Tories  as 
amounting  to  a  demonstration  in  favour  of  liberalism."  § 

The  funeral  of  the  duke  of  York  took  place  at  Windsor  on  the  night  of 
the  20th  of  January.  Nothing  in  that  ceremony  was  more  remarkable  than 
the  mismanagement  by  which  the  Cabinet  ministers  were  marshalled  by  the 
heralds  in  the  nave  of  St.  George's  Chapel  two  hours  before  the  arrival  of 
the  funeral  procession.  The  night  was  bitterly  cold.  As  we  ourselves  looked 
down  from  the  organ  loft  upon  the  greatest  in  the  land,  thus  doomed  to  stand 
upon  the  unmatted  pavement,  shivering  and  shifting  their  uneasy  positions, 
we  observed  the  oldest  man  of  the  Cabinet  taking  very  wise  precautions  for 
his  personal  comfort  and  safety.  One  who  was  by  the  side  of  Mr.  Canning, 
attributes  to  his  kindness  of  heart  a  suggestion  to  the  ChanceUor  that  he 
should  lay  down  his  cocked  hat  and  stand  upon  it.||  The  Chancellor's  health 
was  preserved  by  this  precaution.  The  funeral  of  the  duke  proved  fatal  to 
Mr.  Canning.  He  caught  a  cold  there  which  resulted  in  an  illness  from 
which  he  never  really  recovered.^f 

The  removal  from  the  active  concerns  of  life  of  a  public  man  more  imme- 

♦  Twitt,  "  Life  of  Lord  Eldon,"  vol.  ii  p.  547. 

t  Jhid,,  vol.  ii.  p.  647. 

t  Ibid.,  p.  581.  §  IhidL,  p.  578. 
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diately  important  to  the  nation  very  soon  followed  the  death  of  the  duke  of 
York.  On  the  16th  of  February  lord  Liverpool  moved  an  address  to  the 
Song,  expressive  of  the  concurrence  of  the  Peers  in  a  message  recommendiog 
a  provision  for  the  duke  and  duchess  of  Clarence.  The  next  morning  the 
servant  of  the  Prime  Minister,  going  into  his  Bitting-room  after  breakfast, 
found  him  senseless  on  the  floor  in  a  fit  of  apoplexy.  On  the  18th  lord 
Eldon  thus  expressed  his  opinion  as  to  the  results  of  this  event :  "  His  lil'e 
is  very  uncertain,  and  it  is  quite  certain  that  as  an  official  man  he  is  no  more. 
Heaven  knows  who  will  succeed  him."* 

The  hopeless  illness  of  lord  Liverpool  must  have  been  a  heavy  blow  to 
Mr.  Canning,  whatever  prospect  might  have  opened  to  him  of  taking  that 
post  in  the  state  which  might  be  called  his  by  inheritance.  The  fatal  stroke 
of  apoplexy  broke  up  a  friendship  of  forty  years  between  the  two  statesmen. 
Immediately  after  the  funeral  of  the  duke  of  York  they  were  together  at 
Bath,  telliag  stories  of  their  early  years,  and  amusing  each  other  with 
recounting  all  sorts  of  fun  and  adventures.f  They  were  college  friends  at 
Christ  Church.  They  entered  the  House  of  Commons  together  in  1792. 
They  differed,  as  leading  members  of  the  same  cabinet,  only  upon  one  point 
of  policy — that  of  Catholic  Emancipation.  The  moderation  of  lord  Liverpool 
prevented  that  difference  operating  in  the  slightest  degree  against  the  cordial 
support  of  his  friend's  liberal  foreign  policy,  and  that  support  of  the  Prime 
Minister  carried  the  Foreign  Secretary  through  the  opposition  which  other* 
wise  might  have  overwhelmed  him.  This  prop  was  gone,  and  he  must  now 
trust  to  his  own  resources  to  contend  with  or  to  propitiate  jealous  colleagues, 
or  retire  at  once  from  the  position  which  he  had  won  by  his  administrative 
talents  and  his  unrivalled  eloquence.  The  Catholic  question  wss  the  chief 
barrier  which  opposed  his  natural  claim  to  be  the  head  of  a  ministry  such  as 
existed  under  lord  Liverpool.  It  was  a  time  when  the  advocates  and  the 
oppoeen  of  relief  to  the  Catholics  would  be  pitted  against  each  other,  and  no 
possible  doubt  could  be  entertained  of  the  consistency  with  which  the  leaders 
of  each  party  would  maintain  their  opinions.  On  the  5th  of  Margh  sir 
Francis  Burdett  had  proposed  a  resolution,  **That  this  House  is  deeply 
impressed  with  the  expediency  of  taking  into  consideration  the  laws  imposing 
ciidl  disabilities  on  his  Msjesty's  Boman  Catholic  subjects,  with  a  view  to 
their  relief."  In  the  adjourned  debate  on  the  6th,  Mr.  Secretary  Peel  and 
Mr.  Secretary  Canning  were  distinctly  marshalled  against  each  other ;  and 
€acfa,  without  any  direct  personal  allusions,  sufficiently  expressed  his  own 
views  for  the  guidance  of  his  followers.  Mr.  Peel,  alluding  to  the  death  of 
the  duke  of  York,  and  the  incapacity  of  lord  Liverpool,  declared  that  he  had 
now  an  opportunity  of  showing  his  adherence  to  those  tenets  which  he  had 
formerly  espoused — of  showing  that  he  stood  by  his  opinions  when  the 
influence  and  authority  which  might  have  given  them  currency  was  gone, 
**  and  when  it  was  impossible,  he  believed,  that  in  the  mind  of  any  human 
being  he  could  stand  suspected  of  pursuing  his  principles  with  any  view  to 
favour  or  personal  aggrandisement."  X  ^^^  biographer  of  sir  Bobert  Peel, 
his  diplomatic  friend  and  ardent  admirer,  says-  that  this  language  did  not 

*  Twisa,  vol,  ii.  p.  588. 
t  StapletOD,  p.  680. 
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meet  with  entire  credence,  it  being  a  prevalent  opinion  that  as  Mr.  Canmng 
was  growing  daily  in  influence  with  the  liberal  party,  Mr.  Peel  was  anxious 
on  his  side  to  secure  to  himself  the  firm  support  of  the  Tories,  "  in  order  to 
raise  himself  eventually  to  the  head  of  the  government."  *  Mr.  Canning,  in 
his  reply,  glanced  with  a  very  intelligible  meaning  at  the  consequences  that 
would  result  from  throwing  away  any  chance  of  improving  the  condition  of 
Ireland,  if  a  ministry  wholly  Anti- Catholic  should  carry  into  effect  the 
doctrine  of  Mr.  Peel,  that  the  troubles  and  difficulties  of  that  country  should 
be  met  by  firmness  and  decision  : — "  Eirmness  and  decision,  sir,  are  admirable 
qualities ;  but  they  are  virtues  or  vices  according  as  they  are  used.  I  will 
not  take  them  in  the  uufavburable  sense  in  which  they  have  been  taken 
generally,  by  the  ears  which  have  heard  them  this  night ;  for  if  I  did,  I 
should  not  envy  the  hand  on  which  would  devolve  the  task  of  carrying  such  a 
system  into  effect. '*  t  The  king  had  quickly  to  determine  upon  his  choice, 
not  of  either  of  the  principles  avowed  by  these  two  parliamentairy  leaders, 
but  of  the  possibility  of  reconciling  those  differences  of  opinion  under  a 
premiership  which  might  allow  the  continuance  of  that  system  of  compromise 
which  made  the  Catholic  question  an  open  one  for  the  Cabinet.  The  king 
consulted  the  duke  of  "Wellington,  Mr.  Peel,  and  Mr.  Canning.  These 
ministers  had  repeated  conferences  with  each  other,  but  no  solution  of  the 
difficulty  could  be  arrived  at.  There  was  no  one  to  be  found,  either  Pro- 
Catholic  or  Anti-Catholic,  who  could  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  govern- 
ment with  the  same  power  and  influence  as  lord  Liverpool  had  exercised  for 
continuing  the  system  of  compromise.  Mr.  Canning  saw  the  difficulty,  and 
offered  to  retire  if  the  king  could  form  an  administration  wholly  composed  of 
persons  thinking  as  the  king  himself  thought.  His  Majesty  did  not  see  the 
possibility  of  maintaining  such  a  ministry ;  and  finally  ou  the  10th  of  April, 
gave  his  commands  to  Mr.  Canning  to  prepare,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible, 
a  plan  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  administration.  X 

On  the  12th  of  April  a  new  writ  for  the  borough  of  Newport  was  moved 
in  th^  House  of  Commons,  in  consequence  of  the  acceptance  by  Mr.  Can- 
ning of  the  office  of  Pirst  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  At  the  same  time  it  was 
agreed  that  the  House  should  adjourn  till  the  1st  of  May.  During  this 
interval  the  greatest  excitement  prevailed,  not  only  amongst  political  parti- 
sans, but  in  every  circle  in  which  the  characters  and  opinions  of  public  men 
formed  subjects  of  discussion.  The  commanding  talents  and  the  liberal  policy 
of  Mr.  Canning  produced  a  very  extended  hope  that  he  would  be  able  to 
maintain  his  great  position  against  the  attacks  of  his  numerous  enemies. 
At  this  time  lord  Eldon  wrote — "  the  whole  conversation  in  this  town  is 
made  up  of  abusive,  bitterly  abusive,  talk  of  people  about  each  other— all 
fire  and  flame ;  I  have  known  nothing  like  it.*'  §  It  was  pretty  generally 
known  that  the  offers  of  Mr.  Canning  to  six  of  his  late  colleagues  in  the 
Cabinet  had  been  either  contemptuously  or  civilly  rejected.  Those  of  his 
colleagues  who  resignejd  their  offices  before  or  on  the  12th,  were — the  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  duke  of  Wellington,  lord  Westmoreland,  lord  Bathurst,  lord 

•  Gnizot,  "  MemoirB  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,"  p.  28. 

t  **  Hansard,"  toI  xvi.  coL  1007. 

X  See  Note  at  the  end  of  this  chapter. 
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Bexley,  and  Mr.  Peel.  Mr.  CanniDg  went  into  the  King's  closet  and  said, 
presenting  these  letters  of  resignation  to  the  King,  ''Here,  sire,  is  that 
which  disables  me  from  executing  the  orders  I  have  received  from  you 
respecting  the  formation  of  a  new  administration.  It  is  now  open  to  your 
Majesty  to  adopt  a  new  course."  The  King  gave  Mr.  Canning  his  hand  to 
kiss,  and  the  minister  had  to  look  around  for  new  supporters.  Lord  Bexley 
afterwards  withdrew  his  resignation.  Lord  Melville  retired  from  the  office 
of  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  duke  of  Clarence  was  appointed 
Lord-High- Admiral.  The  duke  of  Wellington,  contrary  to  the  desire  of  the 
King  and  his  minister,  subsequently  resigned,  in  addition  to  his  seat  in 
the  Cabinet,  his  office  of  Commander-in-Chief.  When  the  Houses  met,  after 
the  Easter  recess,  on  the  1st  of  May,  Mr.  Canning  had  completed  the  forma- 
tion of  his  ministry.*  On  that  day  all  the  avenues  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons were  crowded  by  persons  anxious « to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  minister 
60  beloved  and  trusted,  so  feared  and  hated.  He  walked  up  the  old  staircase 
which  led  to  the  lobby  with  a  firm  and  agile  step,  and  one  of  the  crowd,  at 
least,  who  looked  upon  his  radiant  face,  thought  of  Burke's  famous  descrip- 
tion of  Conway,  "hope  elevated  and  joy  brightened  his  crest."t  The 
House  of  Commons  on  that  night  presented  an  unusual  spectacle.  Sir 
Prancis  Burdett  and  Mr.  Tierney  sat  immediately  behind  the  minister.  Mr. 
Brougham  took  his  seat  on  the  ministerial  side ;  with  other  members  who 
three  weeks  previously  had  sat  on  the  benches  of  Opposition.  In  the  House  of 
Peers,  lord  Lyndhurst  was  on  the  woolsack.  Three  new  peers  took  the  oaths, 
viscount  Godcrich  (late  Mr.  Robinson),  lord  Plunkett,  and  lord  Tenterden. 
Mr.  Peel  on  that  night  made  a  most  elaborate  exposition  of  the  causes  which 
had  led  to  the  resignation  of  himself  and  other  members  of  the  late  govern- 
ment. There  was  no  acrimony  in  his  studied  oration.  Mr.  Canning  had  the 
gratifying  assurance  from  Mr.  Brougham,  who  in  the  eminent  position 
which  he  had  won  had  the  right  to  speak  the  sentiments  of  a  large  and 
powerful  body,  that  the  new  government  should  have  his  support,  without 
the  possibility  of  his  taking  office  himself.  Mr.  Canning  made  his  explana- 
tion calmly  as  befitted  his  great  place.  He  could  scarcely  then  have  been 
prepared  for  the  fury  of  the  tempest  with  which  he  was  soon  to  be  assailed. 
In  the  House  of  Commons  he,  with  his  friend  Huskisson  by  his  side,  was  well 
able  to  hold  his  ground  against  any  assailant.  Mr.  Peel  did  not  offer  any 
opposition  to  the  minister  which  could  imply  a  difference  of  opinion 
amounting  to  personal  hostility.  A  few  of  the  immediate  friends  of  Mr. 
Peel  were  not  so  guarded  in  joining  what  has  been  termed  "a  teasing 
opposition."  Some  "of  that  species  of  orators  called  the  yelpers,"  of 
whom  Canning  was  the  terror, — ^for  his  "  lash  would  have  penetrated  the 
hide  of  a  rhinoceros,"  J — were  perpetually  pestering  the  minister  "  to  give 
some  explanation  of  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  dissolution  of 
the  late,  and  the  formation  of  the  present,  administration."  Canning  was 
contented  to  say,  "  I  will  not  answer  a  single  question  relative  to  the  late 
transactions,  unless  it  be  brought  forward  as  a  motion."     Mr.  Brougham 

*  We  gixe,  at  tlie  end  of  this  chapter,  a  list  of  the'AdminlBtration  as  it  stood  on  the  1st  of 
May,  and  as  it  was  modified  before  the  close  of  the  session. 
f  See  ante,  vol.  vi  p.  284. 
t  Scott>  Piary  in  Lockhart*s  "  Life,"  toI.  viL  ^  , 
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steadilj  supported  Mr.  Canniog  in  this  determination,  declaring  that  such 
questions  were  really  suggested  for  the  sake  of  excifcing  unfair  and  irregular 
discussions.  Alluding  to  the  same  tactics  that  had  been  practised  in  another 
.place,  he  could  only  express  his  unfeigned  regret  that  a  prayer  that  he  had 
heard  on  the  previous  Sunday  had  not  hitherto  been  fulfilled — ^that  it  had  not 
yet  pleased  Divine  providence  ''  to  endue  all  the  nobility  with  grace,  wisdom, 
and  understanding."  Such  an  enlightenment  might  have  saved  a  great  states- 
man from  what  appeared  to  many  as  a  blot  upon  his  otherwise  high-minded 
career.  One  of  the  roost  judicious  politicians  of  another  country  has  spared 
us  the  pain  of  expressing  our  own  opinions  upon  the  conduct  of  the  most 
distinguished  amongst  the  Whigs :  "  Attacked  in  the  House  of  Peers  by 
lord  Grey  with  haughty  and  contemptuous  violence,  Mr.  Canning  had  been 
but  feebly  defended  by  his  unskilful  and  intimidated  friends  in  that  House ; 
and  he  was  so  much  wounded  at  this,  that  for  a  moment,  it  is  said,  he  enter- 
tained the  idea  of  resigning  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons  and  obtaining 
a  peerage,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  his  policy  and 
honour  in  the  House  of  Lords."  *  He  might  have  calmly  said,  with  Lear, 
"  The  little  dogs  and  all,  see,  they  bark  at  me ;"  but  ''  tooth  that  poisons 
if  it  bite "  would  leave  a  rankling  wound.  The  duke  of  Newcastle  might 
call  upon  every  friend  of  his  country  to  aid  in  dispossessing  ^'  one  who 
was  the  most  profligate  minister  who  had  ever  been  placed  in  power."  Such 
impotent  rage  carried  its  own  antidote.  But  lord  Grey  was  of  another  order 
of  minds.  Lord  Holland  stood  up  boldly  to  defend  himself  and  his  friends  from 
the  charge  of  having  given  an  unworthy  support  to  the  minister  thus  assailed 
by  the  strong  and  the  impotent.  He  showed,  as  Mr.  Brougham  had  shown, 
how  the  liberal  opinions  of  Mr.  Canning  claimed  support  from  those  who 
professed  similar  principles. 

The  attack  by  lord  Grey  upon  Mr.  Canning's  foreign  policy  was  not 
difficult  of  refutation.  But  there  was  one  point  of  material  importance 
upon  which  lord  Grey  must  have  known  that  he  could  not  receive  an  answer 
when  he  said,  *'  I  ask  of  the  noble  lords  opposite,  or  of  any  one  of  them,  to 
answer  me,  aye  or  no, — ^has  or  has  not  an  engagement  been  entered  into 
not  to  bring  forward  the  Catholic  question  as  a  measure  of  government  P*' 
He  added,  **  If  such  an  engagement  have  been  made,  that  at  once  settles 
my  mind,  because  it  is  a  principle  which  I  have  always  opposed.  It  is 
nothing  less  than  that  which  in  1807  I  rejected,  and  to  which  nothing  shall 
ever  induce  me  to  agree."  t  It  is  possible  that  the  somewhat  loose  manner 
in  which  George  lY.  was  accustomed  to  talk  of  state  affairs  to  his  familiar 
friends,  and  which  thus  became  the  tattle  of  the  Court  circle,  might  have 
warranted  lord  Grey  in  more  than  insinuating  against  the  conduct  of  the 
Prime  Minister  that  he  had  given  an  unconstitutional  pledge  such  as  had  been 
refused  by  the  ministry  of  which  lord  Grey  himself  formed  a  part  in  1807.  X 
But  the  confidences  of  his  majesty  extended  beyond  those  amongst  whom  he 
passed  a  life  of  gentle  dalliance  and  practical  jokes  at  the  Lodge  in  Windsor 
Great  Park.    The  duke  of  Buckingham,  whom  he  had  raised  to  the  loftiest 

♦  Guifol,  "Mcmoira  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,"  p.  81. 
+  "  Hanaard,"  voL  xrii.  col.  724. 
:|:  AnU,  vol.  tu.  p.  492. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


182t.]  CALUMKT.AaAIKBT  MB.  GANNIKG.  207 

eminence  of  tlie  Peerage,  relates,  in  the  *'  Private  Diarj  "  wliich  the  lapae  of 
thirtj-five  years  has  brought  to  light,  that  the  king  unbosomed  himself  to 
him  in  the  most  unreserved  manner  as  to  the  recent  changes  of  administration. 
The  duke  was  very  wroth  with  Mr.  Canning,  who  had  not  propitiated  him  bj 
the  offer  of  some  great  office,  although  the  OrenviUes  were  represented  in  the 
Cabinet ;  and  he  was  himself  friendly  to  Catholic  Emancipation.  The  con- 
versation turned  upon  this  absorbing  question :  ^'  Canning,'*  said  the  king, 
''has  pledged  himself  never  to  press  me  upon  that  subject,  and  never  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Cabinet  that  does."  His  majesty  added,  with  an  oath,  that  the 
moment  his  minister  "  changed  his  line  he  goes."*  We  can  understand  how 
the  king's  uncontradicted  talk  might  have  provoked  the  indignation  of  lord 
Orey  against  one  whom  he  deemed  ready  to  sacrifice  honour  for  power.  Two 
years  afterwards  his  majesty  repeated  the  same  narrative  of  what  passed  in  the 
closet  when  there  was  no  witness  present.  On  the  28th  of  March,  1829,  when 
lord  Eldon  was  using  his  influence  over  his  sovereign  to  prevent  the 
Catholic  Belief  Bill  proposed  by  the  duke  of  Wellington  and  sir  Bobert  Peel 
becoming  law,  the  ex-chancellor  makes  this  entry  in  his  Diary :  ^  His  majesty 
employed  a  very  considerable  portion  of  time  in  stating  all  that  he  repre- 
sented to  have  passed  when  Mr.  Canning  was  made  minister,  and  expressly 
stated  that  Mr.  C.  would  never,  and  that  he  had  engaged  that  he  would 
never,  allow  him  to  be  troubled  about  the  Soman  Catholic  question."  f  In 
the  **  Memoirs  by  Sir  Bobert  Peel " — ^those  most  interesting  revelations  pub- 
lished by  the  trustees  of  his  papers, — ^this  passage  from  the  Diary  of  lord 
Eldon  is  quoted  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  appending  to  it  a  vindication  of 
the  character  of  the  man  of  whom  Mr.  Peel  said  in  the  great  debate  on  the 
Catholic  Belief  Bill  in  1829, — wishing  that  Mr.  Canning  were  alive  to  reap 
the  harvest  which  he  sowed,  and  to  enjoy  the  triumph  which  he  gained, — '*  I 
was  on  terms  of  the  most  friendly  intimacy  with  my  right  honourable  friend, 
down  even  to  the  day  of  his  death."  The  testimony  to  the  political  integrity 
of  Mr.  Canning  upon  the  question  of  Catholic  Emancipation  in  1827  is  as 
follows : — "  There  must,  no  doubt,  have  been  some  misapprehension  on  the 
king's  mind  as  to  the  engagement  or  intentions  of  Mr.  Canning  with  regard  to 
the  Catholic  question.  I  feel  very  confident  that  Mr.  Canning  would  not  have 
accepted  office  having  entered  into  any  engagement,  or  given  any  assurances, 
which  would  have  the  effect  of  placing  his  government  and  himself  in  that 
relation  to  George  the  Fourth  with  respect  to  the  Catholic  question  in  which 
preceding  ministers  had  stood  to  George  the  Third."  %  What  Sir  Bobert 
Peelconduded  to  have  been  "a  misapprehension  on  the  king's  mind"  has 
been  designated  by  a  coarser  term  in  the  *^  Private  Diary  "  of  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  which  contains  these  entries :  July  17 — ^Beceived  a  letter  from 
George  [Lord  Nugent]—-'*  He  treats  the  pledge  of  Canning  not  to  press  the 
Catholic  question  as  a  lie  of  the  •king's."  ....  July  19 — ''I  had  a 
long  letter  from  George,  strongly  urgent  against  the  line  which  I  have 
adopted^  and  declaring  the  king  to  tell  falsehoods,  and  to  intend  to 
deceive."  § 

*  "Prinkte  Dkry  of  Richaid,  Duke  of  Bnckingham,"  1862,  toL  i.  pp.  18  and  IL 

t  Twin,  «'Lif6  of  Lord  Bldon,"  toI.  iii.  p.  82. 

t  "Memoirs  by  Sir  Kobcrt  Peel,"  vol.  i.  p.  275. 

i  "  PltiTftte  I>iAr7,*'  toI.  i  p.  21.    See  Note  at  end  of  thiB  chapter. 
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During  the  two  months  in  which  the  Session  was  continued  after  the 
re-assemblitig  of  Parliament  on  the  1st  of  May,  the  irregular  discussions  in 
both  Houses  left  but  little  opportunity  for  real  progress  in  the  nation's  busi- 
ness. The  personal  hostility  to  Mr.  Canning,  which  the  duke  of  Wellington 
almost  acknowledged,  was  something  strange  in  parliamentary  tactics,  and 
some  attributed  it  to  the  traditional  jealousy  of  the  aristocracy,  whether  Whig 
or  Tory,  that  a  plebeian — an  adventurer — should  presume  to  take  the  helm 
of  the  State  instead  of  one  of  their  "  Order.'*  Others  ascribed  the  personal 
attacks  of  many  peers  and  commoners  to  that  hatred  of  genius,  too  often 
entertained  by  mediocrity  of  understanding.  The  incessant  exhibition  of  this 
spirit  rendered  it  impossible  for  the  minister  either  to  make  a  triumphant 
display  of  his  oratorical  power,  or  to  carry  through  any  measure  of  great 
public  importance.  He  spoke  for  the  last  time  on  the  18th  of  June,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Corn-trade.     The  Session  was  closed  on  the  2nd  of  July. 

When  men  were  speculating  in  February  on  the  probable  successor 
of  lord  Liverpool,  lord  EI  don  wrote,  "  I  should  suppose  Canning's  health 
would  not  let  him  undertake  the  labour  of  the  situation;  but  ambition 
will  attempt  anything."*  The  prorogation  of  Parliament  did  not  pro- 
duce the  usual  effect  of  comparative  relaxation  upon  the  toil-worn 
Minister.  Four  years  previous,  Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  Huskisson,  and  Mr. 
Robinson  were  described  after  a  prorogation,  as  "boys  let  loose  from 
school."  The  American  minister  who  was  thus  astonished  at  the  deport- 
ment of  grave  statesmen,  was  more  astonished  wJien  the  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  after  dinner,  proposed  that  the  company  should  play  at  the 
game  of  "  Twenty  Questions."  Complete  relaxation,  however  impaired  may 
be  the  health  of  a  Prime  Minister,  is  one  of  the  few  things  which  he  is 
utterly  powerless  to  command.  Mr.  Canning  had  an  interview  with  the 
king  on  the  30th  of  July,  when  his  majesty  was  so  struck  by  the  looks  of 
the  Premier,  to  whom  he  had  given  a  cordial  support,  that  he  sent  his  own 
physician  to  attend  him.  The  next  day  Mr.  Canning  had  to  work  in 
Downing-street.  The  duke  of  Devonshire  had  lent  him  his  villa  at  Chiswick, 
in  the  belief  that  change  of  air  would  restore  him.  He  occupied  the  bed- 
room in  which  Fox  had  died.  On  the  31st  a  few  friends  had  dined  with 
him  ;  but  he  retired  early.  The  suffering  from  internal  inflammation  which 
he  felt  on  that  last  night  of  July,  terminated  in  his  death  on  the  8th  of 
August.  He  was  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey  on  the  16th  in  the  moat 
private  manner.  But  the  universal  display  of  sorrow  told  more  than  any 
funereal  pomp  that  a  great  man  had  departed. 

The  settlement  of  a  treaty  between  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Bussia, 
on  the  subject  of  the  affairs  of  Grreece,  was  the  latest,  as  it  was  amongst  the 
most  important,  of  the  official  acts  of  Mr.  Canning.  That  treaty  was  signed 
on  the  7th  of  July,  1827.  Forty  years  had  elapsed  since,  a  schoolboy  at 
Eton,  he  had  written  a  very  eloquent  poem  on  "  The  Slavery  of  Greece."  He 
painted  the  ancient  glories  of  her  arms  and  her  arts;  he  evoked  the 
great  names  of  her  philosophers  and  her  poets,  to  point  the  contrast  of 
her  glories  fading  into  shame, — servitude  binding  in  its  galling  chain  those 
who  had  stood  up  against  Asia's  millions, — cities  mouldering, — the  fallen 

*  Twiss,  vol.  ii.  p.  588. 
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column  on  tbe  dusty  ground, — worst  of  all,  the  sons  of  the  freedom-breathing 
land  sighing  in  abject  bondage,  groaning  at  the  labours  of  the  oar  or  of  the 
mine,  trembling  before 

**  The  gliiVring  tyranxiy  of  Otliinaii*8  sons.**  * 

The  position  of  Greece  since  1821  was  such  as  to  arouse  the  deepest 
sympathies  of  every  Englishman  who  knew  anything  of  her  ancient  story. 
The  Greeks  in  that  year,  seizing  the  opportunity  of  a  war  between  the  sultan 
and  All  Pasha,  rose  in  revolt.  A  proclamation  issued  by  tbe  archbishop  of 
Patras  produced  a  general  insurrection.  For  six  years  a  cruel  and  devastating 
war  had  gone  on,  in  which  the  Greeks,  at  first  successful,  had  more  and  more 
quailed  before  the  greater  force  which  the  Porte  was  able  at  last  to  bring 
against  them,  by  employing  the  disciplined  troops  of  the  pasha  of  Egypt. 
The  story  of  this  wA  has  a  peculiar  interest  to  us  in  connection  with  the 
individual  efforts  of  Englishmen  to  promote  this  struggle  for  freedom, — of 
Byron,  who  died  at  Missolonghi  with  "  Greece"  on  his  lips, — of  Cochrane,  whose 
hopes  of  rousing  the  Greek  leaders  to  decisive  and  unanimous  action  came 
to  an  end  when  all  was  lost  at  the  great  battle  before  Athens.  In  September, 
1826,  the  Divan  having  obstinately  refused  to  enter  into  negotiations  with 
those  over  whom  they  considered  themselves  the  absolute  masters, — those 
**  who  form  part  of  the  nations  inhabiting  tbe  countries  conquered  ages  ago 
by  the  Ottoman  arms/'t — ^the  British  Government  proposed  to  Bussia  that  the 
Porte  should  be  apprised  that  the  result  of  this  obstinacy  would  be  the 
recognition  of  tbe  independence  of  Greece.  What,  according  to  international 
laws,  should  be  tbe  basis  of  this  recognition,  was  clearly  laid  down  by  Mr. 
Canning.  The  Turks  were  to  be  told  that  Great  Britain  and  Bussia  "  would 
look  to  Greece  with  an  eye  of  favour,  and  with  a  disposition  to  seize  the  first 
occasion  of  recognizing,  as  an  independent  state,  such  portion  of  her  territory 
as  should  have  freed  itself  from  Turkish  dominion ;  provided  that  such  state 
should  have  shown  itself  substantially  capable  of  maintaining  an  independent 
existence,  of  carrying  on  a  government  of  its  own,  of  controlling  its  own 
military  and  naval  forces,  and  of  being  responsible  to  other  nations  for  the 
observance  of  international  laws  and  tbe  discharge  of  international  duties." 
Such  was  the  exposition  which  the  British  government  then  adopted,  in  the 
affairs  of  Greece,  of  the  principles  which  should  determine  the  recognition  of  the 
independence  of  a  revolting  or  separating  state.  The  principle  of  what  should 
constitute  a  belligerent  was  laid  down  with  equal  clearness  by  Mr.  Canning  at 
an  earlier  stage  of  this  conflict :  "  The  character  of  belligerency  is  not  so  much 
a  principle  as  a  fact.  A  certain  degree  of  force  and  consistency  acquired  by 
any  mass  of  population  engaged  in  war  entitles  that  population  to  be  treated  as 
a  belligerent,  and  even  if  their  title  were  questionable  renders  it  tbe  interest, 
well  understood,  of  all  civilized  nations  so  to  treat  them.  For  what  is  the 
alternative  P  A  power  or  community  (wbicbever  it  may  be  called)  which  is 
at  war  with  another,  and  which  covers  the  sea  with  its  cruisers,  must  either 
be  acknowledged  as  a  belligerent,  or  treated  as  a  pirate." 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  tbe  treaty  of  July,  1827,  it  was  agreed  that 
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instructions  should  be  sent  to  the  representatives  at  Constantinople  of  tbe 
three  contracting  Powers  that  they  should  present  a  joint  declaration  to  the 
Divan,  stating  that  as  the  war  of  extermination  had  been  prolonged  for  six 
years,  producing  results  shocking  to  humanity,  and  inflicting  intolerable 
injury  on  the  commerce  of  all  nations,  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  admit  that 
the  fate  of  Greece  concerned  exclusively  the  Ottoman  Porte.  They  were  to 
offer  their  mediation  between  the  Sublime  Porte  and  the  Greeks  to  put  an 
end  to  the  war,  to  settle  by  amicable  negotiation  the  relations  which  ought 
for  the  future  to  exist  between  them,  and  to  propose  that  all  acts  of  hostility 
should  be  suspended  by  an  armistice.  A  similar  proposition  should  be  made 
to  the  Greeks.  A  month  was  to  be  given  to  the  Ottoman  Porte  to  make 
known  its  determination.  If  no  answer  were  returned,  or  an  evasive  answer 
were  given,  the  Divan  was  to  be  informed  that  the  three  Powers  would 
themselves  interfere  to  establish  an  armistice.  AlthAigh  the  admirals  of 
the  allied  squadrons  of  the  three  Powers  were  to  bo  instructed  to  take 
coercive  measures  to  enforce  an  armistice,  they  were  to  be  warned  against 
any  hostile  step  which  would  be  contrary  to  the  pacific  character  which  the 
three  Powers  were  desirous  to  impart  to  their  interference.,' 

Such  were  the  views  of  a  statesman  who,  ardently  desiring  the  pre- 
servation of  peace,  would  not  hesitate  to  enforce  the  true  principles  of 
international  law  that  should  govern  the  recognition  of  a  belligerent  Power, 
and  of  a  State  claiming  to  be  independent.  These  were  principles  which 
would  remain  for  our  guidance  in  all  future  questions  involving  a  similar 
exercise  of  discretion  and  forbearance,  but  calling  for  resolute  action  when  it 
might  become  necessary  to  assert  the  right  of  civilized  communities  to  decide 
upon  such  questions  without  reference  to  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  the 
contending  parties.  Mr.  Canning  was  most  anxious,  in  the  terrible 
conflict  between  Turks  and  Greeks,  to  avoid  any  course  of  action  which 
would  lead  to  direct  hostilities,  and  especially  to  avert  the  possible  danger 
of  a  policy  of  absolute  neutrality  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  which  might 
have  placed  the  Turkish  empire  at  the  feet  of  Bussia.  By  completing  the 
treaty  with  Eussia  and  Prance,  he  secured  that  co-operation  which  would 
prevent  that  separate  action  of  Eussia  which  would  have  necessarily  resulted 
in  her  own  aggrandizement.  All  the  complicated  previous  negotiations  for 
the  pacification  of  Greece  had  reference  to  this  difficulty. 


THE  CABINET  OF  ME.  CANNING. 

Earl  of  Harrowby ....     President  of  the  Council  ;    Bueceeded  by  the  Buke  of 

Portland. 
Lord  Lyndhnrst         .        ...     Lord  Chancellor. 

Dnke  of  Portland  ....     Lord  Privy  Seal ;  sncceeded  by  the  Earl  of  Carlisle, 
liight  Hon.  George  Canning        .     .     First    Lord    of  the    Treasary,    and    Chancellor  of   the 

Exchequer. 
Eight  Hon.  W.  S.  Bourne  .     .        .    Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department ;  succeeded 

by  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne. 
Viscount  Dudley  and  Ward        .     •     Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
Viscount  Goderich  .        .     Secretary  of  State  for  the  Department  of  War  and  Colonies. 

Bight  Hon  C.  W.  W.  Wynn       .     .     President  of  the  Board  of  Control. 
Lord  Bezley  ....    Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster. 

Itight  Hon.  William  Huskisson  .     .     Treasurer  of  the  Na\7,  and  President  of  Board  of  Trade. 
Viscount  Palmerston      .        .         .     Secretary-at-War. 
Eight  Hon.  George  Tieruey        .     .     Master  of  the  Mint 
£arl  of  Carlisle     ....     First  Commissioner  of  Woods  and  Forests ;  succeeded  by 

the  Eight  Hon.  W,  S.  Bourne.         r^  t 

_^   zedbyLjOOgle 


211 


NOTE  ON  THE  NEGOTIATIONS  WHICH  PRECEDED  MR.  CANNING'S 

PREMIERSHIP. 

The  editor  of  the  "  Private  Diary  "  of  the  duke  of  Buckingham  announces  that 
portion  which  relates  to  an  audience  of  George  IV.  as  of  singular  interest :  "  such 
an  exposition  of  ministerial  intrigue  does  not  exist  in  any  published  work."  We 
are  constrained  to  believe  that  the  whole  of  the  exposition,  whether  relating  to  the 
dake  of  Wellington,  Mr.  Peel,  or  Mr.  Canning,  is,  for  the  most  part,  a  Ggment  of 
tke  king's.  We  have  noticed  in  the  text  what  his  Majesty  said  as  to  a  pledge 
given  by  Mr.  Canning  (p.  207).  W©  have  a  few  words  to  write  upon  what  the 
duke  of  Buckingham  accepted  as  a  story  clearly  made  out  "  against  Peel  and  the 
duke  of  Wellington,  the  truth  of  which  I  cannot  doubt."  Twice,  said  the  king, 
he  saw  the  duke  of  Wellington,  and  ^wice  the  duke  said  that  "  he  could  not  be 
Hs  minister" — "the  duke  persevered  in  excluding  himself."  The  king  went  on 
to  say  that  '^  at  last  Peel,  who  had  kept  a  very  high  and  mighty  bearing  "  agreed 
to  meet  Canning,  and  after  this  meeting  wrote  to  him  to  say  that  one  had  been 
suggested  as  Premier  whose  name  he  did  not  like  to  put  in  writing  ;  that  delays 
intervened,  and  that  at  last  "  Peel  came  to  the  king  and  thundered  out  the  duke 
of  Wellington's  name,"  upon  which  his  majesty  said  that  ^'having  been  refused 
twice  by  the  duke  himself,"  he  would  not,  "  in  the  eleventh  hour,  have  a  man 
crammed  down  his  throat."  Peel  then  refused  to  act  with  Canning ;  the  king 
refused  to  accept  Wellington  ;  named  Canning  as  his  minister  ;  and  then  the 
resignations  took  place. 

Ilie  circumstances  thus  recorded  and  credited  are  totally  at  variance  with  the 
statements  and  documents  published  by  Mr.  Stapleton  in  1859.  Mr.  Canning 
had  a  long  audience  of  the  king  on  the  27th  of  March,  the  particulars  of  which 
are  minutely  detailed  in  a  paper  dictated  by  him  to  his  secretary.  Between  the 
3l3t  of  March  and  the  6th  of  April,  he  had  no  commimication  with  the  king  on 
the  subject  of  the  cabinet  arrangements  ;  but  he  had  frequent  conferences  with  the 
duke  of  Wellington  and  Mr.  Peel.  On  the  9th  of  April,  Mr.  Canning,  by  the 
inwf$  command^  saw  Mr.  Peel,  "  who  came  for  the  purpose  of  stating  the  name  of 
an  individual  whose  appointment  as  premier  Mr.  Peel  conceived  likely  to  solve  all 
difficulties."  That  individual  was  the  duke  of  Wellington.  Under  him  Mr.  Can- 
ning declined  to  serve,  as  the  duke  ''  for  years  had  been  combating  in  the  cabinet 
^fr.  Canning's  system  of  foreign  policy."  On  the  next  day  the  king  gave  his 
commands  to  Mr.  Canning  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  adminis- 
tration. The  '^  story  clearly  made  out  against  Mr.  Peel  and  the  duke  of 
Wellington,"  like  many  other  stories,  is  destroyed  by  a  little  cross-examination. 
So  far  from  the  king  refusing  the  duke  of  Wellington,  he  sent  Mr.  Peel  to  Mr. 
Canning  to  endeavour  to  induce  him  to  accept  the  duke  as  the  Anti-Catholic  head 
of  the  Ministry. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


India — Retrospect  from  1807  to  1826 — Lord  Minto  Governor-General— Mutiny  of  Officers  at 
Madras — Trade  of  India  thrown  open — Government  of  the  Marquess  of  Hastings — War 
with  Nepaul — War  \rith  the  Pindarees — The  War  terminated,  and  the  Mahratta  Con- 
federacy broken  up — Conquest  of  Ceylon — Singapore — Malacca — Lord  Amherst  Governor- 
General — War  with  the  Birm.in  Empire — Campaign  of  Sir  Archibald  Campbell — Peace 
Avith  the  Birmese — Bombardment  and  Capture  of  Bhnrtpore — Regulation  of  the  Press  in 
India — The  case  of  Mr.  Buckingham — Material  progress  of  British  India. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Session  of  Parliament  at  the  end  of  1826,  the 
Houses  were  informed  of  the  termination  of  war  in  the  Biimese  territories, 
and  of  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  highly  honourable  to  the  British  arms  and 
to  the  councils  of  the  British  government  in  India.  From  1824  there  had 
been  war  with  the  Birman  empire,  lord  Amherst  being  Governor- General. 
From  1813  to  1822,  during  the  government  of  the  marquess  of  Hastings,  there 
had  been  war  with  the  jSTepaulese,  and  war  with  the  Pindarees,  the  latter  war 
involving  changes  in  the  relations  of  the  British  power  with  native  princes^ 
which  eventually  led  to  their  complete  submission.  From  1807  to  1812  there 
had  been  war  with  the  Bajah  of  Travancore ;  there  had  been  mutinies  in  the 
native  army ;  and,  by  a  series  of  hostile  operations,  the  British  had  become 
the  sole  European  power  in  India.  Lord  Minto  was  Governor- General 
during  this  first  period,  succeeding  lord  Cornwallis  after  the  very  brief  term 
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of  his  government.*  We  propose  to  take  a  brief  survey  of  the  events 
of  this  period  of  twenty  years,  duriog  which  time  there  had  been  important 
changes  in  the  relations  of  the  State  to  the  East  India  Company,  and  a  general 
impatience  amongst  the  commercial  community  at  the  continuance  of  their 
monopoly,  and  at  the  somewhat  arbitrary  regulations  by  which  it  was  deemed 
necessary  to  uphold  their  exclusive  privileges.  But  there  had  never  been  a 
year  in  which  the  British  empire  in  India  was  not  extending  and  consolidating, 
and  the  same  courage,  fortitude,  and  perseverance  evinced  in  military  enter- 
prises which  first  laid  the  foundations  of  that  empire,  and  would  still  have  to 
sustain  it  through  years  of  danger  and  difficulty.  Nor  let  us  forget  that, 
during  these  twenty  years  in  which  the  native  powers  adverse  to  our  rule  and 
influence  were  either  crushed  or  propitiated,  some  efforts  were  made  to  accom- 
plish a  more  complete  subjection  of  the  native  populations  by  a  civil  rule  of 
justice  and  beneficence,  by  repressing,  as  far  as  was  safe,  the  barbarous  rites 
of  their  idolatries  and  superstitions,  and  by  winning  them  over  to  some  pos- 
sible recognition  of  Christian  principles  by  encouraging  rather  than  repressing 
efiforts  for  their  conversion,  and  by  the  establishment  of  an  Anglican  Church, 
whose  first  bishops  were  tolerant  as  well  as  zealous,  active  in  well-doing,  of 
high  talent,  and  of  blameless  life. 

At  the  beginning  of  1807  India  was  at  peace.  On  the  death  of  the  mar- 
<|ue8s  Cornwallis,  the  powers  of  the  Q-ovemor- General  were  temporarily  exer- 
cised by  sir  George  Barlow,  who  was  subsequently  entrusted  with  the  full 
authority  of  his  post  by  the  Court  of  Directors.  The  Qrenville  administration 
had  just  come  into  office,  and  they  wished  to  bestow  the  appointment  upon 
one  of  their  own  supporters,  and  especially  upon  some  nobleman.  The  har- 
mony that  had  hitherto  subsisted  between  the  two  independent  bodies  in  whom 
was  vested  the  government  of  India,  was  now  interrupted.  The  ministry,  who 
had  at  first  consented  to  the  continuance  in  office  of  sir  George  Barlow,  re- 
called him,  by  an  exercise  of  the  royal  prerogative,  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
Board  of  Directors.  The  debates  in  Parliament  on  this  subject  were  conti- 
nued and  violent.  The  conflict  was  finally  settled  by  the  appointment  of  lord 
Minto.  The  tranquillity  of  his  government  was  after  a  while  seriously  dis- 
turbed by  an  outbreak  against  the  power  of  the  Company  at  Travancore. 
There  was  war  against  the  Bajah  of  this  state,  which  originated  in  a  dispute 
between  his  Dewan,  or  chief  minister,  and  the  British  resident.  His  troops 
were  beaten  in  the  field  during  1808,  and  the  lines  of  Travancore  being  stormed 
at  the  beginning  of  1809,  and  other  forts  captured,  relations  of  amity  between 
the  Company  and  the  Bajah  were  restored.  A  more  serious  danger  arose  out 
of  a  circumstance  which  appears  now  amongst  the  almost  incredible  things  of 
the  past.  The  officers  of  the  Madras  army,  who  had  long  been  stirred  up  to 
discontent,  had  mutinied,  and  lord  Minto,  in  August,  1809,  sailed  for  Madras 
to  quell  this  extraordinary  insubordination  of  British  officers.  There  were 
various  and  contradictory  regulations  existing  in  the  several  Presidencies. 
There  were  inequalities  in  the  rate  of  allowances.  At  Madras,  what  the 
Council  termed  '*  a  very  dangerous  spirit  of  cabal  "  had  been  pointed  out  as 
early  as  March,  1807,  by  the  Council  to  the  Court  of  Directors.  There  was 
there  an  officer  high  in  command,  lieutenant-colonel  St.  Leger,  who  was 
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described  in  the  despatch  of  the  Council  as  '^  the  champion  of  the  rights  of 
the  Company's  army."  Colonel  St.  Leger,  as  well  as  other  officers,  was  sus- 
pended by  an  order  of  the  1st  of  May,  and  then  open  mutiny  burst  out  at 
Hyderabad,  Masulipatam,  Seringapatam,  and  other  places.  On  one  occasion 
only  was  blood  shed  in  this  extraordinary  revolt.  Mauy  of  these  officers  were 
very  young  men,  who  were  incited  to  acts  of  insubordination  by  the  example 
of  their  seniors.  Brave  as  were  the  British  officers  in  the  field,  their  exclu- 
siveness  and  assumption  of  superiority  were  offensive  to  civilians  and  dan- 
gerous in  their  intercourse  with  the  natives.  These  misguided  men  gradually 
returned  to  habits  of  obedience.  In  September  lord  Minto  published  an 
amnesty,  with  the  exception  of  eighteen  officers,  nearly  all  of  whom  chose  to 
resign  rather  than  to  abide  the  judgment  of  a  court-martial.  It  now  became 
the  wish  of  all  to  obliterate  the  painful  remembrance  of  the  past.  During  thia 
alarming  period,  in  which  the  mutiny  of  the  officers  might  have  led  to  the 
entire  disorganization  of  the  Sepoy  army,  the  King's  troops  manifested  the 
most  entire  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Govemor-Oeneral.  Lord  Wel- 
lington, engrossing  as  was  his  duty  in  Spain  in  December  1809,  wrote  from 
Badajoz  to  colonel  Malcolm,  to  express  how  much  he  felt  on  what  had  passed 
in  the  Madras  establishment : — "  I  scarcely  recognize  in  those  transactions 
the  men  for  whom  I  entertained  so  much  respect  and  had  so  much  regard 
a  few  years  back."  Those  transactions,  he  said,  were  "  consequences  of  the 
first  error — that  is,  of  persons  in  authority  making  parfcizans  of  those  pkeed 
under  them,  instead  of  making  all  obey  the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
State."* 

During  the  administration  of  lord  Minto  a  number  of  successful  opera* 
tions  were  undertaken  in  the  Eastern  Archipelago,  which,  in  1810,  gave  us 
possession  of  Amboyna  and  the  Banda  isles,  of  the  island  of  Bourbon,  and  of 
the  Mauritius.  The  most  important  of  these  conquests  was  the  rich  island  of 
Java,  which,  after  a  severe  battle  with  the  Dutch  troops  near  the  capita], 
capitulated  in  1810.  Sir  Stamford  Eaffies,  who  was  appointed  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Java,  described  it  as  "the  other  India."  It  passed  out  of  our 
hands  at  the  Peace — a  circumstance  attributed  by  many  to  the  complete  igno- 
rance of  the  British  government  of  the  great  value  of  this  possession.  The 
policy  of  the  Court  of  Directors  was  to  maintain  peace  as  long  as  possible 
upon  the  continent  of  India,  and  thus  the  depredations  of  the  Findareea  and 
the  Nepaulese  were  not  met  by  the  GK)vemor-Q^neral  with  any  vigorous 
measures  of  repression.  He  demanded  redress  of  the  Bajah  of  Nepaul  for 
the  outrages  of  his  people,  but  he  did  not  make  any  more  effectual  demon- 
stration to  compel  a  less  injurious  conduct.  His  diplomacy  had  for  its  main 
object  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  the  French  in  the  peninsula.  He  con- 
cluded treaties  with  the  Ameers  of  Scinde,  and  with  the  King  of  Caubul,  of 
which  the  terms  of  friendship  were,  that  they  should  restrain  the  French 
from  settling  in  their  territories.  With  Persia,  where  Frantse  was  endeavour- 
ing to  establish  her  influence,  a  treaty  was  concluded,  binding  the  sovereign 
to  resist  the  passage  of  any  European  force  through  his  country  towards 
India. 

The  usual  term  of  a  Govemor-Generars  residence  being  completed,  lord 

*  Beipatches,  vol.  ▼.  p.  SSO. 
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Minto  resigned  in  1813,  and  proceeded  to  England.  He  came  at  a  time 
when  a  material  alteration  waa  at  band  in  the  position  of  the  East  India  Com- 
panj.  Bj  the  Statute  of  Queen  Anne,  and  by  successive  Acts  of  Parliament, 
the  Company  bad  the  exclusive  privilege,  as  regardedEuglish  subjects,  of  trading 
to  all  places  east  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  as  far  as  the  Straits  of  Magal- 
baens.  In  March,  1813,  the  House  of  Commons  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee to  consider  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Company.  The  Government 
proposed  that  the  charter  of  the  Company  should  be  renewed  for  twenty 
years,  during  which  term  they  should  retain  the  exclusive  trade  to  China,  but 
that  the  trade  to  India  should  be  thrown  open  on  certain  conditions.  The 
Gk>vemment  also  proposed  to  appoint  a  bishop  for  India,  and  three  arch- 
deacons. The  Committee  examined  various  witnesses.  The  first  witness  was 
Warren  Hastings,  then  eighty  years  of  age.  He  expressed  his  decided 
opinion  that  the  settlement  of  Europeans  would  be  fraught  with  danger  to 
the  peace  of  the  country  and  the  security  of  the  Company,  and  that  the 
trade  between  India  and  England,  as  then  regulated,  was  far  more  beneficial 
than  if  perfectly  free.  On  the  subject  of  the  propagation  of  Christianity  in 
India,  and  the  proposed  episcopal  establishment,  his  evidence  is  described  as 
having  evinced  "  a  most  philosophic  indifference."*  The  debates  in  both  Houses 
on  the  EesolutionB  occupied  four  months  of  the  session.  A  Bill  was  finally 
passed  by  which  the  trade  to  India  was  thrown  open  as  proposed,  the  terri- 
torial and  commercial  branches  of  the  Company's  affairs  were  separated,  and 
the  king  was  empowered  to  create  a  bishop  of  India,  and  three  archdeacons, 
to  be  paid  by  the  Company. 

Lord  Minto  was  succeeded  as  Governor-General  by  the  earl  of  Moira, 
afterwards  marquess  of  Hastings,  who  took  possession  of  the  government  on 
the  4th  of  October,  1813.  During  1814  and  1815  there  was  war  between 
the  British  and  the  Nepaulese.  This  is  sometimes  called  the  Gorkha  war, 
from  that  portion  of  Nepaul  which  surrounded  Gorkha,  the  capital,  and  which 
was  originally  subject  to  the  separate  rule  of  one  of  the  princes  of  the  Nepaul 
dynasty.  The  Gorkhas  at  the  period  of  the  government  of  the  marquess  of 
Hastings  were  subjecting  all  the  smaller  states  to  their  dominion,  and  were 
able  to  maintain  an  army  of  twelve  thousand  disciplined  men,  who  were 
clothed  and  accoutred  like  the  British  sepoys.  As  they  advanced  towards  the 
British  possessions  on  the  northern  frontier,  they  manifested  a  desire  to  trj 
their  strength  against  the  Company's  troops,  and  exhibited  their  ill-will 
in  1814  by  attacking  two  police-stations  in  the  districts  of  Gotuckpoor  and 
Sarun,  and  by  massacreing  all  the  troops  in  the  garrisons  there.  The  first 
operations  of  the  British  troops  were  unsuccessful ;  but  in  1815  Sir  David 
Ochterlony  was  enabled  to  dislodge  the  Gorkhas  from  their  hill-forts,  and  to 
compel  their  commander,  Ammer  Singh,  to  capitulate.  A  treaty  of  peace  was 
concluded  at  the  end  of  1815,  but  its  ratification  by  the  Bajah  being  withheld, 
a  large  British  army  advanced  to  Khatmandu,  the  present  capital  of  Nepaul. 
The  treaty  was  ratified  and  the  war  concluded  at  the  beginning  of  1816. 
Some  portions  of  territory  were  ceded  to  the  Company ;  but  for  the  most  part 
the  chiefs  who  had  been  expelled  by  the  conquering  Gorkhas  were  restored 
to  ibeir  ancient  possessions. 

*  Thornton,  ''British  Empire  in  India,*'  vol.  iv.  p.  228.  ^  j 
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The  proyinoe  of  Malwa  was  the  chief  seat  of  a  body  of  freebooters,  the 
Plndarees,  who  carried  on  a  war  of  devastatioa  with  peaceful  neighbours,  and 
were  more  formidable  from  their  want  of  that  political  organization  which 
constitutes  a  state.     They  lived  in  separate  societies  of  one  or  two  hundred, 
governed  each  by  its  chief,  but  they  were  always  ready  to  combine  under  one 
supreme  chief  for  the  purposes  of  their  marauding  expeditions.   In  1814  fifteen 
thousand  horsemen  were  assembled  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Nerbudda, 
under  a  leader  named  Cheetoo.  In  October,  1815,  they  seized  the  opportunity 
of  our  troops  being  engaged  in  the  Nepaulese  war  to  cross  the  Nerbudda,  and 
having  plundered  and  devastated  a  territory  of  our  ally,  the  Nizam  of  the 
Decoan,  recrossed  the  Nerbudda  to  prepare  for  another  raid  with  a  greater 
force.     Between  the  6th  of  February  and  the  17th  of  May,  1816,  they  had 
again  collected  an  immense  booty,  with  which  they  retired,  not  only  having 
devastated  the  lands  of  our  allies,  but  within  the  Company's  frontiers  having 
plundered  more  than  three  hundred  villages  and  put  to  death  or  tortured 
more  than  four  thousand  individuals.     These  fierce  and  successful  attacks  of 
the  Pindarees  were  not  solely  instigated  by  their  own  desire  for  the  rich 
booty  of  peaceful  provinces.     They  would  scarcely  have  ventured  to  defy  the 
British  power  had  they  not  been   secretly  supported  by  a  confederacy  of 
Mahratta  potentates.     The  G-overnor-General  had  obtained  certain  infaruoa- 
tion  that  the  Peishwa,  the  Bajah  of  Nagpore,  Scindia,  Holkar  the  younger, 
and  Ameer  Khan,  were  preparing  in  concert  with  the  Pindarees  to  invade 
the  Company's  territories  whilst  our  troops  were  engaged  in  the  Nepaulese  war. 
The  Governor-Gkneral,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  with  Nepaul,  applied  to 
the  authorities  at  home  for  permission  to  carry  on  the  war  with  the  Pindareea 
upon  a  great  scale.     Till  this  permission  should  arrive  he  had  only  to  keep 
the  Bengal  army  in  advanced  cantonments.     When  his  warrant  for  extended 
operations  did  arrive,  the  marquess  of  Hastings  was  ready  with  an  army  in 
each  of  the  three  presidencies  to  take  the  field  against  the  Pindarees,  and 
apfainst  all  their  open  or  secret  supporters.     The  immensity  of  bis  prepara- 
tions, says  a  French  writer,  was  determined  by  the  importance  of  his  designs. 
"  The  Governor- Qeneral  took  the  resolution  to  complete  the  plan  conceived 
long  before  and  pursued  without  relaxation  by  his  predecessors  —the  absolute 
conquest  of  the  Peninsula."*     Whether  or  no  such  a  design,  which  was 
regarded  at  home  as  a  dream  of  ambition,  had  urged  the  marquess  of  Hastings 
to  undertake  a  war  of  enormous  magnitude,  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  issue 
of  that  war  was  another  most  decided  advance  in  the  assertion  of  our  supre- 
macy, which  manifestly  tended  to  "  the  absolute  conquest  of  the  Peninsula." 

At  the  end  of  September,  1817,  orders  were  issued  for  a  simultaneous 
movement  of  the  army  of  Bengal  under  the  command  of  the  Governor- 
General,  of  the  army  of  the  Deccan  under  the  command  of  sir  Thomas  Hislop, 
and  of  various  corps  from  difierent  stations,  each  marching  to  points  from 
which  the  Pindarees  could  be  surrounded,  and  at  the  same  time  their  Mah- 
ratta and  other  supporters  prevented  from  uniting  their  forces.  It  is  not 
within  our  limits  to  attempt  any  detail  of  this  very  complicated  warfare. 
The  war  with  the  Pindarees  was  terminated  in  the  spring  of  1818,  with  the 
entire  destruction  or  dispersion  of  these  terrible    marauders.     The   best 

•  **  Animaiw  Historique,"  1818,  p.  357. 
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hifitorian  of  the  events  which  led  to  this  most  desirable  result  is  sir  John 
Malcolm,  who  was  himself  one  of  the  most  active  and  sagacious  of  the  British 
commanders.  Their  complete  extinction  has  been  graphically  described  bj 
him :  **  Within  five  years  after  their  name  had  spread  terror  and  dismay  over 
all  India,  there  remained  not  a  spot  that  a  Pindaree  could  call  his  home. 
They  bad  been  hunted  like  wild  beasts,  numbers  had  been  killed,  all  ruined, 
those  who  espoused  their  cause  had  fallen.  Early  in  the  contest  they  were 
shuunedlike  a  contagion, — the  timid  villagers  whom  they  had  so  recently 
oppressed  were  among  the  foremost  to  attack  them.'*  * 

On  the  6th  of  November  the  Governor-General  had  extorted  by  the 
presence  of  his  powerful  army  a  treaty  with  Scindia,  in  which  that  Mahratta 
chief  engaged  to  aid  in  the  destruction  of  the  Findarees.  That  army  was  at 
this  moment  attacked  by  an  enemy  far  more  dangerous  than  any  which  it 
would  be  likely  to  encounter  in  the  field.  It  was  encamped  in  low  ground, 
on  the  banks  of  a  tributary  of  the  Jumna.  The  Indian  cholera  morbus, 
which  had  broken  out  at  Jessore,  had  ascended  the  valley  of  the  Ganges,  and 
reaching  the  camp  of  the  main  British  army  destroyed  in  little  more  than  a 
week  one-tenth  of  the  number  there  crowded  together.  The  camp  was 
broken  up,  and  the  army  marched  on  in  the  hope  of  reaching  some  spot  where 
the  disease  would  be  less  fatal.  It  was  the  end  of  November  before  the 
remnant  of  this  fine  army  having  reached  Erech,  on  the  Bettwa  river,  the 
pestilence  seemed  to  have  exhausted  its  force.  During  its  rage  the  marquess 
of  Hastings  fiilly  expected  to  be  a  victim ;  for  his  personal  attendants  were 
dropping  all  around  him.  Bury  me  in  my  tent,  he  said,  lest  the  enemy 
should  hear  of  my  death,  and  attack  my  disheartened  troops.  Scindia  had 
seized  the  opportunity,  not  to  render  aid  against  the  Findarees,  but  to  invite 
them  to  come  into  his  territory.  The  cholera  passed  away,  and  the  Governor- 
General  hurried  back  to  his  former  position  to  cut  off  the  possible  junction 
between  the  marauding  bands  and  Scindia's  troops.  In  the  remaining  months 
of  1817  and  the  beginning  of  1818  the  Mahratta  confederacy  was  utterly 
broken  up  by  the  successes  of  the  British.  The  Eajah  of  Nagpore,  after  a 
battle  of  eighteen  hours,  was  defeated,  and  his  town  ot  Nagpore  taken  on  the 
26th  of  November.  Holkar  was  beaten  on  the  21st  of  December  at  the  battle 
of  Meehudpoor,  and  peace  was  concluded  with  him  on  the  6th  of  January. 
The  Peishwa  of  the  Mahrattas  surrendered  to  the  English  in  the  following 
Jane,  agreeing  to  abdicate  his  throne,  and  become  a  pensioner  of  the  East 
India  Company. 

During  the  period  of  the  administration  of  the  marquess  of  Hastings 
Ceylon  was  entirely  subjected  to  the  British  dominion.  The  Dutch  had  been 
in  possession  of  the  maritime  provinces  of  this  island  from  the  beginning  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  whilst  the  interior,  known  as  the  kingdom  of  Kandy, 
was  governed  by  native  princes,  with  whom  the  Dutch  were  continually  at  war. 
In  1796  these  maritime  provinces  were  wrested  from  the  Dutch  by  a  British 
armament,  and  our  establishments  there  were  rendered  more  secure  by  the 
acquiescence  of  the  King  of  Kandy  in  this  occupation  of  the  coast  districts. 
The  British  administration  of  Ceylon  was  not  connected  with  that  of  the  East 
India  Company ;  it  was  a  distinct  possession  of  the  Crown,  having  been  formally 


*  Sir  John  Malcolm,  ''Memoir  of  Central  India.'* 
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ceded  by  the  Treaty  of  Amiens.  Inl815  the  king  of  Kandy  had  rendered  himself 
80  obnoxious  to  his  subjects  by  a  series  of  atrocities, — such  as  causing  a  mother 
to  pound  her  children  to  death  in  a  mortar, — that  his  deposition  took  place, 
and  the  British  v^  ere  invited  by  Kandian  chiefs  to  take  possession  of  his  domi- 
nions. The  conquest  of  the  island  was  thus  effected,  and  the  natives  had 
begun  to  taste  the  value  of  a  just  and  merciful  rule,  when,  in  1817,  a  rebellion 
broke  out  in  the  eastern  provinces,  and  was  with  difficulty  suppressed  after  a 
costly  and  sanguinary  warfare  of  two  years*  duration.  From  1819  to  1848 
complete  tranquillity  prevailed  in  that  island,  and  its  material  and  moral  con- 
dition were  greatly  advanced  under  intelligent  aud  zealous  governors.  At 
Singapore,  in  1819,  sir  Thomas  Baffles  established  a  factory  on  the  south  shore 
of  the  island,  and  in  1824i,  a  cession  in  full  sovereignty  of  this  and  the  neigh- 
bouring islands  was  obtained  by  purchase  from  a  person  who  claimed  to  be 
king  of  Jahore,  and  was  afterwards  raised  to  that  throne.  Malacca  was 
ceded  to  the  British  in  1824  by  treaty  with  the  government  of  the  Nether- 
lands. 

Had  Mr.  Canning  become  Governor- General  of  India  when  his  appointment 
as  successor  of  the  marquess  of  Hastings  was  resolved  upon,  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  he  could  have  carried  through  the  policy  which,  as  President  of  the 
Board  of  Control,  he  avowed  in  Parliament  in  1819,  upon  the  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  marquess  of  Hastings  and  the  army  in  India : — **  Anxious  as  I  am  for 
the  prosperity  aud  grandeur  of  our  Indian  empire,  I  confess  I  look  at  its 
indefinite  extension  with  awe.  I  earnestly  wish  that  it  may  be  possible  for  us 
to  remain  stationary  where  we  are ;  and  that  what  still  exists  of  substantive 
and  independent  power  in  India  may  stand  untouched  aud  unimpaired.  But 
this  consummation,  however  much  it  may  be  desired,  depends  not  on  ourselves 
alone.  Aggression  must  be  repelled,  and  perfidy  must  be  visited  with  its  just 
reward.  Aud  while  I  join  with  the  thinking  part  of  the  country  in  depre- 
cating advance,  who  shall  say  that  there  is  safety  for  such  a  power  as  ours  in 
retrogradiitiou  ?  "  *  Of  the  prudence  and  wisdom  of  the  theory  of  policy  thus 
set  forth,  the  nation  at  large,  the  East  India  Company,  the  great  Indian  admi- 
nistrators, never  appeared  to  entertain  the  slightest  doubt.  But,  practically, 
it  was  invariably  found  that  without  advance  there  would  be  retrogradation. 
It  was  in  vain  that  those  who  led  the  British  armies  in  India  must  have  felt 
what  Mr.  Canning  expressed — ^with  how  much  jealousy  the  House  and  the 
country  are  in  the  habit  of  appreciating  the  triumphs  of  our  arms  in  India; 
how  our  military  operations,  however  successful,  have  always  been  considered 
as  questionable  in  point  of  justice.f  Lord  Amherst,  who  in  March  1823 
embarked  for  India  as  Governor- General,  had  to  pass  through  this  almost 
inevitable  process  of  entering  upon  a  war  of  conquest  with  the  most  sincere 
desire  to  remain  at  peace.  Within  six  or  seven  months  after  his  arrival  in 
India  he  had  to  write  to  a  friend  at  home : — "  I  have  to  tell  you  that  I  most 
unexpectedly  find  myself  engaged  in  war  with  the  king  of  Ava."  J  This  was 
the  war  with  the  Birman  empire,  which  involved  us  in  hostilities  from  March 
1824  to  February,  1826.  Before  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  the 
name  of  Birman  signified  a  great  warlike  race  that  had  founded  various 

•  "Hansard,"  toL  zxxix.  col.  882. 
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kiDgdoms,  amongst  which  were  Siam,  Pegu,  Ava,  and  Aracan.  The  kingdoms 
of  Ava  and  of  Pegu  were  in  a  continued  state  of  warfare,  in  which  the  Peguers 
were  ultimately  victorious,  Ava  had  been  conquered  bj  them,  when,  in  1753, 
a  man  of  humble  origin  but  of  great  ability,  who  has  been  called  "  the  Napo- 
leon of  the  Hiodo-Chinese  peninsula,*'*  raised  a  small  force,  which,  constantly 
increasing,  expelled  the  conquerors  and  placed  Alompra  on  the  Birman  throne. 
It  has  been  remarked  as  equally  curious  and  instructive,  that  "  the  last  resto- 
ration of  the  Birman  empire,  and  the  foundation  of  ours  in  India,  were  exactly 
contemporaneous.  Glive  and  Alompra  made  their  conquests  at  the  same 
moment."  f  Eor  nearly  seventy  years  the  British  from  the  Ganges,  and  the 
Birmese  from  the  Irawaddi,  pushed  their  conquests,  whether  by  arms  or  nego* 
tiation,  till  they  met.  Their  inevitable  rivalry  soon  led  to  hostilities.  The 
Birmese  had  gradually  subjugated  the  independent  states  which  formerly 
existed  between  their  frontiers  and  those  of  the  Company.  Lord  Amherst, 
in  the  letter  we  have  already  quoted,  describes  how  they  seized  an  island  on 
which  we  had  established  a  small  military  post,  and  when  the  Govemor- 
Gkneral  mildly  complained  to  the  king  of  Ava  of  this  outrage,  attributing  it 
to  the  mistake  of  the  local  authorities,  a  force  came  down  from  Ava,  "  threat- 
ening to  invade  our  territory  from  one  end  of  the  frontier  to  the  other,  and  to 
re-annex  the  province  of  Bengal  to  the  dominions  of  its  rightful  owner,  the 
Lord  of  the  White  Elephant." 

At  the  beginning  of  April  the  Bengal  army  embarked  for  Eangoon,  the 
chief  seaport  of  the  Birman  dominions,  situated  at  the  embouchure  of  the 
Irawaddi — according  to  lord  Amherst  ''the  Liverpool  and  Portsmouth  of 
Ava."  This  important  place  was  taken  possession  of  almost  without  striking 
a  blow ;  bat  the  hope  of  the  Governor- General  that  from  thence  he  should 
be  able  to  dictate  the  terms  of  a  moderate  and  therefore  lasting  peace,  was 
not  very  quickly  realised.  The  British  had  to  deal  with  the  most  warlike  of 
their  neighbours.  The  king  of  Ava  called  his  people  to  arms.  During  the 
rainy  season  they  had  abundant  time  for  preparation;  and  sir  Archibald 
Campbell,  who  occupied  Bangoon,  felt  the  immediate  necessity  of  fortifying  it 
against  the  probable  attack  of  a  bold  and  persevering  enemy.  An  enormous 
pagoda,  more  than  three  hundred  feet  high,  became  a  citadel,  garrisoned  by  a 
battalion  of  European  troops,  and  the  smaller  Bhuddist  temples  assumed  the 
character  of  fortresses.  During  June  and  July  the  Birmese  made  repeated 
attacks  upon  the  British  positions,  but  were  as  constantly  repelled.  On  the 
night  of  the  30th  of  August,  when  the  astrologers  had  decided  that  an  attack 
upon  this  sacred  place  would  free  the  country  from  the  impious  strangers,  a 
body  of  troops  called  Invulnerables  advanced  to  the  northern  gateway.  A 
terrible  cannonade  was  opened  upon  these  dense  masses,  and  they  fled  at  once 
to  the  neighbouring  jungle. 

The  Birmese  were  more  successful  ui  their  offensive  operations  in  Bengal. 
Under  the  command  of  an  officer  called  Maha  Bandoola,  the  Aracan  army 
advanced  to  Eamoo,  and  completely  routed  a  detachment  of  native  infantry. 
The  alarm  was  so  great  in  Calcutta  that  the  native  merchants  were  with 
difficulty  persuaded  to  remain  with  their  families,  and  the  peasants  almost 

♦  <*  Anonaire  Historiqae,**  1824,  p.  637. 
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universally  fled  from  their  villages.  The  Birmese,  however,  did  not  advance. 
The  British  had  taken  some  important  places  of  the  Birman  territory,  and 
Maha  Baadoola  was  recalled  by  the  Lord  of  the  White  Elephant  for  the  defence 
of  his  G-olden  Empire.  In  December  Maha  Bandoola  brought  sixty  thousand 
fighting  men  to  make  one  overwhelming  attack  upon  Bangoou.  For  seven 
days  there  was  severe  fighting.  The  Birmese  troops  were  repeatedly  driven 
from  their  stockades,  and  at  last,  when  they  advanced  on  the  7th  of  December 
for  a  grand  attack  on  the  great  pagoda,  they  were  driven  back  into  their 
entrenchments,  and  after  severe  fighting  were  chased  into  the  jungle. 

In  February,  1825,  Sir  Archibald  Campbell  began  to  move  up  the  Irawaddi 
into  the  interior  of  the  Birman  empire.  As  part  of  his  force  advanced  to 
attack  the  formidable  works  of  Donoopew,  they  were  repulsed,  and  the  retreat 
was  so  precipitate  that  the  wounded  men  were  not  carried  off.  The  barbarity 
in  warfare  of  the  Birmese  was  notorious.  These  unfortunate  men  were  all 
•crucified,  and  their  bodies  sent  floating  down  the  river  upon  raits.  On  the 
25th  of  March  sir  Archibald  Campbell  undertook  the  siege  of  Donoopew. 
For  a  week  there  had  been  an  incessant  fire  from  our  mortars  and  rockets, 
and  the  breaching  batteries  were  about  to  be  opened,  when  two  Lascars,  who 
had  been  taken  prisoners,  came  to  the  camp,  and  said  that  the  chiefs  and  all 
the  Birmese  army  had  fled,  for  that  Maha  Bandoola  had  been  killed  the  day 
before  by  one  of  our  shells.  By  the  possession  of  Donoopew  the  navigation 
of  the  Irawaddi  became  wholly  under  our  command.  The  army  continued  to 
advance,  and  Prome  was  occupied  at  the  end  of  April.  The  rainy  mon- 
•soon  now  set  in,  and  there  was  a  suspension  of  operations.  In  the  middle  of 
November  and  beginning  of  December  there  were  two  great  battles,  in 
the  latter  of  which  the  Birmese  were  thoroughly  discomfited.  Overtures  of 
peace  were  now  made,  but  their  object  was  only  to  gain  time.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  1826  there  was  severe  fighting  as  the  British  advanced  towards  Ava. 
Bepeated  defeats  and  the  approach  of  a  conquering  army  compelled  the  king 
really  to  sue  for  peace  when  the  British  had  reached  Yaadaboo,  only  forty- 
five  miles  from  the  capital.  He  had  previously  refused  to  ratify  preliminaries 
which  had  been  concluded  on  the  3rd  of  January,  in  announcing  which  event 
to  her  friends  at  home,  lady  Amherst  described  herself  "  in  the  highest  state 
of  exultation  and  joy."  *  The  vigorous  operations  of  sir  Archibald  Campbell, 
who  had  defeated  a  large  army  styled  "  The  Eetrievers  of  the  King's  glory," 
had  finally  compelled  the  treaty  of  Yandaboo,  which  was  signed  on  the  24th 
of  February.  By  this  treaty  the  king  of  Ava  agreed  to  renounce  all  claims 
upon  the  principality  of  Assam  and  its  dependencies ;  to  cede  in  perpetuity 
the  conquered  provinces  of  Aracan,  of  Yeh,  of  Tavoy,  of  Mergui,  and  of 
Tenasserim ;  and  to  pay  the  sum  of  one  crore  of  rupees  towards  the 
expenses  of  the  war.  He  further  agreed  that  accredited  British  ministers 
«hould  be  allowed  to  reside  at  Ava ;  that  an  accredited  Birmese  minister 
should  reside  at  Calcutta ;  and  that  free  trade  to  British  subjects  should  be 
allowed  in  the  Birmese  dominions. 

The  fierce  conflict  of  two  years  on  the  banks  of  the  Irawaddi  presented  a 
memorable  example  of  that  courage  and  endurance  which  eventually  over- 
comes dangers  and  difficulties  apparently  insuperable.  It  has  been  truly  said 
by  an  officer  engaged  in  this  war,  "  Perhaps  there  are  few  instances  on  record 


•  Lord  Colchester's  "Diary,"  vol.  iu.  p.^|().,d  by  GoOglc 
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in  the  history  of  any  nation  of  a  mere  handful  of  men,  with  constitutions 
broken  down  by  many  months  of  previous  disease  and  privation,  forcing  their 
way  in  the  face  of  such  difficulties,  and  through  a  wilderness  hitherto  un-^ 
trodden  by  Europeans,  to  the  distance  of  five  hundred  miles  from  the  spot 
where  they  originaUy  disembarked,  and  ultimately  dictating  a  peace  within 
three  days'  march  of  the  enemy's  capital."  *  During  these  land  operations, 
with  all  this  bravery  and  fortitude  of  the  little  army,  it  would  have  been  im* 
possible  to  succeed  without  the  active  co-operation  of  a  flotilla  on  the  rivers. 
The  naval  assistance  thus  rendered  is  memorable  for  ''  the  employment  of  a 
power  then  for  the  first  time  introduced  into  war — steam.  The  steam-vessel 
had  been  very  useful,  not  merely  in  carrying  on  communications  with  des- 
patch but  in  overcoming  formidable  resistance."  t 

During  the  last  year  of  the  Birmese  war  the  Bast  India  Company  became 
engaged  in  a  new  conflict,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  a  native  prince,  with 
whom  we  were  in  alliance,  against  an  usurper.  The  Eajah  of  Bhurtpore, 
before  his  death  at  the  beginning  of  1825,  had  declared  his  son  to  be  his  sue* 
cessor,  and  had  included  him  in  the  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  Company.  The  ^ 
nephew  of  the  deceased  prince  raised  a  revolt  against  this  succession.  Many 
of  the  native  princes  looked  on  anxiously  to  see  if  the  British,  with  the  Bir- 
mese war  on  their  hands,  would  put  forth  any  strength  to  maintain  one  of 
their  devoted  adherents.  In  the  streets  of  Delhi  the  populace  had  shouted, 
"  The  rule  of  the  Company  is  at  an  end."  The  prince  who  had  been  expelled 
had  been  assured  by  sir  David  Ochterlony  that  he  should  be  supported.  Lord 
Amherst  was  at  first  for  non-interference.  He  knew  that  Bhurtpore  had  been 
deemed  impregnable ;  and  he  might  fear  that,  now  occupied  with  an  enormous 
force  by  the  usurping  Kajah,  the  same  ill  fortune  might  befall  an  attack  upon 
the  place  as  had  befallen  lord  Lake  in  1805,  when  he  was  b.eaten  from  the 
city  by  the  Jauts,  who  had  ever  since  regarded  themselves  as  invincible.  The 
Commander-in-Chief  in  India,  lord  Combermere,  in  his  Peninsular  experience 
as  sir  Stapleton  Cotton,  had  seen  what  war  was  in  its  most  difficult  operations, 
and  he  could  not  despair  of  taking  an  Indian  fortress  when  he  recollected  the 
terrible  sieges  of  Ciudad  Bodrigo  and  Badajoz.  He  had  just  come  to  India 
to  succeed  sir  Edward  Paget  in^the  chief  command.  The  duke  of  Wellington 
described  his  old  companion-in-arms  as  having  lost  no  time  in  joining  the 
army  on  his  arrival  in  India,  and  as  having  travelled  upwards  of  a  thousand 
miles  in  ten  days,  in  order  that  he  might  begin  the  operations  at  a  proper 
season.  ''He  had  commenced  those  operations,"  says  the  duke,  ''carried 
them  on  with  that  vigour  and  activity  which  insured  their  success,  and  had 
closed  them  by  a  military  feat  which  had  never  been  surpassed  by  any  army 
upon  any  occasion."  J  Lord  Combermere,  upon  his  arrival  before  Bhurtpore, 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  usurper,  requesting  him  to  send  out  the  women  and 
children,  who  should  have  safe-conduct.  This  humane  request  was  not 
acceded  to.  On  the  23rd  of  November  the  bombardment  commenced.  On 
the  morning  of  the  18th  of  January  the  assault  began  at  the  signal  given  by 
the  explosion  of  a  mine,  which  utterly  destroyed  the  whole  of  the  salient 

*  Lieut. *Col.  Alexander  M.  Tnlloch,  quoted  in  Mac  Farlane's  "Oar  Indian  Empire^*'  toI.  ii. 
p.  825. 
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angle  of  the  fortress*  Our  troops  rushed  in  at  the  breaches.  la  two  hours 
the  whole  rampart,  though  obstinately  defended,  was  in  our  possession,  and 
early  in  the  afternoon  the  citadel  surrendered.  The  formidable  works  of 
Bhurtpore  were  afterwards  destroyed;  the  rightful  prince  was  reinstated; 
and  the  people  returned  to  their  allegiance.  The  rapid  and  decided  success 
of  lord  Combermere  dissipated  the  fears  which  bishop  Heber  had  expressed 
to  his  friends  at  iiome  at  the  beginning  of  the  siege.  He  thought  that 
should  lord  Combermere  fail,  "  all  Northern  and  Western  India,  every  man 
who  owns  a  sword  and  can  buy  or  steal  a  horse,  will  be  up  against  us,  less 
from  disliking  us  than  in  the  hope  of  booty." 

Before  concluding  this  notice  of  the  affairs  of  India  during  the  adminis- 
tration of  three  governors-general,  we  must  advert  to  a  matter  of  important 
controversy — ^the  regulation  of  the  Press  in  India.  The  first  newspaper 
published  under  the  rule  of  the  Company  was  one  established  at  Calcutta  in 
1781.  Other  newspapers  were  set  up  during  the  next  twenty  years.  In 
1799,  under  the  administration  of  the  marquess  Wellesley,  regulations  were 

,  issued  for  the  newspaper  press,  the  most  important  of  which  was  that  no 
paper  should  be  published  until  it  had  been  previously  inspected  by  the 
Secretary  to  the  government,  or  by  a  person  duly  authorized  by  him.  The 
penalty  for  contravening  these  regulations  was  immediate  embarkation  for 
Europe.  Mr.  James  Mill,  in  his  "  History  of  British  India,"  describes  the 
Indian  press  as  a  great  nuisance,  in  its  indecorous  attacks  upon  private  life, 
and  its  ignorant  censures  of  public  measures,  to  control  which  lord  Wellealey's 
regulations  were  framed.  In  1818  the  marquess  of  Hastings  promulgated 
new  regulations,  which  did  not  attempt  to  establish  a  censorship,  but  pro- 
hibited animadversions  on  proceedings  in  England  connected  with  the 
government  of  India;  discussions  on  the  political  transactions  of  local 
administration;  private  scandal;  and  disquisitions  having  a  tendency  to 
create  alarm  amongst  the  natives  as  to  the  probability  of  any  interference 
with  their  religious  opinions  or  ceremonies.  In  1816  Mr.  James  Silk  Buck- 
ingham, who  had  obtained  a  licence  to  reside  in  Calcutta,  purchased  the 
copyright  of  two  of  the  newspapers  published  there,  and  amalgamated  them 
under  the  title  of  "  The  Calcutta  Journal."  Although  the  marquess  of  Hast- 
ings had  abolished  the  censorship  previous  to  publication,  he  had  established 
a  tribunal  whose  business  it  was  to  watch  the  statements  and  opinions  of  the 
Indian  newspaper  press,  and  to  give  to  their  conductors  that  sort  of  warning 
with  which  we  are  familiar  enough  in  the  control  of  the  press  in  a  neighbour- 
ing country.  *  In  India  a  neglect  of  such  warnings  would  be  followed  by  the 
deportation  of  the  offending  proprietor,  if  not  by  a  total  suppression  of  the 

journal  in  which  he  had  embarked  his  property.  Mr.  Buckingham,  accord- 
ing to  a  statement  of  Dr.  Phillimore  in  the  House  of  Commons,  received 
three  such  warnings  previous  to  the  marquess  of  Hastings  resigning  his 
administration,  one  of  which,  in  1822,  was  called  for  by  his  offence  in 
traducing  the  government  of  India  respecting  the  kingdom  of  Oude.*  Mr. 
Adam,  during  the  interval  in  which  he  administered  the  government  pre- 
vious to  the  arrival  of  lord  Amherst,  took  a  very  summary  mode  to  put  an 
end  to  the  freedom  of  Mr.  Buckingham's  strictures  upon  Indian  affairs,  and 

•  "flsnaard,"  toI.xt.  col.  1013. 
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especially  of  a  freedom  most  obnoxious  to  the  authorities — the  disposal  of 
their  patronage.     The  appointment  by  Mr.  Adam  of  a  Scotch  clergyman, 
the  head  of  the  Presbyterian  establishment  in  India,  to  the  lucrative  agency 
through  "which  the  government  was  supplied  with  stationery,  called  forth 
the  animadversions  of  "  The  Calcutta  Journal."     Mr.   Adam  immediately 
annulled  Mr.  Buckingham's  licence  to  remain  in  India,  adding  the  threat 
that  if  he  were  found  in  the  country  after  two  months  he  should  be  sent  to 
England  as  a  prisoner.     Mr.  Buckingham  transferred  his  paper  to  a  British- 
bom  subject  of  the  name  of  Arnot.     At  the  period  of  lord  Amherst's  arrival, 
by  a  series  of  arbitrary  proceedings  the  deportation  of  Mr.  Arnot  was 
effected;  "The Calcutta  Journal"  suppressed;  and  its  circulation  merged  in 
a  Calcutta  newspaper,  over  which  the  government  had  eflScient  control  by  its 
appointment   of  an  editor.     Mr.  Buckingham, — who  long  made   England 
resound  with  the  story  of  his  wrongs,  and  wlio  was  in  some  degree  recom- 
pensed by  a  large  public  subscription, — appealed  to  the  Privy  Council  against 
the  regulations  of  the  Bengal  government  on  the  subject  of  the  Press.     The 
East  India  Company  contended  before  the  Privy  Council,  as  Dr.  Phillimore 
contended  in  his  place  in  Parliament  in  1826 :  "  When  the  House  considered 
the  vast  importance  of  our  possessions  in  India,  and  the  delicate  tie  by  which 
they  were  held — that  a  handful  of  Europeans  exercised  supreme  sway  over 
many  millions  of  the  native  people,  and  that  our  empire  was  maintained  by 
opinion  alone — they  must  see  that  if  the  same  freedom  of  discussion  were 
allowed  to  prevail  in  that  country  as  we  enjoyed  in  this,  and  if  individuals 
were  permitted  to  traduce  the  government  through  the  means  of  the  press,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  retain  the  power  which  this  country  held  in  India."* 
Nevertheless,  lord  Amherst  adopted  a  different  policy  with  regard  to  the 
Press,  which  was  undoubtedly  the  most  prudent,  as  it  was  the  most  dignified. 
He  had  made  one  mistake  on  this  subject  upon  his  first  arrival  in  India, 
seduced,  it  is  alleged,  by  evil  counsels.     "  Ever  after,  while  his  lordship  was 
present  in  Calcutta  to  protect  it,  the  Press  enjoyed  a  freedom  unknown  to  it 
for  forty-four  years,  and  experience  showed,  as  it  had  done  before,  that  that 
freedom  was  as  safe  as  it  was  beneficial."  t    Mr.  Elphinstone,  in  a  conver- 
sation with  bishop  Heber,  whilst  maintaining  the  inconvenience  and  even 
danger  of  unrestricted  political  discussion,  "  acknowledged  that  the  dangers 
ascribed  to  a  free  press  in  India  had  been  exaggerated." 

In  the  history  of  British  India  up  to  this  period,  we  find  very  few  traces 
of  any  effort  on  the  part  of  the  government  to  call  forth  the  material 
resources  of  the  Peninsula ;  to  supply  by  new  appliances  of  modem  science 
the  decay  of  the  ancient  works  by  which  lands  were  irrigated  and  famine 
prevented ;  to  bring  distant  places  into  correspondence  by  roads  and  improved 
navigation.  The  all-absorbing  business  of  conquest  prevented  any  marked 
attention  to  the  improvement  of  the  native  cultivation  of  the  soil,  or  of  the 
communications  by  which  produce  could  be  conveyed  from  the  producer  to 
the  consumer.  The  Company  was  indeed  very  solicitous  about  the  growth 
of  opium,  its  great  source  of  revenue,  but  it  did  little  for  the  cultivation  of 
cotton,  the  British  demand    for  which  would  have   formed   a   sufficient 

•  "Hansard,"  toI.  xv.  col.  lOlS. 
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excitement  to  its  growth  and  preparation  for  market  bj  improved  processes. 
Some  efforts  in  this  direction  were  however  made  by  the  East  India  Company. 
As  early  as  1788  they  distributed  amongst  the  natives  seeds  from  different 
cotton-growing  countries.  In  1813  they  brought  an  American  to  teach  the 
people  how  to  cultivate  the  cotton-plant,  and  they  imported  American  gins 
for  cleaning  the  wool.  Small  progress  was  made  in  carrying  forward  such 
improvements.  The  cultivation  of  cotton,  of  the  sugar  cane,  of  the  hemp- 
plant,  and  of  the  cereals,  would  be  always  restricted  to  the  local  demand, 
as  long  as  roads  and  water  communications  were  neglected  by  the  authorities 
which  governed  the  country.  Lord  William  Bentinck  succeeded  lord  Amherst 
as  Oovernor- General,  and  until  his  administration  the  roads  of  the  country 
consisted  of  little  more  than  native  wheel-tracks.  "  Above  AUahabad,  and 
in  various  other  parts,  so  recently  as  the  year  1830,  a  regiment  proceeding 
in  course  of  relief  from  one  station  to  another,  had  to  be  preceded  by  a  native 
guide."* 

•  **  Companion  to  the  Almanac,  1857.*' 
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Thx  death  of  Mr.  Canning  placed  Lord  Qodericb  at  the  head  of  the  govem- 
ment.  The  composition  of  the  Cabinet  was  slightlj  altered.  Mr.  Huskisson 
became  Colonial  Secretary,  Mr.  Herries  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The 
goremment  was  generally  considered  to  be  weak,  and  not  calculated  for  a 
long  endurance/  Its  greatest  accession  of  strength  seemed  to  be  in  the 
acceptance  of  the  office  of  Commander-in-Chief  by  the  duke  of  "Wellington. 
Lord  Eldon,  in  serious  apprehension  that  this  appointment  committed  the  duke 
to  the  support  of  the  administration,  wrote  to  him  a  letter  which  called  forth 
this  explanation :  "  If,  on  the  one  hand,  the  administration  have  no  claim 
upon  my  services  out  of  my  profession,  I,  on  the  other  hand,  can  be  of  no 
counsel  or  party  against  them."*  The  cabinet  of  lord  Goderich  had  not  a 
long  existence.  It  lasted  scarcely  five  months,  and  it  fell  through  the  petty 
jealousies  of  some  of  its  members,  which  gave  the  finishing  blow  to  the 
tottering  fabric. 

On  the  10th  of  November  it  was  known  in  London  that  despatches  had 
been  received  at  the  Admiralty,  announcing  a  great  naval  battle  in  the  bay  of 
Navarino.  If  the  popular  belief  in  omens  of  national  success  or  disaster  had 
not  nearly  passed  away,  the  public  might  have  looked  with  trembling  anxiety^ 
to  these  despatches,  in  the  dread  that  the  battle  would  prove  a  defeat.  Por, 
at  the  lord  mayor's  banquet  on  the  9fch  of  November,  a  great  device  of  illu- 
minated lamps  representing  an  anchor  suddenly  fell  down  upon  the  dignitaries 
below,  slightly  wounding  the  duke  of  Clarence  and  the  lord  mayor,  scattering 
unwelcome  oil  over  the  dresses  of  the  ladies  who  graced  the  civic  feast,  and 
altogether  marring  the  usual  flow  of  hollow  compliment  which  is  so  coarsely 
proffered  and  so  greedily  accepted  on  these  occasions.    The  Oazette  soon  pro- 

•  Twiss,  "Life  of  Eldon,"  vol.  iii.  p.  18, 
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claimed  that  the  Turkish  fleet  had  been  nearly  annihilated ;  that  the  flags  of 
England,  France,  and  Bussia  floated  supreme  on  the  shores  of  the  Morea. 
Nevertheless,  politicians  shook  their  heads  at  what  thej  considered  an  aggres- 
sion, which  might  lead  to  an  interminable  war — an  aggression  which  ultra- 
Tor  jism  regarded  as  particularly  objectionable,  inasmuch  as  it  crippled  the 
means  of  a  despotic  Power  effectually  to  crush  its  rebellious  subjects.  The 
Sublime  Forte  had  well  learnt  the  lessons  taught  by  the  Congresses  of 
Troppau  and  Laybach  when  it  proclaimed,  in  its  manifesto  of  the  previous 
June,  that  "Almighty  wisdom,  in  dividing  the  universe  into  different  coun- 
tries, has  assigned  to  each  a  Sovereign,  into  whose  hands  the  reins  of  absolute 
authority  over  the  nations  subject  to  his  dominion  are  placed." 

When  the  demand  under  the  Treaty  of  London,  which  was  made  by 
England,  France,  and  Eussia,  for  an  immediate  armistice,  as  a  preliminary 
and  an  indispensable  condition  to  the  opening  of  any  negotiation,  w^as  an- 
nounced by  the  Ambassadors  of  these  Fowers  at  Constantinople,  the  Divlan 
declined  to  recognize  any  interference  with  its  conduct  towards  its  rebellious 
subjects.  The  Greeks  readily  accepted  the  armistice  proposed  by  the  Treaty. 
Ibrahim  Fasha  had  come  from  Alexandria  with  the  Egyptian  fleet  during  the 
period  of  the  discussions  at  Constantinople.  The  AUied  fleets  were  lying  off 
Navarino,  their  admirals  being  without  authority  to  prevent  the  junction  of 
the  Egyptian  fleet  with  the  Turkish,  already  moored  in  that  harbour.  The 
Egyptian  commander  was  informed  by  sir  Edward  Codrington  that  he  might 
return,  if  he  chose,  with  a  safe  conduct  to  Alexandria,  but  that  if  he  entered 
the  harbour  he  would  not  be  suffered  to  come  out.  Ibrahim  Fasha  made  his 
choice  to  join  the  Turkish  fleet.  On  the  25th  of  September  a  conference 
took  place  between  the  admirals  and  Ibrahim  Fasha,  at  which  the  Egyptian 
prince  entered  into  a  verbal  agreement  for  a  suspension  of  hostilities  during 
twenty  days.  The  English  and  French  commanders,  relying  upon  this  agree- 
ment, sailed  to  Zante  to  obtain  fresh  provisions.  Ibrahim  Fasha  then  came 
out  of  the  harbour,  with  the  object  of  carrying  his  warfare  to  some  other 
point  in  the  Morea.  Sir  Edward  Codrington  met  him  near  Fatraa  with  a 
small  force,  and  compelled  him  to  return.  After  that,  says  the  Frotocol  of 
the  three  admirals,  "  the  troops  of  the  Fasha  have  not  ceased  carrying  on  a 
species  of  warfare  more  destructive  and  exterminating  than  before,  putting 
women  and  children  to  the  sword,  burning  their  habitations,  and  tearing  up 
trees  by  the  roots,  in  order  to  complete  the  devastation  of  the  countey." 
The  despatch  of  sir  Edward  Codrington,  dated  from  H.M.S.  Asia,  in  the 
port  of  Navarino,  narrates  the  subsequent  decisive  event.  The  Count  de 
Hayden,  rear-admiral  of  Bussia,  and  the  French  rear-admiral  the 
Chevalier  de  Bigny,  having  agreed  with  him  to  enter  the  port  in 
order  to  induce  Ibrahim  Fasha  to  discontinue  his  brutal  war  of  extermi- 
nation, took  up  their  anchorage  about  two  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  20th  of  October.  The  Turkish  ships  were  moored  in  tbe  form  of  a 
crescent.  The  combined  fleet  was  formed  in  the  order  of  sailing  in  two 
columns,  the  British  and  French  forming  the  weather  or  starboard  line,  and 
theBussianthe  lee  line.  The  Asia  led  in,  followed  by  the  Ghenoa  and  Albion, 
and  anchored  close  alongside  a  ship  of  the  line  bearing  the  flag  of  the  Capitana 
Bey.  The  stations  of  the  French  and  Bussian  squadrons  were  marked 
out  by  the  English  admiral,  who  was  the  chief  in  command.    ^',1  gave 
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orders,"  says  sir  Edward,  "  that  no  gun  should  be  fired  unless  guns  were 
fired  by  the  Turks,  and  those  orders  were  strictly  observed."  The  three 
British  ships  passed  the  batteries,  and  moored  without  any  act  of  hostility  on 
the  part  of  the  Turks,  although  they  were  evidently  prepared  for  a  general 
action.  At  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  were  six  Turkish  fire-vessels,  which 
a  portion  of  the  English  squadron  were  appointed  to  watch.  On  the  Dart- 
moutb  sending  a  boat  towards  one  of  these  vessels  her  crew  was  fired 
upon  by  musketry.  The  fire  was  returned  from  the  Dartmouth  and  La 
Syr^ne,  which  bore  the  flag  of  admiral  de  Eigny.  An  Egyptian  ship  then 
fired  a  cannon-shot  at  the  French  admiral's  vessel,  which  was  immediately 
returned ;  "  and  thus,"  says  sir  Edward  Codrington,  "  rery  shortly  afterwards 
the  battle  became  general."  After  describing,  with  the  usual  indistinctness, 
the  movements  of  various  ships,  he  comes  to  the  catastrophe.  ''This 
bloody  and  destructive  battle  was  continued  with  unabated  fury  for  four 
hours,  and  the  scene  of  wreck  and  devastation  which  presented  itself  at  its 
termination  was  such  as  has  been  seldom  before  witnessed."  Of  the 
Egyptian  and  l\irki8h  fieets,  which  numbered  about  a  hundred  and  twenty 
men-of-war  and  transports,  one-half  were  sunk,  burnt,  or  driven  on  shore. 
The  Allied  admirals  published  a  notice  after  the  battle,  that  as  they  did  not 
enter  Navarino  with  a  hostile  intention,  but  only  to  renew  propositions  to 
the  commanders  of  the  Turkish  fleet,  they  would  forbear  from  destroying 
what  ships  of  the  Ottoman  navy  might  still  remain,  ''  now  that  so  signal  a 
vengeance  has  been  taken  for  the  first  cannon-shot  which  has  been  ventured 
to'be  fired  on  the  Allied  flags."  They  threatened  that  if  there  were  any  new 
act  of  hostility  they  would  immediately  destroy  the  remaining  vessels  and 
the  forts  of  Navarino.  The  despatch  of  sir  Edward  announcing  the  victory 
contains  a  frank  admission  that  he  was  not  insensible  to  other  feelings  than 
those  of  professional  obedience  to  his  instructions :  ''  When  I  found  that  the 
boasted  Ottoman  word  of  honour  was  made  a  sacrifice  to  wanton,  savage 
devastation,  and  that  a  base  advantage  was  taken  of  our  reliance  upon 
Ibrahim's  good  faith,  I  own  I  felt  a  desire  to  punish  the  offenders. — ^But  it 
was  my  duty  to  refrain,  and  refrain  I  did ;  and^I  can  assure  his  royal  highness 
[the  duke  of  Clarence]  that  I  would  still  have  avoided  this  disastrous 
extremity,  if  other  means  had  been  open  to  me." 

The  differences  upon  financial  measures  between  Mr.  Herries  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Huskisson  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  could  not  be  reconciled  by  lord  Q-oderich,  and  he  therefore  tendered 
his  resignation  to  the  king  on  the  9th  of  January,  1828.  His  majesty 
immediately  sent  to  lord  Lyndhurst  to  desire  that  he  and  the  duke  of 
Wellington  should  come  to  Windsor.  The  king  told  the  duke  that  he 
wished  him  to  form  a  government  of  which  he  should  be  the  head.  '^  He 
said  that  he  thought  the  government  must  be  composed  of  persons  of  both 
opinions  with  respect  to  the  Soman  Catholic  question ;  that  he  approved  of 
all  his  late  and  former  servants ;  and  that  he  had  no  objection  to  anybody 
excepting  to  lord  Grey."*  It  was  understood  that  lord  Lyndhurst  was  to 
continue  in  office.  The  duke  of  Wellington  immediately  applied  to  Mr.  Peel, 
who,  returning  to  his  post  of  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
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saw  the  impossibility  of  re-uni(;ing  in  this  administration  those  who  had 
formed  the  Cabinet  of  lord  Liverpool.  He  desired  to  strengthen  the  govern- 
ment of  the  duke  of  "Wellington  by  the  introduction  of  some  of  the  mor^ 
important  of  Mr.  Canning's  friends  into  the  Cabinet  and  to  fill  some  of  the 
lesser  offices.  The  earl  of  Dudley,  Mr.  Huskisson,  lord  Falmerston,  and 
Mr.  Charles  Grant  became  members  of  the  new  administration.  Mr.  William 
Lamb,  afterwards  lord  Melbourne,  was  appointed  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland.  The  ultra-Tories  were  greatly  indignant  at  these  arrangements. 
They  groaned  and  reviled  as  if  the  world  was  unchanged.  The  duke  of 
Wellington  and  Mr.  Peel  had  disappointed  the  country  by  making  a  mixed 
government ;  Mr.  Huskisson  was  odious  to  the  agricultural  and  shipping 
interests  ;  the  whole  cabinet  was  composed  of  a  majority  of  favourers  of  the 
Soman  Catholic  claims ;  above  all,  lord  Eldon  was  omitted.*  The  ex-chan- 
cellor considered  himself  very  ill-used,  and  publicly  said, "  I  don't  know  why 
I  am  not  a  minister."  Mr.  Peel,  in  his  private  correspondence  of  this  date, 
shows  how  clearly  he  saw  that  the  nation  could  no  longer  be  governed  upon 
the  old  exclusive  principles.  He  was  fast  sliding  into  that  liberality  which 
was  incomprehensible  to  those  who  had  looked  upon  his  previous  career. 
He  writes,  on  the  18th  of  January,  "  I  care  not  for  the  dissatisfaction  of 
ultra-Tories ;  this  country  ought  not  and  cannot  be  governed  upon  any  other 
principles  than  those  of  firmness,  no  doubt,  but  of  firmness  combined  with 
moderation."  A  fortnight  afterwards  he  asks,  in  writing  to  the  same  corre- 
spondent,— What  would  have  been  the  inevitable  fate  of  a  government  com- 
posed of  himself  and  of  some  ultra-Tories  whom  he  names,  who  would  ind^d 
be  supported  by  very  warm  friends,  but  those  very  warm  friends  country 
gentlemen  and  fox-hunters,  who  would  attend  one  night  in  parliament,  but 
who  would  quickly  weary  of  sitting  up  till  one,  two,  or  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  fighting  questions  of  detail  ?  The  greater  difficulty  was  expressed 
in  the  fact  that  the  country  could  no  longer  be  governed  by  "  country  gentle- 
men and  fox-hunters."  t 

On  the  29th  of  January  Parliament  was  opened  by  Commission.  The 
most  important  part  of  the  Eoyal  Speech  was  that  which,  after  reciting  the 
progress  of  events  'in  the  East,  and  referring  to  the  treaty  with  France  and 
Eussia,  says — "  With  a  view  to  carry  into  effect  the  object  of  the  treaty,  a 
collision,  wholly  unexpected  by  his  Majesty,  took  place  in  the  port  of  Navarino 
between  the  fleets  of  the  contracting  Powers  and  that  of  the  Ottoman  Porte. 
Notwithstanding  the  valour  displayed  by  the  combined  fleet,  his  Majesty 
deeply  laments  that  this  conflict  should  have  occurred  with  the  naval  force  of 
an  ancient  ally ;  but  he  still  entertains  a  confident  hope  that  this  untoward 
event  will  not  be  followed  by  further  hostilities,  and  will  not  impede  that 
amicable  adjustment  of  the  existing  diflerences  between  the  Porte  and  the 
G-reeks,  to  which  it  is  so  manifestly  their  common  interest  to  accede."  The 
expression  "untoward  event"  produced  angry  remonstrances  from  many- 
quarters — from  the  Whigs,  from  some  of  lord  Goderich's  ministry,  from  the- 
friends  of  sir  Edward  Codrington,  But  all  united  in  declaring  that  no  blame 
was  attached  to  that  gallant  officer.    The  duke  of  Wellington,  in  a  few 

♦  "  Diary  of  Lord  Colchester,**  vol.  iii.  p.  584. 
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straigbtforward  words,  defended  the  expression.  The  Treaty  of  Julj  was  not 
intended  to  lead  to  hostilities.  The  former  goyemment  thought  the  object  of 
tile  treaty  would  be  effected  without  hostilities.  "  Therefore,  I  say,  that  when 
unfortunately  the  operations  under  the  treaty  did  lead  to  hostilities,  it  was 
an  untoward  circumstance." 

In  the  debate  upon  the  Address  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr. 
Brougham  raised  very  strong  objections  to  the  appointment  of  the  duke  of 
Wellington  as  the  head  of  the  government.  Though  he  professed  to  entertain 
the  highest  opinion  of  the  noble  duke's  military  genius,  he  evidently  under- 
valued his  administrative  talents.  He  thought  a  great  soldier's  experience  was 
no  fit  preparation  for  civil  duties.  Mr.  Brougham  had  not  then  the  advantage 
of  knowing,  through  the  publication  of  the  duke's  ''  Despatches,"  how  equal 
he  was  to  the  highest  statesmanship,  with  probably  the  one  exception  of 
undervaluing  the  strength  of  popular  opinion.  Mr.  Brougham  in  1828 
thought  it  unconstitutional  that  almost  the  whole  patronage  of  the  State 
should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  military  Premier.  With  his  unfailing 
power  of  sarcasm,  he  considered  that  there  was  no  validity  in  the  objection 
that  the  duke  was  incapable  of  speaking  in  public  as  a  First  Minister  ought  to 
speak,  because  he  had  heard  last  year  the  duke  declare  in  another  place,  that 
he  was  unfit  for  the  situation  of  First  Minister, ''  and  he  really  thought  he 
had  never  heard  a  better  speech  in  the  whole  course  of  his  life."  Mr. 
Brougham  wound  up  his  objections  to  the  appointment  of  the  duke  of 
Wellington  by  a  passage  of  splendid  declamation,  whose  concluding  words, 
especially,  were  echoed  through  the  country  with  extraordinary  fervour — with 
an  enthusiasm  which  speedily  carried  forward  the  small  beginnings  of  a 
great  change  to  very  decided  results  which  would  more  than  ever  make  the 
action  of  the  government  in  a  great  degree  dependent  upon  the  opinion  of  the 
people.  When  he  had  called  the  appointment  of  the  duke  of  Wellington  to 
the  head  of  the  government  unconstitutional,  let  it  not  be  supposed,  he  said, 
that  he  was  inclined  to  exaggerate.  '*  He  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  there 
would  be  no  unconstitutional  attack  on  the  liberties  of  the  people.  These 
were  not  the  times  for  such  an  attempt.  There  had  been  periods  when  the 
country  heard  with  dismay  that  the  soldier  was  abroad.  That  was  not  the 
case  now.  Let  the  soldier  be  ever  so  much  abroad,  in  the  present  age  he 
•could  do  nothing.  There  was  another  person  abroad — a  less  important 
person — in  the  eyes  of  some  an  insignificant  person — whose  labours  had 
tended  to  produce  this  state  of  things — the  Schoolmaster  was  abroad."  * 

It  was  no  idle  boast  of  the  orator  that  education  was  in  various  ways 
ndfling  the  moral  and  intellectual  character  of  the  community.  There  had 
been  a  real  beginning  of  this  great  work.  Yet  it  was  only  a  beginning. 
To  imagine,  however,  that  England  had  been  wholly  destitute  of  the  means  of 
education,  whilst  the  schoolmaster  was  doing  his  work  efficiently  in  Scotland, 
is  to  a  certain  extent  a  mistake.  When  the  endowed  Grammar-schools  were 
founded,  it  never  entered  into  the  minds  of  their  benefactors  that  all  the  people 
— or,  in  the  language  of  those  ages,  that  all  the  poor — should  be  instructed. 
A  few  who  were  unable  to  pay  for  their  education  were  to  be  selected,  and 
these  were  to  receive  for  ever  an  education  of  the  highest  order.    These 


*  Hansard,  vol.  xviii.  col.  CS, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


230  PROGRESS  OF  EDUCATION.  [1828. 

schools  were  the  natural  successors  of  the  schools  and  chantries  of  the  unre* 
formed  Church.  This  was  the  only  system  of  education  in  England  almost 
up  to  the  time  of  the  Bevolution.  The  commercial  classes  had  then  grown 
into  wealth  and  importance,  and  they  began  to  think  that  schools  in  which 
nothing  was  taught  but  Latin  and  G-reek  were  not  altogether  fitted  for  those 
destined  to  a  life  of  traffic.  At  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century 
there  were  endowments  and  subscriptions  in  most  towns,  not  for  new  Grammar- 
schools,  but  for  new  Free-schools.  During  the  progress  of  education  iu 
recent  years,  it  has  been  common  to  speak  with  contempt  of  these  schools 
and  of  the  instruction  afforded  in  them.  With  a  comparatively  small  popu- 
lation,  these  Free-schools,  we  yenture  to  think  in  opposition  to  modem 
authorities,  were  admirable  beginnings  of  the  education  of  the  poorer  classes. 
While  the  Grammar-schools  were  making  divines  and  lawyers  and  physicians 
out  of  the  sons  of  the  professional  classes  and  the  wealthier  tradesmen,  the 
Free-schools  were  making  clever  handicraftsmen  and  thriving  burgesses  out  of 
the  sons  of  the  mechanics  and  the  labourers ;  and  many  a  man  who  had  been  a 
charity-boy  in  his  native  town,  when  he  had  risen  to  competence,  pointed 
with  an  honest  pride  to  the  institution  which  had  made  him  what  he  was, 
and  drew  his  purse-strings  to  perpetuate  for  others  the  benefits  which  he  had 
himself  enjoyed.  The  Eeports  of  the  Commissioners  for  Inquiry  into  Charities 
presented  in  1842,  showed  that  the  annual  income  of  the  Grammar-schools 
(some,  however,  being  exempted  from  the  inquiry)  was  152,047/.,  and  the 
income  of  the  Free-schools  141,385/.  There  was  also  an  income  amounting 
to  19,112/.  belonging  to  charities  for  general  educational  purposes.  This 
income  was  a  small  educational  foundation  for  the  whole  population  in 
England  and  Wales  at  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century.  The  first 
attempt  to  place  the  instruction  of  the  poor  upon  a  broader  basis  was 
by  the  establishment  of  Sunday  schools  in  1783.  Mr.  Malthus  (in  1803) 
described  these  institutions  as  very  few,  some  objectionable,  and  all  imper- 
fect. But  the  Parliamentary  Betums  of  1818  exhibit  5100  Sunday  schools, 
attended  by  452,000  children.  In  1833  the  number  of  Sunday  school 
scholars  exceeded  a  million  and  a  half.  In  1818,  the  Betums,  under  a 
Circular  Letter  addressed  to  the  ministers  of  the  respective  parishes,  showed 
that  there  were  about  15,000  unendowed  day-schools,  containing  about 
500,000  scholars.  Of  these  336,000  were  in  the  ordinary  schools,  —the  private 
day-schools,  such  as  have  always  existed  amongst  us,  for  the  education  of  the 
middle  and  poorer  classes.  There  were  only  then,  when  the  systems  of  Bell 
and  Lancaster  had  been  in  operation  about  twelve  years,  175,000  scholars 
receiving  instruction  partly  or  wholly  gratuitous  through  the  operation  of 
private  benevolence.  Four  years  after  Mr.  Brougham  had  declared  that  the 
Schoolmaster  was  abroad,  the  Government  Eetums  showed  that  both  the 
paying  and  the  non-paying  scholars  in  the  unendowed  day-schools  were  more 
than  doubled. 

Moving  onwards  in  other  roads  than  that  of  school  education,  the  School- 
master was  abroad.  " The  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge'* 
originated  with  Mr.  Brougham  in  1 826.  It  had  long  been  felt  that  books 
of  sound  information  were,  through  their  deamess,  inaccessible  to  the  bulk 
of  the  people.  Constable,  in  1825,  was  "  meditating  nothing  less  than  a 
total  revolution  in  the  art  and  trafiEic  of  bookselling."    He  wQuld  issue  ''  & 
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three  shilling  or  half-crown  Yolume  everj  month,  which  must  and  shall  sell, 
not  bj  thousands  or  tens  of  thousands,  but  bj  hundreds  of  thousands — bj, 
by  millions."  •  The  sanguine  bookseller  published  his  "  MjpceUany,"  which  led 
the  way  in  the  combination  of  superior  literature  with  comparative  cheap- 
ness ;  but  its  sale  was  numbered  bj  hundreds  rather  than  bj  millions.    In 

1827,  "The  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge  "  commenced  the 
publication  of  their  Sixpenny  Treatises — ^valuable  manuals,  but  still  far  from 
supplying  what  the  hard-worked  classes  wanted  in  the  union  of  goodness  and 
cheapness.  Nevertheless  the  modem  epoch  of  Cheap  Literature  was  com« 
mencing.  "  The  London  Mechanics'  Institution"  was  inaugurated  in  1823 
by  Dr.  Birkbeck;  and  gradually  similar  institutions  werefouudedin  populous 
towns  of  England  and  Scotland.  In  1828,  "  The  London  University  "  was 
opened,  the  building  having  been  in  progress,  and  the  organization  nearly 
completed,  in  1826  and  1827.  To  Mr.  Brougham  belongs  the  honour  of 
being  amongst  the  most  zealous  for  the  formation  of  this  institution  for  the 
higher  branches  of  education,  independent  of  religious  opinions.  The 
opposite  plan  of  "  King's  College  "  was  developed  at  a  public  meeting  in 

1828.  Unquestionably  at  this  period  "the  schoolmaster  was  abroad."  In 
setting  forth  upon  his  mission  he  had  to  climb  the  steepest  hill,  like  the 
prince  of  the  Arabian  story,  surrounded  by  a  chorus  of  hisses  and  execrations* 
But  he  went  steadily  on  his  way,  stopping  his  ears  to  these  sounds  of  impo- 
tent fury  ;  and  the  prize  which  he  won  was  the  power  of  accomplishing  all 
needful  reforms  by  moral  force,  so  that  those  who  once  feared  and  despised 
the  people  should  never  more  be  ready  to  proclaim  that  "  the  soldier  was 
abroad." 

On  the  ninth  day  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  Mr.  Brougham  took 
that  position  which  he  has  ever  since  maintaiued,  of  being  the  most  inde- 
fktigable  and  persevering  of  Law  reformers.  The  reformation  of  the  Criminal 
Law  was  no  longer  opposed,  except  by  a  few  whose  opinions  had  very 
speedily  come  to  be  considered  as  worthless  as  they  were  obsolete.  A  Com- 
mission had  been  appointed  to  inquire  into  abuses  in  Courts  of  Equity.  The 
coarse  of  improvement  which  was  open  to  Mr.  Brougham  was  to  promote  an 
inquiry  **  into  the  defects  occasioned  by  time  and  otherwise  in  the  laws  of 
this  realm  of  England,  as  administered  in  the  Courts  of  Common  Law."  Mr. 
Brougham  introduced  his  motion  in  a  speech  of  nearly  six  hours.  It  has 
been  said  of  this  speech,  "  its  huge  length  aad  unwieldy  dimensions  com- 
pelled attention."  f  These  are  not  the  qualities  which  usually  compel  atten- 
tion in  the  House  of  Commons.  During  that  extraordinary  exhibition  of 
the  rare  ability  to  mass  an  infinity  of  details,  so  as  to  make  each  contribute 
something  to  the  general  effect,  the  attention  of  the  House  was  uninterruptedly 
sustained.  The  first  listeners  were  amongst  the  last.  Whilst  the  orator 
exhibited  no  signs  of  physical  exhaustion,  scarcely  one  of  his  audience  seemed 
to  feel  a  sense  of  weariness.  X  The  peroratioa  of  this  great  effort  of  memory 
and  judgment  was  the  only  portion  that  could  be  properly  deemed  rhetorical : 

*  Lockhart^B  '<  Life  of  Scott,**  yoI.  vi.  p.  31. 
t  Eoeback,  ''History  of  the  Whig  Ministiy,'*  vol.  i.  p.  50. 

i  We  speak  from  personal  obeerration,  having  sat  under  the  gallery  vith  the  object  of 
preparing  the  speech  for  publication  in  a  more  enlarged  shape  than  the  reports  of  the  daily 
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— "  It  was  the  boast  of  Augustus — ^it  formed  part  of  tbe  glare  in  which  the 
perfidies  of  his  earlier  years  were  lost — that  he  found  Borne  of  brick,  and 
left  it  of  marble ;  tk  praise  not  unworthy  a  great  prince,  and  to  which  the 
present  reign  also  has  its  claims.  But  how  much  nobler  will  be  the  sove- 
reign's boast,  when  he  shall  have  it  to  say,  that  he  found  law  dear,  and  left 
it  cheap  ;  found  it  a  sealed  book — left  it  a  living  letter ;  found  it  the  patri- 
mony of  the  rich — ^left  it  the  inheritance  of  the  poor ;  found  it  the  two-edged 
sword  of  craft  and  oppression — left  it  the  staff  of  honesty  and  the  shield  of 
innocence !"  On  the  adjourned  debate  of  the  29th  of  February,  upon  Mr. 
Brougham's  proposition  for  a  Commission,  the  Government,  through  the 
Law  Officers  and  the  Home  Secretary,  expressed  its  intention  so  far  to  concur 
in  the  motion  as  to  consent  that  separate  Commissions  should  issue — one 
for  inquiry  into  the  progress  of  suits  at  Common  Law ;  the  other  into  the 
state  of  the  Laws  affecting  Eeal  Property.  Mr.  Brougham  concurring  in  this 
alteration,  the  two  Commissions  were  forthwith  appointed. 

The  House  of  Commons  was  now  fairly  eugaged  in  the  work  of  improve- 
ment. On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Peel  a  Select  Committee  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  Public  Licome  and  Expenditure ;  to  consider  measures  for 
an  effectual  control  on  all  charges  connected  with  this  receipt  and  expendi- 
ture ;  and  also  for  reducing  the  expenditure  without  detriment  to  the  public 
service.  No  one  can  trace  the  course  of  our  parliamentary  history  after  the 
close  of  the  war,  without  feeling  how  much  of  the  tardy  recognition  by  the 
government  of  principles  of  financial  economy  was  due  to  the  unwearied  exer- 
tions of  Mr.  Hume.  His  views,  however  they  might  at  times  be  impracticable, 
produced  as  a  whole  the  inevitable  triumph  of  all  zealous  and  continuous 
labour.  Mr.  Secretary  Peel  early  in  the  Session  proposed  another  measure 
which,  he  said,  might  at  first  sight  appear  limited  in  its  application,  and  local 
in  its  objects,  but  which  was  connected  with  considerations  of  the  highest 
importance  to  the  well-being  of  the  country.  He  proposed  that  a  Committee 
should  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Police  of  the  Metropolis. 
In  the  next  Session  of  Parliament  Mr.  Peel  carried  his  great  plan  for  abo- 
lishing the  local  establishments  of  nightly  watch  and  police,  for  forming  the 
Metropolitan  Police  District,  and  for  appointing  a  sufficient  number  of  able 
men  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  be  the  police  force  for 
the  whole  of  this  district.  Eor  several  years  a  prodigious  clamour  was  raised 
against  this  force,  not  only  by  thieves  and  street-walkers,  but  by  respectable 
upholders  of  the  Ancient  Watch,  and  by  zealous  friends  of  the  nation's  free- 
dom, who  dreamt  that  the  New  Police  would  have  the  certain  effect  of 
depriving  us  of  our  immemorial  liberties.  The  New  Police  was  to  be  "  the 
most  dangerous  and  effective  engine  of  despotism."  Sensible  men  were 
satisfied  to  believe  that  Mr.  Peel's  innovation  would  have  no  other  effect  upon 
our  liberties  than  that  of  depriving  us  "  of  the  liberty  we  have  hitherto  en- 
joyed of  being  robbed  and  kncTcked  on  the  head  at  discretion  of  their  honours 
the  thieves."  * 

A  great  parliamentary  struggle  was  at  hand  in  1828,  which  was^  the  pre- 
lude to  a  still  more  important  conflict  in  1829.  This  was  lord  JohnBussell's 
motion,  on  the  26th  of  February,  for  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  con- 
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sider  of  so  much  of  the  Acts  of  the  13  &  25  of  Charles  II.  as  requires 
persons,  before  admission  into  any  office  in  corporations,  or  having  accepted 
any  office  civil  or  military,  or  any  place  of  trust  under  the  Crown,  to  receive 
the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  according  to  the  practice  of  the  Church 
of  England.  The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Huskisson,  lord  Palmerston, 
and  Mr.  Peel.  It  was  opposed,  says  sir  Bobert  Feel  in  his  Memoirs,  *'  with 
all  the 'influence  and  authority  of  the  Q-overnment  recently  appointed." 
Nevertheless,  on  a  division  on  the  motion  of  lord  John  Eussell,  it  was  carried 
by  a  majority  of  forty-four,  there  being  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  in  favour 
of  the  motion,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  against  it.  Sir  Eobert 
Feel  saySy  in  his  Memoirs,  that  the  administration  considered  that  they  should 
not  be  justified  in  abandoning  the  service  of  the  Crown  in  consequence  of 
this  defeat,  and  farther,  that  it  would  have  been  very  unwise  hastily  to  com- 
mit the  House  of  Lords  to  a  conflict  with  the  House  of  Commons  on  a  ques- 
tion of  this  nature.  Mr.  Feel  eventually  proposed  a  measure  of  compromise — 
that  a  declaration  should  be  substituted  in  place  of  the  Sacramental  Test. 
The  Bill  as  amended  passed  the  House  of  Commons,  and  met  with  very  little 
effectual  opposition  in  the  House  of  Lords,  the  two  Archbishops  and  three 
bishops  speaking  in  its  favour.  Sir  Bobert  Feel  says  that  the  conciliatory 
adjustment  of  the  question  was  what  he  earnestly  desired;  that  had  any 
other  course  been  taken  by  the  Government  the  flnal  result  of  parliamentary 
discussion  would  probably  have  been  the  same — namely,  the  repeal  of  the 
Test  and  Corporation  Acts ;  and  that  it  may  fairly  be  questioned  whether 
the  repeal  would  have  taken  place  under  circumstances  more  favourable  to 
the  true  interests  of  the  Church,  or  more  conducive  to  the  maintenance  of 
harmony  and  goodwill  amongst  the  professors  of  different  religious  creeds. 
It  was  in  vain  that  lord  Eldon  described  the  bill  to  be  "  as  bad,  as  mischie- 
vous, and  as  revolutionary  as  the  most  captious  Dissenter  could  wish  it  to  be." 
He  nevertheless  prophesied  truly  when  he  said,  "  Sooner  or  later,  perhaps 
in  this  very  year,  almost  certainly  in  the  next,  the  concessions  to  the  Dis- 
senters must  be  followed  by  the  like  concessions  to  the  Boman  Catholics."  * 
Mr.  Huskisson  opposed  the  repeal  of  the  Corporation  and  Test  Act  upon  the 
same  principle  which  had  determined  Mr.  Canning's  opposition.  "I  am 
convinced,"  said  Mr.  Huskisson,  '^  that  the  present  measure,  so  far  from  being 
a  step  in  favour  of  the  Catholic  claims,  would,  if  successful,  be  the  means  of 
arraying  an  additional  power  against  them."  However  eager  for  the  applica- 
tion of  religious  toleration  to  themselves,  the  greater  number  of  English 
Dissenters  were  ready  to  make  common  cause  with  the  Brunswick  clubs,  who, 
without  the  slightest  reference  to  political  dangers,  clung  to  the  eztremest 
assertion  of  Frotestant  Supremacy. 

The  support  which  Mr.  Huskisson's  opinions  derived  from  his  position  as 
a  Minister  of  the  Crown  very  soon  came  to  an  end.  He  entered  the 
Cabinet  as  a  suspected  man  who  was  desirous  of  carrying  forward  his  policy 
upon  the  questions  of  Corn-laws  and  commercial  restrictions  much  faster 
than  the  head  of  the  Qovernment  and  the  majority  in  Parliament  deemed 
prudent  and  profitable.  There  were  two  cases  of  borough  corruption  before 
the  House   of    Commons,    those    of    Penryn    and    East    Betford,   which 
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imperatirelj  called  for  disfranchisement.     On  the  discussions  with  regard 
to  these  disfranchisements  it  had  heen  proposed  that  the  seats  of  these  offend- 
ing  boroughs  should  be  transferred  to  Manchester  and  Birmingham.    The 
Ministry  opposed  the  proposition  for  giving  both  seats  to  these  great  com- 
munities.    The  bill  for  dLsfranchising  Penryn  and  giving  its  seats  to  Man- 
chester was  expected  to  be  thrown  out  by  the  Lords.    The  seats  for  one 
borough  only  would  have  to  be  transferred.     Mr.  Huskisson,  in  one  of  these 
debates,  had  declared  that  if  there  were  only  one  case  before  the  House  he 
would  have  no  hesitation  in  transferring  the  franchise  to  Birmingham.     On 
the  19th  of  May  Mr.  Calvert  moved  that  the  franchise  of  East  Betford  should 
be  extended  to  the  neighbouring  hundred.    Mr.  Huskisson  in  vain  desired  the 
postponement  of  the  question ;  but  when  his  vote  was  claimed  for  Birming- 
ham, upon  the  ground  of  consistency,  he  yielded,  and  voted  with  the  minority 
against  the  G-overnment.    He  went  home,  he  says,  observing  the  intelligible 
looks  of  some,  and  hearing  the  audible  whispers  of  others,  and,  perhaps  mag- 
nifying the  impression  which  his  vote  might  make,  wrote,  before  he  went  to 
rest,  a  letter  to  the  duke  of  Wellington,   offering  him  the  opportunity  of 
placing  the  office  of  Colonial  Secretary  in  other  hands,  "  as  the  only  means  in 
my  power  of  preventing  the  injury  to  the  king's  service  which  may  ensue 
from  the  appearance  of  disunion  in  his  Majesty's  councils."     The  duke 
immediately  took  the  letter  to  the  king,  regarding  it  as  an  absolute  resigna- 
tion.   The  letter  was  marked  "  private  and  confidential."     Friends  of  Mr. 
Huskisson  went  to  the  duke,  contending  that  Mr.  Huskisson's  letter  did  not 
convey  a  formal  resignation ;  that  it  was  a  mistake :  "  It  is  no  mistake,'*  said 
the  inflexible  premier,  and  the  words  passed  into  a  common  form  of  speech. 
Those  of  Mr.  Canning's  ministry  who  had  joined  the  government  of  the  duke 
of  Wellington  felt  that  this  stern  and  resolute  attitude  was  intended  to  get 
rid  of  them  altogether.     Lord  Dudley,  Mr.  G-rant,  lord  Falmerston,  and  Mr. 
Lamb  resigned  their  offices.     Sir  G-eorge  Murray  succeeded  Mr.  Huskisson 
as  Secretaiy  of  War  and  the  Colonies ;  sir  Henry  Hardinge  became  Secretary 
at  War  in  the  place  of  lord  Falmerston ;  the  earl  of  Aberdeen  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  in  the  place  of  earl  Dudley ;  and  Mr.  Vesey  Fitz- 
gerald President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Charles  Grant. 
Other  changes  in  civil  and  diplomatic  appointments  were  the  necessary  conse- 
quence of  this  rupture. 

The  able  French  minister,  who  had  ample  experience  of  party  conflicts 
during  the  term  of  representative  government  in  his  own  country,  at  once 
assumes  that  the  duke  of  Wellington  and  Mr.  Peel,  in  eagerly  seizing  the 
opportunity  of  removing  the  four  Canningites  from  the  Cabinet,  and  of 
supplying  their  places  with  Tories,  ''  thus  manifested  their  anxious  desire  to 
rally  all  Protestants  beneath  the  same  standard,  and  to  restore  unity  of 
principles  and  purpose  in  the  government."  *  A  little  more  than  a  week 
before  the  discussion  on  the  disfranchisement  of  East  Betford,  sir  Francis 
Burdett  had  obtained  for  the  first  time  in  the  parliament  of  1826  a  majority 
of  the  House  of  Commons  in  favour  of  the  Boman  Catholic  claims.  The 
resolution  was  affirmed  by  a  majority  of  272  to  266.  Sir  Bobert  Peel  says 
in  his  Memoirs  that  he  should  have  declined  to  remaiit  Minister  for  the  Home 

*  Gnizot,  *<MemoiiB  of  Sir  Bobert  Feel,"  p.  37. 
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Department  and  to  lead  the  House  of  Commons,  being  in  a  minority  on  the 
moat  important  of  domestic  questions.  The  duke  of  Wellington's  govern- 
ment was  in  danger  from  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Huskisson  and  his  friends, 
and  Mr.  Peel  therefore  remained  to  give  his  support  to  a  Cabinet  which  now 
appeared  to  be  wholly  constructed  upon  the  principle  of  hostility  to  the 
Catholic  claims.  The  resolution  for  considering  the  Catholic  claims  which 
had  been  carried  in  the  House  of  Commons  was  debated  in  the  House  of 
Lords  on  the  9th  and  lOth  of  June.  The  majority  against  the  motion  which 
had  passed  in  the  House  of  Commons  was  forty-four.  But  there  were 
admissions  in  the  course  of  the  debate  which  were  as  important  as  a  majority 
in  favour  of  the  resolution.  The  lord  chancellor  and  the  duke  of  Wellington 
had  admitted  that  the  Catholic  question  was  a  great  difficulty,  out  of  which 
they  at  present  saw  no  outlet.  "This  statement,"  said  the  marquis  of 
Lansdowne,  "  having  been  made  by  two  noblemen  so  high  in  the  confidence 
of  the  sovereign,  it  almost  necessarily  follows  that  it  is  accompanied  with  their ' 
intention  of  looking  at  this  difficulty  with  a  view  to,  its  final  arrangement."  • 
The  appointment  of  Mr.  Vesey  Fitzgerald  to  a  ministerial  office  caused  a 
vacancy  in  the  representation  of  the  county  of  Clare.  The  contest  for  this 
seat  produced  events  in  Ireland  "of  deep  importance,  especially  in  their 
relation  to  the  Catholic  question  ."t  Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  a  person  of  great 
influence  in  the  county  of  Clare.  He  had  conciliated  the  Boman  Catholics 
by  a  constant  advocacy  in  Parliament  for  the  removal  of  their  disabilities. 
Certainly  no  Protestant  could  have  had  a  fairer  chance  of  support,  not  only 
from  the  landlords  but  from  their  tenantry.  Yet  the  whole  power  of  the 
Catholic  Association  was  called  forth  to  prevent  his  return,  and  to  secure  the 
election  of  Mr.  O'Connell,  who,  by  his  faith,  was  disqualified  from  sitting  in 
Parliament.  During  the  short  administration  of  Mr.  Canning  the  Association, 
founded  in  1823,  had  voluntarily  dissolved  itself,  having  confidence  that  the 
Minister  would  bring  forward  some  efiectual  measure  of  relief.  The  accession 
to  power  of  the  duke  of  Wellington  and  Mr.  Peel,  and  the  subsequent 
changes  in  the  Cabinet  which  had  disturbed  the  balance  of  opinions  on  the 
greatest  question  of  domestic  policy,  revived  the  Association  with  new  strength, 
which  was  calculated  to  produce  the  most  serious  alarm.  Lord  Anglesey, 
the  Lord-Lieutenant,  had  gone  to  Ireland  with  the  decided  opinion  that  con- 
cessions to  the  Catholics  should  be  refused.  What  he  saw  there  in  the 
summer  of  1828  produced  in  his  mind  a  conviction  of  the  positive  danger  of 
persevering  in  the  old  system  of  policy.  Mr.  O'Connell,  whose  power  as 
a  demagogue  was  probably  never  exceeded  by  any  Irishman  or  English- 
man— gifted  with  a  popular  oratory  which  completely  won  the  hearts  of 
a  fervid  peasantry — professing  the  utmost  deference  to  the  Catholic  priest- 
hood, which  he  swayed  as  much  by  his  devotion  as  a  son  of  the  Cimrch 
as  by  his  prompt  and  versatile  ability — wanting  perhaps  "  very  deter- 
mined courage,"  %  but  with  every  other  quality  for  the  leader  of  a  rebellion 
— ^Mr.  O'Connell  stirred  up  his  countrymen  to  a  madness  of  which  the 
Clare  election  was  the  type.  The  Catholics  had  a  common  grievance  and 
a  common  sympathy,  which,  since  the  Union,  had  been  a  constant  source 
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of  irritation  and  of  occasional  alarm.  But  a  real  sense  of  the  imminent 
danger  of  refusing  concession  had  never  been  produced,  until  the  proof 
was  supplied  bj  tbe  Clare  election  that  local  and  personal  attachments 
were  weakened,  that  the  friendlj  relations  of  men  in  different  classes  were 
loosened,  and  that  a  power  bad  arisen  "  to  unite  the  scattered  elements  of 
society  into  a  homogeneous  and  disciplined  mass,  yielding  willing  obedience 
to  the  assumed  authority  of  superior  intelligence,  hostile  to  the  law  and  to 
the  government  which  administered  it."*  At  the  period  of  the  Clare  election 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  wrote  to  the  Home  Secretary  that  he  was  quite  certain 
that  the  agitators  could  lead  on  the  people  to  rebeUion  at  a  moment's  notice, 
but  that  the  hope  of  tranquillity,  present  and  future,  rested  upon  the  belief 
of  O'Connell  and  his  friends  that  they  could  carry  their  cause  by  agitation 
and  intimidation,  without  coming  to  blows.  Lord  Anglesey  believed  their 
success  to  be  inevitable.  "  There  may  be  rebellion ;  you  may  put  to  death 
thousands ;  you  may  suppress  it ;  but  it  will  only  be  to  put  off  the  day  of 
compromise,  and  in  the  meantime  the  country  is  still  more  impoverished,  and 
the  minds  of  the  people  are,  if  possible,  still  more  alienated.*' f  On  the  5th 
•of  July  Mr.  O' Council  was  elected  for  Clare.  A  petition  against  his  return 
was  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons,  but  nothing  was  done,  for  the 
Session  was  nearly  at  an  end.  The  great  Agitator  did  not  attempt  to  take 
his  seat  during  the  three  weeks  which  elapsed  between  his  return  and  the 
prorogation  of  Parliament.  He  had  six  months  before  him  for  continued 
agitation.  The  Session  closed  on  the  28th  of  July,  without  a  word  in  the 
King's  Speech  regarding  Ireland. 

The  duke  of  Wellington,  in  the  course  of  a  debate  in  May,  1829,  said, "  It 
is  now  well  known  that  during  the  whole  of  the  last  autumn  and  summer  I 
had  those  measures  in  contemplation  which  have  been  since  brought  into 
effect.  It  is  also  well  known  that  my  principal  object,  and  that  to  which  all 
my  efforts  were  directed,  was  to  prevail  upon  the  person  in  these  kingdoms 
the  moat  interested  of  all  others,  from  his  situation,  in  the  settlement  of  the 
Catholic  question,  to  give  his  consent  to  its  being  brought  forward."  X  ^ 
the  autumn  and  summer  of  1828  the  duke  had  not  only  a  diifficulty  with 
the  king,  but  with  the  one  of  most  importance  amougst  his  colleagues. 
At  the  beginning  of  August  the  Premier  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  had 
been  in  communication  with  the  King.  Mr.  Peel  was  invited  to  participate 
in  the  proposed  arrangement.  He  gave  his  deliberate  opinion  by  letter 
to  the  duke  of  Wellington,  that  there  was  upon  the  whole  less  of  evil 
in  making  a  decided  effort  to  settle  the  Catholic  question  than  in  leaving 
it,  as  it  had  been  left,  an  open  question.  Mr.  Peel,  however,  proposed 
to  retire  from  the  government,  although  he  was  willing  to  support  it, 
but  unwilling  to  undertake  the  management  of  this  business  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  Twenty  years  after,  he  says  that  this  letter  was 
written  with  a  clear  foresight  of  the  penalties  to  which  the  course  he  resolved 
to  take  would  expose  him — "the  rage  of  party,  the  alienation  of  private 
friends,  the  interruption  of  family  affections."  He  would  not  condescend  to 
notice  other  penalties,  such  as  the  loss  of  office  and  of  royal  favour,  "  if  they 
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were  not  the  heayiest  in  the  estimation  of  vulgar  and  low-minded    men 
incapable  of  appreciating  higher  motives  of  public  conduct."  • 

The  efforts  of  the  duke  of  Wellington  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  king, 
that  the  whole  subject  of  Ireland,  including  the  Catholic  question,  should  be 
taken  into  consideration  bj  his  confidential  servants,  were  not  successful 
dnring  the  remaining  months  of  1828.  In  his  interviews  with  the  duke  his 
majesty  manifested  much  uneasiness  and  irritation.  Lord  El  don  represents 
that  the  king  told  him,  at  an  interview  on  the  28th  of  March,  1829,  that  his 
Ministers  had  threatened  to  resign  if  the  measures  were  not  proceeded  in,  and 
that  he  had  said  to  them,  "  Go  on,"  when  an  interview  which  had  lasted  several 
hours  had  brought  him  into  such  a  state  that  he  hardly  knew  what  he  was 
abont.t  Mr.  Peel,  very  early  in  the  course  of  these  discussions,  had  expressed 
his  opinion  that  whenever  it  was  once  determined  that  an  attempt  should  be 
made  by  the  Grovernment  to  settle  the  Catholic  question,  the  settlement 
should  be,  if  possible,  a  complete  one.  Partial  concessions  would  be  of  no 
use.  {  On  the  12th  of  January,  1829,  the  six  Ministers  who  had  voted 
uniformly  against  the  Catholic  claims,  had  each  a  separate  interview  with  his 
Majesty,  when  he  intimated  his  consent  that  the  whole  question  of  Ireland 
should  be  considered  without  his  being  pledged  by  such  consent  to  adopt  the 
views  of  his  confidential  servants,  however  unanimous  they  might  be.  On 
the  17th  the  duke  of  Wellington  wrote  to  Mr.  Peel,  that  he  did  not  see  the 
slightest  chance,  in  consequence  of  what  had  passed  in  interviews  with  the 
king,  and  with  certain  of  the  bishops,  of  getting  rid  of  these  difficulties,  if 
Mr.  Peel  should  not  continue  in  office.  Mr.  Peel  yielded  to  this  earnest 
solicitation.  When  the  draft  of  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  was  submitted 
to  the  king,  he  gave  a  reluctant  assent  to  the  passage  which  implied  an 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  G-ovemment  to  make  a  decisive  effort  to  adjust 
the  Catholic  question.  The  Parliament  was  opened  by  Commission  on  the 
5th  of  February.  The  day  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament  Mr.  Peel 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  yice-Chancellor  of  Oxford  expressing  his  intention 
to  vacate  his  seat  for  that  University. 

In  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  the  existence  of  an  Association  in  Ireland 
dangerous  to  the  public  peace,  and  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
atitation,  was  pointed  out,  to  ask  for  such  powers  as  may  enable  his  Majesty 
to  maintain  his  just  authority.  '^  His  Majesty  recommends  that,  when  this 
essential  object  shall  have  been  accomplished,  you  should  take  into  your 
deliberate  consideration  the  whole  condition  of  Ireland ;  and  that  you  should 
review  the  laws  which  impose  civil  disabilities  on  his  Majesty's  Eoman 
Catholic  subjects.  You  will  consider  whether  the  removal  of  those  disabili- 
ties can  be  effected  consistently  with  the  full  and  permanent  security  of  our 
establishments  in  Church  and  State,  with  the  maintenance  of  the  Eeformed 
Seligion  established  by  law,  and  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  bishops  and 
of  the  clergy  of  this  realm,  and  of  the  churches  committed  to  their  charge." 
In  the  House  of  Peers  the  duke  of  Wellington  announced  that  the  measure 
which  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Oovemment  to  propose  for  the  adoption 
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of  Parliament,  would  extend  to  tbe  removal  generally  of  all  civil  disabilitiea 
under  which  the  Boman  Catholics  laboured,  with  exceptions  solely  resting 
on  special  grounda.  In  the  House  of  Commons  Mr.  Feel  made  a  similar 
announcement.*  The  great  contest  in  Parliament  was  not  to  come  on  till 
Mr.  Peel  should  be  in  his  place  to  take  his  proper  share  in  the  discussions. 
He  was  persuaded  to  allow  his  name  to  be  put  in  nomination  for  re-election 
at  Oxford.  His  friends  did  not  suflBiciently  estimate  the  power  of  a  party  cry. 
Sip  Bobert  Inglis,  his  opponent,  was  finally  returned  by  a  majority  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-six  votes.  Lord  Colchester  records  the  termination  of  the 
election,  adding,  "  Cheers  for  lord  Eldon  in  Convocation,  hisses  for  the  King, 
hisses  and  groans  for  Peel."  Nevertheless  the  value  of  these  hisses  and 
groans  may  be  tested  from  the  fact  that  Mr.  Peel  polled  twice  as  many  first- 
class  men  as  sir  Eobert  Inglis,  and  the  "  No-Popery"  and  "  Church  in 
Danger**  cries  were  not  universally  successful,  for  he  had  three  hundred  and 
thirty-three  clergymen  amongst  his  supporters.  Mr.  Peel  took  his  seat  for 
Westbury  on  the  3rd  of  March.  The  Bill  for  suppressing  the  Catholic 
Association  had  passed  during  the  Secretary's  absence  from  Parliament.  In 
that  interval  seyeral  thousand  petitions  were  presented  to  Parliament, — the 
greater  part  against  the  proposed  measures  of  concession.  Lord  Eldon  was 
the  most  indefatigable  in  the  enforcement  of  the  prayer  of  these  very  exclu- 
sive productions,  which  echoed  his  own  assertion  on  the  first  night  of  the 
Session,  that  if  a  Boman  Catholic  were  ever  admitted  to  form  part  of  the 
Legislature,  or  to  hold  any  of  the  great  offices  of  state,  from  that  moment  the 
sun  of  Great  Britain  was  set  for  ever.  In  the  House  of  Commons  Mr.  Peel 
gave  notice,  on  the  3rd  of  March,  that  on  the  5th  he  would  call  attention  to 
that  part  of  the  speech  from  the  throne  which  referred  to  tbe  civil  disabili- 
ties of  the  Boman  Catholics.  On  the  evening  of  the  3rd  the  king  com- 
manded the  duke  of  Wellington,  lord  Lyndburst,  and  Mr.  Peel,  to  attend 
him  at  Windsor  on  the  following  day.  Tbe  audience  lasted  five  hours.  The 
king  most  tenaciously  insisted  that  no  alteration  should  be  made  of  the 
ancient  oath  of  supremacy.  The  ministers  as  firmly  maintained  that  without 
this  alteration  the  measure  of  relief  would  be  unavailing.  They  left  the 
royal  closet  in  the  assured  belief  that  their  official  functions  were  at  an  end. 
*'  At  the  close  of  the  interview  the  king  took  leave  of  us  with  great  com- 
posure and  great  kindness,  gave  to  each  of  us  a  salute  on  each  cheek,  and 
accepted  our  resignation  of  office,  frequently  expressing  his  sincere  regret  at 
the  necessity  which  compelled  us  to  retire  trom  his  service,'*  •  Before  the 
king  went  to  rest  a  great  and  sudden  change  had  come  over  him.  He  wrote 
to  the  duke  of  Wellington  to  acquaint  him  that  he  anticipated  so  much 
difficulty  in  the  attempt  to  form  another  administration  that  he  could  not 
dispense  with  the  services  of  those  whose  resignations  he  had  accepted,  and 
that  they  were  at  liberty  to  proceed  with  the  measures  of  which  notice  had 
been  given  in  Parliament,  f 

On  the  5th  of  March,  from  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  all  the  avenues  of 
the  House  of  Commons  were  crowded  by  persons  who  hoped  to  gain  admis- 
sion to  the  gallery.  The  doors  were  not  opened  till  six  o'clock ;  for,  accord- 
ing to  a  notice  previously  given,  the  House  was  called  over.    To  put  an  end 
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to  all  possible  cavil  on  the  part  of  the  king,  Mr.  Feel  had  suggested  to  the 
duke  of  Wellington  that  a  distinct  authority  should  be  given  to  them  to  saj 
to  Parliament  that  the  measures  in  contemplation  were  proposed  with  the 
entire  sanction  of  his  Majesty.     That  authority  haviug  beea  received  during 
the  nighty  Mr.  Peel  commenced  his  speech  in  these  words  :-^"  I  rise  as  a 
Minister  of  the  King,  and  sustained  by  the  just  authority  which  belongs  to 
that  character,  to  vindicate  the  advice  given  to  his  Majesty  by  an  united 
Cabinet."     With  regard  to  himself,  he  had  for  years  attempted  to  maintain 
the  exclusion  of  Itoman  Catholics  from  Parliament  and  the  high  offices  of 
state.     He  did  not  think  it  was  an  unnatural  or  unreasonable  struggle.     He 
resigned  it,  in  consequence  of  the  conviction  that  it  could  no  longer  be 
advantageously  maintained.    As  Mr.  Peel  proceeded  to  explain  the  proposed 
measure,  in  a  speech  of  four  hours,  the  cheers  of  the  House  were  occasionally 
heard  in  Westminster  Hall.     The  Bill  would  admit  a  Boman  Catholic  to 
Parliament  upon  taking  an  oath,  in  place  of  the  old  oath  of  supremacy,  that 
he  would  support  the  existing  institutions  of  the  State,  and  not  injure  those 
of  the  Church.     It  would  admit  a  Eoman  Catholic  to  all  the  greatest  offices 
of  government,  with  the  exception  of  Begent,  Lord  Chancellor  of  England, 
and  Lord  Chancellor  and  Viceroy  of  Ireland.     All  corporate  offices  and 
municipal  privileges,  all  that  pertained  to  the  administration  of  justice, 
would  be  open  to  Boman  Catholics.    From  all  offices  connected  with  the 
Church,  with  its  universities  and  schools,  and  from  Church  patronage,  they 
would  be  necessarily  excluded.     Commands  in  the  army  and  navy  had  been 
open  to  them  before  this  measure.    Connected  with  the  Bill  of  Belief,  there 
were  securities  and  restrictions  proposed  ;  and  by  a  separate  bill  the  quali- 
fication for  the  freeholder's  electoral  franchise  in  Ireland  was  increased  from 
forty  shillings  to  ten  pounds.     It  is  unnecessary  to  trace  the  course  of  the 
debates  in  either  House  during  the  conflict,  which  lasted  to  the  10th  of  April, 
when  the  Belief  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  a 
majority  of  a  hundred  and  four.    It  had  been  passed  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, on  the  30th  of  March,  by  a  majority  of  a  hundred  and  seventy-eight. 
Amidst  the  passionate  invectives,  the  taunts  and  sneers,  of  the  opposers  of 
the  measure,  there  was  one  sentence  in  the  speech  of  a  great  man  who  relied 
upon  no  oratorical  power  for  enforcing  conviction,  which  made  more  impres- 
sion upon  the  mind  and  heart  of  the  nation  than  the  highest  displays  of 
argument  or  declamation.     Thus  spoke  the  duke  of  Wellington,  on  moving 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  on  the  4th  of  April :   "  My  lords,  I  am  one  of 
those  who  have  probably  passed  a  longer  period  of  my  life  engaged  in  war 
than  most  men,  and  principally,  I  may  say,  in  civil  war ;  and  I  must  say 
this, — ^that  if  I  could  avoid,  by  any  sacrifice  whatever,  even  one  mo)ith  of 
civil  war  in  the  country  to  which  I  am  attached,  I  would  sacrifice  my  life  in 
order  to  do  it.     I  say  that  there  is  nothing. which  destroys  property  and 
prosperity,  and  demoralizes  character,  to  the  degree  that  civil  war  does ;  by 
it  the  hand  of  man  is  raised  against  his  neighbour,  against  his  brother,  and 
against  his  father ;  the  servant  betrays  his  master,  and  the  whole  scene  ends 
in  confusion  and  devastation.    Yet,  my  lords,  this  is  the  resource  to  which 
we  must  have  looked — ^these  are  the  means  to  which  we  must  have  applied, 
in  order  to  have  put  an  end  to  this  state  of  things,  if  we  had  not  made  the 
option  of  bringing  forward  the  measures,  for  which  I  hold  myseLfrespon-r 
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Bible."  *     The  great  Captain  was  assailed  as  virulently  as  Mr.  Peel  was 
assailed,  bj  the  most  furious  of  those  who  assumed  to  be  the  onlj  true 
supporters  of  Church  and  State.     The  earl  of  "Winchelsea  published  a  letter 
in  which  he  insinuated  that  the   duke  had   supported    the   establishment 
of   King's    College,  that    he    "might    the    more    effectually,  under    the 
cloak    of   some    outward    show    of    zeal    for    the     Protestant    religion, 
carry  on    his    insidious    designs  for   the    infringement   of   our    liberties, 
and  the  introduction  of   Popery  into  every  department  of   the   State.*' 
The  duke  demanded  that  the  letter  should  be  withdrawn ;  the  earl  refused 
to  do  so.     On  the  21st  of  March  the  two  peers  had  a  hostile  meeting  in 
Battersea  fields.    The  duke  of  WeUington  fired  without  effect ;  the  earl  of 
Winchelsea  discharged  his  pistol  in  the  air,  and  then  tendered  a  written 
apology.    In  a  letter  to  the  duke  of  Buckingham  a  month  after  this  transac- 
tion the  duke  of  Wellington  thus  defended  a  conduct  which  he  admitted 
must  have  "  shocked  many  good  men :" — "  The  truth  is  that  the  duel  with 
lord  Winchelsea  was  as  much  part  of  the  Boman  Catholic  question,  and  it 
was  as  necessary  to  undertake  it,  and  carry  it  out  to  the  extremity  to  which 
I  did  carry  it,  as  it  was  to  do  everything  else  which  I  did  do  to  attain  the 
object  which  I  had  in  view.     I  was  living  here^in  an  atmosphere  of  calumny. 
I  could  do  nothing  that  was  not  misrepresented  as  having  some  bad  purpose 
in  view."     When  lord  Winchelsea  published  his  letter  the  duke  determined 
to  act  upon  it.    "  The  atmosphere  of  calumny  in  which  I  had  been  some 
time  living  cleared  away.     The  system  of  calumny  was  discontinued."  t    Mr. 
Peel  had  to  endure  calumnies  even  more  galling  than  those  which  the  duke 
of  Wellington  decided  to  resist  by  the  course  which  a  brave  soldier,  jealous 
upon  the  point  of  honour,  was  then  almost  compelled  to  take  in  deference  to 
the  false  opinions  of  society.    Twenty  years  after  this  great  political  struggle 
sir  Bobert  Peel  wrote  the  following  solemn  appeal  to  protect  his  memory  : 
"  I  can  with  truth  affirm,  as  I  do  solemnly  affirm  in  the  ])resence  of  Almighty 
God,  '  to  whom  all  hearts  be  open,  all  desires  known,  and  from  whom  no 
secrets  are  hid,'  that  in  advising  and  promoting  the  measures  of  1829  I  was 
swayed  by  no  fear  except  the  fear  of  public  calamity,  and  that  I  acted 
throughout  on  a  deep  conviction  that  those  measures  were  not  only  condu- 
cive to  the  general  welfare,  but  that  they  had  become  imperatively  necessaiy 
in  order  to  avert  from  interests  which  had  a  special  claim  upon  my  support — 
the  interests  of  the  Church  and  of  institutions  connected  with  the  Church — 
an  imminent  and  increasing  danger."  % 

The  Catholic  Belief  Bill  received  the  royal  assent  on  the  13th  of  April. 
Lord  Eldon  at  two  previous  audiences  of  George  lY.  had  urged  him  to  refuse 
the  royal  assent.  The  king,  who  was  a  great  actor,  not  only  in  the  power 
of  mimicry  which  he  possessed  but  in  exhibiting  a  well-feigned  passion, 
deceived  his  ex-chancellor  into  the  belief  that  his  old  master  would  peril 
everything,  even  his  throne,  by  this  obsolete  exercise  of  the  royal  prerogative. 
Dangerous,  almost  infatuated,  as  was  this  advice  of  lord  Eldon,  we  cannot 
doubt  his  sincerity ;  we  cannot  believe  that  any  corrupt  motive,  or  even  any 

*  HanBard,  vol.  xxi.  ool.  45. 

t  Dake  of  Baokiogham,  <<  Court  of  George  IT.,'*  vol.  il  p.  897. 

i  *'  Memoirs  by  Sir  Robert  Peel,"  toI.  L  p.  865. 
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personal  ambition,  prompted  bis  interference  to  avert  what  he  believed  would 
be  a  great  political  evil.  He  distrusted  the  Eoman  Catholics,  not  from  a 
blind  adherence  to  a  worn-out  bigotry,  but  from  a  reliance  upon  that 
unstatesmanlike  caution  which  could  not  look  beyond  a  dark  Present  into  a 
brighter  Future.  Happily,  he  had  to  deal  with  a  sovereign  of  different 
character  than  he  who  compelled  Pitt— in  the  fear  that  he  might  drive  the 
king  into  insanity — to  lay  aside  the  implied  pledges  of  the  Union,  and  thus 
to  make  the  Legislature  equivocate  for  thirty  years  with  the  just  expectations 
of  disappointed  millions.  A  few  childish  lamentations,  and  there  would  be 
an  end  of  the  opposition  of  George  the  Fourth  to  the  resolve  of  his  Ministry. 
He  would  go  to  Hanover — he  would  return  no  more  to  England — ^let  them 
get  a  Catholic  king  in  Clarence — were  his  ejaculations  at  the  interview  of 
the  9th  of  April.  On  the  14th  lord  Eidon  wrote  to  his  daughter,—"  The  fatal 
Bill  received  the  royal  assent  yesterday  afternoon.  After  all  I  had  heard  in 
my  visits  not  a  day's  delay."* 

About  a  month  after  the  passing  of  the  Bill  Mr.  .0*Connell  was 
introduced  to  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  purpose  of  taking  his 
seat  for  Clare.  A  petition  agaiast  his  return  had  been  referred  to  a 
Committee,  who  declared  that  he  was  duly  returned.  Mr.  O* Council  had 
been  elected  before  the  passing  of  the  new  Act,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
accordingly  tendered  to  him  the  oath  of  supremacy  which  was  required  to  be 
taken  under  the  old  law.  This  oath  Mr.  O'ConneU  refused  to  take,  claiming 
to  take  the  oath  set  forth  in  the  Belief  Act.  He  was  the  next  day  heard 
at  the  bar.  His  courtesy,  his  moderation,  his  legal  knowledge,  surprised  the 
House,  and  called  forth  the  approving  voices  of  the  great  law  officers  who  had 
opposed  his  claim  at  once  to  take  his  seat.  Upon  a  division  a  new  writ  was 
ordered  for  Clare.  A  large  subscription  was  entered  into  for  securing  Mr. 
O'ConneU's  second  return,  which  took  place  on  the  30th  of  July.  His 
violence  at  that  election  was  a  painful  and  disgusting  contrast  to  his  assumed 
gentleness  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Commons.  His  unmeasured  words 
almost  induced  a  general  apprehension  that  the  great  measure  of  Catholic 
Emancipation  had  been  too  readily  yielded  to  that  sense  of  an  overwhelming 
necessity  which  had  converted  opposing  statesmen  into  its  responsible 
promoters.  There  was  a  higher  principle  than  the  expediency  which  changed 
the  policy  of  Mr.  Peel — a  principle  thus  proclaimed  out  of  the  walls  of 
Parliament,  to  assert  the  Christian  obligation  of  passing  this  law : — 
''It  is  the  direct  duty  of  every  Englishman  to  support  the  claims  of 
the  Boman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  even  at  tlie  hazard  of  injuring  the 
Protestant  Establishment ;  because  those  claims  cannot  be  rejected  without 
great  injustice;  and  it  is  a  want  of  faith  in  God  and  an  unholy  zeal  to 
think  that  he  can  be  served  by  injustice,  or  to  guard  against  contingent 
evil  by  committing  certain  sin."  t  This  was  a  great  truth,  maintained  in 
words  not  to  be  forgotten,  by  a  bold  thinker  who  did  not  fear  evil  tongues 
—one  whose  tolerant  zeal  for  the  Church  establishment,  which  he  ardently 
desired  to  uphold,  could  not  shut  his  eyes  to  the  exclusive  pretensions  of  those 

*  Twin,  vol.  iii.  p.  87. 

t  Dr.  Arnold,  ''Christian  Bttiy  of  considering  the  Roman  Catholic  Claims. "^MiBCellaneons 
Works,  p,  6.  ^-^  J 
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who  would  have  built  its  security  upon  a  rotten  foundation.  It  was  a  truth 
whose  constant  recognition  would  support  every  conscientious  statesman 
through  the  perils  with  which  Ireland  would  yet  be  surrounded;  would 
neutralize  the  interested  agitation  for  the  Eepeal  of  the  Union  which  the  chief 
Agitator  would  for  years  carry  forward  to  the  verge  of  rebellion ;  would  produce 
the  general  conviction  that  the  "  great  injustice  "  being  effectually  removed,  a 
fair  field  would  be  left  for  the  removal  or  amelioration  of  social  evils ;  would 
convert  even  the  terrible  calamity  of  a  famine  into  a  final  blessing ;  would 
"  assert  eternal  Providence  "  in  manifesting  that  a  righteous  act  would  at 
last  have  its  reward,  in  rendering  the  once  wronged  Ireland  no  more  a  terror 
to  England,  but  the  sharer  of  her  liberty  and  her  prosperity — a  true  sister, 
no  longer  to  be  alienated  by  just  complaints,  much  less  by  demagogic 
violence  and  priestly  stratagem. 

The  Parliament  was  prorogued  on  the  24th  of  June.  The  landowners 
when  they  returned  to  their  country  mansions  did  not  find  happy  faces 
amidst  either  tenants  or  labourers.  The  summer  and  autumn  were  wet  and 
cold ;  the  harvest  was  protracted ;  the  crops  were  ill  got  in,  and  were  hurried 
to  market.  They  were  found  to  be  of  inferior  quality,  and  prices  suffered 
temporarily  a  great  depression.  Then  came  the  severest  winter  since 
1813-14.  Parliament  met  on  the  4th  of  February,  1830.  The  King's  Speech 
lamented  that  notwithstanding  the  indication  of  active  commerce  afforded 
by  increased  exports,  distress  should  prevail  amongst  the  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  classes.  One  effectual  mode  of  mitigating  the  pressure  upon 
industrial  capital  was  announced  in  the  intention  to  propose  a  considerable 
reduction  in  the  amount  of  public  expenditure.  The  promise  was  realized. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  proposed,  on  the  15  th  of  March,  the  total 
remission  of  the  excise  duties  on  beer,  cider,  and  leather.  Increased  duties 
on  spirits  were  to  supply  a  portion  of  the  deficiency.  The  propositions  of 
the  government  were  finally  agreed  to.  Motions  for  Beform  of  Parliament 
were  brought  forward,  with  the  usual  fate  of  every  previous  attempt  to  carry 
a  sweeping  or  a  partial  measure.  Again  was  it  resolved  that  the  seat  which 
was  vacant  through  the  corruption  of  East  Betford  should  not  be  trans- 
ferred to  Birmingham.  Mr.  O'Connell  proposed  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
establish  universal  suffrage,  triennial  parliaments,  and  vote  by  ballot.  Lord 
John  Bussell  had  a  counter*proposition  for  additional  representatives  for 
populous  counties  and  large  unrepresented  towns.  The  solution  of  this 
difficult  problem  seemed  as  far  off  as  ever.  It  was  helped  forward  hj  the 
imprudent  conduct  of  a  great  peer  who  openly  proclaimed  what  too  many 
of  the  aristocracy  felt  in  their  hearts.  A  petition  was  presented  to  the 
House  of  Commons  complaining  of  the  interference  of  the  duke  of  Newcastle 
in  the  elections  for  the  borough  of  Newark,  and  praying  that  his  power  of 
ejecting  tenants  from  the  property  which  he  held  as  lessee  of  Crown  lands, 
should  be  prevented  in  future  by  the  non-renewal  of  his  lease.  The  govern- 
ment declared  that  it  was  not  their  intention  to  renew  this  lease :  it  was 
uinnecessary,  therefore,  to  grant  a  committee  to  inquire  into  this  matter.  The 
debate,  however,  disclosed  a  correspondence  which  roused  a  feeling  of  indig- 
nation throughout  the  land.  A  public  meeting  had  been  held  at  Newark 
to  condemn  the  proceedings  of  the  nobleman  who  appeared  to  have  held  in 
small  respect  the  well-known  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  that  it 
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18  a  Tiolation  of  the  privileges  of  Parliament  for  Peers  of  the  iE^ealm  to 
interfere  in  elections.  The  duke  of  Newcastle  Mras  invited  to  attend  that 
meeting.  He  declined  to  attend,  and  asked  the  bold  question.^  "  May  I  not 
do  what  I  will  with  mine  own  P"  It  was  the  argument  of  Shjlock,  when  he 
demanded  the  pound  of  flesh,  ^'  'Tis  mine,  and  I  will  have  it.'*  These  words 
went  forth  to  teach  Englishmen  that  property  had  its  duties  as  well  as  its 
rights,  preparing  the  way  for  that  quickly-coming  change  when  the 
democratic  element  would  assert  its  claim  to  be  more  respected — when  the 
franchise  would  cease  to  be  considered  as  a  chattel  which  the  great  could  call 
their  own.  One  measure  of  great  importance  was  proposed  this  session  by 
Mr.  Brougham,  as  a  specific  measure  connected  with  his  extensive  views  of 
Law  Beform  which  he  had  developed  in  1828.  On  the  29th  of  April,  1830, 
he  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  establish  Local  Jurisdiction  in  certain 
districts  in  England.  He  showed  that  to  recover  small  sums  in  the  superior 
courts  was  a  process  involving  delay  and  expense  which  prevented  a  creditor 
obtaining  the  satisfaction  of  his  just  demands.  It  was  his  hope  that  he  might 
be  eventually  able  to  establish  the  system  of  local  jurisdiction,  from  which  ho 
expected  benefits  unspeakably  valuable  to  the  country.  That  hope  was  long 
deferred.  The  County  Coiurts,  which  were  founded  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Common  Law  Commissioners,  arising  out  of  Mr.  Brougham's 
views  in  1830,  and  upon  their  further  enforcement  when  he  became  Lord 
Chancellor,  were  not  established  till  queen  Victoria  had  been  eight  years 
upon  the  throne. 

On  the  24th  of  May,  a  message  was  sent  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
by  the  king,  announcing  his  illness  and  stating  the  inconvenience  of  signing 
public  instruments  with  his  own  hand.  A  Bill  was  introduced  for  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  to  affix  the  king's  sign-manual  by  a  stamp,  in 
the  king's  presence,  and  by  his  immediate  order  given  by  word  of  mouth. 
The  Bill  received  the  royal  assent  on  the  29th  of  May.  On  the  26th  of 
June,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  king  GFeorge  the  Fourth  expired  at 
'Windsor  Castle.  It  is  difficult  to  look  back  upon  the  career  of  this  prince, 
whose  sovereignty  either  as  Begent  or  King  formed  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant eras  in  the  annals  of  our  country,  without  feeling  how  much  his  life 
had  been  one  of  great  opportunities  wasted  and  of  natural  powers  perverted ; 
how  the  circumstances  by  which  he  had  been  siurounded  from  his  youth 
were  almost  wholly  injurious  to  his  character  and  his  happiness.  The 
present  generation, — in  some  degree  by  the  force  of  contrast — have  come 
to  look  very  severely  upon  the  faults  of  this  erring  brother.  They  were 
painfully  visited  upon  him  by  the  absence  of  all  domestic  happiness,  by 
the  feeling  that  he  was  not  beloved  or  respected  by  the  people  he  was 
appointed  to  rule  over.  The  duke  of  "Wellington  has  given  a  character  of 
the  monarch  who  held  in  dread  the  great  captain's  strong  sense  and 
inflexible  resolution :  ''  He  was  indeed,"  said  the  duke,  "  the  most  extra- 
ordinary compound  of  talent,  wit,  buffoonery,  obstinacy,  and  good  feeling — 
in  short,  a  medley  of  the  most  opposite  qualities,  with  a  great  preponder- 
ance of  good — that  I  ever  saw  in  any  character  in  my  life."  • 

•  BaikeB*8  "  Diary,"  vol.  i.  p.  92  • 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


Oath  of  allegiance  taken  by  Peers  and  Commoners— Basiness  of  Parliament  commenced— Unmea- 
sured language  in  the  House  of  Ck)mmons— Motion  for  a  Regency  in  the  event  of  the  kings 
demise — France — Retrospect  of  government  in  leign  of  Charles  X. — Princft  Poligna*.* 
appointed  President  of  the  Council — Sudden  prorogation  of  the  Chambers — Algiers— The 
Royal  Ordinances  promulgated — The  three  days  of  July — Duke  of  Orleans  Lieuttt»nt- 
General  of  the  Kingdom— Abdication  of  Charles  X.— Duke  of  Orleans  Kinp-- 
liecognition  by  England  of  the  new  government  of  France — Revolution  of  Belgiam---Tb« 
opening  of  the  Liverpool  and  Manchester  Railway — Early  opposition  to  the  Railvsf 
system — The  Locomotive  Engine — George  Stephenson — His  son  Robert — AnticipatioM  oi 
the  triumphs  of  Railways — Death  of  Mr.  Huskisson — Opening  of  Parliament— Declaration 
of  the  duke  of  Wellington— The  king's  visit  to  the  City  postponed— Defeat  of  Ministere  on 
the  Civil  List— They  resign— Mr.  Brougham's  parliamentary  position— Administration  of 
earl  Grey  completed — List  of  the  Ministry. 

On  Friday,  the  25th  of  June,  both  Houses  of  Parliament  had  adjourned 
to  the  following  Monday.     The  death  of  George  the  Fourth  having  taken 
place  at  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  eummonaes  were  issued 
for  the  immediate  attendance  of  the  Peers  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  King  William  the  Fourth  as  administered  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor.     According  to  ancient  practice  the  oath  to  the  Commons  was  to 
be  administered  by  the  Lord  Steward.     At  an  early  hour,  therefore,  many 
members  of  the  Lower  House  attended  in  the  Long  Gallery  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  this  oath.     The  Lord  Steward,  the  I^Iarquis  of  Conyngbam,  did 
not  arrive  till  late.     When  the  House  did  meet,  Mr.  Brougham  made  an 
indignant  protest  against  the  treatment  which  the  Commons  of  England  had 
experienced;  for  many  members  had  that  morning,  like  himself,  been  kept 
for  hours  dancing  attendance  in  the  Long  Gallery,  and  w*aiting  the  pleasure 
of  the  Lord  Steward.     On  the  following  Monday  Mr.  Brougham  explained 
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that  be  Bbould  not  haye  indulged  in  the  remarks  which  he  had  made  on  the 
Saturday  had  he  been  aware  that  the  Lord  Steward,  being  also  goyemor  of 
Windsor  Castle,  could  not  leave  till  he  had  handed  over  the  bodj  of  the 
king  to  the  Lord  Chamberlain.  The  incident  is  scarcely  worth  notice,  except 
as  affording  a  very  early  indication  of  the  policy  of  Mr.  Brougham — "  that 
he  at  least  had  no  intention  of  any  longer  forming  a  portion  of  what  was 
termed  his  Majesty's  opposition,  but  that  he  was  about  to  resume  in  earnest 
the  character  of  an  opponent."  *  The  voice  of  public  scandal,  whose  echo 
never  died  away,  asserted  that  the  Marquis  of  Conyngham  and  his  family 
had  very  important  private  interests  to  take  care  of  at  Windsor  Castle,  in 
the  few  hours  that  elapsed  between  the  death  of  the  king  and  their  departure 
from  the  palace  of  which  they  had  long  been  inmates. 

On  the  29th  of  June  the  business  of  parliament  commenced.  A  message 
from  the  king  recommended  **  such  temporary  provision  as  may  be  requisite 
for  the  public  service  in  the  interval  that  may  elapse  between  the  close  of  the 
present  session  and  the  meeting  of  a  new  parliament."  During  the  remaining 
three  weeks  of  the  session  there  was  much  sharp  discussion  in  both  Houses. 
On  the  30th  of  June,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  earl  Grey,  upon  the  question 
of  an  Address  to  his  Majesty,  moved  an  amendment  to  adjourn,  in  order  to 
give  time  for  the  consideration  of  the  Civil  List,  and  the  expediency  of 
providing  a  Regency.  The  original  motion  was  carried  by  a  large  majority. 
In  the  House  of  Commons,  lord  Althorp  moved  a  similar  amendment  which 
was  also  lost.  On  that  night,  after  the  proposed  amendment  had  been 
negatived,  a  new  debate  arose  upon  the  question  being  put  on  the  original 
Address.  Several  years  had  passed  since  the  House  of  Commons  had  heard 
such  unmeasured  language  as  now  proceeded  from  the  orator  who  was  the 
real  leader  of  the  Opposition.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  this  fierceness 
should  have  been  provoked  by  any  act  or  manifest  temper  of  the  government 
— by  anything  beyond  the  popular  suspicion  that  the  duke  of  Wellington  was 
an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of  his  country.  A  threat  was  supposed  to  have 
been  held  out  in  the  other  House  by  the  duke  which  Mr.  Brougham  thus  inter- 
preted for  him — "  if  you  leave  government  in  the  minority,  I  will  resign,  and 
where  then  will  you  get  a  Field-Marshal  to  superintend  your  finances  and  your 
law-courts  ?"  Mr.  Brougham  then  warned  the  government  th^t  in  the  event 
of  a  new  election  they  might  look  back  even  to  the  parliament  with  some  of 
the  pleasures  of  memory.  Their  case  might  be  the  same  as  that  of  prince 
Folignac,  who  must  needs  send  the  representatives  of  France  to  their 
constituents,  and  in  choosing  a  new  Assembly  that  great  nation  was  up,  not 
in  arms,  but  in  the  panoply  of  reason.  "  We  can  perceive,  sir,  in  this 
country  as  an  that,  that  the  day  of  force  is  over,  and  that  the  Minister  who 
hopes  to  rule  by  an  appeal  to  Eoyal  favour  or  military  power  may  be 
overwhelmed,  though  I  in  nowise  accuse  him  of  such  an  attempt.  Him  I 
accuse  not.  It  is  you  I  accuse — his  flatterers— his  mean,  fawning,  parasites.*' 
Sir  Bobert  Peel  rose :  ''  I  ask  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  as  I  am  one 
of  those  on  this  side  of  the  House  to  which  he  is  referring,  whether  he 
means  to  accuse  me  of  such  conduct  p  ....  I  ask  him  whether  he  presumes 
—whether  he  presumes  to  call  me  the  mean  and  fawning  parasite  of  any- 

•  Roebuck,  "History  of  the  Whig  Miniatry,"  toI.  i.  p.  251. 
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body  ?"  The  historian  of  the  Whig  Ministry  says,  "  Checked  thus  suddenly 
in  mid-career,  Mr.  Brougham  seemed  at  once  to  perceiye  that  the  phrase  he 
had  used,  and  the  charge  he  had  brought,  were  not  to  be  justified."  He 
disclaimed  every  intention  of  applying  the  words  to  sir  Eobert  Feel  himself. 
Sir  Bobert  Peel  required  something  more.  Mr.  Brougham  had  "  no  right  to 
accuse  men  as  honest,  upright,  and  independent  as  himself,  of  being  parasites. 
He  would  make  the  apology  and  retractation  for  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman" — that  "  these  words  were  uttered  in  the  warmth  of  debate,  and 
without  reference  to  any  individual  application."*  Mr.  Brougham  at  once 
adopted  the  apology  thus  prescribed  to  him. 

On  the  6th  of  July  Mr.  B.  G-rant  moved  an  Address  to  his  Majesty, 
touching  the  expediency  of  making  provision  against  the  dangers  to  which 
the  country  might  be  exposed  by  a  demise  of  the  crown.  The  motion  was 
rejected  by  a  majority  of  a  hundred  and  fifty-four.  It  was  on  this  occasion 
that  Mr.  Macaulay,  who  had  very  recently  been  returned  to  Parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Calne,  first  exhibited  his  power  of  discussing  a  constitutional 
question  upon  broader  principles  than  those  of  the  mere  debater.  The 
Solicitor-Qeneral  had  talked  about  the  delipacy  due  to  the  new  monarch ; 
that  in  previous  cases  of  interference  there  had  been  a  suspension  of  the 
executive  functions.  "I  should  wish,"  said  Mr.  Macaulay,  "to  ask  the 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  what  he  conceives  to  bo  the  end  and  object 
of  Parliament  p  The  history  of  our  hereditary  form  of  government  does 
not  present  us  with  any  certain  security  for  the  wisdom  or  virtue  of  the 
chief  magistrate.  The  destinies  of  the  community  may  be  entrusted  to  the 
feeble  hands  of  infancy  ;  and  this  and  other  consequences  have  afforded  ample 
themes  to  the  satirist  and  the  dedaimer.  Look,  at  this  moment,  at  the 
enormous  weight  and  extent  of  power  confided  to  the  hereditary  monarch, 

whether  an  infant  or  an  adult Yet  this  enormous  empire,  with  all 

its  complicated  interests,  may  be  placed  under  the  control  of  a  thoughtless 
boy  or  girl.  For  a  child,  unable  to  walk  or  to  express  the  simplest  wish  in 
its  mother  tongue,  the  claims  of  veteran  Generals  and  of  accomplished  States- 
men are  passed  by.  Senates  pay  it  homage,  and  by  the  years  of  its  rule  laws 
are  numbered  and  public  Acts  are  dated.  To  many  this  system  may  appear, 
if  not  absurd,  unreasonable ;  and  what  is  the  answer  P  Why  in  this  enlight- 
ened age  do  we  resist,  and  would  oppose  even  with  our  lives  any  change  of 
that  system  P    What  is  the  advantage  that  counterbalances  its  numerous  and 

admitted  evils  P      It  may  be  designated  in  one  word — certainty 

Under  an  hereditary  government  the  Boyal  authority  passes  without  interval 
from  one  Boyal  depository  to  another,  and  none  can  dispute  in  whom  the 
right  to  the  supreme  magistracy  resides.  If  this  certainty  be  of-  more  value 
than  wisdom,  virtues,  or  public  services — if  it  be  paramount  to  every  other 
consideration,  then,  I  ask,  what  becomes  of  all  the  arguments  of  the  honour- 
able and  learned  member  P  He  tells  us  to  pause  in  the  appointment  of  a 
Begency,  and  to  choose  well,  rather  than  to  choose  soon ;  but  if  we  follow 
his  advice,  we  forego  the  only  advantage  of  our  hereditary  form  of  government 
— its  certainty."t  A  satisfactory  measure  by  which  this  desirable  certainty 
was  attained,  the  personage  in  whom  the  nation  could  place  the  utmost  confi- 

HaDsard,  vol.  xxt.  col.  326.  t  Hid,,  vol.  xxv.  coL  1^29. 
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dence  being  nominated  Bole  Eegent,  was  passed  in  the  new  Parliament.  The 
duchess  of  Kent  was  appointed  to  this  high  office,  in  the  event  of  the  prin- 
cess Victoria  becoming  Queen  before  she  had  attained  the  age  of  eighteen. 

The  king,  on  the  23rd  of  July,  prorogued  Parliament  in  person.  The 
royal  speech  contained  these  flattering  words :  '^  It  is  with  the  utmost  satis- 
faction that  I  find  myself  enabled  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  general  tran- 
quillity of  Europe.''     On  the  24fch  Parliament  was  dissolved  by  proclamation. 

It  has  been  observed  by  M.  Guizot  that  the  ties,  apparent  or  concealed, 
that  exist  between  Prance  and  England,  have  never  been  broken  even  by 
their  rivalries.  **  Whether  they  know  or  are  ignorant  of  it,  whether  they 
acknowledge  or  deny  the  fact,  they  cannot  avoid  being  powerfully  acted  upon 
by  each  other."  *  Never  was  this  truth  more  strikingly  exemplified  than  in 
the  effect  produced  upon  Eaglish  opinion  with  regard  to  our  domestic  politics, 
by  that  Prench  revolution  of  1830  which,  bursting  forth  within  forty-eight 
hours  of  the  dissolution  <If  our  own  Parliament,  had  a  most  decided  influence 
upon  the  elections  that  took  place  during  the  month  of  August,  and  thus  pro- 
duced a  change  of  administration  which  immediately  led  to  our  own  peaceful 
revolution — the  Beform  of  Parliament.  To  comprehend  in  some  degree  the 
causes  of  the  great  event  which  hurled  the  elder  branch  of  the  Bourbons  from 
that  throne  upon  which  they  appeared  to  be  flrmly  seated  after  the  battle  of 
"Waterloo,  we  must  advert  very  briefly  to  the  course  of  the  government  of 
Prance  after  the  death  of  Louis  XVIII.,  on  the  16th  of  September,  1824. 

On  the  15th  of  August,  a  month  only  before  the  decease  of  Louis,  the 
censorship  of  journals  was  re-established  by  a  royal  ordinance.  The  state 
of  the  king's  health  appeared  to  the  minister,  M.  de  Villele,  to  require  that 
the  government  should  have  in  its  hands  this  power  of  controlling  the  press. 
The  good  sense  of  Louis  XVIII.,  and  his  desire  to  govern  as  far  as  possible 
in  an  enlightened  and  liberal  spirit,  preserved  Prance  during  his  reign  from 
any  popular  convulsion.  Under  the  Charter  the  struggles  of  parties  were  of 
a  constitutional  character.  There  were  great  orators  in  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies  who  were  opposed  to  the  government ;  there  were  bitter  satirists  in 
prose  and  verse,  such  as  Courier  and  Beranger,  who  attacked  the  ultra- 
royalist  party  and  the  priestly  party  with  unsparing  ridicule  ; — ^nevertheless, 
the  nation  had  not  arrived  at  the  belief  that  another  vital  change  in  its 
institutions  was  necessary,  and  was  content  to  confide  in  the  power  of  the 
Charter  gradually  to  repair  its  own  deficiencies.  Charles  X.  came  to  the 
throne.  The  Prench  saw  the  change  with  something  like  dread,  for  he  was 
considered  the  representative  of  ultra-royaUst  opinions.  He  at  once  mani- 
fested a  solicitude  that  the  people  should  accept  him  as  a  constitutional  king. 
His  first  act  was  to  abolish  the  censorship  of  the  journals.  He  said  to  the 
peers  and  deputies  that  his  great  desire  was  to  consolidate  the  Charter  for 
the  happiness  of  his  people.  He  promised  to  each  religious  body  protection 
for  its  worship.  The  ceremony  of  consecrating  the  king  at  Eheims  was  little 
in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  or  the  general  character  of  the 
Prench.  The  people  laughed  and  sneered  when  the  "  Moniteur"  said : — 
*'  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  holy  oil  which  will  flow  on  the  forehead  of 
Charles  X«  in  the  solemnity  of  his  consecration,  is  the  same  as  that  which, 
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since  the  time  of  Clovis,  has  consecrated  the  French  kings."  Napoleon 
putting  the  crown  upon  his  own  head,  was  a  fitter  type  of  popular  sovereignty 
in  France  than  Charles  X.  anointed  in  seven  parts  of  his  body  by  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Eheims.  Nevertheless,  the  king  had  solemnly  promised  to  main- 
tain the  Charter,  and  the  obsolete  pageantries  of  his  coronation  were  not 
imputed  to  him  as  a  fault.  The  people  had  soon  to  learn  how  little  depen- 
dence could  be  placed  upon  the  professions,  and  even  upon  the  liberal  actions, 
of  their  new  king.  "Without  false ' calculation  or  premeditated  deceit, 
Charles  X.  wavered  from  contradiction  to  contradiction,  from  inconsistency 
to  inconsistency,  until  the  day  when,  given  up  to  his  own  will  and  belief,  he 
committed  the  error  which  cost  him  his  throne.*'  •  He  was  at  heart  "  a  true 
emigrant  and  a  submissive  bigot."  In  1826  a  shrewd  Englishman,  writing 
from  Paris,  saw  clearly  how  the  bigotry  would  terminate : — **  The  French 
government  are  behaving  very  foolishly,  flinging  themselves  into  the  arms  of 
the  Jesuits ;  making  processions  through  the  streets  of  twelve  hundred 
priests,  with  the  king  and  royal  family  at  their  head  ;  disgusting  the  people, 
and  laying  the  foundation  of  another  revolution,  which  seems  to  me  (if  this 
man  lives)  to  be  inevitable."  t 

M.  de  VillMe's  career,  as  the  chief  minister  of  Louis  XVIII.  and  Charles 
X.,  had  been  of  a  longer  duration  than  might  have  been  expected  from ^^he  dis- 
cordant elements  by  which  he  was  surrounded.  For  six  years  he  had  been  the 
presiding  spirit  of  the  government.  When  he  entered  upon  power  he  said, 
"  I  am  bom  for  the  end  of  revolutions."  This  belief  had  little  of  the  spirit 
of  prophecy,  however  the  prudence  and  sagacity  of  this  minister  might  have 
retarded  that  isolation  of  the  ruler  from  the  ruled  which  is  the  beginning  of 
new  revolutions.  The  elections  of  1827  were  unfavourable  to  the  govern* 
ment ;  and  the  minister,  not  having  the  cordial  support  of  the  whole  Eoyalist 
party,  was  compelled  to  retire  from  office.  The  dauphiness  said  to  the  king, 
"  in  abandoning  M.  de  VillMe,  you  have  descended  the  first  step  of  your 
throne."  M.  de  Martignac  became  the  head  of  the  cabinet  which  replaced 
that  of  M.  de  Villele.  His  tendencies  were  liberal  and  couBtitutional ;  his 
talents  had  not  their  proper  influence  either  with  the  king  or  the  chambers. 
He  did  what  was  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  measures  of  repression  which 
one  party  desired,  and  to  carry  forward  those  measures  of  conciliation  which 
he  thought  would  retard  a  rupture  between  the  throne  and  the  nation. 
Lafayette  characterised  the  policy  of  Martignac  in  a  very  significant  sen- 
tence : — "  Three  steps  forward  and  two  backward,  we  have  the  net  product 
of  one  little  step."  To  move  forward  at  all,  and  not  to  have  the  power  of 
carrying  the  chambers  in  a  retrogressive  policy,  was  held  at  the  Tuileries  to 
be  the  fault  of  this  minister.  In  August,  1829,  a  royal  ordinance  appeared 
changing  the  whole  of  the  ministry,  and  finally  appointing  Prince  Jules  de 
Polignac  president  of  the  council.  The  prince  had  been  ambassador  in  Eog^ 
land  ;  and  many  of  the  French,  and  not  a  few  of  the  English,  chose  to  believe 
that  he  had  been  appointed  to  his  post  through  the  influence  of  the  duke  of 
Wellington,  and  that  his  subsequent  measures  were  taken  in  concert  with 
our  cabinet.  Sir  Eobert  Peel,  on  the  2nd  of  November,  1830,  emphatically 
denied  that  the  government  of  this  country,  directly  or  indirectly,  had  inter* 
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fered  in  this  appoiutmeDt.  *  In  the  choice  of  Folignac  as  his  prime  minister, 
"  Charles  X.,"  says  M.  Quizot,  "  bad  hoisted  upon  the  Tuileries  the  flag  of 
the  counter-revolution."  On  the  2nd  of  March,  1830,  the  chambers  were 
opened.  There  was  a  half  menace  in  the  royal  speech,  which  appeared  to 
presage  some  exercise  of  arbitrary  power.  "  If  criminal  manoeuvres  were  to 
place  obstacles  in  the  way  of  my  government,  which  I  neither  cau,  nor  wish 
to  foresee,  I  should  find  the  power  of  surmounting  them  in  a  resolution  to 
maintain  the  public  peace,  in  the  just  confidence  of  the  French  people,  and 
in  the  devotion  which  they  have  always  demonstrated  for  their  king."  The 
address  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  which  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  221 
to  181,  affirmed  that  it  was  their  duty  to  declare  to  the  king  that  the  Chartee 
supposed,  in  order  to  its  working,  a  concurrence  between  the  mind  of  the 
sovereign  and  the  interests  of  his  people ;  that  it  was  their  painful  duty  to 
declare  that  such  concurrence  existed  no  longer,  as  the  administration 
ordered  all  its  acts  upon  the  supposition  of  the  disaffection  of  the  people. 
The  next  day  the  chambers  were  prorogued  till  the  1st  of  September.  On 
the  16th  of  May  they  were  dissolved.  New  elections  were  ordered  for  June 
and  July,  and  the  parliament  so  elected  was  to  meet  on  the  3rd  of  August. 
Most  men  saw  clearly  that  a  great  struggle  was  at  hand.  The  duke  of 
Orleans,  on  the  Slst  of  May,  gave  a  fSte  in  honour  of  his  brother-in-law,  the 
King  of  Naples,  at  the  Palais  Eoyal,  at  which  Charles  X.  and  the  royal 
family  were  present.  M.  de  Salvandy  said  to  the  duke  of  Orleans,  ^*  This  is 
truly  a  Neapolitan  festival ;  we  are  dancing  on  a  volcano."  The  duke  agreed 
with  him,  adding  that  he  would  not  have  to  reproach  himself  with  making 
no  effort  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  king.  "  What  am  I  to  do  ?  Nothing  is 
listened  to.  Heaven  only  knows  where  they  will  be  in  six  mouths.  But 
I  well  know  where  I  shall  be.  Under  any  circumstances  my  family  and  I 
remain  in  this  palace."  f 

On  the  12th  of  July,  during  the  progress  of  the  French  elections,  the  news 
arrived  of  the  capture  of  Algiers.  For  two  or  three  years  the  French  govern- 
ment had  been  carrying  on  a  small  war  against  that  barbarian  power.  But 
the  ministry  of  Folignac  resolved  to  strike  a  great  blow  for  the  establishment 
of  a  colonial  dominion,  and  for  the  revival  of  that  passion  for  military  glory 
which  had  so  often  bestowed  popularity  upon  the  rulers  of  France,  in  their 
neglect  of  the  national  industry  and  their  indifference  to  the  growth  of  the 
people's  liberties.  A  formidable  expedition  sailed  from  Toulon  on  the  25tb 
of  May,  of  which  the  three  hundred  and  fifty  ships  carried  forty  thousand 
troops.  Before  the  elections  began,  the  landing  of  this  expedition  was- 
announced.  Before  they  were  concluded,  Algiers  had  been  surrendered,  and 
the  Dey  had  been  dethroned.  But  this  triumph  produced  not  the  slightest 
effect  upon  the  elections.  In  some  respects,  it  made  the  electors  more  deter- 
mined that  a  military  glory  should  not  encourage  the  tendencies  to  Absolutism 
at  home.  M.  Quizot,  upon  hearing  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Algiers,  wrote, 
"  I  hope  this  success  will  not  stimulate  power  to  the  last  madness."  The 
elections  being  completed,  it  was  ascertained  beyond  a  doubt  that  a  very  large 
majority  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  would  be  opposed  to  the  administration 
of  the  prince  de  Folignac.     Charles  X.  at  this  juncture  was  meditating  some 
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desperate  act  which  would  restore  what  he  believed  to  be  his  legitimate  rights. 
"  The  Charter  contained,  for  a  prudent  and  patient  monarch,  certain  means  of 
exercising  the  royal  authority,  and  of  securing  the  Crown.  But  Charles  X. 
had  lost  confidence  in  France  and  in  the  Charter."*  The  historian  of  his  own 
time  relates  that  the  Russian  ambassador,  count  Pozzo  di  Borgo,  a  few  days 
before  the  government  was  committed  to  its  fatal  determination,  had  an 
audience  with  the  King,  in  which  his  Majesty's  conversation  led  the  shrewd 
diplomatist  to  have  little  doubt  as  to  the  measures  in  preparation.  He  had 
found  the  King  studying  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  Charter,  "  seeking  with 
honest  inquietude  the  interpretation  he  wanted  to  find  there :  in  such  cases  we 
always  discover  what  we  are  in  search  of."t  The  fourteenth  article  of  the 
French  Constitution  says  that  the  King  is  supreme  head  of  the  State.  How 
Charles  X.  interpreted  this  is  disclosed  in  that  Revolution  of  July  for  which 
it  is  affirmed  France  had  no  desire.  ^'  The  spirit  of  legality  and  sound  poli- 
tical reason  had  made  remarkable  progress.  Even  during  the  ferment  of  the 
elections,  public  feeling  loudly  repudiated  all  idea  of  a  new  revolution."  { 

On  the  2l8t  of  July  a  Report,  signed  by  the  prince  de  Polignac,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  King  in  council,  in  which  it  was  represented  that  signs  of 
disorganization  and  symptoms  of  anarchy  presented  themselves  in  every  part 
of  the  kingdom ;  that  the  periodical  press  was  the  chief  instrument  of  disorder 
and  sedition.  It  had  endeavoured  to  eradicate  every  germ  of  religious  senti- 
ment from  the  heart  of  the  people ;  worst  of  all,  it  had  dared  to  criticise  the 
causes,  the  means,  the  preparations,  and  the  chances  of  success  of  that  expe- 
dition whose  glory  had  cast  such  a  pure  and  durable  brilliancy  over  the  crown 
of  France.  The  lavrs  were  insufficient  to  restrain  the  licence  of  the  press ;  it 
was  time,  it  was  more  than  time,  to  stop  its  ravages.  The  report  then  set  forth 
that  the  ordinary  conditions  of  representative  government  did  not  then  exist 
in  France ;  that  a  turbulent  democracy  had  disposed  of  a  majority  of  the 
elections  through  the  means  of  the  journals  and  by  affiliated  societies.  The 
fourteenth  article  of  the  Charter  was  then  appealed  to  as  giving  to  the  King 
a  sufficient  power,  not  indeed  for  the  change  of  institutions,  but  for  their 
consolidation  and  immutability.  No  government  on  earth  could  stand  if  it 
had  not  the  power  of  providing  for  its  own  security,  which  is  pre-existent  to 
laws,  because  it  is  in  the  nature  of  things.  The  moment  was  come  to  have 
recourse  to  measures  which  were  in  the  spirit  of  the  Charter,  but  which  are 
beyond  the  limits  of  legal  order,  the  resources  of  which  have  been  exhausted 
in  vain.  Such  was  the  tenor  of  the  document  which  an  infatuated  ministry 
presented  to  an  infatuated  king,  as  a  justification  of  the  decrees  which  they 
proposed  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Constitution. 

The  three  ordinances  by  which  the  liberty  of  the  periodical  press  was  sus- 
pended, the  Chamber  of  Deputies  was  dissolved,  and  the  number  of  deputies 
was  lessened,  and  their  term  of  office  regulated,  were  kept  profoundly  secret 
till  nearly  midnight  of  the  25th  of  July.  No  communication  whatever  was 
made  to  the  heads  of  the  police,  nor  to  the  commanders  of  the  forces,  that  any 
unusual  amount  of  vigilance  or  energy  might  be  required  in  the  possible  event 
of  a  popular  movement.  The  ministers  had  not  the  least  idea  that  any  effect 
would  be  produced  by  their  acts  beyond  the  suspension  of  obnoxious  journals, 

•  Qnizot,  vol.  i.  p.  357.  t  Ibid.,  p.  858.  J  IbuL,  p.  355. 
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and  the  re-election  of  a  Chamber  of  Deputies  under  conditions  more  favour* 
able  to  the  goremment.  At  eleven  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  Sunday,  the  25th 
of  July,  copies  of  the  memorial  of  the  ministers  to  the  King,  and  of  the  three 
ordinances  which  had  been  signed  in  Council  on  that  day,  were  sent  to  the 
responsible  editor  of  the  "  Moniteur/'  to  be  published  in  his  paper  of  the 
following  morning. 

On  Monday  morning,  the  26th  of  July,  whilst  the  population  of  Paris  were 
quietly  proceeding  to  their  various  duties  or  pleasures,  Paris  was  shaken  to  its 
centre  as  by  a  political  earthquake.  Before  the  doors  of  the  Bourse  were 
opened,  the  holders  of  stock  were  crowding  thither  to  sell.  More  important 
than  the  operations  of  commerce  were  the  proceedings  of  the  journalists. 
The  proprietors  and  editors  of  the  chief  opposition  papers  took  a  wise  and 
prudent  course  in  the  first  instance.  They  consulted  the  most  eminent  law- 
yers, who  gave  their  opinion  that  the  ordinances  were  illegal,  and  ought  not 
to  be  submitted  to.  One  of  the  judges  of  the  Tribunal  of  First  Instance 
authonzed  the  ''  Journal  of  Commerce "  to  continue  its  publication  provi- 
sionally, because  the  ordinances  had  not  been  promulgated  in  legal  forms. 
Porty-four  conductors  of  newspapers  assembled  at  the  office  of  the  "  Na- 
tional," signed  a  protest  in  which  they  declared  their  intention  to  resist  the 
ordinances  as  regarded  their  own  interests,  and  invited  the  deputies  to  meet 
on  the  3rd  of  August  as  if  no  decree  had  gone  forth  for  new  elections.  The 
Government,  said  this  protest,  has  this  day  lost  that  character  of  legality 
which  commands  obedience ;  we  resist  it  as  far  as  we  are  concerned ;  it  remains 
for  Prance  to  judge  how  far  it  should  carry  its  own  resistance.  On  that  Monday 
there  was  no  appearance  of  popular  insurrection.  There  was  occasionally  a 
cry  in  the  streets  of  "  Long  live  the  Charter ! — Down  with  the  ministers !" 

The  next  day  a  more  ominous  cry  went  forth — "  Up  with  Liberty — Down 
with  the  Bourbons.'*  The  provisions  of  the  decrees  respecting  the  Press  were 
to  be  carried  through  by  naked  force.  Pour  of  the  most  popular  journals 
had  been  printed  without  the  licence  which  was  required  by  the  ordinance. 
Sentinels  were  placed  around  the  offices  to  prevent  their  sale ;  but  copies  of 
the  journals,  which  not  only  contained  the  ordinances,  but  the  protest  of 
the  journalists,  were  thrown  out  of  the  windows,  and  were  quickly  circulated 
throughout  Paris.  The  old  scenes  of  the  Eevolution  of  1789  were  rapidly 
developed.  In  the  Palais  Boyal,  and  other  public  places,  men  mounted  upon 
chairs  read  the  ordinances  and  the  bitter  comments  upon  them  to  assembled 
crowds.  The  steps  taken  by  the  police  to  prevent  the  farther  issue  of  these 
papers  were  calculated  to  stimulate  the  excitement  of  the  people  into  absolute 
fury.  The  doors  of  the  offices  where  they  were  printed  were  broken  open, 
and  the  presses  rendered  unserviceable.  The  printers  thrown  out  of  their 
employ  joined  the  crowds  in  the  streets ;  and  they  are  not  a  class  to  be 
injured  without  lifting  up  their  voices  against  the  wrong.  In  the  course  of  that 
Tuesday  the  resistance  to  the  acts  of  the  government  began  to  be  transferred 
to  men  who  might  have  been  able  to  guide  its  course  more  safely  than  the 
declamation  of  the  journalists  or  the  passions  of  the  populace.  The  Deputies 
were  beginning  to  arrive  in  Paris.  M.  Guizot  describes  how,  on  reaching  the 
city  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  he  found  a  note  from  M.  Casimir  P^rier, 
inviting  him  to  a  meeting  of  some  of  their  colleagues.  "  A  few  hours  before," 
he  says,  "  and  within  a  short  distance  of  Paris,  the  decrees  were  unknown  to  t 
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me ;  and,  by  the  side  of  legal  opposition,  I  saw  on  my  arrival  revolutionary 
and  unchained  insurrection."  •  He  went  to  the  meeting  at  the  house  of 
M.  Casimir  P^rier,  and  was  selected,  in  conjunction  with  MM.  Yillemain 
and  Dupin,  to  draw  up  in  the  name  of  the  deputies  present  a  protest 
against  the  decrees.  This  protest  was  adopted  on  the  28th.  It  was  signed 
by  sixty-three  deputies.  Its  tone  was  moderate,  and  did  not  close  the  door 
against  conciliation.     It  left  to  the  king  and  his  advisers  a  locus  penitentia. 

The  solution  of  the  great  question  was  very  soon  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
bands  of  deputies  who  entertained  a  diversity  of  opinion ;  some  wishing  to 
carry  resistance  to  the  utmost  limit  of  legal  order  and  not  beyond,  some 
desiring  a  change  of  dynasty,  and  a  few  sighing  for  a  republic.  The  people 
in  the  streets  were  not  distracted  by  contending  opinions ;  they  were  not 
inclined  to  look  forward  to  "the  fashion  of  uncertain  evils."  They  saw  that 
the  government  had  forfeited  its  claim  to  their  obedience,  and  they  little 
cared  what  form  of  government  might  succeed  to  the  one  that  bad  betrayed 
its  trust.  There  were  ten  thousand  soldiers  in  Paris  under  the  command  of 
Marmont.  The  immediate  business  which  presented  itself  to  the  minds  of 
the  people  was  to  fight,  if  necessary.  Ouizot  relates  that,  whilst  he  and  a 
few  other  deputies  were  consulting  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  July,  in  a 
drawing-room  of  the  ground-floor  of  a  private  residence,  whose  windows  were 
open,  a  crowd  of  labouring  people,  youths,  children,  and  combatants  of  every 
kind,  filled  the  court-vard,  and  addressing  the'deputies,  said,  they  were 
ready  to  defend  them,  if  soldiers  and  police,  as  was  stated,  were  coming  to 
arrest  them.  At  the  same  time  they  demanded  an  instant  adhesion  to  their 
revolutionary  proceedings.  M.  Quizot  says,  that  the  revolutionists  at  any 
price,  the  dreamers  of  an  imaginary  future,  had  rapidly  thrown  themselves  into 
the  movement,  and  became  hourly  more  influential  and  exacting.  "  Some  firm 
well-regulated  minds  ventured  to  resist  and  show  themselves  resolved  not  to 
become  revolutionists  even  while  promoting  a  revolution."  This  was  a  subtle 
distinction,  which  certainly  did  not  enter  into  the  views  of  the  great  body  of 
the  bourgeoisie,  who  entered  almost  with  one  accord  into  the  contest  with 
unconstitutional  power,  although  they  had  everything  to  lose  by  the  spread 
of  anarchy.  The  manufacturers  had  closed  their  workshops,  and  sent  their 
men  into  the  streets  to  contend  for  their  common  liberties. .  The  members  of 
the  National  Guard,  which  had  been  disbanded  in  1827,  had  again  put  on 
their  uniforms  and  taken  their  arms,  which  the  greater  part  of  them  had 
retained.  The  crowd  which  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  surrounded  the 
drawing-room  with  open  windows  had  been  fighting  themselves  throughout 
the  day,  or  knew  that  there  had  been  fighting  in  almost  every  quarter  of 
Paris.  From  daybreak,  multitudes  had  begun  to  assemble,  armed  with  sticks 
and  pikes,  old  guns  and  sabres.  They  unpaved  the  streets ;  they  threw  up 
barricades  of  timber  and  of  carts  filled  with  the  paving-stones ;  they  seized 
the  Hotel  de  Ville  ;  they  hoisted  the  tri-coloured  flag  on  its  roof,  and  on  the 
towers  of  Notre-Dame.  The  bells  of  the  municipal  palace  and  of  the  metro- 
politan church  again  called  the  citizens  to  arms  as  in  the  days  of  the  first 
Bevolution.  Terror  was  in  every  family  now  as  then ;  but  there  were  no 
frightful  excesses,  no  sanguinary  scenes  of  popular  vengeance,  to  make  even 

♦  Guuot,  "  My  Own  Time,"  toI.  ii.  p.  S. 
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the  name  of  Liberty  hateful.    The  people  stood  prepared  for  the  struggle  with 
the  regular  troops  that  was  coming  upon  them — for  Paris,  on  that  morning  of 
the  28th,  had  been  declared  by  the  government  to  be  in  a  state  of  siege. 
Marmont  had  not  begun  to  act  after  receiving  the  ordinance,  which  thus 
declared  that  the  military  power  was  the  sole  arbiter,  before  the  insurgents 
were  in  possession  of  the  chief  part  of  the  capital.     He  finally  formed  his 
troops  in  four  columns,  which  were  directed  upon  different  points.    It  was 
not  long  before  the  sanguinary  conflict  began.     It  would  be  beyond  the 
object  of  this  history,  even  if  it  were  in  the  power  of  the  writer,  to  furnish 
a  clear  detail  in  a  small  compass  of  the  struggles  of  this  memorable  day. 
Those  who  witnessed  some  of  the  many  occurrences  which  were  proceeding 
simultaneously  in  distant  parts  of  Paris  felt  this  difficulty  in  the  subsequent 
discharge  of  their  official  duty.     "  The  events,"  said  M.  Martignac,  in  the 
defence  of  Polignac,  '*  so  press  upon,  jostle,  and  confound  each  other,  that 
the  imagination  can  scarcely  follow  them,  or  the  understanding  r&nge  them 
in  order."     The  first  serious  fighting  appears  to  have 
taken  place  in  the  narrow   street  of  St.   Antoine, 
which  was  closed  by  barricades.     From  the  houses 
approaching  this  street,  paving-stones,  broken  bottles, 
and  even  articles  of  furniture,  were  showered  upon 
the  heads  of  the  unfortunate  soldiery.     The  column 
which  was  ordered  to  force  this  street  returned  to 
the  Tuileries  where  Marmont  had  his  head- quarters. 
Another  column  had  to  sustain  an  obstinate  fight 
about  the  Hotel  de  Ville.     The  general  who  com- 
manded the  troops  obtained  possession  of  the  place, 
but  he  was  compelled  to  confine  his  resistance  to  the 
populace  to  defensive  operations.     Another  column 
lost  many  men  at  the  Marche  des  Innocens.     The 

fourth  column  sustained  less  loss.  Night  came  on.  The  firing  was  still  con- 
tinued ;  the  tocsin  was  rung  from  every  church ;  the  lamps  were  extinguished  in 
the  streets.  Neither  mail  nor  diligence  left  Paris.  The  communication  with 
the  provinces  by  telegraph  was  cut  off".  During  the  afternoon  five  deputies 
headed  by  M.  Lafitte  had  waited  upon  Marshal  Marmont  at  the  Tuileries  to 
ask  for  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  that  in  the  interval  they  might  send  a 
deputation  to  the  King.  The  marshal  said  he  could  only  despatch  a 
messenger  to  the  King  to  inform  him  of  the  proceedings  of  the  assembled 
deputies  and  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Paris.  His  aide-de-camp  received  at 
St.  Cloud  a  verbal  answer  directing  Marmont  to  hold  out,  to  collect  his 
forces,  and  to  act  in  masses.  In  conformity  with  these  orders,  the  column 
which  had  held  the  Hotel  de  Ville  returned  at  midnight  to  the  Tuileries, 
having  left  in  the  streets  several  hundred  men  killed  or  wounded.  The  King 
in  his  suburban  palace  had  no  conception  of  the  magnitude  of  the  danger ; 
but  was  passing  his  evening  at  cards,  whilst  the  court  routine  went  forward 
as  if  the  distant  boom  of  the  cannon  was  a  sound  which  should  inspire  no 
fear  and  awaken  little  sympathy. 

On  the  28th  the  working  classes  had  almost  exclusively  borne  the  brunt  of 
the  battle.  On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  hostilities  had  again  commenced  by 
seven  o* clock.    National  Guards,  young  students,  and  even  deputies,  were  , 
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now  at  the  barricades.    The  stately  Eaubourg  St.  G-ermain  was  now  as  ready 
for  battle  as  the  dingy  Faubourg  St.  Antoine.     The  posts  of  the  Luxembourg 
were  disarmed.    At  a  very  early  hour  several  royalists  of  high  rank  went 
to  the  Tuileries  and  had  an  interview  with  Marmont  and  Polignac.     They 
urged  the  minister  to  recall  the  ordinances.     He  was  calm  and  polite,  but 
would  promise  nothing.     He  would  consult  his    colleagues.     They  then 
suggested  to  Marmont  that  he  should  arrest  the  ministers.     He  seemed 
somewhat  inclined  to  take  their  advice,  when  Peyronnet,  one  of  the  most 
obnoxious  of  the  cabinet,  came  in,  and  exclaimed,  "  What !  are  you  not  gone 
yet  ?"     They  had  stated  their  intention  to  go  to  St.  Cloud.    They  set  out, 
but  Polignac  got  there  before  them.    According  to  M.  Quizot,  the  duke  de 
Mort^mart,  Messrs.  de  S^monville,  d'Argout,  de  Yitrolles,  and  de  Sussy, 
were  *^  the  enlightened  royalists  who  attempted  to  give  legal  satisfaction  to  the 
country,  and  to  bring  about  an  arrangement  between  the  inert  royalty  at 
St.  Cloud'  and  the  boiling  revolution  at  Paris.    But  when  they  demanded  an 
audience  of  the  king  they  were  met  by  the  unseasonable  hour,  by  etiquette, 
the  countersign,  and  repose."    From  Charles  X.,  whose  inconsistency  in  this 
trying  hour  of  his  destiny  was  as  remarkable  as  in  all  his  previous  actions, 
they  at  last  extorted  a  promise  for  the  dismissal  of  the  Polignac  ministry, 
the  appointment  of  the  duke  de  Mort^mart  as  President  of  the  Council, 
and  for  other  appointments  which  would  be  a  guarantee  for  constitutional 
government.     Still  the  king  lingered  and  delayed  the  proper  signatures  till 
late  in  the  day  to  the  necessary  ordinances.    The  duke  de  Mortdmart,  who 
Bet  out  on  his  return  to   Paris  without  a  proper  passport,  met  with  a 
succession  of  interruptions  from  the  royal  guards.     He  had  equal  difficulty 
with  the  people  in  passing  the  barricades.    The  battle  was  raging  all  around 
Marmont  at  the  Tuileries.     The  detachment  at  the  Palais  Bourbon  was 
attacked,  and  the  commander  retired  with  his  troops  into  the  garden,  and 
promised  to  be  neutral.    The  Louvre  was  surrounded  by  masses  of  the 
populace,  of  whom  a  great  number  fell  by  the  fire  of  the  Swiss  from  the 
windows.    At  the  Place  Yend6me  two  regiments  of  the  line  were  stationed, 
and  a  remnant  of  the  gendarmerie.    They  were  surrounded  by  the  people, 
who,  manifesting  no  inclination  to  regard  the  soldiers  as  enemies,  the  whole 
body  of  the  troops  with  their  officers  went  over  to  the  side  of  the  insurgents. 
On  a  second  attack  the  Swiss  were  driven  from  the  Louvre.    The  defection 
of  the  army,  which  was  beginning  to  spread,  proclaimed  to  Marmont  that  it 
was  impossible  to  continue  this  contest.     The  insurrection  had  become  a 
revolution.     He  hastily  quitted  the  Tuileries  with  his  troops  to  repair  to 
St.  Cloud.     The  populace  as  quickly  broke  into  the  palace.    The  tri-colour 
was  hoisted  on  the  staff  where  the  white  flag  of  the  Bourbons  had  floated  for 
fifteen  years.    The  deputies  who  had  met  in  the  morning  had  determined 
to  establish  a  provisional  government.     Lafayette,  who  had  received  from 
them  the  command  of  the  forces  in  Paris,  had,  in  the  uniform  of  a  National 
Quard,  gone  to  take  possession  of  the  H6tel  de  Ville.     Upon  the  news  of 
the  defection  of  the  two  regiments,  and  the  capture  of  the  Louvre  and  the 
Tuileries,  a  municipal  commission  that  had  been  formed  by  ballot,  with 
authority  to  take  all  measures  that  the  public  safety  might  require,  installed 
themselves  at  the  H6tel  de  Yille,  surrounded  by  dead  bodies  heaped  up  on 
the  Place.    In  a  few  hours  the  National  Guard  was  organized^ the  adminis- 
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tration  of  finance  was  provided  for ;  the  Post-ofiSce  was  again  set  in  action ; 
the  mails  and  the  diligences  left  Paris  bearing  the  tri-colour  flag.  Three  of 
the  Bojalistfl  who  had  been  at  St.  Cloud  arrived  at  ten  o'clock  at  night  with 
the  ordinances  already  mentioned,  and  with  a  further  ordinance,  repealing 
those  of  the  25th  July,  and  appointing  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  to  meet  on 
the  3rd  of  August.  *The  three  Eojalists  from  St.  Cloud  came  to  negotiate  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Crown  to  Charles  X.  They  were  interrupted  by 
cries  of  "  It  is  too  late !"  The  sovereignty  of  France  had  vanished  from  the 
grasp  of  the  elder  branch  of  the  Bourbons. 

On  the  30th  of  July  the  deputies  who  had  held  their  previous  meetings 
at  private  houses,  met  more  formally  in  the  Hall  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies, 
inviting  their  absent  colleagues  to  join  them  there.  They  came  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  soliciting  the  duke  of  Orleans,  who  was  at  his  country  seat  at 
Neuilly,  to  repair  to  the  capital  to  assume  the  functions  of  Lieutenant- 
General  of  the  kingdom.  Eorty  deputies  signed  this  resolution.  Three 
only  declined  being  parties  to  it,  considering  this  as  a  decisive  step  towards 
a  change  of  dynasty.*  On  the  31st  the  deputies  so  assembled  published 
a  proclamation  which  thus  commenced :  **  France  is  free  !  Absolute  power 
elevated  its  standard ;  the  heroic  population  of  Paris  has  beaten  it  down. 
Paris,  under  attack,  has  made  the  sacred  cause  triumph  by  arms  which  had 
succeeded  already  through  the  constitutional  elections."  The  proclamation 
then  announced  that  the  deputies,  in  anticipation  of  the  regular  concurrence 
of  the  Chambers,  had  invited  a  true  Frenchman,  one  who'  had  never 
fought  but  for  France, — the  duke  of  Orleans, — to  exercise  the  functions 
of  Lieutenant-General  of  the  Kingdom.  "We  shall  secure  to  ourselves 
by  law  all  the  guarantees  we  require  to  render  liberty  strong  and  per- 
manent." On  the  Ist  of  August  the  duke  of  Orleans  was  at  the  Palais 
Boyal,  had  accepted  the  office,  and  proceeded  on  horseback  to  the  Hotel 
de  Ville,  as  a  mark  of  courtesy  to  the  National  Guard,  and  to  their 
commander  Lafayette.  M.  Ouizot  relates  that  the  deputies  accom- 
panied the  duke  on  foot  across  the  barricades.  Women  and  children  sur- 
rounded them,  dancing  and  singing  the  Marseillaise.  Cries  and  questions 
of  every  kind  burst  incessantly  from  the  crowd.  Who  was  that  gentle- 
man on  horseback  P  was  he  a  Prince  ?  A  hope  was  expressed  that  he 
was  not  a  Bourbon.  "  I  was  much  more  deeply  impressed,"  says  Guizot,  "  by 
our  situation  in  the  midst  of  that  crowd,  and  their  attitude,  than  even  by 
the  scene  which  followed  a  few  moments  after  at  the  Hdtel  de  Ville.  What 
future  perils  already  reveal  themselves  for  that  new-born  monarchy!" 
Idifayette,  surrounded  by  his  staff,  advanced  to  the  steps  to  meet  the  duke, 
who  cordially  embraced  him.  In  the  Great  Hall  the  proclamation  of  the 
deputies  was  read,  and  received  with  cheers.  The  Lieutenant- General  of 
the  kingdom  advanced  to  the  window,  holding  Lafayette  by  the  hand  and 
waving  the  tri-colour  flag.  He  then  appointed  provisional  ministers,  of  whom 
M.  Guizot  was  Minister  of  the  Interior.  Meanwhile  it  was  known  at  St. 
Cloud  that  the  king's  authority  was  at  an  end.  The  crowd  of  courtiers 
quickly  dropped  off  from  him.  In  his  restlessness  he  went  to  Trianon  and 
then  to  Bambonillet.    He  was  still  surrounded  by  a  large  body  of  soldiery. 


*  Gniiot,  vol.  ii.  p.  9. 
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On  tlie  2nd  of  August  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the  duke  of  Orleans,  inclosing 
a  formal  act  of  abdication  in  favour  of  his  grandson  the  duke  of  Bordeaux. 
Eemaining  at  Eambouillet  with  numerous  soldiers  around  him,  the  provisional 
government  began  to  be  uneasy  as  to  the  possibility  of  another  conflict. 
Three  commissioners  were  sent  to  confer  vv^ith  Charles  and  to  urge  him  to 
depart.  Their  recommendations  were  backed  by  the  presence  of  six  thousand 
of  the  National  Guard,  who  marched  to  Bambouillet,  accompanied  by  vast 
numbers  of  Parisians  on  foot  and  in  vehicles  of  every  description.  The  king 
•  consented  to  leave,  and  to  proceed  to  Cherbourg,  escorted  by  the  Garde-du- 
Corps.  Throughout  his  journey  the  unfortunate  king  and  his  family  received 
no  indignities  from  the  people,  but  they  saw  on  every  steeple  the  tri-coloured 
flag,  aud  the  tri-coloured  cockade  in  many  a  hat.  They  embarked  for  England 
on  the  16th,  and  were  carried  to  the  coast  of  Devonshire,  the  king  having 
decided  that  England  should  be  his  place  of  refuge.  For  a  short  time  he 
resided  at  Lul  worth  Castle.  He  subsequently  occupied  Holyrood  House. 
Some  ultra-liberals  in  Edinburgh  having  shown  an  inclination  to  treat  the 
fallen  monarch  with  disrespect  upon  his  arrival,  sir 
"Walter  Scott  published  a  manly  and  touching  appeal 
to  the  more  honourable  feelings  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  "  If  there  can  be  any  who  retain  angry  or 
invidious  recollections  of  late  events  in  France,  they 
ought  to  remark  that  the  ex-monarch  has,  by  his 
abdication,  renounced  the  conflict  into  which, 
perhaps,  hB  was  engaged  by  bad  advisers ;  that  he 
can  no  longer  be  the  object  of  resentment  to  the 
brave,  but  remains  to  all  the  most  striking  emblem 
of  the  mutability  of  human  aflTairs  which  our 
mutable  times  have  afforded."  • 
On  the  3rd  of  August  the  duke  of  Orleans  opened  the  legislative  session 
in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies.  In  that  Chamber  during  the  next  four  days 
there  was  a  partial  opposition  from  the  adherents  of  the  fallen  dynasty  against 
the  manifest  tendency  to  a  solution  of  the  diflBcult  question  of  a  future 
government  by  the  appointment  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  as  king.  The 
Charter  of  Louis  XVIII.  received  some  alterations,  and  tlien  it  was  declared 
by  a  large  majority,  that,  subject  to  the  acceptance  of  the  modified  Charter, 
the  universal  and  urgent  interests  of  the  French  nation  called  to  the  throne 
the  duke  of  Orleans.  On  the  9th  of  August  the  duke  of  Orleans  in  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies  declared  his  acceptance  of  the  Crown,  with  the  title 
King  of  the  French,  and  took  this  oath :  "  In  the  presence  of  God,  I  swear 
to  observe  faithfully  the  constitutional  charter,  with  the  modifications 
expressed  in  the  declaration ;  to  govern  only  by  the  laws  and  according  to  the 
laws ;  to  cause  good  and  true  justice  to  be  rendered  to  each  according  to  his 
right ;  and  to  act  in  all  things  only  with  a  view  to  the  interest,  the  happiness, 
and  the  glory  of  the  French  people." 

"  While  two  American  packets,  escorted  by  two  French  men-of-war,  rapidly 
conveyed  the  old  king  and  his  family  from  France,  all  Fnince  hastened  to 
Paris." t     An  English  historian  may  add  that  no  inconsiderable  portion  of 

♦  Lockhart's  **  Life  of  Scott,"  vol.  vii.  p.  226.  t  Guizot,  vol.  ii.  p.  86. 
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the  population  of  this  kingdom  vere»  as  he  himself  witnessed,  lookiiig  with 
intense  interest  upon  the  localities  of  the  great  events  of  the  three  days. 
Some  were  fraternizing  with  National  Guards  in  the  eafei;  others  were 
mingling  in  a  crowd  of  all  nations  at  the  evening  receptions  of  general  La 
Payette ;  a  privileged  few  were  banqueting  at  some  shadj  guinguette  with  a 
great  company  of  French,  English,  Belgian,  and  Polish  liberals,  whose  fervid 
eloquence  seemed  the  prelude  to  a  very  unsettled  future  of  European  Society. 
There  was,  however,  so  much  to  admire  in  the  conduct  of  the  French  people, 
that  although  the  traces  of  carnage  were  everywhere  around — although 
men  of  education  joined  their  voices  in  the  common  cry  of  "  death  to  the 
ministers,"  as  an  atonement  for  the  blood  of  the  slain  whose  graves  were  daily 
strewn  with  immortelles^ — the  old  idea  of  revolution  had  lost  something  of 
its  terrors.  There  had  been  more  bold  speaking  at  our  elections  for  the  new 
Parliament  than  was  considered  in  some  quarters  safe  or  decorous.  Tet  the 
sympathy  of  the  British  population  with  the  revolution  of  France  was  not 
to  be  mistaken  for  an  approbation  of  levelling  and  destructive  doctrines,  such 
as  had  led  astray  many  enthusiasts  amongst  us  in  1789.  It  was  '^  a  contrast 
to  the  first  revolution  i'*  it  "  vindicated  the  cause  of  knowledge  and  liberty, 
showing  how  humanizing  to  all  classes  of  society  are  the  spread  of  thought 
and  information,  and  improved  political  institutions."*  The  sympathy  was 
too  manifest  to  be  set  at  nought  by  the  government  of  this  country,  even  if 
it  had  been  as  much  disposed  to  uphold  *^  a  royal  rebellion  against  society,*' 
as  it  was  the  fashion  unjustly  to  ascribe  to  the  great  warrior  who  was  the  head 
of  the  Cabinet.  He,  it  has  been  stated,  was  for  a  short  time  perplexed  and 
undecided.  "  When  nothing  was  known  beyond  the  ordinances  of  July,  some 
one  asked  the  duke  of  Wellington,  *  What  are  we  to  think  of  this  ?*  'It  is 
a  new  dynasty,'  answered  ,the  duke.  *  And  what  course  shall  you  take  P' 
inquired  his  friend.  '  First,  a  long  silence,  and  then  we  will  concert  with  our 
allies  what  we  shall  say.'^'f  A  wiser  and  nobler  policy  than  ''a  long 
silence  "  and  "  concert  with  our  allies,"  was  speedily  adopted.  When  the 
new  parliament  was  opened  on  the  2nd  of  November,  '*  the  ready  manner  in 
which  ministers  recognized  the  new  government  of  France  *'  was  cordially 
approved  by  earl  Grey. 

The  Revolution  of  France  necessarily  produced  a  great  effect  upon  the 
popular  feeling  throughout  Europe,  and  especially  in  the  kingdom  of  the 
Netherlands.  Since  the  settlement  of  Europe  in  1815,  when  the  Congress  of 
Vienna  decided  that  Belgium  and  Li^ge,  together  with  the  Seven  United 
Provinces,  should  be  formed  into  one  kingdom,  there  had  been  constant  dis- 
sensions between  the  Belgian  and  Dutch  subjects  of  William  Frederick  I. 
The  union  with  Holland  had  imparted  an  extraordinary  impulse  to  the  com- 
merce and  manufactures  of  Belgium,  but  this  material  prosperity  could  not 
blend  the  two  peoples  into  one  nation.  The  differences  of  religion  and  .of 
language,  and  the  inequality  upon  several  financial  matters  of  the  northern 
and  southern  kingdoms,  kept  up  the  acrimony  which  was  exhibited,  not  only 
in  the  public  journals,  but  in  the  debates  of  the  States- General.  In  April, 
1830,  Messrs.  Potter,  Tielmans,  Bartells,  and  others,  were  tried  at  Bnissels 

•  Dr.  Arnold,  August,  1830.     "  Life,"  vol.  L  p.  264. 
t  Quiiot,  "Memoire  of  Sir  R.  Peel,"  p.  46.  ^-^  , 
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on  a  charge  of  conspiracj  against  the  goTemment  of  the  Netherlands.  The 
three  named  were  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be  banished.  Potter  was  in 
Paris  during  the  Sevolution  of  July,  the  events  of  which  period  were  not 
calculated  to  moderate  his  revolutionary  zeal.  He  was  an  active  agent  in  pro- 
moting the  rising  of  the  populace  in  Brussels  on  the  25th  of  August.  In  a 
second  insurrection,  of  September,  the  Dutch  troops  were  compelled  to  retreat 
before  the  armed  insurgents.  The  contest  went  on  in  various  sanguinary  con- 
flicts, until  the  five  great  Powers  imposed  a  cessation  of  arms  on  both  nations 
and  recognized  the  independence  of  Belgium  by  a  protocol  of  the  4th  of 
November. 

The  autumn  of  1830  witnessed  in  England  the  most  remarkable  contrast 
between  the  triumphs  of  intellect  and  the  disgraces  of  ignorance.  On  the 
15th  of  September  the  first  Eailway  for  the  conyeyance  of  passengers  was 
opened,  the  carriages  being  drawn  by  a  locomotive  engine,  at  the  speed  of  a 
racehorse.  Immediately  after  the  harvest  the  Southern  Agricultural  Counties 
were  given  over  to  more  havoc  and  alarm  than  had  ever  attended  the  opera- 
tions of  the  frame-breaking  general  Ludd.  There  was  a  war  of  the  labourer 
against  the  farmer,  in  the  shape  of  incendiary  fires  of  bams  and  corn-stacks^ 
and  the  destruction  of  threshing-machines  and  other  implements  of  industry 
beyond  the  commonest  tool.  Before  we  proceed  to  trace  the  course  of  the 
universal  political  excitement  of  the  next  two  years,  let  us  rapidly  view  the 
rise  of  the  new  power  of  Communication  which  was  destined  to  produce 
results  beyond  all  possible  conception  in  the  progress  of  civilized  communities. 
The  simultaneous  manifestation  of  the  belief  of  large  bodies  of  labourers,  that 
their  condition  would  be  bettered  by  driying  back  society  to  the  commonest 
inventive  arts  of  savage  tribes,  and  to  the  barbaric  ignorance  which,  in  de- 
stroying capital,  would  make  all  poorer,  may  be  more  fitly  treated  of  in  a 
subsequent  view  of  the  condition  of  the  labourers  in  husbandry,  when  incen- 
diary fires  and  the  destruction  of  machinery  were  traced  to  causes  of  no 
temporary  nature. 

On  the  2nd  of  March,  1825,  there  was  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  the  motion  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  for  the  Liverpool  and  Man- 
chester Bailway.  The  subscribers  to  this  undertaking  were  the  bankers, 
merchants,  traders,  and  manufacturers  of  Liverpool  and  Manchester.  They 
had  not  engaged  in  this  project  with  a  view  to  individual  profit  as  share- 
holders, for  it  had  been  agreed  that  no  person  should  hold  more  than  ten 
shares,  and  they  would  be  satisfied  if  they  received  ten  per  cent.,  or  even  five 
per  cent,  upon  their  investment.  Their  great  object  was  the  increase  of 
commerce.  It  was  alleged  that  no  such  encouragement  was  necessary;  for 
there  were  two  or  three  canals,  which  were  sufficient  for  every  purpose  of 
commerce  in  the  districts  through  which  the  railway  was  to  pass.  The 
answer  was,  that  under  the  existing  system  cotton  had  been  detained  at 
Liverpool  for  a  fortnight,  whilst  the  manufacturers  of  Manchester  were 
obliged  to  suspend  their  labours,  and  goods  manufactured  at  Manchester 
could  not  be  transmitted  to  Liverpool  in  time  for  shipment,  on  account  of  the 
tardy  canal  conveyance.  Then  came  the  rejoinder.  The  experiment  of  con- 
veying goods  on  a  railway  had  been  tried,  and  had  completely  failed.  The 
best  locomotive  engine  that  could  be  found  had  been  selected ;  and  the 
average  rate  on  a  plane  surface  was  not  three  miles  and  three-quarters  per 
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boor,  whicli  was  slower  than  canal  oonyejance.*  Before  a  Committee  upon  the 
JBiil,  Telford  and  others  expressed  an  opinion  that  with  the  improvement  of 
the  locomotive  the  speed  upon  a  railway  might  be  fifteen  miles,  and  even 
» twenty  miles  an  hour.  These  opinions  were  called  ''  the  gross  exaggerations 
of  the  powers  of  the  locomotive  steam-eng;ine ;"  and  it  was  contended  that 
even  if  such  a  speed  could  be  attained,  the  dangers  of  bursting  boilers  and 
broken  wheels  would  be  so  great,  that  we  should  as  soon  expect  that  "people 
would  suffer  themselves  to  be  fired  off  upon  one  of  Congreve's  ricochet 
rockets,  as  trust  themselves  to  the  mercy  of  such  a  machine  going  at  such  a 
rate."  In  the  same  artide  £rom  which  we  quote,  the  genersl  qaertion  of 
railways  is  thus  summarily  disposed  of:  "As  to  those  persons  who  speculate 
on  making  railways  general  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  superseding  all  the 
canals,  all  the  waggons,  mail  and  stage-coaches,  post-chaises,  and,  in  short, 
OTery  other  mode  of  conveyance  by  land  and  by  water,  we  deem  them  and 
their  visionary  schemes  unworthy  of  notice."t 

The  Bill  for  the  Liverpool  and  Manchester  Bailway  passed,  in  spite  of 
the  most  strenuous  opposition  from  canal  companies,  and  firom  proprietors  of 
land  through  or  near  which  the  line  was  intended  to  run.  For  four  years 
the  works  went  on.  Difficulties  were  overcome  which  then  appeared  in- 
superable, but  which  would  be  deemed  trifles  in  the  great  engineering  opera- 
tions of  a  later  period  of  railway  speculation.  Nevertheless,  satis£ftctory  as 
was  this  progress,  no  one  believed  that  a  passenger  traffic  would  arise  that 
would  dispense  in  any  considerable  degree  with  mails  and  stage  coaches. 
Bailways  were  not  a  new  invention ;  nor  were  locomotive  engines.  Tram- 
roads  were  used  in  collieries ;  and  the  construction  of  a  steam-engine  that 
would  move  forward  with  a  weight  behind  it  had  been  attempted  by  various 
projectors.  But  the  tramways  were  laid  on  yielding  beds,  and  out  of  level ; 
and  the  engines  would  either  not  go  at  all  or  very  soon  come  to  a  stand.  The 
alliance  of  the  railway  and  the  locomotive  was  still  far  distant.  In  1813 
there  was  a  superintendent  engineer  of  a  colliery  at  Killingworth,  who  had 
gradually  risen  from  the  humble  position  of  an  engine-fireman  to  be  worthy 
of  an  employ  which  placed  him  above  the  condition  of  a  labourer.  This  self- 
taught  man  was  George  Stephenson.  His  mind  was  ever  active.  He  had 
constructed  an  incline  and  an  apparatus  by  which  waggons  descending  from 
the  coal-pit  to  the  loading-place  were  made  to  draw  up  the  empty  waggons. 
At  the  time  when  Davy  had  invented  his  safety-lamp,  Stephenson  had 
constructed  a  similar  lamp,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  contemporary 
invention,  and  this  lamp  is  still  in  use  in  the  pit  at  Killingworth.  In  1814 
he  had  constructed  a  locomotive  engine  for  the  colliery  in  which  he  was 
engaged^  It  was  a  success,  drawing  eight  loaded  waggons  along  the  tram- 
way at  the  rate  of  four  miles  an  hour.  He  then  declared  that  there  was 
no  limit  to  the  speed  of  such  an  engine,  if  the  works  could  be  made  to 
stand  it.  During  the  next  ten  years  his  skill  and  perseverance  raised  him 
into  employment  as  the  engineer  of  raUways  connected  with  colliery  proper- 
ties. A  more  important  undertaking  was  the  construction  of  the  Stockton 
and  Darlington  Bailway,  on  which  an  engine  was  employed  which  drew  a 

*  Hansard,  2nd  Beries,  vol.  xii.  coIb.  845  to  854. 
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load  of  ninety  tons,  at  the  rate  of  eight  nulea  an  hour.  In  1824  he  surveyed 
the  line  for  the  Liverpool  and  Manchester  Bailway,  and  superintended  that 
work  till  the  line  was  opened  in  1830.  Great  were  the  objections  of  engineers 
to  locomotives  being  employed  on  this  line ;  but,  with  the  true  confidence  of 
genius,  George  Stephenson  persevered  in  working  out,  with  the  aid  of  his 
son  Bobert,  the  plans  of  an  engine  which  would  produce  results  undreamt  of 
by  the  most  sanguine  believers  in  the  wonders  to  be  effected  by  the  appliances 
of  science  to  the  industrial  arts.  He  persuaded  the  directors  of  the  railway 
to  offer  a  prize  for  the  best  locomotive.  The  Socket  engine  constructed  by 
him  won  the  prize.  The  old  modes  of  transit  were  from  the  hour  of  that 
experiment  changed  throughout  the  whole  civilized  world.  Burke  has  de- 
scribed in  glowing  imagery  the  beneficent  angel  of  a  noble  house  unfolding  to 
lord  Bathurst,  in  the  reign  of  Anne,  the  commercial  grandeur  of  his  countiy ; 
but  pointing  to  America,  a  little  speck,  a  seminal  principle,  then  scarcely 
visible  in  the  national  interests,  which,  seventy  years  afterwards,  should 
give  to  England  a  commerce  equal  to  the  whole  of  that  which  the  young  man 
saw  at  the  beginning  of  the  century.  "We  may  imagine  the  angel  of  the 
humble  house  of  Stephenson  showing  to  the  father  and  the  son,  intensely 
meditating  over  their  models  and  their  plans,  what  would  be  the  effect  of 
their  projects  upon  themselves  and  upon  the  world.  To  the  father  he  might 
have  said — you  shall  not  only  construct  mighty  works  yourself,  but  be  the 
precursor  of  a  great  race  of  engineers  who  will  cover  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland  with  a  web  of  railways,  bringing  districts  once  inaccessible  to  com- 
mercial interchange  into  easy  communication,  equalizing  prices  throughout 
the  land,  cutting  tunnels  through  the  adamantine  rock,  carrying  bridges  over 
great  rivers.  Tou  were  the  first  that  should  realize  the  dream  of  the  poet's 
"Car  of  Miracle," 

"  Steady  and  swift  the  self-moved  chariot  went."  * 

Before  ye  both  shall  ^'  taste  of  death/* — the  one  in  the  fullness  of  years,  the 
other  too  soon  called  away  from  his  appointed  task — ^the  whistle  of  the 
Locomotive  shall  have  been  heard  upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  from  the 
Garonne  to  the  Danube.  France,  Belgium,  Germany,  Spain,  Italy,  shall  have 
welcomed  the  sound;  Bussia  shall  not  have  forbidden  its  approach.  It 
shall  have  penetrated  the  densest  forests  of  North  America ;  its  jubilant  voice 
shall  tell  that  a  railway  has  connected  the  coasts  of  the  Atlantic  and  the 
Pacific.  Wherever  England  has  colonized  there  shall  have  come  this  sound, 
the  herald  of  the  never-resting  spread  of  her  arts,  her  laws,  and  her  language. 
To  the  son  the  angel  might  have  foretold, — it  shall  be  yours  to  connect 
Birmingham  with  London,  as  your  father  connected  Liverpool  with  Man- 
chester ;  you  shall  carry  the  ponderous  train  over  the  broad  Tyne  at  Newcastle, 
and,  more  daring,  over  the  Menai  Strait,  by  a  tubular  bridge  that  shall  be  a 
wonder  of  the  world;  you  shall  complete  the  railway  communication 
between  West  Canada  and  the  United  States  without  interruption  by 
the  waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence ;  you  shall  unite  Alexandria  with  Cairo,  to 
perfect  the  overland  route  to  India,  by  works  as  grand  and  far  more 
useful  than  the  Pyramids,  and  "  forty  centuries   shall  look  down   upon 

*  Sontbey,  *<  Corse  of  Eehama/'  zxiiL   . 
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yon,"  tLe  true  conqueror.*  The  aggregate  results  in  their  own  country 
that  followed  that  auspicious,  and  yet  so  melancholy,  opening  of  the 
Liverpool  and  Manchester  Bailway,  might  have  been  shown  to  them  in  a 
vision  too  vast  to  be  comprehended  by  us,  except  by  the  aid  of  common 
computation.  Pour  hundred  millions  sterling  expended  upon  ten  thousand 
five  hundred  miles  of  railway;  the  receipts  of  these  lines  in  one  year, 
that  of  1860,  nearly  twenty-eight  millions;  the  passengers  in  that  year, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  three  mHlions,  exclusive  of  periodical  ticket-holders ; 
in  that  year  the  merchandise  carried,  nearly  thirty  million  tons ;  the  coal 
and  other  minerals  above  fifty  million  tons;  the  live*stock,  consisting  of 
cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs,  about  thirteen  millions.f  Extend  the  view  beyond 
our  own  land,  and  even  figures  convey  an  inadequate  idea  of  the  effect 
produced  upon  civilization  by  the  untutored  genius  of  the  engine  fireman 
of  Killingworth,  and  the  more  cultivated  mind  of  his  equally  illustrious 
son. 

Glimpses  of  the  coming  era  of  railways  might  have  filled  the  mind  of  the 
great  economist  who  led  the  advancing  steps  of  Commercial  Freedom,  and 
who,  of  all  statesmen,  was  best  fitted  to  deal  with  the  difficulties  that  would 
surround  the  rush  of  speculation  to  this  novel  species  of  enterprize.  At  the 
public  meeting  of  the  18th  of  June,  1824,  for  erecting  a  monument  to  James 
Watt,  Mr.  Huskisson  said,  that  the  man  to  whose  memory  they  owed  a 
tribute  of  national  gratitude  had,  by  his  discovery,  ^'  subdued  and  regulated 
the  most  terrific  power  in  the  universe, — ^that  power  which,  by  the  joint 
operation  of  pressure  and  heat,  probably  produces  those  tremendous  con- 
vulsions of  the  earth,  which  in  a  moment  subvert  whole  cities,  and  almost 
change  the  face  of  the  inhabited  globe.  This  apparently  ungovernable  power 
Mr.  Watt  reduced  to  a  state  of  such  perfect  organization  and  discipline — ^if 
I  may  nse  the  expression — ^that  it  may  now  be  safely  manoeuvred  and  brought 
into  irresistible  action — ^irresistible,  but  stUl  regulated,  measured,  and  ascer- 
tained— or  lulled  into  the  most  complete  and  secure  repose,  at  the  will  of 
man,  and  under  the  guidance  of  his  feeble  hand.  Thus  one  man  directs  it 
into  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  to  tear  asunder  its  very  elements,  and  bring  to 
light  its  hidden  treasures;  another  places  it  upon  the  surface  of  the  waters, 
to  control  the  winds  of  heaven,  to  stem  the  tides,  to  check  the  currents,  and 
defy  the  waves  of  the  ocean ;  a  third,  perhaps,  and  a  fourth,  are  destined  to 
apply  this  mighty  power  to  other  purposes,  still  unthought  of  and  unsuspected, 
but  leading  to  consequences,  possibly,  not  less  important  than  those  which  it 
has  already  produced."  X  ^^^  ''  other  purposes  still  unthought  of  and 
unsuspected"  might  be  dimly  contemplated  in  the  triumphs  of  the  locomotive 
engine. 

Mr.  Huskisson  had  been  returned  as  the  representative  of  Liverpool  to 
the  new  Parliament.  Being  in  ill-health  he  was  unable  to  appear  on  the 
hustings  when  his  constituents  re-elected  him;  but  he  was  sufficiently 
recovered  to  attend  the  intended  magnificent  ceremonial  of  opening  the 
railway.     On  the  morning  of  the  15tb  of  September  he  took  his  seat  in  the 

*  AfOty  vol.  Tii.  p.  854. 

t  For  details  of  these  results  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  see  *<  Companion  to  the 
Almanac"  for  1862. 

*  ••Ha8ki88on*B  Speeches,"  vol.  iii.  p.  672.  ^  j 
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first  of  the  eight  carriages  that  were  to  proceed  to  Manchester.  At  the 
other  end  of  that  carriage  was  the  duke  of  Wellington.  There  were  eight 
locomotive  engines  with  their  attached  carriages  forming  this  procession. 
On  quitting  the  tunnel  at  Liyerpool  the  Northumbrian  engine,  which  drew 
the  three  carriages  containing  the  directors  and  their  most  distinguished 
visitors,  took  the  south  line  of  the  railway,  the  seven  other  engines  with  their 
carriages  proceeding  along  the  north  line.  The  speed  of  the  Northumbrian 
was  accelerated  or  retarded,  as  the  visitors  might  desire,  to  look  at  particular 
portions  of  the  works.  At  Parkside  there  was  a  stoppage.  Many  of  the 
gentlemen  in  the  Northumbrian  carriages  got  out.  Mr.  Huskisson  was 
induced  by  a  friend  to  go  forward  to  speak  to  the  duke  of  Wellington,  from 
whom  he  had  been  estranged  by  his  vote  on  the  transfer  of  the  seat  of  East 
Betford.  As  Mr.  Huskisson  approached,  the  duke  held  out  his  hand.  It 
was  a  moment  of  agitation  for  the  sensitive  commoner.  Suddenly  a  cry  was 
heard—"  Get  in — get  in."  The  Eocket  was  coming.  There  was  a  space  of 
four  feet  between  the  two  lines ;  and  only  eighteen  inches  between  the 
carriages  as  they  overhung  the  lines.  Many  ran  round  to  the  end  of  the 
stationary  carriage.  Mr.  Huskisson  lost  his  presence  of  mind ;  fell  upon 
the  north  rail  as  he  attempted  to  escape ;  and  his  right  leg  being  crushed  by 
the  Socket,  he  felt  at  once  that  the  injury  was  fatal.  He  was  carried  to  the 
vicarage  of  Eccles.  The  surgeons,  who  were  quickly  in  attendance,  declared 
that  he  would  sink  under  amputation.  From  the  moment  he  was  struck  he 
received  the  solace  of  the  presence  of  his  wife.  He  died  that  night  after 
nine  hours  of  agony ;  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Liverpool,  followed 
to  the  grave  by  thousands  of  his  sorrowing  constituents. 

The  formal  commencement  of  the  first  session  of  the  ninth  parliament  of 
the  United  Kingdom  had  taken  place  on  the  26th  of  October ;  the  members 
of  the  two  Houses  had  taken  the  customary  oaths ;  Mr.  Manners  Sutton  had 
been  re-elected  Speaker  of  the  Commons; — ^when,  on  the  2nd  of  November, 
King  William  the  Fourth  opened  the  parliament  in  person.  Never  had 
pubUc  expectation  been  so  roused  to  discuss  the  probable  tone  of  the  King's 
Speech ;  never  was  one  of  the  great  parties  more  exultant,  or  the  other  more 
indignant, — not  so  much  at  that  portion  of  the  speech  which  had  reference  to 
the  revolutions  of  France  and  the  Netherlands,  or  the  outrages  of  the 
Southern  counties,  or  the  efforts  to  produce  a  clamour  in  Ireland  for  a 
repeal  of  the  union,  but  at  the  concluding  paragraph,  in  which  it  was  in- 
directly but  unmistakeably  intimated,  that  a  reform  in  parliament,  for  whose 
necessity  public  opinion  had  been  so  loudly  expressed  in  the  recent  elections, 
would  have  no  sanction  from  the  government.  The  obscurity  of  the  oracle 
was  soon  dissipated  by  the  interpretation  of  the  chief  priest.  In  the  House 
*of  Lords,  when  earl  Grey  had  said  that  the  only  mode  to  avert  from  this 
country  the  dangers  which  were  apprehended  firom  the  political  convulsions 
of  Europe  was  to  secure  the  affections  of  the  people ;  to  redress  their  griev- 
ances ;  "  and,  my  lords,  I  will  pronounce  the  word,  by  reform  in  parliament," 
the  duke  of  Wellington  thus  replied :  "  He  was  fully  convinced  that  the 
country  possessed  at  the  present  moment  a  legislature  which  answered  all 
the  good  purposes  of  legislation,  and  this  to  a  greater  degree  than  any  legis- 
lature ever  had  answered  in  any  country  whatever.  He  would  go  further, 
and  say,  that  the  legislature  and  the  system  of  representation  possessed  the 

Digitized  by '   _      _     _       _  _ 


1880.]  PARLIAMENT— DUKE  OF  WELLINGTON'S  DECLARATION.  268 

filU  and  entire  confidence  of  the  conntrj.  ...  He  was  not  prepared  to 
bring  forward  any  measure  of  the  description  alluded  to  hy  the  noble  lord. 
He  was  not  only  not  prepared  to  bring  forward  anj  measure  of  this  nature, 
but  he  would  at  once  declare  that  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  as  long  as  he 
held  any  station  in  the  goyemment  of  the  country,  he  should  always  feel  it 
his  duty  to  resist  such  measures  when  proposed  by  others."  •  In  the  House 
of  Commons  not  a  moment  was  lost  by  the  real  leader  of  the  House, — ^whose 
importance  as  a  leader  of  the  people  had  been  unequivocally  pronounced  by 
his  election  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  Yorkshire — ^in  declaring  his 
determination  to  bring  the  great  question  of  reform  to  an  immediate  prac- 
tical issue.  The  Commons  have  a  constitutional  right  to  do  whatever  busi« 
neas  they  please  before  the  king's  speech  is  taken  into  consideration.  On 
the  motion  that  the  usual  sessional  orders  be  agreed  to,  Mr.  Brougham  said 
**  he  could  not  allow  the  opportunity  which  that  question  presented  to  pass 
over  without  giving  notice  of  his  intention  on  that  day  fortnight  to  bring  the 
great  question  of  a  reform  of  the  Commons'  House  of  Parliament  fully  under 
consideration.  His  object  was  not  revolution  but  restoration."  On  that 
day  fortnight  the  government  of  the  duke  of  Wellington  and  Sir  Bobert 
Peel  was  at  an  end.  '*  Never,"  says  Sydney  Smith,  "  was  any  administration  so 
completely  and  so  suddenly  destroyed ;  and,  I  believe,  entirely  by  the  duke's 
declaration,  made,  I  suspect,  in  perfect  ignorance  of  the  state  of  public  feel- 
ing and  opinion."  t  During  that  fortnight  men's  minds  in  the  metropolis 
and  throughout  the  country  were  in  a  most  unusual  and,  in  some  respects, 
alarming  state  of  ferment.  In  parliament  it  was  sufficiently  evident,  not 
only  from  the  altered  character  of  the  Lower  House  in  the  distribution  of 
seats,  but  from  the  unmeasured  language  against  ministers  of  some  of  their 
farmer  supporters  in  both  Houses,  that  upon  the  first  important  question 
the  government  would  be  in  a  minority.  Sir  Eobert  Peel  is  reported  to  have 
said,  immediately  after  his  retirement  from  office,  ^  We  have  alienated  the 
Tories  without  conciliating  the  Whigs." 

It  is  usual  some  time  affcer  the  commencement  of  a  new  reign  that  the 
sovereign  should  go  in  state  to  the  city  and  dine  in  Guildhall.  The  King 
had  promised  to  dine  with  the  Lord  Mayor  on  Tuesday,  the  9th  of  November. 
The  Lord  Mayor  elect,  Mr.  John  Key,  on  the  previous  Saturday,  wrote  to 
the  duke  of  Wellington  that  while  the  feelings  of  all  the  respectable  citizens 
were  decidedly  loyal,  and  they  were  desirous  to  testify  their  loyalty  on  the 
approaching  occasion,  he  had  learned '  that  there  were  some  desperate  cha- 
racters who  would  take  the  opportunity  of  making  an  attack  on  his  grace's 
person  on  his  approach  to  the  hall.  He  therefore  suggested  the  propriety  of 
the  duke  coming  strongly  and  sufficiently  guarded.  The  king  was  advised 
upon  this  warning  to  decline  fulfilling  the  promise  which  he  had  made  to 
the  Lord  Mayor.  On  the  8th  of  November  lord  Althorp  asked  sir  Eobert 
Peel  for  an  explanation  "  of  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  and  alarming 
events  that  he  had  ever  known  in  the  course  of  his  public  experience. 
It  was  not  in  London  alone  that  the  most  serious  effects  would  result  from 
this  affair.  The  alarm  throughout  the  kingdom  would  be  excessive."  Sir 
Bobert  Peel  explained  that  it  was  not  fitting  that  the  duke  of  Wellington, 

*  HanBard,  3rd  series,  vol.  L  ool.  52.  f  "Memoirs,'*  vol.  ii.  p.  313. 
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after  all  the  serrices  he  had  rendered  to  his  country,  should  be  seen  going  to 
Guildhall  with  a  large  military  guard.  In  the  course  of  the  Saturday  and 
Sunday  the  most  industrious  attempts  had  been  made  to  inflame  the  public 
mind  against  the  new  police.  On  the  night  of  the  2nd,  after  the  King  had 
been  to  parliament,  there  had  been  sizty-six  cases  of  assault  committed  on 
the  police  constables.  He  sincerely  believed  that  if  his  Majesty  had  not  been 
advised  to  forego  the  satisfaction  of  visiting  the  city  of  London,  there  would 
have  been  such  a  disturbance  of  the  public  peace  as  would  have  rendered  it 
necessary  to  resort  to  military  authority  for  its  preservation.  The  explana^ 
tion  seemed  in  some  degree  satisfi&ctory  to  the  House,  but  it  was  contended 
by  many  of  the  journals  that  the  too  ready  credence  of  the  government  to 
alderman  Key's  alarm  was  to  disseminate  alarm  throughout  the  country.  It 
was  more  rationally  contended  in  parliament  that  the  unpopularity  of  the 
duke  of  Wellington,  produced  chiefly  by  his  declaration  agaiust  reform,  ought 
not  to  have  cast  a  doubt  upon  the  imiversal  popularity  of  the  King.  Sir 
William  Knighton  records  that  the  duke  of  Wellington  told  him  that  he 
advised  the  King  and  Queen  not  to  go,  because  the  probability  was  that 
bloodshed  would  have  happened  in  their  presence.  "  *  In  regard  to  myself,' 
he  said,  "  I  have  no  desire  to  be  massacred ;  which  would  have  happened.  I 
would  have  gone,  if  the  law  had  been  equal  to  protect  me ;  but  that  was  not 
the  case.  Fifty  dragoons  on  horseback  would  have  done  it ;  but  that  was  a 
military  force.  If  firing  had  begun,  who  could  tell  where  it  was  to  end  ?  I 
know  what  street  firing  is ;  one  guilty  person  would  fall,  and  ten  innocent 
be  destroyed.  Would  this  have  been  wise  or  humane,  for  a  little  bravado^ 
or  that  the  country  might  not  be  alarmed  for  a  day  or  two  P  It  is*  all 
over  now,  and  in  another  week  or  two  will  be  forgotten.*  "  * 

For  another  week  the  business  of  Parliament  went  on  with  tolerable 
smoothness.  On  the  15ih  of  November,  on  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
House  to  go  into  a  Committee  upon  the  Civil  List,  sir  Henry  Pamell  moved^ 
as  an  amendment,  that  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine  the 
accounts  presented  to  the  House  by  order  of  his  Majesty  connected  with  the 
Civil  List,  and  to  report  thereon.  The  debate  was  very  short,  being  prin- 
cipally confined  to  the  mover  of  the  amendment  and  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Mr.  Goulbum,  who  met  the  motion  of  sir  Henry  Pamell  by  a 
decided  negative.  The  division  was  very  quickly  taken,  showing,  in  a  house 
of  four  hundred  and  thirty-seven  members,  the  Ministers  to  be  in  a  minority 
of  twenty-nine.  The  next  day  lord  Sidmouth  thus  expressed  himself  in  a 
private  letter:  *^  Last  night's  division  was  a  surprise  to  the  Ministers  and 
their  opponents.  The  general  expectation  appears  to  be  that  the  duke  will 
resign  to-day.  In  that  case  the  regrets  of  the  good  and  the  fears  of  the  wise 
will  be  almost  universal.' 't  I'ord  Sidmouth  appears  to  have  had  a  confused 
recollection  of  Johnson's  line, 

**  Feara  of  the  brare,  and  follies  of  the  wise." 

There  were  fears,  and  there  were  follies,  which  drove  the  duke  of  Wellington 
and  sir  Eobert  Peel  from  power.    Sir  Eobert  Peel  is  reported  to  have  said 

*  "  Memoirs  of  Sir  William  Knighton,"  vol.  ii.  p.  182. 
t  "Life  of  Lord  Sidmouth,"  toI.  iii.  p.  428. 
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immediately  after  his  retiring  from  office,  ^'  The  downfall  of  the  Cabinet  was 
inoTitable.  The  duke,  bj  his  declaration  against  all  Beform,  hastened  the 
catastrophe.  The  head  of  the  goyemment  ought  never  to  allow  his  secrets 
to  be  discovered."*  The  follies  of  the  wise  were  associated  with  the  fears  of 
the  brave.    "I was  defeated,"  the  duke  subsequently  said,  "on  the  Civil 

I^t I  admit  I  resigned  next  morning  because  I  did  not 

wish  to  expose  his  Majesty  and  the  country  to  the  consequences  that  might 
result  from  the  government  going  out  on  the  success  of  the  question  of 
Parliamentary  Eeform."  Sir  Bobert  Peel  corroborated  this :  "  Though  we 
retired  on  the  Civil  List  question,  yet  it  is  impossible  to  deny  that  the  anti- 
cipation of  the  probable  manifestation  of  opinion  on  the  question  of  Beform 
in  this  house  entered  into  the  consideration  of  the  government." 

The  resignations  of  the  Ministers  were  formally  announced  in  both 
Houses  on  the  16th  of  November,  it  having  been  previously  known  that  earl 
Qrey  had  been  sent  for  by  the  King.  On  that  evening  lord  Althorp  said  he 
hoped  that,  as  there  was  [no  longer  any  administration  in  existence,  Mr. 
Brougham  would  not  submit  to  the  House  that  evening  a  question  of  so 
much  importance  as  that  of  which  he  had  given  notice.  Mr.  Brougham  said, 
if  the  motion  were  put  off  it  would  be  contrary  to  his  opinion  and  to  his 
wishes,  but  that  if  he  gave  up  his  opinion  he  would  do  so  in  deference  to  the 
wishes  of  the  House.  "  And  further,  as  no  change  that  may  take  place  in  the 
administration  can  by  any  possibility  affect  me,  I  beg  it  to  be  understood 
that,  in  putting  off  the  motion,  I  will  put  it  off  until  the  25th  of  this  month, 
and  no  longer.  I  will  then,  and  at  no  more  distant  period,  bring  forward 
the  question  of  Parliamentary  Beform,  whatever  may  be  the  condition  of  cir- 
cumstances, and  whosoever  may  be  his  Majesty's  Ministers."  t  On  the  22nd 
of  November  the  Commoner  who  had  so  decidedly  proclaimed  his  isolation 
from  the  expectant  Ministry — further  declaring  on  the  17th,  '^  I  have  nothing 
to  do  with  them  except  in  the  respect  I  bear  them," — ^took  his  seat  as  Chan- 
cellor in  the  House  of  Lords.  The  patent  by  which  he  was  created  a  Peer 
was  not  then  in  the  hands  of  the  Clerk  of  Parliament.  As  Mr.  Brougham  he 
could  be  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Lords,  but  he  had  only  power  to  put  the 
question.  The  negotiations  which  had  been  carried  on  for  Mr.  Brougham's 
acceptance  of  a  minor  office  than  that  of  Lord  Chancellor  are  for  the  most 
part  matter  of  conjecture,  with  the  exception  of  the  fSoct  that  he  refused  the 
office  of  Attorney-General  We  personally  know,  as  we  knew  thirty  years 
ago,  that  Mr.  Brougham's  reluctance  to  leave  the  House  of  Commons  was 
almost  insuperable ;  that  the  high  dignity  of  Lord  Chancellor  was  not  the 
object  of  his  ambition ;  that  there  was  no  coquetting  on  his  part,  having  the 
Ghreat  Seal  in  prospect,  when  he  made  in  the  House  of  Commons  the  declara- 
tions that  we  have  recited.  Lord  Althorp  himself  said^and  it  is  now, 
through  the  lapse  of  time,  no  violation  of  confidence  to  repeat  his  words — 
^'  I  almost  forced  the  Great  Seal  upon  Mr.  Brougham.  I  told  him  that  if  he 
did  not  consent  to  join  the  administration  the  possibility  of  forming  a  govern- 
ment of  his  political  friends  would  be  broken  up.  Slowly,  most  unwillingly, 
was  his  consent  wrung  from  him.    '  What,'  he  said,  '  leave  the  House  of 


♦  Qmxoi,  "Memoirs  of  Peel,"  p.  61. 
t  Hansard,  8rd  series,  voL  i.  col.  563. 
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Commons  P    If  I  yield,  do  not  be  surprised  if  my  repentance  shonld  urge  me 
to  some  rash  act  of  which  jou  may  too  soon  hear.*  '* 

The  administration  of  earl  &rey  had  bee;i  readily  completed,  when  the 
difficulty  about  Mr.  Brougham  had  been  surmounted.  On  the  22nd  of  No- 
vember the  principal  members  of  the  goTemment  kissed  hands  on  their 
appointments ;  and  on  that  evening  earl  Grey,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  made 
his  statement,  as  Prime  Minister,  of  the  principles  which  would  determine 
the  conduct  of  his  government.  Moderate  Eeform ;  Economy  andBetrench- 
ment;  repression  of  Outrage  and  relief  of  Distress;  the  preservation  of 
Peace  with  foreign  Powers — ^these  were  the  principles  which  he  and  his 
friends  would  uphold,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  which  they  threw  them- 
selves upon  the  confidence  and  support  of  their  sovereign,  of  their  lordships, 
and  of  the  country.  In  the  course  of  a  fortnight  all  the  minor  offices  were 
filled  up,  and  were  printed  in  the  Gazette;  The  two  Houses  continued  to 
sit  for  a  month  after  the  accession  of  the  Whigs  to  power ;  but,  in  consequence 
of  the  necessity  for  re-election  of  various  members  of  the  Lower  House,  the 
proceedings  were  of  little  permanent  interest.  On  the  23rd  of  December 
earl  Grey,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  moved  the  adjournment  of 
the  Houses  to  the  3rd  of  Pebruary. 
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MINISTRY,  DECEMBER,  1830. 


OABimBT. 


Marquis  of  Lansdowne 

Lord  Broagliani  and  Yaux 

LcHnd  Dorham 

Earl  Grey  . 

Viscount  Alihorp 

Sir  James  Graham,  Bart. 

Tifloount  Melbourne . 

Yiscount  Palmerston    . 
Yiaoount  Goderich     . 
Right  Hon.  Charles  Grant 
Lord  Holland  . 
Lord  Auckland    « 


Lord  President  of  the  Coxmcil. 

Lord  High  Chancellor. 

Lord  Privy  Seal. 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment. 

Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Control. 

Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
Master  of  the  Mint. 


Not  of  the  Cabinet. 


Kght  Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Wynn     . 

Sir  James  Kempt 

Lord  John  Russell    .... 

Right  Hon.  G.  A.  Ellis  .     . 

Duke  of  Richmond,  K.G.  . 

Right  Hon.  Robert  Grant  •     . 

Lord  Nugent,  Robert  Yemon  Smith,' 

Esq.,  Francis  T.  Baring,  Esq.,  Hon. 

G.  Ponsonby 
Right   Hon.    E.  Ellice,     Right   Hon.  < 

Spring  Rice \ 

Right  Hon.  Poulett  Thomson.         .     . 

Sir  Thomas  Denman .... 
Sir  William  Home  .     . 


Secretary  at  War. 
Master-General  of  the  Ordnance. 
Paymaster-General  of  the  "Fqxqga. 
first  Commissioner  of  Land  Revenue. 
Postmaster-GeneraL 
Judge  Advocate-General. 

>  Lords  of  the  Treasury. 

Joint  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury. 

Yice-President   of  the   Board  of  Trade 

and  Treasurer  of  the  Navy. 
Attorney-General 
Solicitor-General. 


Marquis  Wellesley 
Duke  of  Devonshire 
Earl  of  Albemarle 
Marquis  of  Winchester 


Great  Officers  of  State. 

.     Lord  Steward. 
.     .     Lord  ChamberlaiiL 

Master  of  the  Horse. 
.     .     Groom  of  the  Stole. 


Marquis  of  Anglesey 
Lord  Plunkett      . 
Hon.E.  G.,S.  Stanley 


iRELAin). 

.     Lord  lieutenant. 

.     Lord  High  Chancellor. 

•     Chief  Secretary. 


Scotland. 


FranoB  Jeffrey,  Esq. 
Heniy  Cockbum,  Esq. 


Lord  Advocate. 
SoUcitor-Generall 
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CONTEMPORARY  SOVEREIGNS  AND  RULERS,  1815-1837. 
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POPULATION  OF  THE  UNITED  KINQDOM. 


COUNTIES  OF 
BNGLAN0. 


Bedford 

Berks 

Bucks     

Oambridge... 

Chester  

ConiwaU    ... 
CmnberUnd 

Derby 

Deron 

Dorset 

Durham 

Essex 

Qloucester  ... 
Hampshire.., 
Hereford  ... 
Hertford  ... 
Hnntiogdon 
Kent  


1881. 


CX)UNTIBS  OF 
WALSa 


Leicester    

Lincoln  

Middlesex 

Monmonth , 

Norfolk 

Nortfasmpton 

Northumberland    . 

Nottingham   

Oxford    

Bntland 

Salop 

Somerset 

Stafford 

Suffolk   

Surrey    

Sussex    

Warwick    

Westmoreland   .... 

Wilts 

Worcester 

^  (  East  Kiding  . 
"I  ^  North  Riding. 
H  (  West  Bading  . 


83,716 
181,977 
184,068 
121,909 
270,098 
267,447 
166,124 
218,883 
439,040 
144,499 
207,678 
289,424 
886,848 
288,298 
108,248 
129,714 

48,771 

426,016 

1,052,869 

174,671 

288,068 

1,144»681 

71,888 
844,868 
162,488 
198,966 
186,878 
136,971 

18,487 
206,153 
866,814 
341,040 
270,542 
898,668 
238,019 
274,892 

61,869 


184,424 
190,449 
183,381 
799,367 


96,383 
146,289 
146,629 
148,956 
884,410 
302,440 
169,681 
287,170 
494,168 
169,262 
268,827  I 
317,287 
386,904 
814,818 
110,976 
143,341 
68,149 
479,165 

1,886,854 
197,008 
817,244 

1,858,541 
98,180 
390,064 
179,276 
222,912 
226,820 
151,726 
19,386 
222,608 
408,908 
410,483 
296,804 
486,826 
272,828 
386,988 
65,041 
239,181 
211,866 
204,008 
190,878 
976,416 


Total 


11,261,437,13,089,388 


PROVINCES  OP 
IRELAND. 


Munster.... 
Ulster  .... 
Oonnaught. 

Total 


1821. 


1831. 


1,757,4921 
1,936,612  I 
1,998,494 . 
1,110,229 


1,909,718 
2,227,152 
2,286,622 
1,343,914 


6,801,8271   7,767,401 


Anglesey  .... 

Brecon 

Cardigan  .... 
Carmarthen. 
Carnarvon  . 
Denbigh   .... 

Flint 

Glamorgan 
Merioneth 
Montgomery 
Pembroke... 
Radnor 

Total 


SHIRES  OP 
SCOTLAND. 


Aberdeen 

ArgyU  

Ayr  

Banff    

Berwick   

Bute 

Caithness 

Clackmannan 
Dumbarton  ... 

DumfHes 

Edinburgh    ... 


1821. 


1881. 


Fife 

Forfiu:  

Haddington 

Inyemess 

Kincardine  

Kinross    

Kirkcudbright 

Lanark 

Linlithgow  

Num   

Orkney  ftShetUnd 

Peebles 

Perth   

Renfrew  

Boss  and  Cromarty 

Roxburgh , 

Selkirk 

Stirling , 

Sutherland  

Wigton 


46,068 
43,618 
67,784 
90,239 
67,968 
76,511 
53,784 
101,787 
34,382 
59,899 
74,009 
22,469 


717,438 


1821. 


155,887 
97,816 

127,299 
48,661 
83,886 
18,797 
80,238 
13,263 
27,317 
70,878 

191,614 
31,162 

114,666 

118,480 
35,127 
90,157 
39,118 
7.762 
38,908 

244,387 

22,686 

9,006 

58,124 

10,046 

139,050 

112,175 
68,828 
40,892 
6,637 
65,876 
28,840 
32,240 


Total  2,098,456     2,865,807 


48,825 
47,763 
64,780 

100,656 
66,768 
88,167 
60,012 

126,612 
36,609 
66,486 
81,424 
24^661 


805,236 


1881. 


177,661 

101,425 

145,066 

48,604 

84,048 

14,161 

84,629 

14,729 

88,211 

78,770 

219,592 

34,281 

128,889 

189,606 

36,146 

94,797 

31,481 

9,072 

40,690 

816,818 

23,291 

9,864 

58,239 

10,678 

142,894 

183,448 

74,820 

43,668 

6,883 

72,621 

26,518 

36,258 


Wales 

Sootland 

Ireland... 


1821. 


Males. 


6,488,679 
860,487 
983,552 

8,341,926 


Females. 


5,777,768 

866,951 

1,109,904 

3,469,901 


Total. 


11,261,437 

717,438 

2,093,456 

6,801,827 


Total 10,159,644  10,714,514  20,874,158    11,679,481  12,848,801 


1881. 


Males. 


6,875,394 

394,075 

1,116,132 

8,794,880 


Females. 


6,718,944 

411,161 

1,250,676 

8,972,521 


Total. 


13,089,888 

805,236 

2,866,807 

7,767,401 


24,027,782  I  [^ 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Be-aasembling  of  Farliament — Befonn  Bill  prepared  by  the  Oaibmet — Lord  John  Enaidl  infcro- 
dnces  the  Befonn  Bill — Wonder  and  alazm  at  its  eontemplated  proviaions — ^Fean  of  the 
Aristocracy — The  Debates  on  the  First  Beading — The  Debates  on  the  Second  Bnading — 
Defeat  of  the  Ministry  in  Committee — ^Lord  Grey  and  Lord  Brongham  nige  the  King  to 
DisBolre— The  Dissolution  and  General  fflection — The  Beform  BIB  carried—The  Bill  in 
Committee — It  is  passed — The  Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords^The  Bill  njeoted  upon  the 
Second  Beading — Biesolutions  of  the  Honse  of  Commons — Parliament  prorogued. 

Whek  the  Legislature  re-assembled  on  the  8rd  of  February,  numerous 
petitions  were  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  praying  for  Befonn  of 
Parliament.  Lord  Althorp  then  informed  the  House  that  on  Tuesday  the 
1st  of  March  the  government  would  be  prepared  to  submit  their  plan  for  the 
improvement  of  the  representative  system ;  and  that  the  task  of  explaining 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  reform  which  they  contemplated  would  be 
coufided  to  Lord  John  Eussell.  He  was  best  entitled  to  propose  a  fall  and 
efficient  improvement  of  the  representation  who  had  so  often  failed  in  his 
most  zealous  attempts  to  procure  a  partial  one.  In  the  House  of  Lords  earii 
Grey  stated  that  a  measure  of  reform  which  would  be  effective,  without 
exceeding  the  bounds  of  a  just  and  well-advised  moderation,  had  received  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  whole  government,  and  would  at  as  early  a  period 
as  possible  be  submitted  to  the  other  House  of  Parliament.  It  is  now  known 
that  a  Committee  of  four  members  of  the  government,  two  of  whom  were 
of  the  Cabinet,  had  been  selected  by  lord  Orey  to  consider  the  manifold 
details  connected  with  so  large  a  change,  and  to  prepare  a  Bill.  That  Com* 
mittee  consisted  of  lord  Durham,  sir  James  Graham,  lord  John  Sussell,  and 
viscount  Duncannon.  The  assertion  of  a  son  of  earl  Grey  that  hia  father 
"  laid  down  the  principles  on  which  the  measure  was  to  be  founded,  the 
details  of  which  were  to  be  worked  out  by  other  members  of  the  government," 
is  no  doubt  substantially  correct.*  The  measure  prepared  by  the  Committee, 
which  was  finally  adopted  by  the  Cabinet,  was  submitted  to  the  king  on  the 
30th  of  January.  The  time  had  gone  by,  as  far  as  regarded  England,  when, 
on  that  day  which  was  then  called  the  anniversary  of  a  martyrdom,  according 


*  «  Life  and  Opinions  of  Charles  Barl  Grey,''  by  laent. -General  H<»}.  G.;Grey,  1861. 
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to  Yoltaire '  eyeiy  king  in  Europe  rises  from  his  bed  with  a  crick  in  his 
neck.  William  lY.  is  represented  to  have  been  anxious  to  postpone  the 
proposal  of  the  measure  to  parliament.  Lord  Orey  would  baTO  had  little 
difficulty  in  conTincing  him  that  the  Crown  was  most  safe  when  the  three 
branches  of  the  Constitution  were  working  in  harmony  with  the  just  desires 
of  the  people. 

In  the  interral  between  the  announcement  of  the  8rd  of  February,  and 
the  bringing  forward  the  Beform  3iU,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
introduced  his  budget,  of  which  some  portions  were  carried  and  others 
abandoned.  The  duties  on  newspapers  and  advertisements  were  to  be 
reduced;  those  on  coals,  on  candles,  and  on  printed  cottons  were  to  be 
abolished.  The  propositions  to  reduce  the  duty  on  glass  and  the  duty  on 
tobacco  were  withdrawn ;  for  some  of  the  taxes  offered  as  substitutes  had 
been  strenuously  opposed.  The  Whig  ministry  had  not  learnt  to  know  the 
ministerial  safety  of  firmness.  It  was  to  be  the  priTilege  of  the  financial 
minister  of  fourteen  years  later  to  produce  improvements  in  our  architectural 
taste  and  in  our  domestic  comforts,  which  few  could  have  anticipated,  by 
relieving  the  manufacturers  of  glass  altogether  from  the  payment  of  duty  and 
from  the  interference  of  the  officers  of  revenue  with  their  processes.  In 
that  same  interval  lord  Brougham  had  also  introduced  a  Bill  for  establishing 
a  new  Court  in  Bankruptcy,  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

During  the  month  of  February  the  scope  of  the  Seform  Bill  had  been 
kept  profoundly  secret.  A  few  persons  were  in  the  confidence  of  the  govern- 
ment whose  judgment  and  experience  were  valuable  in  the  arrangement  of 
its  details.  But  when  on  the  1st  of  March  the  Speaker  came  down  to 
prayers,  and  not  only  found  the  House  remarkably  full,  but  every  empty  seat 
bearing  a  label  of  the  name  of  its  proposed  occupant,  not  a  dozen  of  that 
crowd  had  the  slightest  conception  of  the  nature  of  that  measure  which  they 
might  be  called  upon  to  support  or  to  oppose.  The  speech  with  which  lord 
John  Bussell  introduced  the  proposition  of  the  government  was  lucid,  slightly 
argumentative,  entirely  free  from  rhetorical  ornament.  The  proposed  reform 
was  far  too  great  to  require  more  than  the  simplest  and  most  intelligible 
statement.  It  was  intelligible  enough  to  produce  both  wonder  and  ridicule. 
It  was  proposed  to  u  House  of  Commons  of  which  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  members  for  England  were  returned  by  boroughs.  They  could  scarcely 
imagine  that  the  whole  system  of  nomination  should  come  to  an  end. 
Sixty  boroughs  were  proposed  to  be  wholly  disfranchised,  as  having  each  less 
than  two  thousand  inhabitants ;  forty-seven  boroughs,  having  less  than  four 
thousand  inhabitants  each,  were  to  return  one  member  instead  of  two ;  and  a 
single  borough  which  had  formerly  returned  four  members  was  to  be  reduced 
to  half  its  number  of  representatives.  It  was  not  proposed  wholly  to  fill 
up  the  seats  thus  to  be  disposed  of,  but  to  reduce  the  number  of  members 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  The  existing  number  of  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  was  to  be  curtailed  to  five  hundred  and  ninety-six.  Seven  unrepre- 
sented large  towns  were  to  have  the  right  of  returning  two  members  each  ; 
twenty  smaller  towns  unrepresented  were  to  return  one  member  each. 
London  was  to  be  divided  into  four  districts,  each  having  two  members.  \ 
Fifty-four  members  were  to  be  added  to  the  county  representation.  These  ) 
and  other  details  of  the  measure  were  subsequently  altered.    Instead  of 
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the  old  rights  of  election  in  boroughs,  a  household  franchise  of  10/.  was 
substituted.  Cory|a|tJGg{L  were  deprived  of  the  exclusive  privileges  which 
some  possessed  of  returning  members.  The  duration  of  elections  was  to  be 
remedied  by  a  previous  registration.  When  lord  John  Bussell  proceeded  to 
read  the  names  of  the  boroughs  to  be  disfranchised  wholly  or  in  part,  then 
indeed  was  the  excitement  of  the  House  at  an  unprecedented  height.  For 
once  in  the  grave  records  of  Parliamentary  debate  we  find  a  morsel  of 
description  upon  which  the  imagination  may  raise  up  a  picture  of  a  most 
extraordinary  scene.  "  The  noble  lord  accordingly  read  the  following  list, 
in  the  course  of  which  he  was  frequently  interrupted  by  shouts  of  laughter, 
cries  of  '  Hear,  Hear,'  from  members  for  these  boroughs,  and  by  various 
interlocutions  across  the  table."*  For  many  members  it  was  indeed  a 
personal  question  of  the  last  importance.  Statesmen,  too,  who  looked 
beyond  individual  interests  were  aghast  at  a  proposal  so  sweeping,  so  revolu- 
tionary as  they  were  warranted  in  believing.  It  was  left  to  Opposition 
members  somewhat  below  the  highest  mark  to  reply  that  night  to  lord  John 
Kussell.  Sir  Bobert  Peel  sat  rigid  as  a  statue,*  his  face  working  with  internal 
emotion,  his  brow  furrowed  as  by  the  wrinkles  of  age.  Around  him  were 
many  of  his  supporters,  bursting  again  and  again  into  uncontrollable  laughter 
at  what  appeared  to  them  the  prelude  to  a  certain  and  speedy  downfall  of 
the  ministry.  There  were  fashionable  parties  that  night  where  the  hosts  and 
the  guests  sat  late  in  anxious  expectation  of  intelligence  from  the  House. 
At  one  of  these  was  the  duke  of  Wellington.  As  news  of  the  ministerial 
proposition  was  read  or  told  there  was  a  burst  of  merriment  in  the  company. 
**  It  is  no  joke,"  said  the  duke ;  ^'  you  will  find  it  no  laughing  matter."  All 
London  knew  the  next  day  what  the  ministerial  project  meant.  Lord  Eldon 
wrote,  in  his  first  moments  of  surprise,  "  There  is  no  describing  the  amaze- 
ment this  plan  of  reform  has  occasioned."  f 

Sir  Bobert  Inglis,  the  member  for  the  University  of  Oxford,  was  the  first 

to  reply  to  the  arguments  of  lord  John  Eussell.    His  speech  was  an  able 

one,  anticipating  most  of  the  arguments  which  were  employed  for  the  seven 

wearisome  nights  of  debate  on  the  introduction  of  the  Bill,  and  making  a 

free  use  of  that  great  weapon  of  alarm  which  had  been  so  successfully 

employed  by  his  party,  from  the  time  when  Pitt  abandoned  his  position  as  a 

reformer  in  the  general  terror  at  the  first  outbreak  of  the  French  revolution. 

The  lapse  of  for^  years  had  furnished  a  new  argument  to  prove  the  danger 

of  any  accession  to  the  strength  of  the  democratic  principle.    Sir  Bobert 

Inglis  maintained  the  impossibility  of  the  co*existence  of  a  monarchy  with  a 

/    free  press  and  a  purely  popular  representation.    "  Sir,  I  am  fully  persuaded  "N 

/     that  a  representative  system  so  exclusively  popular  as  that  which  the  noble  / 

i      lord  wishes  to  introduce,  has  never  yet  been  found  in  juxtaposition  with  a/ 

V    free  press  on  the  one  hand  and  with  a  monarchy  on  the  other."  J    The 

destruction  of  the  monarchy  was  to  involve  the  simultaneous  destruction  of 

the  House  of  Peers.    On  the  very  day,  said  sir  Bobert  Inglis,  when  the 

House  of  Commons  of  1648  murdered  their  king  they  voted  the  Lords  to 


*  Hansard,  vol.  ii.  ooL  1077. 
t  Twiaa,  vol.  iii.  p.  120. 
t  Hansard,  toL  ii.  col.  1122. 
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be  lueless  and  dangerous.  The  abolition  of  the  House  of  Lords  was  the 
most  stirring  and  practical  of  the  prophecies  of  the  alarmists.  ''  Whateyer/' 
added  sir  Bobert  Inglis,  ''the  intentions  of  the  framers  or  of  the  supporters 
of  this  measure  may  be,  I  am  quite  sure  that,  if  carried,  it  will  sweep  cleau 
the  House  of  Peers  in  ten  jears.'*  In  or  out  of  Parliament  the  cry  was 
that  the  destruction  of  the  aristocracy  by  the  passing  of  the  democratic 
Beform  Bill  was  inevitable. 

The  word  aristocracy  was  used,  both  by  the  enemies  and  friends  of 
reform,  with  a  very  loose  signification.  By  some  it  was  intended  exclusively 
to  mean  the  nobility;  to  others  it  more  properly  signified  the  governing 
body  of  the  great  and  wealthy  families,  and  not  a  particular  class  whose  rank 
was  hereditary.  It  is  recorded  that  during  one  of  the  debates  on  the  Beform 
Bill  lord  Sidmouth  said  to  lord  G-rey,  "  I  hope  God  will  forgive  you  on 
account  of  this  Bill;  I  don't  think  I  can:*'  to  which  lord  Grey  replied, 
"  Mark  my  words ;  within  two  years  you  will  find  that  we  shall  have  become 
unpopular,  for  having  brought  forward  the  most  aristocratic  measure  that 
ever  was  proposed  in  parliament."  •  We  have  understood  that  lord  Althorp 
expressed  pretty  much  the  same  opinion.  Neither  of  the  two  ministers 
could  have  meant  to  say  that  the  Beform  Bill  would  especially  increase  the 
power  and  influence  of  the  Peers.  Lord  Eldon  must  also  have  used  "  aristo- 
cracy "  in  the  extended  sense  of  a  governing  body  not  wholly  composed  of  a 
privileged  order,  when  he  said  at  a  Pitt  dinner  in  May,  "  The  aristocrac  v 
once  destroyed,  the  best  supporters  of  the  lower  classes  would  be  swept 
away.  In  using  the  term  lower  classes  he  meant  nothing  offensive.  How 
could  he  do  so  ?  He  himself  had  been  one  of  the  lower  classes."  t  f  ^o  see 
nothing  in  the  social  condition  of  our  country  but  a  governing  body  of  great 
families  and  the  ''  lower  classes,"  was  one  of  the  defects  of  the  able  lawyer's 
mental  vision/  ';^  He  boasted,  and  not  improperly  so,  that,  like  himself,  "  the 
humblest  in  the  realm  might,  by  a  life  of  industry,  propriety,  and  good  moral 
and  religious  condact,  rise  to  eminence."  But  the  father  of  lord  Eldon  and 
of  lord  Stowell  would  have  been  indignant  enough  could  he  have  foreseen 
that  his  distinguished  son  would  have  ranked  him  as  one  of  "  the  lower 
classes ;"  the  father  being,  according  to  the  description  of  his  other  remark- 
able son,  "  a  considerable  merchant,  who  by  a  successful  application  of  Lis 
industry  to  various  branches  of  commerce  raised  a  competent  fortune."  X 
The  ex-Chancellor,  when  he  thus  talked  about  **  the  lower  classes,"  looked  at 
them  with  the  prejudices  of  caste  which,  singular  enough,  were  most  cherished 
by  the  new  nobility.  That  system  had  not  only  been  modified,  but  almost 
destroyed,  a  century  before  John  Scott  sat  in  the*  House  of  Peers.  "  The 
nobility  and  the  middle  classes  in  England  followed  the  same  business, 
embraced  the  same  professions,  and  what  is  far  more  significant,  intermarried 
with  each  other."  §  There  was  another  mode  of  amalgamation  in  England 
between  the  highest  and  the  humblest,  which  was  more  rare  and  yet  not  less 
instructive.    In  the  lapse  of  time,  some  of  the  lower  classes — some  even  of 

♦  **Life  of  Lord  Sidmouth,"  toI.  iii.  p,  439,  note. 

+  Twiss,  vol.  iii.  p.  127. 

t  TwiBS,  vol  i.  p.  23. 

§  De  Tocqueyille,  **  France  before  the  Bevolation,"  book  ii.  chap.  iz. 
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the  lowliest — could,  by  right  of  blood,  have  stood  upon  the  same  level  as  the 
proudest  peer  of  the  realm,  who  in  common  with  them  could  trace  his  lineage 
to  one  of  the  three  great  fountains  of  honour,  Edward  III.,  Edward  I.,  or 
Henry  III.  The  Marquis  of  Chandos,  who  was  one  of  the  most  conspicuous 
of  the  noble  opponents  of  the  Reform  Bill,  was  christened  Bichard  Flan- 
tagenet,  by  reason  of  his  descent  from  Elizabeth  of  York.  There  were  others 
of  his  time  not  so  highly  placed,  but  perhaps  more  happily,  who  could  carry 
up  their  lineage  even  higher  than  himself.  In  1845,  John  Fenny,  apprentice 
to  Mr.  Watson,  saddler,  of  Windmill-street,  the  only  surviving  son  of 
Stepheu  James  Fenny,  late  sexton  of  St.  G-eorge's,  Hanover-square,  could 
claim  undoubted  descent  from  Thomas  of  Woodstock,  duke  of  Ghloucester, 
fifth  son  of  king  Edward  the  Third.  At  the  same  period  George  Wilmot, 
keeping  the  turnpike-gate  at  Cooper's  Bank,  near  Dudley,  who  is  shown  to 
have  descended  from  Edmund  of  Woodstock,  earl  of  Kent,  sixth  son  of  king 
Edward  the  Eirst,  was  taking  toll  **  almost  under  the  very  walls  of  those 
feudal  towers  that  gave  the  name  to  the  barony  of  which  he  is  a  co-heir."  * 
The  aristocracy  and  the  lower  classes  were  not  wholly  separated  by  an 
exclusive  right  of  quartering  coat  armour.  The  author  of  "  Koyal  Descents" 
thinks  that  the  princely  blood  of  Flantagenet  might  be  found  to  flow  through 
veins  even  more  humble  than  some  of  those  which  he  has  recorded.  He 
adds,  "  This  is  as  it  should  be.  There  is  no  prescriptive  right  of  interminable 
gentility,  any  more  than  of  great  talents  or  personal  attractions."  The 
intermarriages  that  prevented  the  aristocracy  becoming  a  caste  in  England, 
and  the  constant  elevation  of  what  lord  Eldon  denominated  "  the  lower 
classes"  to  form  part  of  the  governing  body,  rendered  it  quite  certain  that 
the  revolution,  as  it  was  called, — the  Eeform  measure  of  1831, — would  resolve 
itself  into  something  very  different  from  the  government  of  a  democra^^ ; 
and  that  no  fears  were  more  idle  than  those  which  proclaimed  that  the 
degradation  of  rank  and  the  destruction  of  property  were  close  at  hand. 

The  second  night  of  the  debate  was  memorable  for  the  speeches  of  Mr. 
Maeaulay  and  Mr.  Stanley,  of  which  sir  James  Mackintosh  said,  they  were 
^*  two  of  the  finest  speeches  ever  spoken  in  Farliament."  M.  Guizot,  having 
afbmed  that  "the  loftiest  minds,  the  most  eloquent  orators  of  England,  called 
for  reform  with  earnest  conviction,  and  seemed  to  regard  it  as  even  more 
indispensable  than  irresistible,"  t  then  quotes,  though  imperfectly,  the  pero- 
ration of  Macaulay's  speech :— »"  Turn  where  we  may,  within,  around,  the 
voice  of  great  events  is  proclaiming  to  us,  Eeform,  that  you  may  preserve. 
iN'ow,  therefore,  while  everything  at  home  and  abroad  forebodes  ruin  to  thoae 
who  persist  in  a  hopeles3  struggle  against  the  spirit  of  the  age,  now,  while 
the  crash  of  the  proudest  throne  of  the  continent  is  still  resounding  in  our 
ears,  now,  while  the  roof  of  a  British  palace  afibrds  an  ignominious  shelter 
to  the  exiled  heir  of  forty  kings,  now,  while  we  see  on  every  side  ancient 
institutions  subverted  and  great  societies  dissolved,  now,  while  the  heart  of 
England  is  still  sound,  now,  while  old  feelings  and  old  associations  retain  a 
power  and  a  cliarm  which  may  too  soon  pass  away,  now,  in  this  your  accepted 

*  We  derive  these  particulars  from  the  curious  and  interesting  volume  o£  the  late  Mr.  C.  E. 
Long,  entitled  "  Royal  Descents  :  a  Genealogical  List  of  the  several  persons  entitled  to  Quarter 
the  Arms  of  the  Royal  Houses  of  England,'*  1845. 

t  "Memoirs  of  Peel,'*  p.  59, 
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time,  now,  in  this  your  daj  of  salyation,  take  counsel,  not  of  prejudice,  not 
of  party  spirit,  not  of  the  ignominious  pride  of  a  fatal  consistency,  but  of 
history,  of  reason,  of  the  ages  which  are  past,  of  the  signs  of  this  most  por- 
tentous time.  Pronounce  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  expectation  with  which 
this  great  debate  has  been  anticipated,  and  of  the  long  remembrance  which 
it  will  leaye  behind.  Benew  the  youth  of  the  State.  Save  property,  divided 
against  itself.  Save  the  multitude,  endangered  by  its  own  ungovernable 
passionB.  Save  the  aristocracy,  endangered  by  its  own  unpopular  power. 
Save  the  greatest,  and  fairest,  and  most  highly  civilized  community  that  ever 
existed,  from  calamities  which  may  in  a  few  days  sweep  away  all  the  rich 
heritage  of  so  many  ages  of  wisdom  and  glory."  *  The  comment  of  M. 
Guizot  upon  this  burst  of  eloquence  is :  ''  These  sombre  prognostics,  this 
powerful  language,  carried  some  disturbance  into  the  soul  of  Feel."  \ 

The  third  night  of  the  debate  presented  unusual  interest  in  the  antagonism  i 
of  lord  Falmerston  and  sir  Bobert  PeeL  The  minister  who  had  quitted  office^ 
when  the  friends  of  Mr.  Canning  appeared  to  be  insulted  in  the  ejection  of 
Mr.  Hoskisson  from  the  Cabinet,  now  stood  forward  as  the  advocate  of  a 
measure  of  reform  compared  with  which  the  case  of  East  Betford  was  but  a 
drop  in  the  ocean.  Lord  Palmerston  ventured  to  assert  that  if  Mr.  Canning 
**  had  lived  to  mark  the  signs  of  the  present  times,  and  to  bring  his  great  and 
comprehensive  intellect  to  an  examination  of  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome, 
he  would  have  been  as  ardent  a  supporter  of  the  measure  now  proposed  by 
the  government  as  any  of  the  friends  he  saw  around  him."  t  Sir  Bobert 
Peel,  in  his  reply,  exclaimed,  would  to  God  that  Mr.  Canning  were  here, 
**  to  confound  the  sophistry  and  fallacies  of  reformers,  and  to  win  back  the 
people  by  the  charms  of  truth  and  eloquence  to  a  right  appreciation  of  the 
form  of  government  under  which  they  live."  Sir  Bobert  Peel  concluded  his 
speech  by  a  solemn  admonition  to  the  ministers :  "  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
government  to  calm,  not  to  stimulate,  the  fever  of  popular  excitement.  They 
haye  adopted  a  diflferent  course— they  have  sent  through  the  land  the  fire- 
brand of  agitation,  and  no  one  can  now  recal  it."  X  ^he  debate  on  lord  John 
Bussell^s  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  Bill  was  dosed  on  the  seventh 
night  without  a  division ;  and  when  the  Speaker  had  decided  that  the  ayes 
had  it,  the  cheers  from  the  ministerial  benches  were  enthusiastic.  The  bill  , 
was  read  a  first  time  on  the  14th  of  March.  "^ 

On  the  21st  of  March,  lord  John  Bussell  moyed  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  Beform  Bill.  Sir  Bichard  Vivian  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months.  The 
second  readkig  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  one  only  in  a  house  of  six 
hundred  and  eight ;  *^  probably  the  greatest  number  which  up  to  that  time 
had  ever  been  assembled  at  a  division."  §  In  ordinary  times  this  bare 
Bugority  would  have  compelled  the  retirement  of  a  ministry  from  office. 
They  had  now  the  support  of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  they  must 
fight  the  battle  till  the  proper  time  should  arrive  for  an  appeal  to  the  consti- 

♦  "  Speeches  of  T.  B.  Macaulay,  corrected  by  himself,"  p.  18.  '     . 

t  Hansard,  toI.  ii.  col.  1323. 

X  Hansard,  vol.  ii.  col.  1334  and  1356. 

§  May,  ''Coostitiitioiial  History,"  toI.  i.  p.  852. 
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tuencies  that  had  returned  the  unreformed  parliament.  On  the  18th  of 
April  the  House  went  into  Committee  on  the  order  of  the  day,  to  consider 
the  proTisions  of  the  bill-  for  the  amendment  of  the  representation.  Gteneral 
Oascoigne,  following  lord  John  Bussell,  moved,  "that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
House  that  the  total  number  of  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses,  returned  to 
parliament  for  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  called  England  and  Wales, 
ought  not  to  be  diminished."  The  debate  was  adjourned  to  the  19th.  At  a 
late  hour  the  House  divided;  for  General  Qascoigne's  amendment,  299; 
against  it,  291.  The  ministry  were  beaten  by  a  majority  of  eight.  A  man 
of  the  rarest  genius,  though  not  a  striking  parliamentary  orator, — ^Francia 
Jeffrey — has  lefb  an  exquisite  picture  of  an  outdoor  scene  on  this  memorable 
day-break :  "  It  was  a  beautiful,  rosy,  dead  calm  morning,  when  we  broke  up 
a  little  before  five  to-day ;  and  1  took  three  pensive  turns  along  the  solitude 
of  Westminster  Bridge ;  admiring  the  sharp  clearness  of  St.  Paul's,  and  all 
the  city  spires  soaring  up  in  a  cloudless  sky,  the  orange  red  light  that  was 
beginning  to  play  on  the  trees  of  the  Abbey  and  the  old  windows  of  the 
Speaker's  house,  and  the  flat,  green  mist  of  the  river  floating  upon  a  few  lazy 
hulks  on  the  tide  and  moving  low  under  the  arches.  It  was  a  curious 
contrast  with  the  long  previous  imprisonment  in  the  stifling  roaring 
House,  amidst  dying  candles,  and  every  sort  of  exhalation."  * 

On  the  21st  of  April,  in  the  House  of  Peers,  lord  Whamcliffe  gave 
notice  that  he  should  the  next  day  move  tbat  an  address  be  presented  to  his 
Majesty  praying  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  not  to  exercise  his  un- 
doubted prerogative  of  dissolving  parliament.  On  the  same  evening  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  ministers  were  again  defeated  by  a  majority  of  twenty- 
two  on  a  question  of  adjournment.  Mr.  May  states  that  this  vote  could  not 
bear  the  construction  which  lord  Brougham  affirmed  on  the  following  day, 
that  it  amounted  to  "stopping  the  supplies."  The  question  before  the 
House  was  a  question  concerning  the  Liverpool  election.  "  Late  down  in 
the  list  of  Orders  for  the  day  a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Supply  was  to 
be  received,  which  dropped  by  reason  of  the  adjournment."  t 

On  the  morning  of  Friday  the  22nd,  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  were  with  the  King.  They  had  come  either  to  lay  the  resignations 
of  the  Ministry  at  his  Majesty's  feet,  or  to  request  him  to  dissolve  the  Parlia- 
ment. The  popular  story  of  the  time  was  that  the  King  was  reluctant  to 
dissolve  until  the  notice  given  by  lord  Whamcliffe  was  felt  by  him  to  be  an 
interference  with  his  prerogative ;  that  then  he  was  impatient  to  go  at  once 
to  Parliament,  and  said,  if  the  royal  carriages  were  not  ready  send  for  a 
hackney  coach.  Mr.  Boebuck  has  given  a  most  interesting  relation  of  '*  the 
whole  scene  of  this  interview  of  the  King  and  his  Ministers,  as  related  by 
those  who  could  alone  describe  it."  J  The  Chancellor  was  requested  to  manage 
the  King  on  the  occasion.  His  Majesty  was  startled  at  their  proposition  of  a 
dissolution — how  could  he,  after  such  a  fashion,  repay  the  kindness  of  Parlia- 
ment in  granting  him  a  most  liberal  civil  list,  and  giving  to  the  Queen  a 
splendid  annuity  in  case  she  survived  him.    jS'evertheless  the  Chancellor  said 

*  Cockbum,  "  Life  of  Lord  Jeflfrey,"  p.  317. 

+  "  Ooiwtitutioiuil  HiBtory,"  toI.  i.  p.  352. 

Z  "  Bittory  of  the  Whig  Ministry,"  rol.  ii  p.  148. 
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that  the  further  eidstence  of  the  present  House  of  Commons  was  incompatible 
with  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  kingdom.  Lord  Qrej  stated  that  without  a 
dissolution  thej  could  not  continue  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  country.  But 
nothing  is  arranged,  said  the  Eling,  the  great  officers  of  State  are  not  sum- 
moned— ^the  crown  and  the  robes  are  not  prepared — ^the  Guards,  the  troops, 
have  had  no  orders,  and  cannot  be  ready  in  time.  The  '^  daring  Chancellor,*' 
as  Mr.  Bqebuck  terms  him,  replied,  deferentially,  that  the  officers  of  State  had 
been  prepared  to  be  summoned,  and  that  the  crown  and  robes  would  be  ready. 
The  diiBculty  about  the  troops  was  not  so  easily  answered.  The  orders  for 
the  attendance  of  the  troops  upon  such  occasions  always  emanate  from  the 
sovereign.  "  Pardon  me,  Sir,**  said  the  Chancellor,  "  I  have  given  orders,  and 
the  troops  are  ready."  The  King  then  burst  out,  "  Tou,  my  Lord  Chancellor, 
ought  to  know  that  such  an  act  is  treason,  high  treason,  my  lord."  The 
Chancellor  humbly  acknowledged  that  he  did  know  it,  and  that  nothing  but 
his  own  solemn  belief  that  the  safety  of  the  State  depended  upon  that  day's 
proceedings  could  have  emboldened  him  to  venture  upon  so  improper  a  pro- 
ceeding. The  King  cooled  down ;  the  speech  to  be  read  by  his  Majesty  was 
in  the  Chancellor's  pocket ;  and  the  Ministers  were  dismissed  with  something 
like  a  menace  and  a  joke  upon  the  audacity  of  their  proceedings.  The  Lords 
had  begun  to  assemble  at  two  o'clock.  At  twenty  minutes  before  three 
the  Lord  Chancellor  took  his  seat,  and  almost  immediately  withdrew  from 
the  House,  lord  Shaftesbury  being  called  to  the  chair.  Lord  'Wham- 
cliffe  rose  to  make  his  motion.  At  the  moment  of  completing  the  reading  of 
his  resolution,  the  Lord  Chancellor  entered  the  House,  and  immediately 
addressing  it  said,  with  great  emphasis,  "  I  never  yet  heard  that  the  Crown 
ought  not  to  dissolve  Parliament  whenever  it  thought  fit,  particularly  at  a 
moment  when  the  House  of  Commons  had  thought  fit  to  take  the  extreme 
and  unprecedented  step  of  stopping  the  supplies."  *  There  was  great  con- 
fusion, with  cries  of  "  The  King,  the  King."  Lord  Londonderry  rose  in 
fury,  and  exclaimed,  "  I  protest,  my  Lords,  I  will  not  submit  to"—  The 
Chancellor,  hearing  the  King  approaching,  clutched  up  the  Seals  and  rushed 
again  out  of  the  House.  There  was  again  terrible  confusion.  The  earl  of 
Shaftesbury  resumed  the  chair,  and  the  earl  of  Mansfield  proceeded  to  deliver 
a  general  harangue  against  the  Eeform  Bill.  The  Lord  Chancellor  had  met 
the  King  whilst  the  noise  of  the  House  was  distinctly  audible.  '*  What's 
that  ?"  said  his  Majesty.  "  Only,  may  it  please  you.  Sir,  the  House  of  Lords 
amusing  themselves  while  awaiting  your  Majesty's  coming."  The  King 
entered  the  House,  cut  short  lord  Mansfield's  oration,  and  after  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons  and  about  a  hundred  members  had  attended 
at  the  bar,  commenced  his  Speech  with  these  very  decisive  words:  '^My 
Lords  and  Gentlemen,  I  have  come  to  meet  you  for  the  purpose  of  proroguing 
this  Parliament,  with  a  view  to  its  immediate  dissolution."  The  House  of 
Commons,  before  the  TJsher  of  the  Black  Bod  had  tapped  at  the  door,  had 
been  a  scene  of  turbulence  and  confusion — even  outrivalling  that  of  the  Lords 
— ^which  the  Speaker  had  vainly  endeavoured  to  repress.  Lord  Campbell, 
at  that  time  member  for  Stafford,  says,  '^  Never  shall  I  forget  the  scene  then 
exhibited  in  the  House  of  Commons,  which  might  convey  an  adequate  idea 


Hansard,  vol  iii.  col.  1807. 
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of  the  tumultuaxy  dissolutions  in  the  times  of  the  Stuarts.  The  most  excit- 
ing moment  of  mj  public  life  was  when  we  cheered  the  guns  which  announced 
his  Majesty's  approach.***  Had  those  guns  been  heard  a  day  later,  the  proba- 
bility is  that  both  Houses  would  have  resolved  upon  an  Address  to  the  King 
against  dissolution,  and  the  royal  prerogative  would  not  have  been  exercised 
at  all,  or  exercised  under  circumstances  of  great  dif&culty  and  danger. 

On  the  dissolution  of  Parliament  there  was  an  illumination  in  London, 
sanctioned  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  which  was  attended  with  more  miBchief  from 
the  turbidence  of  a  mob— -who  broke  the  windows  of  the  duJke  of  WeUington 
and  other  anti-reformers, — ^than  productive  of  any  real  advantage  to  the 
popular  cause.  After  the  Edinburgh  election  the  Lord  Provost  was  rudely 
assaulted,  and  was  with  difficulty  rescued  by  the  soldiery.  These  things  were 
disclaimed  by  Beformers  as  being  the  acts  of  blackguards  ;  but  it  must  be 
acknowledged  that  there  was  a  very  slight  approach  to  justice  in  the  charge 
that  sir  Bobert  Peel  had  made  against  the  government,  that  they  had,  "  like 
the  giant  enemy  of  the  Philistines,  lighted  three  hundred  brands  and  scat* 
tered  through  the  country  discord  and  dismay."  f  The  zeal  of  their  sup- 
porters, we  fear,  was  not  everywhere  satisfied  with  the  formation  of  Politi(»l 
Unions;  but  that  they  read  without  much  dissatisfaction  the  newspaper 
reports  of  smashed  glass,  and  rude  assaults  during  the  elections  in  towns 
where  the  magistrates  were  supine  and  the  police  feeble.  Such  proceedings 
seriously  damaged  the  just  cause  of  peaceable  Beform.  The  cry  that  went 
through  the  countiy  of  "  The  Bill,  the  whole  Bill,  and  nothing  but  the  Bill,'* 
delighted  the  Government,  for  it  set  aside  all  minor  difTerences  of  opinion 
amongst  Beformers,  and  materially  influenced  the  elections  by  the  applica- 
tion of  this  simple  test  to  a  candidate, — would  he  support  the  Bill  ?  But  the 
mob-violence  became  to  them  a  source  of  anxiety  and  alarm,  producing  dis- 
trust and  desertion  amongst  the  ranks  of  Beformers.  ^'  Eor  God's  sake  keep 
the  people  quiet  in  Scotland,"  wrote  the  Lord  Advocate  a  few  months  later ; 
"  nothing  in  the  world  would  do  such  fatal  mischief  as  riot  and  violenee."  { 

The  appeal  to  the  people  was  signally  triumphant.  Parliament  openedon  the 
14th  of  June,  when  Mr.  Manners  Sutton  was  chosen  Speaker  for  the  sixth  time. 
The  king  went  in  state  to  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  2lBt  of  June,  and  in 
his  speech  recommended  the  important  question  of  reform  in  the  representa- 
tion to  the  earliest  and  most  attentive  consideration  of  parliament.  On  the 
24th  lord  John  Bussell  again  brought  in  the  Beform  Bill,  with  a  few  altera- 
tions. The  measure  thus  proposed  was  confined  to  England.  There  was  to 
be  a  separate  bill  for  Scotland,  which  was  brought  in  by  the  Lord  Advocate 
on  the  lat  of  July ;  and  a  separate  bill  for  Ireland,  which  was  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Stanley  on  the  80th  of  Jime.  The  discussion  upon  the  English  bill 
was  to  take  place  on  the  second  reading,  which  was  moved  by  lord  John 
Bussell  on  the  4th  of  July.  There  were  three  nights  of  debate.  Mr.  Macaulay's 
speech  on  the  second  night  was  described  by  lord  Jeffrey  as  putting  Idm 
"  clearly  at  the  head  of  the  great  speakers,  if  not  the  debaters,  •  of  the 
House."     One  passage  of  that  speech  may  be  now  read  with  especial  interest. 

•  **  Lives  of  the  Chancellors,'*  chap,  ccx.,  note, 
t  Hansjird,  vol.  ii.  col.  1356. 
J  **Lifeof  JeflTey,'»p.  824. 
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"  Tour  great  objection  to  this  bill  is  that  it  will  not  be  final.  I  ask  yon 
whether  you  think  that  any  Eeform  Bill  which  you  can  frame  will  be  final  ? 
For  my  part,  I  do  believe  that  the  settlement  proposed  by  his  majesty's 
ministers  will  be  final,  in  the  osly  sense  in  which  a  wise  man  ever  uses  that 
word.  I  believe  that  it  will  last  during  that  time  for  which  alone  we  ought 
at  present  to  think  of  legislating.  Another  generation  may  find  in  the  new 
representative  system  defects  such  as  we  find  in  the  old  representative 
system.  Civilization  will  proceed.  Wealth  will  increase.  Industry  and 
trade  will  find  out  new  seats.  The  same  causes  which  have  turned  so  many 
villages  into  great  towns,  which  have  turned  so  many  thousands  of  square 
miles  of  fir  and  heath  into  cornfields  and  orchards,  will  continue  to  operate. 

For  our  children  we  do  not  pretend  to  legislate.     All  that  we 

can  do  for  them  is  to  leave  to  them  a  memorable  example  of  the  manner  in 
which  great  reforms  ought  to  be  made."  *  On  the  third  night  of  debate  the 
House  divided :  for  the  second  reading,  367  ;  against  it,  231.  On  the  12th 
of  July  the  House  went  into  Committee.  It  was  not  till  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember that  the  bill  came  out  of  this  harassing  stage  of  its  progress,  being 
the  thirty-ninth  sitting  of  the  Committee.  Night  after  night  there  were 
debates  upon  every  clause  of  disfranchisement  and  every  clause  of  enfran- 
chisement. The  leader  of  this  mode  of  opposition  was  Mr.  John  Wilson 
Croker,  whose  power  of  mastering  the  most  obscure  details,  whether  in 
politics  or  literature,  was  perhaps  unrivalled,  and,  we  fear  we  must  add,  whose 
application  of  his  minute  researches  was  not  always  quite  honest.  His  mind 
was  formed  by  nature  and  habit  for  controversy.  His  acuteness  and  his 
energy  were  supported  by  his  determined  will,  and  his  passionate  resolve  to 
look  only  at  one  side  of  the  shield.  He  was  a  master  of  sarcasm,  which, 
however,  was  not  unaccompanied  by  a  kindly  spirit.  Guizot,  with  a  just 
discrimination  between  the  value  of  set  speeches  and  real  business,  assigns  to 
this  ''man  of  vigorous,  clear,  precise,  and  practical  mind,*' t  the  real  leadership 
in  the  opposition  to  the  Eeform  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons.  The  minister 
who  was  always  ready  to  repel  his  attacks  was  one  of  very  difierent  character. 
Lord  Althorp  subdued  his  adversaries,  and  was  a  buckler  to  his  supporters, 
by  his  singleness  of  purpose.  Never  was  any  one  more  truly  described  than 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  by  Jefirey :  "  There  is  something  to 
me  quite  delightful  in  his  calm,  clumsy,  courageous,  immutable  probity  and 
well-meaning,  and  it  seems  to  have  a  charm  for  every  body."  ]:  Mr.  Croker 
was  to  the  last  a  most  unyielding  advocate  of  principles  which  had  ceased  to 
have  any  consistent  application.  When  the  Eeform  Bill  passed,  he  believed, 
with  men  of  more  timidity  and  less  intellectual  grasp,  that  the  time  was  not 
far  distant  when  all  that  England  prized  would  perish  under  a  reformed 
parliament.  In  September,  1832,  it  was  written  of  Mr.  Croker  by  one  of 
his  own  party,  that  *'  no  words  can  describe  his  desponding,  hopeless  view  of 
all  public  matters;  national  ruin  and  bankruptcy  with  him  are  inevitable.'*  § 
In  1836  his  friends  observed  that  he  absolutely  seemed  to  rejoice  at  any 


*  **  Speeches  of  T.  B.  Macaulay,  corrected  by  himaelf,"  p.  32. 

t<' Memoirs  of  Pee],"  p.  56. 

X  Cockbum,  "life  of  Jeffrey,'*?.  322. 

§  Raikea's  "Diary,"  vol.  i.  p.  87. 
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partial  fulfilment  of  his  prophecies.    "  Fitzgerald  once  said  to  lord  Wellealej 

at  the  Castle, '  I  have  had  a  very  melancholy  letter  from  G this  morning.' 

*  Aye  !*  said  lord  Wellesley,  *  written,  I  suppose,  in  a  strain  of  the  most 
sanguine  despondency.' "  *  It  is  satisfactory  to  contrast  the  opinions  of  the 
duke  of  Wellington  after  the  passing  of  the  Beform  Bill,  as  reported  by  the 
same  authority :  "  He  said,  we  have  seen  great  changes ;  we  can  only  hope 
for  the  best ;  we  cannot  foresee  what  will  happen ;  but  few  people  will  be 
sanguine  enough  to  imagine  that  we  shall  ever  again  be  as  prosperous  as 
we  have  been.  His  language  breathed  no  bitterness,  neither  sunk  into 
despondency."  t 

Before  the  Beform  Bill  came  out  of  Committee,  an  important  alteration 
was  carried  by  the  marquis  of  Chandos, — ^that  tenants*at-will  paying  fifty 
pounds  per  annum  for  their  holdings  should  have  a  vote  for  the  county. 
This  proposal,  which  involved  other  amendments  of  a  similar  tendency,  was 
carried' by  a  majority  of  eighty-four.  It  was  contended  that  this  clause, 
instead  of  making  the  farmers  more  independent,  as  was  alleged,  would 
make  a  tenant  wholly  dependent  upon  the  will  of  his  landlord  in  the  exercise 
of  his  franchise.  Undoubtedly,  before  the  repeal  of  the  corn-laws,  which,  in 
freeing  the  farmers  from  the  shackles  of  protection,  gave  scope  for  the  exercise 
of  their  skill  and  capital,  the  tenant-at-will  was  more  subservient  to  the  com- 
mands of  the  owner  of  the  soil.  It  may,  however,  be  doubted  now,  when 
the  interests  of  landlord  and  tenant  have  become  more  identified,  because  the 
social  relations  of  each  are  better  understood,  whether  it  would  be  possible, 
as  apprehended  by  lord  Milton,  that  '^a  knot  of  persons,  of  great  landed 
possessions,  would  combine  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  representation, 
and  by  the  power  which  the  adoption  of  these  proposed  amendments  would 
give  them,  would  fix  the  whole  representation  in  the  hands  of  an  oligarchy.'*  X 
Freed  from  the  committee ;  having  been  read  a  third  time,  after  a  division  in 
a  House  whose  diminished  numbers  showed  how  wearisome  were  the  pro* 
tracted  discussions ;  the  Beform  Bill  passed  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
21st  of  September,  the  numbers  being  three  hundred  and  forty-five  for  the 
measure,  and  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  against  it. 

On  the  22nd  of  September  the  House  of  Lords  presented  an  unusual 
attendance  of  Peers.  Peeresses  were  accommodated  at  the  bar,  and  the  space 
allotted  to  strangers  was  thronged  to  an  overflow.  The  Lord  Chancellor 
takes  his  seat  at  the  Woolsack.  The  Deputy-TJsher  of  the  Black  Bod 
announces  "  A  Message  from  the  Commons:"  the  doors  are  thrown  open; 
and  lord  Althorp  and  lord  John  Bussell,  bearing  the  Beform  Bill  in  their 
hands,  appear  at  the  head  of  a  hundred  members  of  the  Lower  House.  Lord 
John  Bussell,  in  delivering  the  Bill  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  who  had  come  to 
the  bar,  says  with  a  firm  and  audible  voice,  "My  Lords,  the  House  of 
Commons  have  passed  an  Act  to  Amend  the  Bepresentation  of  England  and 
Wales,  to  which  they  desire  your  Lordships'  concurrence."  §  The  words, 
usually  of  mere  form  and  ceremony,  by  which  a  Message  of  the  Commons  is 
communicated  to  the  Lords,  were  spoken  b  v  the  Lord  Chancellor  vnth  unusual 

•  Kaiken'g  "Diary,"  vol.  iii.  p.  43.  t  /«rf.,  vol.  i.  p.  68. 

t  Hansard,  toI.  vi.  col.  274. 

§  This  loene  fonns  the  subject  of  a  hiatorical  painting. 
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solemnity  of  tone  and  manner  amidst  breathless  silence.  *  The  Bill  was  then 
read  a  first  time,  and  ^was  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Monday  the 
3rd  of  October. 

During  the  five  nights  of  debate  in  this  memorable  week,  the  House  of 
Lords  stood  before  the  nation  presenting  examples  of  the  highest  eloquence 
that  ever  characterized  a  great  deliberative  assembly.  Whatever  adverse 
sentiments  the  Beports  of  these  debates  might  excite,  they  could  not  &il  to 
impress  the  thinking  part  of  the  nation  with  the  conviction  that  the  House  of 
Lords  fitly  represented  the  most  powerful  nobiUty  in  Europe,  not  only  because 
it  was  the  most  wealthy  and  the  best  educated  of  any  aristocratic  assembly ; 
not  only  that  it  was  surrounded  with  grand  historical  associations ;  but  that, 
however  it  might  be  opposed  for  a  time  to  the  prevailing  popular  opinion,  it 
was  in  many  essentials  so  intimately  allied  with  the  body  of  the  people  that 
they  could  never  be  in  a  long  continued  state  of  isolation  or  antagonism. 
This  debate  was  opened  by  earl  Grey.  There  was  a  calmness  and  solemnity 
in  his  words  and  manner  which  well  befitted  the  statesman  who  now,  in  his 
sixty-eighth  year,  stood  prominently  forward  as  the  advocate  of  a  measure 
which  he  had  proposed  in  the  House  of  Commons  forty  years  before ;  and,  more 
than  advocate,  as  the  responsible  author  of  a  Seform  Bill  of  far  greater  scope 
and  of  more  practical  importance  than  any  plan  which  he  had  supported  during 
his  long  parliamentary  career.  But  it  was  not  enough,  he  said,  for  a  public 
man,  pretending  to  the  character  of  a  Statesman,  to  show  that  what  he  has  to 
propose  is  in  conformity  with  opinions  long  established  in  his  mind ;  he  is 
bound  to  feel  the  conviction  that  in  proposing  a  measure  affecting  the  mighty 
interests  of  the  State,  the  course  he  takes  is  called  for  by  justice  and  necessity. 
He  has  further  to  prove  that  he  has  not  brought  right  opinions  into  notice 
rashly,  precipitately,  or  at  a  dangerous  season.  Having  explained  the  general 
character  of  the  proposed  Bill,  he  thus  vindicated  its  extent  and  comprehen- 
siveness, t  "I  felt  that  the  most  prudent  and  the  safest  measure  of  Beform 
would  be  a  bold  one,  because,  when  I  looked  at  the  condition  of  the  country — 
when  I  considered  how  just  the  claims  of  the  people  were — and  when,  above 
all,  I  reflected  upon  the  absolute  necessity  of  satisfying  the  respectable  and 
reasonable  part  of  the  community,  in  order  that  thereby  the  Government  and 
Legislature  might  be  furnished  with  a  ground  on  which  a  firm  and  safe  stand 
might  be  made  in  defence  of  the  principles  of  the  constitution,  if  ever  they 
should  be  really  assailed — ^from  all  these  considerations,  I  say,  I  was  satisfied 
that  nothing  but  a  bold  and  decisive  measure  would  give  such  general 
satisfiiction  and  content  as  would  set  the  question  at  rest.*'  i  Earl  Grey  was 
followed  by  lord  Whamcliffe,  who  moved  an  amendment  to  the  effect  that  the 
Bill  be  rejected  altogether. 

On  the  second  night  of  debate  the  duke  of  Wellington  spoke  at  much 
greater  length  than  he  usually  spake.  He  maintained  that  this  country 
having  enjoyed  a  larger  share  of  happiness,  comfort,  and  prosperity  than  were 
ever  enjoyed  by  any  nation,  could  any  man  believe  that  these  advantages 
would  remain  if  such  a  democratic  assembly  as  that  proposed  should  once  be 
established  in  England ?    "A  democracy  has  never  been  established  in  any 

*  Hansard,  toI  vii.  col.  480.  f  Und^  ooL  985. 

X  Ibid.,   ool.  1842. 
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part  of  the  world  that  it  has  not  immediately  declared  war  against  property, 
against  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  and  against  all  the  principles  of 
conservation  which  are  secured  by,  and  are  in  fact  the  principid  objects  of, 
the  British  Constitution  as  it  now  exists.*'    The  duke  of  Wellington's  speech   . 
gaye  a  very  significant  anticipation  of  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  by  the  Lords,  / 
and  of  the  probability  that,  the  government  being  defeated,  there  would  be  / 
another  ministry  who  would  propose  a  reform  that  might  not  be  dreaded  as  ^'a 
bold  and  decisive  measure."     *'  I  recommend  to  you  to  keep  yourselFea  free  \ 
to  adopt  any  measure  upon  this  subject  which  should  secure  to  this  country 
the  blessings  of  a  government."  *    The  duke,  after  the  passing  of  the  Bill, , 
always  asked,  How  is  the  King's  government  to  be  carried  on  P     The  long 
continued  Tory  belief  was  that  lord  Grey's  vital  change — "  that    sweeping 
Bill    which    prevented    him,    and    will    prevent  any  other     government, 
from  ruling  the  country  again,"  t — ^would  render  any  government  impossible 
but  that  which  was  dictated  by  the  will  of  a  turbulent  democracy.    The  great 
soldier's  notion  of  ^'ruling,"  which  was  the  one  idea  of  his  party,  was 
/  something  different  from  that  which  we  entertain  at  this  day,  when  the  best  \ 
/     rule  which  England  has  ever  lived  under  is  the  most  in  harmony  with  the  sober    j 
\     desires  of  the  great  middle  class,  and  most  careful  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  / 
the  universal  people. 

Lord  Dudley,  upon  the  third  night  of  debate,  delivered  an  elegant  and 
classical  speech  opposing  the  Bill,  which  lord  Brougham  subsequently 
characterized  as  *'  an  exercise  or  essay  of  the  highest  merit,  on  change,  on 
democracies,  pn  republicanism, — ^an  essay  or  exercitation  on  some  other  thesis, 
but  not  on  this  Bill."  X  One  part  of  the  speech  of  lord  Dudley  was  however 
anything  but  irrelevant  to  the  measiure  before  the  House.  In  a  very  few 
words  it  comprehended  volumes  of  declamation  that  had  been  already  spoken, 
of  the  well  working  of  nomination  boroughs  and  of  all  the  other  anomalies  of 
the  representative  system.  ''  It  was  only  by  the  abuses  of  the  Constitution,  | 
as  they  were  called,  that  the  due  balance  was  maintained,  and  the  evils  which  \ 
would  arise  from  the  superiority  of  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature 
prevented,  or  at  least  mitigated.  It  was  only  because  the  Grown  and  the 
House  of  Lords  had  an  influence  in  that  of  the  Commons,  which  wafi  wholly 
unacknowledged  by  the  theory  of  the  Constitution,  that  the  Constitation  had 
been  maintained."  §  The  fourth  night  of  the  debate  was  chiefly  occupied  by  i 
the  able  speeches  of  lord  Carnarvon  and  lord  Flunkett. 

On  the  fifth  and  last  night  the  speech  of  lord  Eldon  was  affecting,  firom  his 
allusions  to  his  great  age,  and  to  his  early  education  upon  ches^  terms  in  the 
Corporation  school  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  He  appeared  to  think  that  the 
school  would  be  destroyed  by  lessening  the  influence  of  the  Corporation  and 
that  of  freemen  of  the  borough ;  and  that  thus  a  hope  which  he  had  cherished 
would  not  be  realized.  '^  I  had  hoped  that  when  my  ashes  were  laid  in  the 
grave,  where  they  probably  soon  will  be,  that  I  might  have  given  some 
memorandum  that  boys  there,  situated  as  I  was,  might  rise  to  be  Chancellors 

*  Hansard,  vol.  vii.  col^  1205. 
t  Baikes's  **  Diary,"  vol.  iii.  p.  7. 
t  Speech  on  Reform,  October  7th. 
§  Hansard,  vol.  viL  col.  1842. 
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of  England."  On  that  night  the  great  lawyers  had  almost  exclusive  possession 
of  the  House, — ^two  ex-chancellors  and  he  who  now  sat  on  the  "Woolsack. 
Lord  Brougham  rose  to  speak  before  his  friend  and  rival,  lord  Ljndhurst. 
To  attempt  a  selection  of  passages  from  this  speech — ^from  what  lord 
Lyndhursi^  described  as  "a  splendid  declamation  which  had  never  been 
surpassed  on  any  occasion  even  by  the  noble  and  learned  lord  himself" — ^would  \ 
be  to  carry  us  beyond  our  proper  limits.  One  passage  however  in  the 
peroration  may  be  fitly  given :  "  Hear  the  parable  of  the  Sibyl ;  for  it  conveys 
a  wise  and  wholesome  moral.  She  now  appears  at  your  gate,  and  offers  you 
mildly  the  volumes — ^the  precious  volumes  of  wisdom  and  peace.  The  price  / 
she  asks  is  reasonable ;  to  restore  the  franchise,  which,  without  any  bargain^  . 
you  ought  voluntarily  to  give :  you  refuse  her  terms— her  moderate  terms, —  I 
she  darkens  the  porch  no  longer.  But  soon,  for  you  cannot  do  without  her  . 
wares,  you  call  her  back ; — again  she  comes,  but  with  diminished  treasures  ;  \ 
the  leaves  of  the  book  are  in  part  torn  away  by  lawless  hands,-»in  part  defaced  ; 
with  characters  of  blood.  But  the  prophetic  maid  has  risen  in  her  demands 
—it  is  Parliament  by  the  Tear — it  is  Vote  by  the  Ballot— it  is  Suffrage  by  the 
Million !  I^rom  this  you  turn  away  indignant,  and  for  the  second  time  she 
departs.  Beware  of  her  third  coming ;  for  the  treasure  you  must  have ;  and 
wbit  price  she  may  next  demand,  who  shaR  tell  ?  It  may  even  be  the  mace  ^ 
which  rests  upon  that  woolsack.  What  may  follow  your  course  of  obstinacy,  \ 
if  persisted  in,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  predict,  nor  do  I  wish  to  conjecture. 
But  this  I  know  full  well,  that,  as  sure  as  man  is  mortal,  and  to  err  is  human,  • 
justice  deferred  enhances  the  price  at  which  you  must  purchase  safety  and 
peace ; — ^nor  can  you  expect  to  gather  in  another  crop  than  they  did  who  went 
before  you,  if  you  persevere  in  their  utterly  abominable  husbandry,  of  sowing 
injustice  and  reaping  rebellion."  •  Lord  Lyndhurst  followed.  The  debate 
was  conclude  by  a  reply  of  earl  drey  to  the  principal  arguments  against  the 
Bill  which  had  been  adduced  during  those  five  nights.  He  was  exhausted,  as 
were  nearly  all  his  listeners,  but  his  intellectual  vigour  was  never  more 
signally  manifested.  Of  the  sincerity  of  his  concluding  words  not  even  the 
bitterest  of  his  political  adversaries  could  doubt :  ''  I  have  lived  a  long  life  of 
exclusion  £rom  office ;  I  had  no  official  habits ;  I  possessed  not  the  advantages 
which  those  official  habits  confer.  I  am  fond  of  l^tirement  and  domestic  life, 
and  I  lived  happy  and  content  in  the  bosom  of  my  family ;  I  was  surrounded 
by  those  to  whom  I  am  attached  by  the  warmest  ties  of  affection.  What, 
then,  but  a  sense  of  duty  could  have  induced  me  to  plunge  into  all  the 
difficulties,  not  unforeseen,  of  my  present  situation  P  What  else,  in  my 
declining  age,— 

*  What  else  oould  tempt  me  on  those  stormy  seas, 
Bankrupt  of  life,  yet  pzodigal  of  ease?'  "  t 

Betwe^i  six  and  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  8th  of 
October,  the  House  of  Lords  divided  upon  the  second  reading  of  the  Beform 
BiU: 

*  <*  Brougham's  Speeches,"  vol.  ii.  p.  384. 
t  Hansard,  toI.  viii.  col,  388. 
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Non-contents,  present  150,  proxies  49  —  199 
Contents,    present    128,    proxies    30  —  158 

Majority  against  the  Bill —    41 

Lord  Eldon  rejoices,  in  a  letter  of  the  next  day,  that  the  mob  would  not 
stay  for  the  close  of  the  debate.  *  Their  patience  during  a  cold  and  drizzling 
night  of  waiting  in  Palace  Yard  had  been  worn  out ;  and  when  the  Peers 
came  forth  there  were  none  to  salute  them  with  cheers  or  hisses.  The  roll- 
ing of  the  carriages  alone  was  heard,  as  Beformers  or  Conseryatives,  in  the 
broad  daylight,  went  to  their  homes  as  quietly  as  if  a  whole  nation  had 
not  been  anxiously  awaking  that  morning  to  know  how  the  great  work  was  so 
far  concluded. 

The  rejection  of  the  Beform  Bill  by  the  House  of  Lords  was  not  un- 
foreseen. The  disproportion  of  the  two  parties  in  that  House  was  perfectly 
well  known.  During  the  reigns  of  George  III.  and  George  lY .,  the  creation 
of  peers  had  been  almost  exclusiyely  confined  to  the  Tory  party;— the 
bishops  had,  with  very  few  exceptions,  been  selected  with  no  forgetfvilness  of 
their  political  opinions.  To  remedy,  in  some  degree,  this  disproportion,  six- 
teen new  peers  had  been  created  before  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  Lord 
Grey,  in  moying  that  reading,  had  addressed  to  the  bishops  a  yery  significant 
warning  '^  to  put  their  house  in  order."  Many  of  the  peers  had  refrained 
from  voting ;  but  on  the  7th  of  October  the  bishops  were  on  their  bench  in 
strong  numbers ;  and,  of  thirteen  present,  twelve  voted  against  the  bill,  nine 
others  sending  their  proxies  for  the  same  object  of  defeating  the  measure 
which  had  so  triumphantly  passed  the  House  of  Commons.  The  great  con- 
test was  yet,  however,  to  be  fought  out  in  another  campaign.  The  Lords 
had  gone  from  the  house  on  the  Saturday  morning,  after  such  a  night  of 
excitement  and  fatigue  as  few  had  before  encountered.  On  the  following 
Monday  lord  Ebrington,  member  for  Devonshire,  moved  in  the  House  of 
Commons  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  House  lamenting  the  present 
fate  of  the  bill  for  amending  the  representation,  feels  itself  called  upon  to 
re-assert  its  firm  adherence  to  the  principle  and  leading  provisions  of  that 
great  measure,  and^to  express  its  unabated  confidence  in  the  integrity,  perse- 
verance, and  ability  of  those  ministers  who,  in  introducing  and  conducting  it, 
had  so  well  consulted  the  best  interests  of  the  country.  The  resolution  was 
carried  by  329  votes  to  198.  The  public  enthusiasm  gave  a  hearty  assent  to 
the  principle  urged  on  that  occasion  by  Mr.  Macaulay,  when  he  asked, 
'  '^  ought  we  to  abandon  the  bill  merely  because  the  Lords  have  rejected  it  ? 
We  ought  to  respect  the  lawful  privileges  of  their  House,  but  we  ought  also 
to  assert  our  own.'*  Biot  and  outrage  at  Derby ;  and  at  Nottingham  the 
burning  of  the  Castle  by  a  frantic  mob,  clouded  for  a  time  the  hope  which 
all  honest  reformers  entertained  that  reason  and  justice  should  alone  pre- 
vail. The  saddest,  however,  could  relish  the  wit,  which,  however  pungent, 
was  like  oil  upon  the  waves.  '^  Mrs.  Partington"  became  famous  throughout 
the  land : — *^  As  for  the  possibility  of  the  House  of  Lords  preventing  ere 
long  a  reform  of  parliament,  I  hold  it  to  be  the  most  absurd  notion  that 

•  "  Life,"  vol.  i.  p.  829. 
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ever  entered  into  human  imagination.  I  do  not  mean  to  be  disrespectful, 
but  the  attempt  of  the  Lords  to  stop  the  progress  of  reform  reminds  me 
very  forcibly  of  the  great  stonh  of  Sidmouth,  and  of  the  conduct  of  the  ex- 
cellent Mrs.  Partington  on  that  occasion.  In  the  winter  of  1824,  there  set 
in  a  great  flood  upon  that  town — the  tide  rose  to  an  incredible  height — ^the 
wares  rushed  in  upon  the  houses,  and  everything  was  threatened  with  de- 
struction. In  the  midst  of  this  sublime  and  terrible  storm,  Dame  Partington, 
who  lived  upon  the  beach,  was  seen  at  the  door  of  her  house  with  mop  and 
pattens,  trundling  her  mop,  squeezing  out  the  sea-water,  and  vigorously 
pushing  away  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  The  Atlantic  was  roused.  Mrs.  Part- 
ington's spirit  was  up ;  but  I  need  not  tell  you  that  the  contest  was  un- 
equal. The  Atlantic  Ocean  beat  Mrs.  Partington.  She  was  excellent  at 
a  slop,  or  a  puddle,  but  she  should  not  have  meddled  with  a  tempest. 
Gentlemen,  be  at  your  ease — be  quiet  and  steady.  You  will  beat  Mrs. 
Partington."  • 

The  ministry  stood  firm,  although  they  were  taunted  with  their  con- 
tinuance in  power  after  they  had  found  themselves  opposed  by  such  a 
majority  in  the  House  of  Lords  as  no  minister  had  ever  encountered  a 
second  time.  There  was  no  wavering  in  the  king.  He  went  to  the  House 
of  Peers  on  the  20th  of  October;  and  having  given  the  royal  assent  to 
lord  Brougham's  Bankruptcy  Court  Bill,  amongst  other  bills,  he  prorogued 
the  parliament,  stating  that  its  attention  must  necessarily  be  called  upon 
at  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  session  to  the  important  question  of  a  con- 
stitutional reform  in  the  Commons  House  of  Parliament. 

♦  Sydney  Smith  :  **  Speech  at  Taunton,"  Oct.  12,  1881. 
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CHAPTER  XVI, 

IntenBe  excitement  daring  the  prorogation — Dangers  from  popular  ignorance — Inoendiaiy  fires 
and  machine-breaking — The  Derby,  Nottingham,  and  Bristol  Riots — Destmctaon  of  pro- 
perty at  Bristol — ^The  Cholera  approaching — Cowardly  alarmists — Central  Board  of  Health 
formed — ^Parliament — New  Kefoim  Bill  passed  by  the  Commons — The  Bill  in  the  Loids, 
read  a  second  time — Political  UnionB — The  Lords'  Committee^  and  the  majority  against 
Mimstars — The  King  refuses  to  create  Peers— The  Ministry  reedgn — ^The  Dnke  of  Welling- 
ton attempts  to  form  a  Goremment — The  negotiations  £Gkil — The  Beform  Ministiy  returns 
to  power — ^The  King's  consent  to  a  creation  of  Peers  given,  but  not  exercised — Final 
passiDg  of  the  Beform  Bill. 

It  is  impossible  to  look  back  at  the  interval  between  the  prorogation  of 
Parliament  on  the  20th  of  October,  1831,  and  the  conclusion  of  the  labours 
of  the  last  unreformed  Parliament  on  the  16th  of  August,  1832,  without  a 
sense  of  relief  in  feeling  that  the  country  had  passed  without  permanent 
damage  through  a  crisis  of  unexampled  danger,  aggravated  hj  a  special 
visitation  of  Providence  which  many  persons  regarded  as  a  judgment.  The 
times  were  truly  alarmiug.  Nevertheless,  during  the  great  political  conflict  Y^ 
of  seven  months, — during  the  terriflc  outbreak  of  a  knot  of  miscreants  at 
Bristol,  the  occasional  violence  of  the  mob  in  London,  the  partial  outrages  of 
the  peasantry  of  the  southern  counties,  the  terrors  of  a  new  and  frightful 
disease  for  which  no  medical  authority  could  prescribe  a  satisfactory  treat- 
ment and  which  no  public  regulation  could  arrest — ^the  political  excitement 
was  so  great  and  universal,  that,  like  combatants  on  a  field  of  battle,  the 
energy  of  the  hour  was  sufficient  to  repress,  whether  amongst  reformers  or 
anti-reformers,  any  sentiment  of  fear  that  would  have  amounted  to  a  panic. 
The  nation,  whether  ranged  on  one  side  or  the  other,  had  never  been  so 
much  in  earnest  since  the  days  of  the  Long  Parliament.  It  is  true  that  the 
popular  cause  could  number  its  supporters  by  thousands,  whilst  those  on 
the  other  side  might  be  counted  by  hundreds.  But  the  leaders  of  the 
hundreds  believed  that  they  had  everything  to  lose,  and  they  not  only 
fought  with  desperation  themselves,  but  were  cheered  on  by  a  most  zealous 
following,  who  sincerely  dreaded  that  the  end  of  all  government  and  the 
destruction  of  all  property  were  close  at  hand. /There  were  everywhere 
wrong-headed  men  in  popular  assemblies  ranting  anbut  the  unequal  distribu- 
tion of  wealth ;  pretended  teachers  of  politiwtl  economy  proclaiming  the 
tyranny  of  Capital,  and  showing  how  easily  a  change  might  be  made  by 
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which  the  labourers,  without  any  intervention,  might  till  the  fields  and  work 
the  looms.  J  Some  more  modestly  proposed  that  at  the  death  of  any  member 
of  the  community  his  widow  and  children  should  have  no  exclusive  claim ; 
and  that  all  his  property  should  be  divided  amongst  every  member  of  society 
of  adult  age.  The  absurdities  that  hung  around  every  scheme  for  the 
(^  division  of  property  "^neutralized  their  possible  effect  upon  the  great  body 
of  mechanics,  who  -w^re  not  without  some  means  of  instruction  that  had  been 
placed  within  their  reach.  There  was  another  class  more  open  to  dangerous 
advice,  and  more  incapable  of  weighing  the  probable  consequences  of  Lawless 
acts. 

(  The  labourers  in  husbandry  had  been  oflen  told  that  they  had  a  claim 
upon  a  much  higher  rate  of  allowance  from  the  poor's-rates,  whilst  at  this 
very  time  the  enormous  pressure  of  those  rates  was  driving  the  land  even  of 
whole  parishes  out  of  cultivation.  The  labourers  believed,  as  they  had  been 
long  encouraged  by  magistrates  to  believe,  that  the  parish  was  bound  to  find 
work  and  pay  wherever  there  was  no  profitable  work  to  be  doneA  The 
*'  Organization  du  Travail"  of  the  Prench  political  philosophers  in  18^  was 
not  an  original  invention.  In  England  we  had  not  the  National  Workshop, 
but  we  had  the  Parish  Gravel*pit.  The  gravel*pit  lowered  the  wages  of  all 
agricultural  labour,  by  confounding  the  distinctions  between  industry  and 
idleness,  between  strength  and  weakness,  between  dexterity  and  clumsiness. 
All  the  moral  qualifications  that  made  one  labourer  more  valuable  than 
another  were  utterly  broken  down.  And  so,  when  the  weekly  pittance  for 
unprofitable  labour  was  doled  out  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor, — ^when  the 
farmer  equalized  the  rate  of  wages  by  reducing  his  ploughman  and  carter 
ahnost  to  the  level  of  the  gravel  diggers,  and  sent  their  wives  to  the  over- 
seers to  make  up  by  allowance  the  just  payment  of  which  they  were 
defrauded — the  peasantry  took  to  burning  ricks  and  breaking  machines.  The 
machine  breaking  was  intelligible.  Machines  were  held  to  be  substitutes 
for  manual  labour,  and  thus  to  diminish  profitable  employment.  But  the 
rick  burning :  How  could  arson  be  a  relief  for  hunger  P  The  destruction  of 
food  raised  the  price  of  food.  The  excessive  ignorance  of  the  peasantry — ^the 
hateful  isolation  of  their  class  from  their  employers — ^the  neglect  of  the  rich — 
made  them  apt  listeners  to  the  devilish  promptings  of  some  village  Cade  in 
the  beer-shop.  They  had  undoubted  grievances ;  and  we  can  scarcely  wonder 
that  paupers  and  poachers  became  rick-burners  and  machine  breakers,  in 
the  belief  that  those  above  them  in  rank  were  in  a  conspiracy  to  oppress 
them.  The  southern  labourers  knew  nothing  of  the  Beform  BiU,  and  cared 
nothing.  They  thoughj|Only  of  the  misery  and  neglect  of  their  own  unhappy 
lot.  ''Swing"  was  at  work  months  before  lord  G-rey  came  into  power — 
"Swing"  waa  their  one  reform  leader.  They  took  their  own  course  of  pro- 
claiming their  wretchedness  and  their  ignorance,  to  the  terror  and  shame  of 
those  who  had  kept  them  ignorant,  and  passed  them  by  in  the  haughty 
indifference  which  regarded  a  peasant  and  a  slave  as  something  near  akin — 
''  slaves  in  ignorance,  without  having  them  chained  and  watched  to  prevent 
them  hurting  us."  *  The  jail  and  the  gallows  seemed  the  only  remedies 
when  property  became  unsafe — 

•  Dr.  Arnold,  "  Life,"  vol.  i.  p.  282. 
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**  The  blind  mole  caste 
CoppM  hills  toward  heaven,  to  tell,  the  earth  is  throng'd 
"Bj  man's  oppression,  and  the  poor  worm  doth  die  for  *t."  * 

In  the  same  state  of  ignorance,  especially  of  political  ignorance,  as  the 
southern  peasantry,  but  not  with  eqosA  provocation  for  their  outrages,  were 
the  dregs  of  the  people  who  broke  open  the  city  jail  at  Derby  and  set  the 
prisoners  at  liberty,  and  those  who  burnt  down  Nottingham  Castle.  More 
entirely  distinct,  even  than  the  agricultural  labourers,  from  those  who 
cherished  any  OTer«zealous  aspirations  for  an  amended  representation  of  the 
people,  were  those  who  formed  the  mass  of  rioters  at  Bristol.  There,  an 
insignificant  mob  of  the  merest  outcasts  of  a  seaport  long  remarkable  for  a 
filthy,  ignorant,  and  drunken  horde  of  labourers  of  the  lowest  class, — many 
of  the  so-called  workers  habitual  thieyes, — ^held  during  a  Saturday  afternoon, 
and  the  whole  of  Sunday  till  daybreak  on  Monday,  the  lives  and  property  of 
the  inhabitants  of  one  of  the  great  cities  of  the  empire  at  the  mercy  of  their 
reckless  brutality. 

Sir  Charles  Wetherell  had  been  amongst  the  most  determined  opponents  of 
the  Beform  Bill  during  its  passage  through  the  House  of  Commons.  He  was 
Becorder  of  Bristol,  and  being  a  man  of  as  much  eccentricity  as  talent,  he 
disregarded  the  warnings  which  were  given  him,  that  it  might  be  more 
prudent  to  open  the  City  Sessions  on  the  29th  of  October  without  any 
public  entry.  Becorders  now-a-days  go  more  modestly  about  their  business ; 
but  sir  Charles  Wetherell  determined  to  have  a  procession.  A  large 
number  of  influential  inhabitants,  whether  as  political  supporters,  or  to 
maintain  the  dignity  of  his  judicial  function,  formed  a  great  cavalcade  around 
the  sheriff's  carriage  in  which  the  Becorder  was  to  enter  the  city.  He 
reached  the  G-uildhall  amidst  the  hisses  of  the  populace,  but  with  no  injury 
from  the  few  stones  that  were  thrown  at  his  carriage.  There  was  some 
confusion  in  the  hall  during  the  opening  of  the  Commission :  but  the  pre- 
liminary business  having  been  gone  through,  and  the  Court  adjourned  till 
Monday  morning,  the  Becorder  retired,  the  people  giving  three  cheers  for 
the  king.  Sir  Charles  Wetherell  took  up  his  residence  at  the  Mansion- 
house.  This,  during  the  whole  of  the  afternoon,  was  surrounded  by  a  mob, 
upon  which  constables  occasionally  rushed  to  seize  some  prominent  offender, 
boy  or  man,  who  manifested  his  spirit  by  hurling  some  missile  at  an  irri- 
tated guardian  of  the  peace.  The  evening  came  on ;  the  mob  of  blackguards 
became  more  daring ;  colliers  came  in  from  the  neighbouring  pits  to  join  the 
fun,  and  the  Mansion-house  was  attacked  in  a  far  more  formidable  manner 
than  at  the  earlier  hour  in  the  afternoon  ;  for  the  greater  number  of  con* 
stables  had  left  the  rioters  to  their  diversion,  and  had  quietly  gone  away  to  seek 
refreshment.  In  the  darkness  of  that  autumnal  night,  the  windows  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate's  residence  were  shattered,  the  doors  were  forced,  and  pre- 
parations were  made  to  set  the  Mansion-house  on  fire.  Sir  Chsffles 
Wetherell  during  the  tumult  effected  his  retreat.  The  troops  arrived,  and 
arrested  the  conflagration.  The  soldiers  were  cheered  as  they  trotted  their 
horses  backward  and  forward;  the  Commander  of  the  district.  Colonel 
Brereton,  exhorted  the  mob  to  peace,  but  he  did  not  effectually  clear  the 

♦  "  Pericles,"  act  L  scene  1. 
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streets.     The  ragged  populace  were  triumphant  for  that  Saturday.     On 
the  Sunday   morning  the   consequences    of    a   too   humane    lenity  were 
signally  exhibited.     The  troops   had   remained  in  the  streets  all  night. 
On  the  Sunday  morning,   all   being  quiet,  they  retired  to  their  quarters. 
The  churches  and  chapels  were  filled  as  usual,  without  any  apprehension  of 
danger.     A  crowd  was  again  collected  before  the  Mansion-house.     They 
burst  into  the  hall,  and  reaching  the  upper  rooms  threw  the  furniture  into 
the  street.    They  penetrated  to  the  wine-cellars,  and  carrying  off  the  cor- 
poration stores  of  the  choicest  port,  were  soon  lying  upon  pavements  dead 
with  drunkenness.    The  troops  again  came  out,  and  the  tumult,  which  might 
have  been  quelled  without  bloodshed  if  the  respectable  inhabitants  had  been 
sworn  in  on  the  Saturday  as  special  constables,  which  they  entreated  to  be, 
now  became  a  wide-wasting  career  of  rapine  and  destruction.    There  was  a 
little  firing  of  the  14th  Light  Dragoons  upon  the  mob,  who  assaulted  them 
with  brick-bats.    Still  there  was  a  belief  that  the  worst  had  passed.     The 
soldiers  were  then,  for  the  most  part,  withdrawn  from  the  city.    The  subse- 
quent proceedings  of  the  mob  sufficiently  indicated  the  class  of  persons  of 
which  it  was  composed.    They  beat  in  the  doors  of  the  Bridewell  with  sledge- 
hammers, set  free  the  prisoners,  and  fired  the  building.    Another  party  con-   ' 
ducted  the  same  operations  with  equal  success  at  the  New  Borough  JaU.  ; 
A  third  manifested  their  zeal  for  Liberty  by  releasing  all  confined  in  the 
Gloucester  County  Jail.      There  were  to  bp  no  more   prisons  in  Bristol. 
Prom  these  three  places  of  confinement  the  fiames  were  rising  at  one  and  the 
same  time.    Eire  now  became  the  great  manifestation  of  the  savagery  which 
some  dreaded,  or  pretended  to  dread,  as  the  natural  result  of  the  Beform 
agitation.     The  Mansion-house  was  set  on  fire.    The  demoniacs  ran  from 
room  to  room,  kindling  the  flames,  and  when  the  roof  fell  in  the  progress  of 
the  conflagration  had  been  so  rapid  that  many  were  cut  off  from  a  retreat. 
The  bishop's  palace  was  reduced  to  ashes.    The  Custom-house  followed. 
This  building  was  near  the  Mansion-house  in  Queen's  Square.     Prisons  and 
stately  buildings  were  not  the  sole  objects  of  this  most  causeless  outbreak. 
There  was  no  rallyiDg-cry  in  the  streets,  such  as  that  of  "  No  Popery  "  in 
1780,  and  of  "  Church  and  King  "  in  1791.    No  voice  was  heard  to  exclaim 
**  The  Bill."     It  was  all  mad  fury  without  any  possible  object  except  plunder 
and  the  indulgence  of  the  grossest  sensuidity.    At  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning  there  were   forty-two  dwelling-houses  and  warehouses    burning. 
Two  sides  of  Queen's  Square,  with  the  exception  of  two  houses,  were  de- 
stroyed.    The  flames  were  lighting  the  ruffians  who  paraded  the  streets  and, 
knocking  at  the  doors  of  ale-houses  and  liquor-shops,  were  demanding  '^  drink 
or  blood."     Their  intoxication  quelled  the  outrages  even  more  effectually 
than  the  soldiery,  who  were  now  brought  back  into  the  city,  and  hesitated 
not  to  fire  and  charge,  as  they  might  have  done  far  more  advantageously  had 
force  been  employed  at  the  commencement  of  the  outbreak.    The  outrages 
were  at  an  end  ;  not  through  this  final  act  of  tardy  vigour  by  direction  of 
the  magistracy,  but  through  the  exhaustion  of  the  handful  of  blackguards 
when  the  daylight  showed  the  extent  of  the  ruin  which  they  had  perpetrated. 
It  was  a  lamentable  circumstance,  though  one  not  without  its  lesson,  that 
Colonel  Brereton,  having  been  brought  to  trial  at  a  court-martial  for  neglect 
of  duty,  shot  himself  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  inquiry.    The  law  avenged 
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itself  in  January  on  the  rioters.  Bristol  had  for  many  a  year  to  levy  a  rate 
of  10,000^.  for  compensation  to  the  losers  of  property. 

The  Author  of  the  "  Popular  History  "  ventures  to  obtrude  some  words 
which  he  wrote  at  this  fearful  season — not  as  containing  any  very  striking 
reasoning  or  exhortation,  but  as  expressing  his  own  feelings  in  common  with 
those  of  the  eminent  men  with  whom  he  was  then  associated  in  the  diffusion  of 
knowledge :  "  In  moments  such  as  these,  wlien  we  hear  of  a  few  hundreds  of 
abandoned  miscreants, — not  working  men  in  any  sense  of  the  title,  but  thieves 
and  outcasts, — ^not  knowing  the  first  interests  of  working  men,  because 
wanton  destroyers  of  the  capital  by  which  labour  must  be  supported, — when 
we  hear  of  a  small  band  of  these  most  ignorant  of  mankind,  in  this  enlightened 
country,  in  this  intellectual  age,  holding  the  lives  and  possessions  of  a  com- 
munity of  eighty  thousand  people,*  even  for  a  single  hour  at  the  mercy  of 
their  lawless  passions,  we  could  almost  be  tempted  to  think  that  real  freedom 
should  never  be  the  birthright  of  such  spumers  of  the  laws  of  Q-od  and  man. 
Cast  your  eyes  for  a  moment  upon  such  scenes  of  frantic  riot,  of  desperate 
outrage,  of  grovelling  drunkenness  in  the  lowest  stage  of  brutal  abandon- 
ment ;  think  of  the  terror  of  the  peaceful  inhabitants  of  such  a  place  in  those 
hours  of  midnight  plunder  and  Sabbath  riots ;  and  picture  to  yourselves  the 
wives  and  children  of  those  once  happy  families  clinging  to  their  husbands 
and  their  parents  to  shield  them  from  the  destruction  that  was  let  loose  in 
such  unnatural  and  hideous  shapes.  When  you  have  pondered  upon  these 
things,  look  round  for  the  remedy.  It  is  the  diffusion  of  sound  knowledge 
which  leads  to  the  cultivation  of  genuine  religion.  Unless  you,  each  in  your 
own  circle,  put  down  that  ignorant  spirit  that  would  make  this  temple  of  our 
once  industrious  and  peaceful  island  *  a  den  of  thieves,'  our  liberties  are  at  an 
end,  because  our  security  is  at  an  end.  There  can  be  no  liberty  without 
security.  Unless  you,  each  in  your  own  circle,  endeavour  to  instruct  the 
less  informed  in  the  knowledge  of  their  rights  in  connexion  with  their  duties, 
we  shall  all  go  backward  in  freedom,  and  therefore  in  national  prosperity."  t 

"Whilst  Bristol  was  burning,  the  cholera  had  come  to  England.  At  the 
beginning  of  November,  cases  which  had  terminated  fatally  were  reported 
from  Sunderland.  A  true  Christian, — one  whose  honour  it  was  to  lead  the 
way  in  the  establishment  of  a  better  system  than  prevailed  in  great  public 
schools, — a  liberal  thinker  who  regarded  "the  Ministerial  Eeform  Bill  as 
a  safe  and  necessary  measure," — is  described  as  filled  with  the  most  anxious 
fears  towards  the  end  of  1831.  Dr.  Arnold  was  accustomed  to  preach  a 
practical  sermon  to  his  school  on  Sundays.  His  biographer  says, — "There 
are  those  among  his  pupils  who  can  never  forget  the  moment  when,  on  that 
dark  November  afternoon,  after  the  simple  preface,  stating  in  what  sense 
worldly  thoughts  were  or  were  not  to  be  brought  into  that  place,  he  at  onoe 
began  with  that  solemnity  which  marked  his  voice  and  manner  when  speaking 
of  what  deeply  moved  him : — *  I  need  not  tell  you  that  this  is  a  marked 
time, — a  time  such  as  neither  we,  nor  our  fathers  for  many  generations  before 
us,  have  experienced ;  and  to  those  who  know  what  the  past  has  been,  it  is 

*  The  population  of  Bristol  in  1831,  as  shown  by  the  Population  Betnrns  published  in  1832, 
was  above  100,000. 

t  "  The  Bights  of  Industry :  addressed  to  the  Working  Men  of  the. United  Kingdom.  By 
the  Author  of  *  The  B^sults  of  Machinery.'  "     1831. 
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no  doubt  awful  to  think  of  the  chsn<?e  which  we  are  now  about  to  encounter.' 
But  in  him  the  sight  of  evil,  and  the  endeavour  to  remove  it,  were  hardly 
ever  disjoined;  and  whilst  everything  which  he  felt  partook  of  the  de- 
spondencj  with  which  that  sermon  opens,  everything  which  he  did  partakes  of 
that  cheerful  activity  with  which  the  same  sermon  closes  in  urging  the  example 
of  the  Apostle's  '  wise  and  manly  conduct  amidst  the  dangers  of  storm  and 
shipwreck.' "  *  Very  different  from  a  counsellor  of  "  wise  and  manly — s^ 
conduct "  was  a  writer  in  a  periodical  work  of  the  highest  authority,  published 
in  November,  1831.  To  produce  a  terror  amongst  the  community  for  a  poli-  i 
tical  object  has  been  considered  the  especial  function  of  a  corrupt  minister. 
To  exaggerate  real  causes  of  alarm,  in  the  endeavour  to  terrify  the  heads  of 
families  into  a  retreat  from  the  political  battle-field,  was  now  the  object  of  a  { 
factious  journalist.  He  asked,  what  has  been  done  to  meet  this  fatal  con- 
tagion ?  Anticipating  the  sudden  paralysation  of  commerce  through  every  | 
limb  of  our  body  politic, — with  prodigious  masses  of  artisans  sunk  at  once 
into  the  depths  of  pauperism, — he  asks  whether  the  ministers  have  considered 
the  necessity  of  guarding  against  the  rapacity  of  monopolists  as  respects  food 
and  fuel ;  whether  they  had  begun  to  think  of  public  stores  of  bread  ?  Have 
they  considered  what  ought  to  be  done  for  the  supply  of  our  markets,  the 
regulations  as  to  travellers,  inns,  and  public  conveyances  of  all  kinds? 
"  Have  they  even  dreamed  of  the  enormous  burden  of  care  that  may  within 
a  week  devolve  npon  them  as  a  cabinet  ?  "  Unquestionably  the  ministers 
had  not  so  dreamed.  They  knew  perfectly  well,  as  the  author  of  this  article 
most  probably  knew,  that  any  interference  with  the  laws  of  demand  and  supply 
would  render  a  temporary  disturbance  of  the  ordinary  intercourse  between 
man  and  man,  between  town  and  country,  ten  thousand  times  more  dangerous. 
The  advice  to  private  persons  is  as  remarkable  for  the  most  extravagant 
selfishness,  as  the  advice  to  the  government  is  conspicuous  for  ignorance  of 
the  commonest  laws  of  political  economy.  Such  families  as  mean  to  quit 
the  town  in  which  they  reside  ought  to  hold  themselves  prepared  for 
immediate  flight;  the  civil  power  should  be  prepared  to  take  charge  of 
the  houses  and  property  left  behind ;  the  opulent  must  expect  to  pay  dearly 
for  snch  protection,  "  but  they  have  a  right  to  expect  it."  When  the  desire 
to  quit  the  town  becomes  general,  the  more  that  go  the  better ;  but  none 
must  go  unless  they  have  the  means  of  conveyance.  There  should  be  lazar- 
ettoes  out  of  tovm  to  which  families  might  if  they  pleased  remove ;  care  beisg 
taken  that  families  of  the  same  class  be  placed  together.  Encampments 
might  be  allowed  under  proper  regulations.  All  these  recommendations  are  for 
the  runaways.  Those  who  have  the  courage  to  remain  in  great  cities,  such  as 
London,  are  not  to  be  less  scrupulous  in  manifesting  the  same  selfish  cowardice. 
To  the  utmost  practicable  extent  disfurnish  the  house.  Qet  rid  of  all  super- 
fluous domestics,  and  take  care  that  it  shall  be  impossible  for  those  that  are 
retained  to  communicate  with  any  one  out  of  doors.  All  letters  and  supplies 
of  food  must  be  received  from  the  police  messengers.  They  must  be  drawn^ 
up  to  a  window  of  the  first  floor  by  means  of  a  rope  having  a  yard  of  chain  J 
and  an  iron  pail  attached  to  it.  Mixed  up  with  some  semi-medical  pre- 
cautions, the  article  sets  forth  how  in  some  cities  this  pest  destroys  here  a 

•  "  Life  of  Dr.  Arnold,"  rol.  i.  p.  272.  ^  , 
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sixth,  there  a  fourth,  and  in  a  third  town  a  half  of  the  population.  The  plague 
of  Marseilles,  the  plague  of  Messina,  are  examples  of  false  confidence.  To 
excite  fear  is  a  true  mode  of  being  safe.  At  Messina,  where  no  precaution 
was  adopted,  '^  all  at  once  the  pest  was  found  raging,  and  the  populace  rose 
in  the  frenzy  of  wrath  and  despair,  and  glutted  themselves  with  murder."  * 
Marseilles  was  named  without  a  word  of  "  Marseilles'  good  bishop."  There 
were  many  in  England,  lay  and  clerical,  who  remembered  noble  examples 
in  their  own  country,  of  the  duty  of  the  rich  to  the  poor  in  such  a  season 
of  calamity,  and  they  followed  them  in  the  spirit  of  Christian  brotherhood. 
Perhaps  the  cholera  awakened  some  of  this  feeling  which  had  been  too  long 
slumbering. 

The  Ministers  were  solemnly  warned  by  this  writer  of  the  responsibility 
they  incurred,  if  they  neglected  those  preparations  which  they  alone  could 
make.     "The  more  rigorous   the  laws,  and  the  more  strictly  they  are 
enforced,  the  more  certainly  will  the  government  be  pronounced  a  merciful 
-one."     The  government  did  not  neglect  preparations,  and  did  not  shrink 
from  wise  precautions ;  but  these  were  of  a  very  different  character  than 
such  as  would  have  plunged  the  whole  country  into  a  confusion  far  more 
dreadful  than  any  visitation  of  the  most  pestilent  disease.    A  Central  Board 
of  Health  was  formed,  whicli,  in  a  circular  letter  dated  from  the  Council 
Office,  recommended  as  to  precautionary  measures,  that  every  large  community 
should  be  divided  into  sections  to  form  distinct  Boards  of  Health,  each  to 
consist,  if  possible,  of  a  resident  clergyman,  of  a  number  of  substantial  house- 
holders, and  of  one  medical  man  at  least.     Such  boards  were  to  appoint 
inspectors,  each  of  whom  was  daily  to  visit  a  hundred  houses,  and  upon  their 
reports  to  endeavour  to  remedy  such  deficiencies  as  might  be  found  to  exist 
in  the  primary  elements  of  public  health,  namely,  food,  clothing,  bedding, 
ventilation,  space,  cleanliness,  habits  of  temperance,  prevention  of  panic. 
"With  regard  to  intercourse  with  suspected  or  infected  persons  or  places, 
they  strongly  deprecated  all  measures  of  coercion  for  avoiding  communica- 
tion, which  measures,  when  tried  upon  the  Continent,  had  invariably  been 
found  productive  of  evil.    Temporary  cholera  hospitals,  detached,  insulated, 
and  thoroughly  exposed  to  free  and  open  air,  were  recommended  to  be 
•established.  (^Fortunately  the  good  sense  of  the  English  people  prevented  a 
natural  and  wholesome  alarm  being  degraded  into  a  panic.  1  Beligious  trust 
vand  active  benevolence  were  much  better  supports  than  the  practical  atheism 
which  would  have  turned  domestic  servants  out  of  doors,  and  have  fled  from 
the  duties  of  social  life  to  seek  some  imaginary  hiding-place  where  the 
destroyer  could  not  come.     On  the  6th  of  November  the  people  knelt  in. 
their  churches  to  utter  a  form  of  prayer,  whose  words  would  not  be  forgotten 
in  their  private  orisons :  **  Lord !  have  pity  on  thy  people,  both  here  and 
abroad ;  withdraw  thy  heavy  hand  from  those  who  are  suffering  under  thy 
judgments,  and  turn  away  from  us  that  grievous  calamity,  against  which  our 
only  security  is  in  thy  compassion."     The  visitation  of  this  calamity,  although 
very  fatal  in  some  districts,  was  by  no  means  extensive,  compared  with  the 
aggregate  number  of  the  population.     It  had  died  out  after  the  ensuing 
.summer.    There  had  not  been  during  its  continuance  any  marked  inter- 
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ruption  in  the  ordinary  intercourse  of  life,  and  in  the  communications  between 
place  and  place.  \The  cholera  left  a  real  blessing  behind  it.^  The  care  of  the 
public  health  from  that  time  became  a  duty  which  no  ministry  could  neglect, 
and  which,  after  many  experiments  in  the  organization  of  a  fit  machinery, 
placed  us  in  a  condition  not  only  to  mitigate  the  effects  of  any  pest  in 
recurring  years^but  to  elevate  the  whole  body  of  the  people  in  habits  of 
cleanliness  and  comfort,  and  to  prolong  the  duration  of  l^e  in  village  and  in 
city,  in  the  pleasant  fields  and  in  the  close  factories.  \ 

In  the  midst  of  the  cholera  visitation,  Parliament  ^sembled  on  the  6th  of 
December.  In  the  King's  Speech,  first  of  all  was  recommended  a  careful 
consideration  of  the  measures  to  be  proposed  for  the  Eeform  of  Parliament ; 
a  speedy  and  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  question  becoming  daily  of  more 
pressing  importance  to  the  security  of  the  State  and  to  the  contentment 
and  welfare  of  his  majesty's  people.  On  the  12th  of  December,  lord  John 
Bussell  introduced  the  new  Bill  for  Parliamentary  Eeform.  It  was  in  many 
respects  really  a  new  measure.  The  results  of  the  Census  of  April  had 
been  obtained.  The  Census  of  1821  had  been  found  a  fallacious  guide  as 
to  what  boroughs  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  disfranchised.  Taking  the 
Census  of  1831  as  the  basis  of  the  population  test,  the  boundaries  of  towns, 
which  had  been  carefully  surveyed,  were  included  in  the  boroughs  of  which 
they  had  previously  formed  no  paVt.  A  mixed  test  of  the  importance  of 
boroughs  was  to  be  determined  by  the  number  of  persons,  the  number  of 
houses,  and  the  amount  of  assessed  taxes  paid.  The  disfranchised  boroughs 
were  still  to  be  fifty-six,  though  the  list  of  those  to  be  placed  in  what 
was  called  Schedule  A  was  materially  varied  from  that  formerly  proposed. 
Schedule  B,  of  boroughs  to  return  only  one  member,  was  now  reduced  from 
forty-one  to  thirty,  whilst  others  which  had  formerly  been  in  this  schedule 
were  to  be  taken  out,  and  to  return  two  members.  These  variations  from 
the  former  scheme  were  rendered  necessary  chiefly  by  the  determination  of 
the  government  not  to  diminish  the  number  of  the  House  of  Commons,  con- 
tinning  the  number  as  it  then  stood  of  six  hundred  and  fifty-eight.  Some  of 
the  most  ardent  Beformers  thought  that  the  Bill  was  impaired  by  these 
alterations.  Sir  Bobert  Peel  taunted  the  ministers  with  having  adopted 
amendments  offered  from  his  side  of  the  House,  but  nevertheless  expressed 
bis  determination  of  giving  to  the  principle  of  this  Bill  a  steady  and  firm 
opposition.  On  the  second  reading  in  the  House  of  Commons  there  was  a 
debate  of  two  nights,  terminating  on  the  morning  of  Sunday  the  18th, 
when  the  ministerial  majority  was  a  hundred  and  sixty-two.  Parliament 
was  now  adjourned  to  the  17th  of  January. 

To  follow  the  progress  of  the  Beform  Bill  through  the  House  of  Commons  ^ 
during  the  next  two  months  would  be  impossible  for  us  to  attempt,  even  if 
the  details  of  the  conflict — in  which  the  cleverness,  pertinacity,  and  unfairness 
of  the  opposition  were  strikingly  in  contrast  with  the  good-humoured  steadi- 
ness of  lord  Althorp,  and  the  impassability  of  lord  John  Bussell — were  less 
wearisome  than  they  now  would  be  when  the  interest  of  such  a  session  of 
skirmishes  is  wholly  lost  in  the  result  of  the  great  battle.  The  Scotch  and 
Irish  bills  were  brought  in  on  the  19th  of  January.  On  the  20th,  the  House 
went  into  Committee  on  the  English  Bill,  which  Committee  was  not  ended 
till  the  10th  of  March,  the  Beport  being  considered  on  the  14th.^  On  the 
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19th,  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  was  moved.     There  was  again  a  final  debate, 
in  which  the  combatants  on  each  side  were  marshalled  in  as  great  numbers  as 
on  anj  previous  occasion.     In  a  House  of  five  hundred  and  ninetj-four 
.  members  the  Bill  was  passed  bj  a  majoritj  of  a  hundred  and  sixteen. 

On  Monday  the  26th  of  March,  the  Beform  Bill  was  carried  up  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  was  read  a  first  time  on  that  da^r.  There  was  a  general 
opinion  that  the  Bill  would  not  pass  unscathed  through  the  Upper  House 
without  a  large  creation  of  Peers.  On  the  7th  of  January  Sydney  Smith 
wrote  to  the  countess  Grey,  that  everybody  expected  a  creation  as  a  matter  . 
of  course ;  "  I  am  for  forty,  to  make  things  safe  in  Committee."  •  It  was 
impossible  that  lord  Grey  should  not  have  felt  the  most  extreme  reluctance 
to  resort  to  so  bold  and  hazardous  a  measure.  Somewhat  later,  Sydney  Smith 
wrote,  "  If  you  wish  to  be  happy  three  months  hence,  create  Peers.  K  you 
wish  to  avoid  an  old  age  of  sorrow  and  reproach,  create  Peers."  Upon 
this  letter  of  Sydney  Smith,  which  was  addressed  to  lady  Grey,  the 
following  note  is  written  by  herself:  "Many  of  lord  Grey's  friends,  as 
represented  by  Mr.  S.  Smith,  concurred  in  the  opinions  expressed  in  this 
letter,  and  the  whole  of  the  liberal  press,  the  'Times'  in  particular, 
urged  the  necessity  of  creating  Peers,  with  alarming  violence,  and  did  not 
scruple  to  assert  that  even  the  life  of  an  old  and  timid  man  should  be  sacii* 
ficed  for  the  good  of  the  country !  And  had  the  Bill  been  again  thrown  out, 
there  is  every  probability  that  lord  Grey  would  have  run  considerable 
risk.  Fully  aware  of  this  fact,  it  was  therefore  an  act  of  no  inconsiderable 
courage  to  resist  the  entreaties  of  his  friends  and  the  opinion  of  the  public ; 
but  the  event  justified  the  wisdom  of  his  decision."  f  The  '^  alarming 
violence  "  of  the  liberal  press  at  this  subsequent  period  was  only  the  reflection 
of  the  more  alarming  violence  which  then  prevailed  throughout  the  country. 
In  the  concluding  portion  of  his  speech  on  moving  the  second  reading,  lord 
Grey  said, "  My  lords,  I  admit  that  we  have  of  late  heard  none  of  that  outcry 
on  the  part  of  the  people  which  first  marked  the  progress  of  this  BilL  In 
its  place,  a  fearful  silence  at  present  prevails, — a  silence  which  may,  perhaps, 
lead  some  persons  foolishly  to  imagine  that  the  people  are  no  longer  looking 
at  this  question  with  the  same  feelings  of  interest.  But  I  caution  your  lord- 
ships to  beware  how  you  form  that  opinion."  X  ^^  previous  strong  mani« 
festation  of  popular  opinion ;  the  formation  of  Political  Unions  throughout 
the  country ;  the  open  talk  of  making  force  prevail  if  reason  could  not  prevail, 
had  produced  some  alarm  in  the  Court.  Communications,  it  is  affirmed,  had 
passed  between  the  king's  private  secretary  and  lord  Whameliffe,  in  which 
the  royal  wish  had  been  expressed  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill  in  the  House 
of  Lords  should  be  less  decided.  Lord  Grey  was  aware  of  some  partial  change 
of  opinion.  He  said  on  this  first  debate  on  the  second  reading, '^  I  must 
confess  that  I  look  with  something  like  hope  to  that  which  appears  to  be  s 
sort  of  approach  to  a  favourable  decision  on  the  part  of  this  House."  Lord 
AYhamclifiTe  and  lord  Harrowby  had  announced  to  him  that  they  intended  to 
vote  for  the  second  reading,  but  with  a  full  intention  of  striking  from  the  Bill 

♦  "  Memoir,"  toI.  ii.  p.  334. 
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those  parts  which  thej  deemed  the  most  obnoxious.*  The  debate  was  carried 
on  for  four  nights,  lord  Ellenborough  haying  moved  as  an  amendment  that 
the  Bill  be  read  that  day  six  months.  At  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  14th  of  April,  the  Bill  was  read  a  second  time  by  a  majority  of  nine — ^a 
hundred  and  eighty-four  contents ;  a  hundred  and  seventy-five  non-contents. 
There  were  votes  for  the  Bill  from  some  who  had  been  absent  from  tho 
division  in  1881 ;  some  who  had  voted  against  it  now  abstained  from  voting  ; 
seventeen  who  had  voted  against  the  previous  Bill  now  voted  for  this  Bill. 
Jeffrey,  who  was  present  through  the  debate,  described  it  as  not  very  bril- 
liant, but  in  its  latter  stage  excessively  interesting.  Lyndhurst's,  he  said, 
was  by  far  the  cleverest  and  most  dangerous  speech  against  the  government; 
lord  Grey's  reply,  considering  his  age  and  the  time,  really  astonishing, — he 
having  spoken  near  an  hour  and  a  half  after  five  o'clock,  irom  the  kindling 
dawn  into  full  sunlight.  Of  the  aspect  of  the  House  through  that  night  the 
Lord-Advocate  has  left  a  striking  picture.f  v  Tbe  benches  of  the  Peers  very 
full;  their  demeanour,  on  the  whole,  still  and  solemn;  nearly  three  hundred 
members  of  the  Commons  clustered  in  the  space  around  the  throne,  or 
standing  in  a  row  of  three  deep  below  the  bar ;  the  candles  renewed  before 
the  blue  beams  of  the  day  came  across  their  red  light,  and  blazing  on  after 
the  sun  came  in  at  the  high  windows,  producing^^a  strange  effect  on  the  red 
<lraperie8  and  dusky  tapestries  on  the  walls.-^  J) 

Parliament  was  adjourned  for  the  Easter  recess  till  the  7th  of  May. 
Although  there  might  be  some  rejoicing  at  the  majority  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  the  popular  conviction  was,  that  it  was  not  safe  from 
mutilations  which  would  have  materially  changed  its  character.  For  three 
weeks  there  was  incessant  agitation,  fur  more  formidable  than  riot  and 
window-breaking.  Petitions  from  almost  every  populous  place  exhorted 
^'  King  William,  the  fether  of  his  country,"  not  to  hesitate  if  a  necessity 
should  arise  for  creating  Peers.  The  petition  from  Birmingham  to  the  Lords 
implored  them  to  pass  the  Beform  Bill  into  a  law  unimpaired  in  any  of  its 
great  parts  and  provisions.  On  the  day  appointed  for  the  Parliament  to 
meet,  the  Political  Unions  of  Warwick,  Worcester,  and  Stafford  were 
assembled  in  Birmingham,  at  New  Hall  Hill.  It  was  considered  to  be  the 
liogest  meeting  ever  held  in  Great  Britain.  There  was  a  solemnity  in  the 
enthusiasm  of  this  vast  body  of  people  which  may  awake  the  memory  of  the 
fervid  zeal  of  the  old  Puritans.  One  of  the  speakers,  Mr.  Salt,  called  upon 
the  vast  multitude  to  repeat,  with  head  uncovered,  and  in  the  face  of 
Heaven,  the  words  which  he  should  repeat — and  every  man  bared  his  head, 
and  slowly  uttered  word  by  word  this  comprehensive  resolve — ^**With 
unbroken  faith  through  every  peril  and  privation  we  here  devote  ourselves 
and  our  children  to  our  country's  cause."  On  that  afternoon  the  House 
of  Lords  went  into  Committee  on  tlie  Beform  Bill.  The  first  great 
principle  of  the  measure  was  the  disfranchising  of  the  boroughs.  Lord 
Lyndhurst  moved,  that  the  first  and  second  clauses  of  the  Bill  be  postponed. 
These  were  the  disfranchising  clauses ;  and  the  motion  was  carried  against 
ministers  by  a  majority  of  thirty-five.  Lord  Grey,  on  that  Monday  night, 
moved  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  should  report  progress,  and  ask 

♦  Eoebuck*8  "  Whig  Ministry,"  vol.  ii.  p.  261. 
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leave  to  sit  again  on  Thurqdaj.  His  motion  was  carrfed.  That  interval  of 
two  days  preceded  a  week  of  intense  excitement,  such  as  the  country  had  not 
witnessed  in  any  previous  stages  of  this  contest, — such  as  had  certainly  not 
occurred  in  the  memory  of  man, — perhaps  had  not  occurred  since  the 
Bevolution  of  1688. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  May  the  Cabinet,  not  without  some  appre- 
hensions of  the  ultimate  consequences  of  such  a  proceeding,  resolved  upon 
asking  the  king  to  give  his  sanction  to  a  large  creation  of  Peers.  Lord 
Brougham  has  recorded  his  doubts  as  to  this  step  in  the  following  words : — 
"  I  had  a  strong  feeling  of  the  necessity  of  the  case,  in  the  very  peculiar 
circumstances  we  were  placed  in ;  but  such  was  my  deep  sense  of  the 
dreadful  consequences  of  the  act,  that  I  much  question  whether  I  should  not 
have  preferred  running  the  risk  of  confusion  that  attended  the  loss  of  the 
Bill  as  it  then  stood,  rather  than  expose  the  Constitution  to  so  imminent  a 
hazard  of  subversion."  *  The  king  without  any  hesitation  refased  his  assent 
to  the  proposition.  "  His  Majesty's  resolution  had  already  been  shaken  by 
the  threateniog  aspect  of  affairs,  and  by  the  apprehensions  of  his  family  and 
Court,  and  he  not  unnaturally  shrank  from  so  startling  an  exercise  of  his 
prerogative."  t  The  resignation  of  the  ministers  was  at  once  tendered  to  the 
sovereign,  and  the  next  day  was  formally  accepted  by  letter.  The  details  of 
this  audience  have  not  yet  escaped  into  the  materials  for  history  which  are 
found  in  private  memoirs.  Let  us  stray  a  moment  from  the  dull  highway 
of  politics  into  the  pleasanter  by-path  of  a  private  interview  between  lord 
Althorp  and  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland.  "  I  went,"  writes  Jeffrey  on 
the  9th,  "  to  Althorp  at  ten  o'clock,  and  had  a  characteristic  scene  with  that 
most  honest,  frank,  true,  and  stout-hearted  of  all  Ood's  creatures.  He  had 
not  come  down  stairs,  and  I  was  led  up  to  his  dressing-room,  where  I  found 
him  sitting  on  a  stool,  in  a  dark  duffle  dressing-gown,  with  his  arms  (very 
rough  and  hairy),  bare  above  the  elbows,  and  his  beard  half  shaved,  and  half 
staring  through  the  lather,  with  a  desperate  razor  in  one  baud  and  a  great 
soap-brush  in  the  other.  He  gave  me  the  loose  finger  of  the  brush  hand, 
and  with  the  usual  twinkle  of  his  bright  eye  and  radiant  smile,  he  said,  *  Tou 
need  not  be  anxious  about  your  Scotch  bill  for  to-night,  for  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  tell  you,  we  are  no  longer  his  Majesty's  ministers.'"  Lord 
Althorp's  parting  exhortation  to  the  Lord  Advocate  was,  ''Do  what  you  can 
to  keep  peace,  and  with  your  last  official  breath  exhort  and  conjure  lovers  of 
liberty  to  be  lovers  of  order  and  tolerance."  On  the  evening  of  the  9th,  lord 
Grey  announced  to  the  Lords,  and  lord  Althorp  to  the  Commons,  the  resigna- 
tion of  ministers.  On  the  10th  lordEbrington  moved,  that  the  House  shoiidd 
address  the  King,  expressing  their  deep  regret  at  the  change  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  Coun<dls  of  his  Majesty,  and  to  implore  him ''  to  call  to  his 
Councils  such  persons'  only  as  will  carry  into  effect,  unimpaired  in  all  its. 
essential  provisions,  that  Bill  for  reforming  the  representation  of  the  people 
which  has  recently  passed  this  House."  The  motion  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  eighty — ayes,  288 ;  noes,  208. 

For  one  week  the  nation  was  left  to  its  conjectures,  to  its  fears,  to  ita 
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anger^  at  the  position  of  tbe  government.  The  functions,  indeed,  of  a  govern- 
ment were  suspended.  The  Whig  Cabinet  had  gone  out  without  leaving  one 
holder  of  a  subordinate  office  who  would  consent  to  join  the  government 
which  the  duke  of  Wellington  had  received  authority  from  his  sovereign  to 
form.  But  though  the  nation  was  in  suspense,  that  week  was  not  a  time  of 
inactivity.  In  every  populous  place  there  were  public  meetings ;  and  there 
was  scarcely  a  town  or  city  where  resolutions  were  not  entered  into  that 
petitions  should  be  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons,  praying  that  no 
supplies  should  be  granted  till  the  Bill  was  passed  unimpaired.  Mr.  John 
Wood, — whose  political  character  was  distinguished  through  many  years  of 
public  service  for  his  temperate  support  of  liberal  principles, — on  presenting 
a  petition  from  Manchester,  signed  in  the  space  of  three  hours  by  twenty-five 
thousand  persons,  stated  that  the  whole  of  the  north  of  England,  as  a  depu- 
tation which  brought  the  petition  informed  him,  was  in  a  state  of  indignation 
which  it  was  impossible  to  describe.  It  was  his  firm  conviction  that  if  a 
boroughmongering  faction  should  prevail,  the  people  would  themselves  take 
the  most  effectual  mode  of  stopping  the  supplies,  by  telling  the  tax-gatherer 
to  call  again  when  the  Eeform  Bill  was  passed.  The  danger  seemed  coming 
on  which  Mr.  Macaulay  had  dreaded  when  the  first  Eeform  Bill  was  rejected 
by  the  House  of  Lords :  "  I  do  not  predict,  I  do  not  expect,  open  armed 
insurrection.  What  I  apprehend  is  this, — ^that  the  people  may  engage  in  a 
silent  but  extensive  and  persevering  war  against  the  law.  I  fear  that  we 
may,  before  long,  see  the  tribunals  defied,  the  tax-gatherer  resisted,  public 
credit  shaken,  property  insecure,  the  whole  frame  of  society  hastening  to 
dissolution."  *  All  these  possible  consequences  presented  a  greater  danger 
than  the  threats  of  some  Political  Unions  that  they  would  march  to  London 
and  bivonack  in  the  squares ;  more  fearful  than  the  protestations  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Union  that  two  hundred  thousand  men  should  go  forth  from  their 
shops  and  forges  to  encamp  on  Hampstead  Heath,  and  there  become  the 
arbiters  of  the  nation's  destiny.  Much  of  this  was  wild  talk,  and  equally 
wild  were  the  speculations  that  the  duke  of  Wellington  had  resolved  to  put 
an  end  to  such  popular  demonstrations  by  the  power  of  the  sword.  A  debate 
ensued  upon  the  presentation  of  the  Manchester  petition,  in  which  violent 
expressions  were  employed,  touching  "  a  fighting  duke  and  a  military  govern- 
ment,"— of  a  people  not  to  be  diverted  from  their  purpose  by  "  swords  and 
bayonets."  It  was  stated  that  the  duke  of  Wellington  had  stood  pledged 
since  tbe  9th  to  quiet  the  country  in  ten  days.  The  Scots  Greys,  quartered 
at  Birmingham,  had  been  employed  on  the  Sunday  in  grinding  their  swords, 
as  was  afterwards  told  the  world  in  the  Autobiography  of  a  trooper  who 
held  some  strong  political  opinions  in  common  with  other  members  of  his 
corps,  and  was  punished,  as  many  averred  with  some  appearance  of  truth,  for 
the  too  free  expression  of  those  opinions.f  The  duke  of  Wellington  had 
other  business  in  hand  far  more  pressing,  and  with  far  more  promise  of 
success,  than  an  attempt  to  govern  England  by  the  sword.  He  set  out  with 
confidence  upon  a  royal  commission  to  endeavour  to  give  the  necessary 
cohesion  to  the   variously  shaped    atoms  whose  parliamentary  union  had 
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thrown  out  the  Eeform  Bill.  Out  of  the  conglomeration  of  these,  a  road  was 
to  be  formed  over  which  the  state  carriage  might  travel  in  safety, — not  a 
macadamised  road,  but  one  constructed  of  round  and  square,  smooth  and 
rough  materials,  thrown  together  in  a  heap,  to  become  serviceable  when  the 
people  had  sustained  many  accidents  with  fortitude,  had  ceased  to  be 
impatient  of  unavoidable  obstruction,  and  were  reconciled  to  what  they 
deemed  tyrannous.  Of  the  failure  of  this  plan  the  duke  of  Wellington  gave 
a  narrative  to  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  17th  of  May.  His  majesty,  when 
he  was  left  entirely  alone  by  his  ministers,  had  sent  for  lord  Lyndhurst,  **  to 
inquire  if,  in  his  opinion,  there  were  any  means,  and  if  so,  what  means  of 
forming  a  government  for  his  majesty,  on  the  principle  of  carrying  an  exten- 
sive Eeform  in  the  representation  of  the  people."*  Lord  Lyndhurst  com- 
municated  with  the  duke  of  Wellington,  and  the  duke  found  that  a  large 
number  of  his  friends  were  not  unwilling  to  give  their  support  to  a  govern- 
ment formed  upon  such  a  principle,  and  especially  to  resist  the  advice  which 
had  been  given  to  the  king  by  his  retiring  ministers.  His  majesty  thought 
an  extensive  measure  of  Eeform  should  be  carried.  He,  the  duke,  was 
always  of  opinion  that  Eeform  was  unnecessary,  and  would  prove  most 
injurious.  Nevertheless,  he  went  about  his  task  without  any  object  of 
personal  ambition.  No  part  of  the  Bill  before  Parliament  was  safe,  but 
undoubtedly  a  part  of  the  Bill  would  be  less  injurious  than  the  whole  BilL 
The  duke  very  clearly  pointed  to  a  sufficient  cause  for  his  failure, — he 
had  differed  with  some  right  honourable  friends  with  whom  he  had 
been  for  many  years  in  habits  of  cordial  union.  Sir  Bobert  Feel,  the 
next  night  in  the  House  of  Commons  made  the  whole  course  of  the 
negotiation  perfectly  intelligible.  Lord  Lyndhurst  had  conferred  with 
him,  although  no  communication  was  then  made  by  the  express  com.- 
mand  of  his  majesty — and  had  asked  whether  he,  sir  Eobert  Feel,  would  enter 
into  the  king's  service  at  this  crisis — whether  he  would  accept  that  office 
which  in  political  life  is  supposed  to  be  the  highest  office  of  ambition,  on  the 
clear  understanding  that  his  majesty's  past  declarations  with  regard  to 
Eeform  should  be  fulfilled.  ''I  answered,"  said  sir  Eobert,  "under  the 
influence  of  feelings  which  no  reasoning  could  abate,  that  it  would  not  be  for 
my  honour,  or  the  advantage  of  the  country,  that  I  should  accept  office  on 
the  condition  of  introducing  an  extensive  measure  of  Eeform."t  The  differ- 
ent courses  taken  by  the  duke  of  Wellington  and  sir  Eobert  Feel  were  cha- 
racteristic of  the  two  men.  The  first  impulse  of  the  duke  was  to  obey  the 
wishes  of  his  sovereign,  not  caring  for  a  sacrifice  of  consistency.  Sir  Eobert 
Feel  took  a  broader  view  than  that  of  a  dutiful  obedience  to  the  wishes  of  his 
sovereign.  He  saw  very  clearly  that  no  compromise  of  the  principle  of 
Eeform  would  now  satisfy  the  expectations  of  the  people.  He  had  made  a 
sacrifice  of  his  consistency  on  a  previous  great  occasion.  He  would  now 
maintain  it,  and  let  others  carry  the  measure  which  he  held  to  be  dangerous. 
These  personal  questions  are,  to  a  certain  extent,  of  a  temporary  nature. 
More  important  and  permanent  are  the  Constitutional  questions  which  became 
prominent  in  this  ministerial  crisis.  Li  the  debate  of  the  I7th  the  duke  of 
Wellington  said,  with  reference  to  the  proposed  creation  of  peers : — "  I  ask, 


•  Hansard,  vol.  xii.  col.  993.  f  21nd.y  eoL  10Z4 

Digitized 


byGoogh 


1832.]        THE  KING'S  CONSENT  TO  CREATE  PEERS  NOT  EXERCISED.  299 

my  lords,  is  there  any  one  blind  enough  not  to  see  that  if  a  minister  can  with 
impunitj  advise  his  sovereign  to  such  an  unconstitutional  exercise  of  his 
prerogative,  as  to  thereby  decide  all  questions  in  this  House,  there  is  abso- 
lutely an  end  to  the  power  and  objects  of  deliberation  in  this  House,  and  an 
end  to  all  just  and  proper  means  of  decision  P  '*  In  answer  to  this  question 
lord  Grey  said :  "  And  I  ask,  what  would  be  the  consequences  if  we  were  to 
suppose  that  such  a  prerogative  did  not  exist,  or  could  not  be  constitutionally 
exercised  ?  The  Commons  have  a  control  over  the  power  of  the  Crown  by 
the  privilege,  in  extreme  cases,  of  refusing  the  supplies ;  and  the  Crown  has, 
by  means  of  its  power  to  dissolve  the  House  of  Commons,  a  control  upon  any 
violent  and  rash  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  Commons ;  but  if  a  majority 
of  this  House  is  to  have  the  power,  whenever  they  please,  of  opposing  the 
declared  and  decided  wishes  both  of  the  Crown  and  the  people,  without  any 
means  of  modifying  that  power,  then  this  country  is  placed  entirely  under 
the  influence  of  an  uncontrollable  oligarchy."* 

On  the  15  th  of  May  it  was  announced  in  both  Houses  that  ministers  had 
resumed  their  communication  with  his  majesty.  As  the  news  went  through 
the  land  the  people  everywhere  settled  down,  in  patience  to  abide  the  result. 
On  the  18th  lord  Grey  declared  in  the  House  of  Lords  that  he  now  enter- 
tained a  confident  expectation  of  being  able  to  carry  the  Eeform  Bill  unim- 
paired and  immediately.  Upon  what  grounds  did  this  confidence  restp 
Lord  Grey  and  lord  Brougham  bad  an  audience  of  the  King  at  Windsor,  on 
the  17th.  The  King,  it  is  stated,  was  alarmed,  and  manifested  not  only 
emotion,  but  displeasure.  He  kept  the  two  peers  standing,  contrary  to  usage, 
daring  their  audience.  He  retained  his  private  secretary,  sir  Herbert  Taylor, 
in  the  room,  during  the  whole  time.  Lord  Grey  and  lord  Brougham  declined 
to  return  to  office  unless  the  King  gave  a  promise  to  the  necessary  creation 
of  Peers.  The  promise  was  most  reluctantly  given.  Lord  Brougham 
requested  permission  to  have  it  in  writing.  The  words  of  this  document 
were  as  follows :  "  The  King  grants  permission  to  earl  Grey,  and  to  his  chan- 
cellor, lord  Brougham,  to  create  such  a  number  of  Peers  as  will  be  sufficient 
to  insure  the  passing  of  the  Eeform  Bill — first  calling  up  peers'  eldest  sons. 
(Signed)  William  E.,  Windsor,  May  17, 1832."t  The  power  of  creation 
was  never  called  into  exercise.  The  King,  through  sir  Herbert  Taylor,  em- 
ployed his  personal  influence  with  the  opposition  Peers  to  induce  them  to  desist 
from  further  attempts  to  arrest  the  course  of  the  Eeform  Bill.  It  has  been 
stated  that  his  private  secretary — a  man  of  remarkable  sagacity  and  discre- 
tion— ^had  communicated  to  some  of  the  more  vehement  of  the  Peers  a  narra- 
tive of  what  had  passed  at  the  interview  at  Windsor,  'and  had  thereby  in- 
curred a  tremendous  responsibility.  There  was  no  personal  danger  in  his 
writing  a  circular  letter  to  the  anti-Eeform  Peers  in  general,  stating  "  that  all 
difficulties  to  the  arrangements  in  progress  will  be  obviated  by  a  declaration 
in  the  House  to-night  from  a  sufficient  number  of  Peers,  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  present  state  of  affairs,  they  have  come  to  the  resolution  of  dropping 
their  further  opposition  to  the  Eeform  Bill,  so  that  it  may  pass  without  delay, 

*  HaiiBftrd,  vol.  xii.  col.  1006. 

t  Roebuck's  y  History  of  the  Whig  Ministry,"  toI.  ii.  p.  831.  Mr.  Boeback  states  that  the 
document  is  missing  from  the  papers  of  Lord  Brougham,  but  that  it  'was  seen  by  many  persons  at 
the  time.  ^  t 
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and  as  nearly  aa  possible  in  its  present  shape."  The  pressure  of  the  royal 
will  upon  the  Peers  was  unconstitutional.  '^  This  interference  of  the  King 
with  the  independent  deliberations  of  the  House  of  Lords  was  in  truth  a 
more  unconstitutional  act  than  a  creation  of  Peers."*  But  it  overcame  the 
difficulties  of  an  alarming  crisis.  It  saved  the  necessity  of  what  was  popu- 
larly called  *'  swamping  the  House  of  Lords ;"  it  averted  the  manifold 
dangers  of  a  continued  resistance  to  the  wishes  of  the  people ;  it  removed  a 
great  embarrassment  fr^m  the  Cabinet, — for  unquestionably  the  prime  minis- 
ter,  the  lord  chancellor,  and  others,  would  have  hesitated  to  use  at  all,  ceri^iinlj 
to  use  to  their  full  extent,  the  powers  which  were  granted  to  them.  The 
advice  tendered  by  sir  Herbert  Taylor  was  at  once  adopted.  The  duke  of 
Wellington  withdrew  afber  his  explanation  on  the  17th,  and  did  not  return  to 
the  House  of  Lords  till  the  night  after  the  passing  of  the  Seform  Bill.  His 
wise  and  patriotic  example  was  followed  by  a  sufficient  number  of  Peers  to 
afford  a  decided  majority  for  the  ministers.  On  the  2l8t  of  May  the  discus- 
sion of  the  Bill  was  resumed.  The  duke  of  Newcastle,  after  several  of  the 
clauses  had  been  passed,  said,  with  bitter  irony,  that  he  would  recommend  to 
the  Committee  to  vote  all  the  details  of  the  Bill  at  once,  and  send  it  up  to  a 
third  reading.  The  business  in  Committee  was  finished  on  the  last  day  of 
May.  On  the  4th  of  June  the  Bill  was  passed  by  a  majority  of  eigbty-four. 
The  Commons  next  day  agreed  to  the  unimportant  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Lords,  and  on  the  7th  of  June  the  English  Eeform  Bill  received  the  royal 
assent.  The  Beform  Act  for  Scotland  and  the  Beform  Act  for  Ireland  were 
also  quickly  passed — the  Scotch  Bill  on  the  13th  of  July ;  the  Irish  on  the 
18th.  After  the  experience  of  thirty  years  this  measure  has  been  described 
by  one  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  theory  and  practice  of  Parliament, 
as  '^ a  measure  at  once  bold,  comprehensive,  moderate  and  constitutional; 
popular  but  not  democratic,  it  extended  liberty  without  hazarding  revolution. 
.  .  That  it  was  theoretically  complete,  and  left  nothing  for  future 
statesmen  to  efiect,  its  authors  never  affirmed ;  but  it  was  a  masterly  settle- 
ment of  a  perilous  question."t 

♦  May,  vol.  i.  p.  120. 

t  May,  **  Constitutional  History,"  p.  357. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Brambcr  Ci^tlo. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 


Dissolution  of  Parliament — Proceedings  for  Elections  under  the  Beform  Act — Effect  of  Changes 
in  the  system  of  Representation— Condition  of  the  Nomination  Boroughs — Electoral 
changes  in  close  Corporations — The  new  Representation — Metropolitan  Boroughs — 
Manufacturing  Towns— Scotland — Ireland — Approaching  meeting  of  the  Reformed  Par-, 
liament — Fears  of  Anti-Reformers — Extension  of  Popular  Literature  during  the  Crisis. 

Parliament,  having  been  prorogued  on  the  16th  of  August,  was 
dissolved  bj  proclamation  on  the  3rd  of  December.  A  new  parliament  was 
then  summoned.  During  the  autumn  and  early  winter  the  entire  population 
had  been  engaged  in  preparing  for  that  reconstruction  of  the  entire  frame- 
work of  the  representative  system  with  which,  according  to  some,  a  new  and 
more  glorious  temple  of  liberty  should  be  built  up.  According  to  others, 
this  disjointed  and  dangerous  scaffolding  of  modem  experiment  would  perish 
in  that  whirlwind  of  anarchy  which  was  soon  to  sweep  over  the  land.  The 
preparations  for  a  general  election  were  altogether  so  new, — so  entirely 
different  from  the  rough  and  ready  license  long  associated  with  the  exercise 
of  the  suffrage — that  many  in  England  began  to  think  with  regre^  of  the 
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good  old  times  when  the  oath  at  the  election-booth,  amidst  the  bluster  of 
counsel  and  the  cheers  or  hissiBs  of  the  mob,  was  the  sole  test  of  the  free- 
holder's or  occupier's  right  to  vote.  What  formalities  were  now  to  be  gone 
through.  On  the  20th  of  June  there  was  affixed  on  the  door  of  every 
church  and  chapel  a  notice,  requiring  all  persons  who  might  be  entitled  to 
vote  for  Knights  of  the  Shire  in  respect  of  property  situate  in  that  parish  or 
township,  to  send  the  particulars  of  their  claims  to  the  overseers.  Of  the 
claims  thus  made  the  overseers  were  to  prepare  a  list,  and  publish  it  in  the 
same  manner  before  the  last  day  of  July.  A  similar  process,  with  some 
slight  variation,  was  to  be  pursued  in  boroughs.  The  overseers  were  to 
prepare  the  list,  and  parties  who  had  been  omitted  were  to  demand  the 
insertion  of  their  names.  But  now  arises  a  second  process  which,  whether 
in  village  or  in  town,  is  for  a  fortnight  to  be  a  perpetual  source  of  discussion 
and  dispute,  at  every  market  dinner-table  and  in  every  club-room.  Objectors 
to  the  names  in  the  lists  are  to  send  their  objections  to  certain  authorities. 
The  cavillings  are  hushed  for  awhile.  The  objections  are  made ;  but  these 
are  no  more  than  the  pleas  for  a  judicial  investigation.  A  new  and  strange 
machinery  is  to  come  into  operation  between  the  15th  of  September  and  the 
25th  of  October,  to  separate  the  wheat  from  the  chaff.  The  great  winnower 
is  the  revising-barrister.  A  day  or  two  of  dispute  in  every  county  town  and 
in  every  borough,  and  then  the  object  is  accomplished  which  is  set  forth  in 
the  Act — ^^  it  is  expedient  to  form  a  Begister."  The  lists  are  duly  attested 
and  copied  into  proper  books.  All  the  work  of  swearing,  and  cross-examina- 
tion, and  decision  of  the  retuming-officer, — who,  if  he  were  the  mayor  of  a 
borough,  had  as  little  legal  knowledge  as  mayors  commonly  possessed, — 
was  at  an  end.  The  marginal  note  to  the  statute  describes  in  a  few 
words  what  would  be  the  result  of  this  preliminary  investigation — "no 
inquiry  at  the  time  of  election,  except  as  to  the  identity  of  the  voter, 
the  continuance  of  his  qualification,  and  whether  he  has  voted  before  at  the 
same  election." 

The  proclamation  summoning  a  new  parliament  has  gone  forth.  But 
what  a  change  has  taken  place  in  the  arrangements  for  the  approaching  hour 
of  battle.  For  county  elections  the  polling  was  to  continue  for  two  days, 
and  to  last  during  seven  hours  of  the  first  day,  and  eight  hours  of  the  second. 
To  accomplish  this  the  counties  were  to  be  divided  into  convenient  districts 
for  polling.  In  the  same  way  the  elections  for  boroughs  were  to  occupy  only 
two  days,  and  if  necessary,  polling-booths  were  to  be  erected  at  separate 
places  of  the  same  borough.  Not  altogether  would  the  immemorial  election- 
row,  the  speeches,  the  fun  and  the  fight  below  the  hustings,  be  discon- 
tinued. There  would  be  a  nomination-day,  on  which  protestations  and 
pledges  might  be  duly  given,  and  the  troublesome  querist  bowed  off  or  hooted 
down.  After  the  nomination  the  humours  of  an  election  were  pretty  nearly 
over.  There  was  much  real  business  to  be  done  in  committee-rooms,  and 
zealous  partizans  hurried  to  and  fro,  and  whispered  magical  words  of 
encouragement  to  voters  whose  consciences  were  too  scrupulous  for  a  sudden 
resolve.  Eight-and-forty  hours  saw  the  end  of  all  this.  The  day  of  payment 
was  to  come  for  the  unhappy  candidate ;  probably  the  petition  to  the  House 
of  Commons  against  an  undue  return ;  the  determination  of  a  committee  to 
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put  down  bribery ;  the  ranker  growth  of  the  weed  after  the  scratching  over 
of  the  ground  on  which  it  flourished. 

If  the  modes  of  election  were  altered  in  this  most  revolutionary  fashion, 
in  places  which  had  retained  their  old,  or  acquired  their  new,  privilege  of 
sending  members  to  parliament,  how  much  more  revolutionary  was  the 
change  which  took  away  this  right  from  fifty-six  English  boroughs  returning 
collectively  a  hundred  and  eleven  members  :  and  which  reduced  the  number 
of  representatives  in  other  boroughs  so  as  to  take  a  hundred  and  forty-three 
members  out  of  the  old  scheme  of  representation. 

The  history  of  our  ancient  system  of  summoning  to  Parliament  for  cities 
and  boroughs  is  full  of  obscurity.  It  is  difficult  at  first  to  understand  how 
places  which  could  never  have  been  very  populous  or  wealthy  should  have 
been  selected,  in  common  with  towns  which  in  very  early  times  were  great 
marts  of  commerce,  possessing  as  they  did  all  the  orgai^ization  of  municipal 
government  which  was  so  '.marked  a  characteristic  of  the  life  of  England  in 
the  days  of  feudality.  These  seats  of  industry  were  fitted  for  electoral  rights. 
Ghndually  many  of  the  municipal  authorities  usurped  the  rights  of  the 
freemen,  and  became  themselves  the  sole  possessors  of  the  franchise. 
The  earliest  record  of  the  regular  existence  of  the  House  of  Commons  is 
from  the  reign  of  Edward  the  First.  The  list  up  to  the  time  of  Henry  the 
Eighth  of  cities  and  boroughs  sending  representatives  is  strikingly  illustrative 
of  the  stability  as  well  as  the  mutability  of  human  affairs.  Of  the  hundred 
and  sixty-three  places  of  this  early  period  which  had  not  intermitted  their  privi- 
lege at  the  time  of  the  Eeform  Bijl, — ^returning  collectively  three  hundred 
and  thirteen  members, — there  were  only  twenty-nine  wholly  disqualified,  and 
twenty-five  partially  disqualified,  for  want  of  a  sufficient  population  in  1832. 
Mr.  Hallam  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  name  any  town  of 
the  least  consideration  in  the  14th  or  15th  centuries  which  did  not  at  some 
time  or  other  return  members  to  parliament ;  and  he  concluded  that  if  we 
found  any  inland  town  or  seaport  which  had  never  enjoyed  the  elective 
franchise,  we  must  suppose  that  it  had  since  emerged  from  obscurity.  He 
subsequently  qualified  this  opinion,  although  true  in  the  main,  by  recollecting 
exceptions  in  the  northern  part  of  England,  such  as  Sheffield  and  Manchester.* 
Of  the  petty  boroughs  of  the  15th  and  16th  centuries  that  passed  into 
schedule  A,  we  can  scarcely  understand  why  the  number  should  have  been 
BO  few,  except  by  referring  to  the  undoubted  fact  that  representation  was 
often  regarded  by  the  burgesses  as  a  burden  rather  than  a  privilege.  Their 
old  custom  of  returning  members  to  parliament  often  dropped  into  disuse. 
John  Paston,  in  1472,  writes  to  his  brother  Sir  John,  "  If  ye  miss  to  be 
borgess  of  Maiden,  and  my  lord  Chamberlain  will,  ye  may  be  in  another 
place.  There  be  a  dozen  towns  in  England  that  choose  no  burgess  which 
ought  to  do  it.  Ye  may  be  set  in  for  one  of  those  towns,  if  ye  be  friended.''  f 
In  the  reigns  of  Edward  VI.,  Mary,  and  Elizabeth,  there  were  forty-six  new 
writs  addressed  to  comparatively  petty  places  with  the  exception  of  the  City 
of  Westminster.  Pew  of  these  were  derived  irom  a  popular  principle,  such 
as  had  influenced  the  early  constitution  of  the  House  of  Commons.    They 


*  '*  CoDstitntional  History,"  chap.  ziii. 

t  '*  Paston  Letters,''  Bamsay's  edition,  vol.  ii.  p.  71. 
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were  called  into  parliamentary  existence  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening 
the  goyemment,  whether  Protestant  or  Popish,  in  the  roTolutions  of  religion. 
Of  the  boroughs  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  seven  passed  into  Schedule  A ;  of 
those  of  Mary,  five  were  thus  disfranchised ;  and  of  those  of  Elizabeth 
sixteen.  Of  these  comparatiyely  modem  seats  of  venality  twelve  were  in 
Cornwall. 

Of  the  fifty-six  English  boroughs  which  had  been  scheduled  into  a  political 
death,  the  representative  history  would  be  exceedingly  curious  if  it  could  be 
traced  not  merely  from  the  dry  rolls  of  parliament,  but  from  the  secret 
records  of  great  peers,  who  held  not  only  these  very  obscure  places  to  do 
what  they  would  with  their  own,  but  dominated  over  others  which  had  their 
mark  upon  them  in  schedule  B,  and  even  over  others  which  had  no  mark  at 
all.  "  What  right,'*  exclaimed  Sydney  Smith,  during  the  discussions  on  the 
Eeform  Bill,  "  has  this  lord  or  that  marquis  to  buy  ten  seats  in  Parliament 
in  the  shape  of  boroughs,  and  then  to  make  laws  to  govern  me  ?*'  *  This  was 
not  a  rhetorical  flourish  ;  the  question  was  founded  upon  a  well-known  fact. 
"  The  duke  of  Norfolk  was  represented  by  eleven  members ;  lord  Lonsdale  by 
nine ;  lord  Darlington  by  seven ;  the  duke  of  Eutland,  the  marquis  of  Buck- 
ingham, and  lord  Carrington,  each  by  six.  Seats  were  held,  in  both  Houses 
alike,  by  hereditary  right.' *t  Marvellous  is  it  to  look  back  upon  the  condi- 
tion of  some  of  the  nomination  boroughs,  which  my  lord  handed  over  to  his  son 
just  come  from  Eton,  or  to  Vellum  the  Steward,  or  to  Mr.  Plumpkin,  a  neigh- 
bouring country  gentleman,  or  to  the  distant  relation  in  the  County  Militia  who 
calls  up  the  carriage  at  the  Opera,  or  to  the  barrister  who  has  written  an  article 
in  the  "  Quarterly," — as  these  nominees  are  described  by  the  reverend  humorist. 
Poremost  is  Old  Sarum,  which,  in  1831,  returned  two  members,  absolutely 

with  a  population  that  stands  in  the  census  thus, ,  as  too  small  to  be 

enumerated.  Nevertheless,  a  ceremony  of  choosing  two  burgesses  who  should 
interpret  his  patriotic  wishes  in  Parliament  was  gone  through  by  the  one 
elector  of  the  borough,  who  kept  the  ale-house  at  the  foot  of  the  venerable 
mound.  Bramber  borough,  also  returning  two  members,  was  in  schedule  A — 
borough  and  parish  having  twenty-one  inhabited  houses  and  six  uninhabited, 
with  a  male  population  of  fifty-six.  The  railway  traveller  approaching  the 
Bedhill  station  may  look  upon  the  picturesque  woods  and  beautiful  mansion 
of  Gatton.  Its  glory  is  departed,  for  no  longer  come  out  upon  the  lawn  the 
seven  electors  enjoying  household  suffrage  to  return  the  two  right  honourables 
who  were  nominated  by  the  owner  of  that  great  house.  Dunwich,  once  the 
seat  of  the  first  East- Anglian  bishop,  was  washed  away  by  the  sea;  but  it 
had  not  lost  all  its  splendour,  for,  out  of  its  forty-four  hovels  came  the  half- 
dozen  voters  who  returned  the  earl  of  Brecknock  and  a  Commoner  to  repre- 
sent them  in  Parliament.  The  changes  in  the  coast  line  had  made  Win- 
chelsea  desolate,  but  no  changes  of  society  could  deprive  Winchelsea  of  its 
glorious  privilege  of  having  as  potent  a  voice  in  the  legislature  as  Liverpool. 
Most  valuable  were  such  places  as  property,  for  the  nomination  to  them  was 
notoriously  sold.  The  nomination  for  Gatton,  without  the  estate,  was  held  to 
be  worth  a  hundred  thousand  pounds  as  an  investment.     There  is  a  passage 

*  Speech  at  Taunton. 

t  May,  *'  Constitutional  History,"  p.  277. 
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in  Locke's  famous  ''  Treatise  on  Civil  Government"  vhicli  sufElcientlj  shows 
that  such  anomalies  of  English  representation  existed  at  the  time  of  the 
Seyolation,  as  they  wonld  continue  to  exist  for  nearly  a  century  and  a  half 
later.  "  Things  not  always  changing  equally,  and  private  interest  often  keep- 
ing up  customs  and  privileges  when  the  reasons  of  them  are  ceased,  it  often 
comes  to  pass,  that  in  governments,  where  part  of  the  legislative  consists  of 
representatives  chosen  by  the  people,  in  tract  -of  time  this  representation 
becomes  very  unequal  and  disproportionate  to  the  reasons  it  was  at  first 
established  upon.  To  what  gross  absurdities  the  following  of  a  custom,  when 
reason  has  left  it,  may  lead,  we  may  be  satisfied  when  we  see  the  bare  name 
of  a  town,  of  which  there  remains  not  so  much  as  the  ruins,  where  scarce  so 
much  housing  as  a  sheep-cote,  or  more  inhabitants  than  a  shepherd  is  to  be 
found,  sends  as  many  representatives  to  the  grand  assembly  of  law-makers 
as  a  whole  county,  numerous  in  people  and  powerful  in  riches.  This  strangers 
stand  amazed  at,  and  every  one  must  confess  needs  a  remedy." 

The  electors  of  the  favoured  Nomination  Boroughs,  whether  voters  by 
scot'and  lot,  or  potwallopers,  or  holding  by  burgage  tenure,  had  little  cause 
to  weep  over  what  some  parliamentary  orators  called  the  extinction  of  ancient 
rights.  They  had  a  very  small  share  in  the  division  of  the  spoil.  A  leg  of 
mutton  and  trimmings  at  the  Chequers  was  their  general  reward  for  the 
discreet  exercise  of  their  noble  privileges.  The  borough  patrons,  Whigs  or 
Tories, — ^for  each  party  had  a  tolerably  equal  share  in  this  species  of  property, — 
put  the  purchase-money  into  their  pockets  at  every  election,  without  caring 
to  oil  the  machinery  which  worked  the  mine.  When  Somilly  bought  his  seat 
for  Horsham  of  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  the  "  free  and  independent  electors" 
had  little  advantage  of  the  cash.  When  George  the  Third,  in  1779,  wrote  to 
lord  North,  "  If  the  duke  of  Northumberland  requires  some  gold  pills  for  the 
election,  it  would  be  wrong  not  to  satisfy  him,"*  his  grace  of  Northumber* 
land's  electors  were  necessarily  content  with  a  bread  pill  or  two  without  the 
gilding.  There  was  no  insurrection  in  the  decayed  boroughs  ;  no  threatened 
march  to  London,  when  their  electoral  privileges  were  quietly  buried,  never 
again  to  be  exhumed.  Not  so  noiseless  was  the  grief  of  the  close  corpora- 
tions, who,  in  some  ancient  cities  and  manufacturing  towns,  returned  the 
representatives  of  populous  communities.  Sad  was  the  day  of  December 
when  the  mayor,  ten  aldermen,  and  twenty-four  common-councilmen  of  the 
city  of  Bath  found  that  their  power  of  choosing  the  representatives  of  fifty 
thousand  persons  was  come  to  an  end.  Dire  was  the  grief  when  the  bailiff 
and  twelve  burgessep  of  Buckingham  could  no  longer  do  the  bidding  of  the 
lord  of  Stowe.  *  With  dejected  looks  the  corporators  of  no  very  small  number 
of  boroughs  had  to  go  forth  into  the  market-place  to  proclaim  the  writ  that 
would  cease  to  be  a  symbol  of  their  exclusive  power.  And  yet,  in  such  case^ 
what  was  called  the  respectability  of  a  town  was  not  wholly  swamped  in  the  flood 
of  democracy.  With  singular  inconsistency  it  was  maintained,  in  the  case 
of  Bath,  that  '*  the  first  member  elected  by  the  new  constituency  was  the  very 
same  gentleman  whom  the  corrupt  andjobbingcorporatorshad  returned  for  six 
or  seven  parliaments,  as  they  had  done  his  father  for  three  parliaments, before."t 

*  Letters  of  Lord  North,  appended  to  Lord  Brougham's  <<  Sketches  of  Statesmen,"  vol.  i.  p. 
137,  edition  1855. 

t  **  Qoarterly  Review,"  toL  xlix.  p.  267.  ^  j 
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The  grief  was,  that  the  second  member,  whom  the  corporation  generallj  chose 
from  the  families  of  the  marquis  of  Bath  or  the  marquis  Camden,  was  one  of 
those  "extraordinary  missionaries  whom  Mr.  Hume  despatched  by  the  several 
stage-coaches,  labelled  and  ticketed,  and,  for  aught  we  know,  specified  in  the 
way-bill,  as  members  to  be  chosen  for  such  and  such  a  place."  What  has 
Bath  gained  by  the  change  P  asks  the  reviewer.  It  gained  John  Arthur 
Boebuck  instead  of  the  nominee  of  lord  Bath  or  lord  Camden. 

Let  us  turn  from  what  the  Seform  Bill  destroyed  in  England  to  what  it 
created  or  restored.    Mr.  May  has  pointed  out  that  in  1776  John  Wilkes 
proposed  a  scheme  comprising  "  all  the  leading  principles  of  Parliamentary 
Beform  which  were  advocated  for  the  next  fifty  years  without  success,  and 
have  been  sanctioned  within  our  own  time."    We  refiar  to  the  *^  Parliamentary 
History,"  and  find  that  the  proposition  of  the  famous  demagogue,  who  then 
triumphantly  sat  in  Parliament  for  Middlesex,  was  to  give  an  increased 
representation  to  the  metropolis ;  to  lop  off  the  mean,  venal,  and  dependent 
boroughs ;  and  to  permit  "  the  rich,  populous,  trading  towns  Birmingham, 
Manchester,  Sheffield,  Leeds,  and  others,  to  send  deputies  to  the  great 
council  of  the  nation."     The  motion  of  Wilkes  was  of  course  negatived  with- 
out a  division.     The  terms  in  which  lord  North  told  him  this  would  happen 
supply  an  amusing  contrast  to  the  political  hypocrisy  of  half  a  century  later, 
which  maintained  that  "  the  rotten  part  of  our  constitution  "  was  "  a  thing 
of  beauty  " — the  ornament  and  safety  of  the  State.    The  member  for  Mid- 
dlesex, said  the  frank  and  good-humoured  minister,  "  would  find  it  no  easy 
task  to  prevail  on  those  who  had  an  interest  in  the  boroughs,  on  which  he 
bestowed  so  many  hard  names,  to  sacrifice  to  ideal  schemes  of  reformation 
so  beneficial  a  species  of  property."*    The  increased  representation  of  the 
metropolis  was  effected  by  the  Beform  Bill  in  the  creation  of  four  new 
boroughs — Marylebone,  Finsbury,  the  Tower  Hamlets,  and  Lambeth.    The 
increase  of  Marylebone  had  been  going  on  for  more  than  a  century.    After 
the  building  of  Cavendish  Square  in  the  reign  of  George  the  First,  Maryle- 
bone became  the  most  aristocratic  district  of  London.    There  were  five  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven  houses  in  the  parish  in  1739,  and  the  number  of 
persons  who  kept  coaches  was  thirty-five.    In  1831  the  number  of  houses 
was  eleven  thousand  six  hundred  and  eight.    The  statistics  of  the  nineteenth 
century  would  have  little  regard  to  the  number  of  coaches  as  an  index  of  the 
wealth  of  the  people.    The  returns  of  assessed  taxes  afford  a  surer  criterion. 
In  1831  the  aggregate  amount  so  paid  for  each  one  hundred  persons  was 
168^.  in  the  City,  160/.  in  Westminster,  120Z.  in  Marylebone.    Pinsbury  ex- 
hibited only  three-fourths  of  the  wealth  thus  indicated  by  direct  taxation, 
though  its  population  was  greater  than  that  of  Marylebone.    The  Tower 
Hamlets  contained  the  poorest  population,  with  the  greatest  commercial 
wealth.    It  was  the  seat  of  the  docks  and  of  ship-building  yards.    It  was*a 
vast  maritime  city,  with  all  the  inequalities  of  condition  that  belong  to  such 
a  popxdation.    The  Tower  Hamlets  paid  only  a  fourth  of  the  amount  of 
assessed  taxes  collected  in  Marylebone.     Lambeth  was  the  seat  of  the 
principal  manufacturing  industries  of  London.     Its  population  was  con« 
siderably  less  than  that  of  the  other  new  metropolitan  boroughs.    Its  large 

♦  "  Parliamentary  Hi«tory,"  vol.  xriii.  col*.  1295—1297. 
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number  of  the  smalleflt  houses  was  balanced  by  its  larger  number  of 
moderate-sized  private  houses,  especiallj  in  its  pleasant  southern  districts, 
which  might  then  be  called  ruraL  Such  were  the  populations  of  the 
metropolitan  north  that  had  succeeded  '*  the  archers  of  Finsburj  and  the 
citizens  that  come  a-ducking  to  Islington  ponds."  *  Such  were  the  popula- 
tions of  the  metropolitan  south  that  had  trodden  out  the  memories  of  the 
bishop  of  WinchesterVTpalace,  of  the  Libertj  of  the  Clink,  of  the  Bear* 
garden,  and  of  the  Globe. 


Finsbuiy  Fields  in  tho  "nmo  of  Elimbeth. 

The  most  important  of  the  manufacturing  towns  which  attained  to  the 
dignity  of  sending  two  members  to  Parliament  under  the  Beform  Act  were 
Manchester,  Birmingham,  Leeds,  Sheffield,  Sunderland,  Wolverhampton, 
Bolton,  Bradford,  Blackburn,  Halifax,  Macclesfield,  Oldham,  Stockport, 
Stoke-upon-Trent,  and  Stroud.  Brighton,  a  wealthy  and  fashionable  water- 
ing-place, was  included  in  this  catalogue.  Of  the  twenty-one  less  important 
new  boroughs  which  were  to  return  one  member,  the  chief  commercial  towns 


*  Ben  Jonson — *'  Every  Man  in  his  Hnmour.'* 
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were  Ashton-imder-LTiie,  Bary,  Dudley,  Frome,  Ghateshead,  Huddersfield, 
Kidderminster,  Kendal,  Bochdale,  Salford,  South  Shields,  Tjnemouth, 
Wakefield,  Warrington,  Whitby,  Whitehaven,  and  Merthyr-Tydvil.  To  this 
catalogue  were  added  Chatham  and  Cheltenham.  What  vast  changes  in  the 
whole  structure  of  society  are  indicated  by  this  bare  enumeration!  With 
this  list  is  associated  all  the  history  of  the  wondrous  rise  of  the  textile 
manufactures,  dating  from  the  times  of  Arkwright  and  Crompton ;  of  the 
first  rotatory  steam-engine  of  Watt,  erected  at  Warrington  in  1787  ;  of  the 
power-loom  of  Cartwright.  How  suggestiye  it  is  of  the  vast  changes  in  the 
smelting  of  iron  from  the  time  of  the  improved  processes  of  Roebuck ;  of  the 
opening  of  vast  beds  of  coal  that  lay  useless  beneath  the  surface,  and  of  the 
workings  of  copper  and  tin  mines,  whose  treasures  were  drowned  till  the 
new  power  of  mechanics  had  made  them  diy ;  of  the  numberless  beautiful 
arts  that  had  been  called  into  life  in  the  working  of  metals ;  of  the  discoveries 
of  chemistry,  which  had  done  as  much  for  the  triumphs  of  industry  as  the 
inventions  of  machinery.  If  the  opposers  of  the  Eeform  of  1832  could  have 
put  back  the  dial  of  a  nation's  progress  for  three  more  decades,  we  may  ask 
how  the  population  of  Manchester  and  Salford,  which  in  1831  was  two 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  thousand,  would  haye  endured  their  position  in 
1861,  when  their  population  was  four  hundred  and  sixty  thousand;  how 
Birmingham,  which  in  1881  was  a  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand,  would 
have  felt  in  1861  with  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand;  how  Leeds, 
with  its  hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand  would  have  been  content  when 
it  had  reached  two  hundred  and  seven  thousand ;  how  Sheffield,  with  its 
hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand  woidd  have .  remained  quiet  when  it  had 
reached  a  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand;  how  Hull,  with  forty-nine 
thousand,  would  have  rested  without  representation  with  ninety-nine 
thousand.  Since>the  era  of  the  Beform  Bill  there  have  been  other  changes  in 
the  relative  importance  of  industrial  communities,  but  not  so  great  as  those 
we  have  glanced  at.  Macatday,  in  his  speech  on  the  second  reading  of  the  first 
Beform  Bill,  exclaimed  against  the  doctrine  of  finality — "  Who  can  say  that 
a  hundred  years  hence  there  may  not  be,  on  the  shore  of  some  desolate  and 
silent  bay  in  the  Hebrides,  another  Liverpool,  with  its  docks  and  warehouses  and 
endless  forests  of  masts  ?  Who  can  say  that  the  huge  chimneys  of  another 
Manchester  may  not  rise  in  the  wilds  of  Connemara  ?  "  *  This  is  the  poetry 
of  eloquence.  But  it  is  a  significant  fact,  illustrative  of  the  same  principle, 
that  "another  Liverpool"  should  have  arisen  on  the  sparsely  populated 
south-western  shore  of  the  Mersey  since  Macaulay  talked  of  indushy  and 
trade  finding  out  new  seats;  that  Birkenhead  should  have  been  by  the 
statute  of  the  25th  of  Victoria  constituted  a  parliamentary  borough, — ^the 
first  borough  obtaining  the  right  of  representation  by  the  energy  that  in 
twenty  years  produced  a  port  that  mi^ht  rival  those  of  famous  cities  that  had 
been  growing  for  centuries. 

We  may  add  to  this  imperfect  notice  a  few  words  about  the  Beform  Act 
for  Scotland.  The  number  of  its  representatives  had  been  determined  by  the 
Act  of  Union.  Wilkes  shrewdly  said,  in  1776,  "  I  am  almost  afraid  the 
forty-five  Scottish  gentlemen  among  us  represent  themselves."    In  1831  the 

•  "  Speeches/'  p.  32. 
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total  number  of  county  voters  was  about  two  thousand  five  hundred :  the 
sixty-six  burghs  had  an  aggregate  constituency  of  one  thousand  four  hundred 
and  forty.  Edinburgh,  with  its  population  of  a  hundred  and  sixty-two 
thousand,  had  a  constituency  of  thirty-three  persons ;  Glasgow,  with  its  two 
hundred  and  two  thousand,  rejoiced  in  the  same  number  of  capable  men  to 
save  its  inhabitants  from  the  troublesome  choice  of  a  fit  and  proper  person  to 
represent  them  in  Parliament.  The  great  authorities  who  domineered  over 
the  total  Scotch  electoral  body  of  four  thousand  were  under  the  dominion 
of  the  minister  of  the  day  who  distributed  patronage  for  the  government, 
and  of  the  succession  of  such  ministers  none  was  more  active  and  adroit  than 
the  second  lord  Melville.  Those  who  went  to  Parliament  acted  upon  the 
sound  principle  of  the  Scotch  county  member,  who  said, "  that  his  invariable 
rule  was  never  to  be  present  at  a  debate  or  absent  at  a  division,  and  that 
he  had  only  once  in  his  long  political  life  ventured  to  vote  according  to  his 
conscience,  and  that  he  found  that  on  that  occasion  he  had  voted  wrong."  * 
Without  entering  minutely  into  a  description  of  the  wonderful  local  {ma- 
chinery by  which  this  extraordinary  system  of  representation  was  managed, 
and  of  which  system  Jefirey,  as  Lord  Advocate,  justly  boasted  that  he  had 
'^left  not  a  shred  or  patch,"  it  may  be  sufficient  to  say  that  the  elective 
franchise  in  counties  being  enveloped  in  feudal  and  technical  absurdities, 
and  thus  costing  a  heavy  price  to  attain,  it  was  beyond  the  reach,  not  only  of 
the  lower  class,  but  even  of  the  majority  of  the  middle  and  many  of  the 
lygher  classes.  Of  the  town  members  Edinburgh  returned  only  one ;  four- 
teen were  returned  by  groups  of  burghs,  each  electing  a  delegate,  and  the 
four  or  five  delegates  so  associated  electing  the  representative.  ^'  Whatever 
this  system  may  have  been  originally,  it  had  grown,  in  reference  to  the 
people,  into  as  complete  a  mockery  as  if  it  had  been  invented  for  their  degra- 
dation. The  people  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  It  was  all  managed  by  town 
councils,  of  never  more  than  thirty-three  members,  and  every  town  council 
was  self-elected,  and  consequently  perpetuated  its  own  interests.  The  elec- 
tion of  either  the  town  or  the  county  member  was  a  matter  of  such  utter 
indifference  to  the  people,  that  they  often  only  knew  of  it  by  the  ringing  of 
a  bell,  or  by  seeing  it  mentioned  next  day  in  a  newspaper ;  for  the  farce  was 
generally  performed  in  an  apartment  from  which,  if  convenient,  the  public 
could  be  excluded,  and  never  in  the  open  air."  f 

The  Beform  Bill  for  Ireland,  although  contributing  to  the  general 
improvement  of  the  representation  of  the  United  Kingdom,  was  a  much 
milder  change  of  system  than  either  the  English  or  the  Scotch  bills.  There 
waa  the  same  influence  of  great  patrons  in  counties  and  boroughs ;  but  the 
mode  in  which  that  influence  was  principally  exercised,  through  the  right  of 
election  in  many  places  being  vested  in  the  corporations,  was  taken  away  by 
the  Beform  Act  and  vested  in  ten  pound  householders.  There  were  no  dis- 
franchising clauses  in  the  Act.  The  number  of  members  was  increased  from 
one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  five.  The  franchise,  however,  was  com- 
paratively very  restricted.  It  was  somewhat  extended  by  a  statute  of  the 
13  &  14  Yictoria^  1850. 

*  Hanaard,  Thiid  Series,  toL  tu.  coL  543,  from  &  speech  of  Mr.  Gillon,  member  for 
Sdkirk. 

t  Cockbum,  **  life  of  Lord  Jefeey,**  vol.  L  p.  75.  ^-^  ^ 
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The  Elections  were  over  bef<»re  the  close  of  the  year.  According  to  the 
estimate  of  a  joumaliBt  of  that  time,  who  was  long  famous  for  his  scrupulous 
attention  to  the  accuracy  of  minute  details,  there  were  two  hundred  and 
fifteen  gentlemen  who  occupied  seats  for  England  in  the  last  Parliament  who 
were  not  returned  to  the  new  one.  Of  these,  one  hundred  and  forty-eight 
were  anti-reformers.  In  Scotland,  eighteen  who  were  formerly  in  Parliament 
were  also  not  returned.  In  Ireland,  forty-two  of  the  old  members  ceased  to 
sit.  Thirty  of  those  who  had  thus  lost  their  seats  were  Eeformers ;  but  they 
were  principally  driven  out  by  Eepealers.  Altogether  it  was  estimated  that 
five  hundred  and  eleven  ministerialists  and  reformers  were  returned ;  and  a 
hundred  and  forty-seven  who,  now  designated  as  Conservatives,  were  anti-' 
ministerialists.* 

And  now  the  dreaded  Beform  Parliament  was  to  assemble  at  the  end  of 
January,  1883.  In  1835  a  sensible  traveller  in  England  wrote  to  his  firiend 
in  Germany,  ''  Those  who  compared  the  Beform  Parliament  to  the  French 
National  Assemblies  have  happily  been  greatly  mistaken  in  their  calculations; 
/  otherwise,  instead  of  the  tranquillity  and  satis&ction  in  which  England  lives, 
"^  the  guillotine  would  be  already  at  work."  f  The  crisis  of  terror  through 
which  many  of  the  rich  and  fashionable  classes  had  passed,  and  from  which 
they  had  not  yet  emerged  after  six  months'  experience  had  shown  them  that 
chaos  was  not  come  again,  is  described  by  one  who  lived  in  the  exclusive 
circles.  Five  days  after  the  passing  of  the  Eeform  Bill,  Mr.  Baikes  thus 
writes  in  his  Diary : — ^*  I  do  not  think  that  in  all  my  experience  I  evor 
remember  such  a  season  in  London  as  this  has  been ;  so  little  gaiety,  so  few 
dinners,  balls,  and  f^tes.  The  political  dissensions  have  undermined  society, 
and  produced  coolnesses  between  so  many  of  the  highest  fEuniliee,  and 
between  even  near  relations,  who  have  taken  opposite  views  of  the  question. 
I  Independent  of  this  feeling,  the  Tory  party, — ^whose  apprehensions  for  the 
I  future  are  most  desponding,  who  think  that  a  complete  revolution  is  near  at 
'  hand,  and  that  property  must  every  day  become  less  secure, — are  glad  to 
retrench  their  usual  expenses,  and  are  beginning  by  economy  to  lay  by  a 
poire  pour  la  soif.X  Those  who  have  money  at  command  are  buying  funds  in 
America,  or  in  Denmark,  which  they  think  least  exposed  to  political  changes.'* 
One  of  the  chief  terrors  of  the  landed  aristocracy,  whether  Whig  or  Tory, 
was  that  the  Corn-laws  would  perish  under  the  Beform  Parliament.  ^  The 
Unionists,"  writes  lord  Eldon  affcer  the  pasbing  of  the  Bill,  <^are,  it  seems, 
unanimous  for  a  repeal  of  the  Corn-laws.  The  abused  and  misled  lower 
orders  are  all  for  this.  It  will  ruin  them.*'  §  The  ex-Chancellor,— who  held 
pretty  much  the  same  opinions  about  commercial  freedom  as  the  traders  of 
Worcester,  who  denounced  in  a  petition  to  parliament,  ''the  Free-trade 
system  "  as  ''  a  reliance  on  the  doctrines  of  certain  speculative  persona  called 
political  economists,"  || — the  great  lawyer,  who  was  the  smallest  of  states- 
men,  believed  that  the  entire  prosperity  of  the  country  depended  upon  the 

•  "Spectator,"  January  12,  1833. 
t  Von  Raumei^"  England  in  1836,'*  vol.  iii.  p.  809. 

X  <*  Qarder  um  poire  pour  la  toif"-^**  to  keep  a  pear  in  caae  of  thirst"— is  eqninJeut  to 
laying  up  something  in  case  of  want.  • 

§  TwiBS,  vol.  iii.  p.  181. 
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exp«iiditiire  of  "the  landed  gentlemen"  with  '^tradesmen  and  manufac- 
turen,"  and  that  the  ruin  of  the  lower  claBses  would  neoessarilj  follow  if  the 
repeal  of  the  Corn-laws  were  to  produce  the  lowering  of  rents.  Many  years 
were  to  pass  before  the  industry  of  England  should  be  &eed,  even  in  a  Eeformed 
Parliament,  from  the  crushing  weight  of  Corn-laws.  The  great  minister  who 
effected  their  repeal  was  a  most  strenuous  opponent  of  the  Beform  Bill 
during  its  troublesome  and  dangerous  birth.  Other  reforms  which  were 
loudly  called  for,  or  faintly  suggested,  and  which  were  then  denounced  as 
"  infiunoHs  projects,"  have,  to  a  considerable  extent,  been  realized  during  the 
course  of  thirty  years.  It  was  asked  if  lord  Teynham,  the  author  of  a 
pamphlet  entitled  "How  it  must  work,"  was  of  "sane  mind,"  when  he 
suggested  the  reduction  of  the  National  Debt;  the  abolition  of  Excise 
taxation ;  an  ascending  property  tax ;  abolition  of  slavery ;  freedom  to  our 
colonies  under  a  domestic  form  of  goyemment  of  their  own ;  abolition  of 
bounties  and  monopolies  of  every  description ;  a  general  plan  of  education 
for  the  people;  a  revision  of  the  Eree-trade  system,  including  the  Navigation- 
laws  and  the  Corn-laws ;  a  new  legal  code  of  cheap  justice ;  a  new  municipal 
system.  Accept  the  plan  of  Henry  Erancis,  lord  Teynham,  said  the  leader  of 
the  alarmists,  "and  then  England  will  be  brought  back  to  a  far  more 
enviable  state  of  civilization  than  that  which  she  enjoyed  in  the  days  of  the 
Heptarchy.  We  shall  have  neither  agriculture  nor  commerce,  neither  manu- 
factures nor  trade ;  we  shall  none  of  us  be  embarrassed  with  superfluous 
luxuries ;  there  will  be  no  property  worth  preserving  or  contending  about."  • 
Marvellous  are  the  changes  of  opinion  when  freedom  of  speech  and  freedom  of 
writing  are  established.  What  was  denounced  as  individual  madness  thirty 
years  ago  has  become  the  established  belief  of  the  sanest  nation  on  earth. 
The  terrors  of  the  alarmists  at  the  "  infamous  projects  "  of  lord  Teynham, 
seem  as  obsolete  as  the  belief  of  king  James,  that  witches  can  raise  storms  and 
tempests  in  the  air,  either  by  sea  or  land,    v 

There  was  a  remarkable  circumstance  in  the  temper  and  habits  of  those 
called  the  working  classes,  during  the  political  hurricanes  of  1832,  which  we 
ought  not  wholly  to  pass  over,  although  there  may  be  a  slight  approach  to 
egotism  in  the  mention  of  it.  Whilst  Jeflrey  was  exhorting  Hs  official 
friends  in  Scotland  to  "  keep  peace,"  there  had  been  at  work  for  two  or  three 
months  a  little  instrument  for  calming  political  agitation,  at  no  expense  to  the 
government,  called  "  Chambers*s  Edinburgh  Journal."  There  was  a  similar 
instrument  in  England,  which  was  commenced  to  be  published  during  the 
very  heat  of  the  Eeform  Bill,  called  the  "Penny  Magazine."  In  the  first 
number  of  that  weekly  sheet,  which  was  issued  on  the  Slst  of  March,  1832,  it 
was  proposed  to  lead  the  popular  mind  to  "  calmer  and,  it  may  be,  purer 
subjects  of  thought  than  the  violence  of  party  discussion,  or  the  stimulating 
details  of  crime  and  suffering."  "We have,  however,"  said  the  editor,  "no 
expectation  of  superseding  the  newspaper,  and  no  desire  to  supersede  it.  We 
hope  only  to  share  some  portion  of  the  attention  which  is  now  almost  exclu- 
sively bestowed  upon  the  folio  of  four  pages,  by  those  who  read  little  and 
seldom."  In  looking  back  upon  his  work  of  that  period — ^work  which  he 
regards  as  the  best  labour  of  his  life — the  author  of  this  History  is  almost 


) 


'  Quarterly  Beviow,"  vol.  xlviii.  pp.  553 — 554. 
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surprised  at  the  boldness  of  the  undertaking,  when  the  whole  country,  in  the 
opinion  of  many  unprejudiced  persons,  was  fast  verging  towards  anarchy. 
The  fact  that,  before  the  year  was  out,  he  had  to  record  the  regular  sale  of  two 
hundred  thousand  copies,  warranted  the  calculation  that  there  were  about 
a  million  of  readers  for  that  miscellany  alone.  Forty  years  before,  Burke  had 
•estimated  that  there  were  eighty  thousand  readers  in  this  country.  The  sale 
of  the  two  unexciting  miscellanies  of  the  Beform  period  not  only  offered  a 
proof  of  the  vast  increase  of  the  desire  for  knowledge,  but  afforded  a  hope  that 
the  old  system  of  governing  by  the  ignorance  of  the  masses  was  rapidly  / 
coming  to  an  end. 
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PAKLUMENTARY  REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM  BEFORE 
THE  REFORM  ACTS  OF  1882. 
[The  letter  F  indicates  those  Counties  which,  by  Schedule  F  of  the  Reform  Act,  are  divided 
into  two  electoral  districts  ;  F  2  is  prefixed  to  undivided  Counties,  to  which  an  additional 
member  was  given.] 

COUNTIES. 
Ekgland  and  Wales.— [Continuous  from  the  reign  of  Edward  I.] 


Counties.  Members. 

Bedfordidure 2 

F  2  Berkshire 2 

F  2  Buckinghamshire  .     .  2 

F  2  Cambriageshirc  .2 

F  Cornwall 2 

F  Cumberland 2 

F  Derbyshire 2 

F  Deronshire 2 

F  2  Dorsetshire 2 

F  Essex       .  .  *      .        .2 

F  Gloucestershire 2 

F  Hampshire 2 

F  2  Herefordshire 2 

F  2  Hertfordshire    .  ...        .2 

Huntingdonshire 2 

F  Kent 2 

F  Lancashire 2 

F  Leicestershire 2 

Lincolnshire  ,     .  2 

Mid^esex 2 

F  Norfolk 2 

F  Northamptonshire    .  .2 

F  NorthumWland 2 

F  Nottinghamshire  .2 

F  2  Oxfordshire 2 

Rutlandshire 2 

F  Shropshire 2 


Counties. 
F  Somersetshire 
F  Staffordshire 
F  Suffolk     ; 
F  Surrsy 
F  Sussex     . 
F  "Warwickshire 


Members 
.  2 


2 
2 

2 
2 


Westmoreland 2 

F  Wiltshire 2 

F  Worcestershire 2 

Yorkshire  (2  added  in  1821)  .      .     .  4 
[From  Henry  VIII.] 

Anglesey 

Brecknockshire    .... 

Cardiganshire 

Cannarthenshirc  .... 

Camanronshire 
F  Cheshire 

Denbighshire    .... 

Flinti£ire 

Glamorganshire 

Merionethshire    .... 

Monmouthshire 

Montgomeryshire 

Pembrokeshire 

Radnorshire 

[From  Charles  II.] 
F  Durham 2 


Scotland. — In  the  British  ParliaTtieni,  from  the  Union  under  Anne. 


Aberdeen  .        .        .1 

Argyle 1 

Ayr 1 

Banff 1 

Berwick 1 

Dumbarton 1 

Dumfries 1 

Edinburgh                  .  V    .                .    .  1 

Elgin 1 

F^ 1 

Forfar 1 

Haddington 1 

Invemess 1 

Kincardine 1 

Kirkcudbright 1 


Lanark 

Linlithgow 

Orkney  and  Shetland  . 

Peebles  . 

Perth 

Renfrew  . 

Ross  ... 

Roxburgh 

Selkirk       . 

Stirling  . 

Sutherland 


Wigton 

Bute  and  Caithness,  alternately  . 
Clackmannan  and  Kinross,  alternately 
Cromarty  and  Nairn,  alternately 


Ibela^^d.— /n  the  Imperial  Parliament,  fnm.  the  Vniam,  under  Oeorge  IIL 


Antrim       •        .        .  .        .    .  2 

Armagh 2 

Carlow 2 

Cavan 2 

Clare 2 

Cork 2 

Donegal 2 

■  Down 2 

Dublin 2 

Fermanagh 2 

Galway 2 

Keny 2 

Kildare 2 

Kilkenny         ....        *        .  2 

King[s  County 2 

Leitrim  •..*...  2 


Limerick 2 

Londonderry 2 

Lon^ord 2 

LouUi 2 

Mayo 2 

Meath 2 

Monaghan 2 

Queen^s  County 2 

Roscommon 2 

Sligo 2 

Tipperary 2 

Tyrone 2 

Waterford 2 

Westmeath 2 

Wexford 2 

Wicklow         .        .        .        -r^   '        -T^ 
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CITIES  AKD  BOROUGHS. 

*"•  England  axd  Wales. 

[Continuoixs  from  the  reign  of  Edward  I.] 
[The  letters  A,  B,  indicate  the  Schedule  in  which  the  Borough  was  placed  by  the  Beform  Act.] 


Mem- 

bets. 

.     .  2 


County  wherein 
aituated. 

(Bucks) 

(Hants)      . 

(Westmoreland) .  2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


City  or 

Borough. 
A  Amersnam 

Andover 
A  Appleby 

B  Arundel  (Sussex) 

B  Ashburton  (Devon)     • 

Barnstaple  (Devon) 

Bath  (Somerset) . 

Bedford  (Bedfordshire)    . 

ABedwin  (Wilts)       . 

Beverley  (Yorkahire)         . 

A  Blechingley  (Surrey)     . 

Bodmin  (Cornwall) . 

A  Bramber  (Sussex)     . 

Bridgenorth  (Shropshire) 

Bridgewater  (Somerset)  . 

Bridport  (Dorset) 

Bristol  (CO.   of  itself,  locally  between 
Gloucestershire  and  Somerset)  •        «  2 

Bury  St.  Edmund's  (Suffolk)     .        .  2 

B  (Mne  (Wilts)       .        .  2 

Cambridge  (Cambridgeshire)  2 

Canterbury  (co.  of  itself,  locally  in  Kent)  2 


Carlisle 

Chichester 

Chippenham 

Cockermouth 

Colchester 

Coventry  (co. 

wicksnire) 
Oicklade 

B  Dartmouth 
Derby 
Devizes 
Dorchester 

A  Downton 

B  Droitwich 

A  Dunwich 
Evesham 
Exeter  (co. 


(Cumberhmd)  .  2 
(Sussex)  .  .  2 
(WUts)  .  .  2 
(Cumberhmd)  .  2 
(Essex)  .  2 

of  itself,  locally  in  War- 

2 

(WUts)  .  .  2 
(Devon)  .  .  2 
(Derbyshii-e)  ,  2 
(WUts)  .  .  2 
(Dorset)  .  .  2 
(WUts)  .  .  2 
(Worcestershire).  2 
(SuffoUc)  .  .  2 
(Worcestershire).  2 
of  itself,  locally  in  Devon).  2 


Gloucester  (co.  of  itself,  locally  in  Glou.)  2 


Great  Morlow 
B  Grimsby 

Gmldford 
A  Hedon 
B  Helston 

Hereford 

Hertford 

Honiton 
B  Horsham 

Huntingdon 
A  llchester 

Ipswich 

I^caster 
B  Launceston 

Leicester 

Leominster 

Lewes 


2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
(Huntingdonshire)  2 
(Somerset).  .  2 
(Suffolk)  .  .  2 
(Lancashire)  .  2 
(ComwaU).  .  2 
(Leicestershire)  .  2 
(Herefordshire)  .  2 
(Sussex) 


(Bucks). 
(Lincolnshire) 
(Surrey)     . 
(Yorkshire). 
(Cornwall)  • 
(Herefordshire) 
(Hertfordshire) 
(Devon).    . 
(Sussex) 


Lichfield  (co.  of  itself,  locally  in  Stafford) 
Lincoln  (co.  of  itself,  locally  in  Lincoln- 
shire)   

B  liskeard  (Cornwall) . 

Liverpool  (Lancashire) 


City  or  County  wherein  Mem- 

Borough,  situated.  bers. 

London    (co.  of  itself,  locaUy  in  Mid- 
dlesex)     .        .        .        .        •         .4 


A  Lostwithiel 
A  LudgershaU 
B  Lyme  Begis 

Lynn 
B  Malmesbury 

Malton 

Marlborough 
A  MUboume  Port 


(ComwaU) . 
(WUts)  . 
(Dorset)  . 
(Norfolk)  . 
(WUts)  . 
(Yorkshire) 
(WUts)  . 
(Somerset)  < 


2 
2 
2 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


Newcastlfe-upon-Tyne  (co.  of  itself^  lo- 
cally in  Northumberland) .  .  .2 
Newport  (Hants)  .  •  2 
New  Sarum,  or  Salisbury,  (WUts).  .  2 
B  Northallerton  (Yorkshire)  .  2 
Northampton  (Northamptonsh.)  2 
Norwich  (co.  of  itself,  locallyin  Norfolk)  2 
Nottingham  (co.  of  itself,  locallyin  Not- 
tinghamshire)   2 


A  Okehampton 
A  Old  Sarum 
AOrford 

Oxford 
B  Petersfield 

Plymouth 
A  Plympton 

Pontefract 

Portsmouth 

Preston 

Reading 
B  Reigate 

Ripon 

Rochester 

St.  Alban's 

Scarborough 
A  Seaford 
B  Shaftesbury 

Shoreham 

Shrewsbury 

Southampton  (co. 


(Devon) 
(WUts)       . 
(Suffolk)    . 
(Oxfordahin) 
(Hants)      . 
(Devon) 
(Do.)        . 
(Yorkshire) 
(Hsnts)      . 
(I^nca^re) 
(Berkshire) 
(Surrey)     . 
(Yorkshire) 
(Kent) 

(Hertfordshire) 
(Yorkshire) 
(Sussex)  • 
(Dorset)  . 
(Sussex)  . 
(Shropshire) 
of  itself,  locally 


2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
.  2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


Hants) 2 


Southwark 

Stafford 

Stamford 
A  Steyning 

Taunton 

Tavistock 
B  Thirsk 

Totnes 
A  Tregony 

Truro 
B  Wallingford 
B  Wareham 

Warwick 

Wells 
A  Wendover 
A  Weobly 

Wigan 
B  WUton 

Winchester 

Windsor 
B  Woodstock 


(Surrey)  .  .  2 
(Staffordshire)  .  2 
(Lincolnshire)  .  2 
(Sussex)  .  .  2 
(Somerset) .  .  2 
(Devon)  .  •  2 
(Yorkshire)  .  2 
(Devon)  .  .  2 
(Cornwall)  .  .  2 
(Cornwall)  .  .  2 
(Berks)  .  .  2 
(Dorset)  .  .  2 
(Warwickshire)  .  2 
(Somerset)  .  «  2 
(Bucks)  .  .  2 
(Herefordshire)  •  2 
(Dincashire)  .  2 
(WUts)  .  .  2 
(Hants)  «  .  2 
(Berks)  .  •  2 
(Ojdbidshire)  t  .  2 
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England  Ain) 
City  or           County  wherein         Mem- 
Borough,                 gitoated.                 bcrs. 
Worcester  (co.  of  itself,  locally  in  Wor- 
cestershire)         2 

Wycomhe,  Chipping    (Bucks)     .        .  2 

AYannouth  (Hants)      .        .  2 

Yarmouth  (Norfolk)  .        .  2 

York  (CO.  of  itself,  locally  in  Yorkshire)  2 


[Edward  II.] 


A  East  Grinstead 
Betfoid 


(Sussex) 
(Notts) 


[Edward  III.] 
(Kent) 


Dover 

Harwich  (Essex) 

Hastings  (Sussex) 

BHythe  (Kent) 

Kingston-upon-Hull  (co.  of  itself,  lo- 
cally in  Yorkshire)    .... 

Maldon  (Essex) 

BMidhurst  (Sussex)     . 

Newcastle-under-Lyue/Staffordshire)    . 

Poole  (co.  of  itself,  locally  in  Dorset)    , 

Bichmond  (Yorkshire) 

ARomney  ^     (Kent) 

BRye  (Sussex)     . 

Sandwich  (Kent) 

Weymouth  &  Melcombe  Regis  (Dorset), 
AWinchelsea  (Sussex)     • 

[Heniy  VI.] 
AGatton  (Surrey)     . 

AHeytesbnry  (Wilts)       . 

AHindon  (Do.) 

BWertbnry  (Do.) 

A  Wootton  Basset  (Do.) 

[Edward  IV.] 

Grantham  (Lincolnshire)    . 

Ludlow  (Shropshire) 
Wenlock  (Do.) 

[Heniy  VIII.] 
Beaumaris  (Anglesey) . 

Berwick-upon-Tweed  (co.  of  itself) 
Brecon  (Brecknockshire) 

Buckingham  (Bucks) 

Cardiff,  sharing  with  Aberavon,  Cow- 
bridge,  Ken-fig,  Llantrissent,  Lou^hor, 
Neatn,  and  Swansea  (Glamorganshire) 
Cardigan,  sharing   with   Abeiystwith, 
Adpar,  andLampeter  (Cardiganshire) . 
Carmarthen    (co.   of  itself   locally  in 
Carmarthenshire)      .... 
Carnarvon,  sharing  with  Conway,  One- 
dcth,  Nevin,  and  Pwllheli  (Camar- 

Yonshire) 

Chester  (co.  of  itself,  locally  in  Cheshire) 

Denbi^j  shannfi  with  Holt  and  Ruthin 

(Denbi^hire)  .... 

Plmt,  sharing  with  Caergwrley,  Caerwys, 

Overton,  and  Rhyddlan  (Flintshire)    . 

Haverfordwest  (co.  of  itself,  locally  in 

Pembrokeshire)        .... 

Monmouth,  sharing  with  Newport  and 

Usk  (Monmouthsnire)   •      .        • 
Mqntgomexy  (Montgomeryshire)  • 


Wales— caniinucd. 

I       City  or         County  wherein          Mem- 
Borough,                situated.                 bers. 
Pembroke,  sharing  with  Tenby  and  Wis- 
I          ton  (Pembrokeshire)     ...        1 
Radnor,  sharing  with  Kevinleece,  Knigh- 
ton, Knucklar,  and  Rhayder  (Radnor- 
shire)         1 

[Edward  VI.] 

A  Bossiney  (Cornwall)  .  •  2 

Boston  (lincolnshiro)  .  2 

A  Brackley  (Northamptonah)  2 

ACamelford  (Cornwall)  .  .  2 

Maidstone  ^Kent) .      .  .2 

A  Newport  (Cornwall) .  .  2 

Penryn  (Cornwall) .  .  2 

Peterborough  (Northamptonah)  2 

A  St.  MichaePs  (Cornwall) .  .  2 

A  Saltash  (Do.) .        .  .2 

Thetford  (Norfolk)    .  .  2 

A  West  Looo  (Cornwall)  .  .  2 

Westminster  (Middlesex)  .  2 


Abingdon 
A  Aldborough 

Aylesbuiy 

Banbury 
A  Boroughbridgo 
A  Castle  Rising 
A  Higham  Ferrers 

Knaresborough 
B  Morpeth 
B  St.  Ives 


[Maiy.] 


(Berks)       . 

(Yorkshire) 

(Bucks) 

(Oxfordshire) 

(Yorkshire) 

(Norfolk)    . 

(Northamptonsh) 

fYorkshire) 

(Northumberld) . 

(Cornwall)  . 


[Elizabeth.] 


A  Aldebuigh 
A  Beeralston 
A  Bishop's  Castle 
A  Callington 
B  Christchurch 

Cirencester 
B  Clitheroe 
A  Corfe  Castle 
A  East  Looe 
BEye 
A  Fowey 
A  Haslemere 

A  Minehead 
A  Newtown 
A  Newton 
A  Queenborouffh 
A  St.  GermaiiTB 
A  St.  Mawe's 
A  Stockbridgo 

Sudbury 

Tamworth 
A  Whitchurch 


(Suffolk)     . 
(Devon) 
(Shropshire) 
(Cornwall) , 
(Hants)      . 
(Gloucestershire). 
(Lancashire) 
(Dorset) 
(Cornwall) . 
(Suffolk)      . 
(Cornwall)  . 
(Surrey) 
(Hants)       . 
(Somerset)  . 
(Hants)      . 
(Lancashire) 
(Kent) 
(Cornwall)  . 
(Cornwall)  . 
(Hants)      . 
(Suffolk)     . 
(Warwickshire)  . 
(Hants)      • 


Bewdley 

Tewkesbury 

Tiverton 


Durham 
Newark 


[James  I.] 

(Worcestershire). 
(Gloucestershire). 
(Devon)      , 

[Charles  II.] 

(Durham) 
(Notts) 
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CITIES  AND  BOROUGHS. 
Scotland. 


Burghs. 


Dis- 

tricts. 

fDiagwall 

Dornoch  '. 

l\  KixkwaU 

I  Tain  .     . 

I  Wick      . 

r  Forres    . 

o  J  Fortrosc 

I  Inverness 


L  Nairn 

r  Banff     . 

Cullen    . 

8-{  Elgin      . 

Interury 

^Eintore 

^Aberdeen 

I  Aberbrothwick 
4<  Brechin .     . 
Inverbervie 

LMontrose    . 

fCupar    .     . 

I  Dundee .     . 

5"^  Forfar    .     . 

Perth     .     . 

LSt.  Andrews. 

rAnstruther  Easter 

1  Anstruther  Wester 
6^  Grail.     .     . 

I  Kilrenny    . 

t.Pittenweem 

(  Burntisland 
-JDysart  .     , 

j  Einghom   . 

(Kirkaldy    . 


In  t}i4  British  Parliairient, 
Edinbui^h  city  . 

Districts 

Counties  where- 
in locally 
situated. 
Boss    .     . 
Sutherland 
Orkney 
Ross     . 
Caithness 
Elgin    . 
Ross 

Inverness 
Nairn    . 
Banff    . 
Banff    . 
Elgin    . 
Aberdeen 
Aberdeen 
Aberdeen 
Forfar  , 
Forfar  . 
Kincardine 
Forfar 

Forfar  &  Perth 
Forfar 
Forfar 
Perth 
Fife. 
Fife  . 
Fife. 
Fife. 
Fife. 
Fife. 
Fife. 
Fife. 
Fife. 
Fife. 


Mem- 
bers. 


1 

i 
)■  1 

I 
J 


y  1 


!►  1 


1 

I 

J 


siiux  the  Union  under  An 

.     1  member, 
of  Buighs. 

I        rCulross  .     .     . 

I  Dunfermline    . 

8<  Inverkeitliing . 

I  Queensferry     . 

LStirling .     .     . 

!  Dumbarton     . 
Glasgow      .     . 
Renfrew.     .     . 
Rutherglen.     . 
'  Dunbar .     .     . 
Haddinffton 
10"^  Jedbur^    .     . 
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CHAPTER    XVIII. 


Opening  of  he  New  Parliament — Blection  of  the  Speaker—The  Sing's  Speech — ^Mr.  O'ConnelPs 
Amendmest^Declaration  of  Sur  Bobert  Peel—Coercion  Bill  for  Ireland  pamed  by  the 
Lords — ^Pnblio  Health— Observance  of  the  Sabbath— Ooerdon  Bill  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons— The  Coercion  Bill  passed — Financial  Measures— Cobbett's  Motion  against  Sir 
Robert  Peel— Bill  for  the  Reform  of  the  Irish  Church— Abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  British 
Colonies — BSects  of  the  Abolition — Limitation  of  Labour  in  Factories — ^Bank  Charter — 
Sast  India  Gompany's  Charteiv-' Prorogation. 

Oisr  the  29th  of  January,  1833,  the  new  Parliament  was  opened  by  Com- 
mission. The  Act  for  abolishing  the  oaths  to  be  taken  before  the  Lord 
Steward  had  come  into  operation ;  and  a  House  of  Commons  was  at  once 
formed.  The  attendance  of  members  was  very  large.  One  of  the  new  repre- 
sentatires  of  Ireland,  Mr.  John  O'Connell,  has  described  some  of  the  circum- 
stoices  of  that  first  meeting.  His  father,  Daniel  O'Connell,  he  says,  led 
what  might  have  been  called  his  ''  household  brigade,*'  namely,  his  three  sons 
and  two  sons-in-law,  down  to  the  House.  In  the  passages  they  met  and  were 
introduced  to  Cobbett,  habited  in  a  kind  of  pepper-and-salt  garb,  in  fashion 
something  between  that  of  a  quaker  and  of  a  eomfortable  farmer,  and  wearing 
a  broad-brimmed  white  hat,  thrown  back  so  as  to  give  the  fullest  view  of  his 
shrewd  though  bluff  countenance,  and  his  keen  cold-looking  eye.  The 
*^  household  brigade*'  proceeded  to  take  their  seats  upon  the  second  bench  on 
the  opposition  side,  somewhat  indignant  at  a  long  quizzing  from  Mr.  Stanley's 
eye-glass.  The  great  Irish  orator  was  more  modest  in  selecting  his  seat  than 
others  of  ttas  Sadical  party,  who  boldly  ranged  themselves  upon  the  front 
bench,  as  if  to  awe  the  Ministerial  Whigs,  who  were  immediately  opposite^ 
According  to  the  Irish  member's  '*  Becollections,"  William  Cobbett  was 
amongst  the  most  conspicuous  of  those  who  took  this  post  of  honour.*  One 
who  four  days  afterwards  records  what  he  saw,  says,  ^*  On  our  enteriug 
the  House,  and  tumiog  our  eyes  to  the  Treasury  bench,  the  first  person 
we  saw,  in  the  place  of  the  black-whiskered,  bluff,  yeomanlike  lord  Althorp, 
was  the  white-headed  veteran  of  the  Eadicals,  William  Cobbett,  who  had 


♦  "Recollections  and  Bxpericnces/*  by  John  O'Connell,  Esq.,  M.  P.,  1849,  vol.  i.  chap.  1. 
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taken  his  seat  above  the  minister,  and  thus,  as  it  were,  installed  himself  as 
Leader  of  the  Beformed  House  of  Commons.'**. 

G^ie  first  business  of  the  Lower  House  was  the  election  of  a  Speaker. 
Mr.  Hume,  asserting  the  principle  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  Speaker 
who  should  represeut  the  opinions  of  the  majority  of  the  House,  and  belieying 
that  the  majority  were  Eeformers,  proposed  Mr.  E.  J.  Littleton,  the  member 
for  the  southern  division  of  Staffordshire.    He  was  seconded  by  Mr.  O'Con- 
nell.    Lord  Morpeth,  upon  the  principle  of  looking  to  the  change  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  constitution  of  parliament,  considered  that  it  was  most 
advisable  to  have  all  possible  assistance  to  their  proceedings  from  a  gentleman 
of  long  practical  experience  and  tried  ability.    He  proposed  the  right  hon. 
Charles  Manners  Sutton.    The  debate  went  on  with  little  variation  from  the 
usual  forms  of  parliamentary  courtesy,  when  the  broad-brimmed  white  hat  of 
the  singular  man  on  the  foremost  place  of  the  Treasury  bench  was  taken  off, 
and  up  rose  the  author  of  the  ''  Begister,"  who  had  written  that  he  was  bom 
"  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  terrors  to  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  powerful 
bodies  of  knaves  and  fools  that  ever  were  permitted  to  afflict  this  or  any  other 
country.' 't    Out  of  that  most  powerful  body  of  which  he  now  formed  a  part 
some  of  the  especial  objects  of  his  wrath  had  been  withdrawn.    But  mauy 
objects  of  his  old  hatred  still  remained — many  a  country  geutleman  whose 
class  he  had  den9unced  as  unfeeling  tyrants  who  squeezed  the  labourer 
for  gain's  sake;   many  '4ords  of  the  loom,"  who  had  been    designated 
as  '^rich  ruffians;"  many  of  the  " educatiou-canters,"  who  did  not  follow 
out  his  theory  that  nothing  could  "  be  good  with  regard  to  the  labouring 
classes  unless  it  made  an  addition  to  their  victuals,  drink,  or  clothing."    Cob- 
bett's  style  of  speaking  was  as  strange  to  the  House  of  Commons  as  his 
habiliments.    Li  supporting  Mr.  Hume's  nomination  of  a  Speaker,  he  b^;an 
with  these  very  plain  words : — "  It  appears  to  me  that  since  I  have  been 
sitting  here  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  vain  and  unprofitable  conversation." 
He  objected  to  placing  a  man  in  the  chair  who  had  already  received  large 
sums  of  the  public  money.    The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  been  for 
sixteen  years  in  the  office  of  Speaker;  he  bad  received  every  year  a  salary  of 
six  thousand  pounds,  taken  from  the  starving  people  of  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland.    Mr.  Hume's  motion  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  two  hundred 
and  ten,  and  Mr.  Manners  Sutton  again  became  Speaker. 

On  the  5th  of  February  the  King  opened  the  Parliament  for  "the  des- 
patch of  business,"  according  to  the  formal  expression  of  what  is  the  duty 
expected  from  parliament.  The  despatch  of  business  in  that  one  session  is 
recorded  in  six  volumes  of  Hansard,  containing  seven  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  forty-four  columns  of  debate.  Great  measures  were  indeed  discussed  in 
both  Houses  during  that  session,  which  lasted  till  the  29th  of  August.  During 
this  time  the  House  of  Commons  had  sat  a  hundred  and  forty-two  days,  upon 
an  average  of  nine  hours  daily.  The  usual  average  had  been  four  and  a  half 
or  five  hours.  J  The  chief  objects  upon  which  the  members  of  that  House 
had  thus  vied  with  factory  workers  were  suggested  in  the  King's  Speech ;  the 
approaching  termination  of  the  charters  of  the  Bank  of  England  and  the 

•  "  Spectator,"  Febniary  2.  f  "Enral  Ridea,"  p.  18. 

t  Hansard,  3rd  seriefl,  vol.  zx.  col.  907 :   Statement  of  sir  Bobert  Inglis,  upon  infor- 
mation deriTed  from  Mr.  Bickman,  an  officer  of  the  House.  ^-^  j 
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East  India  Company ;  the  state  of  tbe  Church,  more  partictdarlj  regarding 
its  temporalities ;  the  Church  of  Ireland ;  the  necessity  of  entrusting  the 
Grown  with  greater  powers  for  controlling  and  punishing  the  spirit  of  insub- 
ordinatioQ  and  violeiice  in  Ireland,  which  had  greatly  increased,  and  for  pre^ 
■erring  and  strengthening  the  legislative  union  between  the  two  countries. 
There  were  two  other  great  measures,  not  indicated  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  that  occupied  the  further  attention  of  Parliament— the  regulation 
of  infant  labour  in  Factories,  and  the  abolition  of  Slavezy  in  the  West-India 
colonies.  To  the  task  of  dealing  with  many  of  these  important  subjects,  both 
Houses  applied  themselyes  with  a  sedate  and  earnest  spirit.  But  there  was  one 
topic  in  the  King's  Speech  which  instantly  called  up  a  host  of  turbulent  feelings, 
little  in  accordance  with  that  spirit  of  brotherhood  which  some  enthusiasts 
believed  would  in  future  render  the  House  of  Commons  an  assembly  altoge- 
ther labouring  for  the  national  good,  and  redeem  it  from  its  old  character  of 
the  cockpit  of  party.  The  Irish  members  who  followed  the  leadership  of 
O'Connell  came  away  '^  with  hearts  full  of  bitterness,"  after  listening  to  the 
royal  speech,  believing  that  the  only  part  of  it  which  the  King's  infirmities  or 
his  inclinations  allowed  him  to  deliver  with  anydistinctness  was  that  in  which 
he  threatened  Ireland.*  The  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr.  O'ConneU. 
Never,  since  on  his  own  Irish  ground  of  agitation  he  designated  Mr.  Stanley 
a  '^  shave-beggar,"  had  he  ventured  upon  such  coarseness  as  he  now  thrust 
upon  the  House  of  Commons.  He  described  the  echo  of  the  King's  speech 
as ''  a  bloody  and  brutal  Address ;"  ^'  a  bloody,  brutal,  and  unconstitutional  Ad- 
dress." Pity  it  was  that  the  remarkable  powers  of  O'  Council,  the ''  Demosthenic 
directness  and  vehemence,"  as  Jeffrey  described  the  oratory  of  this  great 
artist,  were  so  often  degraded  into  the  utterance  of  a  copious  vocabulary  of 
scurrility.  Mr.  Stanley  replied  to  what  he  called  ''the  eloquent  and  forcible 
invective  "  of  the  honourable  and  learned  member  for  Dublin.  The  speech  of 
the  Secretary  for  Ireland  was  something  far  more  telling  than  invective, 
although  it  contained  sufficient  bitterness  to  make  lasting  enemies.  He  set 
fortb  the  system  of  outrages  which  prevailed  in  a  land  where  the  law  was  a 
dead  letter ;  where  the  law  was  insufficient  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  insure 
lectionary  crime,— where  no  witness  could  afford  to  give  evidence,  where 
no  jury  could  dare  to  convict,  though  the  guilt  of  the  culprit  were  as  noto- 
rious as  the  sun  at  noonday.  ''  No  government  could  apply  itself  efficiently 
to  the  remedying  of  grievances,  unless  it  also  possessed  the  power  to  make 
the  laws  respected."  t  The  opening  of  Mr.  Stanley's  speech  was  received 
with  cries  of ''  Bravo"  in  the  House,  and  even  with  applause  in  the  strangers' 
gallery.  He  taunted  Mr.  O'ConneU  with  the  declaration  that  he  would 
relieve  Ireland  ''  from  the  yoke  of  the  Sassenach."  The  Government  now 
told  him  that  his  panacea  of  Bepeal ''  should  be  resisted  to  the  death."  Such 
was  the  spirit  of  courageous  defiance  that  won  for  Mr.  Stanley  the  name  of 
^  the  Bupert  of  debate."  Mr.  O'Connell's  amendment  was  fijially  rejected 
by  a  majority  of  three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  in  a  House  of  four  hundred 
and  sixty-eight;  ayes,  40;  noes,  428.  Of  his  forty  supporters,  six  were 
members  for  England,  two  for  Scotland,  and  thirty-two  for  Ireland. 

•  Jolin  0*CoimelI,  rol.  i.  p.  9. 

+  Hansard,  vol.  xv.  col.  196.  ^-^  ^ 
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The  debates  upon  the  Address  occnpied  five  nights.  It  certainly  was  a  na- 
tional benefit  that  much  of  the  eloquence  which  had  been  expended,  both  in 
England  and  Ireland,  for  the  excitement  of  popular  assemblies,  now  harm- 
lesslj  exploded  in  a  place  where  the  freedom  of  debate  was  indeed  unlimited, 
but  where  no  demagogue  could  make  extravagant  statements  without  receiving 
an  immediate  contradiction.  It  was  curious  that  the  great  Irish  Agitator  in 
his  eloquent  invective  said  no  single  word  tending  to  raise  a  discussion  about 
Bepeal.  *^  He  keeps  it,  and  prudently  keeps  it,"  said  Mr.  Macaulay,  "for 
audiences  of  a  very  different  kind."  O'Gonnell  and  Cobbett  might  in  their 
hearts  aspire  to  be  the  Danton  and  Marat  of  a  new  National  Assembly.  But 
the  House  of  Commons,  with  all  its  renovated  spirit  of  democracy,  was  not 
so  favourable  a  theatre  for  their  coarser  harangues  as  the  Hall  of  the  Catholic 
Association  or  the  farmer's  table  of  a  country  town  on  market-day.  There 
was  some  voice  of  the  past  in  that  old  Chapel  of  St.  Stephen,  which  pro- 
claimed that  liberty  had  there  been  won  by  the  gentlemen  of  Ihigland,  and 
that  if  it  ceased  to  be  a  place  where  the  habits  of  gentlemen  could  be  pre- 
served, it  would  cease  to  be  a  place  worthy  of  the  efforts  which  had  been 
made  by  the  people  to  renovate  and  exalt  its  character. 

Looking  beyond  the  almost  solitary  attempts  of  the  English  demagogue  to 
speak  in  Parliament  so  as  to  set  the  poor  against  the  rich, — ^hearing  some- 
thing more  harmonious  than  the  war-trump  of  the  Irish  leader  to  call  his 
followers  to  skirmishes  or  pitched-battles  in  which  the  reward  of  victory 
would  be  the  repeal  of  the  union, — ^there  were  important  lessons  to  be  ga- 
thered from  those  five  nights  of  debate  introductory  to  the  practical  business 
of  the  session.  They  pretty  conclusively  showed,  in  the  first  place,  that 
the  expectations  of  the  ultra-Tory  party  that  the  Beform  Bill  would  be  re- 
pealed— ^that  another  Bestoration,  more  joyful  than  the  royal  triumpb  of 
Charles  the  Second,  would  terminate  the  execrated  career  of  the  Bevolution 
of  1832  * — ^were  sanguine  hopes,  which  would  be  quickly  dispersed  even  by 
the  breath  of  him  who  had  most  consistently  opposed  a  Beform  in  parlia- 
ment. On  the  third  night  of  the  debate  on  the  Address,  sir  Bobert  Peel  thus 
declared  himself: — "  The  King's  G-overnment  had  abstained  from  all  unseemly 
triumph  in  the  King's  speech  respecting  the  measure  of  Beform.  He  would 
profit  by  their  example,  and  would  say  nothing  upon  that  head ;  but  consider 
that  question  as  finally  and  irrevocably  disposed  of.  He  was  now  determined 
to  look  forward  to  the  future  alone,  and  considering  the  Constitution  as  it 
existed,  to  take  his  stand  on  main  and  essential  matters — to  join  in  resisting 
every  attempt  at  new  measures  which  could  not  be  stirred  without  unsettling 

the  public  mind,  and  endangering  public  prosperity He  was 

for  reforming  every  institution  that  really  required  reform ;  but  he  was  for 
doing  it  gradually,  dispassionately  and  deliberately,  in  order  that  the  reform 
might  be  lasting."t  iBhirther,  the  apprehensions  of  many  who  in  common 
with  lord  Eldon  thought  they  saw  that  monarchy,  peerage,  property,  would 
inevitably  sink  under  the  rule  and  domination  of  democrats,  were  as  signally 
disappointed.]:    Sir  Bobert  Peel,  indeed,  correctly  describes  the  notices  in 

*  See  **  Quarterly  Review,"  vol.  xlvii.  p.  689. 

t  Haiuard,  3rd  aeries,  roL  xv.  coL  385.     Given  aUo  verbatim  from  Hannrd,  in  ar  R. 
PeePs  "MemoiTB,"  voL  ii.  p.  69. 

$  TwiBS,  vol.  iii.  p.  216.  r^  i 
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tbe  Order-book  as  promising  motions  for  new  laws  on  every  imaginable  subject; 
for  simultaneous  change  in  everything  that  was  established.  But  the  Order- 
book  remains  the  principal  historical  record  of  schemes  which  were  in  great 
part  the  wind-bubbles  of  new  members  who  thought  that  the  spirit  of  inno- 
Tation  would  best  recommend  them  to  the  constituencies  by  which  they  had 
been  chosen.  Although  upon  great  political  questions  the  disposition  to  force 
extreme  opinions  was  very  small,  yet  a  vast  mass  of  crude  notions  was  evi- 
dently afloat  upon  social  questions,  which  many  with  their  strong  prejudices  and 
small  knowledge  thought  themselves  qualified  to  discuss.  The  complaint  that 
the  new  parliamentary  system  did  not  work  well  was  not  confined  to  the 
remnants  of  the  anti-Eeform  party.  Jeffrey  very  frankly  and  truly  wrote, 
ftfler  the  House  of  Commons  had  risen  for  the  Easter  holidays: — ''The 
fiiction  in  the  working  of  the  machine,  and  the  consequent  obstruction  of  its 
movements,  has  been  much  greater  than  was  ever  known ;  and  though  this 
may  grow  less  when  it  has  been  longei  in  use,  as  is  the  case  with  all  new 
machines,  I  am  afraid  part  of  it  is  owing  to  the  increased  number  of  inde- 
pendent movements,  and  port,  perhaps,  to  the  want  of  the  old  oiling  which 
can  no  longer  be  afforded."* 

The  House  of  Commons  having  endured  for  six  nights  the  incessant  labour 
and  excitement  of  the  debates  on  the  Address,  had  now  a  short  interval  of 
relaxation  and  calm,  whilst  in  the  Upper  House  the  question  of  coercive 
measures  for  the  repression  of  Irish  disturbances  was  discussed  with  the  judi- 
cial temper  of  that  assembly.  On  the  fifteenth  of  February  lord  Grey  intro- 
duced the  Bill  for  the  more  effectual  suppression  of  local  disturbances  and 
dangerous  Associations  in  Ireland.  He  stated  that  between  the  1st  of 
January  and  the  end  of  December,  1832,  there  had  been  committed  a  total  of 
nine  thousand  and  two  crimes, — ^homicides,  242 ;  robberies,  1179 ;  burglaries, 
401 ;  burnings,  568 ;  houghing  cattle,  290 ;  serious  assaults,  161 ;  riots,  203; 
illegal  rescues,  353 ;  illegal  notices,  2,094 ;  illegal  meetings,  427 ;  injuries  to 
property,  796  ;  attacks  on  houses,  723  ;  firing  with  intent  to  kill,  328  ;  rob- 
bery of  arms,  117 ;  administering  unlawful  oaths,  163 ;  resistance  to  legal 
process,  8 ;  turning  up  land,  20 ;  resistance  to  tithes,  50 ;  taking  forcible 
possession,  2.  This  enumeration  sufficiently  shows  how  large  a  proportion  of 
the  offences  were  out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  criminal  acts.  The  proposi- 
tion of  the  government  was,  to  give  the  Lord  Lieutenant  power  to  forbid 
objectionable  public  meetings,  and  to  introduce  martial  law  into  districts 
proclaimed  to  be  in  a  state  of  disturbance.  The  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  in 
the  House  of  Lords  and  passed  on  the  22nd  of  February.  It  was  not  till  the 
27th  that  the  subject  was  introduced  to  the  House  of  Commons.  Meanwhile 
lighter  topics  might  there  be  dealt  with,  by  which  personal  hostility  would 
not  be  so  easily  provoked.  Joseph  Pease,  having  been  elected  for  the  south- 
em  division  of  the  county  of  Durham,  appeared  on  the]  8th  of  February 
to  take  his  seat  in  the  House.  He  objected  to  the  oath  tendered  to  him, 
and  prayed  to  be  allowed  to  make  his  solemn  affirmation.  The  Speaker 
liaving  stated  that  without  the  sanction  of  the  House  he  dared  not  allow  this 
course,  the  subject  was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee.  Although  some 
members  might  have  dreaded  that  the  sturdy  Quaker  would  refuse  to  take 

♦  Cookbnrn,  "lafe  of  Jeffrey,**  vol.  i.  p.  846. 
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off  his  hat  when  he  passed  the  Speaker's  chair,  upon  the  Beport  of  the  Com- 
mittee the  affirmation  was  allowed  to  he  suhstituted  for  the  oath,  the  resolu- 
tion heing  carried  amidst  the  cheers  of  the  House.     One  of  the  greatest  of 
social  questions,  the  Health  of  the  People,  was  now  brought  into  view  by  Mr. 
Slaney, — a  gentleman  who  has  never  ceased  for  thirty  years  to  promote  some 
sound  measure  of  real  popular  advantage.     He  proposed  that  a  Committee  be 
appointed  to  consider  the  best  means  of  securing  open  places  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  great  towns  for  the  healthful  exercise  of  the  population.    Mr. 
Lamb,  the  Secretary  of  State,  regretted  that  too  little  attention  had  been  paid 
to  this  subject  at  the  passing  of  Enclosure  Bills.    On  this  occasion  the  expe> 
diency  was  suggested  of  throwing  open  the  grounds  of  the  Eegent's  Parity 
which  had  been  kept  so  long  closed  to  the  public*    The  table  of  the  House 
had  been  covered  with  petitions  praying  for  the  better  observance  of  the 
Sabbath,  the  greater  part  being  presented  by  sir  Andrew  Agnew.    Upon  the 
presentation  of  one  of  these  petitions^  it  was  explained  that  the  proposed 
alteration  of  the  law  was  to  prevent  the  tyranny  by  which  individuals  who 
followed  certain  trades  on  that  day  were  compelled  by  their  masters  to  violate 
their  consciences  by  working  on  the  Sabbath.     Mr.  Cobbett  brought  hi» 
strong  common  sense  and  plain  English  to  deal  with  this  point   A  measure  to 
prevent    masters    working   men-servants  on  Sunday   would    be    perfectly 
nugatory,  unless  it  went  into  private  families  :  "  Were  gentlemen  backward 
in  employing  their  coachmen,  their  grooms,  and  their  footmen  on  Sundays  ? 
Why,  these  were  a  set  of  workmen  who  laboured  very  hard,  in  Hyde  Park, 
for  instance.     They  were  well  dressed  up,  and  looked  very  fine  with  their 
gold-headed  canes,  but  he  would  be  bound  to  say,  that  if  they  bad  their 
choice  they  would  much  rather  be  at  home  with  the  maids."t    The  Bill  of 
sir  Andrew  Agnew,  which  was  truly  described  by  Mr.  M.  D.  Hill,  the  member 
for  Hull,  as  "  a  Bill  for  the  desecration  of  the  Sabbath  by  the  rich,  and  for 
the  observance  of  it  by  the  poor ;" — ^which  was  termed  by  lord  Althorp,  "« 
Bill  of  pains  and  penalties  uncalled  for  and  impolitic,  not  desired  by  the 
public,  and  not  deserved  by  them ;" — ^was  rejected  on  the  17th  of  May. .  We 
may  lastly  mention,  before  we  proceed  to  notice  the  greater  legislative  mea- 
sures of  this  Session,  that  although  there  had  been  some  mitigation  of  the 
Criminal  Code  so  as  to  render  capital  punishments  less  frequent,  there  was  yet 
much  to  be  accomplished  before  the  great  truth  was  recognized  by  the  l^s- 
lature,   "  that  laws  which  cannot  be  carried  into  execution  without  shocking 
the  feelings  of  society  and  exciting  sympathy  for  the  offender,  are  contrary 
to  reason,  inconsistent  with  morality,  and  opposed  to  the  interests  of  justice.'^ 
These  were  the  words  of  a  petition  signed  by  five  thousand  inhabitants  of  the 
metropolis.     On  the  debate  upon  this  petition  a  hope  was  expressed  that  the 
Session  would  not  pass  without  a  more  general  application  of  seeondary 
punishments.    Mr.  Lamb  said,  that  the  subject  was  under  the  consideration 
of  government ;  that  a  gentleman  had  been  sent  out  to  America  to  investigate 
the  system  of  secondary  punishments,  and  the  state  of  prison  discipline 
established  in  that  country.    Thus,  then,  thirty  years  ago  we  were  only  pre- 

*  The  Regent^s  Park  was  laid  out  in  1812.  The  admission  of  the  pnhlic  was  confined  to  its 
outer  roads  for  twenty-six  years,  they  being  entirely  excluded  from  the  inside  of  the  park 
till  1838. 
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paring  to  inquire  into  one  of  the  most  complicated  social  questions  of  more 
recent  times.  The  difficulties  of  the  question — difficulties  which  have 
become  far  greater  since  the  growth  of  the  Colonies  has  rendered  the  system 
of  transportation  almost  impossible — seem  principally  to  have  induced  lord 
Eldon  to  maintain  the  doctrine,  now  happily  obsolete, — that  the  fear  of  death 
prevented  the  commission  of  those  crimes  against  which  it  was  directed.  In 
a  debate  on  the  25th  of  June,  1832,  the  ex-Chancellor  said,  that  after  the 
experience  of  half  a  century  he  had  never  known  a  lawyer  or  a  politician  who 
was  able  to  point  out  to  him  what  to  his  mind  was  a  satisfactory  secondary 
punishment.  The  legal  or  the  legislative  mind  had  scarcely  then  associated, 
in  the  smallest  degree,  the  notion  of  reformation  with  secondary  punish- 
ment. 

On  the  27th  of  February,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  lord  Althorp  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  for  the  Suppression  of  Disturbance  in  Ireland. 
His  speech  was  a  temperate  statement  of  facts,  concluding  with  a  forcible 
and  almost  eloquent  inference  from  those  facts :  ^'  We  shall,  doubtless,  have 
divers  declamations  in  praise  of  liberty,  which  no  man  wishes  to  gainsay ; 
but  the  question  is,  is  it  from  a  state  of  liberty  that  Ireland  is  to  be  rescued? 
Is  she  not  to  be  rescued  from  a  state  of  great  and  severe  tyranny  ?  Is  she 
not  to  be  rescued  from  a  state  of  anarchy,  where  life  has  no  safety,  and  pro- 
perty no  security?  Liberty  is  something  more  than  a  name,  and  the  benefits 
of  liberty  are  the  protection  of  life  and  property — the  protection  of  every 
man  in  doing  that  which  pleases  himself,  and  is  not  detrimental  to  society.'** 
Very  different  in  tone  was  the  speech  of  Mr.  Stanley  on  the  same  night. 
The  terrific  outrages  which  he  detailed  supplied  the  strongest  arguments  for 
the  measure  advocated  by  the  government.  But  there  was  an  object  beyond 
the  passing  of  this  immediate  measure  which  the  Secretary  for  Ireland  steadily 
kept  in  yiew  in  his  fervid  denunciations.  He  would  put  down,  if  possible, 
the  **  political  domination"  which  prevented  the  free  expression  of  public 
opinion  in  Ireland.  In  his  hands  the  great  Agitator  experienced  no  mercy. 
He  quoted  the  words  of  a  ballad  which  had  been  sung  in  the  streets  of 
Kilkenny,  in  which  the  Sassenach  tyrants — "  those  cursed  demons" — must 
quit  the  land,  and  poor  Irish  captives  be  liberated,  "  all  by  the  means  of  our 
noble  Dan."  Mr.  Stanley  asked,  with  bitter  emphasis,  "  AVho  was  it  that 
furnished  to  the  ignorant  people  these  topics  of  declamation,  and  then  coi;- 
demned  the  outrages  which  had  been  caused  by  the  hatred  and  discontent 
which  he*  had  himself  excited."  f  Mr.  Stanley  brought  down  a  storm  o£ 
indignation  upon  the  head  of  Mr.  0' Council  by  referring  to  a  speech  made 
by  him  only  a  few  days  before  at  a  meeting  of  the  working  classes,  in 
which  he  had  termed  the  members  of  the  House  "  six  hundred  robbers  or 
scoundrels."  Henceforth  it  was  "war  to  the  knife"  between  these  two 
great  parliamentary  orators.  Whether  it  was  politic  to  render  peace 
impossible  between  the  government  and  the  astute  leader  of  the  Irish  Be- 
pealers,  may  perhaps  be  doubted.  Some  of  his  followers  might  have  wavered 
under  a  milder  treatment.  Very  few  now  disbelieve  that  the  charge  against 
the  chief  of  Mr.  O'Connell's  lieutenants,  that  he  privately  said  that  ministers 

•  Hansard,  rol.  xv.  col.  1226. 
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ought  not  to  abate  an  atom  of  the  bill,  was  substantiallj  trne.     The  cowardice 
of  some  who  knew  its  truth,  and  had  not  the  courage  to  support  the  member 
who,  with  more  honesty  than  discretion,  proclaimed  it,  permitted  the  allega- 
tion to  be  disposed  of  in  the  next  session  of  Parliament  as  '*  founded  upon 
information  that  was  erroneous."     On  the  adjourned  debate  on  the  Ist  of 
March,  sir  Egbert  Peel  supported  the  government  in  a  speech  of  extraor- 
dinary power.    He  referred  to  the  catalogue  of  crime  in  one  province,  in 
which  were  included  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  murders  and  murderous 
attempts — crimes  of  insurrectionary  violence,     "  One  hundred  and  ninety- 
six  murders! — why,  you  have  fought  great  battles,  and  achieved  famouB 
victories,  at  a  less  cost  of  English  blood !     [An  Hon.  Member :   No,  no !] 
No  !  but  I  say  emphatically,  Yes.     The  battle  of  St.  Vincent  cost  you  lesa. 
The  terrible  bombardment  of  Algiers  cost  you  less.     With  less  profusion  of 
English  blood  you  rolled  back  the  fiery  tide  which  the  exulting  valour  of 
Prance  poured  upon  the  heights  of  Busaco.     But  why  do  I  talk  of  battles  ? 
Oh,  how  tame  and  feeble  the  comparison  between  death  on  the  field  of 
honour,  and  that  death  which  is  inflicted  by  the  hand  of  Irish  assassins."  * 
The  debate  on  the  first  reading  of  the  Coercioa  Bill  was  carried  on  during 
five  sittings.     On  the  last  night  Mr.  O'Connell  spoke  with  his  accustomed 
force.     The  Bill  was  read  a  first  jime-  by  a  majority  of  three  hundred  and 
seventy-seven.     It  was  read  a  second  time  by  a  majority  of  two  hundred 
and  seventy-nine.    But  it  was  in  Committee  that  the  great  Agitator,  who 
could  there  speak  as  often  as  he  pleased,  was  most  effective.    "  He  was  free," 
says  his  son,  "  to  meet  every  charge,  answer  every  argument,  throw  back 
every  taunt,  and  crush  with  overpowering  ridicule  every  puny  assailant."  t 
The  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  on  the  29th  of  March.    It  was  sent  back  to  the 
Lords  for  their  approval  of  the  alterations  in  some  enactments  which  minis- 
ters had  thought  it  prudent  to  make,  and  being  quickly  passed,  it  received 
the  royal  assent  on  the  2nd  of  April.     During  this  conflict  the  opinions  of 
]yir.  Stanley  had  been  so  strongly  expressed,  and  the  mutual  hostility  of  the 
agitators  and   the   Irish  Secretary  had  become    so  personal,  that  he  re- 
moved to  the  office    of  Secretary  for  the   Colonies  (vacated  by  viscount 
Goderich,  who  became  Lord  Privy  Seal,  by  the  title  of  earl  of  Bipon),  and 
was  succeeded  by  sir  John  Cam  Hobhouse. 

The  difficulties  of  the  government  during  the  flrst  session  of  the  Beformed 
Parliament  did  not  arise  out  of  the  affairs  of  England  or  Scotland.  Their 
financial  measures  were  not  very  strong ;  they  were  compromises,  for  the 
most  part,  of  large  demands  for  the  abolition  of  taxes,  made  by  the  indepen* 
dent  members  of  the  Eeform  party.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for 
example,  thought  the  tax  upon  newspapers  a  bad  tax,  but  he  did  not  con- 
sider its  repeal  would  confer  a  benefit  equivalent  to  the  loss  the  revenue 
would  sustain.  He  would  reduce  the  duty  on  advertisements;  he  would 
repeal  the  taxes  on  particular  classes  of  servants,  such  as  shopmen  and 
bailiffs;  he  would  reduce  the  duties  on  soap;  altogether  he  would  afford 
relief  to  the  amount  of  more  than  a  million  and  a  quarter.  This  peddling 
mode  of  looking  at  the  operation  of  taxes  long  continued  to   prevail,  for 

•  Hanftard,  yo\,  xyi,  col.  95. 
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neither  the  legislature  nor  the  people  jet  understood  that  the  most  oppres- 
sive of  all  taxation  was  that  which  interfered  with  the  free  march  of 
industry ;  that  any  partial  reduction,  without  sweeping  away  the  fiscal  re- 
gulations which  hampered  the  operations  of  commerce  or  manufactures,  was 
comparatiyely  worthless.  A  motion  was  made,  on  the  26th  of  March,  by 
Mr.  George  Bobinson,  for  a  Select  Committee  to  revise  the  existing  system 
of  taxation  with  a  view  to  the  repeal  of  those  burdens  which  pressed  most 
heavily  upon  productive  industry,  and  to  substitute  an  equitable  tax  on  pro- 
perty in  lieu  thereof.  The  motion,  opposed  by  the  government,  was  negatived. 
One  of  the  objects  contemplated  by  a  certain  dass  of  reformers  was  the  re- 
turn to  a  paper  currency,  they  contending  that  the  distress  of  the  country — 
a  distress  which  was  always  assumed  rather  than  proved — was  produced  by 
our  existing  monetary  system.  Mr.  Attwood,  the  member  for  Birmingham, 
moved  for  a  Select  Committee  on  this  subject  on  the  22nd  of  April,  and 
after  a  debate  of  three  nights,  an  Amendment  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer was  carried  by  a  very  large  majority.  Connected  with  this  intricate 
subject,  which  of  all  others  demanded  tbe  calmest  consideration,  was  a  violent 
motion  of  Mr.  Cobbett  on  the  16th  of  May,  calling  for  an  address  praying 
his  majesty  to  dismiss  sir  Bobert  Peel  from  the  Privy  Council,  as  the  author 
of  the  Currency  Bill  of  1819.  The  debate  upon  a  proposition  so  utterly 
unreasonable  and  absurd  was  remarkable  for  a  speech  of  sir  Bobert  Peel,  in 
which,  replying  to  the  taunts  of  his  present  assailant  and  of  others,  that  he 
was  the  son  of  a  cotton  weaver,  he  said — "  they  taunted  him  with  the  ob- 
scurity of  his  birth,  as  if  they  were  themselves  the  descendants  of  the  Cour- 

tenays  and  the  Montmorencies So  ffur  from  that  taunt  causing  him 

any  shame,  he  felt  only  proud."  Cobbett,  in  rising  to  reply,  was  received 
with  the  strongest  manifestations  of  disapprobation.  Upon  the  division  on 
bis  motion  the  ayes  were  four,  the  noes  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 
Lord  Althorp  then  proposed  that  the  resolution  should  not  be  entered  on  the 
minutes.  The  Speaker  explained  that  every  proposition  is  entered  upon 
the  minutes  the  moment  it  is  moved  and  seconded,  and  that  therefore  he 
must  put  the  question,  "  that  the  proceedings  be  expunged."  The  House 
divided,  ayes,  two  hundred  and  ninety-five ;  noes,  four.  There  were  two 
Irish  members  who  voted  with  the  minority.  We  record  this  to  notice  the 
mode  in  which  a  member  of  parliament,  whether  Irish,  English,  or  Scotch, 
not  absolutely  devoid  of  the  commonest  principles  of  honesty,  may  be  led  by 
the  violence  of  partisanship  into  a  really  dishonest  action.  Mr.  John 
O'Connell  says, ''  I  was  one  of  four  unfortunates  who,  amid  the  laughter  and 
jeers  of  the  House,  went  out  in  favour  of  the  motion  when  the  division  came. 
I  did  so,  not  for  Cobbett's  reasons  but  my  own — namely,  the  mischiefs  done 
to  Ireland  by  the  object  of  his  wrath."  *  The  government  was'  not  less 
successful  in  supporting  a  measure  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  relief 
of  the  Jews  from  civil  disabilities.  That  Bill,  however,  was  lost  in  the  Upper 
House.  The  Lord,  Chancellor  was  unsuccessful  in  carrying  a  Bill  for  estab- 
lishing Courts  of  Local  Jurisdiction  in  certain  parts  of  the  kingdom.  It  was 
introduced  by  him  on  the  28th  of  March.  In  the  debate  on  the  24th  of 
June  it  was  opposed  by  all  the  law  lords.     They  were  most  probably  moved 
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thereto  by  lord  Eldon,  who  denounced  it  as  <'  a  most  abominable  Law  Bill  of 
the  Chancellor's,  one  of  the  most  objectionable  I  haye  ever  seen  proposed  to 
parliament.'*  *  The  Bill  was  finally  negatived  by  134  to  122.  In  these 
minor  questions  success  or  defeat  was  not  important  to  the  stability  of  the 
government.  The  great  questions  of  the  session  which  followed  the  Irish 
Coercion  Bill  involved  a  real  trial  of  strength. 

The  King,  in  his  speech,  in  calling  attention  to  the  state  of  the  Church, 
and  more  particularly  to  the  Church  of  Ireland,  foreshadowed  a  contest  that 
would  last  through  his  own  reign  and  not  be  perfectly  settled  in  another  reign. 
Within  a  week  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  alter  and  amend  the  laws 
relative  to  the  Church  Establishment  in  Ireland.  On  the  11th  of  March  the 
bill  was  read  a  first  time.  It  was  brought  forward  during  the  heat  <^  the 
debates  on  the  biU  for  the  repression  of  Irish  disturbances.  This  bill  for  the 
reform  of  the  Irish  Church  was  considered  by  the  ministers  to  be  ^  a  healing 
measure,"  necessary  to  be  immediately  passed.  There  were  various  delays 
which  prevented  the  preliminary  resolutions  being  debated  till  the  2nd  of 
April.  The  details  of  the  measure  of  reform  thus  contemplated  may  be  very 
briefly  stated.  The  total  revenues  of  the  Irish  Church  were  about  £800,000 
per  annum.  Upon  these  it  was  intended,  after  abolishing  first-fruits,  to 
impose  a  tax,  varying  according  to  the  value  of  livings  and  bishoprics,  exempt* 
ing,  however,  all  livings  under  £200  per  annum.  The  sum  thus  obtained  was 
to  be  applied  under  Commissioners  to  the  abolition  of  church-cess,  the 
augmentation  of  poor  livings,  and  the  building  of  glebe-houaes.  Deans  and 
chapters  were  to  be  abolished  wherever  they  were  unconnected  with  the 
cure  of  souls,  and  ten  bishoprics  were  to  be  merged  in  those  that  were  to  be 
preserved.  If  by  the  Act  to  be  introduced  any  new  value  not  properly 
belonging  to  the  Church  should  be  obtained,  especially  from  the  large  increase 
that  might  be  expected  from  letting  episcopal  lands,  that  value,  estimated  at 
three  millions,  should  be  appropriated  to  the  exigencies  of  the  State.  In  the 
passage  of  the  bill  through  the  House  Mr.  Stanley  resisted  this  appropriation, 
as  an  alienation  of  Church  property,  and  proposed  that  it  should  be  paid  into 
the  hands  of  ecclesiastical  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  Act.  This 
alteration  was  stigmatised  by  Mr.  O'Colinell  as  the  basest  act  which  a  national 
assembly  could  sanction.  It  was  however  carried  by  a  large  majority.  The 
BiU  fimdly  passed  in  the  Commons  by  a  majority  of  a  hundred  and  eighty. 
The  second  reading  was  debated  in  the  House  of  Lords  for  three  nights,  and 
was  carried  by  a  hundred  and  fifty-seven  votes  against  ninety-eight.  In  the 
Committee  earl  Grey  was  defeated  by  a  majority  of  two  upon  an  important 
clause,  upon  which  the  Committee  was  adjourned, — a  movement  which  looked 
like  an  intimation  that  ministers  might  resign  if  the  bill  were  not  carried  in 
its  integrity.  This  and  other  amendments  were,  however,  submitted  to,  and 
the  bill  passed  on  the  30fch  of  July.  The  Commons  agreed  to  the  Amend- 
ments, and  Mr.  O'Connell,  declaring  that  the  Lords  had  not  made  the  bill 
much  worse  than  they  found  it,  said  that  he  received  it  only  "  as  an  instalment 
of  a  debt  due  to  Ireland.'*  There  were  at  that  time,  as  there  still  continue 
to  be,  many  sted&st  friends  of  the  English  Established  Church  who  thought 

•  Twiss,  vol.  iii.  p.  201. 
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that  thia  bill  was  reaUj-  only  an  instalment  of  some  healing  measure  that 
would  make  the  Irish  Church  cease  to  be  a  danger  and  a  reproach.  There 
were  many  who  thought,  as  Mr.  Maeaulay  thought  in  1846,  when  he  said  in 
Parliament,  "  I  am  prepared  to  support  my  opinion  that  of  all  the  institutions 
now  existing  in  the  civilized  world,  the  Established  Church  of  Ireland  is  the 
most  absurd."  On  the  other  hand,  tEere  were  many  who  supported  the 
exclusively  endowed  Church  of  a  minority,  not  only  in  the  conscientious 
behef  that  its  revenues  ought  not  to  be  applied  to  secular  purposes,  but  in  the 
sanguine  hope  that,  by  preserving  it  in  its  integrity,  it  would  remiaina  refuge 
and  a  bulwark  until  by  the  progress  of  enlightenment  it  might  grow  into  a 
National  Church  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  term.  Thirty  years  have  seen  very 
slight  approach  to  the  realization  of  this  hope. 

It  is  refreshing  to  escape  out  of  the  region  of  party  violence  and  personal 
imimosity,  to  behold  the  legislature  applying  itself  to  the  cahn  consideration 
of  the  best  way  to  accomplish  a  righteous  act  of  justice  and  mercy,  of  which 
the  first  condition  of  its  accomplishment  was  that  the  country  should  make  a 
great  pecuniary  sacrifice.  In  1823  Mr.  Canning  had  proposed  that  decisive 
measures  should  be  taken  for  producing  such  a  progressive  improvement  in 
the  character  of  the  slave  population  by  the  amelioration  of  their  condition  as 
would  prepare  them  for  a  participation  in  civil  rights  and  liberties.  •  In  1832 
lord  Althorp  on  the  part  of  the  government,  in  reply  to  a  motion  by  Mr.  T. 
Fowell  Buxton  for  a  Select  Cominittee  to  prepare  for  the  extmction  of  slavery 
in  the  British  dominions  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  moved  an  amend- 
ment which  was  essentially  a  repetition  of  the  resolution  of  1823.  For  nine 
years  no  sensible  effects  had  been  produced  by  that  resolution.  It  was  a 
friendly  warning  to  the  Colonists,  but  it  was  unheeded  by  all  the  Colonial 
legislatures,  with  the  exception  of  some  very  slight  improvements  affecting  the 
physical  condition  of  the  slaves,  which  they  did  not  resist.  Lord  Althorp 
would  not  pledge  himself  to  any  immediate  abolition  of  Slavery,  because  he 
did  not  think  that  the  slave  population  was  in  a  condition  to  receive  that  boon 
beneficially  for  themselves.  The  pacific  emancipation  of  great  multitudes  in 
slavery  had  been  held  by  Mackintosh,  as  we  have  seen,  as  a  problem  so 
arduous  as  to  perplex  and  almost  silence  the  reason  of  man.t  Ten  years  after 
his  emphatic  declaration  the  government  boldly  proposed  to  the  Seformed 
Parliament,  not  a  compromise  which  might  again  postpone  the  decision  of  this 
question  for  another  ten  years,  but  a  comprehensive  and  final  measure.  To 
the  principle  of  this  propossl  there  was  scarcely  any  opposition ;  its  details 
were  considered  in  the  spirit  of  a  dignified  liberality,  worthy  of  a  great  nation 
preparing  to  do  a  great  act.  On  the  14th  of  May  Mr.  Stanley,  the  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies,  proposed  five  resolutions  in  a  Committer  of  the  House  of 
C^ommons.  The  first  declared—'*  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  that 
immediate  and  effectual  measures  be  taken  for  the  entire  abolition  of  Slavery 
throughout  the  Colonies,  under  such  provisions  for  regulating  the  condition 
of  the  negroes  as  may  combine  their  welfare  with  the  interests  of  the  proprie- 
tors." The  subsequent  four  resolutions  were  in  substance  as  follows :  2,  any 
children  who  should  be  under  six  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  passing  an  Act 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  were  to  be  declared  free :  3,  all  persons  now 


*  Ante,  p.  193.  t  AiUe,  p.  194. 
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slaves  were  to  be  entitled  to  be  registered  as  apprenticed  labourers,  to  acquire 
thereby  all  rights  of  freedom,  under  the  restriction  of  labouring  for  their 
present  owners  for  a  time  to  be  fixed  by  parliament :  4,  to  afford  compensation 
to  proprietors  against  a  risk  of  loss  by  the  abolition  of  slavery :  5,  to  defray 
any  expense  in  establishing  an  efELcient  stipendiary  magistracy,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  assisting  the  local  legislature^  in  providing  for  the  religious  and  moral 
education  of  the  negro  population.*  In  the  introduction  of  this  measure  Mr. 
Stanley  adverted  to  the  heavy  responsibility  which  devolved  upon  him.  The 
interests,  the  comforts,  the  prosperity,  perhaps  the  very  existence,  of  a  large 
population  in  the  West  India  Colonies  hung  upon  the  decision  of  those 
resolutions  which  he  would  have  to  submit — ^the  generations  yet  unborn  were 
to  be  affected  for  good  or  for  evil  by  the  course  which  the  House  might  think 
proper  to  adopt :  *^  Nor  can  I  conceal  from  myself  or  from  this  House  the 
immense  influence  on  the  population  of  foreign  countries  which  must  arise 
from  the  result  of  the  mighty  experiment  which  we  now  propose  to  make."t 
The  resolutions  of  the  Committee  were  modified  in  one  or  two  points  of 
importance.  The  term  of  apprenticeship  for  the  field  slaves  was  reduced  from 
twelve  years  to  seven ;  for  the  house  slaves,  from  seven  years  to  five.  The  term 
for  the  expiration  of  slavery  was  subsequently  further  reduced.  It  was  originally 
proposed  to  make  a  loan  of  fifteen  millions  to  the  Colonial  proprietors.  Th^r 
acquiescence  in  the  measure  was  secured  by  a  positive  gift  of  twenty  millions. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  trace  the  progress  of  the  Bill  for  Negro  Emancipation 
through  the  two  Houses.  The  debates  were  not  of  great  length,  and  they 
exhibited  no  violence.  Even  the  proposed  grant,  the  interest  of  which  was 
to  be  defrayed  by  an  additional  tax  upon  sugar,  produced  little  remonstrance 
either  from  the  Parliament  or  the  people.  The  Bill  was  tead  a  second  time 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday  the  22nd  of  July  without  a  division. 
This  was  equivalent  to  the  measure  being  substantially  passed.  Three  days 
before,  William  Wilberforce  had  arrived  in  London  in  a  state  of  health  that 
precluded  all  hope.  The  last  time  he  spoke  in  Parliament  was  on  the  case  of 
the  Missionary  Smith,  on  the  1st  of  June,  1824.  His  biographers,  alluding  to 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  say,  "  The  last 
public  information  he  received  was,  that  his  country  was  willing  to  redeem 
itself  from  the  national  disgrace  at  any  sacrifice.  '  Thank  God,'  said  he,  '  that 
I  should  have  lived  to  witness  the  day  in  which  England  is  willing  to  give 
twenty  millions  sterling  for  the  abolition  of  Slavery.'  "  :|:  He  died  on  Monday, 
July  the  29th.  The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
the  7th  of  August.  On  the  25th  of  June  the  resolutions  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Lower  House  were  adopted  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Upon  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  lord  Brougham  said  that  the  measure  was  loudly  demanded 
by  the  all  but  unanimous  voice  of  the  people  of  England.  He  concluded  by 
saying,  that  after  the  exertions  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  it  was  no 
little  gratification  to  him,  and  no  little  consolation  for  many  disappointments 
and  disquietudes,  to  have  lived  to  see  thisgreat  and  good  work  brought  so  near  to 
a  consummation.§    The  bill  was  there  read  a  third  time  on  the  20th  of  August. 

•  Hansard,  toI.  XTii  coL  1230.  t  Ibid.,  col.  1194. 

t  **  Life  of  Wilberforce,"  by  his  Sons,  toI.  v.  p.  870.    By  a  mistsJce  of  the  biographers,  the 
bill  is  stated  to  have  been  read  a  second  time  on  Friday  the  26th. 

§  Hansard,  vol.  zz.  col.  625.  ^-^  I 
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GRie  freedom  of  the  negro  alayes  was  to  commence  under  the  system  of 
apprenticeship  on  the  Ist  of  August,  1834.  Many  had  dreaded  that  there 
would  he  insurrections  in  some  of  the  West  India  iahmds  during  the  interval 
hetween  slayerj  and  freedom.  There  was  no'^insurrection ;  little  turbulent 
manifestation  of  impatience.  Planter  and  slaye  had  equally  settled  into  a 
sober  preparation  for  their  future  condition.  There  is  a  most  interesting 
account  of  the  first  day  of  Emancipation  in  Antigua,  a  passage  of  which  we 
transcribe :  *^  The  first  of  August  came  on  Friday,  and  a  release  was  pro- 
chiimed  from  all  work  until  the  next  Monday.  The  day  was  chiefly  spent  by 
the  great  mass  of  negroes  in  the  churches  and  chapels.  Thither  they  flocked 
as  clouds,  and  as  doyes  to  their  windows.  The  clergy  and  missionaries 
throughout  the  island  were  actiyely  engaged,  seising  the  opportunity,  in  order 
to  enlighten  the  people  on  all  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  their  new 
situation,  and  above  all,  urging  them  to  the  attainment  of  that  higher  liberty 
with  which  Christ  maketh  his  children  free.  In  every  quarter  we  were 
assured  that  the  day  was  like  a  Sabbath.  Work  had  ceased;  the  hum  of 
business  was  still,  and  noise  and  tumult  were  unheard  in  the  streets.  Tran- 
quillity pervaded  the  towns  and  country.  A  Sabbath  indeed!  when  the 
wicked  ceased  from  troubling,  and  the  weary  were  at  rest,  and  the  slave  was 
freed  from  the  master !  The  planters  informed  us,  that  they  went  to  the 
chapels  where  their  own  people  were  assembled,  greeted  them,  shook  hands 
with  them,  and  exchanged  most  hearty  good  wishes."  * 

The  influence  on  the  population  of  foreign  countries,  to  which  Mr.  Stanley 
alluded,  was  intensely  felt  by  the  Abolitionists  of  the  United  States.  Dr. 
Gbanning, — one  of  the  most  earnest  of  this  band,  who  amidst  neglect, 
calumny,  and  ridicule,  have  by  perseverance  become  powerful  enough  to 
impart  a  moral  character  to  the  contest  of  the  Northern  States  against  the 
Southern, — delivered  an  address  at  Lenox  on  the  anniversary  of  Emancipa- 
tion in  the  British  West  Indies.  This  emancipation,  he  said,  "  whether 
viewed  in  itself,  or  in  its  immediate  results,  or  in  the  spirit  from  which  it 
grew,  JOT  in  the  light  of  hope  which  it  sheds  on  the  future,  deserves  to  be 
commemorated.  In  some  respects  it  stands  alone  in  human  history."  The 
eloquence  of  Dr.  Ghanning  had  for  its  especial  object  to  rouse  his  countrymen 
into  an  emulation  of  a  high  and  generous  deed,  effected  by  a  nation  which 
America,  as  well  as  other  nations,  had  been  too  ready  to  traduce  as.  given 
over  to  the  promptings  of  selfish  ambition.  There  were  passages  in  that 
address  which  appear  to  have  sunk  into  the  American  mind,  to  exhibit  their 
finiits  twenty  years  afterwards :  "  The  cause  had  nothing  to  rely  on  but  the 
spirit  of  the  English  people ;  and  that  people  did  respond  to  the  reasonings, 
pleadings,  rebukes  of  Christian  philanthropy,  as  nation  never  did  before. 
The  history  of  this  warfare  cannot  be  read  without  seeing,  that,  once  at  leasts 
a  great  nation  was  swayed  by  high  and  disinterested  principles.  Men  of  the 
world  deride  the  notion  of  influencing  human  affairs  by  any  but  selfish 
motives ;  and  it  is  a  melancholy  truth,  that  the  movements  of  nations  have 
done  much  to  confirm  the  darkest  views  of  human  nature.  What  a  track  of 
crime,  desolation,  war,  we  are  called  by  history  to  travel  over !    Still  history 

*  Thome  and  Eimbal],  '*  Emancipation  in  the  West  Indies,"  quoted  by  Dr.  Channing,  in  his 
Address  on  the  Ist  of  August,  1842. 
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is  lighted  up  by  great  names,  by  noble  deeds,  hf  patriots  and  martyrs ;  and 
especially  in  Emancipation,  we  see  a  great  nation,  putting  forth  its  power, 
and  making  great  sacrifices,  for  a  distant,  degraded  race  of  men,  who  bad  no 
claims  bat  those  of  wronged  and  suffering  humanity.*'  At  the  hour  at  which 
we  are  writing  on  this  great  historical  event,  and  considering  its  possible 
influence  on  foreign  nations,  there  arrives  a  telegram  from  New  York  of  the 
7th  of  March,  announcing  that  a  message  has  been  sent  by  President  Lincoln 
to  Congress,  urging  the  passing  of  a  Besolution  for  co-operation  with  the 
Slave  States,  by  means  of  pecuniary  aid  from  the  Federal  revenues  for  the 
gradual  emancipation  of  the  slaves.* 

We  mention  the  remarkable  fact  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  proposition  to  Congress, 
chiefly  to  point  out  that  the  suggestion  of  pecuniary  compensation  to  the 
Slaveowners  was  not  likely  to  be  received  by  the  planters  of  the  Southern 
States,  or  even  of  the  Border  States,  to  whom  it  seems  more  peculiarlj 
addressed,  with  any  conviction  that  the  position  of  the  proprietors  in  the 
British  West  Lidia  colonies  had  been  improved  by  the  emancipation  of  the 
slaves  a  quarter  of  a  century  before.  The  owners  of  four  millions  of  slaves 
have  constantly  alleged  that  the  British  government,  by  converting  seven 
hundred  thousand  slaves  into  free  labourers,  had  destroyed  the  prosperity  of 
their  West  India  colonies  by  practically  repealing  the  divine  law  that  all  men 
must  work, — ^that  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow  every  man  should  eat  his  bread. 
They  have  pointed  especially  to  the  largest  and  most  fertile  of  the  British 
West  Lidia  islands — Jamaica — and  they  have  maintained  that  firom  the 
1st  of  August,  1884,  may  be  dated  the  ruin  of  its  towns,  the  desoktion  of 
its  cane-flelds,  the  bankruptcy  of  its  sugar  growers.  The  emancipated  negro, 
they  affirmed,  will  not  work.  Such  a  consequence  was  indeed  foretold  during 
the  debates  on  the  Abolition  Bill.  It  was  said  that  of  Jamaica  two-thirds 
were  wood  and  bush — ^by  bush  being  meant,  not  unproHfic  bat  uncultivated 
ground ; — that  it  abounded  in  means  of  support ;  that  the  rivers  teemed  with 
fish ;  that  the  negroes  possessed  abundance  of  swine  and  poultry.  Their 
numbers  were  too  few  to  produce  a  competition  for  land ;  they  wotdd  obtain 
it  at  a  nominal  rent,  or  become  squatters.  Would  not  the  free  labourers,  it 
was  asked,  rather  cultivate  the  soil  on  their  own  account  than  work  for 
wages.  These  were  the  opinions  of  the  earl  of  Belmore.f  The  duke  of 
Wellington  held  that  it  was  absurd  to  expect  that  the  negroes  in  such  a 
climate  as  that  of  the  West  Indies  would  work  as*  regular  agriculturii^ 
unless  they  were  obliged  to  work.:(  To  this  argument  lord  Brougham 
answered,  that  if  it  were  the  nature  of  the  negro,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, to  find  a  delight  in  cultivating  his  ground  after  his  day's  work  waa 
at  an  end,  surely  he  would  not  so  alter  his  nature  as  to  refuse  voluntary  work 
when  this  new  arrangement  came  into  operation.§  In  too  many  cases  the 
negro  did  refuse  to  work  at  the  especial  business  of  sugar  cultivation,  to 
which  he  had  formerly  been  driven  by  the  fear  of  the  whip.  Upon  the 
growers  of  sugar-canes,  who  combined  the  business  of  the  cultivator  with 
that  of  the  manufacturer  in  producing  rum  and  sugar,  the  Emancipation  Ac^ 

♦  "Times,"  Maroh  20,  1862. 
t  Hansard,  yoL  xx.  coL  511. 
i  Ihid.,  col.  618. 
§  IHd.,  col.  622. 
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e^peciallj  in  Jamaica,  came  like  a  destroying  blight.  It  was  Bot  a  sudden 
uprooting  of  the  solid  foundations  of  a  real  prosperity,  for  every  estate  was 
encumbered,  and  every  planter  embarrassed ;  but  it  destroyed  the  system 
which  had  still  enabled  the  proprietors  profitably  to  supply  the  markets  with 
their  produce  by  compelling  the  greatest  amount  of  work  at  the  smallest 
pay  out  of  the  slave  population.  When  hired  labour  became  dear,  or 
impossible  to  be  procured  at  all, — when  a  white  or  coloured  population  could 
not  labour  with  the  physical  energy  of  the  black  under  a  tropical  sun, — 
there  came  insolvency,  forced  sales  of  estates,  amazing  reduction  in  the  value 
of  all  property,  &milie8  connected  with  West  Indian  interests  reduced  from 
opulence  to  poverty. 

Ten  years  after  the  Emancipation,  whilst  Exeter  Hall  still  boldly  main- 
tained the  unmiied  good  of  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  there  were  writers  and 
speakers  who  denounced  the  eloquence  of  Exeter  Hall  as  ''  rose-pink  senti- 
mentalism."  Those  who  in  1833  dreaded  that  the  negro  would  not  work, 
were  too  true  prophets  of  a  certain  amount  of  evil.  Whilst  lord  Brougham 
and  others  had  believed  that  the  ordinary  laws  of  demand  and  supply  would 
operate  upon  the  freed  negro,  the  experience  of  a  considerable  period  had 
shown,  it  was  thus  quaintly  alleged,  that  they  had  not  so  operated :  ^'  The 
West  Indies,  it  appears,  are  short  of  labour ;  as,  indeed,  is  very  conceivable 
in  those  circumstuices.  When  a  black  man,  by  working  about  half  an  hour 
a  day  (such  is  the  calculation),  can  supply  himself,  by  aid  of  sun  and  soil, 
with  as  much  pumpkin  as  will  suffice,  he  is  likely  to  be  a  little  stiff  to  raise 
into  hard  work !  Supply  and  demand,  which,  science  says,  should  be  brought 
to  bear  on  him,  have  an  uphill  task  of  it  with  such  a  man.  Strong  sun  sup- 
lies  itself  gratis,  rich  soil  in  those  unpeopled  or  half-peopled  regions  almost 
gratis ;  these  are  his  *  supply,'  and  half  an  hour  a  day,  directed  upon  these, 
will  produce  pumpkin,  which  is  his  '  demand.'  The  fortunate  Black  man, 
very  swiftly  does  he  settle  hU  account  with  supply  and  demand : — not  so 
swiiUy  the  less  fortunate  White  man  of  those  tropical  localities.  A  bad  case 
his,  just  now.  He  himself  cannot  work ;  and  his  black  neighbour,  rich  in 
pumpkin,  is  in  no  haste  to  help  him."*  Ten  years  roll  on,  and  still  the  Black 
man  "  can  listen  to  the  less  fortunate  White  man's  demand,  and  take  his  own 
time  in  supplying  it.",t  One  amongst  the  ablest  of  recent  authors  goes  to 
the  West  Indies,  in  1859,  and  describes,  in  Jamaica,  the  negro  "  lying  at  his 
ease  under  his  cotton-tree,  and  declining  to  woric  after  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  '  No,  tankee,  Massa,  me  tired  now.  Me  no  want  more  money.'  "  % 
The  first  desire^  says  Mr.  Trollope,  of  man  in  a  state  of  civilization  is  for 
property.  ^'The  negro  has  no  such  desire."  What  is  to  be  done?  Eng- 
lishmen, whether  prompted  or  not  by  Exeter  Hall,  will  not  assent  to  the  doc 
trine,  to  say  nothing  of  the  difficulty  of  its  enforcement,  ^'  that  no  Black  man 
who  will  not  work  according  to  what  ability  the  gods  have  given  him  for 
working,  has  the  smallest  right  to  eat  pumpkin,  or  to  any  fraction  of  land  that 
will  grow  pumpkin,  however  plentiful  such  land  may  be ;  but  has  an  indisput- 
able and  perpetual  right  to  be  compelled,  by  the  real  proprietors  of  said  land, 

♦  CSwrlylfl^  "Utter-Day  Pamphlets :  The  Nigger  Question;"  first  published  in  1849. 
+  Ibid. 

*  Anthony  Trollope,  "  The  West  Indies,"  p.  64. 
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to  do  competent  work  for  his  liying."*    The  trayeller  through  Jamaica  may 
ride  on  for  days  and  only  see  a  ''  cane-piece"  here  and  there ;    but  very 
frequently  on  the  roadside  are  to  be  seen  the  pleasant  gardens  or  provision- 
grounds  of  the  negroes.    In  these  are  cocoa  trees,  bread-fruit  trees,  oranges, 
mangoes,  limes,  plantains,  and  other  tall  food-producing  plants.    The  yam  is 
there  in  great  profusion,  with  a  score  of  other  edibles.    "  Then  one  sees  also 
in  these  proTision-grounds,  patches  of  coffee,  and  arrow-root,  and  occasionally 
also  patches  of  Bugar-cane."t     So  the  black  man,  then,  is  not  altogether  idle. 
He  has  not  wholly  gone  back  in  his  free  condition  to  a  state  of  unciyilizatiou. 
His  oranges,  and  his  bread-fruit,  and  his  yam,  will  grow  with  little  labour. 
Having  these  he  does  not  care  for  the  half-crown  a-day  which  he  would  be 
paid  for  digging  cane-holes.    Whilst  in  Jamaica  there  are  eleven  acres  of  land 
to  one  man,  and  that  land  will  yield  subsisfcence  for  scraping  it,  it  is  difficult 
to  say  how  any  new  competition  of  free  labourers  could  change  the  habits  of 
the  negro.    The  case  is  essentially  different  in  Barbadoes,  where  there  is  no 
unoccupied  land.    This  little  island  is  fully  peopled  with  negroes,  and  every 
negro  works  as  a  free  labourer  in  the  cane-fields  or  the  mills,  without  hesitat- 
ing to  work  after  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning.    The  exportation  of  sugar  from 
that  island  has  been  more  than  doubled  since  the  Emancipation.    In  some 
islands,  such  as  St.  Vincent,  the  exportation  of  sugar  has  declined  one-half. 
But  the  exportation  of  arrow-root  has  increased  twenty-fold.  In  other  islands 
immigrations  of  coolies  have  supplied  the  labour  which  the  negro  reluctantly 
performs.     It  has  not  displaced  his  labour,  but  has  left  him  to  the  lazy  but 
not  wholly  improvident  enjoyment  of  his  own  provision-ground.  The  changes 
in  the  political  circumstances  of  the  world  hold  out  to  the  West  India  pro- 
prietors some  cultivation  of  equal  importance  with  that  of  the  sugar-cane. 
Some  islands  grow  cotton,  and  they  probably  will  grow  much  more.     Whilst 
there  is  lamentation,  and  no  doubt  justly,  over  the  reverses  of  the  planters 
in  particular  islands  or  districts,  it  is  stoutly  maintained  that  the  colonies 
generally  are  flourishing.    It  is  universally  maintained  that  the  negro  is  pros- 
pering.^   This  condition  of  things,  after  a  quarter  of  a  century's  experience, 
is  perhaps  as  satisfactory  as  could  reasonably  be  expected.    It  is  fiir  more 
satisfactory  than  a  persistence  in  the  sin  of  slavery  would  haye  been.    Most 
truly  is  it  said  by  Mr.  Trollope,  that  **  the  discontinuance  of  a  sin  is  always 
the  commencement  of  a  struggle."    Whether  with  the  notable  fact  that  "  the 
black  African  alone  of  wild  men  can  live  among  men  civilized,*' §  he  will 
refuse  to  accommodate  himself  to  the  customary  labours  of  civilization 
amongst  the  whites,  is  a  problem  not  to  be  solved  where  the  rich  lands  are  so 
abundant  that  they  yield  no  rent,  for  the  inferior  lands  remain  uncultivated. 
If  this  law  of  political  economy  be  true,  the  time  may  not  be  very  distant 
when  the  negro  will  cease  to  despise  property,  and  not  having   land    for 
nothing,  will  not  continue  to  sit  ^^up  to  the  ears  in  pumpkins,  imbibing 
sweet  pulps  and  juices."     However  that  may  be,  the  question  of  slavery  or 
no  slavery  was  not^a  question  of  imports  and  exports.    The  conscience  of 

♦  "  Latter-Day  Pamphlets." 
t  Trollope,  p.  28. 

$  See  *  *  The  Ordeal  of  Free-Labour  in  the  British  West  Indies,**  by  W.  G.  Sewell  (a  OaaadiiD); 
also  in  *<  Edinburgh  Beview,"  for  January  1862,  an  article  on  Mr.  SeveU's  book. 
$  Carlyle. 
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England  could  not  rest  happy  under  the  load  of  injustice,  and  she  at  once 
threw  off  the  burthen  and  the  shame. 

Whilst  the  British  legislature  was  decreeing  that  within  a  few  years  no 
slave  should  exist  in  the  empire,  and  was  providing  as  far  as  it  could  for  the 
moral  and  religious  education  of  children  who  would  instantly  became  free,  a 
beginning  was  made  in  the  reformation  of  a  crying  evil  which,  however,  was 
surrounded  with  difficulties  almost  as  great  as  those  of  negro  emancipation. 
The  condition  of  children  in  our  Factories  had  long  been  one  of  neglected 
education,  of  excessive  labour,  producing  together  the  miserable  effect  of 
stunted  intellects  and  diseased  bodies.     On  the  day  when  Mr.  Stanley  intro- 
duced his  Bill  for  the  abolition  of  STegro  Slavery,  lord  Ashley  moved  that  the 
house  should  go  into  a  Committee  on  the  Factories  Bill,— a  Bill  not  only  to 
prevent  the  overworking  of  children  in  factories ;  but  to  limit  the  hours  of 
adult  labour.    The  government  proposed  by  lord  Althorp  to  refer  the  bill  to 
a  Select  Committee.    A  Commission  had  been  appointed  in  a  previoiis  Session 
with  a  view  to  obtain  information,  and  it  would  be  inconsistent  to  legislate 
without  having  had  time  to  read  their  Beport,  and  the  voluminous  evidence 
which  it  contained.    He  contended  that  the  effect  of  reducing  the  hours  of 
labour  might  increase  the  power  of  foreigners  to  compete  in  the  British 
market;  thus  causing  the  decline  of  the  manufactaring  interests  of  the 
country,  and  producing  misery  among  the  manufacturing  population.     He 
desired  to  see  the  insertion  of  a  clause  in  the  Bill,  by  which  protection  to 
children  properly  so  called  would  be  increased,  whilst  adults  should  be  left 
unshackled  and  imrestricted.    He  moved  that  the  Bill  should  be  referred  to 
a  Select  Committee,  to  whom  it  should  be  an  instruction  to  make  provision, 
1st,  .that  no  child  who  had  not  entered    upon  its  fourteenth  year  should 
labour  more  than  eight  hours  a-day ;   2ndly,  for  securing  opportunities  of 
educating  the  children  during  the  times  they  were  not  employed ;  and  Srdly, 
that  a  system  of  inspection  be  enforced  throughout  the  factories  so  as  to 
ensure  the  execution  of  the  above  provisions.    The  amendment  of  lord 
Althorp  was  opposed,  not  without  considerable  heat,  upon  the  ground  that 
delay  would  be  caused  if  the  matter  were  referred  to  a  Select  Committee ; 
and  that  the  protection  should  extend  beyond  those  under  the  age  of  four- 
teen.   The  plea  for  instant  legislation  was  one  of  the  frequent  manifestations 
that  philanthropy  too  often  exhibits  of  an  infantine  impatience  for  the  cure 
of  a  malady,  without  stopping  to  consider  the  greater  derangements  of 
society  which  a  sudden  and  strong  remedy  might  induce.    The  proposition  of 
the  government  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  twenty-three.    The  Bill  went 
into  Committee;  when  lord  Ashley  proposed  to  limit  the  labour  in  factories 
to  ten  hours  daily  till  the  employed  were   eighteen  years  of  age.    Lord 
Althorp  moved  as  an   amendment  that  the  hours  of  daily  work  should  be 
limited  to  eight  until  children  should  attain  the  age  of  fourteen.    The  Com- 
mittee divided  against  the  proposal  of  eighteen  years,  rejecting  it  by  a  majority 
of  a  hundred  and  forty-five.    Lord  Ashley,  finding,  he  said,  that  the  noble 
lord  had  completely  defeated  him,  surrendered  the  Bill  into  his  hands.    The 
Bill,  whose  operations  were  to  commence  on  the  1st  of   January,  183.4, 
provided  regulations  for  the  employment  of  children  which  were  to  come 
into  gradual  operation.    School  attendance  was  to  be  cared  for,  and  medical 
superintendence  was  directed.    Four  Factory  Commissioners  were  appointed 
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to  WBieh  over  the  operation  of  the  Act.  This  first  attempt  at  l^islation  upon 
a  great  social  question  was  matenall j  amended  by  the  statute  of  the  present 
Queen  (7  Vict.  c.  15.) 

There  were  two  other  great  questions  before  the  parliament  of  1833, 
which  neoessarilj  inyolved  changes  of  system,  by  some  accounted  dangerous, 
by  most  received  as  an  absolute  necessity  concurrent  with  the  progress  of 
society.  One  of  these  was  the  renewal  of  the  Bank  Charter,  which  would 
expire  upon  a  year's  notice  after  the  1st  of  August,  1833.  A  Secret  Com- 
mittee  had  been  appointed  in  May,  1832.  Its  Beport,  presented  in  August 
of  that  year,  was  printed,  and  the  transactions  of  the  great  Corporation  would 
no  longer  be  secret.  A  new  Charter  was  granted,  for  a  limited  period,  by  an 
Act  which  received  the  royal  assent  on  the  29th  of  August,  1833.  The  exclu- 
sive privileges  of  the  Governor  and  Company  were  to  end  upon  one  year's 
notice  given  at  the  end  of  ten  yeara  after  August,  1834.  All  other  banks 
having  more  than  six  partnen  were  restricted  firom  issuing  notes  or  biUs 
within  sixty-five  miles  of  London.  The  notes  of  the  Bank  and  of  its 
branches  were  to  be  a  legal  tender,  except  at  the  Bank  and  its  branches. 
Weekly  return^  of  bullion,  and  of  notes  in  circulation,  were  to  besent  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  order  to  publication  in  the  London  Gazette. 
These  were  the  more  important  provisions  of  the  Act.  In  another  ten  yeara 
the  constitution  of  the  Bank  was  necessarily  remodelled. 

The  charter  of  the  East  India  Company  had  been  renewed  for  twenty  years 
in  1813,  during  which  term  they  were  to  retain  the  exclusive  trade  to  China. 
The  trade  to  India  was  partially  thrown  open.  In  the  session  of  1833,  the 
success  even  of  the  limited  experiment  of  private  trade  had  sufficiently  shown, 
that  if  British  commercial  intercourae  with  India  should  be  freed  from  the 
restrictions  that  still  pressed  upon  it,  and  that  if  China  could  be  opened  to 
general  enterprise,  a  vast  market  would  be  created  for  our  produce  and  manu- 
fiM^ures.  The  charter  was  in  1833  renewed  for  twenty  years.  The  territorial 
government  of  India  was  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Company.  Its  exist- 
ence as  a  commercial  body  was  to  be  wound  up  after  the  22nd  of  April,  1834. 
All  the  regulations  wliich  interfered  with  the  free  admission  of  Europeans  to 
India,  and  their  free  residence  there,  were  to  cease.  The  government  of  India 
was  to  be  in  a  Governor-General  and  Councillora.  A  Law  Commission  was  to 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  jurisdiction  of  existing  courts  of  justice  and 
the  operation  of  the  laws.  No  native,  nor  any  natural-bom  subject  of  the 
King  resident  in  India,  should  be  disabled  from  holding  office  on  account  of 
his  religion,  place  of  birth,  descent,  or  colour.  Slavery  was  to  be  mitigated, 
and  abolished  as  soon  as  practicable.  'We  shall  have  to  show,  in  a  future  view 
of  British  industry,  what  vast  results  were  accomplished  by  the  assertion  of 
the  principle  for  which  the  tradero  of  England  had  been  contending  for  gene- 
rations— that  monopolies  were  injurious  and  ought  to  be  abolished. 

In  the  present  chapter  we  have  considered  it  important  to  display,  at  some 
length,  the  vast  amount  of  work  of  the  highest  interest  which  was  effected 
in  the  firat  session  of  the  Seformed  Parliament.  The  prorogation  took  place 
on  the  29th  of  August.  There  was  no  exaggeration  in  the  boast  of  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons  when  he  thus  addressed  the  King  upon  his  throne : 
'^  Sire,  in  reviewing  our  laboura  of  the  last  seven  months,  it  may,  I  think,  be 
truly  said,  that  the  history  of  Parliament  will  not  furnish  a  Session  so  wholly 
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engrossed  and  overwhelmed  with  matters  so  various  and  so  difScult  in  their 
character,  and  so  deeply  important  to  the  vital  interests  of  the  empire,  as  this 
Session.*  We  have  seen  that  many  of  the  discussions  on  '^  matters  so  various 
and  so  difficult "  had  abiding  results ;  that  the  legislation  of  the  year  was  the 
commencement  of  a  succession  of  political  and  social  improvements  whose 
value  we  are  now  all  ready  to  acknowledge.  This  was  the  first  genial  seed- 
time, when  the  "  good  seed"  might  be  expected  to  fall  into  "  good  ground," 
and  "  bring  forth  fruit."  Nevertheless  men's  minds  were  much  divided  upon 
the  question  of  what  was  "  good  seed."  Such  division  effectually  prevented, 
during  this  season  of  hope,  as  it  has  prevented  for  many  succeeding  years, 
any  favourable  result  to  the  agitation  of  the  question  of  the  Ballot.  It  was 
a  subject  in  great  part  new  to  Parliament,  when,  in  1833,  Mr.  Grotemade 
this  question  his  own,  and  continued  for  six  years  to  maintain  his  conviction 
of  the  necessity  for  secret  voting,  with  that  temperate  judgment,  that  unob- 
trusive learniDg,  that  calm  philosophy,  which  subsequently  he  has  devoted 
with  rare  success  to  labours  probably  more  congenial  than  parliamentary 
excitement.  On  the  25th  of  April  he  moved,  ''  that  it  is  expedient  that  the 
votes  at  elections  for  members  of  Parliament  be  taken  by  way  of  ballot. "  The 
principle  of  the  Ballot  has  been  repeatedly  expounded  in  more  recent  times, 
but  never  with  greater  success  than  during  the  period  when  the  question  was 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Grote.  Year  after  year  he  gained  new  adherents  to  the 
principle.  He  had  one  hundred  and  six  supporters  in  1833 ;  he  had  two 
hundred  and  sixteen  in  1839.  Since  1848,  under  the  advocacy  of  Mr.  Henry 
Berkeley,  its  supporters  have  grown  fewer  and  fewer  every  year.  In  1848  it 
was  carried  by  a  small  majority.  *'  Such  reaction  of  opinion,"  it  has  been 
observed,  *' upon  a  popular  measure,  is  more  significant  of  ultimate  failure 
than  a  steady  position,  without  progress  indeed,  yet  without  reverses."  t 

*  Hansard,  vol.  xx.  col.  901. 

+  May—**  Constitutional  History,"  vol.  i.  p.  873. 
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Poor  Law  Amendment  Act — Commission  for  preliminary  inquiry — Commissioners*  Beport — 
Striking  instances  of  Parochial  Reform  at  Cookham  and  Sotfthwell— State  of  the  Sonthem' 
Agricnltnral  Counties — Of  the  Mahufacturing  Districts — Violent  opposition  to  the  measure 
— The  Bill  passed— Dehate  on  the  Repeal  of  the  Union  with  Ireland — Irish  Church — Resig- 
nations of  Mr.  Stanley  and  three  of  his  ooUeagues — Resignation  of  lord  Grey — The  Mel- 
bourne Administration — The  Budget — Prorogation — The  Qrey  Banquet  at  Edinburgh— 
The  Houses  of  Parliament  destroy^  by  fire. 

The  great  measure  of  the  Session  of  Parliament  for  1834  was  the  passing 
of  the  Act  for  ''  the  Amendment  and  better  Administration  of  the  Laws 
relating  to  the  Poor  in  England  and  Wales."  That  session  was  opened  on  the 
4th  of  Eebruaiy,  and  concluded  on  the  15th  of  August.  The  Speaker,  in  his 
Address  to  tbe  King  on  the  day  of  prorogation,  said,  that  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Bill  had  almost  from  the  commencement  to  the  close  of  the  session 
occupied  the  unwearied  attention  of  the  Commons.  It  was  impossible,  he 
continued,  for  them  to  approach  a  subject  of  such  infinite  delicacy  and  such 
immense  importance  '^  without  much  of  apprehension,  and,  he  might  say, 
much  of  alarm."  It  was  several  years  before  the  apprehension  and  alarm 
passed  away ;  before  the  hope  of  the  Speaker  could  be  generally  entertained, 
*^  that  its  benefits  will  be  as  lasting  as  they  will  be  grateful  to  all  ranks  and 
classes  of  society."  The  Bill  was  brought  in  by  lord  Althorp  on  the  17th  of 
April.  To  understand  the  scope  of  the  Parliamentary  proceedings,  we  must 
notice  with  some  detail  the  preliminary  steps  of  a  Commission  which  was 
appointed  in  1832,  "  to  make  a  full  inquiry  into  the  practical  operation  of  the 
Poor  Laws,  and  into  the  manner  in  which  those  Laws  are  administered."  These 
Commissioners  were  also  charged  to  report  their  opinion  as  to  ''  what  improve- 
ments might  beneficially  be  made  in  these  laws,  and  in  the  manner  of  admi- 
nistering them."  This  Beport  was  signed  by  Charles  James  Blomfield,  bishop 
of  London  ;  John  Bird  Sumner,  bishop  of  Chester ;  and  by  Sturges  Bourne, 
Nassau  W.  Senior,  Henry  Bishop,  Henry  Qnwler,  W.  Coulson,  James  Traill, 
and  Edwin  Chadwick, — all  known  to  the  public  for  their  capacity  to  deal  with 
a  question  which  had  never  yet  been  approached  in  a  philosophical  and  coura- 
geous spirit  of  legislation. 

.  The  Beport  of  the  Commissioners,  dated  the  20th  of  February,  1834,  was 
preceded  by  the  publication  of  *^  Extracts  from  the  information  received," 
which  volume  was  addressed  to  viscount  Melbourne^  Secretary  of  State  for 
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the  Home  Department.  The  GommisBionera,  in  their  introdnctory  letter  to 
this  Tolume,  expressed  their  belief  that,  although  only  a  small  part  of  the 
evidence  which  they  were  preparing  to  report,  it  contained  more  information 
on  the  subject  to  which  it  related  than  had  ever  been  afforded  to  the  country. 
These  extracts  were  very  largely  circulated;  and  they  contributed  in  a 
remarkable  manner  to  the  estabUshment  of  the  principle  that  the  utmost 
publicity  and  the  freest  discussion  afford  the  best  security  for  an  erentual 
triumph  of  sound  statesmanship  over  popular  prejudice,  enabling  a  govern- 
ment resolutely  to  labour  for  the  removal  of  a  deeply-rooted  mischief — a  task 
whose  difficulties  might  have  appeared  almost  insurmountable  when  ''the 
inveterate  canker"  had  eaten  into  the  heart  of' the  largest  portion  of  the 
community. 

The  annual  amount  of  the  poor-rate  at  the  close  of  the  American  War  in 
1783  was  2,132,487/.    In  half  a  century,  that  is,  in  1833,  the  amount  had 
risen  to  8,606,501/.    The  population  of  England  and  Wales  in  the  first  period 
was  about  eight  millions ;  in  the  second  period  about  fourteen  millions.    The 
poor-rate  levy  had  increased  300  per  cent.;  the  population  had  increased 
about  75  per  cent.    Assuming  that  the  increase  of  taxation,  the  fluctuation 
of  the  currency,  and  other  disturbing  causes,  had  contributed  to  produce  this 
enormous  increase,  there  could  be  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  thinking  men,  that 
there  was  something  beyond  the  mere  pressure  of  the  times  which  had  long 
deranged  the  usual  relation  of  labour  and  wages,  and  had  produced,  amongst 
the  agricultural  labourers  especially,  a  reliance  upon  other  means  of  support 
than  their  own  industry  and  foresight.    There  had  been  several  successful 
experiments  of  a  parochial  struggle  against  the  mischievous  system,  which 
appea*  sd  to  be  rapidly  proceeding  to  a  consummation  which  would  be  equiva- 
lent to  the  whole  rental  of  the  country  being  swallowed  up,  not  by  poverty 
but  by  pauperism.    Two  or  three  remarkable  men  had  been  able  to  show,  in 
their  respective  localities,  that  a  consistent  assertion  of  a  principle  might 
arrest  the  evil  which  a  nation  d^lored,  but  of  which  few  could  see  the  way  to 
a  remedy.     Of  the  parish  of  Cookham,  in  Berkshire,  more  than  thirty  years 
before  the  passing  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Bill,  the  Bev.  Thomas 
Whateley  was  the  vicar.    Under  his  active  promotion  and  superintendence 
the  most  important  reforms  had  been  produced  in  an  agricultural  population, 
which,  in  common  with  the  populations  of  all  the  southern  counties,  had  sunk 
into  the  lowest  state  of  pauper  degradation.    "  The  moral  and  intellectual 
character  of  the  good  old  English  labourer,  who  in  former  times  had  boasted 
with  honest  pride  that  he  never  was  beholden  to  a  parish  officer,  was  destroyed 
altogether."  *    Upon  the  termination  of  Mr.  Whateley*s  pastoral  residence 
in  Cookham  for  forty  years,  his  parishioners  presented  him  with  a  service  of 
plate.     In  his  address  of  thanks  he  told  them,  that  they,  with  no  precedent  to 
refer  to,  no  authority  to  quote,  had  carried  into  active  operation  the  great 
principles  upon  which  the  new  Poor-Law  Amendment  Bill  was  founded.    The 
destruction  of  the  allowance  system  in  aid  of  wages  was  the  foremost  of  the 
principles  to  which  Mr.  Whateley  alluded.    You  have  effected,  he  said,  ^'  a 
saving  of  thirty  thousand  pounds  to  the  ratepayers ;  but  you  did  that  which 
was  worth  more  than  double  the  money — ^you  bettered  the  condition  while 


*  Mr.  WbateIe/8  Evidence. 
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you  improved  the  maimeni  and  morals  of  the  lower  orders  to  a  degree  that  is 
scarcely  credible.  .  .  .  Yoa  have  the  satisfiftction  of  having  placed  a  Bible 
in  jcvery  house,  blankets  upon  every  bed,  fuel  ujjon  every  fire,  clothes  upon 
every  back,  and  plenty  of  wholesome  food  in  every  pantry."  There  was 
another  great  principle  upon  which  the  Poor-Law  Amendment  Bill  was 
founded.  Southwell,  in  Nottinghamshire,  deserves  especial  mention  as  having 
been  the  parish  where,  with  the  humble  experience  of  an  overseer  of  the 
poor,  one  of  the  most  energetic,  clear-headed,  and  truly  benevolent  poor-law 
reformers  saw  clearly  what  great  effects  would  result  from  refusing  out-door 
relief  to  the  able-bodied  poor,  and  offering  the  workhouse  as  a  test  of  desti- 
tution. Mr.  NichoUs,  afterwards  sir  George  NichoUs,  in  1821  addressed  a 
series  of  letters  to  the  editor  of  the  "  Nottingham  Journal,"  which  were  sub- 
sequently collected  and  published  under  the  title  of  ''  Eight  Letters  on  the 
Poor-LawB,  by  an  Overseer."  In  the  parish  of  Southwell  at  that  time  there 
was  living,  under  the  shade  of  the  magnificent  collegiate  church,  a  pauper 
population  constantly  supported  in  their  demands  upon  the  rates  by  a  bench 
of  magistrates  assembled  weekly  in  petty  sessions.  There  was  a  paid  over- 
seer to  assist  the  ordinary  overseers ;  there  was  a  workhouse  maintained  at  a 
considerable  expense,  without  order  or  discipline,  which  had  become  the  resort 
of  the  idle  and  profligate  of  both  sexes.  Under  the  bench  of  magistrates  and 
the  paid  overseer  the  circle  of  pauperism  became  so  widened  as  to  embrace 
nearly  the  whole  labouring  population.  Self-reliance  and  provident  habits 
were  destroyed.  ''  In  youth  and  in  age,  in  sickness  and  in  health,  in  seasons 
of  abiindance  and  in  seasons  of  scarcity,  virith  low  prices  or  with  high  price?, 
the  parish  was  still  looked  to  and  relied  upon  as  an  unfailing  resource  to 
which  everyone  clung,  and  from  which  every  poor  man  considered  that  he  had  a 
right  to  obtain  the  supply  of  every  want,  even  although  such  want  was  caused 
by  his  own  indolence,  vice,  or  improvidence."*  The  remedy  for  this  evil  was 
effected  by  discontinuing  employment  by  the  parish ;  by  reiusing  allowances 
in  aid  of  wages ;  by  withholding  the  payment  of  rents  of  cottages ;  by  excusing 
none  from  paying  the  poor's-rate ;  by  establishmg  a  school  where  the  children 
of  labourers  burdened  with  large  families  might  be  fed  and  taught  during  the 
day ;  and  by  making  workhouse  relief  the  foundation  of  all  other  reforms. 
The  workhouse  principle  insured  the  non-acceptance  of  parish  relief  unless 
under  circumstances  of  actual  want;  such  want  being,  at  the  same  time, 
always  certain  of  finding  the  relief  of  which  it  stood  in  need.  By  these 
energetic  means,  the  expenditure  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  was  reducdt  from 
2,006Z.  in  1820-21  to  517/.  in  1823-24.  The  examples  of  Southwell,  and  of 
Bingham,  a  parish  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Trent,  "  were  therefore  of 
infinite  value  to  the  Commissioners,  on  whom  had  devolved  the  duty  of  deyis- 
ing  a  remedy  for  the  abuses  of  the  Poor-Laws ;  and  they  were  relied  upon 
accordingly  as  instances  of  substantial  reforms,  founded  upon  and  growing 
out  of  the  practical  application  of  a  principle  simple  and  effective,  and  that 
might  be  reasonably  expected,  wherever  it  was  adopted,  to  be  as  effective  as 
it  had  proved  in  the  case  of  these  two  parishes."  f 

*  '*  Statement  of  the  Proceedings  at  Soutiiwell,  drawn  up  hy  Mr.  ITicholla  in  1834,  at  the 
reqneBt  of  the  Inquiry  Commissioners. 

+  •<  History  of  the  EDglish  Poor  Law,"  by  &!•  George  NichoUs,  vol  U.  p.  250. 
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In  tbe  Beport  of  the  ComnuBflioiierB  of  Inquirj  the  workhduae  of  South* 
well  is  desoribed  as  odo  of  the  few  instanees  of  a  place  in  whick  the  aged 
and  impotent  are  maintained  in  comfort,  and  the  able-bodied  supported,  but 
under  auch  reatrietions  as  not  to  induce  them  to  prefer  it  to  a  life  of  inde- 
{>endent  labour.  Let  ua  compare  such  a  workhouse  system  with  that  which 
prerailed  in  parishes  where  the  great  ambition  of  the  managers  of  the  poor 
was  to  make  the  condition  of  the  pauper  infinitelj  superior  to  that  of  the  inde- 
pendent labourer.  Some  of  the  details  brought  to  light  by  the  Commission  of 
Inquiry  are  almost  too  ludicrous  to  be  readily  believed  by  those  of  the 
present  generation.  And  yet  no  one  who  had  experience  of  the  parish  busi- 
ness of  the  time  of  George  lY.  and  William  IV.  would  hesitate  to  admit 
their  correctness  to  the  fullest  extent.  Mr.  Chadwick  goes  to  the  parish  of 
St.  Lawrence,  Beading.  The  governor  of  tiie  workhouse  little  knew  the 
quality  of  tbe  gentleman  with  whom  he  had  to  deal.  Q.  "  What  description 
of  food  do  you  give  those  under  your  charge  P"  A.  '^  Oood  wholesome  victuala 
as  anybody  would  wish  to  taste.  You  shall  taste  it  yourself.  We  give  them 
all  meat  three  times  a  week.  The  working  men  have  a  bellyful.  We  never 
weigh  anything,  and  there  is  no  stint,  so  as  they  do  not  waste  anything.  Then 
they  have  good  table-beer  and  good  ale."  The  querist  then  asked  whether 
he  might  say  that  not  only  was  the  condition  of  those  under  the  complacent 
governor's  care  better  as  regarded  food,  clothing,  lodging,  and  comfort,  thaxi 
the  labourers  who  toil  out  of  doors,  but  that  they  were  under  no  uncertainty, 
and  had  no  anxiety  about  providing  for  themselves.  ''Yes,  sir;  you  may 
say  that.  You  may  say,  too,  that  they  are  better  off  than  one-half  of  the 
ratepayers  out  of  the  house."  *  In  this  favoured  parish  of  Beading  the 
management  of  the  out-paupers  was  equally  characteristic,  they  having  nearly 
the  same  amount  of  wages  allowed  them  without  work  as  could  have  been 
obtained  by  independent  labourers  with  hard  work.  It  was  the  same  every- 
where. The  pauper  was  the  favoured  of  God's  creatures.  Imposture  and 
crime  were  bountifully  rewarded,  whilst  industry  and  frugality  met  either 
with  neglect  or  with  persecution.  There  was  a  systematic  slavery  enforced 
in  many  parishes  almost  as  cruel  and  certainly  as  demoralising  as  the  slavery 
in  the  West  Indies.  Mr.  Hickson,  a  manufacturer  at  Northampton,  a  trades- 
man in  London,  and  the  owner  of  land  at  Stansford  in  Kent,  thus  describes 
his  country  experience.  Some  circumstance  had  occurred  which  obliged  him 
to  part  with  a  hard-working  industrious  'man,  who  had  saved  some  money, 
who  had  cows  and  pigs,  and  who  lived  in  a  well-furnished  cottage.  Mrl 
Hickson  says,  "  He  told  me  at  the  time  I  was  obliged  to  part  with  him, — 
*  Whilst  I  have  these  things  I  shall  get  no  work.  I  must  part  with  them  all. 
I  must  be  reduced  to  a  state  of  beggary  before  any  one  wUl  employ  me.'  I 
was  compelled  to  part  with  him  at  Michaelmas — he  has  not  yet  got  work, 
and  he  has  no  chance  of  getting  any  until  he  has  become  a  pauper ;  for,  tmtil 
then,  the  paupers  will  be  preferred  to  him.  He  cannot  get  work  in  his  own 
parish,  and  he  will  not  be  allowed  to  get  any  in  other  parishes."  t  When  the 
hard-working  industrious  man  became  utterly  destitute  he  would  most  pro* 

*  "  Extncta  from  Infonnation,"  pp.  216—217.  ' 

t  <<  BztnetB  of  Brldence,"  p.  270.    As  to  the  opention  of  the  !«▼  of  Seitiement,  eee  anity 
f.67. 
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bably  get  work,  but  his  spirit  would  be  broken.  He  might  become  reckless 
— ^he  would  certainlj  become  surlj.  The  administrators  of  parish  relief, 
before  they  administered  to  the  actual  necessities  of  a  poor  man,  were  always 
occupied  in  discussions  about  his  character.  It  was  this  pottering  about 
^*  character,'*  about  "  governors''  (that  is,  magistrates  and  oyerseers),  **  being 
appointed  for  the  punishment  of  evil-doers,  and  for  the  praise  of  them  that 
do  well,''  that  produced  grievous  injustice  under  the  old  administration  of  the 
Poor-Laws.  The  squire,  the  clergyman,  and  the  farmer,  constituted  them- 
selves a  tribunal  for  the  suppression  of  vice  and  the  encouragement  of  virtue, 
and  they  succeeded  in  producing  either  desperation  or  hypocrisy  amongst 
the  entire  labouring  population.  If  the  junta  was  completed  by  the  addition 
of  a  paid  assistant  overseer  the  discrimination  was  perfect.  Those  who  have 
ever  been  conversant  with  the  workings  of  the  old  system  know,  that  squalid 
filth  was  the  test  of  destitution,  and  whining  gratitude,  as  it  was  called,  for 
the  alms  distributed  was  the  test  of  character.  If  a  laboiurer  with  a  manly 
bearing  came  to  the  overseer,  or  to  the  Parish  Committee,  to  remove  some 
sudden  calamity — if  he  asked  something  to  prevent  him  selling  his  bed — he 
was  insulted.  The  writer  has  seen  the  agonized  tear  of  wounded  pride  start 
from  the  eye,  and  perhaps  the  groan  of  suppressed  indignation  escape  from 
the  lips ; — if  the  groan  was  heiurd,  that  man's  *'  character"  was  gone  for  ever. 
This  pretence  to  discriminate  between  the  good  and  the  evil  did  much  worse 
for  the  community  than  occasional  injustice.  It  led  away  parish  functionaries 
from  the  real  object  of  their  appointment — to  administer  relief  to  the  indigent 
— ^into  the  belief  that  they  were  the  great  patrons  of  the  whole  labouring 
population,  who  could  never  go  alone  without  their  aid.  They*  almost  forced 
the  condition  of  pauperism  upon  the  whole  working  community  by  their 
beautiful  system  of  rewards  and  punishments.  They  forgot  that  it  was  their 
business  to  give  relief  to  destitution,  and  to  destitution  only,  and  so  they 
established  every  sort  of  fedse  test  to  guide  them  in  the  one  duty  of  their 
office — to  find  out  whether  the  want  was  real,  and  if  so,  to  relieve  it  in  a 
manner  that  would  satisfy  the  necessity  without  destroying  the  honest  pride 
of  self-reliance. 

The  facts  which  we  have  thus  touched  upon  as  to  the  operation  of  the  Poor-> 
Laws  in  the  southern  counties  must  not  be  considered  as  exhibiting  the 
general  condition  of  the  agricultural  peasantry  in  the  north,  and  certainly 
not  as  paralleled  amidst  the  manu&cturing  population.  The  Commissioners 
indeed  say  in  their  letter  to  lord  Melbourne,  that  "  the  mal-administration 
which  was  supposed  to  he  confined  to  some  of  the  agricultural  districts 
appears  to  have  spread  over  almost  every  part  of  the  country  and  into  the 
manufacturing  towns."  In  the  manufacturing  districts  there  was  a  peremp- 
tory and  comparatively  sudden  necessity  for  the  extension  of  the  allowance 
system,  arising  out  of  the  transition  from  hand  to  power-loom  weaving.  This 
vicissitude  affected  three-fifths  of  the  population  of  Lancashire,  especially  in 
the  country  places,  where  the  power-loom  was  not  used,  but  where  its  effects 
had  reduced  the  wages  of  the  country  weavers  to  a  minimum  which  was  not 
adequate  for  their  maintenance.  In  the  manufacturing  towns  the  power-loom 
created  a  new  but  partial  demand  for  labour,  especially  for  that  of  children. 
To  mitigate  the  inevitable  distress  the  allowance-system  was  applied  to  able- 
bodied  weavers.    The  farmers  in  their  management  of  the  parish  funds  could 
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depress  the  rates  of  wages  below  tlie  natural  level.  The  manufacturers  could 
not  attempt— thej  certainly  did  not  attempt — to  imitate  this  practical  oppres- 
sion. The  rate  of  wages  of  the  band-loom  weavers  did  not  sink  lower  than 
was  to  be  expected  as  the  natural  result  of  an  invention  which  compelled 
them  to  compete  with  the  power  of  steam.* 

On  the  17th  of  April  lord  Althorp  moved  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
Eill  to  alter  and  amend  the  laws  relative  to  the  Belief  of  the  Poor  in  England 
and  Wales.  It  was  absolutely  necessary,  he  said,  that  there  should  be  a  dis* 
cretionary  power  vested  in  some  quarter  to  carry  into  effect  recommendations 
calculated  to  introduce  sound  principles  and  the  fruits  of  salutary  experience 
into  the  administration  of  the  Foor-Laws.  It  was  his  intention  therefore  to 
propose  that  his  Majesty  should  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  Central  Board  of 
Commissioners,  invested  with  extraordinary  power  to  enable  it  to  accomplish 
the  object  proposed.  The  Bill  introduced  by  lord  Althorp  was  founded  upon 
the  recommendations  of  the  Commissioners  of  Inquiry.  It  had  remained  a 
month  under  the  consideration  of  the  Cabinet,  two  of  the  Commissioners, 
Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  and  Mr.  Senior,  occasionally  attending  to  afford  explana- 
tions.t  The  great  value  of  the  preliminary  inquiry  and  of  the  able  Beport 
of  the  Commissioners,  as  well  as  the  sedulous  attention  whieh  was  bestowed 
upon  all  the  details  by  a  Committee  of  seven  members  of  the  Cabinet,  may 
be  inferred  from  the  fact  that,  with  very  slight  modifications,  the  Poor-Laws, 
as  they  are  now  administered  throughout  the  country  by  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians acting  under  a  Central  Board,  have  during  twenty-eight  years  been 
prescribed  by  the  legislation  of  1834.  The  proposition  of  this  great  measure 
was  very  favourably  received  by  the  House  of  Commons.  The  second  read- 
ing was  carried  by  a  large  majority ;  ayes,  299 ;  noes,  20. 

Between  the  sconed  reading  on  the  9th  of  May,  and  the  third  reading  on 
the  Ist  of  July,  a  most  powerful  opposition  had  been  got  up  against  the  mea- 
sure. It  was  maintained,  and  of  course  popularly  believed,  that  it  was  a  bill 
of  pains  and  penalties  against  the  poor ;  that  the  endeavour  to  take  the  relief 
of  the  necessitous  out  of  the  hands  of  benevolent  magistrates  was  to  expose 
the  poor  to  the  grinding  tyranny  of  centralization  which  could  have  no  sym- 
pathy with  local  or  individual  ;want8.  The  metropolitan  parishes,  whose 
select  vestries  had  long  enjoyed  a  fame  for  the  most  outrageous  jobbery,  were 
amongst  the  loudest  opponents  of  the  measure.  The  sentiments  of  Mary- 
Jebone  were  spoken  by  sir  Samuel  Whalley,  who  maintained  that  the  power 
proposed  to  be  given  to  the  Commissioners — ''  to  these  bashaws,  to  these 

three-tailed  bashaws,  was  subversive  of  all  constitutional  principles 

Ho  believed  that  one  of  the  effects  of  this  measure  would  be,  that  men  of 
character  would  abstain  from  filling  parochial  offices,  while  those  who  under- 
took them  must  consent  to  be  the  degraded  tools  of  the  Commissioners.":^ 
On  the  day  of  the  second  reading  the  Common  Council  of  London  had,  with 
only  two  dissentient  voices,  agreed  to  a  petition  against  the  Bill.  Mr.  G-rote, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  City,  nevertheless  did  not  hesitate  to  express  his 
approval  of  the  main  ends  of  the  Bill,  and  of  the  new  machinery  by  which 
those  ends  were  to  be  accomplished.    He  declared  that  so  strong  was  hia 

•  **  Extracts,"  &a,  p.  840. 

t  NicholU— •*  Hiatoiy  of  the  Engliah  Poor  Lav,"  toL  ii.  p.  278. 

:;:  Hansard,  toU  zxiii.  col.  811. 
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conviction  of  tbe  absolute  necessitj  of  some  large  remedial  metsure  as  an 
antidote  to  the  overwhelming  evil  of  pauperism — so  firm  was  his  belief  of  the 
necessity  of  some  central  supervising  agency — that  if  it  were  to  cost  him  tbe 
certain  sacrifice  of  his  seat  he  should  feel  bound  to  tell  his  constituents  that 
he  ^dissented  from  them,  and  that  he  would  do  his  best  to  promote  the  attain- 
ment of  this  necessary,  and  in  the  main  valuable,  remedy.*  Upon  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill  the  ayes  were  157,  the  noes  50.  The  duration  of  the 
measure  was  then  limited  to  five  years. 

Between  the  passing  of  the  Bill  by  the  Commons  on  the  2nd  of  July  and 
its  proposed  second  reading  by  the  Lords,  lord  Gf^rey  had  retired  from  the 
government,  and  lord  Melbourne  had  become  the  head  of  the  administration^ 
It  was  not  till  the  21st  that  lord  Brougham  moved  the  second  reading.  "Mj 
lords,"  he  said,  "  I  should  have  been  unworthy  of  the  task  that  has  beea 
committed  to  my  hands,  if  by  any  deference  to  clamour  I  coul'd  have  been 
made  to  swerve  from  the  faithful  discharge  of  this  duty.  The  subject  is  infi- 
nitely too  important,  the  interests  which  it  involves  are  far  too  mighty,  and 
the  duty  correlative  to  the  importance  of  those  interests  which  the  govern- 
ment I  belong  to  has  to  discharge  is  of  too  lofty,  too  sacred  a  nature,  to 
make  it  possible  for  any  one  who  aspires  to  the  name  of  a  statesman,  or  who 
has  taken  upon  himself  to  counsel  his  sovereign  upon  the  arduous  concerns 
of  his  realm,  to  let  the  dictates  of  clamour  find  any  access  to  his  breast,  and 
make  him  sacrifice  his  principles  to  a  covetousness  of  popular  applause."'t" 
Never  were  the  qualities  of  the  great  orator  more  remarkably  displayed  than, 
in  this  speech.  Historical  research,  accurate  reasoning,  a  complete  mastery 
of  facts,  majestic  rhetoric, — all  were  brought  to  bear  upon  a  subject  which 
the  mere  utilitarian  would  have  clothed  with  the  repulsive  precision  of  statis* 
tical  detail.  The  measure  was  opposed  by  lord  Wynford ;  it  was  supported 
by  the  duke  of  Wellington.  The  House  divided  upon  the  motion  for  the 
second  reading :  contents,  76 ;  non-contents,  13.  During  the  progress  of  the 
Bill  through  both  Houses  many  of  the  clauses  were  strenuously  resisted  in 
Committee.  The  amendments  that  were  carried  were  however  comparatively 
of  little  importance,  and  it  finally  received  the  royal  assent  on  the  14th  of 
August. 

The  three  Commissioners,  Sir  Frankland  Lewis,  Mr.  John  Lefevre,  and 
Mr.  Nicholls,  entered  upon  the  functions  of  their  office  on  the  23rd 
of  August.  On  the  8th  of  August,  1835,  they  issued  their  first  Eeport^ 
which  clearly  indicated  the  extent  and  complicated  nature  of  the  subjects 
which  had  come  under  their  consideration,  and  furnished  an  evidence  of  the 
sagacity  with  which  they  had  set  in  motion  an  organization  which  was  to  com- 
prehend the  whole  of  England  and  Wales.  This  vast  machinery,  which,  in 
1860,  was  in  force  in  sii  hundred  and  forty-six  unions,  including  14,427 
parishes,  with  an  aggregate  population  of  17,670,938  souls,  has  become  se 
complete  in  its  working,  and  is  so  thoroughly  applied  by  Boards  of  Q-uar- 
dians  throughout  the  country,  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1834  with 
its  subsequent  amendments  are  perfectly  familiar  to  the  intelligent  part  of 
the  community,  and  therefore  any  analy-sis  of  its  enactments  would  be  unne>^ 
cessary  in  this  place. 

*  Hansard,  toI.  xadii.  col.  815.  f  Ibid.,  vol.  xrr.  col.  212. 
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When  the  King  closed  the  seBsion  of  1834,  he  with  great  justice  compli- 
mented the  two  Houses  upon  their  extraordinary  exertions,  and  expressed 
his  deep  sense  of  the  care  and  labour  which  thej  had  bestowed  upon  the 
public  business.  There  was  one  quality  of  the  House  of  Commons  as  con- 
spicuous as  its  energetic  industry — its  patience  under  the  most  wearisome 
inflictions.  That  it  should  have  endured  six  nights  of  debate  on  the  question 
of  the  Bepeal  of  the  Union  with  Ireland, — haying  the  perfect  certainty  that 
nothing  could  be  produced  by  Ii*ish  members  on  that  subject  which  had  not 
formed  the  staple  of  popular  orations  in  many  a  mob-gathering,  and  that 
what  could  be  replied  would  only  be  a  rose-coloured  version  of  well*known 
facts, — such  a  triumph  of  temper  is  a  signal  instance  of  meekness,  only  to  be 
paralleled  by  that  of  a  creature  generally  obstinate,  and  sometimes  vicious, 
who  was  equally  placid  whether  eating  the  bitter  stem  of  an  artichoke  or  the 
sentimental  traveller's  macaroon.  One  of  the  Irish  members  informs  us  how 
it  became  inevitable  that  such  an  infliction  should  fall  upon  the  House  of 
Commons.  Mr.  Feargus  O'Connor  insisted  at  the  beginning  of  the  session 
that  the  testing  of  the  Eepeal  question  in  Parliament  should  no  longer  be 
delayed.  Mr.  O'Connell  in  vain  remonstrated.  A  cry  was  got  up  in  Ireland 
in  support  of  Mr.  Feargus  O'Connor's  patriotism ;  "  and,  sorely  against  his 
will,  and  with  very  uncomfortable  forebodings,  the  originator  of  the  Bepeal 
movement  had  to  yield,  and  give  notice  for  an  early  day  of  subjecting  it  to  a 
Parliamentary  discussion."*  On  the  22nd  of  April  Mr.  O'Connell,  in  a 
speech  which  lasted  nearly  six  hours,  moved  for  a  Committee  "  to  inquire  and 
report  on  the  means  by  which  a  dissolution  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  was 
eflected*;  on  the  effects  of  that  measure  upon  Ireland ;  and  on  the  probable 
consequences  of  continuing  the  legislative  Union  between  both  countries." 
After  a  tremendous  homily  of  the  cruelties  practised  upon  Ireland  in  bar- 
barous times,  and  of  the  bribery  by  which  the  Union  was  effected,  the  debate 
was  adjourned.  On  the  second  night  Mr.  Spring  Eice  occupied  as  long  a 
time  in  showing  what  benefits  Ireland  had  derived  &om  the  Union,  and  con- 
cluded by  moving,  as  an  amendment,  that  an  Address  should  be  presented  to 
his  Majesty,  expressing  the  resolution  of  the  House  to  maintain  the  legis- 
lative Union  inviolate,  but  persevering  in  giving  its  best  attention  to  the 
removal  of  all  just  causes  of  complaint,  and  to  the  promotion  of  all  well-con- 
sidered measures  of  improvement.  On  the  sixth  night  of  the  debate  Ave 
hundred  and  twenty-three  members  voted  for  the  Address,  only  thirty-eight 
members  voting  with  Mr.  O'Connell.  The  Address  was  sent  up  to  the  Peers 
for  their  concurrence,  which  was  given  unanimously.  It  was  presented  to 
the  King  by  deputations  from  both  Houses. 

The  consequence  of  the  pledge  of  removing  all  just  causes  of  complaint, 
and  of  promoting  all  well-considered  measures  of  improvement,  was,  that  the 
afliairs  of  Ireland  occupied  the  greater  part  of  the  session,  split  the  Whig 
ministry  into  fragments,  and  rendered  their  future  existence  altogether  pre- 
carious. On  the  27th  of  May  Mr.  Ward,  the  member  for  St.  Albans,  having 
previously  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  propose  certain  resolutions  on  the 
subject  of  the  Irish  Church,  moved  a  resolution,  ^^  That  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Establishment  in  Ireland  exceeds  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  Protestant 

*  John  O'Connell,  *'  Recollections  and  Experiences,"  vol.  i.  p.  82. 
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population ;  and  that,  it  being  the  right  of  the  State  to  regulate  the  distribu- 
tion of  Church  property  in  such  manner  as  Parliament  may  determine,  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  House,  that  the  temporal  possessions  of  the  Church  of 
Ireland,  as  now  established  by  law,  ought  to  be  reduced."  Mr.  Ward's 
motion  having  been  seconded  by  Mr.  Grote,  lord  Althorp  rose  and  said, 
that  during  Mr.  Grote*s  address  circumstances  had  come  to  his  knowledge 
which  induced  him  to  move  that  the  further  debate  on  the  subject  should  be 
adjourned  till  the  following  Monday.  Lord  Althorp  on  that  Monday  explained 
his  reasons  for  adjourning  the  debate,  which  were,  that  four  of  his  colleagues 
had  differed  from  the  rest  of  the  Cabinet  upon  the  question  of  appropriating 
the  temporal  possessions  of  the  Church  of  Ireland ;  that  consequently  the 
Cabinet  could  not  agree  upon  the  mode  in  which  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Ward 
was  to  be  met ;  and  that  during  the  speech  of  the  seconder  of  the  motion  of 
the  27th,  he  had  learnt  that  Mr.  Stanley,  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  sir  James 
Graham,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  the  duke  of  Bichmond,  Postmaster* 
General,  and  the  earl  of  Bipon,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  had  resigned  thoir  offices. 
Lord  Althorp  added,  that  the  course  his  Majesty  had  been  advised  to  adopt, 
had  been  to  issue  a  Commission  of  Inquiry.  Mr.  Ward  expressed  his  willing- 
ness to  agree  to  an  address  to  the  Crown  which  affirmed  the  principle  of  his 
proposition,  but  declined  withdrawing  his  resolution  in  the  want  of  such 
affirmation.  Upon  this  lord  Althorp  moved  the  previous  question,  which 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-six,  thus  negativing 
Mr.  Ward's  resolution.  The  four  vacancies  in  the  ministry  were  filled  up  by 
Mr.  Spring  Bice  being  appointed  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  lord  Auck« 
land  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  the  marquis  of  Conyngham  Postmaster- 
General  (without  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet),  and  the  earl  of  Carlisle  Lord  Privy 
Seal. 

In  the  House  of  Lords,  on  the  6th  of  June,  the  proposed  Commission  of 
Inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  Irish  Church  was  denounced  by  some  peers  as 
an  '^  illegal  and  sacrilegious  measure  of  prospective  spoliation."  Earl  Grey, 
in  a  speech  worthy  of  his  high  character  and  position,  denied  that  the  mea- 
sure looked  to  anything  that  deserved  the  name  of  spoliation.  The  object  of 
the  Commission  was  to  collect  facts,  and  he  and  his  colleagues  were  prepared 
to  act  upon  the  Commission  so  far  as  this — "  that  when  it  produces  such  a 
body  of  information  as  we  expect,  we  will  take  it  into  consideration,  and  be 
prepared  to  act  upon  it  honestly  and  conscientiously,  with  a  view  to  the 
general  interests  of  the  country.''  In  the  course  of  his  speecli  the  Prime 
Minister  pretty  clearly  intimated  that  he  was  tired  of  his  position — he  was 
tired  of  a  systematic  opposition  of  their  lordships  to  salutary  improvements  in 
conformity  with  the  spirit  of  the  age — opposition  conducted  in  a  feeling  of 
bitterness  calculated  to  excite  throughout  the  country  a  factious  spirit  of 
discontent. 

Earl  Grey  disclaimed  the  imputation  as  most  unjust,  that  the  ministry 
would  take  the  revenues  of  the  Protestant  Church,  and  give  them  to  the 
Catholic.  Lord  Brougham  declared  that  he  would  as  strenuously  oppose  as 
any  noble  lord  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  a  proposition  to  give  one  single 
fraction  of  the  fund  to  the  Catholic  Church.  These  ministers  said  this,  well 
knowing  the  violent  prejudices  existing  against  any  recognition  of  the  church 
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of  the  majority  in  Ireland.  Dr.  Arnold,  a  liberal  thinker,  bat  not  a  respon- 
sible politician,  thought  that  the  surplus  of  the  Protestant  Church  ought  to 
furnish  the  Christian  people  of  Ireland  with  Cath6lic  clergymen.*  So  thought 
the  promoters  of  the  Union. 

On  the  9th  of  July  the  House  of  Lords  exhibited  the  unusual  spectacle  of 
a  great  Minister,  orerpowered  by  his  feelings,  wholly  losing  his  presence  of 
mind.  The  Eeport  of  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  for  the  Suppression  of 
Disturbances  in  Ireland  having  been  brought  up,  earl  Grey  said,  *^  I  rise,  my 
lords," — he  could  proceed  no  further.  Again  he  said,  "  I  rise,  my  lords.'* — 
The  House  cheered,  as  they  had  cheered  before,  but  the  Prime  Minister 
could  not  proceed,  and  he  sat  down.  The  duke  of  Wellington  then  con- 
siderately presented  petitions,  to  afford  earl  G-rey  time  to  recover  himself. 
He  at  last  rose,  and  tremulously  said,  ''My  lords,  I  feel  quite  ashamed  of  the  sort 
of  weakness  I  show  on  this  occasion,  a  weakness  which  arisesfrom  my  deep  sense 
of  the  personal  kindness  which,  daring  my  having  been  in  his  service,  I  have  re- 
ceived from  my  Sovereign.  However,  my  lords,  I  have  a  duty  to  perform  which, 
painful  as  it  may  be,  I  must  discharge ;  and  in  rising  to  propose  to  your  lordships 
to  agree  to  the  Eeport  which  has  just  been  read,  I  have  to  state  that  I  no  longer 
do  so  as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  but  as  an  individual  member  of  parliament, 
strongly  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  passing  this  Act  to  invest  the  govern- 
ment, in  whatever  hands  the  government  may  be  placed,*  with  the  powers 
given  by  this  Bill,  and  which  I  believe  to  be  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  peace  of  Ireland.*'  t  In  the  course  of  his  speech  earl  Grey  stated  that 
on  the  previous  day  he  had  received  the  resignation  of  lord  Althorp,  which  he 
bad  transmitted  to  the  King.  Former  breaches  had  considerably  weakened 
the  government;  he  felt  that  in  losing  the  assistance  of  his  friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whom  he  considered  as  his  right  arm,  he  saw  no 
alternative,  but  was  compelled,  by  irresistible  necessity,  to  tender  his  own 
resignation.  He  had  desired  to  resign  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the 
session.  He  had  completed  his  seventieth  year,  and  although  he  might  have 
been  able  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  which  he  held  under  ordinary 
and  easy  circumstances,  considering  the  present  condition  of  affairs  the  duties 
imposed  upon  him  were  too  much  for  his  strength.  The  circumstances  which 
immediately  led  to  this  decision  of  earl  Grey,  as  well  as  to  that  of  lord  Althorp, 
although  of  great  interest  at  the  time,  are  now  unnecessary  to  detail  with 
minuteness.  They  were  connected  with  the  proposed  renewal  for  one  year  of 
the  Irish  Coercion  BiU,  which  had  been  moved  by  earl  Grey  on  the  1st  of 
July.  The  only  difference  between  that  measure  and  the  one  which  was  about 
to  expire  was  the  omission  of  clauses  by  which  certain  offences  might  be  tried 
hj  Court  Martial.  There  was  a  warm  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
the  3rd,  in  .which  it  appeared  that  Mr,  Littleton,  the  Irish  Secretary,  had 
confidentially  communicated  to  Mr.  O'Connell,  that  the  Irish  government  had 
not  demanded  the  insertion  of  the  clauses  prohibiting  meetings.  In  the  Bill 
introduced  by  earl  Grey  those  clauses  appeared.  Lord  Althorp  had  also 
intimated  to  Mr.  O'Connell  that  they  would  not  be  inserted  in  the  Coercion 


♦  "  Life,"  Tol.  i.  p.  880. 
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BilL  A  majority  of  tbe  Cabinet  had  determined  to  introduce  the  Bill  in  the 
form  in  which  it  was  offered  to  the  House  of  Lords  by  eaii  Grey.  TJpoa  this 
decision  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  resigned.  On  the  10th  of  July  t^e 
House  of  Commons  adjourned  for  four  days.  On  the  14th  viscount  Melbourne 
stated  in  the  House  of  Lords  that  his  Majesty  had  honoured  him  with  his 
commands  to  lay  before  him  a  plan  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Ministry.  He 
had  undertaken  the  task,  but  it  was  not  yet  completed. 

The  task  which  his  Majesty  had  first  imposed  upon  lord  Melbourne  was  one 
of  insurmountable  difficulty.  It  was  to  effect  "  an  union  in  the  service  of  the 
state  of  all  those  who  stand  at  the  head  of  the  respective  parties  in  the 
country."  *  The  King  in  desiring  lord  Melbourne  "  to  enter  into  communi- 
cation with  the  leading  individuals  of  parties,"  specially  mentioned  the  duke 
of  WellingtoD,  sir  Eobert  Peel,  and  Mr.  Stanley.  In  an  audience  upon  the 
9th  viscount  Melbourne  had  laid  before  his  Majesty  some  of  those  general 
objections  which  pressed  forcibly  upon  his  mind  to  unions  and  coalitions  of 
opposing  parties.  He  wrote  to  the  King  on  the  10th  that  he  considered  the 
successful  termination  of  such  an  attempt  utterly  hopeless.  He  had  no 
personal  dislikes  or  objections;  on  the  contrary,  for  sdl  the  individuals  in 
question  he  entertained  great  respect.  In  consequence  of  the  communication 
to  sir  Eobert  Peel,  on  the  13th  of  July,  he  wrote  to  the  King  that  such  an 
union  as  that  prbposed  could  not,  in  the  present  state*  of  parties  and  the 
present  position  of  public  affairs,  hold  out  the  prospect  of  an  efficient  and 
vigorous  administration.  The  King  admitted  on  the  14ith  that  the  opinions 
which  had  been  stated  by  sir  Sobert  Peel  and  by  others,  of  the  impracticability 
of  his  proposal,  had  appeared  to  him  to  be  conclusive.  The  King  had  evidently 
imagined  that  if  he  could  [effect  such  a  union  of  parties,  the  question  of  the 
Irish  church,  upon  which  he  had  recently  expressed  himself  very  strongly, 
in  answer  to  an  address  from  dignitaries  of  the  Establishment,  might  be  set  at 
rest.  The  duke  of  Wellington  and  sir  Bobert  Peel  were  prepared  to  take 
office,  if  they  had  been  invited  to  do  so  *'  without  conditions  as  to  uniea  with 
others  of  different  political  principles  and  party  connections."  t  The  King 
was  not  prepared  at  that  time  for  so  bold  a  step,  necessarily  involving  a 
dissolution  of  parliament.  On  the  17th  July  lord  Althorp  stated  in  the  House 
of  Commons  that  lord  Melbourne  had  completed  his  arrangements  for  tbe  new 
administration,  under  which  lord  Duncannon  would  occupy  the  place  vacated 
by  the  Premier,  sir  J.  C.  Hobhouse  would  be  Commissioner  of  the  Woods  and 
Forests,  with  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet,  and  himself  (lord  Althorp)  would,  at  the 
desire  of  his  Majesty,  resume  his  former  office.  The  third  reading  in  the 
House  of  Lords  of  the  Coercion  Bill  was  not  proposed.  In  the  Commons 
lord  Althorp  brought  forward  a  less  restriclive  measure,  which  was  carried  by 
a  majority  of  a  hundred  and  forty,  and  was  finally  passed  on  the  26th  of  July. 
Parliament  had  now  a  few  weeks  to  sit  before  the  usual  time  of  proro* 
gation.  The  financial  statement  of  the  government  for  the  year  ending 
July  5th,  had  to  be  made.  The  budget  was  a  popular  one.  There  was  an 
estimated  surplus  of  nearly  two  millions,  and  it  was  proposed  to  make  various 
reductions  in  taxation.    The  repeal  of  the  duty  on  Almanacs  was  a  concession 

*  Letter  from  Lord  Melbourne  to  the  King,  July  10,  1834,  enclosed  in  a  letter  horn  Lonl 
Melbourne  to  Sir  Bobert  Peel. 

t  See  **  Memoirs,  by  Sir  Robert  Peel,"  vol.  ii.  pp.  1  to  13. 
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to  the  opinion  that  taxes  upon  knowledge  were  amongst  the  most  objec- 
tionable.  The  repeal  of  the  house-tax  was  an  unstatesmanlike  deference  to 
popular  clamour.  The  far  more  objectionable  tax  upon  windows  was  allowed 
to  remain*  Legislators  had  a  glimmering  of  light  as  to  the  impolicy  of  that 
taxation  which  interfered  with  the  processes  of  industry.  Mr.  Foulett 
Thomson,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  admitted  that  the  relief  to  be 
experienced  from  the  reduction  of  the  house-tax,  or  any  other  direct  tax,  was 
little  in  companson  to  that  which  would  have  been  derived  from  the  reduction 
of  the  taxes  on  glass,  paper,  and  cotton.  Yet,  as  the  house-tax  had  been  a 
cause  of  general  and  loud  complaint,  it  was  right  to  take  it  off.  Sir  Bobert 
Feel  was  not  sure  that  those  who  clamoured  most  suffered  most ;  the  removal 
of  the  house-tax  was  merely  a  bonus  to  the  landlord;  the  removal  of 
the  glass-tax  would  be  a  bonos  to  every  class  of  the  community.  Before 
the  prorogation  the  Irish  Tithe  Bill  was  carried  in  the  Commons,  not  as  pro- 
posed by  the  government,  but  with  an  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  O'Connell, 
which  provided  that  two-fifths  of  the  amount  of  tithes  should  be  at  once 
struck  off,  and  the  remaining  three-fifbhs  paid  to  the  clergy  by  the  landlord. 
The  Peers  wholly  threw  out  the  Tithe  Bill  four  days  before  the  prorogation  of 
Parliament ;  and  O'Connell  went  home  to  his  congenial  work  of  exciting  the 
people  to  violent  resistance.  Parliament  was  prorogued  on  the  15  th  of  August. 
Whilst,  during  the  vacation,  Mr.  O'Connell  was  publishing  letters  to  lord 
Duncannon,  in  which  he  declared  that  "  Ireland  had  nothing  to  expect  from 
the  Whigs  but  insolent  contempt,  and  malignant  and  treacherous  hostility," 
some  of  the  leaders  of  the  Beform  movement  were  damaging  the  Whigs  more 
materially  by  painfully  exhibiting  the  worst  symptom  of  the  weakness  of  the 
government, — the  hostile  jealousy  of  two  who  had  once  formed  the  great 
strength  of  the  Cabinet.  Looking  back  upon  the  journalism  of  this  period, 
it  is  difficult  to  arrive  at  an  impartial  estimate  of  the  merits  or  defects  of  the 
two  chief  combatants  who  entered  the  lists  at  the  ''free  and  gentle  passa^ 
of  arms  "  of  Edinburgh,  at  the  banquet  to  lord  Grey  on  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tember. Por  some  months  lord  Brougham  had  been  a  mark  for  the  attacks 
of  the  ultra-liberal  press.  Harmless  exhibitions  of  that  vanity  which  occa- 
sionally peeped  out  through  his  real  greatness  had  brought  down  upon  the 
Chancellor  a  measure  of  indignation  which  is  generally  reserved  for  political 
crimes.  In  a  tour  through  Scotland  he  made  some  oratorical  displays,  in 
which  the  reticence  of  the  cautious  statesman  was  abandoned  in  the  excite- 
ment of  popidar  applause.  At  Inverness,  the  Chancellor,  in  telling  the 
burgesses  that  during  four  years  he  had  experienced  from  his  Majesty  only 
one  series  of  gracious  condescension,  confidence,  and  favour,  added  words 
which  were  tossed  about  throughout  the  kingdom  as  "  argument  for  a  week, 
laughter  for  a  month,  and  a  good  jest  for  ever."  '*  To  find  that  the  king 
lived  in  the  hearts  of  his  loyal  subjects  in  the  ancient  and  important  capital 
of  the  Highlands,  as  it  had  afforded  him  (lord  Brougham)  only  pure  and 
unmixed  satis£eu;tion,  would,  he  was  confident,  be  so  received  by  his  Majesty, 
when  he  (lord  B.)  told  him,  as  he  would  do  by  that  night's  post,  of  the 
gratifying  circumstance.'*  ♦  At  the  Grey  banquet,  earl  Grey,  in  replying  to 
his  health,  acknowledged  the  compliment  of  this  great  banquet  in  very  dig- 

•  From  "  Inverness  Courier,"  quoted  in  Fonblanqne*B  "  England  under  Seven  Administra- 
tions," vol-  lit  y.  99.  r^  1 
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nified  and  touching  words :  *'  This  most  gratifying  of  all  honours  is  not  paid 
to  a  minister  newly  raised  to  power,  in  the  vigour  of  his  age,  with  a  long 
career  of  active  and  useful  services  before  him,  and  holding  out  an  expec- 
tation to  others  of  official  benefits,  not  yet  conferred :  No,  gentlemen,  this 
proud  mark  of  distinction  has  been  given  tb  a  minister  who  has  descended, 
I  will  not  say  has  fallen,  from  power,  whose  official  life  has  ended,  whose  long 
parliamentary  career  is  hastening  to  a  final  close, — to  one  when  the  balance 
has  been  struck  between  his  promises  and  his  performances ;  to  one  when  the 
past  is  before  his  country  for  its  judgment;  and  the  future,  as  far  as  he  is 
concerned,  presents  no  object  either  for  hope  or  for  fear."  *  Lord  Brougham, 
in  replying  to  the  toast  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  his  Majesty's  other 
ministers,  proclaimed  the  differences  that  existed  between  two  classes  of 
Beformers, — the  hasty  spirits  who  hurrying  into  the  wished-for  harbour  by 
the  nearest  channel,  and,  not  inquiring  whether  there  was  a  compass  on 
board,  would  run  their  vessel  into  tlie  breakers, — ^and  the  more  moderate, 
who  would  better  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  voyage.  "  I  wholly  respect,'* 
he  said,  "  the  good  intentions  of  these  men,  but  when  they  ask  me  to  sail  in 
their  vessel,  I  must  insist  on  staying  oa  shore."  Lord  Durham  had  his 
opportunity  of  reply :  "  My  noble  and  learned  friend  (lord  Brougham)  has 
been  pleased  to  give  some  advice,  which  I  have  no  doubt  he  deems  very- 
sound,  to  some  classes  of 'persons, — I  know  none  such, — who  evince  too 
strong  a  desire  to  get  rid  of  ancient  abuses,  and  fretful  impatience  in  awaiting 
the  remedies  of  them.  Now  I  frankly  confess  that  I  am  one  of  those  persons 
who  see  with  regret  every  hour  which  passes  over  the  existence  of  recognized 
and  unreformed  abuses."  The  dispute  was  not  yet  ended.  At  a  meeting  at 
Salisbury,  lord  Brougham  made  some  strong  remarks  upon  lord  Durham.  At 
another  meeting  at  Glasgow,  lord  Durham  said  that  the  Chancellor  had  been 
pleased  to  challenge  him  to  meet  him  in  the  House  of  Lords.  '^  I  fear  him 
diot ;  I  will  meet  him  there." 

There  were  two  most  unexpected  events  which  deranged  the  completion 
of  these  hostile  purposes.  First,  the  two  peers  could  not  meet  on  the  old 
battle-ground.  The  Houses  of  Parliament  were  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  16th 
of  October.  It  was  between  six  and  seven  o'clock  on  that  evening,  that 
flames  were  seen  bursting  forth  from  the  roof  of  the  House  of  Lords,  in  that 
part  of  the  building  opposite  to  Henry  the  Seventh's  Chapel,  and  in  the  corner 
next  Westminster  Hall.  By  nine  o'clock  all  the  apartments  of  that  portion 
of  the  parliament  buildings,  including  the  Fainted  Chamber  and  the  Library, 
were  in  flames,  and  the  whole  interior  was  in  a  few  hours  destroyed.  The 
Are  extended  to  the  House  of  Commons,  first  destroying  the  large  offices  of 
the  House,  and  next  seizing  upon  the  Chapel  of  St.  Stephen.  When  all  the 
interior  fittings  were  destroyed,  this  building,  which  had  been  famous  as  the 
seat  of  English  legislation  from  the  time  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  was  a  mere 
shell.  It  had  stood  in  its  strength  and  beauty  like  a  rock  amidst  the  sea  of 
fire,  and  had  arrested  the  force  which  had  till  then  gone  on  conquering  and 
overthrowing.  The  Speaker's  official  residence  was  also  partially  destroyed. 
There  was  one  time  when  the  destruction  of  Westminster  Hall  seemed  almost 
inevitable.    To  those  who  mixed  amongst  the  crowd  in  Palace  Yard,  and  knew 

•  "Annual  BegUter  for  1834,"  p.  112. 
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that  the  antiquities  of  a  nation  are  amongst  its  best  possessions,  it  was  truly 
gratifying  to  witness  the  intense  anxiety  of  all  classes  of  people  to  preserve 
this  building,  associated  with  so  many  grand  historical  scenes.  ^*  Save  the 
Hall ! "  ''  Save  the  Hall !  "  was  the  universal  cry.  There  was  a  more  efficient 
interposition  than  the  destruction  of  the  House  of  Lords  to  the  purpose  of 
the  two  peers  to  enter  the  lists  where  the  Mowbray  and  Bolingbroke  of 
modem  times  were  to  decide  their  quarrel. 

'*  The  king  has  thrown  his  warder  down." 

"William  the  Fourth,  without  a  word  of  preparation,  intimated  to  lord 
Melbourne,  on  the  14th  of  November,  that  his  ministry  was  at  an  end. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

The  King*!  dismisiftl  of  the  Melbourne  Miniitry— Sir  Robert  Peel's  Narrative  of  has  «|>poiub- 
ment  to  the  Premiership — The  Peel  AdministratioQ  formed— Parliament  dissoWed — 
The  Tamworth  Manifesto— Strong  Parliamentary  Opposition — ^Mr.  Aberoromby  elected 
Speaker — London  UniTersity  Charter—Irish  Gharch>-Bepeated  defeats  of  Ministers 
—Resignation  of  Sir  Robert  Peel — Lord  Melboame*s  Kew  Ministry — Exclusion  of 
Lord  Brougham — His  Resolutions  on  the  subject  of  Education— Reform  of  Municipal 
Corporations — Report  of  the  Commission  of  Inquiry'— Conflict  between  the  two 
Honaee— The  BUI  passed— Departing  glories  of  Municipal  Pomp. 

Much  that  was  obscure  in  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  extraordi- 
nary act  of  the  King  in  the  remoyal  of  his  ministers  has  been  brought  to 
light  in  the  *'  Memoirs  bj  Sir  Bobert  FeeL"  In  his  "  Memorandum  as  to  mj 
appointment  to  the  office  of  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  in  1834,  and 
to  the  administration  oyer  which  I  presided,*'  he  says:  ''The  time  will 
come  when  these  records  will  be  interesting,  and  may  throw  a  light  on  the 
history  of  the  period  which  they  embrace.**  Sir  Bobert  states  that  he  left 
Enghund  for  Italy  on  the  14th  of  October,  1834,  little  foreseeing  the  proba^ 
bility  of  his  sudden  recall,  and  haying  had  no  communication  preyiously  to 
his  departure  with  the  duke  of  Wellington,  or  any  other  person,  respecting 
the  position  and  prospects  of  the  administration  which  existed  at  the  time 
when  he  quitted  England.  He  treats  with  contempt  the  report  that  there 
had  been  some  preyious  concert  or  understanding  with  the  king  in  contem- 
plation of  eyents  that  took  place  in  Noyember.  Sir  Bobert  Feel  was  in  Bome 
when  a  letter  reached  him  from  the  king,  dated  Noyember  th^  15th,  in 
which  his  Majesty  says,  that  haying  had  a  most  satisfactory  and  confidential 
communication  with  the  duke  of  Wellington  on  the  formation  of  a  new 
goyemment,  he  called  upon  sir  Bobert  Feel  to  return  without  loss  of  time  to 
England,  to  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  administration.  The  messenger  at 
the  same  time  brought  a  letter  from  the  duke  of  Wellington,  pressing  his 
immediate  return  home,  and  announcing  that  his  grace  held  for  the  present 
the  offices  of  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  till  Sir  Bobert  should  return.  The  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
king  to  lord  Melbourne  was  enclosed  by  the  duke,  in  which  the  ostensible 
ground  for  the  dismissal  of  lord  Melbourne  is,  that  lord  Althorp,  by  the  death 
of  his  father,  haying  been  remoyed  to  the  House  of  Feers,  the  general  weight 
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and  consideration  of  the  Ooyernment  would  be  so  much  diminished  in  the 
House  of  Commoos  as  to  render  it  impossible  that  thej  should  continue  to 
conduct  the  public  affairs.  The  duke  of  Wellington  writes  a  confidential 
letter  to  sir  Boberfc  Feel,  accompanying  his  official  dispatch,  in  which,  pkinlj 
implying  that  the  king  was  not  quite  justified  in  being  "  so  ready  to  seize 
upon  the  first  notion  of  difficulties  resulting  from  lord  Spencer's  death,"  he 
concludes  by  saying,  "  I  don't  think  that  we  are  at  all  responsible  for  his 
quarrel  with  them.  It  was  an  affiiir  quite  settled  when  he  sent  for  me."  Sir 
Sobert  Peel  received  this  important  communication  on  the  night  of  the  25 tb 
of  j^ovember.  He  left  Bome  the  next  afternoon.  On  his  journey  he  had 
ample  opportunities,  he  says,  for  considering  yarious  important  matters  coolly 
and  without  interruption.  His  habitual  caution  is  strikingly  manifested  in 
his  description  of  his  meditations  during  his  journey,  which  terminated  in 
London  on  the  9th  of  December.  ''  In  my  letters  to  the  King  and  the  duke 
of  Wellington  from  Bome,  I  had  merely  given  an  assurance  that  I  would 
return  without  delay  to  England.  As  I  should,  by  my  acceptance  of  the 
office  of  First  Minister,  become  technically,  if  not  morally,  responsible  for  the 
dissolution  of  the  preceding  government,  although  I  had  not  the  remotest 
concern  in  it,  I  did  not  at  once,  upon  the  hurried  statement  which  was  sent 
to  me  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  it,  pledge  myself  to  the  acceptance 
of  office.  I  greatly  doubted,  indeed,  the  policy  of  breaking  up  the  govern- 
ment of  lord  Melbourne  at  that  time.  I  entertained  little  hope  that  the 
ministry  about  to  replace  it  would  be  a  stable  one — would  command  such  a 
majority  in  the  House  of  Commons  as  would  enable  it  to  transact  the  public 
business.  I  was  not  altogether  satisfied  by  the  accounts  I  first  received  witb 
the  sufficiency  of  the  reason  for  the  dissolution  of  the  late  government — 
namely,  the  removal  of  lord  Althorp  to  the  Lords — and  the  objections  of  the 
king  to  lord  John  Bussell  as  lord  Althorp's  successor  in  the  lead  of  the 
House  of  Commons."  * 

The  sensation  produced  in  London  by  the  reported  dismissal  of  the 
ministry  was  a  natural  consequence  of  the  suddenness  of  the  act,  as  it  pre- 
sented itself  to  the  body  of  the  people ;-— of  its  reallj  unconstitutional 
character,  as  it  appeared  to  thoughtful  and  well-informed  men.  On  the 
morning  of  Saturday,  the  16th  of  November, — ^the  day  when  the  duke  of 
"Wellington  was  writing  his  confidential  letter  to  sir  Bobert  Peel, — the 
*'  Times  '*  had  this  startling  announcement,  given  in  the  words  of  a  commu- 
nication which  had  been  received  at  an  early  hour  that  morning :  "  The  king 
has  taken  fhe  opportunity  of  lord  Spencer's  death  to  turn  out  the  ministry, 
and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  duke  of  Wellington  has  been 
sent  for.  The  queen  has  done  it  all."  The  act  of  the  king  was  wholly 
without  precedent.  He  might  have  become  converted  to  the  politics  of  the 
Opposition.  He  might  have  been  alarmed  at  the  possible  scandal  of  the 
quarrel  between  the  Chancellor  and  lord  Durham.  But  there  was  no  disunion 
in  the  Cabinet.  The  ministry  had  retained  the  confidence  of  Parliament  up 
to  the  last  day  of  the  session.  They  had  pressed  no  opinions  upon  his 
Majesty  which  could  be  disagreeable  to  him.  The  government  of  lord 
Melbourne  had  more  elements  of  Conservatism  than  were  agreeable  to  many 

•  **  Memoirs  by  Sir  Robert  Peel,"  vol.  ii.  p.  30. 
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Beformers,  and  therefore  appeared  unlikelj  to  excite  the  fears  of  the  king 
and  of  his  Court.  The  sovereign  has  a  constitutional  right  to  dismiss  his 
ministers,  but  it  must  be  on  grounds  more  capable  of  justification  to  Par- 
liament than  the  simple  exercise  of  hia  personal  will.  The  suddenness  of  the 
fesolye  rendered  an  arrangement  necessary  which  could  not  be  justified  by  any 
precedent,  except  ou  one  occasion  of  critical  emergency  in  the  last  days  of 
queen  Anne.*  The  duke  of  Wellington,  from  the  15th  of  November  to  the  9th 
of  December,  was  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  the  sole  Secretary  of  State, 
having  only  one  colleague,  lord  Lyndhurst,  who  held  the  Great  Seal,  at  the 
same  time  that  he  sat  as  Chief  Baron  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer.  This  tiempo- 
rary  government  was  called  a  Dictatorship.  "  The  great  military  commander  " 
was  told  that  he  "  will  find  it  to  have  been  much  easier  to  take  Badajoz  and 
Ciudad  Eodrigo  than  to  retake  tbe  liberties  and  independence  of  the  people.*' t 
The  famous  caricaturist  of  the  day,  H.  B.,  represented  the  duke  multiplied  into 
ten  or  a  dozen  members  *of  the  cabinet,  seated  at  the  council  board.  Jour- 
nalists exclaimed,  Why  is  the  business  of  the  country  to  be  suspended  till  a 
stray  baronet  should  return  home  from  his  pleasure  tour?  There  were 
meetings  and  there  were  addresses,  but  there  was  no  violence,  and  very  little 
alarm.  The  majority  of  the  people,  whose  zeal  for  a  continued  course  of 
improvement  had  not  been  shaken  by  some  reverses  and  shortcomings,  knew 
perfectly  well  that  what  was  called  a  Conservative  government  could  not 
meet  the  present  parliament.  There  must  be  a  dissolution  to  afford  them 
any  chance  of  a  continuance  in  office.  They  would  reserve  their  zeal  for  a 
practical  issue  of  the  contest  between  Beform  and  Conservatism. 

And  BO,  as  to  the  inevitable  necessity  of  a  dissolution,  thought  sir  Sobert 
Peel.  In  spite  of  his  doubts  of  the  policy  of  breaking  up  the  government  of 
lord  Melbourne,  he  had  become  convinced  that  he  had  no  alternative  but  to 
undertake  the  office  of  Prime  Minister  instantly  on  his  arrival.  He  at  once 
waited  upon  the  king,  and  accepted  the  office  of  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  With  the  king's  permission  he  applied  to 
lord  Stanley  and  to  sir  James  Qraham,  earnestly  entreating  them  to  give 
him  the  benefit  of  their  co-operation  as  colleagues  in  the  cabinet.  They  both 
declined.  Lord  Stanley  manfully  said,  "The  sudden  conversion  of  long 
political  opposition  into  the  most  intimate  alliance, — ^no  general  coincidence  of 
principle,  except  upon  one  point,  being  proved  to  exist  between  us, — would 
shock  public  opinion,  would  be  ruinous  to  my  own  character,  and  injurious 
to  the  government  which  you  seek  to  form.*'  %  When  sir  Bobert  arrived  he 
found  one  important  question  practically  decided,— the  dissolution  of  the 
existing  parliament.  He  does  not  appear  to  have  been  sanguine  that  the 
indications  of  a  very  great  increase  of  the  Conservative  strength  in  the  new 
House  of  Commons  would  be  sufficient  to  insure  the  stability  of  his  govern- 
ment. He  looked  beyond  the  immediate  present.  "  It  would  certainly  be 
sufficient  to  constitute  a  very  powerful  Conservative  body,  controlling  a 
future  government  leaning  upon  Badical  support."  He  tried  to  make  a  govern- 
ment as  strong  as  h»  could  with  Conservative  materials.    The  re-establish- 

•  Se«  a  very  able  view  of  the  eonstitatioBal  question  in  Mr.  tfay^s  ''History,*'  vol.  i.  pp. 
120—125. 

t  Lord  Dnrhftm — Speech  at  Newcastle  on  the  19th  of  November. 

X  •*  Memoirs  by  Sir  Robert  Ped,"  vol.  ii.  p.  89.  ^  ^ 
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ment,  he  says,  of  the  duke  of  Wellington's  gOYemment  in  1830  would  have 
saved  him  much  trouble,  but  would  have  diminished  the  little  hope  he  ever 
entertained  of  being  able  to  make  a  successful  struggle.  So,  amidst  the 
reproaches  of  those  who  regarded  the  minister  as  doing  them  positive  wrong 
by  not  reinstating  them  in  their  former  offices,  he  constructed  a  ministry  of 
which  the  duke's  name  was  a  tower  of  strength,  and  of  which  lord  Lyndhurst  as 
Chancellor  gave  the  assurance  that  it  would  have  the  support  of  one  man  of 
great  talents.  The  high  qualities  of  statesmanship  which  distinguished  lord 
Aberdeen  were  not  yet  sufficiently  recognized.  It  was  not  a  popular 
ministry,  but  it  could  not  be  held  to  comprise  any  of  that  band  of  violent 
anti-reformers  who  would  have  imperilled  everything  by  resisting  the  declared 
opinion  of  the  Prime  Minister  that  he  considered  the  Beform  Bill  as  a  final 
and  irrevocable  measure.* 

The  facilities  which  the  political  constitution  and  the  social  habits  of  our 
country  afford  fbr  the  official  expression  of  State  «policy,  were  never  more 
remarkably  displayed  than  in  the  course  adopted  by  sir  Bobert  Peel  imme- 
diately that  he  had  formed  his  administration.  The  Prime  Minister  was  one 
of  the  representatives  of  Tamworth,  a  borough  with  a  population  under  four 
thousand.  To  the  electors  of  this  comparatively  unimportant  place  he 
addressed  what  has  been  denominated  "  the  Tamworth  manifesto."  It  was 
not  a  hasty  expression  of  individual  opinion,  but  a  declaration  of  the  general 
principles  upon  which  the  government  proposed  to  act,  and  the  address  was 
submitted  to  the  Cabinet  for  their  consideration.  Foreigners,  who  were 
looking  with  intense  anxiety  upon  the  ministerial  crisis  in  London,  might 
well  be  surprised  that  a  little  country  town  should  be  the  first  recipient  of 
the  government's  confidential  disclosures,  and  be  thus  the  representative  of 
the  entire .  population  of  the  United  Kingdom.  It  is  unnecessary  to  go  over 
the  various  points  of  this  long  and  comprehensive  document.  In  his 
"  Memoirs  "  sir  Bobert  Peel  declares  that  he  held  no  language  and  expressed 
no  opinions  in  this  address  which  he  had  not  previously  held  while  acting  in 
opposition  to  the  government ;  that  he  did  not  attempt  to  mitigate  hostility 
by  any  new  profession,  or  to  court  popular  favour  by  promises  of  more  exten- 
sive reforms  than  those  to  whose  principles  he  had  previously  assented ;  that 
although  he  therein  made  an  explicit  declaration  that  he  considered  the 
measure  of  Parliamentary  Beform  final  and  irrevocable,  that  language  was 
not  new,  but  was  used  by  him  when  he  took  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  first 
parliament  summoned  under  the  Beform  Act. 

*  Sir  Bobert  PeeFs  CSabinet  was  arranged  as  follows : — 

Bigbt  Hon.  Sir  Bobert  Peel .  .  First  Lord  of  tbe  Treasury  and  Cbancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Lord  Lyndhurst     .         .         .  .  Lord  Chancellor. 

Karl  of  Boflslyn  .        •        .  .  President  of  the  Oonncil. 

Lord  Wharncliffe    .        .        •  .  Lord  Privy  Seal. 

Bight  Hon.  H.  Goulbam     .  .  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 

Dnke  of  Wellington        .        .  •  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affiun. 

Earl  of  Aberdeen        ...  .  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

Earl  De  Grey         ',        .        .  .  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

Bight  Hon.  Sir  H.  Hardinge  .  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland.  ^ 

Lord  EUenborongh  .        .  •  Presideut  of  the  Board  of  Control. 

Bight  Hon.  Alexander  Baring  .  Master  of  the  Mint  and  President  of  the  Board  of  Tiade. 

Bight  Hon.  Sir  B.  Knatchbull  .  Paymaster  of  the  Forces. 

Bight  Hon.  J.  C.  Herries    .  .  Secretary  at  War. 

Bicht  Hob.  Sir  George  Mnxsay  •  Mastcr-Qeneral  of  the  Ordnance. 
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The  anticipations  of  sir  Bobert  Peel  that  the  Conservative  party  would  be 
Atrengthened  by  a  general  election  were,  to  a  considerable  extent,  realized. 
So,  also,  was  his  apprehension  that  the  increase  of  strength  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  give  stability  to  the  new  government.  Before  the  parliament 
met  it  was  calculated  that  the  anti-ministerialist^  had  a  majority  of  a  hundred 
and  thirty-three,  but  that  eighty-two  votes  were  doubtful.  Looking  at  the 
extraordinary  efforts  that  had  been  made  on  both  sides  at  this  general  election, 
and  at  the  violence  of  party  feeling  which  bad  been  necessarily  called  forth, 
it  appeal^  almost  surprising  that,  from  the  opening  of  parliament  on  the  9th 
^f  February,  the  ministry  should  not  have  been  driven  from  their  position 
before  the  7th  of  April.  Temporary  accommodation  had  been  provided  fer 
the  business  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  site  of  those  destroyed  by  the  fire  on 
the  16th  of  October.  On  the  9th  of  February,  iwhen  the  House  of  Commons 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Speaker,  a  larger  number  of  members  were 
assembled  than  ever  had  been  known  before  to  have  been  congregated  at  one 
time.  Six  hundred  and  twenty-two  members  divided  on  the  question  whether 
sir  Charles  Manners  Sutton  should  be  re-elected,  or  the  right  hon.  James 
Abercromby  be  chosen  to  fill  the  chair.  The  votes  for  Abercromby  were 
three  hundred  and  sixteen ;  for  Sutton,  three  hundred  and  six. 

On  the  24th  of  February  the  King  opened  the  business  of  the  session. 
The  two  last  paragraphs  of  the  King's  Speech  expressed  his  Majesty's  reliance 
on  the  caution  and  circumspection  which  would  be  exercised  in  altering  laws 
which  affected  extensive  and  complicated  interests,  and  were  interwoven  with 
ancient  usages ;  and  that,  in  supplying  that  which  was  defective,  or  renovating 
that  which  was  impaired,  the  common  object  would  be,  to  strengthen  the 
foundations  of  those  institutions  in  Church  and  State  which  are  the  inheri- 
tance and  birthright  of  the  people.  In  the  House  of  Lords  viscount  Mel- 
bourne moved  an  amendment  upon  the  two  paragraphs,  to  the  effect  that  their 
Lordships  hoped  his  Majesty's  councils  would  be  directed  in  the  spirit  of 
well-considered  and  effective  reform,  and  lamenting  the  dissolution  of  the  late 
parliament,  as  having  interrupted  and  endangered  the  vigorous  prosecution  of 
measures  to  which  the  wishes  of  the  people  were  directed.  This  amend- 
ment was  negatived  without  a  division.  In  the  House  of  Commons,  lord 
Morpeth  proposed  a  similar  amendment,  which,  after  three  nights'  debate, 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  seven,  the  numbers  being  809  against  302.  How- 
ever the  eloquence  of  sir  Bobert  Peel  might  fail  to  carry  the  complete  appro- 
bation of  the  House  of  Commons,  it  unquestionably  produced  a  powerful 
effect  upon  the  country,  inducing  a  very  general  desire  that  a  Mr  chance 
should  be  given  to  the  administration  for  carrying  forward  their  professions 
into  satisfactory  results.  It  is  my  first  duty,  said  sir  Bobert  Feel,  to  main- 
tain the  post  which  has  l^en  confided  t<»  me ;  to  stand  by  the  trust  which  I 
did  not  seek,  but  which  I  could  not  decline.  Beceive,  at  least,  the  measures 
which  I  propose;  amend  them  if  they  are  defective;  extend  them  if  they 
fall  short  of  your  expectations.  *^  I  offer  you  reduced  estimates,  improve- 
ments in  Civil  Jurisprudence,  reform  of  Ecclesiastical  Law,  the  settlement  of 
the  Tithe  question  in  Ireland,  the  Commutation  of  Tithe  in  Eugland,  the 
removal  of  any  real  abuse  in  the  Church,  the  redress  of  those  grievances  of 
which  the  Dissenters  have  any  just  ground  to  complain.  I  offer  you  these 
specific  measures,  and  I  offer  also  to  advance,  soberly  and  cautiouslv  it  is, 
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true,  in  the  path  of  progressiYO  improvement.  I  offer  also  the  best  chance 
that  these  things  can  be  effected  in  willing  concert  with  the  other  autho- 
rities of  the  State — thus  restoring  harmony,  ensuring  the  maintenance, 
but  not  excluding  the  reform,  where  reform  is  reallj  requisite,  of  ancient 
institutions."  * 

Satisfactory  as  such  a  declaration  of  general  principles  might  appear  to 
a  large  portion  of  the  nation,  those  who  were  familiar,  not  only  with  the 
comparative  strength  of  parties,  but  with  the  violent  differences  of  opinion 
that  would  necessarily  arise  upon  questions  that  would  seem  beyond 
the  limits  of  party,  would  know  perfectly  well  that  the  day  of  violent 
collision  could  not  be  far  off.  Tlie  government  had  been  beaten  in 
the  choice  of  a  Speaker;  it  had  been  out-voted  on  the  amendment  to 
the  Address;  its  first  diplomatic  appointment  could  not  be  persisted  in, 
for^  on  the  13th  of  March,  the  strong  expressions  used  in  the  House 
of  Commons  as  to  the  qualifications  of  the  marquis  of  Londonderry  to 
be  Ambassador  to  Bussia  were  sufiBcient  to  induce  him  to  state  in  the 
House  of  Peers,  on  the  16th,  that  he  had  declined  the  post  ofiered  to  him  by 
xhe  government.  Another  signal  defeat  of  the  Ministry  involved  a  question 
which  some  deemed  to  be  one  of  principle,  but  which  we  may  now  regard  as 


Uuivenity  College,  Gower  Strettt. 


belonging  to  the  ancient  confusion  of  principle  with  intolerance.  On  the 
2Gth  of  March  Mr.  Tooke  moved  for  an  "  Address  to  bis  Majesty,  beseech- 
ing him  to  grant  his  Eoyal  Charter  of  Incorporation  to  the  University  of 
London,  as  approved  in  the  year  1831  by  the  then  law  oflScers  of  the  Crown, 


•  Hansard,  vol.  xxtI.  col.  242, 
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and  containing  no  other  restriction  than  against  conferring  degrees  in  divioitj 
and  in  medicine."  Mr.  Goulbum,  the  member  for  the  Universitj  of  Cam* 
bridge,  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  they  should  address  the  Crown  for  a 
copy  of  the  memorials  in  this  case  to  the  Friyy  Council,  and  a  statement  of 
the  proceedings.  The  real  objection,  which  sufficiently  appeared  in  the  speech 
of  sir  Bobert  Inglis,  the  member  for  Oxford  XJnirersity,  was  contained  in  the 
fear  that  the  motion  for. a  Charter  to  grant  degrees  only  in  Arts  and  Law, 
was  merely  an  attempt  to  get  the  small  edge  of  the  wedge  in,  and  that  the 
rest  was  sure  to  follow  in  time.  The  London  University,  it  was  implied, 
having  no  religious  education  in  its  system  of  instruction,  was  in  a  position  of 
hostility  to  the  Church.  Sir  Bobert  Peel  supported  the  amendment.  He 
was  not  opposed  to  some  provision  being  made  that  should  accord  to  Protes- 
tant Dissenters  the  power  of  acquiring  academical  distinctions  ;  but  he  was 
opposed  to  a  hasty  resolve  in  favour  of  the  terms  on  which  the  Charter  should 
be  granted  to  the  London  University.*  The  original  motion  was  carried  by 
246  to  136.     Such  were  the  skirmishes  previous  to  the  grand  battle. 

On  the  30th  of  March  lord  John  Bussell,  after  a  debate  of  four  nights, 
carried  a  resolution  by  a  majority  of  thirty-three,  that  '*  the  House  do  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  consider  the  temporalities  of 
the  Church  of  Ireland.'*  On  the  3rd  of  April  lord  John  proposed  a  resolu- 
tion in  that  Committee ''  that  any  surplus  of  the  revenues  of  the  Church  of 
Ireland  not  required  for  the  spiritual  care  of  its  members,  should  be  applied 
to  the  general  education  of  all  classes  of  the  people  without  religious  dis- 
tinction." After  a  debate  of  two  nights  the  resolution  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  twenty-five.*  On  the  7th  of  April  the  report  of  the  Committee  was 
brought  up.  Lord  John  Bussell  proposed  a  resolution,  'Uhat  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  House  that  no  measure  upon  the  subject  of  tithes  in  Ireland 
can  lead  to  a  satisfactory  and  final  adjustment  which  does  not  embody  the 
principle  contained  in  the  foregoing  Besolution," — namely,  in  the  resolution 
agreed  to  on  the  previous  night.  Upon  the  division  there  appeared — ayes, 
285  ;  noes,  258 ;  majority,  27. 

The  division  of  the  7ch  was  fatal  to  the  existence  of  the  Ministry.  Sir 
Bobert  Peel's  sagacity  had  distinctly  seen  that  if  the  government  were  beaten 
upon  the  motion  about  to  be  made  by  lord  John  Bussell  for  the  alienation 
from  ecclesiastical  purposes  of  any  surplus  revenues  of  the  Irish  Church, 
there  would  be  no  other  course  but  for  the  government  to  resign.  On  the 
25th  of  March  he  addressed  ''  a  Cabinet  Memorandum  "  to  bis  colleagues, 
in  which  he  said — *'  Nothing  can,  in  my  opinion,  justify  an  administration  in 
persevering  against  a  majority,  but  a  rational  and  well-grounded  hope  of 
acquiring  additional  support,  and  converting  a  minority  into  a  majority.  I 
see  no  ground  for  entertaining  that  hope."  t  On  the  8th  of  April  the  duke 
of  Wellington,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  said  that  in  consequence  of  the 
Besolution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  Ministry  had  tendered  their 
resignations  to  the  King.     Sir  Bobert  Peel  made  a  similar  explanation  to  the 

*  In  1835  what  is  now  known  as  ''UniTersity  College"  was  called,  according  to  the  original 
idea  of  its  establishment,  the  *' University  of  London."  In  1837  the  government  institution  of 
the  **  University  of  London,"  for  conferring  cjegrees  on  grfiduates  of  University  College  and  King^s 
College,  and  of  other  places  of  instruction,  was  established. 

t  "  Memoirs  by  Sir  Robert  Peel,"  voL  ii,  p.  89.  ^  t 
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Hoase  of  Commons.  *^  For  himself,  the  whole  of  his  political  life  had  been 
spent  in  the  House  of  Commons — the  remainder  of  it  would  be  spent  in  the- 
House  of  Commons  ;  and,  whatever  might  be  the  conflicts  of  parties,  he,  for 
one,  should  always  wish,  whether  in  a  majority  or  in  a  minority,  to  stand  well 
with  the  House  of  Commons.  Under  no  circumstances  whatever,  under  the 
pressure  of  no  difficulties,  under  the  influence  of  no  temptation,  would  he 
ever  advise  the  Crown  to  resign  that  great  source  of  moral  strength  which 
consisted  in  a  strict  adherence  to  the  practice,  to  the  principles,  to  the  spirit^ 
to  the  letter  of  the  Constitution.  He  was  confident  that  in  that  adherence 
would  be  found  the  surest  safeguard  against  any  impending  or  eventual 
danger,  and  it  was  because  he  entertained  that  belief  that  he,  in  conformity 
with  the  opinions  of  his  colleagues,  considered  that  a  government  ought  not 
to  persist  in  carrying  on  public  afiairs,  (after  the  sense  of  the  House  had  been 
fully  and  deliberately  expressed,)  in  opposition  to  the  decided  opinion  of  a 
majority  of  the  House  of  Commons.'**  The  immense  cheering  of  the 
House  during  this  brief  speech,  and  at  its  close,  was  in  many  respects  a 
reflection  of  the  general  public  opinion  that  no  minister  during  a  short  term 
of  power  had  conducted  the  public  aflairs,  under  the  pressure  of  extra*^ 
ordinary  difficulties,  with  greater  temper,  honesty  of  purpose,  and  strict 
adherence  to  constitutional  obligations.  "  After  a  conflict  of  four  months,'* 
says  M.  Guizot,*  'Hhe  vanquished  had  grown  far  greater  than  his  con* 
querors."t  At  any  rate  we  may  acknowledge  that  there  was  no  individual 
amongst  the  victors  who  could  fairly  compete  with  the  fallen  minister  in 
those  qualities  of  practical  statesmanship  which  consist  not  only  in  knowing 
what  is  best  to  do,  but  how  and  when  to  do  it,  and  what  to  leave  undone.. 
The  interest  which  the  country  generally  felt  in  the  duration  of  the  ministry 
was  not  very  vehement,  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  was  there  any  intense  desire 
for  its  fall.  After  three  years  of  excitement  the  people  rather  desired  a 
term  of  repose.  An  intelligent  foreigner.  Yon  Baumer,  who  came  to- 
London  at  this  time,  has  described  his  sensations  at  the  contemplation  of  the 
public  calm  dui-ing  a  great  crisis.  He  goes  on  the  9fch  of  April  to  the  public 
dinner  for  the  relief  of  decayed  actors.  The  toasts,  the  music,  the  spouting,, 
and  the  cheering  greatly  amuse  him ;  but  he  says,  ''  all  these  particulars 
lost  their  interest  with  me  in  comparison  with  one  thought :  In  this  very 
same  hour  the  ministry  was  dissolved  -  and  this  dissolution  was  not  (as  it  so- 
often  is  in  Prance)  a  mere  concern  of  coteries  and  tracaeseries,  but  had  a  real 
substantive  meaning,  and  tended  to  real  and  efficient  changes.  What  a  deal 
of  wit,  good  and  bad — ^what  angry  passions — what  hope  and  fear — ^what 
praise  ^nd  blame — ^would  have  foamed  over,  like  champagne  mousseuXy  in  such 
an  hour,  in  Paris !  Here,  not  a  trace  of  the  kind,  ....  It  seemed  as  if 
all  that  was  passing  without  were  but  a  light  ripple  on  the  surface  of  the 
waters.  The  weal  of  England,  her  riches,  her  laws,  her  freedom,  seemed 
moored  to  some  immovable  anchor  in  the  securest  and  serenest  depths  of 
ocean,  whence  neither  winds  nor  waves  can  ever  tear  them  loose.  The  cloud» 
which  flit  along  the  face  of  heaven,  and  so  often  seem,  to  us  timid 
spectators,  to  portend  a  coming  storm,  may  here  be  Regarded  as  but  the- 
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passing  fleeces  of  a  summer  sky ;  or  rather  as  the  proof  and  the  earnest  of 
an  equable  and  safe  state  of  the  atmosphere."* 

On  the  18th  of  April  yiscount  Melbourne,  in  moving  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  stated  that  the  King  had  been  pleased  to  appoint  him  First 
Lord  Commissioner  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  he  and  his  friends  who  had 
taken  office  had  received  from  his  Majesty  the  seals  of  their  respective  depart* 
ments.    The  other  House  would  adjourn  to  the  12th  of  May,  as  some  time 
must    necessarily*  elapse    before  ministers  in  that  House,  waiting   their 
re-election,  could  proceed  to  business.     On  the  12th  of  May  the  Houses 
accordingly  met.f    The  exclusion  of  lord  .Brougham  from  the  ministry,  by 
putting  the  G-reat  Seal  in  Commission,  was  necessarily  the  subject  of  popuLir 
wonder.    This  exclusion  was  not  to  be  explained  at  the  time ;  it  has  never 
been  satisfactorily  explained  at  any  subsequent  period.    The  ultra-liberals 
exulted  that  those  principles  which  the  Chancellor  had  proclaimed  at  the 
Orey  banquet  had  now  no  expression  in  the  Cabinet ;  the  friends  of  Educa- 
cation  and  of  Law-reform  lamented  that  the  energy  with  which  these  great 
objects  bad  been  pursued  was  now  to  be  confined  to  the  independent  exer- 
tions of  a  peer  building  his  hope  of  success  upon  his  own  powers  alone.    It  was 
a  painful  situation  for  one  of  such  restless  activity.    To  deliver  elaborate 
judgments  in  the  Court  of  Chancery ;  to  be  ready  for  every  meeting  of  the 
Cabinet ;  duly  to  be  in  his  place  on  the  woolsack  at  three  o'clock,  rarely 
abstaining  from  taking  a  part  in  debate;    after  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  to  sit  up  half  the  night  writing  out  his  judgments ;  occasionally 
to  dash  off  an  article  in  the  "  Edinburgh  Beview ;"  discoursing,  writing, 
haranguing,  on  every  subject  of  politics,  or  science,  or  literature,  or  theology; 
and  then  suddenly  to  have  all  the  duties  of  official  life  cut  away  from  him — 
to  sink  into  the  state  which  he  of  all  others  dreaded  and  despised,  that  of  a 
"Dowager  Chancellor;" — this,  indeed,  was  a  mortification  not  very  easy  to  be 
borne,  and  we  can  scarcely  be  surprised  if  it  were  sometimes  impatiently 
submitted  to.     Nevertheless,  there  was  a  great  career  of  usefulness  before 
Henry  Brougham.     It  would  be  a  long  career;  and  thus;  after  the  lapse  of  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  we  look  back  upon  the  unofficial  labours  of  this  remark- 
able man,  to  whom  repose  was  an  impossibility ;  and,  measuring  him  with 
the  most  untiring  of  recorded  workers,  deem  it  marvellous  that  he  has  ac- 
complished so  much,  and  with  few  exceptions  has  accomplished  it  so  well. 
He  very  soon  proclaimed  to  the  world  that  his  comparative  leisure  would  not 
be  a  season  of  relaxation.     On  the  21st  of  May  he  submitted  to  the  House  of 
Lords  a  series  of  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  Education.    His  speech  was  a 
most  elaborate  review  of  whatever  had  been  done,  and  a  practical  exposition 
of  what  he  thought  remained  to  be  done.    In  these  resolutions  will  be  found 
the  germ  of  many  of  the  principles  which  have  become  established  axioms 
in  the  education  of  the  people.    The  main  feature  of  his  plan  was  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  Board  of  Education,  empowered  to  examine  into  the  state  of 
endowed  charities,  and  to  compel  a  due  application  of  their  funds.    These 
resolutions  collectively  affirmed  that  although  the  number  of  schools  where 

•  ^'England  in  1835,"  toI.  L  p.  77. 

t  The  Cabinet  us  formed  at  thia  time  waa  the  same  as  in  the  list  giren  at  page  381,  with 
the  ezoeption  that  the  Great  Seal  waa  in  Commiasion,  lord  Cottenham  being  appointed 
Chancellor  in  1836.  .  nr^r^n]p> 
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some  of  the  elementary  branches  of  education  are  taught  bad  greatly  in- 
crea^red,  there  was  still  a  deficiency  of  such  schools,  especially  in  the  metro* 
polis  and  other  great  towns ;  they  maintained  that  the  education  given  at  the 
greater  number  of  the  schools  established  for  the  poorer  classes  of  the 
people  is  of  a  kind  by  no  means  sufficient  for  their  instruction,  being  for 
the  most  part  confined  to  reading,  writing,  and  a  little  arithmetic ;  they  called 
upon  Parliament  to  provide  effectual  means  of  instruction,  doing  nothing, 
however,  to  relax  the  efforts  of  private  benevolence ;  they  ^et  forth  that  for 
the  purpose  of  improving  the  kind  of  education  given  at  schools  for  the 
people  at  large  it  was  necessary  to  establish  proper  seminaries  for  training 
teachers.  The  resolutions  of  lord '  Brougham  were  favourably  received  by 
the  Prime  Minister.  The  bishop  of  Gloucester  and  the  archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury expressed  their  general  concurrence  in  the  eloquent  and  instructive 
speech  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  but  they  contended  that  in  order  to 
make  education  real  and  useful  it  must  be  founded  on  the  basis  of  religion. 
Lord.  Brougham  said  that  he  was  not  nnaware  of  the  difficulties  which 
surrounded  this  question  on  the  subject  of  religion ;  but  that  he  thought  he 
should,  at  a  future  time,  be  enabled  to  lay  before  them  a  plan  by  which  the 
objections  which  had  been  urged  would  be  obviated.  "We  have  reason  to 
believe  that,  at  this  time,  an  office  analogous  to  that  of  Minister  of  Public 
Instruction  might  have  been  within  the  reach  of  lord  Brougham.  It  may  be 
doubted  whether  even  his  energy  could  have  surmounted  the  difficulties  pre- 
sented in  the  religious  aspect  of  the  question. 

On  the  5th  of  June  the  great  measure  of  the  session  was  proposed  by  lord 
John  Brussell.  He  asked  on  behalf  of  his  Majesty's  government  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  Municipal  Corporations  in 
England  and  Wales.  The  measure  proposed  by  the  government  was  founded 
upon  the  Beport  of  a  Commission  apppointed  by  the  Crown,  which,  during  a 
year  and  a  half  of  laborious  and  minute  investigation,  had  inquired  into 
the  condition  of  more  than  two  hundred  corporations.  Lord  John  Itussell 
quoted  the  conclusion  of  this  Beport,  as  calling  for  a  safe,  efficient,  and 
wholesome  measure  of  Corporation  Eeform :— "  We  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  to 
represent  to  your  Majesty  that  the  existing  Municipal  Corporations  of 
England  and  Wales  neither  possess  nor  deserve  the  confidence  or  respect  of 
your  Majesty's  subjects,  and  that  a  thorough  reform  must  be  effected  before 
they  can  become,  what  we  humbly  submit  to  your  Majesty  they  ought  to  be, 
useful  and  efficient  instruments  of  local  government." 

The  Eeport  of  the  Commissioners  on  Municipal  Corporations  presents 
some  intereisting  views  of.  the  early  constitution  of  these  bodies.  The  diffi- 
culty of  accurately  describing  such  early  constitution  is  adverted  to.  Many 
of  their  institutions  were  established  in  practice  long  before  they  were 
settled  by  law.  The  examination  of  the  charters  by  which  a  corporation  is 
constituted  was  one  of  the  duties  prescribed  to  the  Commissioners.  In  some 
cases  their  Eeport  is  confined  to  an  enumeration  of  the  early  charters ;  in 
other  cases  a  summary' of  their  contents  is'given.  The  forms  of  the  municipal 
government  were  defined  by  an  express  composition  between  the  magistracy 
and  the  people  in  some  towns.  It  is  deemed  probable  that  the  powers  of  the 
local  government,  in  all  ordinary  cases,  were  exercised  by  the  superior 
magistracy,  but  that  in  extraordinary  emergencies  the  whole  body  of  bur- 
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gesses  was  called  upon  to  sanction  the  measures  which  interested  the  com- 
munity. The  difficulty  of  conducting  business  in  such  an  assembly  seems 
to  have  suggested  the  expedient  of  appointing  a  species  of  committee  out  of 
the  larger  body,  which  acted  in  conjunction  with  the  burgesses,  and  which  was 
dissolved  when  the  business  was  concluded.  These  committees  afterwards 
becoming  permanent,  a  governing  body  was  created  which  in  process  of  time 
became  more  and  more  independent  of  the  general  community.  The  greater 
number  of  the  governing  charters  of  corporations  was  granted  between  the 
reign  of  Henry  YIU.  and  the  Eevolution.  The  general  characteristic  of  thesQ 
documents  is  to  effect  directly  what  the  lapse  of  several  centuries  had  beeil 
gradually  accomplishing, — the  removal  of  any  control  upon  the  governing 
body  by  the  majority  of  their  townsmen.  Almost  all  the  councils  named  in 
these  charters  were  established  on  the  principle  of  self-election.  During 
the  reigns  of  Charles  II.  and  James  II.  many  corporate  towns  were  induced 
to  surrender  their  charters,  and  to  accept  new  ones  which  contained  clauses 
giving  power  to  the  Crown  to  remove  or  nominate  their  principal  officers. 
In  his  apprehension  of  the  speedy  arrival  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  in  October 
1688,  James  II.  issued  a  proclamation  restoring  all  the  municipal  corporations 
to  their  ancient  franchises,  as  contained  in  their  earlier  charters.  Since  the 
devolution  the  charters  granted,  including  those  of  the  reign  of  George  III., 
exhibit  a  total  disregard  of  any  consistent  plan  for  the  improvement  of 
municipal  policy  corresponding  with  the  progress  of  society.  In  the  greater 
number  of  cases  the  corporations  had  gradually  parted  with  the  duty  and 
the  responsibility  belonging  to  good  municipal  government.  By  local  Acts 
of  Parliament  the  powers  of  lighting,  watching,  paving,  and  cleansing,  supply- 
ing with  water,  and  other  useful  piurposes,  had  been  conferred  not  upon 
the  municipal  officers,  but  upon  Trustees  or  Commissioners,  who  were  em- 
powered to  levy  the  necessary  rates.  A  very  small  portion  of  the  funds  of 
the  corporation  was  applied  to  any  public  purposes ;  large  revenues  were 
devoted  to  the  support  of  what  was  called  the  dignity  of  the  corporate  body, 
the  due  sustenance  of  which  dignity  was  amply  provided  for  by  periodical 
banquets.  In  some  cases  the  corporation  divided  the  surplus  funds  amongst 
themselves.  Leases  of  corporate  estates  were  also  granted  at  low  rents  to 
the  favoured  few  in  those  boroughs  where  it  was  believed  that  public  and 
personal  property  were  identical.  It  is  more  painful  to  reflect  that  some- 
times charity  bequests  of  which  the  corporations  were  trustees  were  dealt 
with  in  the  same  corrupt  manner.  The  Mayor  of  the  borough,  annually 
elected  out  of  the  close  body,  was  the  chief  magistrate ;  and  in  nearly  all 
the  corporations  criminal  jurisdiction  was  exercised  within  the  limits  of  the 
borough,  and  quarter  sessions  were  held  for  the  trial  of  prisoners.  The 
Becorder  was  appointed  by  the  corporation,  generally  upon  some  principle  of 
local  favouritism,  which  excluded  barristers  of  any  general  reputation  in  their 
profession.  A  High  Steward  was  the  grand  functionary  who  was  the 
medium  of  the  lofty  patronage  of  some  nobl^  house,  which,  by  the  present  of 
a  buck  for  the  Mayor's  dinner,  secured  the  willing  servility  of  successive 
magisterial  grocers  and  drapers.  The  maintenance  and  regulation  of  the 
borough  prisons  were,  of  course,  confided  to  the  municipal  officers.  But 
previous  to  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  government  inspection  by  a 
statute  of  1835,  it  was  impossible  to  imagine  any  more  horrible  dens  oMlth —  t 
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anyplacesof  confinement  more  repugnant  to  our  notions  of  the  discipline  that 
might  lead  to  the  reformation  of  the  ofiender, — than  these  city  or  borough 
prisons. 

The  Commissioners  of  Inquiry  found  that  there  were  two  hundred  and 
forty-six  municipal  corporations  in  England  and  Wales.  Of  these,  two 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  formed  the  subject  of  inyestigation.  In  one 
hundred  and  eighty -six  boroughs  the  governing  body  was  found  to  be  self- 
elected.  The  ancient  corporations  were  elected  by  a  constituency  known  as 
freemen.  Birth,  marriage  with  the  daughter  or  widow  of  a  freeman,  servi- 
tude or  apprenticeship,  being  a  member  of  a  guild  or  trading  company,  gave 
a  claim  to  the  rights  of  freedom  or  burgess-ship.  In  the  greater  number  of 
cities  and  boroughs  the  freemen  had  ceased  to  exist  as  connected  with  the 
municipal  body.  There  were  some  places,  indeed,  where  the  freedom,  con- 
fined to  a  few  persons,  secured  to  them  valuable  privileges,  such  as  exemption 
from  tolls.  But  in  nearly  all  cities  and  boroughs  where  freemen  were  recog- 
nized they  possessed  the  pernicious  right  of  exclusive  trading  within  the 
limits  of  the  municipality.  The  Commissioners  often  found  that  the  freemen 
had  long  ceased  to  consider  themselves  as  forming  any  part  of  the  corpora- 
tion, which  term  in  popular  language  was  exclusively  applied  to  the  rutins: 
body.  One  of  the  greatest  struggles  during  the  passage  of  the  Beform  Bill 
was  to  preserve  what  were  called  the  rights  of  the  freemen.  It  was  a  con- 
test for  the  maintenance  of  those  exclusive  privileges  injurious  to  the  excluded 
many,  corrupting  to  the  privileged  few,  which  it  was  the  object  of  Municipal 
Beform  to  abolish.  In  many  cases  the  freemen  were  non-resident,  but  were  per- 
sons unconnected  with  the  town  who  were  appointed  to  maintain  the  interests 
of  particular  families.  Where  the  freemen  were  resident  and  had  exclusive 
privileges,  the  dues  from  non-freemen,  as  at  Liverpool,  were  so  onerous,  that 
they  had  little  chance  of  competition  with  their  enfranchised  townsmen. 
Where  the  freemen  generally  had  a  voice  in  the  election  of  municipal 
officers,  the  corruption  at  the  annual  elections,  whether  by  liquor  or  by 
money,  was  so  great,  that  the  lower  class  of  freemen  became  systematically 
demoralised. 

Looking  then  at  the  inquiry  into  Municipal  Corporations  as  bringing  to 
light  in  the  greater  number  of  cases  a  system  which,  to  say  the  least,  was  a 
gross  imposture,  we  can  scarcely  be  surprised  that  the  Commissioners,  in 
winding  up  their  Beport,  should  have  used  some  very  expressive  words :  "  We 
report  to  your  Majesty  that  there  prevails  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  a  great 
majority  of  the  incorporated  towns,  a  general  and  in  our  opinion  a  just 
dissatisfaction  with  their  Municipal  Institutions;  a  distrust  of  the  self- 
elected  Municipal  Councils,  whose  powers  are  subject  to  no  popular  control, 
and  whose  acts  and  proceedings,  being  secret,  are  unchecked  by  the  influ- 
ence of  public  opinion ;  a  distrust  of  the  Municipal  Magistracy,  tainting  with 
suspicion  the  local  administration  of  justice,  and  often  accompanied  with 
contempt  of  the  persons  by  w.hom  the  law  is  administered;  a  discontent 
imder  the  burdens  of  local  taxation,  while  revenues  that  ought  to  be  applied 
for  the  public  advantage  are  diverted  from  their  legitimate  use,  and  are 
sometimes  wastefully  bestowed  for  the  benefit  of  individuals,  sometimes 
squandered   for  purposes  injurious  to  the  character  and  morals  of   the 
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The  great  object  of  the  bill  proposed  by  lord  John  Bussell  was  to  open  a 
free  course  to  the  beneficial  operation  of  those  subordinate  bodies  in  the 
government  of  the  country  which  were  provided  in  our  ancient  institutions 
as  an  essential  counterpoise  to  the  central  authority.  It  has  been  truly  said 
that  the  diffusion  of  political  duties  and  political  powers  over  every  part  of 
the  body  politic  is  like  the  circulation  of  the  blood  throughout  the  natural 
body.  In  the  case  of  municipal  corporations  that  healthful  circulation  was 
essentially  impeded  by  chronic  diseases  which  required  no  timid  practice 
effectually  to  subdue.  The  object  of  the  Municipal  Beform  Bill  was  to  place 
the  government  of  the  towns  really  in  the  hands  of  the  citizens  themselves ; ' 
to  make  them  the  guardians  of  their  own  property  and  pecuniary  interests ; 
to  give  to  them  the  right  of  making  a  selection  of  qualified  persons  from 
whom  the  magistrates  were  to  be  chosen;  in  a  word,  to  put  an  end  to  power 
without  responsibility. 

We  may  judge  of  £he  opposition  which  the  Bill  of  Corporation  Beform 
was  likely  to  encounter  from  the  mode  in  which  it  was  regarded  by  lord 
Eldon :  "  Its  interference  with  vested  rights  shocked  his  sense  of  equity  even 
more  than  the  sweeping  clauses  of  the  Beform  Act."  To  regard,  he  said, 
ancient  charters  as  so  many  bits  of  decayed  parchment  was,  in  his  eyes,  ^*  a 
crowning  iniquity.'*  •  At  this  distance  of  time  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
trace  the  course  of  the  Municipal  Beform  Bill  through  both  Houses  of 
Parliament.  The  measure  was  in  the  House  of  Commons  from  the  5th  of 
June  to  the  20th  of  July ;  the  great  battles  were  fought  in  Committee  after 
the  Bill  had  been  read  a  second  time  on  the  15th  of  June.  The  chief  struggle 
was  for  the  preservation  of  the  existing  rights,  privileges,  and  property  of 
freemen.  Upon  the  third  reading  there  was  an  instructive  exposition  by 
sir  BichardYyvyan,  the  Member  for  Bristol,  of  the  great  principle  upon  which 
the  Bill  was  to  be  shown  by  the  strictest  of  All  logical  proof  to  be  utterly 
subversive  of  the  Constitution :  "  It  was  the  vice  of  the  present  Bill  that  at 
the  expense  of  one  principle  it  went  to  set  up  another.  It  was  an  attempt 
to  set  up  generally  the  republican  principle  of  representation  upon  the  ruin 
of  the  principle  of  vested  right.  It  was  against  that  principle  of  the  Bill 
that  he  mainly  protested,  although  he  considered  it  vicious  and  dangerous  in 
many  other  respects.  And,  let  him  ask,  would  the  hereditary  aristocracy 
support  the  principle  of  a  Bill  which  was  against  all  hereditary  right? 
"Would  the  Peers  now  declare  that  an  old  charter  of  incorporation  was  worth 
less  than  a  patent  of  nobility  on  which  the  ink  is  scarcely  dry  P  The  Peers 
had  now  to  fight  their  own  battle.  The  first  step  that  they  took  in  this 
instance  would  be  irrevocable.  They  would  have  to  decide,  when  this 
BiU  was  sent  up  to  them,  whether  their  Lordships  were  to  be  maintained  on 
the  doctrine  of  temporary  expediency,  or  to  preserve  their  privileges  upon 
the  principle  o(  vested  right.''  f  The  third  reading  of  the  Bill  was  passed 
without  a  division. 

The  endeavour  in  the  House  of  Lords  to  impair  the  eflELciency  of  the 
measure  for  Municipal  Beform  was  sufficiently  prosperous  to  produce  the 
danger  of  such  a  conflict  between  the  Upper  and  the  Lower  Houses  as  had 

♦  See  Twiss,  vol.  iii.  p.  246. 

t  Haoaard,  vol  xxix.  col.  740.  r^r^r^.n]r> 
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Bcarcelj  before  occurred  since  the  time  of  the  Long  Parliament.  The  oppo- 
sition to  the  Bill  in  the  Hotue  of  Lords  was  headed  by  lord  Ljndhurst.  It 
is  unnecessary  to  say  that  the  pre-eminent  abilities  of  this  great  advocate  were 
called  forth  in  the  most  striking  manner.  His  subtlety  was  far  more 
dangerous,  not  only  to  this  measure  but  to  the  gOTemment  which  had  adopted 
it,  than  all  the  impassioned  violence  of  certain  Peers,  who  seemed  to  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  was  a  fit  season  for  bringing  to  an  issue  the 
contest,  as  they  deemed  it,  between  aristocratic  and  democratic  government. 
Their  plan  of  campaign  appeared  to  be  carefully  considered.  It  might  have 
been  more  successful  if,  like  a  famous  charge  in  modem  warfare,  the  strength 
of  the  enemy  had  not  been  too  much  left  out  of  consideration.  They  called 
to  their  aid  an  irregular  leader,  who,  taking  the  sword  and  mace  of  an  old 
captain  of  condottieri,  laid  about  him  with  relentless  fury,  careless  whether 
he  damaged  his  own  cause  or  that  of  his  enemy.  On  the  30th  of  July,  when 
the  House  of  Lords  determined  to  call  in  counsel  to  be  heard  on'  behalf  of 
certain  corporations,  sir  Charles  Wetherell  addressed  the  House,  which 
address  was  concluded  on  the  following  day.  His  violent  invectives  were  no 
doubt  contributory  to  the  adoption  of  certain  damaging  amendments.  But 
they  had  a  more  permanent  effect.  They  produced  through  the  country  an 
irritation  against  the  obstructive  powers  of  the  House  of  Lords.  The  people 
felt  that  the  permission  of  that  august  body  for  the  use  by  an  advocate  of  the 
most  insulting  expressions  toward  the  House  of  Commons  was  a  proof  that 
the  House  of  Lords  was  out  of  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  the  age.  When 
the  amendments  of  the  Peers  were  sent  back  to  the  House  of  Commons, — in  a 
debate  in  which  lord  John  Eussell  expressed  a  sober  indignation  at  the  license 
which  had  permitted  counsel  at  the  bar  of  the  Peers  to  insult  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  and  sir  Bobert  Peel  did  not  defend  the  language  of  the 
rash  advocate,  but  maintained  that  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  place  any 
restriction  on  what  counsel  might  please  to  express — ^Mr.  Boebuck  maintained 
that  every  act  of  the  Lords  proved  that  they  contemned  and  bated  the  people, 
and  that  they  were  determined  to  show  this  contempt  and  hatred  by  insulting 
the  people's  representatives.  The  quarrel  between  the  two  Houses  was  growing 
very  serious.  Lord  John  Bnssell  and  sir  Bobert  Peel,  much  to  their  honour, 
took  the  part  of  moderators  in  this  great  dispute.  Sir  Bobert  Peel,  especially, 
whilst  he  contended  that  they  should  uphold  the  perfect  independence  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  expressed  his  willingness  to  make  some  concessions  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  reconciling  the  differences  between  the  two  Houses. 
There  were  free  conferences  between  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
and  Managers  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Lords.  After  the  last  conference 
on  the  7th  of  September,  three  days  before  the  prorogation  of  Parliamenir, 
lord  John  Bussell  recommended  that  for  the  sake  of  peace,  and  as  the  Bill, 
though  deprived  of  much  of  its  original  excellence,  was  still  an  effective 
Beform  of  Municipal  Institutions,  the  House  should  agree  to  it  as  it  then 
stood,  reserving  the  right  of  introducing  whatever  improvements  the  working 
of  it  might  hereafter  show  to  be  necessary.  The  Bill  for  Municipal  Beform 
received  the  royal  assent  on  the  9th  of  September. 

Lord  Eldon,  in  this  perilous  crisis  of  a  contest  between  the  Peers  and  the 
Commons,  lamented  that  his  infirmities  prevented  him  from  going  down  to 
the  House  of  Lords — not  to   conciliate,  not  to  reconcile  the^  differences 
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between  the  two  Houses, — ^but  to  grapple  with  the  proceedings  altogether, 
and  persuade  the  Lords  utterly  to  reject  the  Bill.  Sitting  **  pale  as  a  marble 
statue,"  and  seeing  terrible  changes  gradually  darkening  over  all  he  had 
loved  and  renerated  in  corporate  institutions,*  we  may  venture  to  inquire  if 
the  outward  glories  of  municipal  power  thus  departing  were  as  dear  to  his 
troubled  soul  as  their  ancient  charters  ?  What  wonderful  manifestations  of 
grandeur  were  presented  to  the  admiring  eyes  of  the  people  by  the  majority 
of  corporations  as  they  existed  in  1885 !  What  processions  were  there  on 
every  possible  occasion,  of  red  gowns  and  blue,  with  mace-bearer  and  beadle  ! 
To  walk  in  toged  state  to  church,  or  to  proclaim  an  election  writ,  or  to  open 
a  ginger-bread  fair ; — ^to  be  adorned  with  golden  chains  as  mayor  and  alder- 
men sitting  on  high  in  their  tribunals  at  quarter  sessions ;  to  look  venerable, 
clothed  in  scarlet  and  fur,  at  solemn  supper  in  open  hall  like  the  Tudor  and 
Stuart  kings,  on  Fair-nights,  holding  the  Pie-powder  Court,  where  the  ''  duati- 
foot"  might  go  for  justice, — these  were  indeed  gorgeous  displays.  Magnifi- 
cent pageants  on  the  Mayor's  day  existed  in  a  few  provincial  cities  and 
boroughs :  Norwich  had  its  "  Whifflers"  and  its  "  Dragon."  All  the  ancient 
and  modem  glories  were  to  depart ;  even  the  Mayor's  feast  was  to  be  an 
inexpensive  banquet,  not  defrayed  out  of  the  corporate  funds.  The  Mansion 
Houses  were  to  be  Jet  for  warehouses.  Well  might  the  good  ex- Chancellor 
weep,  having  only  one  poor  consolation,  that  the  City  of  London  was  to  be 
spared ;  that  its  Lord  Mayor  would  still,  have  the  glorious  privilege  of  inter* 
rupting  for  one  day  in  the  year  the  real  business  of  three  millions  of  people, 
to  assert  by  his  men-in-armcur,  and  his  pasteboard  Oog  and  Magog,  his  pre- 
tended rule  over  a  community  of  which  only  one-thirtieth  would  be  subject 
to  his  jurisdiction. 

*  See  Twiss,  vol.  iii.  p.  247. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CHAPTER   XXL 

Parliament —Session  of  1886 — Opposition  of  the  Lords  to  the  Irish  Corporations*  Bill — Lord 
Lyndhnrst — Alleged  Lichfield  House  Compact — Tithe-Commutation  Act — ^Act  for  allowing 
Counsel  to  Prisoners — Act  for  Regulation  of  Prisons  and  for  appointing  Inspectors — General 
Registration  Act^Reduction  of  Stamp  on  Newspapers — Reduction  of  Paper  Duty — Foreign 
Politics — Belgium — Spain — France — Conspiracies  against  Louis  Philippe — Enterprise  of 
Louis  Napoleon  Bonaparte  at  Strasboui^— Parliament — Illness  of  King  William  IV. — 
Hia  death— His  character^ Accession  of  Queen  Victoria— Ministry  at  Her  Migesty's  Ac- 
cession— Table  of  Treaties— Table  of  National  Debt. 

The  disposition  which  had  been  manifested  in  the  Session  of  1885  by  the 
majority  of  the  House  of  Lords,  threatening  something  beyond  a  passing 
difference  with  the  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons,  became  stronger  and 
more  confirmed  in  the  Session  of  1836.  The  compromise  upon  the  Euglish 
Municipal  Beform  Bill  had  averted,  in  some  degree,  the  apprehension  of  a 
perilous  conflict  between  the  two  branches  of  the  legislature.  The  question 
of  Corporation  Beform  in  Ireland  was  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  Session  of 
1836,  with  an  absolute  indifference  to  the  opinions  of  the  Commons.  In 
1835,  on  the  reading  of  that  Bill  a  third  time  in  the  Lower  House  at  so  late 
a  period  of  the  Session  as  the  13th  of  August,  Mr.  Sinclair,  a  Scotch 
member,  anticipating  the  probable  course  that  would  be  taken  by  the  Lords 
when  in  the  next  Session  it  should  be  sent  to  the  Upper  House,  said  that  it 
must  pass  through  the  ordeal  of  an  Assembly  in  which  the  laws  of  truth  and 
justice  would  not  be  set  at  nought, — in  which  vested  rights  would  not  be 
invaded, — in  which  no  bill  would  pass  for  the  destruction  of  the  Protestaat 
Establishment  in  Ireland,  by  transferring  the  iufluence  from  property,  which 
in  a  preponderating  ratio  was  in  the  hands  of  Protestants,  to  Boman 
CatholiGS,  who  in  point  of  numbers  would  in  most  cases  obtain  the  pie- 
eminence.*  It  is  easy  to  judge  from  this  declaration  how  sustained  and 
bitter  would  be  the  controversy  upon  the  subject  of  Irish  Corporations  in 
the  Session  of  1836,  in  which  a  new  bill  was  brought  in  and  passed  by  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  28th  of  March.  On  the  18bh  of  August  of  that 
year,  just  previous  to  the  prorogation,  lord  Lyndhurst,  who  had  with  influite 
courage  and  ability  directed  the  triumphant  strategy  of  the  Tory  Peers,  took 

•  Hansard,  toI.  xxx.  col.  615. 
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a  review  of  the  business  of  the  SessioD,  in  which,  with  unmeasored  sarcasm, 
he  taunted  the  govemment  with  its  failure  in  carrying  certain  measures  which 
bad  been  recommended  in  the  Speech  from  the  throne  on  the  4th  of 
February.  "And  this,  my  lords,  is  a  government!  Was  there  ever,  in  the 
history  of  this  country,  a  body  of  men  who  would  have  condescended  so  low 
as  to  attempt  to  carry  on  the  govemment  under  such  circumstances  P  In  this 
House  they  are  utterly  powerless ;  they  can  effect  nothing."  •  Sir  Eobert 
Peel,  in  a  dinner-speech  at  the  Merchant  Taylors'  Hall,  had  warned  his 
hearers  not  to  depend  upon  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  or  the  influence  or 
authority  of  the  House  of  Lords,  as  bulwarks  against  the  storm  and  struggle 
of  events.  The  royal  prerogative,  th^  authority  of  the  Hou^e  of  Lords, 
were  most  useful,  nay,  necessary,  in  our  mixed  and  balanced  Constitution ; 
"but  you  must  not  strain  those  powers."  The  dangerous  opinion  was 
gradually  gaining  ground  that  the  House  of  Lords  was  au  obstructive  body, 
and  that  their  policy  was  determined  bj  the  will  of  some  one  peer  who 
dominated  over  their  general  inertness.  "  It  has  generally  yielded,"  says 
Mr.  May,  '^  with  an  indolent  facility,  to  the  domination  of  one  or  two  of  its 
own  members,  gifted  with  the  strongest  wilk.  Lord  Thurlow,  lord  Eldon, 
the  duke  of  Wellington,  and  lord  Lyndhurst,  have  swayed  it,  at  different 
times,  almost  with  the  power  of  a  dictator."  t  Mr.  Hume,  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  day  of  prorogation,  had  his  own  review  of  the  business  of 
parliament  during  the  twenty-eight  weeks  of  its  sitting.  He  was  not  alone 
in  the  expression  6f  his  opinion  when  he  asked  whether  it  were  possible  that 
the  Commons  could  ^Uow  the  Lords  any  longer  to  continue  their  opposition 
to  all  measures  of  real  reform  ?  They  had  lost  nearly  a  Session.  "  If  he 
lamented  one  thing  more  than  -another,  it  was  to  see  the  high-minded  noble- 
men of  England  led  by  such  a  man  as  was  now  at  their  head."  Such 
personalities  were  not  confined  to  attacks  in  one  House  upon  members  of  the 
other  House.  The  bitterness  of  lord  Lyndhurst's  invective  stimulated  even 
the  placability  of  viscount  Melbourne,  to  "  refer  him  to  what  was  once  said 
by  the  earl  of  Bristol  of  another  great  statesman  of  former  times  (the  earl 
of  Strafford),  to  whom  the  noble  lord  might,  I  think,  be  not  inapplicably 
compared;  and  of  whom  it  was  said,  'the  malignity. of  his  practices  was 
hugely  aggravated  by  his  vast  talents,  whereof  God  had  given  him  the  use, 
but  the  Devil  the  application.'  "  %  The  experience  of  the  Session  of  1836 
had  produced  amongst  men  of  moderate  opinions  a  very  unwilling  conviction 
of  the  necessity  for  remodelling  the  Upper  House.  The  altered  jcircum- 
stances  of  the  succeeding  year  had  a  sensible  influence  in  assuaging  this 
dangerous  access  of  fever  in  our  constitutional  system.  But  an  equally 
beneficial  change  in  public  opinion  was  produced  by  the  calm  conviction  that 
this  had  not  been  "  a  lost  Session."  Several  measures  of  real  utility  had 
struggled  into  life  amidst  the  rivalries,  the  jealousies,  the  political  hatreds,  of 
the  opposing  parties  of  each  House.  It  is  with  these  measures  and  with 
their  permanent  effects,  that  the  historian  of  the  progress  of  a  nation  is  best 
satisfied  to  deal,  leaving  the  course  of  party  struggle  to  the  annalists  of 
the  immediate  Present. 


*  Hansard,  toI.  zxxt.  ooL  1298. 

t  "  Constiiiitional  History,*'  vol.  i.  p.  268. 

i  Hansard,  vol.  xxzy.  ool.  1304. 
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Before  we  altogether  escape  from  the  bitterness  of  party  conflicts  in  the 
sessions  of  1835  and  1836,  chiefly  excited  by  Irish  questions,  we  may  remark 
that  a  great  deal  of  the  heat  of  the  Conservative  party  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  very  general  belief  that  the  Whig  party  had  made  a  compact  with  Mr. 
O'Connell  and  his  followers,  by  which  their  hostility  was  to  be  averted  on  the 
distinct  understanding  that  they  were  fully  to  participate  in  the  sweets  of 
office.  Upon  lord  Melbourne's  announcement  in  April,  1835,  that  he  had  been 
appointed  to  the  Premiership,  lord  Alvanley  asked  him  on  what  terms  he  had 
negotiated  with  Mr.  0*GonnellP  Lord  Melbourne  answered  that  he  had 
made  no  terms  with  Mr.  OTonnell.  Nevertheless  in  debate  after  debate  it 
was  affirmed,  or  implied,  that  a  treaty  of  alliance,  offensive  and  defensiye, 
between  the  Whig  government  and  the  Irish  Bepealers  had  been  concluded  on 
the  last  accession  of  the  Whigs  to  power.  The  locality  where  this  negotiation 
was  completed  was  as  distinctly  pointed  out  as  the  house  at  Uxbridge  which 
•  was  the  seat  of  the  treaty  between  Charles  the  First  and  his  parliament,  or 
the  Orchard  at  Hal  where  Boufflers  and  Portland  settled  the  terms  of  the 
peace  of  Byswick.  A  careful  topographer  does  not  hesitate  to  tell  us, 
speaking  of  St.  James's  Square,  and  of  No.  13,  Lichfield-house,  built  by 
Athenian  Stuart,  and  so  called  from  Anson,  earl  of  Lichfield,  that  ^'  here  the 
Whigs  and  O'Connell  often  met,  and  the  '  Lichfield-house  Compact '  with 
O'Connell  was  formed  by  the  Whigs  in  1835."  •  Mr.  John  O'Connell  says, 
'^  stupid  affairs  enough  were  those  meetings  in  the  dusty  unfurnished 
drawing-rooms  of  that  dingy  fronted  mansion."  They  got  lectures  on  pro- 
priety and  moderation,  and  vague  promises  of  great  things  to  be  done  at 
some  future  period,  and  some  glimpses  of  a  want  of  cordial  feeling  towards 
them  and  their  English  associates.  Of  the  compact,  he  says,  **  it  was  an 
utter  and  unredeemed  calumny.  No  such  compact  ever  was  made.  No 
engagement,  no  stipulation,  no  barter,  no  compromise  of  any  kind,  species,  or 
description,  took  place  then,  or  at  any  time."t  Enough,  however,  was 
admitted  to  give  point  to  the  virulence  of  Lyndhurst  and  the  gentler  sarcasms 
of  Peel. 

During  the  short  administration  of  sir  Eobert  Peel  he  submitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  the  details  of  a  measure  for  facilitating 
the  settlement  of  the  vexatious  Tithe-question  in  England  and  Wales.  He 
proposed  to  establish  a  commission  to  superintend  the  voluntary  commutation 
of  tithe  in  parishes,  and  to  remove  the  impediments  in  the  way  of  an  easy 
accomplishment  of  such  voluntary  principle.  The  Committee  agreed  to  the 
proposed  resolution  for  a  payment  in  money  in  substitution  for  tithe,  to  be 
charged  upon  the  titheable  land  in  each  parish,  such  payment  to  he  subject  to 
variation  at  stated  periods  according  to  the  prices  of  corn.  On  the  9th  of 
Eebruary,  in  the  session  of  1836,  lord  John  Bussell  introduced  the  govern- 
ment plan,  which  was  founded  upon  the  same  principle  as  that  of  sir  Eobert 
Peel,  of  a  money  payment  instead  of  a  payment  in  kind,  but  differing  from 
it  as  establishing  something  more  effective  than  a  mere  voluntary  commuta- 
tion. By  the  measure  of  lord  John  Bussell  a  voluntary  commutation  was  in 
the  first  instance  to  be  promoted ;  but  in  case  of  no  such  agreement  a  compul- 

*  Cunningham,  "Hand  Book  of  London.*' 
t  **KecollectioDS,"  vol.  i.p.  188. 
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Bory  commutation*  was  to  be  effected  by  commissioners.  The  object  of  the 
Tithe  Commutation  Act  which  was  finally  passed  was  to  assimilate  tithes  aa 
much  as  possible  to  a  rent-charge  upon  the  land.  That  charge  was  to  be 
determined  by  taking  the  averages  of  the  corn-returns  during  seven  preceding 
years ;  and  a  fixed  quantity  of  corn  having  been  previously  determined  as  a 
proper  portion  for  the  tithe  owner,  the  amount  of  money  payment  was  to  be 
settled  by  a  septennial  average  of  the  price  of  corn.  The  opposition  to  this 
measure  assumed  no  party  character.  The  clergy  did  not  feel  their  interests 
to  be  invaded.  The  land  owner  and  farmer  had  for  years  complained  that  no 
institution  was  more  adverse  to  cultivation  and  improvement  than  tithes,  as 
Dr.  Paley  had  long  before  declared.  The  clergy  were  disposed  to  believe  that 
the  plan  of  the  same  sagacious  political  philosopher  to  convert  tithes  into 
corn-rents  would  secure  the  tithe-holder  a  complete  and  perpetual  equivalent 
for  his  interest.  This  measure,  with  subsequent  statutory  improvements,  has 
worked  successfully  under  the  management  of  three  Commissioners.  To  one 
of  the  most  wise  and  energetic  of  these  Commissioners,  the  late  Eev.  Bichard 
Jones,  may  be  ascribed  many  of  the  early  triumphs  over  the  difficulties  of 
carrying  this  measure  into  practice,  and  the  subsequent  general  conviction 
that  it  is  calculated  to  remove  all  grounds  of  discord  and  jealousy  between 
the  clergy  and  their  parishioners,  and  thus  add  security  and  permanence  to  the 
property  of  the  church. 

Another  measure  of  the  Session  of  1836,  which  amply  refuted  the  opinion 
that  legislators  in  either  House  could  only  look  at  great  social  questions 
through  the  mists  of  party,  was  the  passing  of  the  Bill  for  allowing  Counsel 
to  Prisoners.  The  final  debate  upon  the  Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords  was 
xemarkable  for  a  most  honourable  declaration  of  lord  Lyndhurst,  that  his 
former  opposition  to  the  measure  had  been  converted  into  a  hearty  approval 
of  it.  In  an  interesting  volume  by  Mr.  Matthew  Davenport  Hill*  we  have 
a  succinct  and  very  complete  history  of  the  course  of  public  opinion  on  the 
question  of  counsel  to  prisoners.  He  shows  that  even  Judge  Jefireys  had 
told  a  jury  that  he  thought  it  a  hard  case  that  a  man  should  have  counsel  to 
'defend  himself  for  a  twopenny  trespass,  but  that  he  should  be  denied  counsel 
where  life,  estate,  honour,  and  all  were  concerned.  It  was  not  until  1824 
•that  any  attempt  was  made  in  parliament  to  remove  this  disability  under 
which  prisoners  laboured.  In  that  year  Mr.  George  Lamb,  the  brother  of 
•lord  Melbourne,  brought  the  subject  before  the  House  of  Commons.  He 
was  supported  by  sir  James  Mackintosh,  Dr.  Lushington,  and  Mr.  Denman. 
'  Mr.  Canning  was  favourable  to  the  change,  but  the  speech  of  Mr.  Attorney- 
Oeneral  Copley  had  converted  him  into  an  opponent  of  the  measure. 
Sydney  Smith  in  1826  drew  a  picture  of  the  cruel  oppression  involved  in  the 
disability  of  the  prisoner's  counsel  to  address  a  jury :  "It  is  a  most  affecting 
moment  in  a  court  of  justice  when  the  evidence  has  all  been  heard,  and  the 
judge  asks  the  prisoner  what  he  has  to  say  in  his  defence.  The  prisoner,  who 
has  (by  great  exertions,  perhaps,  of  his  friends)  saved  up  money  enough  to 
procure  counsel,  says  to  the  judge,  *  that  he  leaves  his  defence  to  his  counsel.' 
"We  have  often  blushed  for  English  humanity  to  hear  the  reply,  *  Tour  counsel 

*  *'  Suggestionfl  for  the  Bepreesion  of  Crime,  contained  in  Charges  delivered  to  Grand  Juries 
of  Birmingham.*' 
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cannot  speak  for  you ;  you  must  speak  for  yourself.'  Arid  this  is  the  reply 
given  to  a  poor  girl  of  eigliteen^ — to  a  foreigner — to  a  deaf  man — to  a  stam- 
merei' — to  the  9ick — ^to  the  feeble — ^to  the  old — to  the  most  abject  and 
ignorant  of  human  beings!"*  In  1834  the  Prisoners'  Counsel  Bill  was 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Ewart.  The  debate  was  on 
the  second  reading,  when  Mr.  Hill,  then  member  for  Hull,  seconded  Mr* 
Ewart's  motion.  The  measure  was  passed  by  the  House  of  Commons 
without  a  division,  but  was  rejected  by  the  Lords.  It  was  brpught  forward 
again  by  Mr.  Ewart  in  1835 — when  it  dropped  on  account  of  the  late  period 
of  the  Session — and  in  1836.  In  the  latter  year  it  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  forty-four.  It  was  then  introduced  to  the  House  of  Lords  by  lord 
Lyndhurst.  It  was  on  that  occasion  that  he  made  bis  honest  recantation  of 
his  former  opinion.  He  had  come  to  a  conviction  that  the  evils  and  incon- 
veniences of  allowing  counsel  to  prisoners  had  been  greatly  exaggerated,  and 
ought  not  to  be  put  for  a  moment  in  competition  with  that  which  the 
obvious  justice  of  the  case  so  clearly  demanded.  Twice  did  the  House  of 
Lords  debate  this  question,  but  the  measure  passed  without  a  division. 
Lord  Abinger,  formerly  Mr.  Scarlett,  might  have  great  doubts  as  to  the^ 
policy  of  the  Bill,  and  be  afraid  of  their  lordships  becoming  too  much  m 
love  with  theory ;  but  no  expression  of  doubt,  no  plea  for  delay,  could  stand 
up  against  the  united  opinions  of  such  men  as  lord  Denman,  lord  Cottenham, 
then  Chancellor,  and  lord  Lyndhurst.  It  is  a  remnant,  said  lord  Lyndhurst, 
of  a  barbarous  practice.  The  continuance  of  it  is  against  tlie  great  current 
of  authority.  It  is  contrary  to  the  practice  of  all  civilized  nations.  An 
alteration  was  essential  to  the  due  investigation  of  truth. 

We  have  incidentally  referred  to  the  important  Act  that  was  passed  in  the 
session  of  1835  for  effecting  greater  uniformity  of  practice  in  the  govern- 
ment of  prisons  in  England  and  Wales,  and  for  appointing  Inspectors  of 
Prisons  in  Great  Britain.  This  most  salutary  statute  was  founded  upon 
Eeports  of  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords.  The  duke  of 
Hichmond,  who  was  the  promoter  of  this  inquiry,  laboured  most  assiduously 
in  the  collection  of  the  evidence  upon  Which  the  measure  of  reform  was  to  be 
founded,  himself  with  other  peers  visiting  many  of  the  ill-regulated  dens 
where  the  old  criminal  became  more  hardened  in  his  iniquity,  and  the 
youthful  offender  was  systematically  trained  to  a  maturity  in  guilt.  The 
Beport  of  the  Lords'  Committee  proposed  that  entire  separation  between  the 
prisoners  should  be  enforced,  except  during  the  hours  of  labour  and  of 
religious  worship  and  instruction.  Many  persons  out  of  the  large  number 
examined  by  the  Committee  were  governors  or  chaplains  of  gaols  in  the 
country,  and  they  all,  without  a  dissentient  voice,  concurred  in  opinion  as  to 
the  contaminating  influence  of  prisons  as  they  were  then  conducted.  They 
held  that  the  associations  of  prisons  were  destructive  to  every  casual  offender. 
The  country  gaols,  especially  those  under  corporate  management,  could  only 
be  regarded  as  great  nurseries  of  crime.  There  was  no  religious  instruction^ 
no  education  of  juvenile  prisoners,  no  employment.  The  county  gaols  and 
houses  of  correction  were  better  managed,  some  system  of  discipline  being 
observed.    But  none  of  the  gaols  in  corporate  towns  could  present  a  more- 

♦  "Edinburgh  Beview,"  toL  xit.  p.  5,  quoted  by  Mr.  Hill. 
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disgusting  example  of  the  contamiDating  influence  of  an  ill-managed  prison 
than  the  great  gaol  of  Newgate,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  of  London.    In  the  session  of  1886,  when  the  Inspectors  appointed 
under  the  Act  of  1835  had  made  their  first  Beport,  the  management  of  prisons 
again  came  under  the  consideration  of  Parliament.     This  Beport  drew 
attention  to  what  the  duke  of  Eichmond  described  as  '*  the  dreadful  state  of 
the  City  gaols."     The  visits  of  the  Inspectors  had  produced  a  correction  of 
some  of  the  most  striking  evils  of  the  country  gaols,  and  he  trusted  that  before 
the  next  session  they  would  find  the  great  gaol  of  the  City  of  ^London  not  in 
a  worse  condition  than  the  prisons  in  other  parts  of  the  country.     It  was  on 
this  occasion  that  an  earnest  conviction  of  the  horrors  of  the  gaol-system  with 
regard  to  juvenile  offenders  was  manifested  in  a  manner  which  promised  at 
so  distant  time  the  establishment  of  lieformatories.     The  marquis  of  Lans- 
downe  acknowledged  that  although  this  country  abounded  with  the  means 
of  juvenile  employment,  yet  the  number  of  juvenile  offenders  exceeded  that  of 
any  country  in  Europe.    He  announced  that  lord  John  Eussell,  the  Secretary 
for  the  Home  Department,  was  preparing,  at  least  as  a  matter  of  experiment, 
the  means  of  establishing  a  place  of  detention  having  the  character  of  an 
asylum  or  refuge,  where  children  yet  young  in  crime,  but  who  were  the 
victims  of  ignorance,  of  abandonment,  of  desertion  by  their  parents,  or  were 
totally  incapable  of  distinguishing  between  right  and  wrong,  should  be  saved 
from  condemnation  to  any  prison  whatever.  *    The  Act  for  the  Government 
of  Prisons  was  not  as  yet  extended  to  Scotland,  except  as  regarded  the 
appointment  of  Inspectors,     The  first  Inspector  of  the  Scotch  prisons  was 
Mr.  Frederic  Hill.     From  his  early  Beports  there  is  no  difificulty  in  coming 
to  the  conclusion  that  they  were  absolutely  worse  than  the  worst  in  England. 
Dirt,  idleness,  drinking,  gambling,  fighting,  and  stealing  were  their   distin- 
guishing characteristics.    Prisoners  of  different  ages,  tried  and  untried, — 
thieves,  deserters,  persons  convicted  of  petty  assaults,—- all  were    herded 
together,  almost  secure  from  observation,  and  wholly  unprovided  with  useful 
employment.     It  was,  says  Mr.  F.  Hill  in  his  Eeport  of  1838-39,  "a  system 
under  which  the  smuggling  of  forbidden  articles  into  the  prisons,  smoking, 
drinking,  gambling,  swearing,  the  use  of  obscene  language,  stealing  from  each 
other,   cheating,  quarrelling,  fighting,  and  various  acts  of  tyranny,  are  of 
common  occurrence  ;  and  under  which  robberies  are  planned  to  be  executed 
after  the  offenders  shall  have  left  prison."  t 

One  of  the  most  important  measures  towards  a  more  complete  system  of 
national  statistics  was  brought  forward  by  lord  John  Eussell  in  the  session 
of  1836.  On  the  12th  of  February  he  introduced  the  Bill  for  the  General 
Eegistration  of  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages.  At  the  same  time  he  brought  • 
forwarft  a  Bill  for  amending  the  law  regulating  the  Marriages  of  Dissenters, 
which  regulation  was  connected  with  the  establishment  of  a  General  Civil 
Eegistration.  "With  regirJ  to  the  second  Bill  it  was  shrewdly  anticipated  by 
sir  Eobert  Peel  that,  when  no  point  of  honour  was  concerned,  many  of  the 
Dissenters,  particularly  the  female  portion  of  them,  would  prefer  being 
married  in  church.    There  were  no  intolerant  prejudices  opposed  in  the 

*  Hansard,  yo].  sxxt.,  Debate  of  August  12th. 

t  *'  Crime  :  ite  Amount,  Canses,  and  Bemedies,**  by  Frederic  Hill,  p.  180.      i<-^  t 
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legislature  to  the  passing  of  the  Bill  which  permitted  Marriages  to  be. 
solemnized  in  the  presence  of  the  district-registrar.  To  the  other  Bill  no 
stickler  for  antiquity  could  prefer  the  parochial  registry  established  by  Secre- 
tary Cromwell  exactly  three  hundred  years  before  this  measure  was  to  come 
into  operation,  to  one  general  system  which  under  responsible  officers ,  should 
supersede  the  variable  entries  of  sixteen  thousand  parishes,  so  often  lost  or 
mutilated,  and  so  difficult  to  be  referred  to  even  when  properly  preserved. 
The  important  office  of  Superintendent-Begistrar  was  created  by  this  statute. 
The  Poor-Law  'Unions  were  divided  into  districts  for  which  Begistrars  were 
appointed,  with  a  Superintendent-Begistrar  in  each  Union,  The  regulations 
by  which  a  complete  registration  of  births  and  deaths  is  accomplished  are  now 
familiar  to  every  father  and  mother,  and  every  occupier  of  a  house  in  which 
any  birth  or  death  may  happen,  who  are  bound  to  furnish  information  of  the 
fact  to  the  Registrar.  Mr.  Porter,  in  his  valuable  "  Progress  of  the  Nation," 
says,  "  The  establishing  of  a  department  for  the  systematic  registration  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  in  England  and  Wales,  has  been  of  great  use  in 
the  examination  of  questions  depending  upon  various  contingencies  connected 
with  human  life."  Certified  copies  of  the  entries  of  births  and  deaths  are 
sent  quarterly  by  the  Begistrar  to  the  Superintendent-Begistrar,  and  by  him 
to  the  Begistrar- General.  It  is  from  this  source  that  we  derive  the  knowledge 
of  many  most  interesting  facts  connected  with  the  progress  of  the  population 
— facts  which  the  scientific  knowledge  and  the  literary  skill  of  the  heads  of 
the  Begistrar-Oeneral's  department  have  redeemed  from  the  ordinary  dulness 
of  statistics  to  constitute  some  of  the  most  attractive  reading  of  the  public 
journals.  The  Begistrar-GeneraPs  Aunual  Beport  enables  the  legislature  to 
form  a  tolerably  accurate  estimate  of  the  increment  of  the  population  in  the 
decennial  intervals  of  a  census. 

In  this  session  there  were  two  most  important  changes  proposed  by  the 
Government  .with  reference  to  journalism  and  the  general  commerce  of 
literature.  On  the  20th  of  June  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved 
"  that  the  duty  payable  upon  every  sheet  whereon  a  newspaper  is  ppnted 
shall  in  future  be  one  penny."  The  newspaper  stamp  for  many  years  had 
been  four-pence.  Amongst  the  opponents  of  this  measure  one  county 
member  complained  that  already  the  mails  were  so  heavily  laden  on  a 
Saturday  night  with  newspapers  that  it  was  hardly  safe  to  travel  by  them. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  anticipated  that  the  penny  stamp  would 
produce  quite  as  much  as  the  fourpenny  stamp.  "  If  he  is  right,"  said  sir 
Charles  Knightley,  *'  then  the  quantity  of  newspapers  must  be  more  than 
trebled,  and  if  so,  there  must  be  a  tax  raised  for  their  conveyance."  The 
proposition  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  carried  by  a  majority 
only  of  thirty-three,  and  with  seme  alterations  finally  passed  the  House  of 
Lords.  The  other  measure  was  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  paper.  Lord 
Francis  Egerton,  himself  a  xfian  of  letters,  in  presetityig  a  petition  before  the 
government  proposition  was  introduced,  claimed  for  this  subject  the  best 
attention  of  the  House  on  account  of  the  effect  which  the  state  of  the  law 
produced  on  literature,  especially  upon  cheap  literature.  By  the  Act  to 
repeal  the  existing  duties  on  Paper,  which  received  the  royal  assent  on  the 
13th  of  August,  the  varying  duties  according  to  the  class  or  denomination 
were  merged  in  one  uniform  duty  upon  all  paper  of  three  halfpence  per 
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pound.  The  relief  to  the  publiaheni  of  cheap  works  was  as  timely  as  it  was 
important.  We  may  instance  that  it  came  to  save  the  "  Penny  CyclopaBdia" 
from  extinction  in  the  fourth  year  of  its  struggle  against  heavy  loss,  under 
the  opposing  conditions  of  paying  at  the  highest  rate  for  literary  labour,  and 
selling  at  as  low  a  rate  as  that  of  works  in  which  the  quality  of  the  authorship 
was  a  secondary  consideration. 

The  great  interest  of  events  at  home  after  the  French  Bevolution  of  1830, 
has  precluded  us  from  giving  even  a  passing  notice  of  foreign  politics.  Since 
that  time,  indeed,  the  peace  of  Europe  had  not  been  materially  disturbed  so 
as  to  influence  the  political  action  of  the  British  Government.  Belgium  had 
quietly  settled  down  into  a  Constitutional  Monarchy,  subsequently  to  the 
fortunate  period  for  that  country  when  prince  Leopold  of  Saxe-Coburg  was 
chosen  king  in  1831.  In  that  year  the  boundaries  of  the  new  kingdom  were 
defined,  and  the  peaceable  possession  of  his  territory  was  guaranteed  by  the  five 
great  Powers  to  this  most  sagacious  and  discreet  of  sovereigns.  The  stability 
of  the  Belgian  monarchy  appeared  to  be  still  more  effectually  secured  by  the 
marriage  of  king  Leopold  in  1832  to  the  eldest  daughter  of  Louis  Philippe, 
king  of  the  French.  At  the  close  of  the  parliamentary  session  of  1836,  it 
was  lamented  in  the  king's  speech  that  Spain  was  the  only  exception  to  the 
general  tranquillity  of  Europe ;  that  the  hopes  entertained  of  the  termination 
of  the  civil  war  in  that  country  had  not  been  realized.  Under  the  treaty 
of  Quadruple  Alliance,  whose  object  was  the  restoration  of  internal  peace  in 
Spain,  Great  Britain  had  afforded  to  the  queen  of  that  country  the  co- 
operation of  a  naval  force.  Perdinand  the  Seventh,  who  died  in  1833,  had 
left  by  his  will  his  infant  daughter  Isabel  as  heir  to  his  throne.  The  queen- 
mother,  Christina,  was  appointed  queen-regent.  The  brother  of  Ferdinand, 
Don  Carlos,  immediately  disputed  the  title  of  Isabel,  maintaining  that  by  the 
Salic  law  females  were  excluded  from  the  sovereignty  of  Spain.  The  civil 
war  which  ensued  lasted  till  1840.  The  partisans  of  Don  Carlos  were  then 
finally  defeated ;  but  the  contest  was  attended  with  so  many  circumstances  of 
bitter  and  cruel  animosity,  that  the  Spanish  nation  became  greatly  demora- 
lized, and  the  old  glories  and  prosperity  of  the  country  appeared  to  be 
altogether  passing  away.  The  intervention  of  our  government,  and  the 
whole  scope  of  the  Quadruple  Treaty  of  1834,  were  the  objects  of  severe 
parliamentary  censure.  The  British  Legion,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant- 
general  sir  De  Lacy  Evans,  which  acted  with  the  consent  of  our  government 
in  aid  of  the  queen  of  Spain,  accomplished  some  brilliant  exploits,  and  was 
generally  successful  against  the  Carlist  troops ;  but  these  triumphs  were 
bought  with  severe  losses.  The  intervention  of  Great  Britain,  whether  direct 
or  indirect,  excited  little  sympathy  at  home ;  for  popular  opinion  was  gradually 
reaching  the  conviction  that  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  our  country  were 
best  maintained  by  leaving  foreigners  to  fight  out  their  own  quarrels,  always 
provided  that  the  honour  of  the  nation  should  not  be  compromised  by  apathy 
or  inertness. 

During  the  six  years  in  which  Louis  Philippe  had  been  king  of  the  French, 
his  reign  had  not  been  exempted  from  solicitudes  of  a  more  painful  nature 
than  the  ordinary  cares  of  monarchs.  In.  the  first  two  years  of  his  rule 
events  bad  been  in  some  degree  propitious  to  him.  The  duke  of  Eeichstadt, 
the  son  of  Napoleon,  died  in  1832.    His  presence  in  France  might  jiJ;  any  , 
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time  have  raised  up  a  Lost  of  Bonapaitists,  whose  moyementB  might  have 
been  exceedingly  dangerous  to  the  Citizen  King.  The  attempts  of  the  duchess 
of  Berri  to  excite  an  insurrection  in  favour  of  her  son,  the  duke  of  Bordeaux, 
had  signally  failed.  Freedom  of  debate  in  the  Chambers,  and  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  appeared  the  best  guarantees  for  the  security  of  the  constitutional 
government.  But  the  unrestricted  power  of  speaking  and  writing  was  not 
used  with  moderation.  The  licence  of  the  press,  and  the  occasional  hostility 
of  the  Chambers,  produced  a  counter-disposition  on  the  part  of  the  king  to 
struggle  against  what  he  believed  to  be  the  evils  of  the  representative  system. 
There  were  constant  changes  of  administration  since  Lafitte  took  the  reins 
of  government  in  November,  1830.  In  1831  Lafitte  was  succeeded  by 
Casimir  Perier,  who  had  a  premiership  of  something  more  tha^  a  year  and 
a  half.  From  October,  1832,  to  September,  1836,  there  had  been  nine 
changes  of  ministry — Soult,  Quizot ;  Soult,  Broglie ;  Soult,  Thiers ;  Gerard ; 
Bassano ;  Mortier ;  Broglie,  Humann ;  Broglie,  d* Argout ;  Thiers.  In 
September,  1836,  the  heads  of  the  cabinet  wer|^  Mold  and  Guizot.  During 
these  changes,  and  the  consequent  excitement  of  parliamentary  conflicts, 
there  had  been  more  than  one  conspiracy  of  which  the  great  object  was  to 
assassinate  the  king.  The  28th  of  July,  1835,  was  the  second  day  of  the 
fetes  to  commemorate  the  Eevolution  of  1830.  Louis  Philippe,  with  his 
three  sons  and  a  splendid  suite  of  military  officers,  was  riding  through  the 
line  of  the  National  Guard,  drawn  up  on  the  Boulevard  du  Temple,  when  an 
explosion  resembling  a  discharge  of  musketry  took  place  from  the  window 
of  a  house  overlooking  the  road.  Fourteen  persons,  amongst  whom  were 
mai'shal  Mortier  and  general  De  Virigny,  were  killed  upon  the  spot.  A 
shower  of  bullets  had  been  discharged  by  a  machine  consisting  of  twenty-five 
barrels,  which,  arranged  horizontally  side  by  side  upon  a  frame,  could  be  fired 
at  once  by  a  train  of  gunpowder.  The  king  was  unhurt.  The  police  rushed 
into  the  house  and  seized  the  assassin*,  who  was  wounded  by  the  bursting  of 
one  of  the  barrels.  He  proved  to  be  a  Corsican  named  Fieschi,  who  main« 
tained  that  he  had  no  object  in  this  wholesale  massacre  but  his  desire  to 
destroy  the  king.  Another  attempt  upon  the  life  of  Louis  Philippe  was 
made  in  1836,  by  a  man  of  the  name  of  Alibaud,  who  fired  into  the  king*8 
carriage,  the  queen  and  his  sister  being  with  him.  A  third  attempt  was 
made  in  the  same  year  by  another  desperado,  named  Meunier.  In  the 
history  of  such  fearful  manifestations  of  wickedness  or  madness,  there  is 
nothing  more  remarkable  than  the  extraordinary  escapes  of  Louis  Philippe 
as  if  he  bore  a  charmed  life. 

More  interesting  at  the  present  day  than  these  brutal  attempts  at  assassi- 
nation was  the  failure  of  an  enterprise  which  contemplated,  without  any 
apparent  organization,  the  overthrow  of  a  strong  government  by  a  young 
man  of  twenty-five,  who  relied  only  upon  his  name,  his  abilities^  and  his 
daring.  Charles  Louis  Napoleon,  the  youngest  son  of  Louis  Bonaparte,  king  of 
Holland,  and  of  Hortense  Eugenie,  daughter  of  the  empress  Josephine  by  her 
first  husband,  had  so  dwelt  upon  his  boyish  remembrances  of  his  illustrious 
uncle,  that  when  in  1832  the  duke  of  Beichstadt  died,  and  he  became, 
according  to  a  decree  of  1804,  heir  to  the  throne,  the  natural  course  of  his 
ambition  was  to  assert  his  claim  against  one  whom  he  regarded  as  a  usurper- 
Louis  Philippe  was  always  apprehensive  of  the  rivalry  of  this  young  man. 
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He  had  refused  him  permission  to  return  to  Prance  in  1830.  He  had 
farther  influenced  the  goTemment  of  Eome  to  order  him  to  quit  the  Papal 
terHtory.  Escaping  from  Italj,  he  resided  with  his  mother  in  the  Chateau 
Arenenberg  in  Switzerland,  where  he  devoted  himself  to  the  study  of 
politics  and  of  military  science,  and  became  known  in  Europe  as  a  writer  of 
diligent  research  and  unquestionable  ability.  "Whatever  study  he  pursued  and 
whatever  ideas  he  promulgated  had  evidently  some  bearing  upon  what  h^ 
implicitly  believed  would  be  his  great  future. 

The  ordinary  relations  of  the  attempt  of  Louis  Napoleon — availing  himself 
•of  the  general  unpopularity  of  the  king  of  the  Prench,  to  risk  the  result 
of  a  popular  commotion  to  overthrow  the  Orleans  dynasty — have  recently 
received  a  new  interest  from  the  ofiBcial  revelations  of  M.  Gruizot.  He 
relates  that  on  the  evening  of  the  31st  of  October  the  Minister  of  the  Interior 
brought  to  him  a  telegraphic  despatch  received  from  Strasbourg,  dated 
on  the  evening  of  the  30th,  which  announced  that  about  six  o'clock  that 
morning    Louis    Napoleon   "traversed  the  streets   of  Strasbourg  with  a 

party  of *'     A  mist  which  enveloped  the  line  of  telegraph  had 

left  the  remainder  of  the  despatch  uncertain.  Guizot  and  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior  repaired  instantly  to  the  Tuileries,  where  they  found  the  whole 
Cabinet  assembled.  All  was  conjecture.  Instructions  were  drawn  up, 
founded  upon  many  possible  contingencies.  The  ministers  remained  with 
the  king  nearly  the  whole  night,  expecting  news  which  came  not.  During 
•those  hours  of  suspense,  the  queen,  the  king's  sister,  the  princes,  entered 
again  and  again  to  ask  if  anything  had  transpired.  "  I  was  struck,"  says 
M.  Guizot,  "  by  the  sadness  of  the  king,  not  that  he  seemed  uneasy  or 
4subdued,  but  uncertainty  as  to  the  seriousness  of  the  event  occupied  his 
thoughts;  and  these  reiterated  conspiracies,  these  attempts  at  civil  war, 
republican,  legitimist,  and  Bouapartist,  this  continual  necessity  of  contend- 
ing, repressing,  and  punishing,  weighed  on  him  as  a  hateful  burden.  Despite 
^ia  long  experience  and  all  that  it  had  taught  him  of  man's  passions  and  the 
Ticissitudes  of  life,  he  was  and  continued  to  be  naturally  easy,  confiding, 
benevolent,  and  hopeful.  He  grew  tired  of  having  incessantly  to  w&tch, 
to  defend  himself,  and  of  finding  so  many  enemies  on  his  steps."* 

The  next  morning,  the  1st  of  November,  an  aide-de-camp  of  the  com- 
mandant at  Strasbourg  brought  to  the  perplexed  king  and  his  ministers  a 
solution  of  the  telegraphic  mystery.  Louis  Napoleon,  having  the  support  of 
4L  colonel  who  commanded  a  battalion,  had  presented  himself  at  the  barrack 
-of  a  regiment  of  artillery,  and  was  received  with  shouts  of  "  Long  live  the. 
Emperor."  At  another  barrack  the  attempts  of  the  prince  upon  the 
fidelity  of  the  troops  was  repulsed ;  and  he  and  his  followers  were  arrested 
by  the  colonA  and  other  officers  of  the  forty-sixth  regiment  of  infantry. 
The  affair  was  over  in  a  few  hours  without  bloodshed.  One  only  of  the 
known  adherents  of  Louis  Napoleon,  M.  de  Persigny,  his  intimate  friend, 
-effected  his  escape.  On  ascertaining  the  result  of  this  rash  enterprise, 
^ueen  Hortense,  whose  affection  for  her  son  was  most  devoted,  hurried  to 
Prance  to  intercede  for  him  with  the  government.  Prom  Viry,  near  Paris, 
«he  addressed  her  supplications  to  the  king  and  M.  Mole.     M.  Guizot 

•  "  Memoirs  to  iUuatrate  the  History  of  My  Time,"  vol.  iv.  p.  197  ;  186 
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says,  **  She  might  have  spared  them.  The  resolution  of  not  bringing  prince 
Louis  to  trial,  and  of  sending  him  to  the  United .  States  of  America,  was 
already  takeu.  This  was  the  decided  inclination  of  the  king,  and  the 
unanimous  advice  of  the  cabinet."  The  adventurer  was  brought  from  the 
citadel  of  Strasbourg  to  Paris,  where  he  stayed  only  a  few  hours.  He  was 
then  taken  to  L' Orient,  where  he  embarked  on  the  14th  of  November  in  a 
frigate  which  was  to  touch  at  New  York.  The  sub-prefect  of  L' Orient 
waited  on  the  prince  when  he  was  on  board,  inquired  whether  he  would  find 
any  resources  when  he  arrived  in  the  United  States,  and  being  told  that 
none  were  at  first  to  be  expected,  the  prefect  placed  in  his  hands  a  caskets 
containing  fifteen  thousand  francs  in  gold,  which  the  king  had  ordered  him 
thus  to  appropriate.  Louis  Napoleon  remained  in  the  United  States  till 
October  1837,  when,  hearing  of  the  illness  of  his  mother,  he  encountered  the 
risks  of  a  return  to  Europe,  and  was  with  Hortense  at  her  death.  The 
French  government  demanded  his  extradition  from  Switzerland.  The  Can- 
tons refused  to  comply ;  but  Louis  Philippe  enforced  his  demand  by  the 
irresistible  argument  of  an  army,  and  the  prince  withdrew  to  England.  The 
fashionable  circles  of  London  regarded  him  merely  as  a  man  of  pleasure,  and 
he  was  popular  in  country  houses  from  the  spirit  with  which  he  could  follow 
hounds  in  a  fox-chase.  His  attempt  at  Strasbourg  had  only  excited  laughter 
here.  He  was  not  generally  regarded  as  possessing  any  force  of  character 
that  would  justify  a  lofty  ambition. 

On  the  31st  of  January,  1837,  Parliament  was  opened  by  Commissioners^ 
The  most  important  passage  in  the  royal  speech  had  reference  to  the  state  of 
the  province  of  Lower  Canada.  It  is  unnecessary  here  to  enter  upon  the 
history  of  those  discontents  which  ended  in  insurrection.  Grievances  were 
removed,  and  revolts  were  put  down,  at  no  distant  period ;  from  which  time 
the  course  of  events  may  be  regarded  as  a  whole.  Pew  of  the  proceedings 
of  parliament  during  a  session  which  circumstances  had  rendered  unusually 
short  acquired  a  legislative  completion.  Lord  John  Bussell  proposed  the 
government  plan  for  introducing  Poor-Laws  into  Ireland.  The  dissolution  of 
parliament  interrupted  the  progress  of  the  Bill.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer proposed  a  measure  for  the  abolition  of  Church-rates,  which  was  stre» 
nuously  opposed,  and  finally  was  abandoned  by  the  government.  Lord  John 
'Russell  introduced  a  series  of  bills  for  the  further  amendment  of  the  Criminal 
Law.  These  also  were  to  stand  over  till  another  session.  Only  twenty<»pne 
public  Acts,  none  of  which  efiected  any  important  changes,  received  the  royal 
assent  of  king  William  the  Fourth. 

On  the  9th  of  June  a  bulletin  issued  from  Windsor  Castle  informing  a 
loyal  and  really  affectionate  people  that  the  king  was  ill.  It  announced  that 
he  had  suffered  for  some  time  from  an  affection  of  the  cheat,  which  had 
confined  him  to  his  apartment,  had  produced  considerable  weakness,  but 
had  not  interrupted  his  usual  attention  to  business.  There  was  less  appre- 
hension of  a  serious  result  from  it  being  generally  known  that  his  majesiy,. 
previous  to  his  accession  to  the  throne,  had  been  subject  to  violent  attacks  of 
what  is  called  the  hay-fever.  This  malady  had  returned.  From  the  12th  of 
June  bulletins  were  regularly  issued  till  the  19th.  The  irritation  of  the 
lungs  had  then  greatly  increased,  and  respiration  had  become  exceedingly 
painful.     By  the  king's  express  desire  the  archbishops  of  Canterbury  and 
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York  prepared  a  prayer  for  bis  restoration  to  health,  which,  on  the  16th,  was 
ordered  by  the  Privy  Council  to  be  used  immediately  before  the  Litany.  On 
Sunday,  the  18th  of  June,  the  symptoms  assumed  a  more  alarming  character, 
and  it  was  announced  in  the  bulletin  of  the  19th  that  his  majesty  on  that  day 
bad  received  the  sacrament  at  the  hands  of  the  archbishop  of  Canteibury. 
On  Tuesday,  the  20th  of  June,  the  last  of  these  official  documents  was 
issued.  His  majesty  had  expired  that  morning  at  twelve  minutes  past  two 
o'clock. 

The  lapse  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  enabled  us  to  appreciate  the 
justice  of  those  parliamentary  eulogies  on  the  character  of  William  the 
Pourth  which  immediately  followed  his  death.*  In  the  House  of  Lords, 
Viscount  Melbourne  dwelt  upon  his  zeal  and  assiduity  in  the  discharge  of 
the  public  business ;  upon  his  fairness  and  eeuse  of  justice — ''  most  fiEur,  most 
candid,  most  impartial,  most  willing  to  hear,  to  weigh,  and  to  consider  what 
was  urged  even  in  opposition  to  his  most  favourite  opinions."  The  duke  of 
Wellington  bore  distinct  testimony  to  the  total  absence  of  vindictive  feelings 
in  the  late  king.  The  opposition  of  the  duke  when  prime  minister  to  the  views 
of  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  had  compelled  him  to  resign  that  great  office  which 
he  was  most  anxious  to  retain;  and  yet  on  his  accession  he  employed  the 
duke  in  his  service,  and  manifested  towards  him  the  greatest  kindness.  Earl 
Ghrej  described  him  as  truly  "  a  Patriot  King" — one  whose  most  anxious 
desire  was  to  decide  what  was  best  for  the  country  over  which  he  ruled. 
Lord  Brougham  entirely  agreed  in  what  had  been  said  of  the  amiable 
disposition,  the  inflexible  love  of  justice,  and  the  rare  candour  by  which  the 
character  of  William  the  Fourth  was  distinguished.  In  the  House  of 
Commons,  lord  John  Bussell  panegyrized  the  conduct  of  the  late  king 
towards  his  ministers  as  marked  by  sincerity  and  kindness.  He  was  in  the 
habit  of  stating  his  opinions  frankly,  fairly  and  fdly;  never  seeking  anj 
indirect  means  of  accomplishing  an  object,  but  in  a  straightforward  and 
manly  way  confined  himself  to  an  open,  simple,  and  plain  attempt  to  impress 
the  minds  of  others  with  the  opinion  which  he  might  at  the  moment  entertain. 
If  his  constitutional  advisers  differed  from  him,  and  still  continued  to  be  his 
servants,  he  left  them  wholly  responsible  for  carrying  into  effect  the  course 
of  policy  which  they  recommended.  His  devotion  during  his  last  illness  to 
the  public  business  was  the  same  as  it  had  been  through  his  whole  reign. 
During  a  period  of  great  suffering  whatever  required  immediate  attention 
received  immediate  notice.  On  the  last  day  of  his  life  he  signed  one  of  those 
papers  in  which  he  exercised  the  royal  prerogative  of  mercy.  Sir  Sobert 
Peel  bore  the  same  testimony  to  the  king's  utter  forgetfulness  of  all  amuse- 
ment, and  even  of  all  private  considerations,  that  could  for  a  moment 
interfere  with  the  most  efficient  discharge  of  his  public  duties. 

It  is  impossible  to  read  these  testimonies  to  the  public  virtues  of  William 
the  Eourth,  given  by  the  most  eminent  men  of  the  two  great  parties  in  the 
State,  without  subscribing  to  their  general  truth.  They  did  not  overdo  their 
praise.  They  did  not  attempt  to*represent  their  late  master  as  a  sovereign  of 
eminent  ability,  of  a  highly  cultivated  understanding,  of  great  refinement. 
They  spoke  of  him  as  a  man  who  honestly  endeavoured  to  understand  the 


*  See  Oebfttee  in  both  Hoiues  on  the  Qmeen^s  Message^  Jnne  22— Hansard,  yoL 
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important  questions  upon  wbich  he  had  to  decide,  and  faithfully  to  do  his 
part  of  letting  his  ministers  work  out  their  own  policy  without  meddling  and 
without  intrigue.  It  was  certainly  a  beautiful  part  of  the  character  of  the 
king  that  he  did  not  treasure  up  the  grievances  of  the  duke  of  Clarence. 
Queea  Caroline's  Solicitor- General,  who  had  denounced  him  as  a  slanderer, 
became  his  Lord  Chief  Justice.  The  duke  of  Wellington,  who  turned  him 
out  of  a  lucrative  oflRce  which  he  could  ill-afford  to  give  up,  was  retained  as 
his  Prime  Minister  when  he  came  to  the  Crown.  It  is  impossible  not  to  see 
in  how  marked  a  manner,  although  it  might  have  been  without  a  direct 
intention,  the  traits  most  dwelt  upon  in  the  public  character  of  WOliaiu  the 
Pourth  were  in  forcible  contrast  with  the  public  and  private  life  of  the  Eegent 
and  of  George  the  Pourth.  This  contrast  was  evidently  in  the  mind  of  the 
preacher  who  thus  spoke  of  the  monarch  then  unburied :  "  When  he  entered 
into  his  palaces  he  did  not  say, '  All  this  is  my  birthright ;  I  am  entitled  to 
it— it  is  my  due.  How  can  I  gain  more  splendour  ?  how  can  I  increase 
all  the  pleasures  of  the  senses  ? ' "  • 

We  have  noticed  one  slip  in  the  prudent  course  of  the  constitutional 
government  of  the  sailor-king — his  abrupt  dismissal  of  the  ministry  of  lord 
Melbourne.  This  mistake  has  been  ascribed,  and  perhaps  not  untruly,  to 
the  influence  of  the  family  by  whom  he  was  surrounded.  Por  many  years 
the  duke  of  Clarence  enjoyed  as  much  domestic  happiness  as  th^  Eoyal 
Marriage  Act  permitted  to  him.  Mrs.  Jordan,  one  of  the  most  fascinating 
of  actresses,  lived  with  him  in  all  the  relations  of  a  faithful  and  affectionate 
w^ife,  except  that  of  the  sacred  inviolability  of  the  nuptial  tie.  This  lady 
bore  him  ten  children.  The  world  did  not  look  unkindly  upon  this  union. 
The  five  sons  and  five  daughters  were  affectionately  cherished  by  their  father ; 
and  when  state  reasons  led  the  duke  of  Clarence  to  marry  in  1818,  the  excel- 
lent sense  and  kindly  nature  of  the  princess  Adelaide  of  Saxe  Meiningen 
were  shown  in  her  treatment  of  the  Pitzclarences.  When  she  became  queen, 
her  own  court  was  a  model  of  correctness ;  but  the  presence  there  of  her 
husband's  offspring  was  no  offence  against  its  decorum,  except  to  the  few 
whose  strictness  bordered  on  uncharitableness.  This  family  were  freely  re- 
ceived into  the  highest  society.  There,  however  successful  had  been  the 
reforms  of  the  Greys  and  Eussells,  Toryism,  and  indeed  very  mild  Whiggism, 
looked  with  apprehension  upon  any  further  progress  in  the  battle  against 
decayed  institutions.  Por  a  season  the  king  caught  the  fears  of  those 
around  him,  and  he  changed  his  government.  When  lord  Melbourne  re- 
turned to  office  he  had  not  to  complain  of  an  obstructive  power  behind  the 
throne. 

It  was  ^ve  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  June  when  the  doors 
of  Kensington  Palace,  where  the  princess  Victoria  dwelt  with  her  mother, 
were  opened  to  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  and  the 
physician  of  William  IV.,  Sir  Henry  Halford.  They  had  come  direct  from 
the  dark  chamber  of  death  at  Windsor,  to  tell  the  youthful  princess,  who  had 
attained  the  age  of  eighteen  on  the  25th  of  May,  that  she  was  Queen  of  one 
of  the  greatest  amongst  the  nations.    The  intelligence  had  been  momently 

♦  Sydney  Smith—"  Sermon  at  St,  Paul's.*'  ^  ^ 
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expected.  The  household  was  astir  at  that  early  hour  of  the  sunny  morning ; 
the  three  messengers  were  at  once  in  the  presence  of  their  Sovereign  Lady, 
Lord  Melbourne  had  an  audience  at  nine  o'clock.  At  eleven  the  state  apart- 
ments of  Kensington  Palace  were  filled  with  members  of  the  Privy  Council 
of  the  late  king — Peers,  Cabinet  Ministers,  the  two  Archbishops,  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  London,  Bight  Honourable  Commoners.  The  duke  of  Cumberland, 
now  king  of  Hanover,  and  the  duke  of  Sussex,  were  conspicuous  in  that 
historical  group  which  Wilkie  has  painted.  The  doors  of  the  Council 
Chamber  were  opened ;  and  Queen  Victoria,  entering  with  the  duchess  of 
Kent, — pale,  but  perfectly  self-possessed, — ^took  her  seat  at  the  head  of  the 
Council  table.  The  Lord  Chancellor  administered  the  oaths  prescribed  for 
the  sovereign's  accession ;  the  Privy  Councillors  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
and  supremacy :  and  then  for  the  first  time  was  heard  by  her  assembled 
subjects  that  exquisitely  modulated  voice  which  for  a  quarter  of  a  century 
has  lent  a  charm  to  the  formal  periods  of  a  speech  from  the  throne.  The 
opening  sentence  of  the  Queen's  Declaration  had  a  graceful  simplicity,  which 
appeared  more  like  the  natural  effusion  of  the  heart  than  the  elaborate  com- 
position of  a  ministerial  adviser: — 

"  The  severe  and  afflicting  loss  which  the  nation  has  sustained  by  the 
death  of  his  majesty,  my  beloved  uncle,  has  devolved  upon  me  the  duty  of 
administering  the  government  of  this  empire.  This  awful  responsibility  is 
imposed  upon  me  so  suddenly,  and  at  so  early  a  period  of  my  life,  that  I 
should  feel  myself  utterly  oppressed  by  the  burden,  were  I  not  sustained  by 
the  hope  that  Divine  Providence,  which  has  called  me  to  this  work,  will  give 
me  strength  for  the  performance  of  it,  and  that  I  shall  find  in  the  purity 
of  my  intentions,  and  in  my  zeal  for  the  public  welfare,  that  support  and 
those  resources  which  usually  belong  to  a  more  mature  age,  and  to  long 
experience.*' 

The  queen's  demeanour  on  that  eventful  morning  impressed  every  one 
who  was  present,  not  only  with  profound  admiration,  but  with  confident  hope 
of  a  glorious  future.  Truly  did  sir  Eobert  Peel  say  of  this  demeanour  that 
there  is  something  which  art  cannot  imitate  and  lessons  cannot  teach.  There 
was  evidence  of  a  high  and  generous  nature  in  her  solemn  expression  of  regret 
at  the  domestic  calamity  which  had  just  occurred ;  in  her  manifestation  of  a 
deep  and  awful  sense  of  the  duties  she  was  called  upon  to  fulfil ;  in  the 
becoming  and  dignified  modesty  of  all  her  actions.  When  the  newspapers 
described  how,  on  the  next  day,  Victoria,  the  queen,  appeared  at  a  window  over- 
looking the  courtyard  of  St.  James's  Palace,  '*  dressed  in  black  silk,  with  a 
crape  scarf  over  her  white  tippet,  and  a  little  black  chip  bonnet," — when  they 
told  how,  looking  "paler  than  usual,"  she  wept  as  she  acknowledged  the 
plaudits  of  the  people,  such  plaudits  "as  never  could  be  surpassed" * — ^there 
were  few  amongst  her  subjects  who  did  not  put  up  a  prayer  for  the  happi- 
ness of  this  young  creature,  exposed  so  early  to  all  the  temptations  of  luxury 
and  all  the  bewilderments  of  power.  But  there  was  little  fear.  There  was 
confidence, — as  she  had  been  brought  up  in  the  unobtrusive  simplicity  of  her 
mother's  life — as  her  natural  abilities  had  been  diligently  cultivated — as  from 
her  childhood  she  had  learnt  the  great  lessons  of  self-denial — as  she  was  well- 

•  "Spectator,"  June  24. 
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grounded  in  religious  principle — that  the  perils  of  such  greatness  would  be 
escaped.  Never  were  the  feelings  of  the  nation  more  nobly  expressed  than 
by  a  voice  from  the  pulpit  of  the  metropolitan  cathedral  : 

''  What  limits  to  the  glory  and  happiness  of  our  native  land,  if  the  Creator 
should  in  his  mercy  have  placed  in  the  heart  of  this  Eoyal  Woman  the 
rudiments  of  wisdom  and  mercy ;  and  if,  giving  them  time  to  expand,  and  to 
bless  our  children's  children  with  her  goodness,  He  should  grant  to  her  a 
long  sojourning  upon  earth,  and  leave  her  to  reign  over  us  till  she  is  well 
stricken  in  years !  What  glory !  what  happiness !  what  joy  !  what  bounty  of 
God!"* 

•  "  Works  of  the  Rev.  Sydney  Smitb,"  vol.  iii.  p.  320. 
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Cabinet. 


Marquis  of  Lansdowne 
Lord  Cottenliam 
Viscount  Duncannon 

Viscount  Melbourne     . 
Right  Hon.  T.  Spring  Rice 
Earl  of  Minto 
Lord  John  Russell  . 

Viscount  Palmerston    . 

Lord  Glenelg  . 

Sir  John  Cam  Hobhouse 

Lord  Holland 

Right  Hon.  C.  P.  Thomson 

Viscount  Howick     . 


Lord  President  of  the  CounciL 

Lord  High  Chancellor. 

Lord  Privy  Seal  and  First  Commissioner 
of  Land  Revenue. 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment. 

Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  AfGurs, 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

President  of  the  Board  of  ControL 

Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Secretary  at  War. 


Not  of  thb  Cabinet. 


Earl  of  Lichfield 

Right  Hon.  Henry  Labouchere . 

Sir  John  Pamell 

Right  Hon.  Sir  R.  H.  Vivian,  Bart 

Sir  John  Campbell  . 

Sir  R.  M.  Rolfe Solicitor-General. 


Postmaster-GeneraL 

Master  of  the  Mint  and  Vice-President  of 

the  Board  of  Trade. 
Paymaster-General  of  the  Forces. 
Clerk  of  the  Ordnance. 
Attomey-GeneraL 


Duke  of  Argyll 
^arquis  of  Conyngham 
Earl  of  Albemarle     . 


Gbeat  Officers'  of  State. 

.     Lord  Steward. 

Lord  Chamberlain. 
.     Master  of  the  Horse. 


Ibeland. 


Earl  of  Mulgrave 
.  Lord  Plunkett 
Viscount  Morpeth 


Lord  Lieutenant. 
Lord  High  Chaucellor. 
Chief  Secretary. 


Scotland. 


Right  Hon.  John  A.  Murray 
Andrew  Rutherford,  Esq.     . 


Lord  Advocate. 
Solicitor-General. 
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1815  Marcli  23  :  Treaty  of  Vienna  between  Great  Britain,  Austria,  Russia,  and 
Prussia,  confirming  the  principles  of  the  treaty  of  Ghaumont,  March  1, 
1814,  on  which  they  had  acted  ;  and  uniting  Belgium  to  the  Netherlands 
under  the  sovereignty  of  the  king  of  the  Netherlands. 

1815  June  8  :  Federative  Constitution  of  Germany  signed  at  Vienna. 

1815  Jidy  3  :  Convention  of  St.  Cloud  between  Marshal  Davoust  on  the  one 
pfurt,  and  Wellington  and  Bliicher  on  the  other,  by  which  Paris  was  sur- 
rendered to  the  Allies,  who  entered  it  on  the  6th. 

1815  August  2  :  A  Convention  signed  at  Paris  between  Great  Britain,  Austria, 
Bussia,  and  Prussia,  styUng  Napoleon  the  prisoner  of  those  powers,  and 
confiding  his  safeguard  particularly  to  the  British  government. 

1815  September  14  :  A  Convention  entered  into  at  Vienna,  whereby  the  duchies 
of  Parma,  <kc.y  were  secured  to  the  Empress  Maria  Louisa,  and  on  her 
demise  to  her  son  by  Napoleon. 

1815  September  26  :  The  Treaty  denominated  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  ratified  at 
Paris  by  the  Emperors  of  Austria  and  Russia  and  the  King  of  Prussia. 

1815  November  5  :  A  Treaty  ratified  at  Paris  between  Great  Britain  and  Russia 
respecting  the  Ionian  Islands,  which  were  declared  to  form  a  united  state 
under  the  sole  protection  of  the  former  power. 

1815  November  20  :  Peace  of  Paris  between  France  on  the  one  part,  and  Great 
Britain,  Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia,  on  the  other,  establishing  the  boun- 
daries of  France,  and  stipulating  for  the  garrisoning  of  several  of  the  for- 
tresses in  France  by  foreign  troops  for  three  years. 

1818  October  9  :  A  Convention  entered  into  by  the  great  powers  of  Europe, 

assembled  at  Aix-la-Chapdle,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Duke  de  Richelieu 
on  the  other,  whereby  it  was  stipulated  that  the  army  of  occupation  should 
quit  the  French  territory  on  the  30th  of  November  ensuing ;  it  was  also 
agreed  that  the  remaining  sum  due  from  France  to  the  Allies  was 
265,000,000  francs. 

1819  August  1  :  Congress  of  Carlsbad. 

1820  October  20  :  Congress  of  Troppau. 

1820  October  24  :  Treaty  between  Spain  and  America  :    Florida  ceded  to  the 

United  States. 

1821  May  6  :  The  Congress  of  Laybach,  which  had  been  for  some  time  attended 

by  the  sovereigns  of  Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia,  finally  broke  up,  having 
issued  two  circulars  stating  it  to  be  their  resolution  to  occupy  Naples  with 
Austrian  troops,  and  proscribe  popular  insurrection. 

1822  August  25  :  Congress  of  Verona. 

1824  February  4  :  A  Convention  between  Great  Britain  and  Austria  laid  upon 

the  table  of  the  House  of  Commons,  by  which  the  former  agreed  to  accept 
2,500,0002.  as  a  final  compensation  for  her  claims  upon  the  latter  power, 
amounting  to  30,000,0002. 

1825  February  28  :  Convention  between  Great  Britain  and  Russia ;  frontier  of 

north-west  coast  of  America  settled.  ^  t 
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1825  April  17  :  France  recognizes  the  independence  of  St.  Domingo. 

1825  April  18  :  Treaty  of  Amity  between  Great  Britain  and  Columbia. 

1825  October  18  :  Treaty,  between  Great  Britain  and  Brazil  for  Abolition  of  Slave 

Trade. 
1829  July  6  :  Treaty  of  London  between  Russia,  France,  and  Great  Britain,  for 

the  settlement  of  the  affairs  of  Greece. 

1829  September  14  :  Peace  of  Adrianople,  between  Russia  and  Turkey,  by  which 

Russia  acquires  the  protectorate  of  Moldavia  and  WaUachia. 

1830  May  7  :  Treaty  between  Turkey  and  the  United  States.     American  vessels 

allowed  to  pass  to  and  from  the  Black  Sea. 

1830  November  2  :  The  independence  of  Belgium  recognized  by  England  and 

France. 

1831  The  Commercial  Union  of  the  northern  states  of  Germany,  known  as  the 

Zollverein,  commenced  under  the  auspices  of  Prussia. 
1831  November  15  :   A  Treaty  signed  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  for  a 
settlement  of  the  points  of  dispute  between  Holland  and  Belgium,  to 
which  Holland  acceded  March  13,  1838. 

1833  July  8  :  Treaty  at  Constantinople  between  Turkey  and  Russia,  by  which  it 

was  stipulated  that  the  Dardanelles  should  be  shut  to  all  foreign  vessela 
of  war. 

1834  April  22  :  Quadruple  Treaty  between  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain,  and 

Portugal,  in  support  of  the  two  queens,  Isabella  and  Maria. 

1835  Supplementary  Treaties  with  Portugal  and  Spain,  by  the  former  of  which 

the  Methuen  Treaty  with  Portugal  was  annulled. 

1840  July  15  :  Treaty  signed  in  London  between  Great  Britain,  France,  Austria, 

Russia,  Pkxissia,  and  Turkey,  for  the  settlement  of  the  dispute  betii^en 
Turkey  and  Mehemet  Ali. 

1841  July  13  :  Convention  at  London  between  the  European  Powers  and  Turkey, 

by  which  the  closing  of  the  Dardanelles  against  ships  of  war  is  made 
general  to  them  all  while  Turkey  is  at  peace. 

1842  August  29  ;  Treaty  of  Nankin  with  China,  by  which  several  ports  were 

opened  to  the  British  trade,  Hong-Kong  ceded,  and  an  indemnification  of 
21,000,000  dollars  paid. 

1845  May  29  :   A  Convention  signed  in  London  between   Great  Britain  and 

France  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

1846  November  16  :  Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia  revoke  the  treaty  of  1815, 

constituting  Cracow  a  free  republic,  and  restore  the  territory  to  Austria. 
Soon  after,  the  kingdom  of  Poland  is  incorporated  with  Russia.  Great 
Britain,  France,  Sweden,  and  Turkey  unite  in  a  protest  against  these 
proceedings. 

1849  August  6  :  Treaty  of  Milan,  between  Austria  and  Sardinia. 

1850  February  27  :  Treaty  at  Munich  between  Austria,  Bavaria,  Saxony,  and 

Wiirtemberg,  to  form  a  Southern  German  Union  against  the  pretensions  of 
Prussia. 

1850  April  19  :  Treaty  at  Washington  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  respecting  a  sWp-canul  through  the  state  of  Nicaragua,  to  connect 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans. 

1850  July  2  :  Treaty  of  Peace  between  Prussia  and  Denmark,  Prussia  with- 
drawing from  the  support  of  the  duchies  of  Holstein  and  Schleswig  ;  and 
on  July  4  a  protocol  was  signed  in  London  between  Great  Britain,  France, 
Prussia,  and  Sweden,  guaranteeing  the  integrity  of  the  Danish  territories. 
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THE  NATIONAL  DEBT, 
FROM  THE  PEACE  OF  PARIS,  1815,  TILL  1887. 
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1819 
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THE  QEOWTH  OF  THE  DEBT. 


Incretse  of 

Period. 

Debt                Interest. 

i 

Y«ar8ofWar.  1       Debt  ia 

I  Yea™  of  War. 

Remarics. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1691 

3,180,000 

332,000 

i 

1701 

12,652,486 

1,219,147 

1691—1697 

11,392,925 

French  War. 

1714 

36,175,460 

3,063,135 

1702—1713 

21,932,622 

WaroftheSuooeflaioD. 

1748 

75,812,132 

3,165,765  1 

1718—1721 
1740—1748 

14.025,424 
22.631,651 

1  ContinenUl  Wan. 

1763 

132,716,049 

5,032,733 

1756—1763 

68,141,024 

Pitt*B  AdministiatioD. 

1792 

239,663,421 

9,432,179 

1774—1788 

104,681,213 

American  War. 
(War  of  French  Revo- 

1815 

861,039,049 

32,645,618 

1793-1816 

621,376,628 

{     lution  and  against 

• 

(     Napoleon. 

£854,080,387 

De 
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73,509,535 

Digitized-by  VjOOQIC 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

Social  condition  of  Great  Britain  at  the  period  of  the  Accesmon  of  Qaeen  Victoria — Occapations 
of  the  People — Growth  of  Cities  and  Towns — London — Increase  of  Houses — Supply  of 
Food— Improved  means  of  Communication  affecting  that  supply— Cheapening  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life — Conveyance  of  Mails  by  Railways — Limited  Postal  accommodation — Public 
Health — Inquiry  into  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Labouring  Classes — Exposure  of  the 
unfitness  of  many  Dwellings  for  healthful  occupation — Workrooms  without  ventilation, 
such  as  those  of  Tailors  and  Milliners — Public  arrangements  influencing  the  Sanitary  Con- 
dition of  the  Labouring  Population — Neglect  and  ignorance  universal — Want  of  Drainage 
— ^Inadequate  Water  supply  for  the  preservation  of  cleanliness — Public  Baths  and  Wash- 
houses  unknown — Interments  within  the  precincts  of  large  Towns— Public  Walks  not 
provided— State  of  the  Factories — Number  of  Workers  in  Textile  Manufactures — Begin- 
nings of  impravement — Mining  Population — Employment  of  Children  and  Women  in 
Mines — Agricultural  Labourers — Operation  of  the  New  Poor  Law — Neglect  of  the 
Labourers  by  the  richer  Classes — Miserable  Cottage  accommodation — Dorsetshire  Labourers 
— Field  employment  of  Women  and  Children— Crime  in  England  and  Wales — Juvenile 
Delinquency— General  state  of  Education — First  aid  of  the  State  to  voluntary  exertions — 
Increase  of  Schools  and  SchoUrs— Limited  ability  to  read  and  write  amongst  the  adult 
population — General  aspects  of  English  Society. 

Is  the  celebrated  description  by  Macaulay  of  "  the  state  in  which  England 
was  at  the  time  when  the  Crown  passed  from  Charles  the  Second  to  his 
brother,"  he  rests  its  necessary  imperfection  upon  the  "  scanty  and  dispersed 
materials"  from  which  it  was  composed.  In  now  attempting  a  description  of 
the  state  in  which  the  United  Kingdom  was  at  the  time,  or  about  the  time, 
when  the  Crown  passed  from  William  the  Fourth  to  his  niece,  we  have  not 
the  same  apology  for  its  incompleteness.  The  materials  from  which  it  must 
be  composed  are  embarrassing,  not  from  their  scantiness  but. from  their 
fulness, — not  from  their  dispersion  in  scarce  and  curious  tracts,  in  private 
letters  and  diaries,  in  the  o*bservations  of  foreigners,  in  estimates  of  national 
wealth  resting  upon  no  solid  bases,  in  county  histories,  in  meagre  news- 
papers, in  old  almanacs.  In  1837  we  were  passing  out  of  the  transition  state 
of  very  imperfect  statistics  to  the  period  when  every  aspect  of  our  social 
condition  was  to  be  delineated ;  when  every  dark  corner  was  to  be  explored ; 
when  every  fact  connected  with  Education,  FuUic  Health,  Crime  and 
Punishment,  Industrial  Employment,  Pauperism,  was  to  be  recorded  and 
tabulated; — the  period  of  Commissioners  and  Boards — the  period  when, 
according  to  Sydney  Smith,  "the  whole  earth  was,  in  fact,  in  Commission." 
Out  of  several  hundred  Official  Eeports  we  may  to  some  extent  learn  what 
we  were  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  and  be  enabled  to  answer  the  question, 
"  Are  we  improved  P  " 
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In  commencing  our  survey  of  what  Shakspere,  in  bis  famous  companBon 
of  "  the  state  of  man  in  divers  functions"  with  the  working  of  "  the  honey- 
bees," calls  "  a  peopled  kingdom,"  we  beg  to  repeat  what  we  said  at  the 
outset  of  this  History,  that  we  do  not  apply  the  term  "  People"  to  any 
distinct  class  or  section  of  the  population.  We  especially  protest  against  the 
abuse  of  the  term  "  People"  which  some  amongst  us  have  adopted  from  the 
modem  literature  of  France,  when  they  assume  that  the  non-capitalist 
portion  of  the  industrious  classes  are  exclusively  '^  the  People."  The  intelli- 
gent public  officers  to  whom  has  been  ^tomitted  the  superintendence  of  the 
Census  during  the  last  twenty  years  have  classified  the  ''  Occupations  of  the 
People"  as  the  occupations  of  the  entire  community. 

The  Census  of  1841  is  sufficiently  near  the  date  of  the  accession  of 
Victoria  to  furnish  a  tolerably  correct  estimate  of  the  various  functions  per* 
formed  in  that  great  working-hive  of  which  she  was  the  queen-bee.  In  the 
spring  of  that  year,  out  of  the  entire  population  of  England,  Wales,  and 
Scotland,  amounting  to  nearly  nineteen  millions,  nearly  eight  millions,  male 
and  female,  were  distinctly  classified  by  their  occupations.  They  were  the 
supporters  of  the  residue  of  the  population,  including  children  of  all  ages. 
Speaking  in  round  numbers,  three  millions  were  engaged  in  commerce,  trade, 
and  manufactures;  a  million  and  a  half  in  agriculture;  seven  hundred 
thousand  were  labourers  not  agricultural ;  a  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
formed  the  army  at  home  and  abroad ;  two  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand 
were  employed  on  the  sea  and  in  inland  navigation ;  sixty-three  thousand 
were  professional  persons,  clerical,  legal,  and  medical ;  a  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  were  following  miscellaneous  pursuits  as  educated  persons ; 
seventeen  thousand  were  in  the  government  Civil  Service;  twenty-five 
thousand  were  parochial  and  other  officers ;  eleven  hundred  thousand  were 
domestic  servants;  five  hundred  thousand  were  persons  of  independent 
means;  and  two  hundred  thousand  were  almspeople,  pensioners,  paupers, 
lunatics,  and  prisoners.  This  wonderful  variety  of  stations  and  pursuits  con- 
stitutes the  distinctive  character  of  modern  British  civilization.  All  are  held 
together  upon  that  great  principle  which  Plato  sets  forth  in  emphatic  words : 
"  It  is  not  alone  wisdom  and  strength  which  makes  a  State  simply  wise  and 
strong.  But  order,  like  that  harmony  called  the  diapason,  is  difi'used 
throughout  the  whole  State,  making  both  the  weakest,  and  the  strongest,  and 
the  middling  people,  concent  the  same  melody." 

A  very  large  proportion  of  the  three  millioni  of  the  people  engaged  in 
commerce,  trade,  and  manufacture  were  necessarily  to  be  found  in  the  cities 
and  towns.  In  1811,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Kegeney,  there  were  in 
England  only  twelve  of  the  cities  and  towns  whose  population  exceeded  thirty 
thousand ;  in  Scotland  there  were  four  above  that  number.  In  1841,  taking 
the  same  limits  of  places  as  in  1811,  there  were  thirty-one  cities  and  towns 
in  England  with  a  larger  population  than  thirty  thousand,  and  in  Scotland 
six.  In  the  course  of  thirty  years  the  London  of  one  million  ten  thousand 
people  had  become  the  dwelling-place  of  one  million  seven  hundred  thousand  ;* 
Manchester  and  Salford,  which  thirty  years  before  1841  numbered  a  hundred 

*  In  the  Census  of  1841  more  extended  limits  of  London  wen  given  as  adopted  by  ih^ 
Begisinur-Qeneral,  which  gafe  the  population  as  1,878,676. 
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and  ten  tbonsand,  held  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  thousand ;  Liverpool  of 
one  hundred  thousand  had  reached  two  hundred  and  sixty-four  thousand;  Bir- 
mingham with  eighty-five  thousand  bad  added  a  hundred  and  five  thousand  to 
its  number;  Leeds  with  sixty-two  thousand  had  added  ninety  thousand; 
Bristol  with  seventy-six  thousand  had  added  forty-six  thousand.  Sheffield, 
Bocbdale,  Norwich,  Nottingham,  each  under  forty  thousand,  bad  about  doubled 
their  numbers.  Plymouth  and  Portsmouth  had  grown  in  a  less  proportion. 
In  Scotland,  Edinburgh  had  increased  from  a  hundred  and  two  thousand  to  a 
hundred  and  sixty-six  thousand ;  Glasgow  from  a  hundred  thousand  to  two 
hundred  and  seventy-four  thousand;  Paisley,  Aberdeen,  Greenock,  had  doubled 
their'numbers,  each  exceeding  sixty  thousand.  Of  non-commercial  places  the 
extension  of  Brighton  and  Cheltenham  were  the  most  remarkable ;  in  thirty 
years  they  had  quadrupled  their  populations.  The  growth  of  the  smaller 
provincial  seats  of  tradiug  and  manufacturing  industry  was  as  remarkable  as 
the  instances  we  have  selected  of  the  greater  places.  Of  the  sixty-eight 
chief  cities  and  towns  of  Great  Britain  whose  comparative  population  is 
exhibited  in  decennial  periods  by  the  Census  of  1841,  the  total  amount  of 
the  population  was  two  million  six  hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Eegency,  and  five  million  three  hundred  and  forty- 
one  thousand,  three  years  after  the  Crown  passed  to  Queen  Victoria.  During 
the  period  of  thirty  years,  when  the  population  of  sixty-eight  principal  towns 
had  increased  100  per  cent.,  the  aggregate  population  of  England  and  Scot- 
land had  increased  only  54  per  cent.,  that  is,  from  twelve  million  to  eighteen 
million  five  hundred  thousand. 

The  one  million  seven  hundred  thousand  of  the  people  of  London  in  1 841 
were  inhabiting  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand  houses.  Since  1811 
the  number  of  houses  in  the  metropolitan  district  had  increased  in  a  much 
higher  proportion  than  the  increase  of  population.  There  had  been  rapidly 
going  on  since  the  Peace,  not  only  in  London  but  in  every  part  of  the  country, 
that  want  which  appears  never  to  be  satisfied, — the  demand  for  more  houses, 
whatever  number  of  houses  are  built.  In  London,  during  the  half  century 
from  1811  to  1861,  there  has  ever  been  an  increasing  number  of  the  people 
ready  to  pay  rent, — ^people  beginning  housekeeping,  people  seeking  better 
house  accommodation  than  the  old  dwellings,  people  turning  their  city  houses 
into  warehouses  and  daily  going  to  and  fro  in  search  of  health  in  suburban 
air.  One  of  the  most  curious  social  problems  at  the  period  of  the  Queen's 
accession,  as  it  had  been  the  marvel  of  several  previous  generations,  was  the 
apparent  difficulty  of  feeding  even  five  hundred  thousand,  much  more  a 
million,  a  million  and  a  half,  two  millions,  of  human  beings,  collected  together 
in  places  more  or  less  densely  peopled,  comprised  within  a  circle  whose 
radius  was  four  miles  from  St.  Paul's. 

In  1841,  the  metropolitan  district  of  the  Begistrar-General  comprised  a 
population  of  neariy  nineteen  hundred  thousand  on  a  radius  considerably 
smaller  than  that  of  the  plan  given  in  the  census  of  1831,*  which,  in  a  radius 
of  eight  miles,  comprised  a  population  a  little  under  eighteen  hundred 
thousand. 

*  The  little  Plan  ve  give  (on  the  next  pagjo)  U  of  eight  miles  round  St  Paul's,  taken  from 
the  Population  Betorns  of  1831.  "^r-.^i-rT/> 
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A  proclamation  of  Elizabeth  agaiust  the  extension  of  London  exhibits 
the  dread  of  the  Grovemment  that  the  increasing  multitudes  ''  could  hardly  be 
provided  of  suatentation,  of  victual,  food,  and  other  like  necessaries  for  man's 
relief,  upon  reasonable  price."  The  economists  of  our  own  day  have  shown 
how  visionary  would  be  such  a  dread  under  the  self-regulating  movements  of 
the  present  social  organization.  The  greatest  wonder  that  London  presented 
to  a  New  Zealander  who  was  brought  to  England  somo  years  ago,  was  the 
mystery  of  feeding  an  immense  population,  as  he  saw  neither  cattle  nor  crops. 
The  enormous  number,  and  the  fluctuations  in  their  number,  of  the  persons  to 
be  fed  ;  the  quantity  and  variety  of  the  provisions  to  be  furnished  ;  the  necessity 
in  most  cases  for  their  immediate  distribution  in  convenient  localities ;  the 
accurate  proportion  of  the  supply  to  the  demand,  so  as  to  be  ample  without 
waste ; — these  considerations  point  to  the  difficulty,  as  well  as  the  paramount 
importance,  of  furnishing  their  daily  rations  to  a  host  far  greater  than  any 
army  which  a  commissariat  upon  the  grandest  scale  could  undertake  to  sustain 
even  for  a  single  day.  "  This  object,"  sajs  Dr.  Whately,  "  is  accomplished 
far  better  than  it  could  be  by  any  efibrt  of  human  wisdom  through. the  agency 
of  men  who  think  each  of  nothing  beyond  his  own  immediate  interest, — who, 
with  that  object  in  view,  perform  their  respective  parts  with  cheerful  zeal, 
and  combine  unconsciously  to  employ  the  wisest  means  for  effecting  an 
object  the  vastness  of  which  it  would  bewilder  them  even  to  contemplate."  • 

What  appeared  to  the  economist  so  vast  an  undertaking  in  the  London  of 
1831,  must  at  the  first  glance  have  appeared  a  greater  difficulty  in  1841, 
when  the  population  had  still  gone  on  rapidly  increasing.  But  during  that 
decennial  period  the  means  of  communication  had  been  so  largely  increased 
that  the  certainty  of  the  supply  of  food,  both  as  to  its  abundance  and  the 
time  occupied  in  its  transit,  could  be  more  accurately  measured.  The  corn- 
barge  was  still  duly  sailing  from  the  maritime  counties  to  the  port  of  London, 

*  Introdaetory  Leetoret  oa  Political  Boonomj,  1831. 
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to  bring  the  produce  of  many  thousand  acres  for  sale  in  Mark  Lane ;  the  steam- 
boat was  also  moTing  up  the  Thames  to  bring  corn  quickly  from  the  ports  of  the 
Baltic ;  and  the  first  steam-shJps  from  England  had  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1838 
to  contribute  to  the  transportation  of  that  supply  of  foreign  produce  which  was 
scantily  poured  in  till  the  fetters  of  Protection  were  knocked  off.  The  cattle 
of  Sraithfield  were  still  travelling  in  vast  droves  from  the  north  by  Highgate, 
and  from  the  eastern  counties  by  the  Whitechapel  Boad ;  but  the  Birminghan; 
Bailway  was  already  bringing  large  numbers  to  market  in  better  condition 
and  at  a  lower  cost  than  were  effected  by  the  drovers'  toilsome  march.  That 
railway,  and  the  few  others  that  were  gradually  being  opened,  brought  also 
to  London  large  quantities  of  country-killed  meat.  In  the  smaller  articles 
of  produce,  London,  by  the  agency  of  steam-vessels,  had  now  an  almost 
inexhaustible  supply  from  foreign  ports.  Presh  vegetables  and  fruits  came 
to  Covent  Qarden  Market  from  Portugal ;  the  Pas  de  Calais  sent  millions  of 
Gggs  fTom  its  small  farms ;  and  the  eggs  which  Irelaud  exported  to  England, 
as  well  as  Scotch  eggs  and  English  eggs  brought  in  coasting  vessels,  justify 
the  calculation  that  the  London  population  had  in  the  first  year  of  the  Queen 
an  annual  supply  of  a  hundred  millions  of  eggs  collected  from  sources  which 
were  not  accessible  thirty  years  before.  In  1813  a  great  meeting  of  noblemen 
and  gedtlemen  was  held  in  the  Thatched  House  Tavern,  St.  James's,  to 
establish  a  Fish  Association,  the  object  of  which  was  to  insure  a  better  supply 
of  that  luxury  of  the  wealthy  in  the  metropolis.  It  was  scarcely  in  the  con- 
templation of  this  meeting  that  the  humbler  markets  where  the  poor  con- 
gregate should  ever  have  an  adequate  supply  of  a  perishable  article,  then 
brought  up  the  river  by  hoys  dependent  upon  wind  and  tide,  or  carried  by 
stage-coaches  at  a  large  increase  of  the  first  cost.  It  has  been  stated  in  an 
interesting  little  volume,*  that  when  salmon  were  brought  from  Scotland  in 
sailing  vessels,  one  cargo  in  three  was  totally  spoiled  from  the  voyage  being 
protracted  by  adverse  winds.  The  steam-boats  were  in  1837  delivering  some 
hundred  tons  of  salmon  from  Scotland  to  Billingsgate.  A  few  years  later 
the  railways  from  the  southern  coast  were  rendering  the  turbot  and  the  sole 
almost  as  cheap  in  the  London  markets  as  in  the  Bsh-shops  of  the  fashionable 
watering-places  near  which  they  were  taken.  Within  the  last  ten  years,  the 
electric  telegraph  has  come  to  the  aid  of  the  railway,  by  apprising  the  fish- 
dealers  in  London  when  there  is  a  glut  of  fish — as  of  mackerel,  which  is 
sometimes  taken  in  extraordinary  quantities.  Instead  of  perishing  on  the 
shore,  the  mackerel  thus  finds  its  way  to  thousands  of  consumers,  "  alive, 
alive,  O ;"  as  the  itinerant  dealer  was  allowed  to  proclaim  on  a  Sunday 
morning  in  the  old  days  of  slow  conveyance. 

As  important  as  the  equalization  of  prices  in  the  necessaries  of  life  by 
improved  means  of  conveyance,  was  the  more  rapid  communication  beginning 
to  be  effected  in  the  transmission  of  letters.  The  Bailway  System  was  so 
far  established  in  1838,  that  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed  in  that  year 
for  providing  for  the  conveyance  of  Mails  by  railroads.  The  mails  between 
Manchester  and  Liverpool  were  conveyed  by  railroad  as  early  as  1830 ;  but 
between  London  and  every  town  in  Great  Britain  the  comparatively  slow 
mode  of  conveyance  continued  to  prevail.     Upon  the  reduction  of  the 

•  *'  Our  Bzemplan,  Poor  and  Eich,"  p.  128. 
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Newspaper  Stamp  from  fourpence  to  a  penny  in  1835,  the  dispatch  of  News- 
papers through  the  post  office  was  so  greatly  increased  that  some  of  the  mails 
were  obliged  to  run  without  their  usual  number  of  passengers,  the  contractors 
being  indemnified  for  their  loss.  The  addition  to  the  old  mode  of  conveyance 
enabled  day-mails  to  be  dispatched,  when  the  routine  of  the  post  office  had 
been  revolutionized  by  Bowlimd  Hill.  The  organization  which  was  necessary 
to  ensure  the  triumph  of  a  cheap  and  uniform  rate  of  Postage  was  so  little 
developed  when  the  Queen  came  to  the  throne,  that  there  were  only  three 
thousand  post  offices  in  England  and  Wales,  while  the  number  of  parishes 
was  eleven  thousand.  It  was  estimated  that  a  fourth  of  the  population  were 
entirely  destitute  of  postal  accommodation.  Four  hundred  of  the  Begistra- 
tion  districts,  the  average  extent  of  each  being  nearly  twenty  square  nyles, 
were  without  a  post  office.  Yet  when  we  consider  what  was  the  cost  of 
postage  at  that  time,  we  may  possibly  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
facilities  afforded  for  sending  and  receiving  letters  were  ample.  The  number 
of  chargeable  letters  in  1839  was  in  the  proportion  of  four  letters  per  annum 
to  each  individual  of  the  population  of  England  and  Wales ;  three  in  Scot- 
land ;  one  in  Ireland.  Large  as  this  number  may  seem  when  compared  with 
the  period  of  Mr.  Palmer's  reforms  in  1784,  when  the  first  mail  coach  left 
London,  we  can  only  judge  of  its  comparative  littleness  when  we  lelirn  that 
the  average  of  England  and  Wales  in  1861  was  in  the  proportion  of  twenty- 
four  letters  to  every  one  of  the  population  ;  nineteen  in  Scotland  ;  and  nine 
in  Ireland.*  A  representative  of  the  spirit  which  sees  nothing  but  evil  in 
every  great  social  improvement  wrote  thus  in  his  Diary  of  July  8, 1839 : 
'*  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  bringing  forward  his  Budget,  has 
proposed  that  the  postage  on  a  single  letter  should  be  reduced  to  one  penny. 
This  will  increase  the  number  of  idle  scribblers ;  be  of  little  benefit  to  the  lower 
classes  who  seldom  have  occasion  to  write ;  and  is  likely  only  to  advantage 
the  commercial  houses  and  bankers  who  can  well  afford  to  pay  the  postage."  t 
The  greatest  benefit  to  his  country  which  the  organizer  of  cheap  postage  has 
effected — a  benefit  which  he  may  contemplate  with  the  honest  pride  of  every 
man  who  feels  that  he  has  not  lived  for  himself  alone — is  that  he  has  given 
a  motive  for  education  to  "  the  lower  classes,"  who  now  often  "  have  occasion 
to  write ;"  that  he  has  linked  together  the  affections  of  households  that  have 
become  separated  by  distance,  so  that  even  to  the  colonist  in  Australia  a  letter 
can  now  find  its  way  as  cheaply  as  it  once  travelled  from  London  to  Windsor. 
The  distribution  of  the  food  of  London  to  its  two  hundred  and  sixty-three 
thousand  houses  was  accomplished  more  by  the  agency  of  shop-keepers  than 
by  the  stall-sellers  at  markets.  The  costardmonger,  who  derived  his  name 
from  the  apple  which  he  sold,  was  still  the  great  purveyor  of  vegetables  in 
the  silent  streets  of  the  suburbs.  He  had  almost  wholly  passed  away  from 
the  busy  streets.  The  orange-woman  standing  on  the  pavement  with  her 
basket  had  nearly  ceased  to  traffic.  The  millions  of  oranges  that  steam  had 
brought  ripe  from  the  Antilles  were  to  be  found  in  every  quarter  where  there 


*  In  a  Lectxire  delivered  at  the  Royal  Isstitntion  in  1862,  Mr.  M.  D.  Hill  brought  together  a 
vast  body  of  interesting  hcts  on  the  Postage  System,  which  we  tmst  he  will  publish  in  aome 
permanent  form. 

t  Haikes's  "  Diary,'*  vol.  8. 
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was  a  fruit-shop  or  a  stall.  The  public  places  of  refreshment  in  1837  were 
not  essentially  different  from  those  of  the  beginning  of  the  century  as  far  as 
regarded  the  chop-house  and  the  eating-house.  But  there  were  two 
important  changes.  The  institution  of  Clubs  had  materially  contributed  to 
the  luxurious  comforts  of  the  higher  classes  at  a  far  less  expense  than  that 
of  the  old  tayem ;  and  the  two  thousand  Coffee-houses  that  had  sprung  up 
in  London,  where  the  artizan  could  obtain  his  cup  of  tea  or  coffee  for  three 
half-pence  or  two-pence  and  read  the  newspapers  and  periodical  works,  was 
an  advance  indicating  a  very  different  state  of  society  from  that  which 
prevailed  in  ihe  exclusive  days  of  the  Begency. 

Valuable  to  every  class  of  the  London  population  as  Was  the  partial 
cheapening  of  some  of  the  necessaries  of  life  by  the  gradual  equalization  of 
prices  produced  by  improved  conveyance,  the  physical  and  moral  condition  of 
the  great  bulk  of  the  people  would  have  been  little  improved,  as  long  as  they 
were  compelled  to  crowd  in  districts  undrained,  in  perishing  houses  ill- 
ventilated,  in  pestilential  courts  and  alleys  from  which  typhus  especially 
and  every  form  of  contagious  and  epidemic  disease  never  departed.  It  is 
difficult,  with  all  the  recorded  experience  of  the  better  time  that  has  suc- 
ceeded the  first  awakening  to  the  consideration  of  the  great  question  of 
Public  Health,  to  believe  that  we  are  only  looking  back  a  quarter  of  a  century 
when  we  trace  what  the  humbler  classes  of  London,  and  of  all  other  great 
towns,  were  enduring  when  Victoria  became  our  Sovereign.  Three  years 
before  her  Majesty's  Accession,  the  public  mind  was  roused,  in  some  degree, 
to  the  consideration  of  this  evil  in  the  metropolis  by  a  distinguished 
architect,  Mr.  Sydney  Smirke ;  and  before  a  road  was  made  from  the  east  end 
of  Oxford-street  direct  to  Holbom,  he  pointed  out  that  there  was  a  district — 
known  by  the  names  of  The  Eookery  and  the  Holy  Land, — the  retreat  of 
wretchedness,  the  nest  of  disease,  the  nursery  and  sanctuary  of  vice.  There 
was  scarcely  a  single  sewer  in  any  part  of  it.  Where  the  plague  once  raged 
there  was  then  constant  fever..  There  were  houses  in  which  squalid  fEimilies 
were  lodged  in  the  proportion  of  twenty-four  adults  and  thirty  children  to 
nine  small  rooms.  There  were  Lodging  Houses  in  which  sixty  persons 
occupied  nightly  a  pestilential  den  of  filth  and  depravity.  There  were  many 
such  places  in  other  quarters  of  the  town.  Under  the  authority  of  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  in  1838,  Dr.  Amott  and  Dr.  Kay  made  a  laborious  investi- 
gation into  the  prevalence  of  fever  in  the  metropolis;  and  Dr.  South  wood  Smith 
^rried  on  similar  inquiries  into  some  of  the  causes  of  sickness  and  mortality 
to  which  the  poor  are  peculiarly  exposed.  When  their  Reports  were  pub- 
lished, even  thoughtful  men,  as  well  as  those  who  had  rarely  looked  below 
the  glittering  surface  of  society,  were  little  prepared  for  such  a  revelation  of 
the  details  of  the  mass  of  vice,  misery,  and  disease,  which  existed  in  cloqe 
contiguity  with  the  most  opulent  parts  of  the  great  city.  In  1839  an  Ad- 
dress to  her  Majesty  from  the  House  of  Lords,  prayed  that  a  similar  inquiry 
should  be  instituted  with  regard  to  the  labouring  classes  in  other  parts  of 
England  and  Wales;  and  such  an  inquiry  was  in  1840  required  to  be 
extended  to  Scotland.  This  duty  was  undertaken  by  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sion ;  and  their  Eeport,  prepared  by  Mr.  Chadwick,  embraced  the  evidence 
not  only  of  their  Assistant  Commissioners,  but  of  numerous  medical  men  of 
the  highest  authority.    The  miserable  dens  of  the  working  classes  in  London. 
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inhabited  not  exclusivelj  bj  the  lowest  in  condition  and  in  morals,  were  not 
unfrequentlj  surrounded  bj  the  luxurious  mansions  of  the  rich  and  fashion- 
able, aud  commonly  by  the  well-constructed  houses  of  the  middle  ranks. 
The  proportions  in  which  each  class  bore  up  against  the  ills  which  flesh  is 
heir  to  are  indicated,  however  imperfectly,  by  returns  of  the  comparatire 
mortality  amongst  the  average  of  a  town  population.  The  lowest  in  the 
scale  of  well-being  indicated  by  duration  of  life  were  the  mechanics^ 
labourers,  and  their  families ;  the  highest  in  the  scale  were  the  families  of  the 
gentry  and  professional  persons ;  the  medium  place  was  that  of  the  tradesmen 
and  their  families.  Comparative  poverty,  no  doubt,  had  a  large  share  in  this 
result ;  but  the  peculiar  character  of  the  dwellings  of  each,  and  the  habits  of 
filth  and  intemperance  induced  by  the  total  unfitness  of  many  tenements  for 
healthful  occupation,  had  a  much  larger  share  in  that  astounding  difference 
in  the  death-rate,  which  showed  that  the  families  of  the  most  opulent  classes 
lived  twice  as  long  as  those  of  their  least  fortunate  neighbours.  In  closed 
courts  where  the  sunshine  never  penetrated,  where  a  breath  of  fresh  air 
never  circulated,  where  noxious  vapours  filled  every  corner  from  the  horrible 
cesspools,  where  the  density  of  population  was  so  excessive  as  in  itself  to  be 
sufBcient  to  produce  disease,  where  a  single  room  was  often  occupied  by  a 
whole  family  without  regard  to  age  or  sex, — the  wonder  is  how  the  poor  lived 
at  all,  uncared  for  by  the  rich,  who  knew  them  not — ^neglected  by  their 
employers,  who  in  some  trades  exposed  them  to  labour  in  workshops  not 
far  superior  in  ventilation  to  the  Black  Hole  of  Calcutta.  Amongst  these 
careless  and  avaricious  employers  the  master-tailors  were  the  most  notorious, 
who  would  huddle  sixty  or  eighty  workmen  close  together,  nearly  knee  to 
knee,  in  a  room  50  feet  long  by  20  feet  broad,  lighted  from  above,  where  the 
temperature  in  summer  was  30  degrees  higher  than  the  temperature  outside. 
Young  men  from  the  country  fainted  when  they  were  first  confined  in  such 
a  life-destroying  prison ;  the  maturer  ones  sustained  themselves  by  gin,  till 
they  perished  of  consumption,  or  typhus,  or  delirium  tremens.*  One  of  the 
most  eminent  of  our  living  physiologists  says,  '*  Mr.  Chadwick  has  shown  that 
many  are  driven  to  drinking  gin  as  affording  a  temporary  relief  to  the  feelings 
of  depression  and  exhaustion  produced  by  living  in  a  noxious  atmosphere.'*  f 
The  overworked  class  of  milliners  and  dressmakers  employed  in  the  larger  work- 
rooms of  London,  ill-ventilated,  and  rendered  doubly  injurious  by  the  constant 
habit  of  night-work,  when  the  air  was  still  more  deteriorated  by  gas  and  lamp- 
light,—this  suffering  class  of  young  women  was  being  constantly  renewed, 
more  than  one-half  dying  of  lung  diseases  before  they  had  attained  the 
average  age  of  twenty-eight. 

In  the  General  Beport  of  1842,  next  in  importance  to  the  inquiry  into 
the  condition  of  the  residences  of  the  labouring  classes,  was  the  in- 
vestigation into  the  public  arrangements  external  to  the  residences  which 
influenced  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  mass  of  the  population.  In  London, 
in  the  seats  of  manufacturing  industry,  in  the  ports,  in  the  boroughs  with  a 
moderate  number  of  inhabitants,  in  the  smallest  towns  and  villages,  there  was 

*  Compare  the  TiTid  descriptiona  in  '*  Alton  Locke"  with  the  eyidence  in  the  ''Sanitary 
Keport"  of  1842,  pp.  98  to  104. 

t  ''Psychological  Inqairiea."    By  Sir  Benjamin  C.  Brodie  Bart.     Srd  edit.,  p.  78. 
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ample  evidence  of  neglect  and  ignorance,  so  manifest,  and  yet  bo  little 
observed  by  the  people  themselves  and  by  the  local  authorities,  that  after 
twenty  years  of  remedial  measures,  we  look  back  with  horror  upon  the  state 
of  the  towns  in  which  the  father  of  a  family  of  the  present  day  passed  his 
infancy  and  boyhood.  It  was  the  same  throughout  the  land,  whether  under 
the  palatial  walls  of  Windsor  Castle,  or  under  the  crescents  of  Bath  built 
upon  the  brows  of  the  hills,  or  in  the  steep  lanes  climbing  up  to  the 
C&thedral  of  Durham,  or  in  the  open  channels  in  the  wynds  and  closes  of 
the  romantic  city  of  Edinburgh,  or  in  the  enormous  seats  of  factory  labour  in 
Lancashire  and  Yorkshire,  or  in  Liverpool  the  great  emporium  of  Commerce 
which  was  fast  rivalling  London — wherever  there  was  a  want  of  drainage, 
there  were  always  disease,  and  misery,  and  families  rendered  destitute  by 
premature  deaths.  In  Liverpool  there  were  eight  thousand  cellars  occupied 
by  thirty  thousand  people,  few  of  which  cellars,  from  the  absence  of  drains 
and  sewers,  were  entirely  free  from  damp,  and  most  of  them  were  inundated 
after  a  fall  of  rain.  In  a  Beport  laid  before  the  British  Aasociation  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science  it  was  stated,  that  the  proportion  of  the  population 
of  Liverpool  that  lived  in  cellars  was  13  per  cent.,  of  Manchester  llj  per 
cent.,  of  Sa^ord  8  per  cent.,  of  Bury  3i  per  cent.  In  Ashton,  Staley- 
bridge,  and  Dukinfield,  where  only  about  1|  per  cent,  of  the  population 
lived  in  cellars,  the  death-rate  was  abundantly  kept 'up  by  the  common 
practice,  rendered  necessary  by  the  insufficient  dwelling  accommodation,  of 
three,  four,  five,  and  even  six  persons  sleeping  in  one  bed. 

In  the  poorer  districts  of  London,  such  as  Wbitechapel,  and  in  nearly  every 
city  and  town  of  Great  Britain,  the  supplies  of  water  were  wholly  inadequate 
to  preserve  the  cleanliness  and  consequent  health  of  the  labouring  population. 
It  had  been  ascertained'  in  all  sanitary  inquiries  that  an  adequate  supply  of 
water  had  a  most  advantageous  effect  on  the  health  of  the  people.  In  1841 
there  was  not  a  house  of  the  labouring  classes  in  the  Whitechapel  district  in 
which  the  water  was  laid  on.  Where  the  poor  had  to  fetch  water  from  the 
pump  or  from  the  plug  in  the  street  at  a  considerable  distance,  they  would 
rarely  take  the  trouble  to'  obtain  the  supply  without  which  their  dwellings 
and  their  persons  would  be  marked  by  that  absence  of  cleanliness  which  is 
almost  always  accompanied  by  a  low  state  of  morals. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Queen's  reign  there  was  no  public  provision 
in  London,  nor  as  far^as  we  know  in  any  of  the  provincial  towns,  for  promot- 
ing cleanliness  amongst  the  poor  by  the  establishment  of  Public  Baths  and 
Washhouses.  In  1832,  when  the  cholera  first  appeared  in  England,  there 
was  a  poor  woman  named  Catherine  Wilkinson,  who  was  so  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  cleanliness  as  a  preventive  to  the  disease,  that  she  encouraged 
her  neighbours  to  come  to  her  comparatively  better  house,  which  comprised 
a  kitchen,  a  parlour,  three  small  bedchambers,  and  a  yard,  for  the  purpose  of 
washing  and  drying  their  clothes.  The  good  that  was  manifest  induced  some 
benevolent  persons  to  aid  her  in  extending  her  operations.  The  large 
amount  of  washing  done  in  one  week  in  a  cellar,  under  the  superintendence 
of  this  excellent  woman,  represented  the  amount  of  disease  and  discomfort 
kept  down  by  her  energetic  desire  to  do  good  without  pecuniary  reward. 
Such  was  the  origin  of  public  baths  and  washhouses,  which  Catherine 
Wilkinson  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  matured  in  Liverpool  in  1846.  in  a 
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large  establisbment'under  the  Corporation,  to  the  superintendenoe  of  which 
she  and  her  huBbaud  were  appointed.  In  1844  an  Association  for  promoting 
Cleanliueas  amongst  the  Poor  hired  an  old  building  in  the  midst  of  a  dense 
and  indigent  population  near  the  London  Docks,  and  fitted  it  up  as  a  bath-house 
and  a  laundry.  What  has  been  since  done  by  this  first  step  in  the  promo- 
tion of  cleanliness  amongst  the  poor  is  one  of  the  moat  interesting  circum- 
stances in  our  social  progress.  A  quarter  of  a  century  ago  London  was 
behind  every  other  country  in  Europe  in  a  provision  for  convenient  and 
inexpensive  public  baths.  A  warm  bath,  if  such  could  be  found  without 
traversing  five  hundred  streets,  would  have  cost  the  mechanic  as  much  as  a 
week's  dinners.     Such  a  bath  may  now  be  procured  for  twopence. 

Equally  injurious  to  health  as  an  insufficient  supply  of  pure  water 
was  tbe  prevailing  custom  twenty  years  ago  of  burying  the  dead  in  towns. 
In  March,  1842,  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  appointed 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  framing  some  legislative  enactment  (due  respect 
being  paid  to  the  rights  of  the  clergy)  to  remedy  the  evils  arising  from  the 
interment  of  bodies  within  the  precincts  of  large  towns,  or  of  places  densely 
peopled.  Their  Beport  averred  that  England  exhibited,  especially  through  its 
capital,  '*  an  instance  of  the  most  wealthy,  moral,  and  civilized  community  in 
the  world,  tolerating  a  practice  and  an  abuse  which  has  been  corrected  for 
years  by  nearly  all  other  civilized  nations  in  every  part  of  the  globe."  A 
Supplement  to  the  General  Sanitary  Beport  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Chadwick 
in  1842  on  the  subject  of  Interment  in  Towns.  It  is  full  of  the  most  curious 
fiEicts,  which  contributed  to  awaken  public  attention  to  this  national  disgrace. 
The  parochial  divisions  of  the  metropolis,  and  .the  rapid  increase  of  the 
population  in  each  division,  had  filled  the  graveyards  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
densest  neighbourhoods,  in  a  manner  which  was  truly  described  by  a  witness 
before  the  Parliamentary  Committee  as  '^  sickening  and  horrible."  Liverpool 
and  Manchester  had  established  Cemeteries.long  before  London  had  attempted 
this  partial  remedy  of  an  enormous  evil.  In  1832  an  Act  was  passed  for  the 
formation  of  a  cemetery  at  Kensal  Green.  The  cemeteries  of  Norwood  and 
Highgate  were  added  some  eight  or  ten  years  later,  but  all  these  were  for  the 
opulent.  The  parish  graveyards  still  continued  open  in  their  constantly 
increasing  abomination.  It  was  the  same  nearly  in  every  other  city  and 
large  town,  till  almost  absolute  powers  were  given  to  the  government  to  put 
down  the  evil  by  the  strong  hand. 

A  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  appointed  in  1833  to  con- 
sider the  best  means  of  securing  open  spaces,  in  the  vicinity  of  populous 
towns,  as  Public  Walks  and  places  of  exercise,  calculated  to  promote  the 
health  and  comfort  of  the  inhabitants.  London  had  its  parks  in  the  west- 
end  ;  but  the  east,  inhabited  by  a  dense  population,  presented  no  opportunity 
to  the  toiling  artizan  to  enjoy  the  fresh  air  without  a  long  walk  beyond  the 
region  of  chimneys.  In  the  seats  of  the  three  great  manufactures  of  the 
kingdom,  cotton,  woollen,  and  hardware,  whilst  the  wealth  of  the  large 
towns  had  increased  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  population,  no  provi- 
sion had  been  made  to  afford  the  people  the  means  of  healthy  exercise  or 
cheerful  amusement.  Debasing  pleasures  naturally  took  the  place  of  inno- 
cent recreations. 

In  1831  one  of  our  most  lucid  prose  writers,  whose  beauty  of  style  was 
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not  altogether  based  upon  a  solid  foundation  of  wisdom,  speaks  of  the  fiictory 
system,  which  was  an  inevitable  consequence  of  the  application  of  inyention 
and  discovery  to  manufactures,  as  **  a  wen,  a  fungous  excrescence  from  the 
body  politic :  the  growth  might  have  been  checked,  if  the  consequences  had 
been  apprehended  in  time."  *  He  describes  this  system  as  one  "  which  in 
its  direct  consequences  debases  all  who  are  engaged  in  it ;  a  system  that 
employs  men  unremittingly  in  pursuits  unwholesome  for  the  body  and  un- 
profitable for  the  mind."  In  1841  the  total  number  of  persons  engaged  in 
the  cotton  manufacture  was  about  ha]f  a  million.  The  total  number  employed 
upon  all  textile  fabrics  in  Great  Britain  was  eight  hundred  thousand,  of 
which  number  about  four  hundred  and  fifty-three  thousand  were  males,  and 
three  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand  were  females.  Many  of  the  evils  which 
Southey  exaggerates,  in  the  dread  which  ultra-Toryism  had  of  artisans  and 
factory-workers, — of  all  whom  they  believed  could  not  be  regimented  into 
obedience,  as  they  imagined  to  be  possible  with  the  agricultural  labourers, — 
had  in  1833  begun  to  be  remedied  by  legislative  interference*  These  evils 
had  grown  up  in  the  rapid  development  of  the  powers  of  the  steam-engine ; 
but  in  1841,  when  the  textile  factories  employed  five  hundred  and  fifty-five 
thousand  of  both  sexes  above  twenty  years  of  age,  and  two  hundred  and 
forty-five  thousand  under  twenty  years,  the  number  of  very  young  children 
had  been  greatly  reduced,  the  hours  of  labour  were  rendered  more  moderate, 
and  the  education  of  children,  with  a  proper  regard  for  their  health,  was  a 
duty  to  be  provided  for.  f  Much  remained  to  be  done,  but  a  beginning  had 
been  made.  Independently  of  the  unwholesome  dwellings  in  which  many  of 
the  factory  operatives  were  compelled  to  abide  at  the  epoch  of  which  we  are 
writing,  their  health  was  better  cared  for,  during  their  hours  of  labour,  * 
than  in  the  miserable  workshops  in  which  too  many  artizans  then  earned 
their  bread. 

In  1841  the  number  of  persons  employed  under  ground  in  Mines  was 
about  a  hundred  and  ninety-four  thousand, — ^about  an  eighth  of  the  total 
numbers  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  surface.  More  than  one-half  of 
this  number  were  employed  in  coal-mines.  In  1840  a  Commission  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  employment  of  the  children  of  the  poorer  classes 
in  mines  and  collieries.  The  Beport  of  that  Commission,  presented  to  Par- 
liament in  1842,  exhibited  in  some  mining  districts  a  state  of  things,  with 
regard  not  only  to  children  but  to  women,  which  could  scarcely  be  paraUeled 
by  any  of  the  barbarous  practices  which  have  contributed  to  make  negro 
slavery  so  abhorrent  to  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  England.  Till  this 
Beport  was  presented,  few  were  aware  that  a  child  of  six  years  of  age,  with  a 
girdle  round  his  or  her  waist,  to  which  was  attached  a  chain  passing  under 
the  legs,  and  fastened  to  a  cart,  had  thus  to  drag  a  load  on  all  fours  through 
avenues  not  so  good  as  a  common  sewer.  Children  and  women  who  were  not 
employed  in  dragging  loads  by  the  girdle  and  chain  had  to  carry  loads  of  coal 
on  their  backs  up  steep  ascents  equal  in  distance  to  the  height  of  St.  Paul's, 
fourteen  times  a  day.  An  old  Scotchwoman  said  to  one  of  the  Commissioners, 
'<  You  must  just  tell  the  Queen  Victoria  that  we  are  quiet,  loyal  subjects ; 

women-people  here  don't  mind  work ;  but  they  object  to  horse-work ;  and 

J   ^■' 
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tbat  she  would  have  the  blessiDgs  of  all  the  Scotch  coal-women  if  she  would 
get  them  out  of  the  pits,  and  send  them  to  other  labour."  Through  the 
employment  of  children  tbe  seeds  of  painful  and  mortal  disease  were  sown, 
which  were  steadily  developed  as  they  advanced  to  maturity ;  but  their  moral 
corruption,  through  their  subjection  to  uneducated  and  ferocious  men  and  the 
indiscriminate  employment  of  girls  and  boys,  was  as  serious  an  evil,  of  which 
the  evidence  was  perfectly  clear.  Children  of  seven  years  of  age,  of  amiable 
temper  and  conduct,  who  went  for  one  season  into  the  collieries  returned 
greatly  corrupted,  and,  as  one  witness  emphatically  said,  "  with  most  hellish 
dispositions."  The  effect  of  this  employment  upon  women  was  to  produce  a 
total  ignorance  of  all  domestic  duties ;  it  wholly  disqualified  them  from  even 
learning  how  to  discharge  the  duties  of  wife  and  mother.  This  awful  misuse 
of  the  labour  of  children  and  women  proceeded  not  from  the  necessities  of  the 
collier's  family  but  from  his  own  gross  and  sensual  indulgences.  It  was  in 
evidence  that  many  of  the  minei-s  worked  only  eight  or  nine  days  in  a  fort- 
night, and  then  spent  the  large  earnings  of  fcwo-thirds  of  their  working-time 
in  drinking  and  gambling.  Throughout  the  Staffordshire  collieries  cock- 
fighting  was  the  ordinary  amusement  of  the  population.  Their  vices  had 
been  transmitted  from  father  to  son  ;  the  employment  of  women  and  children 
was  a  relic  of  former  days  of  barbarous  ignorance  in  the  general  community. 
In  these  cases  the  slave-driver  of  bis  wife  and  children  was  the  father  of  the 
family.  But  there  was  another  species  of  slavery  in  the  apprenticeship  of 
orphan  boys  or  paupers  to  "  butty"  colliers — those  who  took  assistants  or 
partners  in  their  work.*  It  was  the  custom  of  many  of  these  hard  task- 
masters to  take  two  or  three  apprentices  at  a  time,  supporting  themselves 
and  families  out  of  the  labour  of  these  unfortunate  orphans,  who  from  the 
age  of  fourteen  to  twenty-one  never  received  a  penny  for  themselves,  by  a 
servitude  in  which  there  was  nothing  to  learn  beyond  a  little  dexterity  readily 
acquired  by  short  practice.  The  cruelties  which  were  sometimes  endured  by 
these  unhappy  boys  appear  now  to  belong  to  the  times  of  Elizabeth  Brownri^ ; 
yet  there  is  nothing  in  the  story  of  her  whipping  her  apprentices  to  death 
that  could  not  be  exceeded  by  the  admission  of  a  collier  that  he  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  beating  his  apprentice  with  a  flat  piece  of  wood  in  which  a  nail 
was  driven,  projecting  about  half  an  inch.  There  are  middle-aged  men  at  the 
present  time  amongst  us,  who  having  escaped  from  the  horrors  of  a  pit- 
boy's  life  twenty  years  ago,  detail  the  cruel  punishments  that  were  inflicted 
by  those  who  knew  no  mode  of  enforcing  obedience  but  that  of  brutal 
severity. 

The  total  number  of  Agricultural  Labourers  in  Great  Britain  in  1841  was 
a  little  above  one  million  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  thousand,  of  which 
number  fifty-six  thousand  were  females.  Since  1811  the  proportion  of  the 
agricultural  to  the  commercial  and  miscellaneous  classes  of  tho  people  bad 
been  gradually  diminishing.  The  general  condition  of  the  agricultural 
labourers  of  the  South,  at  the  period  of  passing  the  Act  for  the  Amendment 
of  the  Poor  Law,  has  been  already  indicated.f    The  amended  law  had  been 

*  "JSuUy.     A  working  companion;  a  comrade.     Not  so  general  with  ii8  as  amongst  tlie 
miners  M»^jco5KCTB.*'-r3/iM  Baker't  Northampt(m9Kire  Qlouary, 
t  C&kp:  zu4  ))jr.  i8tt  to  342. 
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in  operation  for  three  years,  when  a  Farliamentarj  Inquiry  was  instituted 
upon  complaints  of  its  administration.  The  evidence  regarding  three  rural 
Unions  occupied  nine-tenths  of  the  lahoUrs  of  the  Committee.  In  1834  the 
labourers  had  manifested  a  lawless  spirit  of  opposition  to  the  operations  of 
the  new  law.  In  1837  they  had  become  aware  that  the  intention  of  the 
amended  law  was  to  raise  them  to  a  better  condition  instead  of  grinding  them 
down.  They  had  increased  wages  and  greater  regularity  of  employment ; 
they  had  not  ta  endure  the  degradation  of  receiving  as  alms  what  tbey  had  a 
right  to.  demand  as  the  wages  of  their  industry.  Undoubtedly  there  was 
individual  suffering  in  the  transition  from  the  allowance  system  to  the  stern 
refusal  of  aid  to  the  able-bodied  labourer.  In  1840  a  great  thinner,  who  had 
looked  below  the  surface  of  immediate  evils,  thus  wrote :  "  Let  us  welcome  the 
iNew  Poor  Law  as  the  harsh  beginning  of  much,  the  harsh  ending  of  much ! 
Most  harsh  and  barren  lies  the  new  plougher's  fallow-field,  the  crude  subsoil 
all  turned  up,  which  never  saw  the  sun  ;  which  as  yet  grows  no  herb  ;  which 
has  'out-door  relier  for  no  one.  Yet  patience :  innumerable  weeds  and  cor- 
ruptions lie  'safely  turned  down  and  extinguished  under  it ;  this  same  tsrude 
subsoil  is  the  first  step  of  all  true  husbandry ;  by  Heaven's  blessing  and  the 
skyey  influences,  fruits  that  are  good  and  blessed  will  yet  come  of  it."^  But 
the  time  wa^  ytt  distant  when  what  was  wanting  in  the  New  Poor  Law 
towards  placing  the  agricultural  labourer  in  his  proper  relation  to  the  whole 
social  system  wOuld  be  supplied,  not  by  what  is  called  the  charity  of  the  rich, 
but  by  their  feeling  of  brotherhood  towards  those  who  sat  with  them  in  the 
same  place  of  worship,  and  whose  children  were  christened  in  the  same  font 
as  their  children.  There  was  a  great  deal  to  be  done  by  education  before  the 
agricultural  labourer  could  be  rendered  provident  and  moral  by  instruction ; 
before  the  poor  should  cease  to  be  abject,  and  the  rich  should  cease  to  be 
overbearing ;  before  the  friendly  intercourse  between  man  and  man,  which 
religion  and  philosophy  equally  prescribe,  should  stand  in  the  place  of  that 
proud  reserve  and  that  suppressed  insolence  which  were  the  remaining  badges 
of  feudality.  The  time  was  still  distant  when,  to  say  nothing  of  the  sympathy 
arising  out  of  an  enlarged  public  sentiment,  land-proprietors  and  rich  cultiva- 
tors would  be  ashamed  to  let  the  labourers  and  their  families  inhabit  cottages 
inferior  to  the  thatched  stables  and  cattle-sheds  of  the  slovenly  farmyards  of 
a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  A  recent  writer  says  of  Dorsetshire,  that "  the 
next  thing  after  the  advent  of  Judge  Jefferies  that  gave  the  county  a  down- 
right shake  from  end  to  end  was  the  crusade  of  S.  G.  0."t  What  was  that 
crusade  of  one  who  seldom  put  his  lance  in  rest  except  to  tilt  against  some 
armour-clad  oppressor  P  The  publicity  given  by  this  famous  correspondent  of 
the  "  Times"  to  the  miserable  condition  of  the  Dorsetshire  labourers  pro- 
duced a  controversy  in  Parliament,  in  which  facts  alleged  against  the  neglect 
of  the  landowners  and  farmers  of  that  county  were  attempted  to  be  disproved. 
The  "  Times"  then  employed  a  Commissioner  to  see  with  his  own  eyes  what 
was  the  real  condition  of  a  county  held  to^be  chronically  behind  the  age. 
That  Beport  was  entirely  confirmatory  of  all  that  had  been  alleged  of  the 
excessively  low  rate  of  wages,  which  in  most  cases  was  about  seven  shillings 

*  "Cbariism,*'  by  Thomu  Carlyle,  p.  22. 

t«"  QuATterly  H^iiew,"  April,  1862,  p.  285.  r^  l 
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a  week ;  of  the  oppression  exercised  over  the  labourer  who  did  job-work,  by 
his  master  giving  him  whatever  the  master  liked ;  of  the  system  of  paying  the 
labourers  partly  in  kind,  when  they  were  compelled  by  the  farmers  to  take  an 
inferior  quality  of  com  called  "  grists"  at  a  price  equal  to  or  above  the 
market  price  of  the  best  grain ;  and  of  the  disgraceful  state  of  the  labourers' 
cottages,  small,  inconvenient,  and  so  entirely  unfit  for  the  decent  accommo- 
dation of  a  family  that  in  some  cases  nine  persons  slept  in  one  room.  Lord 
Sidney  Godolphin  Osborne  (S.  Q-.  O.),  rector  of  Bryanstone,  near  Bland- 
ford,  in  Dorsetshire,  had  in  1842  testified  to  the  physical  and  moral  injuries 
to  the  labourer  of  a  dwelling  of  the  most  confined  space  without  anything 
like  proper  drainage.  His  evidence  was  taken  by  one  of  the  Special  Assistant 
Commissioners,  who  reported  "on  the  Employment  of  "Women  and  Children  in 
Agriculture."  Of  the  early  employment  of  children  of  both  sexes  in  the  fields 
the  greatest  evil  was  to  be  found  in  their  removal  from  school  before  they  had 
acquired  the  commonest  rudiments  of  knowledge.  The  employment  of  women 
was  injurious  in  their  being  withdrawn  from  the  proper  superintendence  of 
theirfamilies,  and  in  that  consequent  absence  of  domestic  comfort  which  in 
most  cases  drove  the  labourer  to  the  beer-shop. 

In  1836  a  Commission  was  appointed  to  inquire  as  to  the  best  means  of 
establishing  an  efficient  Constabulary  Force  in  the  counties  of  England,  for 
the  prevention  of  offences,  the  detection  of  criminals,  and  the  protection  of 
property.  The  Export  of  this  Commission  showed  that  there  was  an  average  of 
a  hundred  thousand  commitments  annually  of  the  able-bodied  population ;  and 
that  from  eleven  thousand  to  twenty  thousand  persons  were  constantly  in  gaoL 
Crimes  of  violence  were  gradually  decreasing,  though  crimes  characterized  by 
fraud  were  increasing  in  a  still  greater  proportion.  The  criminal  population 
of  London,  and  of  a  few  of  the  larger  towns,  had  been  kept  within  narrower 
bounds  than  in  the  time  of  G-eorge  the  Pourth,  by  the  establishment  of  a 
vigilant  Police  Force.  In  the  rural  districts  there  was  no  power  but  that  of 
the  parish  constable  to  prevent  the  most  extensive  system  of  depredation. 
Even  the  labouring  classes  were  constantly  plundered  of  the  produce  of  their 
gardens  and  garden  allotments.  "  There  is  no  protection  for  us,*'  said  a 
labourer  to  a  clergyman  near  Bath.  The  altered  character  of  criminal  punish- 
ments, as  exhibited  in  the  sentences  passed  in  the  years  before  and  after  the 
accession  of  the  Queen,  is  very  remarkable.  In  1834t  four  hundred  and  eighty 
persons  were  sentenced  to  death;  in  1888  a  hundred  and  sixteen.  In  1834, 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-four  persons  were  sentenced  to  transportation  for 
life ;  in  1838  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  ;  in  1834  two  thousand  four  hundred 
were  sentenced  to  transportation  for  seven  years ;  in  1838  under  nineteen 
hundred.  There  was  a  proportionate  increase  in  the  sentences  of  minor 
punishments.  The  number  sentenced  to  terms  of  imprisonment  or  to  sum- 
mary punishment  was  eleven  thousand  five  hundred  in  1834  ;  it  was  thirteen 
thousand  in  1838.  The  per-ceutage  of  criminals  unable  to  read  and  write 
was,  in  1840,  83*32  for  Englan^l  and  Wales.  The  proportion  of  criminals 
unable  to  read  and  write  was  7  per  cent,  more  in  the  agricultural  counties 
than  in  the  manufacturing  and  mixed  counties. 

It  was  found,  upon  an  average  of  five  years,  1838  to  1842,  that  more  than 
one-third  of  those  committed  for  trial  at  the  assizes  were  under  twenty  years 
of  age*    The  records  of  summary  convictions  exhibit«l  a  frightful  amount  of 
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juyenfle  delinqaeocy.  It  was  estimated  that  in  London  thirty  thousand  of 
those  who  have  been  called  the  Arabs  of  civilisation,  depending  from  day 
to  day  on  the  uncertain  support  of  mendicancy  and  plunder,  were  under 
sixteen  years  of  age.  There  was  a  district  lying  near  Westminster  Abbey, 
called  "The  Devil's  Acre,"  where  depravity  was  universal;  where  profes- 
sional beggars  were  fitted  out  with  all  their  appliances  of  imposture ;  where 
there  was  an  agency  office  for  the  hire  of  children  to  be  carried  about  by 
forlorn  widows  and  deserted  wives  to  move  the  compassion  of  street-giving 
benevolence;  where  young  pickpockets  were  duly  trained  in  the  art  and 
mystery  which  was  to  conduct  them  in  due  course  to  an  expensive  voyage  for 
the  good  of  their  country.  A  Scotch  gardener,  Andrew  Walker,  attempted 
to  weed  the  Devil's  Acre;  and  in  1839  set  up  a  school,  in  a  stable, 
for  reclaiming  and  instructing  the  wretched  children  who  swarmed  around 
him.  This  was  the  beginning  of  "  Bagged  Schools  "  in  London.  In  that 
year  died  John  Pounds,  the  Portsmouth  cobbler,  who  for  many  years  had 
been  rescuing  poor  children  in  a  similar  way,  in  the  populous  town  where  he 
earned  a  scanty  living.  In  the  course  of  his  benevolent  career  be  had  been  the 
gratuitous  instructor  of  five  hundred  children,  who  without  him  would  have 
swelled  the  numbers  of  the  criminal  population.  When  the  Queen  came  to 
the  throne  there  was  not  a  Sagged  School  in  London,  Liverpool,  Manchester, 
or  Birmingham.  Bristol  was  the  first  great  town  in  which  such  an  insti- 
tution was  organized.  Aberdeen  led  the  way  in  Scotland,  to  attempt  the 
abatement  of  juvenile  delinquency  by  the  establishment  <$  Industrial 
Schools. 

In  that  sermon  upon  the  accession  of  Victoria  with  whose  prophetic 
aspirations  we  concluded  our  last  chapter,  the  preacher,  taking  a  short  view 
of  the  duties  which  devolved  upon  the  young  Queen, — what  ideas  she  ought 
to  form  of  her  duties, — and.  in  what  points  she  should  endeavour  to  place  the 
glories  of  her  reign, — says,  "  First  and  foremost,  I  think  the  new  queen 
should  bend  her  mind  to  the  very  serious  consideration  of  educating  the 
people.  Of  the  importance  of  this  I  think  no  reasonable  doubt  can  exist  • 
It  does  not  in  its  effects  keep  pace  with  the  exaggerated  expectations  of 
its  injudicious  ftdvocates,  but  it  presents  the  best  chance  of  national 
improvement." 

A  quarter  of  a  century  is  past  since  these  words  were  uttered.  The 
necessity  that  was  first  and  foremost  in  the  thought  of  the  sagacious  divine, 
and  the  especial  application  of  his  words,  can  only  be  adequately  measured,, 
alid  properly  understood,  by  referping  to  the  fact  that  up  to  the  period  of 
the  accession  of  queen  Victoria  the  government  had  scarcely  considered  it  a 
part  of  its  duty  to  interfere  with  the  course  of  private  benevolence  in  ren- 
dering assistance  to  the  general  education  of  the  people.  In  1834,  however,  * 
lord  Althorp,  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had  proposed  a  vote  of 
20,OOOZ.  for  assisting  in  building  schoolhouses.  This  sum  was  to  be  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Treasury ;  but  the  government  was  to  take  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  National  Society  and  of  the  British  or  Lancasterian 
Society,  in  its  appropriation.^  Grants  of  nearly  similar  amount  were  made 
by  Parliament  in  1835,  1836,  and  1837.  During  those  four  years  a  sum, 
double  to  that  contributed  by  Parliament,  had  been  supplied  by  the  private 
fimda  of  individuals  towards  the  erection  of  schools. '  The  same  private  funds. 
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in  addition  to  the  old  endowed  charities,  had  been  deemed  sufficient  to  carrj 
on  the  great  work  of  rescuing  the  people  out  of  the  thick  darkness  in  which 
too  many  of  them  were  groping  their  way  through  life.  In  February,  1839, 
the  government  first  constituted  a  Board  of  Education,  consisting  of  five 
Privy  Councillors,  with  the  President  of  the  Council  as  the  head  of  the 
Board.  It  was  proposed  that  the  distribution  of  the  votes  of  Parliament  for 
the  promotion  of  education  should  be  confided  to  this  Board,  which  was 
especially  charged  with  the  formation  of  Normal  Schools.  In  June  of  that 
year  a  vote  of  80,000^.  was  proposed  by  the  government,  and  was  only  carried 
by  a  majority  of  two  in  the  House  of  Commons.  After  a  debate  of  three 
days,  two  hundred  and  seventy-three  members  voted  an  amendment  to  the 
.  ministerial  proposition,  praying  the  Queen  to  revoke  the  Order  in  Council 
by  which  the  Board  of  Education  had  been  appointed.  An  address  of  tlie 
same  character  was  carried  by  a  large  majority  in  the  House  of  Lords.  But 
the  government,  with  a  firmness  for  which  every  poor  child  bom  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Victoria  has  cause  to  be  grateful,  persevered  in  its  plan. 

We  have  thus  anticipated  the  regular  course  of  our  notice  of  parliamentary 
proceedings  that  we  may  proceed  to  the  last,  but  not  the  least  important, 
point  of  our  estimate  of  the  social  condition  of  the  great  body  of  the  people 
at  the  accession  of  the  Queen.  In  the  debate  of  June,  1839,  Mr.  Wyse,  one 
of  the  lords  of  the  Treasury,  who,  as  Member  for  Waterford,  had  during 
several*  sessions  laboured  with  unwearied  diligence  to  rouse  the  House  of 
Commons  iX>  sanction  even  the  faintest  beginnings  of  a  national  system  of 
education,  boldly  maintained  that,  instead  of  standing  the  highest  in  rank  in 
point  of  civilization,  this  country  might  be  regarded  as  being  almost  the  lowest 
in  comparison  with  other  European  nations,  in  the  general  diffusion  of  know- 
ledge amongst  the  people.  He  instanced  the  evils  which  were  constantly 
experienced  of  want  of  education  in  the  elemcQts  of  science,  in  matters  of  • 
every-day  life,  and  in  the  general  pursuits  of  industry.  The  farmers  were 
almost  wholly  ignorant  of  agriculture  as  a  science ;  the  greater  number  of 
them  kept  indifierent  accounts,  and  many  of  them  none.  They  were  jealous 
of  their  labourers,  discouraged  the  education  of  their  children,  and  made  no 
attempts  to  improve  their  social  condition.  In  the  towns  i^e  gross  ignorance 
of  all  sanitary  arrangements  prevented  any  desire  for  the  improvement  of  the 
condition  of  the  lower  classes  being  made  available.  The  people,  whether  of 
town  or  country,  whether  in  the  wynds  of  Glasgow  or  the  cultivated  fields 
of  Norfolk,  were  equally  incapacitated  by  the  want  of  education  from  rising 
above  the  misery  and  degradation  of  their  social  condition.  Calculating  that 
there  were  three  million  of  children  in  England  to  be  supplied  with  instruc- 
tion, half  of  whom  were  lefc  in  a  state  of  complete  ignorance,  he  maintained 
that  through  the  effects  of  this  ignorance  there  were  large  masses  of  the 
population  either  actually  in  the  commission  of  crime,  or  preparing  for  it. 
Most  truly  did  he  say  that  the  inattention  of  the  upper  classes  led  to  the 
dislocation  of  the  lower  classes  from  them,  and  they  were  thus  often  induced 
to  adopt  Chartism  and  infidelity.  The  religious  education  as  given  in  thid 
country  was  not  sufficient.*  As  an  especial  illustration  of  this  remark  Mr. 
Wyse  referred  to  an  extraordinary  occorrence  in  1838,  when  a  band  of 

*  Ha&iard,  vol  xMii.  ook  629  to  588. 
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fanatics  near  Canterbary  manifeated  an  amount  of  ignorance  which  appeared 
rather  to  belong  to  the  snperstitions  of  barbarous  countries  than  to  the 
England  of  the  nineteenth  century.  We  reserve  the  relation  of  this  outbr^Jk 
of  the  grossest  ignorance  for  onr  next  chapter. 

Popular  education  had  been  making  progress  in  England  since  1818.* 
Taking  the  Public  and  Private  Schools,  it  appears  as  to  Day  Schools 
that  while  in  1818  there  was  a  scholar  for  every  17*25  persons,  in  1888  there 
was  a  scholar  for  every  11*27  persons.  As  to  Sunday  Schools,  it  appears  that 
while  in  1818  there  was  one  Sunday  scholar  for  every  24*40  persons,  in  1838 
there  was  one  scholar  for  every  9*28  persons.  The  Day  scholars  in  1838  had 
more  than  doubled  those  of  1818  ;  the  Sunday  scholars  were  three  times  as 
many.  Between  1811  and  1841  there  had  been  above  thirteen  thousand 
schools  established,  of  which  five  thousand  four  hundred  were  Public  Schools^ 
and  eight  thousand  seven  hundred  Private  Schools.t  The  increase  of  Public 
Schools  in  the  period  between  1831  and  1841  had  been  equal  to  the  total 
increase  in  the  three  decennial  periods  from  1801  to  1831.  The  increase  from 
1831  to  1841,  in  the  numbers  of  schools  where  the  children  of  the  Labouring 
Classes  could  be  taught  in  the  schools  to  which  the  .State  had  begun  to  lend  a 
grudging  assistance,  had  slowly  proceeded,  amidst  the  disputes  of  the  advocates 
and  the  opponents  of  popular  education  in  the  abstract,  and  of  Churchmen 
and  Dissenters,  who,  essentially  differing  as  to  the  religious  elements  in  the 
instruction  of  the  poor,  resisted  the  interference  of  the  State  at  all.  The 
increase  of  schools  eight  or  ten  years  before  the  accession  of  the  Queen  had 
produced  very  little  visible  effect  upon  those  growing  into  young  men  and 
women.  In  1838,  upon  a  comparison  of  statistical  returns  in  some  agricul- 
tural and  manufacturing  districts,  the  conclusion  was  come  to  that,  speaking 
roughly,  it  might  be  safely  asserted  that  less  than  one-half  of  the  adult  popu- 
lation of  England  could  write,  and  that  less  than  three-fourths  could  read.  { 

If  we  were  to  attempt  to  pass  from  the  condition  of  the  poor  and  lowly 
to  any  minute  view  of  the  condition  of  the  rich  and  powerful,  we  should 
necessarily  be  in  the  region  of  vague  generalities  instead  of  having  our  course 
marked  out  by  trustworthy  statistics.  We  must  therefore  conclude  this 
imperfect  notice  of  the  social  condition  of  the  kingdom  by  a  few  remarks, 
having  reference  to  all  classes,  derived  from  the  observations  of  others  rather 
than  from  our  own  impressions. 

An  Englishman  whom*  circumstances  had  compelled  to  relinquish  the 
fiishionable  society  of  the  Begency  for  a  residence  in  Paris,  returns  to  London 
in  1841.  He  finds  the  great  capital  very  much  altered,  and  in  some  respects, 
such  as  the  buildings  and  parks,  considerably  improved.  The  change  of 
society,  he  says,  has  become  very  apparent  within  the  last  few  years.  ''  It 
was  called,  and  perhaps  justly,  in  my  time,  dissipated  ;  but  the  leaders  were 
men  of  sense  and  talent,  with  polished  manners,  and  generally  high-minded 
feelings."§  One  of  the  most  distinguished  of  Frenchmen  comes  as  ambassa- 
dor to  England  in  1840,  and  regarding  with  a  philosophical  intelligence  both 


*  See  ante,  p.  230. 

f  See  Bdacation  Report,  Censiu  1851,  pp.  xlx,  xx. 

t  "  Penny  Magaiine,"  vol.  vii.  p.  824.      ' 

§  Buke8*B  *'  Diary,"  vol  ir.  p.  181. 
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the  great  and  the  humble,  he  thus  contrasts  the  past  with  the  present. 
Looking  back  to  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century,  he  says  that  there  were 
at  that  time,  even  in  the  elevated  cksses  of  English  society,  many  remains  of 
gross  and  disorderly  manners.  Precisely  because  England  had  been  for  cen- 
turies a  country  of  liberty,  the  most  opposite  results  of  that  liberty  had  been 
developed  in  startling  contrasts.  A  puritan  severity  was  maintained  side 
by  side  with  the  corruption  of  the  courts  of  Charles  II.  and  the  first 
Qeorges ;  habits  almost  barbarous  kept  their  hold  in  the  midst  of  the  pro- 
gress of  civilization ;  the  splendour  of  power  and  of  riches  had  not  banished 
from  the  higher  social  regions  the  excesses  of  a  vulgar  intemperance ;  even 
the  elevation  of  ideas  and  the  supremacy  of  talent  did  not  always  carry 
with  them  delicacy  of  taste,  for  the  Sheridan  who  had.  been  electrifying  Par- 
liament byiiis  eloquence  might  the  same  night  have  been  picked  up  drunk  in 
the  streets.  This  picture  of  M.  Ouizot  is  not  an  overcoloured  one.  The 
union  of  dissipation  with  sense  and  talent  and  high-minded  feelings  was  not 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  existence  of  the  better  qualities.  M.  Guisot 
goes  on  to  say>  *'It  is  in  our  time  that  these  shocking  incongruities  in 
the  state  of  manners  in  England  have  vanished,  and  that  English  society  has 
become  as  polished  as  it  is  free — where  gross  habits  are  constrained  to  be 
hidden  or  to  be  reformed — ^and  where  civilization  is  day  by  day  showing 
itself  .more  general  and  more  harmonious."  Two  conditions  of  progress,  he 
continues,  which  rarely  go  together,  have  been  developed  and  attained  during 
half  a  century  in  England  :  the  laws  of  morality  have  been  strengthened, 
and  manners  have  at  the  same  time  become  softer,  less  inclined  to  violent 
excesses,  more  elegant.  ^  Steam,"  says  Mr.  Saikes,  ^*  has  here  dissolved  the 
exclusive  system,  and  seems  to  have  substituted  the  love  of  wealth  for  both 
the  love  of  amusement  and  of  social  distinction.'*  There  is  some  truth  in 
this ;  but  the  moralist  will  have  no  difficulty  in  making  his  choice  between  a 
profligate  exclusive  society,  and  one  less  brilliant,  perhaps  less  educated, 
where  wealth  and  learning  and  refinement  are  more  diffused.  Mr.  Baikes 
tells  us  of  Gaming  Clubs,  the  members  of  which  died  early,  often  by  their 
own  hands ;  and  how  those  who  survived  ofien  looked  back  to  the  life  at  the 
fashionable  Club  as  the  source  of  their  embarrassments.*  He  tells  us  of 
frequent  duels,  which  formerly  ended  .more  fatally  than  when  he  returned  to 
England.  Duelling  was  not  banished  then ;  it  was  not  ridiculed  And  de- 
spised, as  it  is  now.  As  long  as  manners  were  "gross  and  disorderly,"  duelling 
was  inevitable ;  it  was  almost  necessary.  The  eminent  writer  and  statesman, 
whose  testimony  to  the  social  condition  of  England  we  are  glad  to  quote,  says 
that  the  double  progress  of  a  stricter  morality  and  a  refinement  of  manners 
was  not  confined  to  the  higher  and  middle  classes,  but  was  very  apparent 
amongst  the  bulk  of  the  people.  "  The  domestic  life,  laborious  and  regular, 
extends  its  empire  over  these  classes.  They  comprehend,  they  seek,  they  enjoy 
more .  honest  and  more  delicate  pleasures  than  brutal  quarrels  or  drunken- 
ness. The  amelioration  is .  certainly  very  incomplete.  Gross  passions  and 
disorderly  habits  are  always  fermenting  in  the  bosom  of  obscure  and  idle 
misery ;  and  in  London,  Manchester,  or  Glasgow  there  are  ample  materials 
for  the  most  hideous  descriptions.     But  take  it  all  in  all,  civilization  and 

•  «  Diary,"  toL  iii.  p.  85. 
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liberty  have  in  England,  during  the  course  of  the  nineteenth  centnrj,  turned 
to  the  profit  of  good  rather  than  of  evil.  Beligious  faith.  Christian  charity, 
philanthropic  benerolence,  the  intelligent  and  indefatigable  activity  of  the 
higher  chisses,  and  good  sense  spread  amongst  all  classes,  have  b&ttled,  and 
now  battle  effectually,  against  the  vices  of  society  and  the  evU  inclinations  of 
human  nature.  When  one  has  lived  some  time  in  England  one  feels  to  be  in 
an  atmosphere  cold  but  healthy,  where  the  moral  and  social  health  is  stronger 
than  the  moral  and  social  makdies,  although  these  abound  there."  *  Such 
impressions  of  English  society  are  written  under  the  date  of  1840.  The 
sentence,  ''when  one  has  lived  some  time  in  Eugland,"  seems  to  carry  us  to 
the  time  when  M.  Guizot  found  a  home  amongst  us.  But,^t  any  rate,  in 
1840  that  change  was  beginning,  which  it  is  one  of  the  greatest  glories  of  the  . 
reign  to  have  seen  steadily  advancing — a  better  understanding  between  rich 
and  poor,  high  and  lowly,  of  their  relative  duties, — something  far  safer  and 
happier  than  arrogant  assumption  or  haughty  indifference, — than  envious  dis- 
content or  grovelling  servility — ^in  their  habitual  intercourse. 

•  Gnisot — **  M&noires  poor  lerrir  i  rhiitoire  de  mon  tempi,'*  tome  V.    1862. 
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CHAPTER  XXm. 

Separation  of  Hanoyer  from  Great  Britain— Departure  of  the  King  of  Hanorer— The  Qneen  meete 
the  Parliament— Dinolution — Ministry  at  the  Qaeen^s  Acoenion — The  New  Parliament — 
Canada — Insurrection  in  Canada — Lord  I>arham  appointed  Lord  High  Commissioner — 
Eesigns  his  office — His  Report — Coronation  of  the  Queen — Prorogation — Reriew  of  the 
Session — Canterbury  Fanatics— <!areer  of  John  Thorn — Proclaims  himself  the  Messiah  at 
Boughton — The  Three  Days'  March  of  his  deluded  followers—Neglect  of  Education  in  the 
District — The  Tragedy  of  Boeenden  Wood — ^Meeting  of  Parliament— Chartism — Condition 
of  the  Labouring  Classes — Jamaica — Resignation  of  the  Ministiy — Failure  in  the  attempt 
to  form  a  New  Administration — The  B^chan^ber  Question — Disloyal  Tories — Chartist 
Biota— Insurrection  at  Newport— John  Frost  and  others  tried  for  Hig^  Txeason. 

Fbom  the  bour  that  the  Grown  of  these  kingdoms  devolyed  upon  Queen 
Yictoria,  dates  a  change  which  was  a  real  blessing  in  the  relations  of  the 
Sovereign  to  the  Continent  of  Europe.  Hanover  was  at  that  instant  wholly 
separated  from  Great  Britain.  By  the  law  of  that  country  a  female  could 
not  reign  except  in  default  of  heirs  male  in  the  Boyal  family.  But  in  addi- 
tion to  the  great  advantage  of  separating  the  policy  of  England  wholly  from 
the  intrigues  and  complications  of  a  petty  German  State,  jt  was  an  immediate 
happiness  that  the  most  hated  and  in  some  respects  the  most  dangerous  man 
in  these  islands  was  removed  to  a  sphere  where  his  political  system  might  be 
worked  out  with  less  danger  to  the  good  of  society  than  amongst  a  people 
where  his  influence  was  associated  with  the  grossest  follies  of  Toryism  and  the 
darkest  designs  of  Ofangeisra.  On  the  24th  of  June  the  duke  of  Cumberland, 
now  become  Ernest  Augustus,  King  of  Hanover,  left  London.  On  the  28th 
he  made  a  solemn  entrance  into  the  capital  of  his  states,  and  at  once  exhibited 
to  his  new  subjects  his  character  and  disposition  by  refusing  to  receive  a 
deputation  of  the  Chambers,  who  came  to  offer  him  their  homage  and  their 
congratulations.  By  a  proclamation  of  the  5th  of  July  he  announced  his 
intention  to  abolish  the  representative  constitution,  which  he  had  previously 
refused  to  recognize  by  the  customary  oath.  We  shall  have  little  further 
occasion  to  notice  the  course  of  this  worst  disciple  of  the  old  school  of 
intolerance  and  irresponsible  government,  and  we  may  therefore  at  once  state 
that  he  succeeded  in  depriving  Hanover  of  the  forms  of  freedom  under  which 
she  had  begun  to  live ;  ejected  from  their  offices  and  banished  some  of  the 
ablest  professors  of  the  University  of  Oottingen,  who  had  ventured  to  think 
that  letters  would  flourish  best  in  a  free  soil ;  and  reached  the  height  of  his 
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ambition  in  becomiDg  the  representatiye  of  whatever  in  soyereign  power  was 
most  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  the  age. 

The  funeral  of  William  thQ  Fourth  had  taken  place  at  Windsor  on  the 
9th  of  July.  On  the  17th  the  Queen  went  in  state  to  Parliament.  The 
chronicles  of  the  time  are  eloquent  in  their  descriptions  of  the  enthusiasm 
with  which  her  Majesty  was  received,  and  of  the  extraordinary  concourse  of 
ladies  of  rank  in  the  House  of  Lords  to  do  honour  to  the  rare  occasion  of  the 
presence  there  of  the  third  female  sovereign  who  had  thus  met  the  Lords  and 
Commons  assembled  in  Parliament.  In  the  speech  from  the  throne  her 
Majesty  stated  that  amongst  the  useful  measures  which  Parliament  had  * 
brought  to  maturity  she  regarded  with  peculiar  interest  the  amendment  of 
the  Criminal  Code  aud  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  capital  punishments* 
She  hailed  this  mitigation  of  the  severity  of  the  law  as  an  auspicious  com- 
mencement  of  her  reign.  "  It  will  be  my  care,"  she  said  "  to  strengthen  our 
institutions,  civil  and  ecclesiastical,  by  discreet  improvement  wherever  im- 
provement  is  required,  and  to  do  ^1  in  my  power  to  compose  and  allay 
animosity  and  discord."  These  were  not  words  of  course.  They  were  the 
key-note  of  that  harmony  which,  during  the  progress  of  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
has  superseded  in  a  great  degree  the  harsh  discords  which  had  too  long  distin- 
guished the  contests  of  parties  and  of  principles.  The  Parliament  was  pro- 
rogued, and  was  dissolved  the  same  evening. 

The  ministry  which  Queen  Victoria  found  at  her  accession  *  was  one 
whose  general  character  was  in  harmony  with  the  opinions  in  which  she  had 
been  educated.  Viscount  Melbourne,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  was 
at  her  hand  to  guide  and  assist  her  in  the  discharge  of  the  technical  business 
of  her  great  office.  The  daily  duties  of  the  Sovereign  are  of  no  light  nature. 
Many  of  the  complicated  details  of  the  various  departments  of  the  State  must 
pass  under  the  eye  of  the  Constitutional  Monarch  for  approval,  and  a  vast 
number  of  documents  can  only  receive  their  validity  from  the  signature  of  the 
Sovereign.  During  the  elections,  which  were  over  early  in  August,  the  party 
contests  assumed  a  tone  not  entirely  constitutional ;  for  the  adherents  of  the 
ministry  alleged  to  their  constituents  that  in  supporting  them  they  were 
exhibiting  their  loyalty  to  the  Queen,  whilst  the  adverse  party  maintained 
that  her  Majesty  had  only  passively  adopted  that  administration  of  her  uncle 
which  she  found  established.  But  amidst  these  fluctuating  demonstrations  of 
political  management  there  was  one  feeling  predominant,  which  was  certainly 
favourable  to  the  duration  of  the  ministry — that  of  a  deep  and  growing 
attachment  to  the  person  of  the  young  Sovereign.  JSever  was  there  a  more 
enthusiastic  demonstration  of  popular  feeling  than  when,  on  the  9th  of 
I^ovember,  the  Queen  went  in  state  to  the  City  to  dine  with  the  Lord  Mayor 
at  Guildhall.  In  less  than  a  fortnight  after  the  gorgeous  banquet  and  the 
universal  excitement  of  a  general  holiday  in  London,  the  real  business  com- 
menced which  was  to  test  the  position  of  the  Government.  On  the  16th  of 
November  the  new  Parliament  met.  Mr.  Abercromby  was  re-elected  speaker 
without  opposition.  On  the  20th  the  Queen  in  person  opened  the  new 
Parliament.  The  most  important  paragraph  in  her  Majesty's  speech  was — 
"  I  recommend  to  your  serious  consideration  the  state  of  the  province  of 

♦  See  List,  p.  381. 
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Lower  Canada."  At  the  opening  of  the  last  Parliament  of  king  William  the 
Pourth  a  similar  expression  of  solicitude  as  to  the  condition  of  Canada  is 
found  in  the  king's  speech.  We  shall  endeavour  to  trace  as  hriefly  as  possible 
how  the  discontents  which  existed  at  the  beginning  of  1837  broke  out  into 
open  insurrection  at  the  end  of  that  year,  and  how  they  were  finally  allayed. 
In  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  6th  of  March,  1837,  lord  John  Bussell 
brought  forward  a  series  of  resolutions  which  declared  that  since  the  Slst  of 
October,  1832,  no  provision  had  been  made  by  the  legislature  of  the  province 
of  Lower  Canada  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  administration  of  justice, 
and  for  the  support  of  the  civil  government  within  the  province ;  that  for  four 
years  the  payments  in  arrear  had  amounted  to  a  large  sum  which  the  House 
of  Assembly,  in  answer  to  a  recommendation  of  the  Governor,  declined  to 
discharge  by  a  vote  of  supply,  declaring,  amongst  other  things,  that  it  persisted 
in  the  demand  of  an  elective  legislative  council,  and  a  free  exercise  of  its 
control  over  all  the  branches  of  the  executive  government.  The  resolutions 
of  lord  John  Eussell  expressed  the  refusal  of  the  British  Legislature  to  accede 
to  these  demands,  although  it  was  held  expedient  to  adopt  certain  improve- 
ments in  the  legislative  council  and  in  the  executive  council.  These  resolu- 
tions were  passed  by  large  majorities  in  both  Houses.  The  promulgation  in 
Canada  of  the  determination  of  the  British  Oovemment  was  a  signal  for  revolt. 
On  the  22nd  of  December  the  Government  announced  in  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  that  there  was  an  open  insurrection  and  rebellion  in  Lower 
Canada,  and  it  was  in  consequence  proposed  that  the  adjournment  for 
Christmas  should  be  for  a  shorter  period  than  originally  intended.  The 
debate  on  this  occasion  shows  how  completely  it  had  become  a  creed  of  those 
who  held  strong  democratic  opinions  that  the  dominion  of  England  in  America 
should  at  once  be  brought  to  a  conclusion.  "Great,"  said  sir  William 
Molesworth,  "  would  be  the  advantages  of  an  amicable  separation  of  the  two 
countries."  The  civil  war  which  sir  William  Molesworth  considered  almost 
inevitable  would,  he  believed,  involve  this  country  in  a  contest  with  the 
United  States  of  America.  A  passage  in  the  philosophical  baronet's  speech 
is  worth  considering,  although  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  passed  over  since  its 
utterance.  "  How  powerful  soever  the  central  government  of  the  United 
States  may  be  when  it  goes  along  with  the  wishes  of  the  people,  it  is  most 
feeble  when  the  people  are  opposed  or  indifferent  to  its  commands,  or  when 
one  or  more  of  the  sovereign  states  are  desirous  of  evading  its  decrees.  It  is 
exactly  in  a  case  like  this  that  the  central  government  of  that  republic  is 
weakest ;  for  how  anxious  soever  it  may  be,  from  general  views  of  policy,  to 
prevent  all  interference  in  the  affairs  of  Canada — all  hostilities  with  this 
country — ^yet  its  people  will  see  in  this  struggle  but  a  repetition  of  their  own 
glorious  struggle  for  independence ;  they  will  behold  in  the  conduct  of  England 
towards  Canada  the  sequel  of  those  despotic  and  unjust  principles  which  a 
little  more  than  half  a  century  ago  caused  them  to  shake  off  our  yoke."  * 
The  ultimate  consequence  of  this  temporary  estrangement  of  the  popular 
party  in  Canada  from  the  Imperial  government  was  the  establishment  of  a 
better  system  of  policy.  This  change  had  been  strenuously  advocated  by 
colonial  reformers,  who  contended  that  all  which  was  needed  to  preserve  our 

•  HMisard,  vol.  zzxiz.  col.  1465.  ^-^  ^ 
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colonies  was  "  a  dear  demarcation  of  their  rights  from  ours,  a  full  ezemptioii 
from  all  control  in  the  matters  which  solely  regarded  them,  with  a  super- 
vibion  only  on  the  part  of  the  empire  in  matters  strictly  of  imperial  concem- 
meot."  This  view,  it  is  added,  '^  may  be  said  to  have  rendered  Canada 
loyal."  • 

Between  the  adjournment  and  the  re-assembling  of  Parliament,  important 
events  had  taken  place  in  Canada.     On  the  14th  of  ])ecember  the  rebels 
were  defeated  at  St.  Eustace,  their  leaders  saving  themselves  by  flight.     On 
the  29th  of  December  the  United  States'  steamboat  **  Caroline,*'  which  was 
laden  with  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  insurgents,  was  attacked  and  burnt 
on  the  territories  of  the  United  States.    This  act  was  committed  under 
the  orders  of  the  governor,  sir  Eiancis  Head.     It  produced   a  long  con- 
troversy between  the  two  governments,  and  was  justified  by  the  necessity 
of  defending    the  British   territory,  which  had  been  assaulted  from  the 
American  side.    The  President  of  the  United  States  subsequently  forbade 
the  attacks  of  the  citizens  of  the  republic  on  neighbouring  states.     On  the 
5th  of  January,  1838,  the  insurgents,  headed  by  Dr.  Mackenzie,  surrounded 
Toronto,  but  were  repulsed  by  sir  Erancis  Head.     Such  was  the  course  of 
the  insurrection,  when,  on  the  22nd  of  January,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
lord  John  Bussell  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  by  which,  for  a  certain 
time,  the  calling  of  an  assembly  in  Lower  Canada,  which  was  a  duty  incum* 
bent  on  the  governor  for  the  time  being,  might  be  suspended,  and  authority 
be  given  to  meet  the  present  emergency,  and  to  provide  for  the  future 
government  of  the  province.     He  thought  with  respect  to  the   principal 
question  on  which  the  alleged  grievances  of  the  Canadians  were  based,  a 
satisfactory  adjustment  might,  in  the  course  of  time,  be  arrived  at.     He 
proposed  that  a    high  functionary  should   be  sent  out,  who    should    be 
conversant  with  matters  of  administration,  with  the'  most  important  affairs 
which  are  from  time  to  time  brought  before  Parliament,  as  well  as  with  the 
affairs  of  the  various  states  of  Europe,  and  moreover  that  it  should  be  implied 
by  his  nomination  that  he  was  favourable  to  popular  feelings  and  popular 
rights.    He  then  announced  that  her  Majesty  had  been  pleased  to  entrust 
the  conduct  of  this  affair,  with  the  high  powers  implied  in  the  appointment, 
to  the  earl  of  Durham,  who  had  accepted  the  office.    Lord  Durham,  in  his 
place  in  tbe  House  of  Lords,  stated  that  he  did  not  go  to  Canada  for  the 
purpose  of  suspending  the  constitution,  but  in  the  endeavour  to  provide  for 
the  extraordinary  state  of  circumstances  produced  by  the  rebellious  part  of 
the  Canadian  community,  that  would  render  it  impossible  for  the  constitution 
to  continue  in  operation.     *'  1  go,"  he  said, "  not  for  the  purpose  of  exercising 
that  power,  that  species  of  discreditable  power,  as  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  [Brougham]   calls   it,  which  is  to  be  vested  in  me;   but  in  the  first 
place  to  restore,  I  trust,  the  supremacy  of  the  law,  and  next,  to  be  the 
humble  instrument  of  conferring  upon  the  British  North  American  pro- 
vinces such  a  free  and  liberal  constitution  as  shall  place  them  on  the  same 
scale  of  independence  as  the  rest  of  the  possessions  of  Great  Britain."  f 
Lord  Durham  landed  at  Quebec  on  the  29th  of  May,  1838.    The  history 

*  "  Seoalaria,"  by  Samuel  Laoaa,  K.A.,  p.  265. 
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of  the    adminiBtration  of  Canada  by  her  Majesty's  High   Commissioner 
fnrnishes  a  remarkable  proof  of  how  great  and  salutary  changes  may  be 
effected  in  the  government  of  a  great  dependency,  by  the  union  of  firmness  and 
conciliation,  and  by  the  application  of  liberal  political  principles  in  the  place 
of  a  continued  system  of  coercion  and  tutelage.     Lord  Durham  had  at  his  side 
an  adviser,  a  person  of  eminent  ability  and  with  large  views  of  statesmanship 
^Mr.  Charles  Buller.     All  went  well  for  a  few  months.    The  rebellion  was 
dying  out.    The  Prench  population  had  given  up  their  notion  of  being 
supported  by  the  borderers  of  the  United  States,  and  were  conciliated  by 
seeing  that  no  difference  was  to  be  made  between  British  and  French 
subjects.    A  general  amnesty  was  published,  and  measures  were  taken  for 
inquiring  into  the  feasibility  of  a  plan  for  constituting  a  Federal  Union  of  the 
British  North   American  provinces.      The  measure  which    lord    Durham 
pursued  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  rebel  prisoners  was  successful  in 
the  colony,  but  obnoxious  to  many  of  influence  in  the  legislature  of  Great 
Britain.     By  an  ordinance  of  the  28th  of  June  it  was  declared  that  eight 
rebel  leaders  in  the  jail  of  Montreal  who  had  acknowledged  their  guilt 
should  be  transported  to  Bermuda ;   that  sixteen  other  rebel  leaders  who 
were  named  had  fled,  and  that  if  any  of  either  class  should  return  without 
permission  and  be  found  in  the  province,  they  should  suffer  death.     On 
the  7th  of  August  lord  Brougham  made  a  strong  attack  upon   what  he 
described  as  the    *^  appalling  fact  of  fourteen  persons,  aud  M.  Papineaa 
making  fifteen,  being  adjudged  to  suffer  death,  if  they  appeared  in  Canada, 
not  one  of  those  individuals  having  been  previously  tried.     Such  a  pro- 
ceeding was  contrary  to  every  principle  of  justice,  and  was  opposed  to  the 
genius  and  spirit  of  English  law,  which  humanely  supposed  every  accused 
party  to  be  innocent  until  he  was  proved  to  be  guilty."*     On  the  10th  of 
August  lord  Melbourne  announced  that  her  Majesty's   Government  had 
counselled  the  disallowance  of  the  ordinance.     When  lord  Durham  received 
the  news  of  this  censure  of  his  administration  he  resolved  to  resign  his  great 
office ;  and  on  the  9th  of  October  he  issued  a  proclamation,  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  Indemnity  Act  which  lord  Brougham  had  proposed  and  carried, 
which  proclamation  was  a  humiliating  abrogation  of  the  ordinance  of  the 
28th  of  June.   Lord  Durham  at  the  same  time  published  a  document  in  which 
he  justified  the  policy  pursued  by  him  since  his  arrival  in  Canadia,  and  an- 
nounced his  determination  of  resigning  his  government.     He  did  not  wait 
to  obtain  leave  for  his  return.     This  was  a  grave  error.     He  arrived  home 
in  a  state  of  wretched  health,  produced  by  the  irritation  of  a  proud  and 
sensitive  nature  working  upon  a  feeble  constitution.     The  censure-  implied  in 
the  abrogation  of  the  ordinance  of  lord  Durham  was  a  severe  measure  towards 
a  man  whose  great  hope  was  to  have  secured  the  allegiance  and  prosperity  of 
Canada,  by  a  system  of  high  policy  which  was  utterly  opposed  to  the  old 
methods  of  colonial  government.     Great  lawyers  at  home  differed  as  to  the 
legality  of  the  course  which  he  pursued.     The  eloquence  of  lord  Brougham 
in  denouncing  it  as  an  illegal  act  of  despotic  authority  met  with  supporters 
amongst  those  who  hated  lord  Durham's  liberal  policy.     He  came  home  a 
broken-hearted  man ;   and  his  career,  which  might  otherwise  have  been  so 

*  Hansard,  toI.  zUt.  col.  1022. 
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glorious,  tenninated  in  his  death  in  184iO,  but  not  without  the  noble  satisfiic- 
tion  he  derived  from  establishing  his  policy  in  his  counsels  to  his  successor, 
Mr.  Poulett  Thompson.    During  the  voyage  home  his  Beport  on  the  affairs 
of  British  North  America,  which  is  attributed  to  the  peu  of  his  friend  Mr. 
Charles  Buller,  was  in  great  part  prepared.     It  is  a  most  able  view,  not  only 
of  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  provinces  which  were  placed  under 
lord  Durham's  government,  but   generally  of  colonial  administration.     A 
passage  in  the  conclusion  of  this  Beport  is  now  of  higher  interest  than  the 
occurrences  to  which  it   had   a  special   reference.     ''The  experiment  of 
keeping  colonies  and  governing  them  well  ought  at  least  to  have  a  trial, 
ere  we  abandon  for  ever  the  vast  dominion  which  might  supply  the  wants  of 
our  surplus  population,  and  raise  up  millions  of  fresh  consumers  of  our 
manufactures  and  produ<;ers  of  a   supply  for  our  wants.     The   warmest 
admirers,  and  the  strongest  opponents  of  republican  institutions,  admit  or 
assert  that  the  amaziog  prosperity  of  the  United  States  is  less  owing  to 
their  form  of  government,  than  to  the  unlimited  supply  of  fertile  land,  which 
maintains  succeeding  generations  in  an  undiminishing  affluence  of  fertile  soil. 
A  region  as  large  and  as  fertile  is  open   to  your  Majesty's   subjects  in 
your  Majesty's  American  dominions."     At  that  time  emigration  from  the 
United  -Kingdom  was  upon  a  very  limited  scale.     The  vast  resources  of 
Australia  were  yet  undeveloped.     In  1837  the  emigrants  to  the  North 
American  colonies  were  about  30,000,  and  to  the  United  States  36,000 ;  to 
the  Australian  colonies  and  New  Zealand  the  number  was  only  5fiOO.    In 
1838  the  emigration  to  America  was  reduced  to  one-fourth  of  the  amount  of 
the  previous  year,  whilst  that  to  Australia  was  trebled.     Trom  1815  to  1838 
the  annual  average  of  emigrants  to  all  places  during  the  24  years  was  38,376. 
from  1839  to  1852,  when  what  is  termed  the  Irish  Exodus  was  in  full  opera- 
tion,  and  the  gold  discoveries  had  been  made  in  Australia,  the  annual  average 
during  the  14  years  was  181,612.     The  realization  of  the  great  triumph  of 
science  in  accomplishing  the  passage  by  steam  power  alone  across    the 
Atlantic  offered  new  facilities  for  emigration.     The  first  vessels  which  solved 
this  problem  were  the  "  Sirius  "  and  the  "  Great  Western ;"  the  one  having 
accomplished  the  voyage  to  New  Tork  in  twenty  days,  the  other  in  sixteen 
days.     We  may  conclude  this  rapid  notice  of  the  affairs  of  our  American 
colonies  by  stating  that,  after  a  series  of  defeats  in  November,  especially  one 
on  the  17th  near  Prescott  in  Upper  Canada,  the  insurrection  was  wholly 
suppressed.     In  1840  an  Act  was  passed  for  the  union  of  the  provinces  of 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada  as  one  province,  under  one  Legislative  Council  and 
one  Assembly. 

The  coronation  of  the  Queen  at  Westminster  Abbey  took  place  on  the 
28th  of  June.  The  splendours  which  had  attended  the  coronation  of  George 
the  Fourth  were  to  some  extent  dispensed  with.  There  was  no  solemn  pro- 
cession of  the  Estates  of  the  Bealm.  There  was  no  banquet  in  Westminster 
Hall,  with  its  accompanying  feudal  services.  But  there  was  a  gorgeous 
cavalcade  which  more  than  realized  the  pomp  of  ancient  times,  when  the 
king  came  '*from  the  Tower  of  London  to  his  Palace  at  Westminster 
through  the  midst  of  the  City,  mounted  on  a  horse,  handsomely  habited,  and 
bare-headed,  in  the  sight  of  all  the  people."  Charles  the  Second  was  the 
last  king  who  thus  went  to  his  coronation  in  procession  from  the  Tower,     t 
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Qaeen  Yictoria  went  from  BackiDgham  Palaee  through  the  line  of  etreeta 
from  Hjde  Park  Comer,  where  the  houses  were  not  hung  with  tapestry,  as 
of  old,  hut  where  galleries  and  scaffolding  were  raised  throughout  the  line, 
and  the  windows  were  filled  with  ladies  whose  enthusiasm  was  as  hearty  as 
that  to  which  Elizabeth  bowed.    Nerer  were  the  streets  more  crowded. 
Nerer  were  the  cheers  of  an  enormous  multitude — swelled,  it  is  said,  by  two 
hundred  thousand  persons  from  the  country — ^more  deafening  than  when  the 
Queen  passed  along ;  the  last  of  a  cavalcade  in  which,  next  to  herself,  the 
persons  most  greeted  by  the  popular  voice  were  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
and  his  old  opponent  Marshal  Soult,  who  came  as  a  Special  Ambassador  on 
this  occasion.    The  day  was  remarkable,  not  only  for  the  entire  absence  of 
accidents,  but  for  the  wonderful  forbearance  of  that  class  who  are  most 
usually  active  on  public  occasions ;  there  being  only  seven  persona  brought 
to  the  police  stations  for  picking  pockets.    The  day  was  observed  throughout 
the  kingdom  as  a  general  holiday ;  with  public  dinners,  feasts  to  the  poor, 
and  brilliant  illuminations.     On  this  occasion,  when  the  attachment  of  the 
people  to  their  young  queen  was  so  universally  manifested,  some  might 
recollect  an  eloquent  passage  of  a  speech  made  by  lord  Brougham  in  the 
House  of  Lords  six  months  before,  in  which  he  qualified  his  opposition  to 
some  of  the  details  of  the  Civil  List :   ''  Not  any  one  among  you  all  can 
rqjoice  more  sincerely  than  I  have  done  in  the  enthusiasm  of  affection  which 
has  burst  from  all  her  subjects,  to  greet  the  accession  of  the  reigning 
Monarch.     They  have  generously  let  expectation  usurp  the  place  of  gratitude. 
They  have  taken  counsel  with  hope,  rather  than  experience.    For  as  memory 
scat^rs  her  sweets  with  a  cold  and  churlish  hand,  it  has  been  found  more 
pleasing  to  array  the  object  of  the  general  love  in  the  attire  of  fancy ;  and 
as  fervent  a  devotion  has  been  kindled  towards  the  yet  untried  ruler,  as 
could  have  glowed  in  her  people's  bosom  after  the  longest  and  most  glorious 
reign,  in  which  she  should  have  only  lived  and  only  governed  for  the  country's 
good ;  by  some  chronic  miracle  escaping  all  error  and  all  failure,  and  only 
showering  down  blessings  upon  mankind.     I  heartily  rejoice  in  this  enthu- 
siasm, and  I  do  not  complain  of  it  as  premature.    I  rejoice  in  it  because  it 
must  prove  delightful  to  the  royal  object  of  it.    I  rejoice  still  more  because 
I  know  that  it  will  stimulate  the  queen  to  live  for  her  country,  in  order  to 
earn  the  affections  which  have  already  been  bestowed,  and  justify  the  opinion 
which  has  been  formed,  and  is  so  fondly  cherished  upon  trust.     But  most 
chiefly  do  I  rejoice,  because  it  extinguishes  for  ever  all  apprehensions  of  the 
English  people's  loyalty  and  trustworthiness ;  puts  to  shame  all  who  would 
represent  them  as  disaffected  towards  monarchical  institutions ;  demonstrates 
the  safety  of  entrusting  them  with  an  ample  measure  of  political  rights ; 
and  teaches  to  statesmen  this  great  practical   lesson,    that  the  more  we 
extirpate  abuse  from  our  system,  the   more    searching  we  make  our  re- 
forms, the  more  we  endear  the  Constitution  to  the  people  by  making  them 
feel  its  benefits — the  safer  will  be  the  just  rights  of   the  monarch   who 
is  its  head,  and  the  stronger  will  be  the  idlegiance  of  the  subject  who  cheer^ 
fully  obeys."  • 

Parliament  was  prorogued  by  the  Queen  in  person  on  the  16th  of  August. 

*  "  SpeeeheB  of  Heniy  lord  Brougham,"  vol.  iv.  p.  S8^ 
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The  cLief  measures  which  had  occupied  the  discussious  in  both  Houses  were 
the  settlement  of  the  Civil  List  and  the  state  of  Canada.  Other  measures, 
which  provoked  less  conflict,  were  not  less  important.  In  his  review  of  the 
measures  of  the  Session  the  Speaker  emphaticallj  dwelt  upon  the  provision 
made  for  the  destitute  in  Ireland.  He  said  that  no  measure  like  the  intro- 
duction of  a  Poor  Law  into  a  country  circumstanced  as  Ireland  is  with  respect 
to  the  number  and  condition  of  its  population,  could  be  proposed  without 
incurriug  heavy  responsibility ;  but  that  looking  at  what  had.  been  done  on 
this  subject  by  former  parliaments  with  respect  to  England,  they  had  thought 
that  the  time  was  come  when  they  might  legislate  for  Ireland  with  safety 
and  with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  success.  The  Irish  Poor-Law  Statute  was 
in  great  degree  founded  upon  three  comprehensive  "Reports  of  Mr.  Nicholls. 
The  Speaker  expressed  a  hope  that  the  execution  of  that  most  important 
law  would  be  watched  over  and  guided  by  the  same  prudent  and  impartial 
spirit  which  governed  the  deliberations  which  led  to  its  enactment.  It  was 
felt  by  every  one  conversant  with  the  subject,  that  no  better  prospect  could 
be  afforded  of  the  probable  realization  of  this  hope  than  the  immediate 
determination  of  the  Government  that  Mr.  Nicholls  should  proceed  to  Ireland 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  new  law  into  operation,  which  he  had,  in 
great  part,  planned,  basing  it  upon  the  most  searching  inquiry  and  the 
most  careful  consideration.  Amongst  the  other  important  measures. of  the 
Session  were  a  mitigation  of  the  law  of  imprisonment  for  debt ;  the  abridg- 
ment of  the  power  of  holding  benefices  in  plurality ;  and  the  abolition  of 
composition  for  tithes  in  Ireland,  substituting  rent-charges  payable  by  those 
who  had  a  perpetual  interest  in  the  land.  In  his  Address  to  her  Majesty 
the  Speaker  adverted  to  "  the  improving  opinions  and  increasing  knowledge 
of  the  educated  classes  of  the  community.''  He  probably  considered  that 
the  time  was  distant  when  there  would  be  "  improving  opinions  and  increasing 
knowledge"  amongst  the  bulk  of  the  population  who  could  scarcely  be  recog- 
nized as  *' educated  classes."  A  circumstance  which  occurred  during  this 
Session  furnished  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  necessity  for  exertion  before  the 
labours  of  Parliament  to  maintain  respect  for  our  laws  and  institutions  by 
salutary  amendments  should  be  generally  appreciated. 

A  month  before  the  coronation  of  the  Queen,  that  manifestation  ci 
popular  ignorance  took  place  in  Kent,  to  which  we  alluded  in  our  last  chapter. 
The  Beports  of  the  parliamentary  discussions  upon  the  subject  at  the 
beginning  of  June  in  that  year,  are  under  the  head  of  "  Canterbury 
Fanatics."  The  debates  to  which  these  occurrences  gave  rise  were  little 
more  than  persooal  and  party  squabbles ;  except  in  the  argument  of  Mr. 
Hume  that  such  an  exhibition  of  brutal  ignorance,  in  a  district  within  fifty 
miles  of  London,  where  the  people  were  surrounded  by  country  gentlemen 
of  great  wealth,  and  where  there  was  a  large  body  of  clergy,  presented  an 
occasion  for  endeavouring  to  arouse  the  government  to  the  absolute  necessity 
of  a  comprehensive  system  of  education  for  the  people.*  Little  as  the  atten- 
tion of  parliament  was  aroused  by  the  proceedings  of  a  band  of  Kentish 
fanatics,  the  notice  of  foreign  countries  was  painfully  directed  towards  this 


Hansard,  voL  zliiL  eol.  5i7. 
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contradiction  of  our  boasted  advance  in  civilization  as  an  event  almost  incon- 
ceivable in  the  Nineteenth  Century.* 

About  the  beginning  of  the  year  1832  a  stranger  made  his  appearance  at 
Canterbury  who  attracted  a  good  deal  of  notice  by  his  commanding  figure 
and  handsome  features.  He  represented  himself  as  a  Jew,  which  character 
was  in  some  degree  supported  by  his  ample  beard  at  a  time  when  such  an 
ornament  was  not  common  amongst  Englishmen.  He  gradually  put  forth 
pretensions  of  superior  sanctity,  and  mysteriously  intimated  that  he  had  a 
mission  to  fulfil  of  no  common  nature.  Devotees  soon  surrounded  him,  not 
wholly  of  the  lowest  and  most  ignorant  class,  but  comprising  a  few  having 
wealth  and  respectable  position.  Parliament  was  prorogued  in  August  of 
that  year,  after  the  passing  of  the  Beform  Bill,  and  the  electors  of  Canter- 
bury began  to  look  out  for  proper  persons  to  represent  their  opinions,  whether 
Beforming  or  Conservative.  The  handsome  Jew  had  then  become  air 
William  Courtenay,  the  expectant  heir  of  great  estates,  and  a  £night  of 
Malta.  There  w^ere  two  candidates  for  the  suffrages  of  the  citizens  in  the 
ministerial  interest — the  Hon.  Eichard  Watson  and  viscount  Pordwich. 
Two  Conservative  Baronets  came  forward  to  oppose  them,  but  quickly  with- 
drew. No  other  candidate  of  known  character  appearing  in  the  field,  a  knot 
of  citizens  calling  themselves  Conservatives  put  forward  sir  William 
Courtenay.  He  came  on  the  hustings  in  a  velvet  coat, "  like  a  mountebank," 
said  some  irreverent  newspapers.  He  was  proposed  and  seconded  at  the 
election  by  two  Conservative  tradesmen ;  members  of  the  liberal  professions, 
and  even  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  all  of  Conservative  politics, 
voted  for  him  ;t  and  the  adventurer,  who  was  manifestly  an  impostor  or  a 
madman,  actually  obtained  three  hundred  and  seventy-eight  votes.  Such  was 
the  undiscriminating  violence  of  party  feelings  at  the  crisis  of  oiir  great 
Constitutional  Heform.  Defeated  in  the  object  of  his  ambition  he  retired 
to  Heme  Bay,  which  was  then  more  distinguished  as  a  resort  of  smugglers 
than  as  a  fashionable  watering-place.  In  some  afiray  between  the  coast- 
guard and  a  band  of  these  free-traders,  sir  William  Courtenay  came  forward 
as  a  witness ;  subjected  himself  by  his  evidence  to  an  indictment  for  perjury ; 
and  having  been  convicted  under  his  proper  name  of  John  Nicholls  Thorn 
was  sentenced  to  a  term  of  imprisonment.  He  underwent  some  portion  of 
the  penalty  of  the  law  until,  his  extravagances  rendered  it  necessary  to 
transfer  his  safe  keeping  from  the  County  Prison  to  the  County  Lunatic 
Asylum.  In  the  fourth  year  of  Thorn's  confinement,  namely,  in  August, 
1837,  his  father  and  mother-in-law  presented  themselves  to  lord  John 
Bussell,  the  Home  Secretary,  who  was  residing  at  Endsleigh  in  Devonshire, 
to  express  their  deep  distress  at  the  continued  confinement  of  their  son ; 
stating  that  they  had  been  told  by  his  keepers  that  there  was  no  danger 
likely  to  arise  from  his  liberation ;  promising  that  the  utmost  care  should  be 
taken  of  him  by  themselves ;  and  affirming  that  he  had  sufficient  property  to 

*  See  "  Annaaire  Historiqne*'  for  1838,  p.  487. — This  most  extraordinary  episode  in  the 
history  of  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Qaeen  Victoria  appearing  to  ns  as  something  more 
impoi-tant  than  a  mere  outbreak  of  local  fanaticism,  we  thought  it  our  daty  to  ascertain  by 
personal  inquiry  if  any  elucidation  of  these  OTents  could  be  obtained  from  witnesses  still  linng 
in  the  district  where  they  occurred. 

t  Hansard,  vol.  zliiL^ls.  1108,  1112. 
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pay  for  any  expense  attending  upon  such  care.*  Upon  these  assurances  lord 
John  Busselly  in  his  official  capacity,  took  measures  for  obtaining  Thorn's 
release ;  and  having  recommended  that  a  pardon  should  be  granted  in  the  case 
of  the  prisoner,  which  was  equivalent  to  an  order  for  his  discharge,  he  was 
taken  away  from  the  asylum  in  October  by  some  person  not  accustomed  to 
the  treatment  of  lunatics.  The  visiting  justices  had  not  opposed  this 
discharge.  During  the  winter  of  1837,  and  the  spring  of  1838,  the  unfortu- 
nate man,  who  had  been  described  by  the  medical  superintendent  of  the 
asylum  simply  as  a  lunatic  fancying  himself  a  knight,  and  having  a  right  to 
an  estate  and  to  a  castle,  was  living  in  farmhouses  and  cottages  in  a  rural 
district  between  Canterbury  and  Paversham,  and  there  acquired  a  most 
extraordinary  influence  over  the  deluded  people  amongst  whom  he  dwelt. 
From  the  subsequent  parliamentary  proceedings  connected  with  this  case,  it 
appeared  that  Thom  had  been  engaged  in  extensive  mercantile  transactions 
in  Cornwall ;  had  left  Truro  for  Liverpool  in  May,  1832,  for  the  purpose  of 
selling  a  quantity  of  malt ;  and  after  having  written  a  sane  and  a^ectionate 
letter  to  his  wife,  had  never  returned  to  his  home  with  the  money  derived 
from  this  sale,  and  had  passed  entirely  out  ef  the  notice  of  his  family  whilst 
he  was  pursuing  the  high  destinies  of  sir  William  Courtenay. 

On  the  pleasant  high  road  to  London,  about  six  miles  from  Canterbury,  is 
the  village  of  Boughton-under-Blean.  On  the  right  of  the  road  before 
reaching  Boughton  is  an  extensive  wood  called  Bosenden.  The  parish  of 
Heme  Hill  on  the  north  adjoins  Boughton,  as  does  Dnnkirkville,  a  populous 
non-parochial  place,  on  the  south.  Boughton  Church  is  a  mile  from  the 
village.  The  hamlets  of  G-oodnestone,  G-raveney,  and  Selling  lie  at  short 
distances  around.  I^o  district  can  present  a  more  thoroughly  English 
character  of  quiet  beauty.  Broad  meadows,  rich  corn  and  clover  lands, 
hawthorn  hedges  bursting  into  blossom,  scattered  cottages  with  pretty 
gardens,  farmhouses  with  apple  and  cherry  orchards — the  scene  altogether, 
such  as  we  beheld  it  on  a  morning  of  May,  seemed  of  all  others  the  most  ill- 
suited  for  such  a  tragedy  as  had  been  here  witnessed  on  a  similar  May  morn- 
ing. The  winter  of  1837-8  was  one  of  extraordinary  severity.  The  spring  . 
was  cold  and  raw.  The  price  of  wheat  was  steadily  rising.  The  labourers 
were  suffering  through  the  inclement  season,  and  both  farmers  and  labourers 
were  complaining  of  the  operation  of  the  new  Poor  Law  which  compelled  the 
employer  to  pay  wages  to  his  labourers  instead  of  sending  them  to  the  poor- 
rates,  and  which  refused  relief  to  the  able-bodied  except  under  the  workhouse 
test.  Sir  William  Courtenay,  as  he  was  still  called,  went  about  amongst  the 
discontented  o^  both  classes,  to  proclaim  himself  a  great  social  Beformer. 
He  told  the  labourers  that  all  laws  were  made  for  their  oppression,  and  that 
their  greatest  enemy  was  the  new  Poor  Law.  He  told  the  farmers  that  they 
were  oppressed  by  their  landlords,  and  that  the  time  would  come  when  they 
should  live  upon  the  land  without  paying  rent.  On  such  matters  his  haran- 
gues on  the  village-green,  or  around  the  blacksmith's  shop,  were  not  essen- 
tially different  from  what  Mr.  Fielden  the  member  for  Oldham,  and  his 
friends  Mr.  Peargus  O'Connor  and  the  Bev.  J.  B.  Stephens  were  telling  the 
people  at  Manchester  at  this  very  time,  calling  upon  them  to  shed  the  last 

*  Lord  John  EoBseirs  Statement,  Hansard,  toL  zliiL  ool.  1099. 
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drop  of  their  blood  rather  than  submit  to  that  law  of  devils  which  had  filled 
the  country  with  Poor  Law  Bastilles,  which  were  intended  to  be  a  chain  of 
barracks  to  be  garrisoned  by  the  military  and  by  BusselPs  Bural  Police.* 
But  Courtenay  had  far  more  powerful  means  of  arousing  the  ignorant  than 
those  possessed  by  the  common  demagogues  who  afflicted  the  land  in  tire  first 
decade  of  the  reign  of  Victoria.  He  told  them  that  not  only  was  his  worldly 
rank  so  great  that  he  was  to  sit  on  her  Majesty's  right  hand  on  the  approach- 
ing day  of  the  coronation,  but  that  he  was  really  the  Messiah ;  that  no  harm 
could  befal  him  whatever  force  came  forth  against  him  ;  that  if  he  anointed 
them  with  oil  and  gave  them  the  sacrament  no  bullet  could  touch  them  ;  but 
that  if  they  disobeyed  his  commands  he  should  rain  fire  and  brimstone  upon 
them  and  then  call  them  to  judgment.  At  the  entrance  of  Boughton  village 
there  is  a  little  public-house,  the  Woodman's  Hall.  In  a  room  of  that  house 
the  frantic  imposfcor  used  to  perform  his  impious  rites.  The  old  landlord, 
with  whom  we  conversed,  did  not  like  to  acknowledge  bis  share  in  this 
fanaticism,  but  he  was  not  unwilling  to  speak  of  the  tall  and  stout  man 
whom  he  had  heard  preach  of  a  Sunday  afternoon — "  Oh !  he  was  a  fine  man, 
and  talked  so  grand."  It  was  Monday  morning  the  28th  of  May  when  the 
landlord  of  the  Woodman's  Hall  saw  Courtenay  coming  over  the  fields  from 
Eairbrook,  a  yeoman's  house  where  he  was  harboured.  There  were  many 
people  with  Mm  whom  he  compelled  to  go  on,  as  he  threatened  to  shoot  them 
if  they  hung  back,  for  he  had  two  pistols  in  his  hand.  Away  they  went,  and 
four  days  after  the  old  publican  had  heard  him  preach  that  he  was  the 
Messiah,  he  saw  him  lying  dead  in  Bosenden  Wood  with  many  others  who 
fell  with  him.     "  Ah  ;  it  was  a  sad  job." 

At  the  head  of  a  large  troop  of  willing  or  terrified  followers,  about  a 
hundred  in  number,  Courtenay  sallied  forth  from  Boughton  on  that  morning 
of  the  28th  of  May,  with  a  flag  of  white  and  blue  and  the  device  of  a 
rampant  lion.  A  broken  loaf  was  also  carried*  upon  a  pole.  They  marched 
by  one  of  the  pretty  byroads  to  Goodnestone  near  Faversham.  Here 
some  of  the  multitude  attempted  the  old  and  ready  process  of  redressing 
their* wrongs  by  putting  a  lighted  match  to  a  bean-stack ;  but  lo,  it  would 
not  bum ;  and  this  was  a  miracle  wrought  by  the  power  of  him  they  wor- 
shipped. To  Heme  Hill  they  next  proceeded ;  where  Courtenay  required 
that  his  people  should  be  fed,  and  without  delay  their  wants  were  supplied. 
Sometimes  praying  with  the  fanatics  on  their  knees, — occasionally  performing 
some  piece  of  imposture,  such  as  firing  at  a  star  to  bring  it  down, — he  led 
them  into  Bosenden  Wood.  The  night  was  coming  on,  and  before  the  people 
dispersed  he  said  they  should  have  music  from  heaven  to  attest  his  mission. 
There  was  method  in  his  madness,  for  there  was  a  confederate  up  a  tree  with 
la  flute.  Supper  was  given  them  at  a  farmhouse,  and  they  slept  in  the  barns. 
An  intelligent  tradesman  of  middle  age  who  lives  in  Boughton  parish,  on  the 
road  to  Heme  Hill,  described  to  us  the  movements  of  Courtenay  and  his 
followers  on  that  day.  He  knew  most  of  those  who  believed  in  him  and 
were  amongst  his  train.  They  were  not  all  ignorant  labourers.  There  were 
small  farmers  amongst  them,  with  some  of  whom  Courtenay  had  been  living, 
going  about  from  house  to  house.    They  not  only  had  confidence  in  his  divine 

•  "Spectator,"  June  9,  1888. 
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miasioD,  but  were  assured  that  every  man  should  have  an  estate  in  land,  and 
should  enjoy  plenty,  as  well  as  eternal  happiness.  Many  of  the  more  decent 
people  who  followed  him  were  at  the  present  time  ashamed  to  speak  of  it. 
There  was  one  who  was  now  an  office-bearer  in  a  Wesleyan  congregation 
who  would  speak  frankly  of  the  circumstances,  and  acknowledge  the  folly  of 
which  he  had  been  guilty.  But  the  greater  number  of  the  rabble  were 
horribly  ignorant.  They  could  not  well  be  otherwise.  At  Dunkirk,  with  a 
large  population,  there  was  then  no  church  and  no  clergyman.  There  were  no 
National  or  Lancasterian  schools  for  the  children  in  any  of  the  villages. 
The  people  were  utterly  neglected  by  their  rich  and  educated  neighbours. 
The  Wesleyans  had  their  meetings  in  cottages,  but  they  had  then  no  chapel. 
The  statements  of  this  sensible  tailor  of  Boughton  were  perfectly  in  accord- 
ance with  the  details  of  the  education  of  this  district  presented  by  Mr. 
Wyse  in  parliament  in  1839.  Out  of  fifty-one  families  at  Heme  Hill  there 
were  forty-five  persons  above  the  age  of  fourteen,  of  which  number  only 
eleven  could  read  and  write.  Forty-two  out  of  a  hundred  and  seventeen 
children  were  at  school,  but  they  learnt  little,  and  those  who  had  left  school 
jind  could  once  read  the  New  Testament  could  not  do  so  now.  The  Sunday 
schools  were  inefficient,  as  the  children  could  never  be  brought  to  connect 
what  they  learned  with  their  practice  in  life.  In  the  viile  of  Dunkirk  there 
were  a  hundred  and  thirteen  children,  of  whom  only  ten  could  read  and 
write,  thirteen  could  do  so  a  little,  and  the  remainder  not  at  all.  Of  a 
hundred  and  nineteen  children  in  Boughton,  thirty-two  attended  the  Sunday 
school,  but  only  seven  went  to  a  school  where  writing  was  taught.  *  All 
with  whom  we  conversed  were  strongly  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the 
occurrences  which  they  deplored  were  wholly  attributable  to  the  neglect  of 
education,  and  to  the  indifierence  of  the  superior  classes  to  the  welfare  of 
their  poorer  neighbours.  Out  of  evil  comes  good,  said  an  honest  wheel- 
wright of  Selling.  After  the  outbreak  the  Dunkirk  gentry  built  a  church. 
The  Boughton  people  were  ashamed  of  what  Dunkirk  people  did,  and  built  a 
National  school.  Clergy  and  Dissenters  bestirred  themselves,  and  church, 
chapel,  and  schools  in  a  few  years  rose  up  and  flourished. 

With  the  dawn  of  the  29th  of  May  the  fanatics  were  on  their  march  from 
Bosenden  Wood.  Along  the  great  road  they  tramped  for  ten  miles  till  they 
reached  Sittingboume — along  that  road  where  the  fields  on  each  side  looked 
like  one  garden  to  the  foreigner  who  travelled  from  Dover — along  that  road 
which  exhibited  such  beauty  to  the  eyes  of  a  sanguinary  republican  in 
1792  that  he  exclaimed,  "  Oh,  what  a  pity,  what  a  pity,  if  they  set  about  to 
revolutionize  this  fine  country."  t  If  the  ignorant  enthusiasts  who  followed 
an  impious  madman  along  that  road  in  1838  had  gathered  in  any  formidable 
numbers,  there  might  have  been  scenes  even  worse  than  the  days  of  "terror  in 
France, — scenes  that  would  have  revived  the  memories  of  the  Anabaptists  of 
Munster.  John  Thorn  and  John  Matthias  present  a  remarkable  parallel  in 
their  fates.    The  baker  who  made  himself  master  of  Munster,  and  calling 


*  Hansard,  yoI.  xlviii.  col.  538.  These  statistics,  quoted  by  Mr.  Wyse,  were  ftunisbed  firom 
a  Report  made  to  tbe  Geutral  Society  of  Education  on  the  State  of  the  Peasantry  at  Boughton, 
Heme  Hill,  and  the  Ville  of  Dunkirk,  near  Canterbury,  by  F.  Liardet>  Esq.,  publuhed  in  1888. 
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himself  its  king,  nndertook  with  thirty  followers  to  disperse  a  military  foree 
which  came  against  him,  perished  with  all  aroond  him  at  the  first  onset  with 
regular  soldiery.  The  factor  of  Truro,  who  styled  himself  king  of  Kent» 
stood  up  to  do  battle  with  a  detachment  of  the  45th  Foot  regiment,  who  had 
seen  a  hundred  fights,  and  he  and  eight  of  his  wretched  disciples  fell  at  the 
first  volley.  The  circumstances  of  the  catastrophe  may  be  shortly  told. 
iFrom  Sittingbourne  the  rabble  marched  during  two  days  through  a  circle  of 
villages  on  the  south  of  the  great  road — Newnham,  Eastling,  Throwley, 
Sheldwich,  Lees,  Selling.  The  leader  prayed  and  preached — ^promised  and 
denounced — ^the  peasants  knelt — they  obtained  food  at  yeomen's  houses — 
they  gathered  more  and  more  in  numbers — farm-labourers  quitted  their  field- 
work — ^women  threw  down  their  hoes  and  left  the  beans  unweeded.  The 
third  night  closed  upon  this  mad  march  as  they  once  more  entered  Bosenden 
Wood,  and  lay  down  in  bams  or  under  the  leafy  canopies  of  that  spring- 
time. On  Thursday  morning  the  81st,  three  men  appeared  in  the  camp  to 
search  for  a  farmer's  labourer  who  had  been  seduced  from  liis  employment 
to  follow  a  man  who  promised  that  all  should  have  plenty  without  work.  One 
of  these,  a  constable,  bore  a  warrant  to  arrest  the  servant  who  had  offended 
against  the  law.  Thom  took  as  effectual  a  method  to  resist  intruders  as  did 
his  great  predecessor  Cade  when  he  hanged  the  clerk  of  Chatham — ^Thom 
instantly  shot  the  constable.  Drawing  his  sword,  he  hacked  the  body  of  his 
victim,  and  cried  out  to  the  people,  "  Now,  am  I  not  your  Saviour  P"  Two 
of  the  fanatics  then  knelt  at  his  feet.  One  of  them,  who  still  lives  to  repent 
his  folly  as  he  quickly  repented  it  for  a  year  in  Maidstone  gaol,  was  asked 
by  Thom  whether  he  would  follow  him  in  the  body,  or  go  home  and  follow 
him  in  heart ;  upon  which  he  sprang  to  his  feet  and  exclaimed,  "  Oh  be 
joyful — ^the  Saviour  has  accepted  me — Go,  go  on — till  I  drop  I'll  follow  thee." 
The  murder  of  Mears^  the  constable,  caused  a  messenger  to  be  sent  to  Canter* 
bury  for  military  aid.  A  party  of  a  hundred  men  immediately  marched  in 
two  divisions.  One  division  under  major  Armstrong  proceeded  into  the 
centre  of  the  thick  wood,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  road.  Here  a 
party  of  fifty  or  sixty  men  made  their  appearance,  led  on  by  one  who 
answered  the  description  of  the  person  called  Courtenay.  Lieutenant  Bexmett, 
with  his  section  of  the  soldiers,  advanced  towards  these  men,  one  of  whom 
carried  a  white  flag.  The  lieutenant  and  the  leader  of  the  fanatics  each 
advanced  till  they  were  within  two  rods  of  each  other.  Courtenay  com- 
menced Tunniug ;  jumped  over  the  trunk  of  a  tree ;  there  was  a  shot ;  and 
lieutenant  Bennett  fell.  The  soldiers  screamed  with  horror;  there  was  a 
rush  upon  them  with  bludgeons  by  the  frantic  rabble,  led  on  by  Courtenay ; 
another  man  was  shot  by  them ;  the  command  was  given  to  the  soldiers  to 
fire ;  Cotfftenay  and  eight  others  of  the  rioters  were  killed ;  several  were 
severely  wounded.  Those  who  did  not  fly  in  time  were  apprehended,  and 
were  subsequently  tried.  Three  were  sentenced  to  death,  which  was  commuted 
for  transportation  ;  and  six  others  were  imprisoned  for  a  year.  The  wretched 
cause  of  this  bloodshed  and  misery,  at  once  madman  and  impostor,  was  buried 
in  the  churchyard  of  Heme  Hill.  Not  a  stone  marks  where  he  lies  under 
the  green  turf.  But  years  passed  over  before  the  peasants  ceased  to  visit  that 
grave,  firmly  believing  that  his  coming  to  life  again  would  take  place,  although 
the  promise  he  had  given  to  the  poor  woman  who  Uved  in  the  farm  in  the 
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wood  that  if  he  were  killed,  aud  she  poured  water  on  his  face,  he  would 
iuwuredly  re?]'ve,  was  not  fulfilled. 

Three  hundred  years  before  these  events  there  was  a  display  of  fanaticism 
^f  a  Terj  different  nature  at  Adlington,  in  Kent,  not  twenty  miles  from 
Bosenden  Wood.  Elizabeth  Barton  belonged  to  an  age  "  when  the  pre- 
tensions to  miraculous  powers,  which  still  lingered  round  the  shrines  of  a 
thousand  saints  and  martyrs,  imposed  to  some  extent  upon  the  clearest 
understandings."  *  The  statute,  by  which  she  and  five  others  were  attainted, 
states  that  she  deluded  by  her  false  revelations  a  great  multitude  of  the 
king's  subjects  "inclined  to  newfangleness."  The  followers  of  John  Thorn 
were  also  inclined  to  newfangleness ;  but  their  fanaticism  was  not  connected 
with  the  superstitions  of  a  perishing  faith  or  the  devices  of  a  cunning 
priesthood.  It  was  the  ignorance  that  had  no  foundation  of  religious  belief 
or  secular  knowledge ;  the  ignorance  that  had  not  been  reached  by  the  divine 
or  the  schoolmaster ;  the  ignorance  which  was  a  reproach  to  the  nation,  and 
especially  discreditable  to  the  richly  endowed  Church  under  whose  proudest 
seat  of  Christian  instruction  such  a  state  of  society  had  grown  up.  Although 
forming  an  exceptional  illustration  of  the  degrees  in  which  knowledge  had 
advanced  during  the  nineteenth  century,  these  events  are  yet  suggestive  of 
liow  much  was  required  to  be  done  before  England  should  arrive  at  the  state 
ef  social  improvement  which  marks  the  greatest  diffefenoe  between  the  first 
year,  and  the  twenty*fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Victoria. 

When  the  Parliament  was  opened  by  the  Queen  on  the  5th  of  February, 
1839,  a  passage  in  the  Boyal  Speech  had  reference  to  a  state  of  domestic  affairs 
which  presented  an  unhappy  contrast  to  the  universal  loyalty  which  marked 
the  period  of  the  Coronation.  Her  Majesty  said :  "  I  have  observed  with 
pain  the  persevering  efforts  which  have  been  made  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
to  excite  my  subjects  to  disobedience  and  resistance  to  the  law,  and  to  recom- 
mend dangerous  and  illegal  practices."  Chartism,  which  for  ten  subsequent 
years  occasionally  agitated  the  country,  had  then  begun  to  take  root.  On  the 
previous  12th  of  December  a  proclamation  had  been  issued  against  illegal 
Chartist  assemblies,  several  of  which  had  been  held,  says  the  proclamation, 
'*  after  sunset  by  torch-light."  The  persons  attending  these  meetings  v^ere 
armed  with  guns  and  pikes ;  and  demagogues,  such  as  Feargua  OTonuor  and' 
the  Bev.  Mr.  Stephens  at  Bury,  addressed  the  people  in  the  most  inflammatory 
language.  The  existence  of  Chartism  was  a  painful  and  almost  an  appalling 
fact,  of  far  deeper  significance  than  the  discontents  of  ignorant  masses  of  the 
manufacturing  population  stirred  up  by  unscrupulous  leaders.  Thinking  men 
felt  that  there  was  something  rotten  in  the  composition  of  society — a  gan- 
grene that  must  be  removed  before  the  body  politic  could  be  sound  and 
healthful.  The  state  of  the  labouring  cla9ses  was  the  subject  of  anxious 
solicitude,  in  their  want  of  employment  or  their  low  wages,  partly  arising  out  of 
the  great  changes  produced  by  scientific  applications  to  industry,  at  a  time, 
when  an  unsound  commercial  and  fiscal  policy  forbade  the  developments  of  skill, 
under  the  influence  of  increasing  capital,  to  be  a  general  blessing.  The  evils  of 
unrestricted  competition,  in  its  operation  upon  a  superabundant  population 
4)f  artizans  and  factory  workmen,  were  then  very  slightiy  mitigated  by  any 

•  Anfe,  vol.  ii.  p.  356.  r^    '         T 
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considerate  feelings  of  the  employer  for  the  employed.  There  was  no  sym* 
paihy, — there  was  in  most  parts  a  jealous  antagonism, — ^between  the  twoclasses. 
Dr.  Arnold  wrote  to  a  friend  in  1839,  '*  Men  do  not  think  of  the  fearful  state 
in  which  we  are  living.  If  they  could  once  be  brought  to  notice  and  to  appre- 
ciate the  evil,  I  should  not  even  yet  despair  that  the  remedy  may  be  found 
and  applied ;  even  though  it  is  the  solution  of  the  most  difficiUt  problem  ever 
yet  proposed  to  man's  wisdom,  and  the  greatest  triumph  over  selfishness  ever 
yet  required  of  his  virtue."  *  It  was  seen,  however  imperfectly,  at  that 
period,  what  a  resource  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  possessed  against  the 
evils  of  over  population, — ^against  the  terrible  competition  for  a  bit  of  potato 
ground,  or  for  a  hand-loom,  or  for  a  seat  in  a  tailor's  pestilent  garret — in  all 
which  forms  of  unprofitable  labour  there  was  the  sweat  of  the  brow  but  not 
the  earning  of  the  bread.  These  sufferings  were  taking  place  "  in  a  world 
where  Canadian  forests  stand  unfelled,  boundless  plains  and  prairies  unbroken 
with  the  plough ;  on  the  west  and  on  the  east,  green  desert  spaces  never  yet 
made  white  with  com ;  and  to  the  over-crowded  little  western  nook  of 
Europe,  our  Terrestrial  Planet,  nine-tenths  of  it  yet  vacant  or  tenanted  by 
nomades,  is  still  crying.  Come  and  till  me,  come  and  reap  me!"t  The 
eloquent  expounder  of  the  miseries  of  that  unhappy  time  has  a  hopeful  pro* 
phecy  of  a  better  future :  ''  Is  it  not  as  if  this  swelling,  simmering,  never 
resting  Europe  of  ours  stood,  once  more,  on  the  Yerge  of  an  expansion  without 
parallel ;  struggling,  struggling  like  a  mighty  tree  again  about  to  burst  in  the 
embrace  of  summer,  and  shoot  forth  broad  frondent  boughs  which  would  fill 
the  whole  earth  ?  A  disease ;  .but  the  noblest  of  ali, — ^as  of  her  who  is  in 
pain  and  sore  travail,  but  travails  that  she  may  be  a  mother,  and  say,  Behold, 
there  is  a  new  Man  bom  I  "  {  It  was  not  only  the  benevolent  schoolmaster 
and  the  philosophic  man  of  letters  who  were  perplexed  by  the  condition  of 
the  working-classes.  M.  Ouizot  records  that  in  his  first  intercourse  with  sir 
Bobert  Peel  in  1840,  what  stmck  him  most  of  all  was  sir  Bobert's  constant 
and  earnest  solicitude  with  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes  in 
England.  **  There  is,"  he  often  said,  **  too  much  suffering  and  too  much  per- 
plexity in  the  condition  of  the  working  classes ;  it  is  a  disgrace  as  well  as  a 
danger  to  our  civilization ;  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  render  their  condition 
less  hard  and  less  precarious.  We  cannot  do  everything,  far  from  it ;  but  we 
can  do  something,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  do  all  that  we  can."  §  Was  sir 
Bobert  Peel  then  thinking  that  the  time  might  come  when  he  should  '*  leave 
a  name  sometimes  remembered  with  expressions  of  goodwill  in  the  abodes  of 
those  whose  lot  it  is  to  labour,  and  to  earn  their  daily  bread  by  the  sweat  of 
their  brow,  when  they  shall  recruit  their  exhausted  strength  with  abundant 
and  untaxed  food,  the  sweeter  because  it  is  no  longer  leavened  with  a  sense  of 
injustice?"  II 

The  document  called  '*  The  People's  Charter,"  which  was  embodied  in  the 
form  of  a  Bill  in  1888,  comprised  six  points — universal  suffrage,  excluding, 
however,  women;  division  of   the  United  Kingdom  into  equal  electoral 

•  "  Life,"  Tol.  ii.  p.  164. 

+  Ctrljle— "  Cbartism,"  p.  Ill 

$ /frui.,  pp.  112,  113. 

8  Guizoi— <*  Memoirs  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,*'  p.  88. 

I  Sir  B.  Petl*i  Speeoh  on  the  rem^nation  of  Mmiateis,  Jane  29,  ISifll 
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districts ;  Yote  by  ballot ;  annual  parliaments ;  no  property  qualification  for 
members;  and  a  payment  to  every  member  for  his  legiblative  services. 
These  principles  so  quickly  recommended  themselves  to  the  working  classes, 
that  in  the  session  of  1839  the  number  of  signatures  to  a  petition  presented 
to  Parliament  was  upwards  of  a  million  and  a  quarter.  The  middle  classes 
almost  universally  looked  with  extreme  jealousy  and  apprehension  upon  any 
attempt  for  an  extension  of  the  franchise.  The  upper  classes  for  the  most 
part  regarded  the  proceedings  of  the  Chartists  with  a  contempt  which  scarcely 
concealed  their  fears.  This  large  section  of  the  working  population  very  soon 
became  divided  into  what  were  called  phyaicaUforce  Chartists  and  moral-force 
Chartists.  As  a  natural  consequence,  the  principles  and  acts  of  the  physical* 
force  Chartists  disgusted  every  supporter  of  order  and  of  the  rights  of  pro- 
perty, and  left  the  whole  educated  community  very  unwilling  to  sanction  any 
measure  which  would  rectify  the  anomaly  of  which  many  sound-hearted  and 
right-thinking  working  men  complained, — ^that  the  Beform  Bill  of  1832  had 
set  up  an  invidious  and  irrationdi  barrier  against  the  claim  of  the  artizan  to 
the  rights  of  citizenship ;  and  had  settled  the  question  as  to  who  was  qualified 
to  choose  a  representative  in  Parliament  by  the  arbitrary  and  varying  test  of 
occupying  a  tenement  at  an  annual  rent  of  Ten  Pounds.  There  were  many 
of  the  best  men  amongst  a  class  rapidly  growing  into  the  ability  to  judge 
temperately  and  honestly  on  all  political  questions  who  deeply  felt  this 
exclusion ;  and  they  resented  it  the  more  when  they  were  confounded  with 
the  physical-force  slaves  of  the  brutal  demagogues  that  disturbed  England  in 
1839. 

At  the  opening  of  Parliament  it  was  stated  in  the  Queen's  Speech  that  in 
the  West  Indies  the  period  fixed  by  law  for  the  final  and  complete  emancipa- 
tion of  the  negroes  had  been  anticipated  by  Acts  of  the  Colonial  legislatures; 
and  that  the  transition  from  the  temporary  system  of  appreuticesliip  to  entire 
freedom  had  taken  place  without  any  disturbance  of  public  order  aud  tran- 
quillity. But  although  the  emancipation  had  taken  place  without  any  excesses 
on  the  part  of  those  who  had  now  become  free  men,  responsible  only  to  the 
laws,  the  planters  in  Jamaica  were  in  a  state  of  moody  discontent  at  the 
altered  relations  between  the  capitalist  and  the  labourer,  and  they  testified 
their  displeasure  by  opposition,  often  frivolous  and  always  stubborn,  to  the 
desire  of  the  Imperial  government  to  protect  the  negroes  from  cruelties  and 
oppressions.  Local  legislation  came  to  a  stand.  Lord  Melbourne  and  his 
colleagues  determined  to  adopt  a  strong  measure,  by  proposing  to  Parliament 
a  suspension  of  the  Constitution  of  Jamaica  for  five  years,  during  which  period 
the  affairs  of  the  colony  would  be  administered  by  a  provisional  government. 
A  motion  to  this  effect  was  brought  forward  on  the  9th  of  April  by  Mr. 
Labouchere.  It  was  a  great  occasion  for  a  trial  of  the  strength  of  parties. 
Counsel  were  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Commons  against  the  bill,  and 
it  was  not  till  the  6th  of  May  that  the  parliamentary  discussions  on  this 
subject  were  brought  to  a  close  by  a  division  in  which  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  voted  with  the  ministry,  and  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  against  them. 
This  slender  majority  showed  upon  how  frail  a  foundation  rested  the  tenure 
of  office  by  the  Melbourne  ministry.  On  the  7th  of  May  lord  John  Bussell 
announced  the  resignation  of  ministers  upon  the  ground  of  not  having  such 
support  and.sucb  .confidence,  in  the  House  pf  Commons. as  would  enable  them 
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efiSciently  to  carry  on  the  public  business.  Upon  the  resignation  of  her 
servants  the  Queen  had  consulted  the  duke  of  "Wellington,  who  recommended 
that  Isir  Bobert  Peel  should  be  sent  for.  The  attempt  to  form  a  new  admini- 
stration failed,  and  lord  Melbourne  and  his  colleagues  returned  to  power  in 
a  week.  On  the  13th  sir  Kobert  Peel,  having  received  her  Mnjestj's  permis- 
sion to  explain  the  circumstances  under  which  he  had  relinquished  the  attempt 
to  form  an  administration,  made  that  explanation  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  Queen's  most  ingenuous  truthfulness  was  conspicuous  in  these  nego- 
tiations. Her  Majesty  at  once  asked  sir  Kobert  Peel  whether  he  was  willing 
to  undertake  the  duty  of  forming  an  administration,  at  the  same  time  telling 
him  that  it  was  with  great  regret  that  she  parted  with  the  administration 
which  had  just  resigned.  The  next  day  sir  Bobert  submitted  to  her  Majesty 
the  names  of  those  he  proposed  to  associate  with  him.  No  objection  was 
raised  as  to  the  persons  who  were  to  compose  the  ministry  or  to  the  principles 
on  which  it  was  to  be  conducted.  But  a  difficulty  suggested  itself  to  the 
minds  of  sir  Bobert  and  his  friends.  He  again  waited  upon  the  Queen  to 
state  to  her  Majesty  the  necessity  of  making  some  change  in  the  appointment 
of  ladies  to  fill  the  great  offices  of  her  household.  Her  Majesty  consulted 
her  ministers,  and  on  the  lOth  wrote  the  following  note :  "  The  Queen,  having 
considered  the  proposal  made  to  her  yesterday  by  sir  Bobert  Peel,  to  remove 
the  Ladies  of  her  Bedchamber,  cannot  consent  to  adopt  a  course  which  she 
conceives  to  be  contrary  to  usage,  and  which  is  repugnant  to  her  feelings." 
Sir  Bobert,  it  seems,  took  an  especial  objection  that  the  wife  of  lord  Nor- 
manby.  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  the  sister  of  lord  Morpeth,  the  Chief 
Secretary,  were  in  the  closest  attendance  upon  the  Queen.  He  and  his  party 
had  wholly  disapproved  the  policy  of  conciliation  which  was  advocated  by  the 
Irish  administration,  and  they  thus  objected  to  the  continued  position  about 
the  royal  person  of  the  marchioness  of  Normanby  and  the  duchess  of  Sutherland. 
Upon  the  abstract  constitutional  question  it  is  now  generally  felt  that  sir 
Bobert  Peel  was  right.  Immediately  after  he  had  declared  his  inability  to 
form  an  Administration  unless  the  Ladies  of  the  Bedchatiiber  were  removed, 
the  ministry  recorded  their  opinion  in  a  Cabinet  minute  that  they  held  it 
"  reasonable  that  the  great  offices  of  the  Court,  and  situations  in  the  house- 
hold held  by  members  of  Parliament,  should  be  included  in  the  political 
arrangements  made  in  a  change  of  the  Administration  ;  but  they  are  not  of 
opinion  that  a  similar  principle  should  be  applied  or  extended  to  the  offices 
held  by  ladies  in  her  Majesty's  household.'*  The  Cabinet  had  precedents  to 
support  their  view.  Lady  Sunderland  and  lady  Bialton  had  remained  in  the 
bedchamber  of  Queen  Anne  for  a  year  and  a  half  after  the  dismissal  of  their 
husbands  from  office,  and  it  was  the  uniform  practice  that  the  ladies  of  the 
household  of  every  queen  consort  should  be  retained  on  changes  of 
administration,  notwithstanding  their  relationship  to  men  engaged  in 
political  life. 

The  discussions  in  and  out  of  Parliament  which  arose  upon  this  question 
were  protracted  and  violent.  The  people  generally  were  inclined  to  think 
that  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  treat  the  Queen  with  harshness  by 
removing  from  her  presence  ladies  who  had  become  her  persrmal  friends — 
ladies  exemplary  in  their  private  lives,  and  whose  accomplishments  shed  a 
grace  overUie  Court  of  a  female  Sovereign.    Meetings  were  held  in  various 
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parts  of  tbe  country  to  express  approbation  of  ber  Majesty's  conduct. 
These  were  no  doubt  to  some  extent  meetings  influenced  by  political  con- 
siderations ;  but  the  sentiments  there  expreflsed  were  consonant  with  the 
general  opinion  that  the  Queen  was  worthy  of  the  most  respectful  sympathy 
with  her  actions  and  feelings.  It  is  painful  to  relate  that  from  this  period 
was  manifested,  on  the  part  of  some  who,  disdaining  the  name  of  Conserva*- 
tives,  dung  to  the  extremest  Tory  opinions,  a  virulence  that  did  not  even 
exempt  from  their  personal  attacks  the  conduct  and  character  of  the  Sovereign. 
To  those  of  the  present  day  who  have  not  traced  the  course  of  politics  in  the 
early  part  of  the  Queen*s  reign  it  would  seem  impossible  to  believe  that  a 
member  of  Parliament,  at  a  public  dinner  at  Canterbury,  should  have 
designated  the  Sovereign  who  has  secured  to  an  unparalleled  extent 
the  love  and  veneration  of  her  subjects,  as  one  who  thought  that  if 
the  monarchy  lasted  her  time  it  was  enough ;  that  this  party  firebrand 
should  have  been  cheered  when  he  talked  of  the  abdication  of  James  the 
Second  as  a  precedent  not  to  be  forgotten.  It  would  seem  impossible  to 
imagine  that  the  colonel  and  officers  of  a  regiment  should  have  brought 
•themselves  under  the  censure  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  for  having  sat  at  a 
Conservative  dinner,  at  Ashton-under-Lyne,  to  listen  to  '^  expressious  moat 
insulting  and  disrespectful  towards  the  Queen.'**  Mr.  Macaulay, — who,  in 
May,  1839,  had  been  returned  as  member  for  Edinburgh,  upon  the  elevation  of 
Mr.  Abercromby  to  the  peerage,  when  he  retired  from  the  office  of  Speaker, — 
thus  expressed  himself  on  the  first  night  of  the  Session  in  1840,  in  burning 
words  that  must  have  been  bitterer  to  some  than  the  contempt  of  good  and 
quiet  subjects :  "  A  change  has  come  over  the  spirit  of  a  part,  I  hope  not  the 
larger  part,  of  the  Tory  body.  It  was  once  the  glory  of  the  Tories  that, 
through  all  changes  of  fortune,  they  were  animated  by  a  steady  and  fervent 
loyalty  which  made  even  error  respectable,  and  gave  to  what  might  otherwise 
have  been  called  servility  something  of  the  manliness  and  nobleness  of  free- 
dom. A  great  Tory  poet,  whose  eminent  services  to  the  cause  of  monarchy 
had  been  ill  requited  by  an  ungrateful  Court,  boasted  that 
'  Loyalty  is  ■till  tbe  flame, 

Whether  it  win  or  luse  the  game  ; 

Tme  as  tbe  dial  to  tbe  san, 

Although  it  be  not  shined  upon.* 

Toryism  has  now  changed  its  character.  We  have  lived  to  see  a  monster  of 
a  faction  made  up  of  the  worst  parts  of  the  Cavalier  and  the  worst  parts  of  the 
Soundhead.  We  have  lived  to  see  a  race  of  disloyal  Tories.  We  have  lived 
to  aee  Tories  giving  themselves  the  airs  of  those  insolent  pikemenwho  puffed 
out  their  tobacco-smoke  in  the  face  of  Charles  the  First.  We  have  lived  to 
see  Tories  who,  because  they  were  not  allowed  to  grind  the  people  after  the 
fashion  of  Strafford,  turn  round  and  revile  the  Sovereign  in  the  style  of  Hugh 
Peters.  I  say,  therefore,  that,  while  the  leader  is  still  what  he  was  eleven 
years  ago,  when  his  moderation  alienated  his  intemperate  followers,  his 
followers  are  more  intemperate  than  ever."  t 

Let  us  contemplate  this  violence  of  the  fierce  and  unscrupulous  partizans 
who  professed  to  serve  under  the  leadership  of  sir  Eobert  Feel,  but  who 

*  See  Annual  Register  (tben  a  vebide  of  Gonserrative  politics),  1839,  pp.  811,  812. 
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were  most  indignant  that  his  great  measure  of  Catholic  Emancipation  was 
attended  with  some  practical  results — let  us  view  these  Tory  agitators  going 
about  the  country  proclaiming  that  the  Poor  Laws  were  a  system  of 
wholesale  murder,  that  children  were  tortured  in  factories  for  the  amusement 
of  the  mill-owners,  and  that  the  Corn-laws  were  the  only  restraint  upon  the 
power  of  the  manufacturers  to  oppress  their  work-people — and  then  let  us 
ask  ourselves  how  the  country  could  have  been  full  of  this  madness  and  folly 
without  inducing  the  physical-force  Chartists  to  belieye  that  their  time  for 
action  was  at  hand.  The  first  serious  demonstration  of  this  revolutionary 
•  spirit  was  made  at  Birmingham  in  a  series  of  outbreaks  and  contests  between  . 
the  police,  the  military,  and  the  mob,  which  lasted  from  the  4th  to  the  15th 
of  July.  There  were  smashing  of  windows  and  street-lamps ;  bonfires 
made  of  goods  pillaged  from  warehouses ;  houses  burnt  down.  The  commu- 
nity of  this  thriving  seat  of  manufactures,  where  workmen  had  ample  wages 
and  could  afford  to  be  Ten-pound  householders,  was  kept  in  terror  till  the 
riots  were  put  down  by  the  necessary  employment  of  the  military  under 
judicious  regulation.  There  were  the  same  demonstrations  at  Sheffield,  with 
the  disposition  too  common  in  that  place  to  think  lightly  of  secret  murder.^ 
The  most  violent  outbreak  took  place  later  in  the  year.  At  Newport,  in 
Monmouthshire,  there  was  a  magistrate  of  the  borough,  named  John  Frost, 
who  in  the  previous  February  had  used  violent  language  at  a  public  meeting 
at  Pontypool.  Lord  John  Bussell  was  greatly  blamed  for  treating  this 
insolent  demagogue  with  some  leniency,  and  for  not  at  once  removing  him 
from  his  position  as  a  magistrate.  In  a  few  months,  however,  he  earned  his 
degradation  by  new  violence.  During  the  summer  and  autumn  he  was 
organizing  an  insurrection  in  the  country  near  Newport,  where  there  was  a 
large  population  engaged  in  labours  connected  with  the  mineral  wealth  of 
the  district.  The  Attorney-General,  on  the  trial  for  high  treason  in  which 
this  Chartist  organization  ended,  described  the  country  as,  in  a  great  degree, 
wild  and  mountainous,  abounding  in  every  part  with  mines  of  coal  and  iron, 
of  late  years  worked  to  a  considerable  extent.  In  a  district,  he  said,  where, 
fifty  years  before,  there  were  scarcely  any  inhabitants,  save  the  scattered  huts 
of  a  few  shepherds  and  mountaineers,  there  was  then  a  dense  population, 
amounting  to  upwards  of  forty  thousand.  Those  who  know  the  wonderful 
country  from  which  the  TJsk  and  the  TaflT,  assisted  by  railroads  running  into 
the  hearts  of  the  mountains,  bring  their  rich  freights  to  Newport  and  Cardiff, 
will  comprehend  how  those  towns  alone  now  comprise  more  than  fifty 
thousand  inhabitants.  It  was  arranged  by  the  insurgents  that  on  the  night 
of  Sunday  the  3rd  of  November,  three  divisions  from  various  points  were  to 
march  upon  Newport  and  take  possession  of  the  town  while  the  inhabitants 
were  asleep.  The  weather  was  such  as  to  prevent  the  completion  of  these 
arrangements.  The  divisions  from  Nant-y-G-lo  and  Pontypool  did  not  join 
their  leader  at  the  time  appointed,  but  after  waiting  till  daylight  he  marched 
into  the  town  with  ^ve  or  six  thousand  followers  about  ten  o'clock.  The 
mayor,  Mr.  Phillips,  was  very  imperfectly  prepared  for  resistance  to  this 
rabble,  who  came  into  the  town  five  abreast,  armed  with  guns,  bludgeons, 
pikes,  and  pickaxes.  Mr.  Phillips,  with  his  party  of  special  constables  and 
about  thirty  soldiers  had  taken  his  position  in  the  West  Gate  Inn,  which 
stands  in  the  market-place.    The  insurgents  moved  up  to  the  door  of  the  inn, 
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and  called  upon  those  wifchin  to  surrender.  The  demand  was  of  course  re- 
fused. A  voUej  from  the  street  was  then  discharged  against  the  bow-window 
of  the  room.  The  wooden  pillars  of  the  porch  still  show  hj  bullet-holes  the 
sort  of  conflict  that  here  took  place.  Almost  at  the  instant  of  the  first 
street  firing,  the  rioters  broke  open  the  door  of  the  inn  and  poured  into  the 
house.  There  would  have  been  a  massacre  of  the  civil  and  military  guardians 
of  the  peace,  had  not  the  officer  in  command  given  orders  to  fire,  as  the 
Chartists  were  rushing  down  the  passage.  A  volley  soon  put  to  flight  the 
terrified  assailants.  The  mayor  distinguished  himself  by  the  gallantry  which 
befits  an  English  gentleman.  He,  with  lieutenant  Gray  and  Serjeant  Daley, 
fearlessly  opened  each  one  of  the  three  shutters  of  the  window  that  looked 
upon  the  street.  A  shower  of  slugs  was  immediately  poured  in  upon  them, 
and  Mr.  Phillips  and  several  others  were  wounded ;  but  the  construction  of 
the  window  enabled  the  military  to  pour  a  raking  fire  upon  the  mob,  who 
soon  fled  in  all  directions.  The  soldiers  then  made  a  sortie  and  effectually 
•cleared  the  streets.  Frost  and  two  other  of  the  leaders,  Zephaniah  Williams 
and  William  Jones,  were  quickly  apprehended.  On  the  1st  of  January 
they  were  tried  at  Newport,  under  a  Special  Commission  before  that  able  and 
constitutional  judge,  sir  Nicholas  Tindal.  They  were  each  found  guilty  of 
high  treason,  and  received  the  capital  sentence,  which  was  finally  commuted 
to  transportation  for  life.  Within  the  last  few  y^ars  the  chief  delinquent  has 
been  allowed  to  return.  Sir  Thomas  Phillips  was  knighted  by  her  Majesty, 
4ind  was  received  at  Court  with  signal  honour. 
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The  System  of  Penny  Postage  first  oomes  into  operation— Mr.  Rowland  Hill — Opposition  to  tW 
proposed  change — Postage  Stamps — Marriage  of  the  Qoeen  to  Prince  Albert  of  f^e. 
Coburg — Privilege  of  Parliament — ^Stockdale  v.  Hansai  d— Attempt  npon  the  Qaeen*s 
Life^ Prorogation — Affairs  of  the  Levant — Treaty  of  Alliance — Exclusion  of  France — 
-  Prince  Napoleon  lands  near  Boulogne  ^Failure  of  his  attempt  to  produce  an  insurrection — 
Differences  of  England  and  Prance  on  the  affairs  of  the  Kast — War  threatened — M.  Thiers 
and  lird  Palmerstoo — Naval  Saccesftes  against  Mebemet  AU — Interment  at  Paris  of  the 
remains  of  Napoleon — Session  of  Parliament — The  Anti-Corn  Law  League — Declarations 
of  the  Ministry  on  questionii  of  Free  Trade — L;eOatea  on  the  Sugar  Duties — Ministers 
defeated  on  the  question  of  tfie  Sugar  Duties— Meeting  of  New  Parliament — Amendment 
to  the  Address  carried — Resignation  of  Ministers. 

Oy  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  January,  1840,  the  people  of  the  United 
Kingdom  rose  in  the  possession  of  a  new  power — the  power  of  sending  hy 
the  post  a  letter  not  weighing  more  than  half  an  ounce  upon  the  prepayment  of 
one  penny,  and  this  without  any  regard  to  the  distance  which  the  letter  had 
to  travel.  •  At  this  time,  when  the  system  of  a  universal  penny  postage  has 
been  in  operation  two-and-twenty  years — when  the  numher  of  letters  trans- 
mitted by  the  post  has  increased  from  76  millions  in  1889  to  593  millions  in 
1861,  an  increase  of  680  per  cent. — it  is  more  interesting  to  look  back  upon 
the  difficulties  of  achieving  such  a  result  than  to  trace  the  gradual  success 
which  in  a  few  years  put  an  end  to  all  opposition  to  a  system  so  pregnant 
with  national  advantage.  To  the  sagacity  and  the  perseverance  of  one  man, 
the  author  of  this  system,  the  high  praise  is  due,  not  so  much  that  he 
triumphed  over  the  petty  jt^alousies  and  selfish  fears  of  the  post-office  autho- 
rities, but  that'  he  established  his  own  convictions  against  the  doubts  of  some 
of  the  ablest  and  most  conscientious  leaders  of  public  opinion.  The  govern- 
ment adopted  his  views  reluctantly,  strengthened  in  their  hesitation  by  such 
ft  clear-headed  supporter  of  the  government  as  Sydney  Smith.  Temperate 
opposers  of  the  government,  such  as  the  duke  of  Wellington  and  sir  Bobert 
Peel,  saw  great  danger  and  little  good  in  the  project.  Mr.  Eowland  Hill  in 
1837  public»hed  his  plan  of  a  cheap  and  uniform  postage.  A  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  was  appointed  in  1837,  which  continued  its  inquiries 
throughout  the  session  of  1838,  and  arrived  at  the  conviction  that  *Uhe  mode 
recommended  of  charging  and  collecting  postage,  in  a  pamphlet  published  by 
Mr.  Bowland  Hill,'*  was  feasible,  and  deserving  of  a  trial  under  legiblative 

•  Ante,  p.  390. 
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sanction.  The  Committee  examined  a  great  number  of  mercantile  and  other 
authorities,  the  questioDs  aud  answers  coutained  in  their  Beport  amounting 
to  nearlj  twelve  thousand.  There  were  necessarily  strong  differences  of 
opinion  amongst  the  witnesses,  many  even  of  the  most  favourable  to  a  re- 
duction to  a  uniform  rate  considering  that  a  penny  pontage  was  too  low. 
Lord  Ashburton,  although  an  advocate  of  Post-office  Bt^form,  held  that  the 
reduction  to  a  penny  would  wholly  destroy  the  revenue.  Lord  Lowther,  the 
Postmaster-General,  thought  twopence  the  smallest  rate  that  would  cover  the 
expenses.  Colonel  Maberly,  the  secretary  to  the  post  office,  considered  Mr. 
Hill's  plan  a  most  preposterous  one,  and  maintained  that  if  the  rates  were  to 
be  reduced  to  a  penny,  the  revenue  would  not  recover  itself  for  forty  or  fifty 
years.  The  Committee,  after  a  long  struggle  between  its  members,  negatived 
both  a  penny  and  a  three-halfpenny  rate  as  inadequate,  and  finally  recom- 
mended the  adoption  of  a  twopenny  rate.  Public  opinion,  however,  had 
been  brought  so  strongly  to  bear  in  favour  of  a  penny  rate,  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Spring  Bice,  on  the  5ih  of  July,  1839,  proposed 
a  resolution,  *'  that  it  is  expedient  to  reduce  the  postage  on  letters  to  one 
uniform  rate  of  a  penny  postage,  according  to  a  certain  amount  of  weight  to 
be  determined — that  the  parliamentary  privilege  of  franking  should  be 
abolished,  and  that  official  franking  be  strictly  limited — the  House  pledging 
itself  to  make  good  any  deficiency  that  may  occur  in  the  revenue  from  such 
reduction  of  the  postage."  A  Bill  was  accordingly  pas^sed  to  this  effect  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  its  operation  being*  limited  in  its  duration  to  one 
year,  and  the  Treasury  retaining  the  power  of  fixing  the  rates  at  first, 
although  the  ultimate  reduction  was  to  be  to  one  penny.  This  experimental 
measure  reduced  all  rates  above  fourpence  to  that  sum,  leaving  those  below 
fourpence  unaltered.  With  this  complication  of  charge  the  experiment  could 
not  have  a  fair  trial,  and  accordingly  on  the  lOch  of  January,  1840,  the 
uniform  half-ounce  rate  became  by  order  of  the  Treasury  one  penny.  The 
final  accomplishment  of  this  great  reform  presented  a  signal  example  of 
the  force  of  public  opiuion  when  brought  to  bear  upon  a  subject  uncon- 
nected with  party  feelings,  and  the  demonstration  of  whose  necessity  had 
been  established  not  by  passionate  appeals  for  public  support  and  sympathy, 
but  by  patient  investigation  and  conclusive  reasoning.  This  was  the  high 
merit  of  the  man  who  conceived  the  scheme  of  Post-office  Beform  ;  and  the 
manifest  earnestness  of  his  character,  and  the  invincibility  of  his  logic,  mainly 
conduced  to  establish  those  convictions  in  the  public  mind  which  eventually 
settled  all  doubts.  Lord  Melbourne,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  assigned  as  a  conclusive  answer  to  the  question,  how  he  could  venture 
to  tamper  with  so  large  a  sum  as  that  derivable  from  the  Post-office  revenue, 
that  *'  there  was  such  a  general  demand  from  all  classes  of  the  community  for 
a  measure  of  this  nature,  that  it  was  a  very  diffictlt  matter  to  withstand 
it."*  In  1840  the  number  of  letters  sent  through  the  post  had  more  than 
doubled,  and  the  legislature  had  little  hesitation  in  making  the  Act  of 
1839  permanent,  instead  of  its  duration  being  limited  to  the  year  which 
would  expire  in  October.  A  stamped  envelope,  printed  upon  a  peculiar 
paper,  and  bearing  an  elaborate  design,  was  originally  chosen  as  the  mode  of 
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rendering  prepayment  convenient  to  the  sender  of  ^  letter.  A  eirapler  plan 
«oon  superseded  this  attempt  to  enlist  the  Fine  Arts  in  a  plain  business  opera- 
tion. The  plan  of  prepaying  letters  by  affixing  a  stamp  bearing  the  head 
of  the  ruler  of  the  cpuotry,  came  into  use  here  in  May,  1840.  The  habit  of 
prepayment  by  postage  stamps  has  now  become  so  universal  throughout  the 
world,  that  in  1861  the  system  was  established  in  eighty  different  countries 
or  colonies;  and  there  were  between  six  and  seven  hundred  varieties  of 
stamp  known  to  the  post-office  authorities.  Even  in  the  Sandwich  Islands 
the  Postage  Stamp  was  in  use.* 

On  the  16th  of  January  Parliament  was  opened  by  the  Queen  in  person. 
The  first  paragraph  of  her  Majesty^s  speech  contained  an  announcement 
which  had  been  previously  made  to  the  Privy  Council.  "  Since  you  were 
last  assembled,  I  have  declared  my  intention  of  allying  myself  in  marriage 
with  the  Prince  Albert  of  Saxe  Coburg  and  Qotha.  I  humbly  implore  that 
the  Divine  blessing  may  prosper  this  union,  and  render  it  conducive  to  the 
interests  of  my  people  as  well  as  to  my  own  domestic  happiness,  and  it  will 
be  to  me  a  source  of  the  most  lively  satisfaction  to  find  the  resolution  I  have 
taken  approved  by  my  Parliament.**  The  preliminary  measures  of  the  legis- 
lature fbr  the  naturalization  of  prince  Albert,  and  for  granting  him  an 
annuity,  produced  some  discussion, — first,  upon  the  subject  of  precedence, 
and  next,  as  to  the  amount  of  the  annual  sum  to  be  granted.  The  one 
•question  was  settled  by  omitting  from  the  bill  of  naturalization  all  mention 
of  precedence ;  the  other  by  a  reduction  of  the  ministerial  proposition  of  an 
annuity  of  50,000/.  to  one  of  30,000/.  The  distresses  of  the  country  fuUj 
justified  the  decision  of  the  majority  who  supported  the  grant  of  a  smaller 
sum.  The  good,  sense  of  the  Queen  and  of  prince  Albert  prevented  the 
slightest  expression  of  discontent  at  the  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
which  was  carried  by  the  union  of  the  Conservative  party  with  those  general!/ 
classed  amongst  Badicals.  The  marriage  took  place  on  the  10th  of  February, 
and  it  was  welcomed  with  general  festivities  throughout  the  countiy.  There 
was  a  welcome  of  a  higher  kind  from  those  who  knew  something  of  the 
character  and  acquirements  of  the  young  prince ;  from  those  who  were  aware 
that  he  had  received  a  public  education  at  the  University  of  Bonn,  and  that 
his  abilities  were  as  conspicuous  as  his  total  freedom  from  all  desire  to  find 
^*  a  royal  road  to  learning."  But  the  people  generally  rejoiced  in  this  union 
because  it  was  understood  to  be  one  of  affection,  and  which  gave  that  earnest 
of  domestic  happiness  which  offered  a  solid  foundation  for  the  discharge  of 
public  duty.  The  modest  answer  of  prince  Albert  to  the  congratulatory 
vnessages  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  evidently  expressed  the  feelings  of 
one  who  was  careful  to  weigh  the  words  which  he  uttered.  To  the  marquis 
of  Lansdowne  and  other  peers  who  had  attended  upon  his  Boyal  Highness 
with  the  congratulation^  of  the  peers,  he  said,  *'  I  return  to  the  House  of 
Lords  my  warmest  thanks  for  the  message  which  you  have  now  delivered. 
I  learn  with  lively  satisfaction  their  approbation  of  the  choice  which  her 
Majesty  has  made,  and  it  will  be  the  study  of  my  life  to  justify  the  favour- 
able opinion  which  you  have  now  expressed.'* 

There  was  a  subject  which  occupied  the  attention  of  Parliament  during 


*  BeportofthePoBtmaster-Otfim!,  1862. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


2840.]  PRIVILEGE  OF  PARLIAMENT— STOCKDALE  v.  HANSARD.  427 

this  Session  wbicli  excited  considerable  public  interest  at  the  time,  but  Urbich 
must  be  dismissed  by  us  as  briefly  as  possible.  It  was  the  question  of  Friyi* 
lege  of  Parliament.  In  1837  the  privilege  of  the  House  of  Commons  came 
into  conflict  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Law  Courts.  There  had  been  similar 
conflicts  ia  earlier  times,  and  the  opinions  of  great  lawyers  were  by  no  means 
settled  as  to  the  powers  of  Courts  of  Law  in  matters  of  priyilege.  The  words 
of  the  Bill  of  Eights  would  appear  to  have  settled  that  '*  debater  and  pro« 
ceediugs  in  Parliament  ought  not  io  be  impeached  or  questioned  in  any  court 
or  place  out  of  Parliament.*'  But  since  the  Bevolution  there  had  been  several 
occasions' in  which  there  was  a  clashing  of  jurisdictions.  The  House  of 
Commons  was  probably  taken  by  surprise  when,  in  the  case  of  Stockdale 
against  Hansard, — which  was  an  action  for  libel  against  the  printer  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  contained  in  a  Beport  of  the  Inspector  of  Prisons,  pub- 
lished by  order  of  that  House, — Lord  Chief  Justice  Denman  declared  that  the 
fact  of  the  House  of  Commons  having  directed  Messrs.  Hansard  to  publish 
all  their  Parliamentary  Beports  was  no  justification  for  them,  or  for  any 
bookseller  who  publishes  a  Parliamentary  Beport  containing  a  libel  against 
any  man.  A  Committee  of  Parliament  was  then  appointed  to  inquire  into  this 
question.  The  Heuse  resolved  that  the  publication  of  its  Beports  was  essen- 
tial to  the  constitutional  functions  of  Parliament ;  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons has  a  sole  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  to  determine  upon  its  privileges ; 
and  that  for  any  Court  or  tribunal  to  assume  to  decide  upon  matters  of  pri- 
vilege inconsistent  with  the  determination  of  either  House,  is  a  breach  and 
contempt  of  the  privileges  of  Parliament.  Stockdale  was  defeated  upon  the 
first  trial.  He  commenced  a  second  action,  when  the  Queen's  Bench  again 
decided  against  the  privileges  of  the  House.  Upon  a  third  action,  which  was 
undefended,  Messrs.  Hansard  were  instructed  by  the  House  of  Commons  not 
to  plead ;  judgment  consequently  went  by  default ;  and  the  damages  were 
assessed  in  the  Sherifi^s  Court  at  six  hundred  pounds.  Then  ensued  a  contest 
between  the  House  and  the  Sheriffs.  As  in  all  cases  in  which  personal 
interests  are  held  to  be  arbitrarily  attacked,  the  sheriff's  had  a  large  amount  of 
public  sympathy  when  they,  as  well  as  Stockdale,  were  committed  to  the  cus- 
tody of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms.  The  sheriffs  were  kept  in  close  custody  for 
having  refused  to  obey  the  order  of  the  House  for  restoring  the  money  which 
they  had  levied  upon  Hansard,  holding  that  they  were  bound  by  their  duty 
to  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  to  refuse  their  obedience  to  the  order.  There 
were  other  actions  arising  out  of  these  vexatious  proceedings ;  but  the  main 
question  was  finally  settled  by  the  passing  of  an  Act,  which  received  the 
Boyal  Assent  on  the  14th  of  April,  1840,  by  which  proceedings,  criminal  or 
civil,  against  persons  for  publication  of  papers  printed  by  order  of  either 
House  of  Parliament,  were  to  be  stayed  by  the  Courts,  upon  delivery  of  a  cer- 
tificate and  affidavit  to  the  effect  that  such  publication  was  by  order  of  Par- 
liament. Mr.  May  has  very  clearly  stated  the  necessity  for  this  measure, 
which  was  one  of  compromise.  ''No  course  was  open  to  the  Commons 
befitting  their  high  jurisdiction  and  dignity,  by  which  the  obedience  of  courts 
and  plaintiffs  could  be  ensured :  their  power  of  commitment  was  at  once 
impotent  and  oppressive ;  yet  they  could  not  suffer  their  authority  to  be 
wholly  defied  and  contemned.  Hence  their  proceedings  were  inevitably 
marked  by  hesitation  and  inconsistency.    In  a  case  for  which  the^onstitu- 
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tion  bas  made  no  provision,  eyen  the  wisdom  of  sir  Bobert  Peel,  and  tbe  solid 
learning  of  Mr.  Serjeant  Wilde,  were  unequal  to  devise  expedients  less  open 
to  objection."* 

The  Hoases  of  Parliament  were  proceeding  in  due  course  in  the  discussion 
of  various  important  matters — such  as  a  rupture  with  China,  the  reform  of 
the  municipal  institutions  of  Ireland,  measures  for  further  carrying  into  effect 
the  Bcports  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  and  the  Corn  Laws— when 
they  were  startled  by  a  circumstance  which  produced  a  similar  amount  of 
alarm  and  indignation  throughout  the  kingdom.  As  the  Queen,  with  prince 
Albert,  was  riding  up  Constitution  Hill  in  an  open  carriage,  a  pistol  was  fired 
at  them,  and  in  about  half  a  minute  there  was  a  discharge  of  a  second  pistol. 
Neither  of  the  royal  couple  were  injured,  and  they  both  preserved  remarkable 
presence  of  mind.  Lord  John  Bussell,  in  moving  the  next  day  for  a  joiat 
address  with  the  House  of  Lords  to  congratulate  her  Majesty  on  her  escape, 
stated  that  the  Queen,  immediately  after  the  attempt,  proceeded  to  the  house 
of  her  mother  to  relieve  her  mind  under  the  anxiety  in  which  she  might  have 
been  thrown  by  exaggerated  reports ;  and  that  on  her  return  her  Majesty 
showed  herself  in  her  usual  manner  to  her  subjects,  affording  a  proof  at  once 
of  her  safety  and  of  the  kindness  and  fortitude  of  her  charaeter.f  The  youth, 
named  Oxford,  who  had  committed  this  atrocious  crime,  was  a  barman  at  a 
public-bouse.  He  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  on  the  9th  of  July.  Wit- 
nesses were  produced  to  prove  that  he  was  insane.  Dr.  Connolly  held  that 
he  was  of  unsound  mind.  Dr.  Chowne  considered  the  doing  a  criminal  act 
without  a  motive  was  a  proof  to  some  extent  of  an  unsound  mind — what  was 
called  moral  insanity.  Chief  Justice  Denman  cautioned  the  jury  against  the 
dangerous  doctrine  that  the  commission  of  a  great  crime  without  an  apparent 
motive  was  in  itself  proof  of  insanity.  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  has  written 
some  sensible  remarks  upon  the  acquittal  of  the  boy  Oxford  upon  the  ground 
of  moral  insanity.  We  give  these  remarks  of  an  eminent  physiologist, 
because  juries  are  too  often  embarrassed  by  opinions  and  arguments  which,  if 
taken  without  great  qualification,  would  have  the  effect  of  impairing  the  safer 
belief  that  every  person  not  absolutely  a  lunatic  is  responsible  for  his  actions : 
*'  It  seems  to  me  that  juries  have  not  unfrequently  been  misled  by  the  refine- 
ments of  medical  witnesses,  who,  having  adopted  the  theory  of  a  purely  moral 
insanity,  have  applied  that  term  to  cases  to  which  the  term  insanity  ought 
not  to  be  applied  at  all.  It  is  true,  that  the  difference  in  the  character  of 
individuals  may  frequently  be  traced  to  difference  in  their  organization,  and 
to  different  conditions  as  to  bodily  health ;  and  that,  therefore,  one  person 
has  more,  and  another  has  less,  difficulty  in  controlling  his  temper,  and  regu- 
lating his  conduct.  But  we  have  all  our  duties  to  perform,  and  one  ot  the 
most  important  of  these  is,  that  we  should  strive  against  whatever  evil  ten- 
dency there  may  be  in  us  arising  out  of  our  physical  constitution.  Even  if 
we  adroit  (which  I  do  not  admit  in  reality)  that  the  impulse  which  led  Oxford 
to  the  commiseion  of  his  crime  was  at  the  time  irresistible,  still  the  question 
remains,  whether,  when  the  notion  of  it  first  haunted  him,  he  might  not  have 
kept  it  under  his  control ;  and  thus  prevented  himself  from  passing  into  that 

*  «  ConstitQtioDAl  History/*  vol.  i.  p.  i54. 
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state  of  mind  which  was  beyond  his  control  afcerwards.  If  I  hare  been  rightly 
informed,  Oxford  was  himself  of  this  opinion;  as  he  said,  when  another 
attempt  had  been  made  to  take  away  the  life  of  the  Queen, '  that  if  he  himself 
had  been  hanged,  this  would  not  have  happened.'  * 

Parliament  was  prorogued  by  the  Queen  on  the  11th  of  August.  The 
Boyal  Speech  touched  upon  some  important  points  in  the  foreign  relations  of 
the  country.  Her  Majesty  congratulated  the  Parliament  upon  the  termina- 
tion of  the  civil  war  in  Spain,  the  objects  for  which  the  Quadruple  engage- 
ments of  1834  had  been  contracted  having  been  accomplished.  Differences 
with  the  government  of  Naples  had  been  put  into  a  train  of  adjustment  by 
the  mediation  of  France.  Her  Majesty  was  *'  engaged,  in  concert  with  the 
Emperor  of  Austria,  the  King  of  Prussia,  the  Emperor  of  Bussia,  and  the 
Sultan,  in  measures  intended  to  effect  the  permanent  pacification  of  the 
Levant,  to  maintain  the  integrity  and  independence  of  thg  Ottoman  empire, 
and  thereby  to  afford  additional  security  for  the  peace  of  Europe." 

The  events  which  had  rendered  the  intervention  of  the  European  powers 
necessary  for  the  pacification  of  the  Levant  were  these :  Mehemet  Ali,  the 
pasha  of  Egypt,  had  in  1831  invaded  Syria,  in  a  war  which  he  waged  against 
the  pasha  of  Damascus.  Egypt  and  Syria  were  both  integral  parts  of  the 
Ottoman  dominions,  and  Mehemet  Ali  was  bound  to  yield  obedience  to  the 
command  of  the  sultan.  He  refused  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  Syria ;  and 
in  1832  the  sultan  Mahmoud  and  his  powerful  viceroy  were  at  open  war.  The 
Turkish  government  was  saved  from  utter  ruin  by  the  aid  of  its  most  for- 
midable enemy,  Bussia.  But  the  victories  of  Mehemet  Ali  had  secured  for 
him  the  possession  of  Syria,  yet  only  as  a  vassal  of  the  Porte.  A  war 
between  the  sultan  and  his  viceroy  was  prevented  for  six  years  by  the 
mediation  of  England,  France,  and  Bussia.  But  in  1839  the  sultan  could  no 
longer  endure  the  ambition  of  his  great  vassal,  who  evidently  designed  to 
subject  all  Arabia  to  his  sway ;  and  Mahmoud  sent  an  army  across  the 
Euphrates  to  recover  Syria.  A  signal  victory  of  Mehemet  Ali  preceded  the 
death  of  Mahmoud  on  the  1st  of  July,  1839.  His  successor  Abd-ul- 
Mejid,  was  only  in  his  sixteenth  year.  The  pasha  of  Egypt  was  encouraged 
in  his  resistance  by  the  youth  and  apparent  weakness  of  the  new  sultan,  who 
was  surrounded  by  treacherous  officers.  The  influence  of  Mehemet  Ali  was 
BO  powerful  at  Constantinople  that  the  Capitan  Pasha  (High  Admiral)  took 
the  Turkish  fleet  through  the  Dardanelles  to  Alexandria  and  delivered  it  over 
to  the  sultan's  rebellious  viceroy.  The  strong  will  and  propitious  fortune  of 
Mehemet  Ali  seemed  to  threaten  the  dissolution  of  the  Turkish  empire.  The 
European  powers  tendered  their  mediation,  which  the  sultan  accepted.  Ho 
offered  Mehemet  Ali  the  hereditary  sovereignty  of  Egypt  instead  of  remaining 
a  vassal,  but  the  ambitious  pasha  required  to  have  Syria  as  well.  France, 
although  formally  bound  by  a  treaty  of  1839  to  act  in  co-operation  with 
England,  Bussia,  Austria,  and  Prussia,  had  her  own  policy  as  to  a  settlement 
of  the  Syrian  question,  and  declined  entering  into  the  views  of  the  other 
four  powers.  Lord  Palmerston  resolved  to  conclude  a  treaty  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Ottoman  empire  without  the  co-operation  of  France.    The 
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treaty  of  Alliance  to  which  allusion  was  made  in  the  Queen's  speech  was 
signed  at  London  on  the  16th  of  July,  1840. 

The  exclusion  of  Prance  from  the  European  alliance  was  yerj  nearly 
precipitating  us  into  a  war  with  the  government  of  Louis  Philippe. 
M.  Thiers,  then  President  of  the  Council,  evinced  no  desire  to  calm 
that  pa^ionate  agitation  which  burst  out  in  France  in  the  belief  that 
the  nation  had  been  insulted.  The  duke  of  Wellington,  with  his  usual 
strong  sense,  rightly  interpreted  the  disposition  of  the  people  and  of 
the  government  of  this  kingdom.  In  a  private  letter  of  the  5th  of 
October  he  thus  expressed  himself:  "  Qod  send  that  we  may  preserve  peace 
between  these  two  great  countries,  and  for  the  world !  I  am  certain  that 
there  is  no  desire  in  this  country  on  the  part  of  any  party,  I  may  almost  say 
of  any  influential  individual,  to  quarrel  with,  much  less  to  do  anything  offen- 
sive towards  France.  But,  if  we  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  going  to 
war,  you  will  witness  the  most  extraordinary  exertions  ever  made  by  this  or 
any  countiy,  in  order  to  carry  the  same  on  with  vigour,  however  undesirable 
we  may  think  it  to  enter  into  it."  *  Upon  the  conduct  of  lord  Palmerston, 
then  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  there  was  some  diversity  of 
opinion  at  home.  Even  members  of  the  Cabinet  were  not  wholly  in  accord 
with  his  policy,  and  many  of  the  public  held  that  he  was  rash  and  obstinate. 
His  policy  was  signally  triumphant.  Although  the  cry  of  the  Parisians  for  a 
few  months  was,  ''  Ouerre  aux  Anglais,*'  the  French  Qt>vemment  found  that 
their  country  was  not  in  a  condition  to  go  to  war,  and  that  the  popular  cry 
for  hostilities  had  some  association  with  revolutionary  tendencies.  After  the 
lapse  of  twenty-one  years,  M.  Guizot  has  published  his  Memoirs  of  that  stirring 
time,  when  he  was  ambassador  in  England.  His  intelligent  and  candid  revela- 
tions may  present  to  those  who  are  curious  to  trace  the  movements  and 
counter-movements  of  two  such  adroit  players  in  the  great  game  of  politics 
as  M.  Thiers  and  lord  Palmerston,  a  juster  view  of  the  causes  of  this  tem* 
porary  interruption  of  the  friendly  feeliugs  between  the  two  govemmentfi 
and  of  the  policy  of  the  British  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  than  they  could 
otherwise  derive  from  the  contemporary  expressions  of  opinion  either  in 
England  or  in  France. 

The  Eesolutions  of  the  four  powers  upon  which  the  treaty  of  the  15th  of 
July  was  founded  had  become  known  in  London  on  the  23rd.  At  the 
anniversary  of  the  28th  of  July,  when  sixty  thousand  men  were  under  arms 
in  Paris,  the  popular  desire  for  war  was  shown  in  the  most  marked  manner. 
M.  Guizot  was  perplexed  by  the  contrast  of  the  uneasiness  of  lord  Mel- 
bourne and  lord  John  Bussell  with  the  decided  language  of  lord  Palmerston. 
In  answer  to  the  ambassador's  despatches,  M.  Thiers  liad  only  one  word  to 
reply — "  tenezferme^^^  but  the  warlike  minister  invited  him  to  a  meeting 
with  the  king  and  himself  at  the  Ch&teau  d*Eu  on  the  7th  of  August. 
Guizot  left  London  for  this  interview  on  the  6th.  Whilst  he  was  crossing 
the  Channel  to  Calais  another  person  was  crossing  the  channel  to  Boulogne, 
to  be  the  hero  of  what  was  then  described  as  ^^  a  wild  attempt  to  excite  civil 


*  BAi1ces*8  "Private  Correspoodence  with  the  Bake  of  WellingtoD,*'  Jcc,  p.  15fi. 
t  Guizot— **H6iiu>hie8,"  tome  ▼.  p.  266. 
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war,  made  bj  a  maniac  of  the  Bonaparte  familj."  *  The  maniac  of  184iO 
became  the  emperor  of  1852. 

On  the  7th  of  July  the  French  frigate  la  Sella  !Poule^  commanded  hj 
the  prince  de  Joinville,  had  sailed  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  at  St.  Helena, 
and  transporting  to  France,  the  remains  of  the  emperor  Napoleon.  To  thi» 
somewhat  strange  request  of  the  government  of  Louis  Philippe  made  bj 
M.  Ouizot,  the  English  Cabinet  accorded  its  consent,  lord  Falmerston  giving 
a  courteous  reply  to  the  demand,  whilst  he  was  unable  to  conceal  a  passing 
smile.  At  this  time  prince  Louis  Napoleon  was  residing  at  Carlton 
Gardens,  in  London,  and  M.  Guizot  had  been  required  to  keep  an  eye  on 
his  movements.  The  ambassador  described  the  refugee  as  being  constantly 
in  the  park;  as  frequently  also  at  the  opera,  where  aides-de-camp  stood 
behind  him  in  his  box.  In  public  they  were  bragging  and  ostentatious. 
Their  private  life  was  idle  and  obscure.  In  spite  of  their  tall  talk  M.  G-uizot 
thought  there  was  little  of  reality  in  their  boastful  projects.  The  French 
Foreign  Office,  however,  believed  that  some  attempt  would  be  made  by  this 
party  of  Bonapartists,  although  their  action  would  be  confined  to  a  very 
narrow  circle. 

On  the  4th  of  August  a  steam  packet,  the  City  of  Edinburgh,  which 
had  been  hired  as  for  a  party  of  pleasure,  left  the  port  of  London,  bearing 
prince  Louis  Napoleon,  count  Montholon,  and  about  forty  officers  and 
attendants.  Arms  and  ammunition,  military  uniforms,  horses  and  carriages, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  specie,  had  been  previously  taken  on  board ;  with  a 
tame  eagle  that  the  prince  had  taught  to  feed  out  of  his  hand.  The  steam- 
packet  dropped  down  the  river ;  took  a  French  pilot  on  board  at  Oravesend ; 
and  made  for  the  French  coast,  where  it  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  5th« 
Between  two  and  three  miles  to  the  north  of  Boulogne  is  the  miserable 
village  of  Wimereuz,  around  which,  in  1803,  a  camp  was  formed  of  a  portion 
of  the  Grand  Army  for  the  invasion  of  England.  The  country  here  is  barren, 
aad  a  few  hovels  lie  between  the  sand  hills  on  the  shore.  Here,  at  the 
mouth  of  a  petty  stream,  Napoleon  caused  a  port  to  be  formed,  which  at  the 
end  of  six  months  was  capable  of  containing  a  hundred  and  seventy 
vessels.  It  is  now  choked  up  and  altogether  decayed.  Here,  then,  sur- 
rounded by  associations  with  the  memory  of  the  great  emperor — ^in  the 
harbour  which  his  army  had  dug  out  of  the  sands,  and  in  view  of  the  column 
which  they  had  raised  to  his  glory— the  nephew  landed  with  his  followers 
at  four  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  6th.  Those  of  military  rank  had 
exchanged  their  ordinary  dress  for  the  uniform  then  worn  by  French 
officers.  The  invading  band,  who  had  been  joined  from  Boulogne  by  a  young 
lieutenant  of  the  42nd,  named  Aladenise,  and  three  soldiers,  marched  towards 
the  town,  bearing  a  tri-coloured  flag  surmounted  by  an  eagle.  There  were 
few  persons  about  at  that  hour  except  two  or  three  officers  of  the  customs,  who 
were  compelled  to  march  with  them.  Upon  arriving  at  the  guard-house  in 
the  Place  d* Anton,  an  attempt  to  seduce  the  soldiers  failed,  and  the  party 
marched  to  the  Quai  de  la  Caserne.  The  barrack  there,  now  given  up  to 
peaceful  purposes  as  a  vast  storehouse,  was  occupied  by  the  42nd  regiment. 
The  officers  slept  out  of  the  barrack,  and  had  not  arrived  at  five  o'clock, 

•  "  Spectator,"  August  8. 
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vhen  lieutenant  Aladeuise  called  up  the  soldiers,  ordering  them  to  take 
their  arms,  and  march  with  the  nephew  of  the  emperor  to  Paris;  Louis 
Philippe,  h^  told  them,  had  ceased  to  reign.  The  proposed  march  was, 
however,  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  captain  Pujgelier  and  two  other 
officers.  To  the  spleudid  offers  that  were  made  to  the  captain  and  his 
companions  they  turned  a  deaf  ear.  The  captain  was  as  unmoved  by  the 
threats  of  some  of  his  men  as  hj  the  promises  of  the  adventurers.  To  the 
shouts  of  Vivd  U  Frince  Louis  he  replied  Five  le  Roi.  A  scuffle  ensued, 
when  a  shot  was  fired  from  a  pistol  which  Louis  Napoleon  had  in  his  hand, 
by  which  a  grenadier  was  wounded.  The  prince  was  not  absolutely  charged 
with  a  murderous  inteution  in  thus  discharging  his  pistol,  but  it  was  implied 
that  this  part  of  the  affair  was  an  accident,  or  at  least  uupremeditated. 
Immediately  after  this  the  barrack-yard  was  cleared  of  the  intruders,  and  they 
marched  to  the  Haute  Yille,  distributing  proclamations  and  throwing  about 
money.  They  fancied  they  could  seize  arms  in  the  old  ch&teau  for  the  purpose 
of  arming  the  population,  but  their  course  was  stopped  by  the  sub-prefect  of 
Boulogne,  who,  in  the  name  of  the  king,  commanded  them  to  disperse.  He 
was  answered  by  a  blow  on  the  head  with  the  eagle  which  one  of  the  officers 
carried.  They  tried  to  force  the  door  of  the  ch&teau.  During  this  time  the 
rappel  had  called  out  the  National  Guard,  who  marched  out  towards  Wime- 
reuz,  to  do  battle  with  a  large  force  which  they  were  told  had  landed  there. 
It  was  now  six  o'clock.  Failing  in  th6  attempt  to  force  the  ch&teau,  unsup- 
ported by  any  portion  of  the  population,  there  was  nothing  lefc  to  the  adven- 
turers but  flight  to  the  place  of  their  debarkation.  With  a  mad  movement  of 
defiance  they  marched  on  the  Calais  road,  and  then  stopped  at  the  Napoleon 
column,  instead  of  proceeding  over  the  hill  to  Wimereux.  The  first  stone  of 
the  column  had  been  laid  by  Marshal  Soult  in  1804.  Lefl  unfinished  under 
the  Empire,  it  had  been  proceeded  with  under  Louis  XVIII.,  ''as  a  monu- 
ment of  peace."  Louis  Philippe,  whose  doubtful  policy  was  to  revive  the 
national  appetite  for  glory  which  belonged  to  the  memory  of  Napoleon,  was 
in  1840  finishing  this  column.  But  the  statue  of  the  great  Emperor  by  which 
it  is  crowned  was  not  placed  tltere  till  1841.  The  prince  and  his  party  sur- 
rounded the  monument,  whilst  the  eagle-bearer  entered  the  column  to  plant 
the  standard  on  its  summit.  He  was  left  to  mount  the  dark  stairs  whilst  his 
leader  and  his  companions  made  a  hasty  retreat  before  the  large  force  that 
'was  now  coming  against  them.  The  soldiery,  commanded  by  captain 
Puygelier,  with  the  National  Guards  and  gendarmerie  under  the  orders  of 
the  sub-prefect  and  the  mayor,  rendered  resistance  vain.  Some  fled  into  the 
fields.  Louis  Napoleon  and  five  or  six  others  got  down  to  the  sands  to  the 
north  of  the  harbour.  The  prince  threw  himself  into  the  sea  and  swam  to 
a  little  boat.  The  National  Guard  fired  upon  the  fugitives,  of  whom  one  man 
was  killed  and  another  dangerously  wounded.  An  inhabitant  of  Boulogne, 
who  had  been  one  of  the  National  Guard  in  1840,  expressed  to  us  the  indig- 
nation which  he  felt  at  beholding  men  who  were  swimming  for  their  lives 
being  fired  upon  when  their  power  of  doing  mischief  was  at  an  end.  Louis 
Napoleon  swam  back  and  surrendered  himself.  He  was  taken  to  the  dun- 
geon of  the  ch&teau,  where  he  remained  two  days  before  being  conveyed  to 
Paris. 

The  trial  of  the  prince  and  of  nineteen  other  conspirators  took  place  on 
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the  6  til  of  October  before  the  Chamber  of  Peers.  Louis  Napoleon  maintained 
a  bold  front  upon  his  trial.  la  the  speech  which  he  addressed  to  his  judges 
he  said,  "  I  represent  before  you  a  principle,  a  cause,  a  defeat :  the  principle, 
it  is  the  sovereignty  of  the  people ;  the  cause,  that  of  the  empire  ;  the  defeat, 
Waterloo.  The  principle,  you  have  recognized ;  the  cause,  you  have  served ; 
the  defeat,  you  desire  to  avenge.*'  He  was  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for 
life ;  his  companions  to  various  terms  of  confinement.  The  prison  of  Louis 
Napoleon  was  the  fortress  of  Ham  in  the  department  of  Aisne.  The  six 
years  of  solitude  which  he  there  passed  were  not  unprofitably  employed  in 
study.  In  1846  be  escaped  in  the  dress  of  a  workman,  and  again  found  a 
refuge  in  England.  The  Paris  press  of  1840  teemed  with  denunciations 
against  the  ministers  of  Queen  Victoria,  maintaining  that  they  had  encouraged 
the  prince  in  his  project,  being  angry  with  the  government  of  Louis  Philippe. 
It  was  asserted  that  lord  Palmerston  had  made  a  visit  to  Louis  Napoleon,  or 
had  been  visited  by  him,  previous  to  his  departure.*  Lord  Palmerston  found 
it  necessary  to  assure,  upon  his  honour,  le  baron  de  Bourqueney,  who  repre- 
sented the  French  embassy  in  the  absence  of  M.  G-uizot,  that  neither  he  nor 
lord  Melbourne  had  seen  Louis  Napoleon  for  two  years,  nor  any  one  of  the 
adventurers  who  had  accompanied  him.* 

The  conferences  at  the  Ohl^teau  d*£u  were  soon  terminated.  The  king  of 
the  French  went  to  Boulogne  to  express  his  thanks  to  the  inhabitants  for 
their  loyalty  on  the  6th  of  August.  To  a  deputation  of  the  English  he  said 
that  affairs  between  France  and  England  were  taking  a  favourable  turn. 
M.  Ouizot  returned  to  England,  and  was  satisfied  by  the  cordiality  of  his 
reception  by  the  authorities  and  populace  of  Bamsgate  that  the  English 
people  bore  no  ill-will  towards  France.  Arrived  in  London  he  found  an 
invitation  from  the  queen  to  visit  her  at  Windsor,  where  he  met  the  king 
and  queen  of  the  Belgians,  lord  Melbourne,  and  lord  Palmerston.  With 
Leopold  he  had  many  confidential  discussions,  the  sagacious  king  manifesting 
the  strongest  desire  that  the  amicable  relations  between  England  and  France 
should  be  preserved.  M;  G-uizot  says  that  not  a  word  of  politics  passed 
between  him  and  lord  Palmerston  or  lord  Melbourne.  He  was  satisfied  that 
Leopold's  attempts  to  shake  the  resolution  of  the  Foreign  Secretary  had 
produced  no  effect,  that  the  situation  was  in  no  degree  changed,  and  that 
events  would  follow  the  obscure  course  indicated  by  the  treaty  of  the  15th  of 
July.  In  a  few  days  he  had  a  private  after-dinner  talk  with  lord  Palmerston . 
One  part  of  that  conversation  still  preserves  its  interest.  "  Is  it  true,  my 
lord,"  said  G-uizot,  "that  you  are  increasing  your  fleet  by  several  vessels  ?  " 
This  question  had  reference  to  the  Mediterranean  fleet.  "  Yes,'*  replied  lord 
Palmerston,  "  we  will  raise  it  to  sixteen  veasels, — you,  at  this  moment,  have 
raised  yours  to  eighteen.  Moreover,  you  have  five  new  ships  building,  which 
will  give  you  a  preponderance  which  we  cannot  accept."  f  Mr.  Cobden 
shows  that  in  1840-4il  the  accustomed  proportion  of  the  French  navy  to  ours 
underwent  a  great  and  sudden  derangement,  and  that  instead  of  being  content 


*  The  details  of  this  extraordlnftry  attempt  are  to  be  collected  from  the  proceedings  on  tlie 
trial  of  the  eoDspiratora,  giren  in  **AnDnaire  Hutoriqae,*'  1840,  p.  268  to  p.  291.  See  al&o 
Qnisot's  '*  H6moire8,"  tome  y.  p.  258  to  p.  264. 
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with  two-thirds  of  oar  force,  the  French  navj  approached  almost  to  an 
equality  with  our  own.*  M.  Thierd,  a  few  weeks  later,  contemplated  an 
increase  of  150,000  men  to  the  French  army,  making  a  total  of  639,000.t 
It  was  not  raised  to  this  height,  hut  it  was  greatly  increased.  The  duke  of 
Wellington,  at  the  beginning  of  1841,  wrote :  "  I  very  much  fear  the  conse- 
quences  of  these  large  armaments.  It  would  almost  appear  that  it  was  the 
interest  of  France  to  recommence  the  war  in  Europe."  J  One  consequence 
of  the  feeling  in  France  that  produced  these  armaments  was  the  interruption 
to  two  important  treaties  with  England.  M.  Guizot  on  the  2ud  of  Sep- 
tember wrote  to  W;.  Thiers:  **  If  you  conclude  at  the  same  time  with  Eng- 
land a  treaty  on  material  interests — the  treaty  of  commerce,  and  a  treaty 
on  a  great  moral  interest — the  abolition  of  the  slave-trade,  that  will  produce 
a  great  effect  and  a  good  effect  upon  the  English  public."  §  At  this  period 
Mr.  Porter,  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  had  been  sent  to  Paris  to  negociate  a 
commercial  treaty.  "  I  will  receive  Mr.  Porter  well,"  replied  M.  Thiers, 
"  but  it  is  a  serious  thing  to  consent  to  a  treaty  of  commerce  in  our  present 
situation.  Nevertheless  I  comprehend  the  inconveniences  of  a  refusal  .  ,  •  . 
I  must  hold  counsel  as  to  the  treaty  about  the  negroes.  I  dread  to  make 
treaty  upon  treaty  with  folks  who  have  done  ^o  ill  by  us."  ||  We  have 
heard  Mr.  Porter  say  that  one  morning  Thiers  dipped  his  pen  in  the  ink  to 
sign  the  treaty,  but  suddenly  said  that  he  would  wait  another  day.  When 
that  day  came  Mr.  Porter  had  been  ordered  to  proceed  no  further  in  the 
business.  He  believed  that  Thiers  was  sincere.  He  further  believed,  most 
unjustly,  that  lord  Palmerston  was  the  instrument  of  Bussia.  Mr.  Porter — 
one  of  the  most  honest  and  confiding  of  men — was  in  some  degree  under  the 
'  same  influence  as  many  other  persons  ordinarily  of  calm  judgment.  He  sur- 
rendered his  judgment  to  a  monomania  which  acquired  a  plausible  shape  in 
the  hands  of  a  man  of  great  talent  and  powers  of  persuasion,  who  talked  of 
"treason"  and  "Bussian  gold"  in  a  way  that  attracted  many  followers. 
These,  by  their  frantic  denunciations  of  lord  Palmerston  at  '*  ITrquhartite 
meetings,"  constrained  even  his  political  enemies  to  vindicate  his  personal 
honour.^  The  Foreign  Secretary  remained  unmoved  either  by  the  extrava- 
gances of  a  feeble  minority  in  England,  or  the  threatenings  of  a  war-majority 
in  France.     He  vindicated  his  policy  by  the  promptitude  of  his  acts. 

The  four  powers  had  determined  that  the  ports  of  Syria  and  Egypt  should 
be  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  blockade.  Our  Mediterranean  fleet. was  under 
the  command  of  sir  Bobert  Stopford,  and  his  second  in  command  was  Charles 
John  Napier.  Whilst  in  August  admiral  Stopford  was  blockading  the  port 
of  Alexander,  captain  Napier  was  blockading  Beyrout.  On  the  9th  of 
September'  admiral  Stopford  was  before  Beyrout  with  the  English  fleet  and 
a  few  Turkish  and  Austrian  vessels.  On  the  10th  the  bombardment  of  the 
town  and  fortress  commenced;  which  continued  till  the  16th,  when  the 
Egyptian  troops  abandoned  the  place.     Meanwhile  Napier,  who  had  landed 

*  "  The  Three  Panics,"  p.  5. 

t  Gaizot,  tomey.  p.  342. 

t  Raikcs's  **  Private  Correapondence,"  p.  218. 

§  Gaisot,  tome  v.  pp.  299,  800. 

11  Guizot,  tome  r.  pp.  '^99,  300. 

11  See  "  Quarterly  Review,"  vol.  Ixvi.  art  viii.        ^  t 
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with  5000  men,  had  routed  the  army  of  Ibrahim  Pasha,  and  had  taken  Saida 
hy  storm.  On  the  3rd  of  November  the  allied  squadron  commenced  hostili- 
ties agaiust  the  famous  fortress  of  St.  Jean  d' Acre,  which  was  considered  to  be 
almost  impregnable.  It  was  bombarded  through  that  day.  In  the  night  the 
Egyptian  troops  quitted  the  town,  and  it  Was  taken  possession  of  by  a  party 
of  Turks  and  Austrians.  The  bombardment  of  St;.  Jean  d*Acre  was  remark- 
able as  being  the  first  occasion  on  which  war-steamers  had  been  employed  in 
battle.  To  the  rapidity  of  movement  of  four  English  steamers,  which  enabled 
them  to  take  the  most  advantageous  positions,  it  was  in  some  degree  owing 
that  BO  strong  a  fortress  was  reduced  by  the  cannon  of  ships  of  war  in  so 
short  a  time,  and  with  scarcely  any  loss  to  the  aasailants.  When  the  thanks 
of  the  House  of  Lords  were  voted  to  admiral  sir  Eobert  Stopford  and  to 
commodore  sir  Charles  Napier,  the  duke  of  Wellington  stated  that  he  con- 
sidered the  achievement  of  St.  Jean  d*Acre  one  of  the  greatest  deeds  of 
modem  times.  He  thought  it  his  duty  on  this  occasion  to  warn  their  lord- 
ships that  they  must  not  always  expect  that  ships,  however  well  commanded, 
or  however  gallant  their  seamen  might  be,  were  capable  of  comiDonly  engaging 
successfully  with  stone-walls.*  The  decided  naval  successes  led  to  the  final 
submission  of  Mehemet  Ali.  The  British  government,  with  the  other  powers, 
had  recommended  that  if  he  yielded  in  a  reasonable  time ;  gave  up  posses- 
sion of  the  Turkish  fleet ;  and  evacuated  Syria,  Adana,  Candia,  and  the  Holy 
Cities,  he  should  be  reinstated  as  Pasha  of  Egypt,  and  have  an  hereditary 
tenure  of  his  pashalic.  On  the  2ad  of  December  he  accepted  the  terms 
proposed.    The  contest  was  at  an  end. 

Looking  at  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  the  15bh  of  July,  M.  Ouizot 
frankly  acknowledges  the  errors  of  the  policy  of  the  French  government.' 
**  We  had  attached  to  this  question  an  exaggerated  importance ;  we  had 
regarded  the  interests  of  France  in  the  Mediterranean  as  more  associated 
than  they  really  were  with  the  fortunes  of  Mehemet  Ali."  France  had,  he 
says,  believed  that  Mehemet  Ali  would  have  been  able  to  resist  all  the  efforts 
of  the  four  powers  united,  when  it  was  finally  shown  that  an  English  squadron 
would  be  sufficient  to  subdue  him.  Th^e  errors,  he  continues,  were  public, 
national,  everywhere  spread,  and  maintained  in  the  Chambers  as  well  as  in  the 
country,  in  the  opposition  as  well  as  in  the  government.  "  The  hour  of  dis- 
appointment was  come,  and  it  was  the  cabinet  over  which  M.  Thiers 
presided  which  had  to  bear  the  burthen."  f  Louis  Philippe  refused  his 
assent  to  the  warlike  speech  which  M.  Thiers  proposed  for  the  opening  of 
the  Chambers.  The  ministry  resigned,  and  Soult  and  Guizot  were  their 
successors. 

The  belligerent  spirit  which  had  been  called  forth  in  France  by  these 
differences  between  the  English  and  French  governments  were  not  likely  to 
subside  into  cordial  friendship  under  the  influence  of  a  pageant  which 
recalled  the  glories  and  the  humiliations  of  the  Empire.  Tlie  population  of 
Paris  had  the  gratification  of  a  magnificent  spectacle  on  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber, when  the  remains  of  Napoleon  were  interred  in  the  church  of  the 
Invalides.     The  procession  has  been  described  as  wearing  mora  of  a  tri- 

•  Hansard,  vol.  Ivi.  cil.  214. 
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umphant  than  a  funeral  air.  Long  caralcades  of  troops  were  succeeded  by  a 
few  mourning  coaches ;  Grenadiers  of  the  Old  G-uard  and  Mamelukes 
followed  the  splendid  car  on  which  was  placed  the  body.  Imperial  eagles 
veiled  with  crape  were  carried  by  eighty-six  non-commissioned  officers. 
Even  to  the  sword  and  the  hat  of  the  Emperor,  which  were  laid  upon  the 
coffin,  the  whole  solemnity  was  calculated  to  caU  up  remembrances  of  the 
past  which  were  not  favourable  to  the  security  of  the  reigning  family. 
There  was  no  tumult ;  but  there  were  demonstrations  of  popular  feeling 
which  showed  that  the  pacific  policy  of  the  king  and  of  his  new  ministry 
was  not  so  welcome  to  the  populace  as  M.  Thiers  and  war  with  Europe. 

The  public  interest  in  foreign  affairs  became  merged  in  the  more  imme- 
diate importance  of  the  discussions  upon  great  subjects  of  domestic  policy, 
which  signalized  the  Session  of  parliament  opened  by  the  queen  on  the 
26th  of  January,  1841.  This  Session  will  be  memorable,  n6t  more  for  the 
defeat  of  the  Whig  government  after  ten  years  of  power,  than  for  the  unex« 
pected  adoption  of  the  principles  of  free-trade  by  that  government,  after  a 
long  period  of  indecision,  if  not  of  hostility  to  any  vital  changes,  especially  in 
regard  to  the  Corn-Laws.  In  February,  1839,  Mr.  Yilliers  was  not  sup- 
ported by  the  members  of  the  Cabinet,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Poulett 
Thompson,  in  his  motion  that  evidence  should  be  taken  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  on  the  operation  of  the  Corn-Laws.  Lord  John  Eussell  had,  how- 
ever, declared  to  his  constituents  at  Stroud  that  the  time  had  come  for  a 
change  in  the  Corn-Laws,  which  he  considered  as  indefensible  in  principle. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Villiers  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  a  hundred  and 
eighty-one.  Between  the  Session  of  1839  and  that  of  1841  a  most  effective 
agitation  against  these  laws  had  been  carried  on  throughout  the  country. 
Associations  were  established  in  Manchester,  and  in  other  great  manufac- 
turing and  commercial  towns,  for  promoting  the  principles  of  Free  Trade ;  and 
their  scattered  efforts  were  effectually  combined  by  the  formation  of  the 
Anti-Com-Law  League.  This  name  was  adopted  by  a  convention  of  three 
hundred  delegates  assejnbled  in  London  at  the  opening  of  the  Session  of 
1839.  Large  sums  were  subscribed  for  the  purpose  of  circulating  tracts, 
and  for  engaging  lecturers  to  enlighten  public  opinion  upon  the  injurious 
operation  of  thb  Corn-Laws  and  other  laws  called  protective.  These  efforts 
produced  necessarily  strong  convictions  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  thinking 
part  of  the  community.  But  the  principle  of  abandoning  protection  for  agri- 
culture could  scarcely  be  expected  to  find  favour  with  any  large  ]>ortion  of 
landlords  and  cultivators,  who  believed  that  a  fall  in  prices  would  be  the  ruin 
of  their  property  and  the  bane  of  their  industry.  The  class  of  mechanics 
and  factory- workers  were  too  ready  to  believe  the  fallacy  proclaimed  in  )par- 
liament,  that  a  fall  in  the  price  of  food  would  inevitably  produce  a  lowering 
of  the  wages  of  labour.  The  Chartists  always  presented  .themselves  in  focce 
at  the  Anti-Qorn-Law  Meetings,  to  maintain  the  one  panacea  for  the  distress 
of  the  counti^ — universal  suffrage.  It  is  difficult  therefore  to  imagine  that 
when  Lord -John  Bussell,  on  the  7t;h  of  May,  1841,  announced  the  intention 
of  government  to  propose  a  fixed  duty  on  the  importation  of  foreign  com, 
instead  of  the  slidiug-scale  which  was  then  in  operation^  the  Cabinet  had  come 
to  this  resolve  solely  with  the  object  of  obtaining  some  popularity  that  might 
eventually  compensate  them  for  the  gradually  increasing  loss  of  their  strength 
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iQ  parliament.  The  popular  opiaiou  was  decideiUy  against  them.  The 
interests  that  would  be  aftected  bj  Free  Trade  were  too  deeply  rooted  in  old 
habits  and  traditions — the  benefits  were  too  remote— to  be  swajed  by  the 
'Convictions  of  believers  in  the  doctrine  that  legisUtion  ought  first  to  have 
regard  to  the  general  good — that  of  the  consumers*  Members  of  the  govern- 
ment were  necessarilj  open  to  the  charge  of  inconsistency.  Lord  Melbourne, 
on  the  8rd  of  May,  was  twitted  by  the  duke  of  Buckingham  that  in  the 
previous  year,  upon  the  motion  of  earl  Fitzwilliam  ''  that  it  is  expedient  to 
reconsider  the  laws  relating  to  the  importation  of  foreign  corn/'  lie  had 
opposed  the  motion,  believing  that  the  advantages  to  be  gained  by  the  change 
were  not  worth  the  evils  of  the  struggle.  Lord  Melbourne  answered  this  ' 
reproof  by  stating  that  the  wof  ds  which  he  u^ed  also  conveyed  his  opinion 
that  a  time  might  come,  and  circumstances  might  arise,  when  this  question 
must  be  taken  into  consideration.  Those  circumstances  had  arisen;  that 
time  in  his  opinion  had  now  come  when  it  was  found  necessary,  in  order  to 
meet  the  exigencies  of  the  country,  to  adopt  wide  and  extensive  financial 
measures.  Sir  Bobert  Peel,  in  Part  III.  of  his  Memoirs  relating  to  '*  Corn- 
Laws,  1845--46,*'  says  that  at  the  close  of  the  Session  of  1845  "  the  progress 
of  discussion  had  made  a  material  change  in  the  opinions  of  many  persons 
with  regard  to  the  policy  of  protection  to  domestic  agriculture,  and  the 
extent  to  which 'that  policy  should  be  carried."*  He  names  lord  John 
Bussell  and  lord  Melbourne  as  having  adopted,  as  well  as  himself,  the 
opinions  upon  this  subject  generally  prevadent  at  an  early  period  of  his  public 
life  among  men  of  all  parties.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  rather  unjust  not 
to  give  the  Whig  Cabinet  of  1841  some  credit  for  being  iufluenced  by  ''  the 
progress  of  discuBsion,"  instead  of  repeating  the  charge  commonly  made 
Against  them  of  having  rushed  into  free-trade  principles  "  to  make  a  bid  for 
popularity*'  when  the  agitation  of  the  League  had  produced  its  effect  upon 
public  opinion.  Little  effect  had  been  produced  in  1841.  What  lord  John 
Bussell  proposed  was  not  accepted  by  the  League,  which  in  point  of  fact 
repudiated  his  plan  of  a  fixed  duty,  demanding  an  absolute  freedom  from  all 
duty  upon  foreign  corn. 

The  "  wide  and  extensive  financial  m^»ures  "  to  which  lord  Melbourne 
alluded  on  the  3rd  of  May,  were  broVight  forward  in  propositions  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  his  budget,  to  raise  the  duty  on  colonial 
timber,  reducing  that  on  Baltic  timber ;  and  to  keep  the  existing  duty  on 
colonial  sugar,  lowering  the  duty  on  foreign  sugar.  These  propositions  were 
really  a  considerable  step  in  the  direction  of  Free  Trade.  The  proposal  in 
reference  to  the  sugar  duties  was  brought  forward  by  lord  John  Itussell  in  a 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  7th  of  May.  During  eight  nights 
was  this  proposal  debated  with  all  the  zeal  that  was  stimulated  by  the  fears 
of  West  India  merchants  and  Canadian  timber  merchants,  and  by  the  more 
influential  terrors  of  the  landed  interest.  All  saw  in  this  abandonment  of 
the  principle  of  protection  a  dismal  future  of  the  general  ruin  of  domestic 
industry.  It  was  expected,  moreover,  in  this  protracted  debate  that  the 
result  would  involve  the  fall  of  the  Whig  government,  which  had  prematurely 
and  rashly  espoused  the  Pree  Trade  doctrines.    A  necessary  consequence 

*  "  Memoirs  by  Sir  Robert  Peel,*'  toI.  ii.  p.  98. 
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would  be  tlie  restoration  to  power  of  tbe  ConBervative  partj,  wbo,  it  was 
supposed,  would  always  hold  to  tbe  principles  of  Protection,  wbicb  Toryism 
bad  never  willingly  relaxed  even  wben  under  tbe  pressure  of  tbe  economical 
doctrines  of  Cancing  and  Huskisson.  The  importance  of  these  debates  on 
the  sugar-duties  has  necessarily  in  a  great  measure  passed  away ;  but  it  is 
interesting  to  look  back  upon  tbe  opinions  maintained  by  two  of  tbe  most 
accomplished  debaters  of  that  day — sir  fiobert  Peel  and  lord  Palmerston. 
Sir  Bobert  Peel  maintained  that  if  the  principle  of  Free  Trade  announced  by 
the  government  was  that,  without  reference  to  any  other  consideration,  we 
should  go  to  the  cheapest  market,  he  could  not  concur  in  it.  "  In  a  country 
of  such  complicated  relations  as  this,  the  rigid  application  of  such  a  principle 
would  involve  us  in  inextricable  confusion."  Never,  on  the  other  band,  were 
Free  Trade  principles  more  ably  advocated  tlian  by  lord  Palmerston.  "  We 
intend  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  the  revenue  by  striking  a  blow  at  some  of 
tbe  great  monopolies  which  have  hitherto  retarded  the  prosperity  of  the 

country The  question  is,  whether  the  great  springs  of  our  national 

industry  shall  be  relieved  from  some  of  those  artificial  obstructions  wbicb 
have  hitherto  retarded  their  development,  or  whether  tbe  sources  of  our 
national  prosperity  shall,  for  the  benefit  of  private  interests  and  of  privileged 
classes,  continue  to  be  choked  up.  Tbe  question  is  between  Free  Trade  (and 
by  Free  Trade  I  mean  trade  open  to  competition)  on  the  one  side,  and 
monopoly  on  the  other.  The  question  is  between  reason  and  prejudice : 
between  the  interests  of  the  many  and  tbe  profits  of  the  few Pro- 
tection, in  the  sense  in  which  the  word  is  used  by  those  who  now  oppose  the 
plan  of  the  government,  is  a  tax  levied  upon  the  industry  and  skill  of  tbe 
mass  of  the  community  to  enable  a  few  to  remain  indolent  and  unskilful. 
Such  protection  is  not  only  erroneous  in  principle,  but,  after  all,  utterly 
useless  to  those  for  whose  particular  benefit  it  is  maintained.  Show  me  a 
trade  that  is  free,  by  which  I  mean,  open  to  fair  competition,  and  I  will  show 
you  a  trade  carried  on  with  intelligence,  enterprise,  and  success."  From  his 
own  official  experience  be  adduced  many  examples  that  ''Protection  is  a 
game  that  two  can  play  ^t."  He  showed  conclusively  that  it  was  impossible 
that  a  great  country  like  England  %ould  go  on  protecting,  as  it  was  called,  its 
various  interests,  and  that  other  countries  should  not  follow  its  example.  * 

In  his  reply,  which  concluded  the  last  night  of  the  debate,  lord  John 
Sussell  emphatically  asserted  tbe  principle  of  a  free  trade  in  com.  The 
noble  lord  the  member  for  North  Lancashire  (lord  Stanley)  ''bad  said,  that 
tbe  producer  of  corn  could  not  depend  upon  his  own  bkill  and  industry,  but 
must  rely  upon  the  sunshine  or  tbe  storm  for  the  abundance  or  scarcity  of 
bis  crop.  That  was  true  as  to  the  producer  of  a  particular  country ;  be  must 
depend  upon  a  higher  power.  But  the  same  power  that  directs  tbe  storm 
bad  given  a  remedy  for  any  local  disadvantage,  for  such  was  the  bounty  and 
benevolence  of  Providence,  that  if  in  one  country  there  was  a  bad  season 
and  a  deficient  crop,  another  was  blest  with  a  good  season  and  an  abundant 
harvest.  It  was  fortunately  in  the  power  of  man,  by  his  skill  and  ingenuity 
and  the  means  they  gave  of  traversing  the  ocean,  to  take  advantage  of  tbe 
beneficence  of  the  Creator.    If  that  intercourse  were  not  permitted  by  short* 


*  Hansard,  vol  Iviii.  ool.  655. 
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sightednesa  and  error,  do  not  let  it  be  said  that  it  was  to  the  iDfliction  of 
heaven  that  a  deficiency  of  food  was  to  be  attributed.  Let  the  blame  be  laid 
where  it  was  due.  Let  the  laws  be  blamed  which  defeated  the  magnificent 
scheme  bj  which  plenty  would  be  given  to  all  the  nations  of  the  world,  more 
or  less  depending  upon  each  other,  and  keeping  up  a  kindly  and  a  beneficial 
intercourse.  Let  the  laws  be  blamed  which  blasted  the  fair  prospects  of  a 
nation^  and  inflicted  the  curse  of  sterility,  barrenness,  and  scarcity  upon  a 
land  where  plenty  might  reign,  and  marred  the  gracious  designs  of  Pro- 
vidence by  unjust  legislation."  • 

Upon  the  question  of  the  Sugar  Duties  the  ministers  were  defeated  by  a 
vote  of  317  to  281.  With  this  majority  of  36  against  them  it  was  expected 
that  there  would  have  been  an  immediate  resignation.  The  notice  to  quit  did 
not  expel  the  tenants  of  Downing  Street.  On  the  27th  of  May  sir  Eobert 
Peel  moved,  '*  that  her  majesty's  ministers  do  not  sufficiently  possess  the  con* 
fidence  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  enable  them  to  carry  through  the  House 
measures  which  they  deem  of  essential  importance  to  the  public  welfare;  and 
that  their  continuance  in  office  under  such  circumstances  is  at  variance  with 
the  spirit  of  the  constitution."  This  Besolution  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  312 
to  311.  On  the  7th  of  June  lord  John  Bussell  stated  that  the  ministry  had 
determined  to  appeal  to  the  country.  On  the  22nd  the  parliament  was  pro- 
rogued by  the  queen,  and  the  dissolution  was  proclaimed  the  next  day. 

When  the  new  Parliament  met  on  the  19th  of  August,  1841,  it  had  been 
ascertained  with  tolerable  accuracy  that  the  results  of  the  elections  were 
wholly  unfavourable  to  the  continued  existence  of  the  ministry.  What  was 
called  the  Conservative  principle  was  not  only  triumphant  over  the  Free- 
trade  principle  boldly  proclaimed  at  the  last  hour  by  the  Whigs  ;  but  many 
of  their  former  supporters,  now  known  as  the  Badical  party,  were  either 
distinctly  hostile  towards  the  minis^try,  or  very  lukewarm  in  their  support. 
The  parliamentary  trial  of  strength  was  close  at  hand.  Mr.  Charles  Shaw 
Lefevre  was  re-elected  Speaker  without  opposition.  The  queen  did  not  open 
the  Parliament  in  person,  the  Speech  being  read  by  the  Lords  Commissioners. 
With  the  absolute  certainty  that  a  change  of  administration  would  very 
quickly  ensue,  some  expressions  in  the  Speech  from  the  throne  must  have 
appeared  rather  as  the  challenge  to  a  future  contest  from  a  retreating  force  to 
an  enemy  about  to  drive  it  from  the  field,  than  as  the  measured  and  conciliatory 
language  of  the  sovereign  to  those  ranged  in  battle  array  on  either  side.  The 
attention  of  Parliament  was  in  this  Speech  called  to  the  revision  of  duties 
affecting  the  productions  of  foreign  countries.  It  would  be  for  Parliament  to 
consider  not  only  whether  some  of  those  duties  were  unproductive  to  the  reve- 
nue, but  were  vexatious  to  commerce;  whether,  further,  the  principle  of  Protec- 
tion, upon  which  others  were  fouuded,  was  not  carried  to  an  extent  injurious 
alike  to  the  income  of  the  state  and  the  interests  of  the  people.  Her  Majesty 
also  exprecsed  her  desire  that  the  Parliament  should  consider  the  laws  which 
regulated  trade  in  corn.  It  would  be  for  them  to  determine  whether  those 
laws  did  not  aggravate  the  natural  fluctuations  of  supply,  embarrass  trade, 
derange  currency,  and  diminish  the  comfort  and  increase  the  privations  of 
the  great  body  of  the  community.    Lord  Stanley,  on  a  subsequent  night, 

*  HaoBarJ,  vol  Iviii.  col.  666. 
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expre889d  his  regret  that  the  Speech  had  been  8o  framed  as  to  be  liable  to 
misconstruction  in  the  eyes  of  the  country ;  that  its  recommendations 
appeared  to  be  the  recommendations  of  the  Crown,  and  not  of  the  ministers 
who  constitutionally  advised  the  Crown.  Lord  John  Bussell  answered,  that 
he  thought  it  was  generally  understood  that  the  Speech  from  the  throne 
was  the  Speech  of  ministers ;  the  Speech  was  the  result  of  the  advice  of 
ministers,  and  ministers  alone  were  responsible  for  it.  M.  Ouizot  shrewdly 
observes,  that  with  the  sagacity  of  party  spirit  the  adversaries  of  sir 
Bobert  Peel  estimated  more  accurately  than  perhaps  he  did  himself  the 
difELculties  which  awaited  him;  '^  Eetiring  with  every  possible  advantage,  the 
Whigs  charged  sir  Bobert  Peel  to  repair  their  faults,  and  to  perform  their 
promises."* 

In  the  House  of  Commons  an  Amendment  to  the  Address  was  moved  by 
Mr.  Stuart  Wortley,  to  the  effect  that  the  public  expenditure  having  for 
several  years  exceeded  the  annual  income,  the  House  was  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  adopting  measures  for  the  purpose  of  remedying  so  great  an  evil; 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  humbly  to  submit  to  her  Majesty  that  it 
was  essential  to  the  satisfactory  results  of  their  deliberations  in  reference  to 
the  subjects  to  which  their  attention  had  been  especially  directed,  and  other 
matters  of  public  concern,  '^  that  your  Majesty^s  government  should  possess 
the  confidence  of  this  House  and  of  the  country  -,  and  respectfully  to  re- 
present to  your  Majesty  that  that  confidence  is  not  reposed  in  the  present 
advisers  of  your  Majesty."  The  debate  on  the  Address  was  continued  four 
nights.  The  speeches  by  the  leaders  of  the  two  parties,  sir  Bobert  Peel 
and  lord  John  Bussell,  were  necessarily  the  most  important.  Sir  Bobert 
Peel,  in  concluding  his  address,  said  **  If  I  accept  office,  it  shall  be  by 
walking  in  the  open  light  and  in  the  direct  paths  of  the  constitution.  If  I 
exercise  power,  it  shall  be  upon  my  conception^perhaps  imperfect — perhaps 
mistaken — but  my  sincere  conception  of  public  duty.  That  power  I  will 
not  hold  unless  I  can  hold  it  consistently  with  the  maintenance  of  my 
own  opinions,  and  that  power  I  will  relinquish  the  moment  I  am  satisfied 
that  I  am  not  supported  in  the  maintenance  of  them  by  the  confidence  of  the 
House  and  of  the  people  of  this  country.*' t  ^he  conclusion  of  lord  John 
Bussell's  speech  was  equally  emphatic :  "  1  have  only  to  express  my  conviction, 
that  if  this  country  is  governed  by  enlarged  and  liberal  counsels,  its  power 
and  might  will  spread  and  increase,  its  influence  will  become  greater  and 
greater;  that  liberal  principles  will  prevail,  and  civilization  will  be  spread 
to  all  parts  of  the  globe ;  that  you  will  bless  millions  by  your  dominion 
and  mankind  by  your  example."  |  On  the  27ch  of  August  the  House 
divided  on  Mr.  Wortley's  Amendment,  when  in  a  House  of  six  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  members  the  government  was  in  a  minority  of  ninety- 
one.  In  the  House  of  Lords,  where  an  Amendment  to  the  Address,  similar 
to  that  of  the  Copmons,  had  been  proposed  by  the  earl  of  Bipon, 
the  majority  against  ministers  was  seventy-two.  Her  Majesty^s  answer 
to  the  amended  Address  of  the  House  of  Commons  conveyed  the  only 
decision  which    could   be    made   by  a    constitutional    sovereign.      ^'Bver 

*  Gaiiot»  <'  Memoirs  of  Sir  Bobert  Peel,"  p.  91. 
t  Hansard,  vol.  lix.  col.  429. 
:::  Ibid.,  Yul.  lix.  col.  449. 
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anxious  to  listen  to  the  advice  of  the  Parliament,  I  Trill  take  immediate 
measures  for  the  formation  of  a  new  adminiatration."  The  resignation  of 
ministers  was  announced  in  both  Houses  on  the  30th  of  August. 

The  biographer  of  sir  Bobert  Peel  has  said,  "  Never  perhaps  had  a  first 
minister  united  at  his  accession  so  many  elements  and  guarantees  of  a  safe 
and  strong  government.  But  he  was  called  on  to  perform  the  most 
difficult  of.  tasks — a  task  easentiallj  incoherent  and  contradictory.  He 
was  obliged  to  be  at  once  a  Conservative  and  a  Eeformer,  and  to 
carry  along  with  him,  in  this  double  course,  a  majority  incoherent  in 
itself,  and  swayed,  in  reality,  by  immoveable  and  untractable  interests, 
prejudices,  and  passions."*  Sir  Eobert  Peel  has  given  his  own  testimony 
to  the  difficulties  which  beset  his  path  at  the  very  onset  of  his  attempts  as 
a  commercial  reformer.  One  of  his  first  acts  was  to  propose  to  his  colleagues 
a  material  change  in  the  Corn-Law  of  1828.  He  had  also  to  propose  a 
removal  of  the  prohibition  which  existed  on  the  import  of  foreign  cattle  and 
meat.  "  These  changes,*'  he  says,  "  although  they  gave  little  satisfaction 
to  the  most  eager  opponents  of  the  Corn  Law,  and  were  indeed  denounced  • 
by  some  as  perfectly  nugatory,  were  not  effected  without  great  murmuring 
and  some  open  opposition  to  the  government  on  the  part  of  many  of  its 
supporters.  The  duke  of  Buckingham  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Cabinet 
rather  than  be  a  party  to  them,  nor  was  it  an  easy  matter  to  procure 
the  unanimous  adoption  of  the  measures  I  proposed  by  the  remainmg 
members  of  the  government."  t 

*  Qnizot,  "  Memoire  of  Sir  Bobert  Peel,"  p.  89. 
t  "Memoirs  by  Sir  Robert  Peel,'*  voL  il  p.  100. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


U2 


THE  MINISTRY  AS  FORMED  BY  SIR  ROBERT  PEEL. 

Cabinet. 

Lord  Whamcliffe     ....  Lord  President  of  the  CounciL 

Lord  LjmdhurBt  .  ...  Lord  High  Chancellor. 

Duke  of  Buckingham^'      .  .  .  Lord  Privy  Seal. 

Right  Hon.  Sir  Robert  Peel  .     .  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 

Right  Hon.  Henry  Goulburn  .  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Earl  of  Haddington  .  .     .  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

Right  Hon.  Sir  James  Graham,  Bart.  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 

ment* 

Earl  of  Aberdeen  .         .         .     .  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  AfiEairs. 

Lord  Stanley  ....  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

Lord  Ellenborought    .         .  .     .  President  of  the  Board  of  ControL 

Earl  of  Ripon  ....  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 

f  Right  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Hardinge   .     .  Secretary  at  War. 

Right  Hon.  Sir  E.  Knatchbull,  Bart. .  Paymaster-General. 

Duke  of  Wellington     .  .  .     ,  Without  office. 

Not  of  the  Cabinet. 

Loixl  Lowther  *         .         .         .  Postmaster-General 

Lord  GranyiUe  Somerset       .         .     .  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster. 

Right  Hon.  W.  E.  Gladstone     .  Vice-Pl-esident  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 

Master  of  the  Mint. 

Earl  of  Lincoln    .         .  ...  First  Commissioner  of  Land  Reyenue. 

Right  Hon.  Sir  George  Murray  .  Master  General  of  the  Ordnance. 

Sir  Frederick  Pollock        .         .         .  Attorney-General 

Sir  William  Webb  FoUett     .         .     .  Solicitor-General. 

Great  Officers  of  State. 

Earl  of  Liverpool      ....     Lord  Steward. 
Earl  Delawarr  ...     Lord  Chamberlain. 

Earl  of  Jersey  ....     Master  of  the  Horse. 

Ireland. 

Earl  de  Grey Lord  Lieutenant. 

Sir  Edward  Sugden           .         .         .     Lord  High  Chancellor. 
Lord  Eliot Chief  Secretary. 

Scotland. 

Right  Hon.  Sir  William  Rae,  Bart.     •     Lord  Advocate. 
Duncan  McNeil,  Esq.  .         .         .     .     Solicitor-General. 

*  His  Grace  reBigned  January  31,  and  was  snooeeded  by  the  Bnke  of  Baoclenclu 
+  Lord  Ellenboroogh  accepted  the  Governor-generalship  of  India,  and  was  sacoeeded  by 
Lord  Fitzgerald  and  Yeaci,  October  28. 
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CHAPTER   XXV. 

War  with  Gbina  and  War  with  Afghanistan— Commercial  Eelations  with  China— Beg'mningB  of 
the  Opium  War — Its  Moral  Aspects— Debates  in  Parliament— Chusan  captured— Treaty 
made  at  Canton  repudiated  by  the  Emperor — Canton  attacked— Arriral  of  Sir  H. 
Pottinger— Capture  of  Chin-Kiang-Foo— Tieaty  of  Nanking— Afghanistan  — Lord  Auck- 
land, Qoremor-general  of  India— Causes  of  the  Afghan  Wai^— British  Army  crosses  the 
Indos— The  fiolan  Pass— Siege  of  Qhuzoee— Cabul  entered  in  triumph — Shah  Soojah 
restored — False  security  at  Cabul— Afghan  plots — Massacre  of  Burnes — The  British 
Army  in  peril— Massacre  of  MacNaghten— Capitulation  of  the  Britiah — The  Retreat  from 
Cabul — Ladles  and  children  given  up— Destrnction  of  the  Army — One  snnrivor  arrives  at 
Jellalabad — Sale*s  Defence  of  J ellalabad— Arrival  of  General  Pollock — Cabul  retaken— 
Release  of  the  prisoners — The  Army  retnma  to  India — Lord  £llenborough*s  proclamations 
— Gates  of  Soinnauth. 

At  this  point  of  our  domestic  history  it  may  be  convenient  to  take  a  rapid 
view  of  the  events  connected  with  two  distant  wars  in  which  the  country  was 
now  engaged— a  war  with  China  and  a  war  in  Afghanistan.  Briefly  referring 
to  the  origin  of  each  of  these  serious  contests,  we  shall  conduct  the  narrative 
to  the  period  when  peace  was  concluded  with  the  Chinese  government,  and 
when  terrible  calamities  in  India  were  overcome,  and  security  was  again  won, 
by  the  triumphs  of  our  arms.     We  begin  with  China. 

In  the  Session  of  Parliament  which  was  opened  on  the  16th  of  January, 
1840,  it  was  announced,  in  the  Speech  of  the  Queen,  that  "events  had 
happened  in  China,  interrupting  commercial  intercourse."  The  circumstances 
attending  this  interruption  were  debated  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
7th,  8th,  and  9th  of  April,  upon  a  resolution  moved  by  Sir  James  Graham,  to 
the  effect  that  the  interruption  in  our  commercial  and  friendly  intercourse 
with  China,  and  the  hostilities  which  had  since  taken  place,  were  mainly  to 
be  attributed  to  the  want  of  foresight  on  the  part  of  her  majesty's  advisers, 
and  especially  in  their  neglect  to  i'umish  the  superintendent  at  Canton  with 
powers  and  instructions  calculated  to  provide  against  the  growing  evils  con* 
nected  with  the  contraband  trade  in  opium.  As  the  circumstances  which  led 
to  this  first  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Chinese  empire  are  really 
more  important  than  any  minute  details  of  the  events  of  the  war,  we  must^ 
as  briefly  as  we  can,  relate  what  was  the  position  of  affairs  up  to  the  time 
when  the  discussion  on  Sir  James  Graham*s  motion  took  place. 

By  tbe  new  charter  of  the  East  India  Company,  granted  in  1883,  the 
Company's  monopoly  of  the  China  trade  was  abolished.  It  had  probably  not 
been  sufficiently  considered  that  serious  collision  with  a  government  that  had 
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80  long  and  bo  pertinaciously  insisted  upon  the  exclusion  of  foreigners  would 
be  the  natural  consequence  of  the  position  in  which  the  trade  with  China 
was  now  placed.  The  change  was  calculated  to  inspire  vague  fears  of  aggres- 
sion amongst  those  who  were  not  unacquainted  with  the  fact  that  the 
merchants  who,  not  a  century  before,  had  humbly  asked  for  permission  to 
establish  a  trade  in  India,  were  now  the  masters  of  that  country,  and  that  the 
descendants  of  Aurungzebe  were  their  pensioners.  The  Chinese,  however, 
had  got  accustomed  to  the  East  India  Company,  whose  officers  pretended  to 
no  public  capacity,  who  came  as  humble  merchants,  and  who  kept  up  a  quiet 
sleepy  trade.  In  this  intercourse  there  were  occasional  quarrels  between  the 
natives  and  the  foreigners,  but  their  traffic,  whether  legal  or  illegal,  kept  on 
its  jog-trot  course  by  the  adroit  management  of  the  Company's  agents,  who 
could  calculate  to  a  nicety  the  amount  of  bribery  that  was  necessary  to  pro- 
pitiate a  Chinese  official.  The  British  legislature  upset  all  this ;  abolished 
supercargoes,  vesting  their  authority  in  king's  officers  instead  of  mercantile 
agents ;  and  authorized  the  executive  to  employ  a  Superintendent,  with 
instructions  to  get  into  direct  communication  with  the  Chinese  authorities. 
Tlie  number  of  European  ships,  merchants,  and  seamen,  rapidly  increased. 
The  contraband  trade  ia  opium  was  suddenly  augmented.  In  the  first  ten 
years  of  the  present  century  the  exports  of  opium  from  India  to  China 
averaged  about  2500  chests ;  in  1833  they  exceeded  23,000  chests,  having 
risen  from  13,000  chests  in  the  previous  year ;  and  the  subsequent  average 
of  five  years  was  about  19,000  cliests.*  Opium  was  always  an  article  pro- 
hibited by  the  Chinese  government,  or  rather  by  the  public  acts  of  the 
Court  of  Pekin.  The  provincial  authorities  invariably  nullified  everything 
which  was  done  by  the  superior  power  to  discouutenance  the  illicit  trade,  so 
that  when  the  government  of  Pekin  attempted  to  put  down  that  traffic 
between  Lin-tin  and  Canton,  the  viceroy  of  Canton  substituted  himaelf  for 
the  other  opium  smugglers,  so  that  the  whole  afiair  bore  the  aspect  of  a 
juggle  among  the  Chinese  authorities.t  The  Imperial  government  of  China 
increased  the  severity  of  the  law  against  opium  smuggling,  but  still  the 
smuggling  went  on,  and.  especially  increased  on  the  east  coast.  There  was  a 
belief  in  1837-8  that  the  trade  would  be  legalized.  A  mandarin  in  high 
authority  at  Pekin,  having  sounder  notions  about  smuggling  than  had  pre- 
vailed in  Europe  with  some  persons,  proposed  that  the  sale  of  opium  should 
be  legalized,  it  being  admitted  like  other  goods  with  a  duty  of  seven  dollars 
a  chest,  whilst  the  expense  of  smuggling  amounted  to  forty  dollars.  Ia  a 
very  able  state  paper  he  argued  that  the  increased  severity  of  the  law  against 
opium  had  only  tended  to  increase  the  amount  of  the  bribe  paid  to  the  official 
underlings  for  their  connivance.  The  unfortunate  mandarin  was  banished  for 
his  liberal  advice,  and  the  Imperial  government  adopted  more  violent  but  less 
efi'ectual  measures  to  put  down  the  opium  trade.^  There  were  two  motives 
which  influenced  the  Court  of  Pekin.  They  were  alarmed  at  the  rapid  drain  of 
silver  for  the  purchase  of  opium,  and  they  had  to  protect  the  interests  of 
native  poppy-growers.    liord  Palmerston  quaintly  said,  in  the  debate  on  the 

♦  MacCulloch*s  **  Commercial  Dictionary,"  article,  Opium, 
t  Speech  of  Mr.  Cbarles  Buller,  Hansard,  vol  liu.  col.  788. 
;:  Davis's  "  CUiuese,'*  obap.  iv. 
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9th  of  April,  "  The  fact  was  that  this  was  an  ezportation-of-bullion  question, 
an  agricultural-interest-protection  question.**  *  The  Chinese  authorities 
were  at  last  brought  into  open  collision  with  the  resident  British  merchants. 
In  consequeuce  of  an  attempt  to  strangle  a  Chiuese  opium-smuggler  in  front 
of  the  factories  at  Canton,  there  was  an  aifray  between  the  Europeans  and 
the  Chinese.  Captain  Elliot,  the  Superintendent  at  Cauton,  issued  a  notice 
requiring  all  British-owned  vessels  trading  in  opium  to  leave  the  river  within 
three  dajs.  But  this  measure  did  not  conciliate  the  High  Commissioner 
from  the  Imperial  Court,  Lin-Tsih-Sew,  who  in  1839  commanded  all  opium 
in  British  ships,  whether  in  the  Canton  river  or  on  the  coast  of  China,  to  be 
given  up.  All  the  foreign  residents  being  forbidden  to  leave  China,  Captain 
Elliot  joined  his  countrymen  in  the  Factories,  which  were  surrounded  by 
Chinese  soldiers.  More  than  twenty  thousand  chests  of  opium  were  delivered 
up  and  destroyed.  "War  was  now  imminent.  Captain  Elliot  applied  for  a 
naval  force,  and  in  October  two  English  frigates  were  blockading  Canton. 
These  were  attacked  by  Chinese  war-junks,  which  were  beaten  off  with  great 
loss.  In  January,  1840,  an  Imperial  edict  directed  all  trade  with  G-reat 
Britain  to  cease  for  ever. 

Thus  commenced  what  has  been  called  the  Opium  War.  Putting  aside 
the  consideration  of  the  treatment  of  this  subject  as  a  party  questiop — ouo 
which  so  nearly  involved  the  fall  of  the  Ministry,  that  in  a  House  of  five 
hundred  and  thirty- three  members,  they  had  only  a  majority  of  nine  upon 
Sir  James  Graham's  motion — it  is  startling,  after  this  lapse  of  time,  to  trace 
the  very  different  views  which  its  moral  aspects  presented.  The  combatants 
were  fighting  about  the  colour  of  a  shield  which  showed  its  blackness  on  one 
side  and  its  whiteness  on  the  other.  The  representative  of  the  British 
Government,  it  was  argued  by  the  supporters  of  the  Ministry,  had  been 
treated  in  a  manner  contrary  to  all  public  law,  and  the  whole  body  of  Eng- 
lish traders  had  been  subjected  to  imprisonment  and  indignities  in  conse- 
quence of  offences  in  which  *they  had  no  participation.  Exact  reparation  for 
these  injuries,  said  Mr.  Macaulay.  In  one  of  his  despatches  Captain  Elliot 
described  his  arrival  at  the  Factory  in  the  moment  of  extreme  danger.  "  As 
soon  .  as  he  landed  he  was  surrounded  by  his  countrymen,  all  in  an  agony  of 
distress  and  despair.  The  first  thing  which  he  did  was  to  order  the  British 
flag  to  be  brought  from  his  boat  and  planted  in  the  balcony.  The  sight 
immediately  revived  the  hearts  of  those  who  had  a  minute  before  given  them- 
selves up  for  lost.  It  was  natural  that  they  should  look  up  with  hope  and 
confidence  to  that  victorious  flag,  for  it  reminded  them  that  they  belonged 
to  a  country  unaccustomed  to  defeat,  to  submission,  or  to  shame;  to  a 
country  which  had  exacted  such  reparation  for  the  wrongs  of  her  children  as 
bad  made  the  ears  of  all  who  heard  of  it  to  tingle ;  to  a  country  which  had 
made  the  Dey  of  Algiers  humble  himself  to  the  dust  before  her  insulted 
Consul;  to  a  country  which  had  avenged  the  victims  of  the  Black  Hole  ou 
the  Field  of  Plassey ;  to  a  country  which  had  not  degenerated  since  the  great. 
Protector  vowed  that  he  would  make  the  name  of  Englishman  as  much  re- 
spected as  ever  had  been  the  name  of  Eoman  citizen.*'  f    *'  I  am  not  compe- 

•  Hansard,  vol.  liii.  col.  940. ' 

t  Macanla/s  Speeches,  p.  227.  r^^^r^T^ 
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tent/'  answered  Mr.  Gladstone, "  to  judge  how  long  this  war  may  last,  or  how 
protracted  may  be  its  operations,  but  this  I  can  say,  that  a  war  more  unjust 
in  its  origin,  a  war  more  calculated  in  its  progress  to  cover  this  country  with 
permanent  -disgrace,  I  do  not  know,  and  I  have  not  read  of."  He  asked, 
with  reference  to  the  eloquent  description  of  the  British  flag  planted  on  the 
balcony  at  Canton,  "  How  comes  it  to  pass  that  the  sight  of  that  flag  always 
raises  the  spirit  of  Englishmen  P  It  is  because  it  has  always  been  associated 
with  the  cause  of  justice,  with  opposition  to  oppression,  with  respect  for 
national  rights,  with  honourable  commercial  enterprize ;  but  now,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  noble  lord,  that  flag  is  hoisted  to  protect  an  infamous  contra- 
band traffic,  and  if  it  were  never  to  be  hoisted  except  as  it  is  now  hoisted  on 
the  coast  of  China,  we  should  recoil  from  its  sight  with  horror,  and  should 
never  again  feel  our  hearts  thrill,  as  they  now  thrill,  with  emotion,  when  it 
floats  proudly  and  magnificently  on  the  breeze."  •  Such  were  the  contrary 
views  in  1840  of  the  nature  of  this  war ;  such  are  the  contrary  iriews  which 
still  prevail  amongst  those  who  write  upon  this  war.  The  China  merchants 
of  London,  in  a  Memorial  to  lord  Falmerston,  expressed  their  opinion  that 
unless  the  measures  of  the  government  were  followed  up  with  firmness  and 
energy,  the  trade  with  China  would  no  longer  be  conducted  with  security 
to  life  and  property.  This  was  the  commercial  point  of  view.  The  senti- 
mental point  of  view  is  that,  confident  in  our  military  power  and  the  com- 
paratiye  ignorance  of  the  Chinese  in  the  arts  of  war,  we  forced  upon  them 
the  contraband  drug  which  the  government  would  have  kept  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  intemperate.  The  opponents  of  the  Whig  ministry  in  1840  did 
not  however,  deny  the  necessity  of  a  hostile  demonstration  with  respect  to 
China.  Sir  Eobert  Peel  said  that,  "  after  what  had  passed,  British  honour 
and  the  British  name  would  be  disgraced  unless  some  measure  were  taken  to 
procure  reparation  for  the  injuries  and  insults  which  had  been  committed  on 
^g,  ...  Again  and  again  I  say,  do  not  enter  into  this  war  without  a 
becoming  spirit — a  spirit  becoming  the  name  and  character  of  England.  Do 
not  forget  the  peculiar  character  of  the  people  with  whom  you  have  to  deal, 
and  so  temper  your  measures  that  as  little  evil  as  possible  may  remain. 
Bemember  that  the  character  of  the  people  has  lasted  for  many  generations ; 
that  it  is  the  same  now  that  was  given  to  them  by  Pliny  and  many  subse- 
quent writers.  It  is  your  duty  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  England  where 
vindication  is  necessary,  and  to  demand  reparation  wherever  reparation  is 

due."  t 

A  small  naval  force  having  been  left  in  the  Canton  river  to  maintain  a 
blockade,  the  British  fleet  sailed  northward  along  the  coast  of  China. 
The  first  important  operation  of  the  war  was  the  capture  on  the  6th  of 
July,  by  the  squadron,  of  the  city  of  Ting-hai  in  Chusan.  The  Chusan  islands, 
upon  the  possession  of  which  the  maritime  intercourse  of  the  eastern  coast 
of  China  essentially  depended,  were  captured  after  a  slight  resistance. 
Admiral  Elliot  arrived  as  plenipotentiary  at  Chusan  on  the  day  on  which 
the  city  was  taken,  and  he  despatched  to  Ning-po  a  letter  from  lord 
Palmerston  to  be  transmitted  to  the  emperor  of  China  at  Pekin.    The  autho- 

•  Hansard,  toI.  Uii.  col  818. 

t  Hansard,  toI.  liii.  col.  928.  r^r\r\n]o 
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rities  at  Ning-po  refused  to  receive  or  to  forward  the  letters.  A  blockade  was 
<;oiisequent]y  declared  of  the  east  coast,  from  Ning-po  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Kiang.  Captain  Elliot  in  August  entered  the  Pei*ho,  which  flows  past  Pekin 
on  the  south.  The  letter  of  lord  Palmerston  was  now  forwarded,  and  on  the 
dOthof  August  a  conference  was  held  between  captain  Elliot  and  the  emperor's 
minister  Keshen,  who  was  subsequently  appointed  Imperial  Commissioner, 
Lin  haying  been  deprived  of  his  office.  Admiral  Elliot  somewhat  indiscreetly 
consented  to  transfer  the  negotiations  for  peace  to  Canton,  thus  neutralizing 
the  effect  that  Had  been  produced  by  the  successes  at  Chuaan,  and  by  the  ap- 
proach of  British  vessels  of  war  to  the  vicinity  of  Pekin.  The  admiral  soon  after 
resigned.  A  truce  which  had  been  announced  by  admiral  Elliot  was  violated, 
in  the  midst  of  the  negotiations,  by  an  edict  that  all  Englishmen  and  ships 
should  be  destroyed  wherever  they  were  met  with  near  China.  The  forts 
Chuen-pe  and  Tae-cok-tow  on  the  Canton  river  were  now  stormed  and 
captured,  and  the  Chinese  squadron  of  war  junks  collected  in  Anson's  Bay 
was  destroyed.  Negotiations  were  then  resumed;  and  on  the  20th  of 
January,  Captain  EDiot  issued  a  circular  stating  that  a  treaty  had  been 
agreed  to  by  Keshen,  the  conditions  of  which  were  that  Hong-Kong  should 
be  ceded  to  England  ;  that  six  million  dollars  should  be  paid  by  the  Chinese ; 
that  the  trade  should  be  opened  within  ten  days  ;  and  that  there  should  be 
direct  official  communication  between  the  two  countries  on  equal  terms. 
Formal  possession  was  taken  of  Hong-Kong,  and  Chuaan  was  evacuated — 
not  too  soon — for  the  troops  left  there  had  been  greatly  reduced  by  the 
unhealthiness  of  the  climate.  Keshen  proclaimed  that  the  English  barbarians 
were  now  obedient  to  order,  and  that  all  affairs  were  perfectly  well  settled. 
But,  on  the  11th  of  February  an  Imperial  edict  was  received  from  Pekin  by 
the  Commissioner  at  Canton,  disapproving  and  rejecting  the  conditions 
agreed  to  by  him.     The  war  was  now  resumed  with  increased  vigour. 

On  the  2nd  of  March  general  Gough,— who  had  entered  the  British 
army  in  1794,  had  greatly  distinguished  himself  in  the  Peninsular  war,  and 
in  1837  was  in  command  of  a  division  of  the  Indian  army, — arrived  in  China 
to  take  the  command  of  the  British  land  forces.  From  the  renewal  of  hos- 
tilities to  the  end  of  April  there  had  been  armistice  upon  armistice,  during 
which  the  attempts  of  Captain  Elliot  to  negotiate  were  repeatedly  defeated 
hj  the  intervention  of  the  Imperial  government.  Keshen  was  degraded  and 
deprived  of  his  office  for  consenting  to  these  suspensions  of  hostility,  the 
Imperial  edicts  proclaiming,  "  it  is  difficult  for  heaven  and  earth  to  bear  any 
longer  with  the  English."  General  Gough  saw  that  this  temporizing  policy 
would  only  prolong  the  war,  and  be  more  injurious  to  the  Chinese  themselves 
than  its  vigorous  prosecution.  He  determined  to  attack  Canton.  It  was 
resolved  to  make  the  principal  points  of  debarkation  of  the  British  forces  to 
the  north-west  of  the  city,  while  another  column  was  to  take  possession  of 
the  Factories,  which  had  been  ceded  to  the  Chinese.  The  attack  upon  the 
Factories  was  very  soon  successful.  The  point  chosen  for  debarkation  ou 
the  north-west  was  about  five  miles  by  the  river  line  above  the  Factories. 
The  troops  were  landed  on  the  23rd,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  24th 
proceeded  to  the  attack.  General  Gough  describes  the  heights  to  the  north 
of  Canton.  They  were  crowned  by  four  strong  forts,  and  the  city  walls  ran 
over  their  southern  extremity.    The  intervening  ground  between  the4>oint  of 
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landing  and  the  forts  was  undulated,  and  intersected  bj  hollows  under  wet 
paddy  cultivation.  The  walls  of  Canton,  of  brick  on  a  foundation  of  red 
sandstone,  were  about  twenty  feet  thick,  and  varied  in  height  from  twenty- 
five  to  forty  feet.  At  this  time  there  were  twenty  thousaud  Tartar  troops, 
famous  for  their  courage  and  daring,  garrisoning  the  city.  On  the  24th  the 
two  western  forts  were  captured  with  comparatively  small  loss,  and  "  in  little 
more  than  half  an  hour  after  the  order  to  advance  was  given,  the  British 
troops  looked  down  on  Canton  within  a  hundred  paces  of  its  walls."*  It 
was  intended  next  day  to  assault  the  city  itself,  but  the  attack  was  prevented 
by  a  flag  of  truce  being  hoisted  on  the  walls.  Captain  Elliot  wrote  to  the 
general,  requesting  him  to  suspend  hostilities,  as  he  was  employed  in  a  settle- 
ment of  the  difficulties.  The  terms  were  little  different  to  those  which  had 
been  formerly  agreed  to,  and  to  which  the  Chinese  government  had  refused 
its  assent.  General  Oough  observed  upon  this  termination  of  the  conflict : 
"  Whatever  might  be  my  sentiments,  my  duty  was  to  acquiesce ;  the  attack, 
which  was  to  have  commenced  in  forty-five  minutes,  was  countermanded,  and 
the  feelings  of  the  Chinese  were  spared.  Of  the  policy  of  this  measure  I  do 
not  consider  myself  a  competent  judge ;  but  I  say  '  feelings,'  as  I  would  have 
been  responsible  that  Canton  should  be  equally  spared,  with  the  exception  of 
its  defences,  and  that  not  a  soldier  should  have  entered  the  town  farther  than 
the  fortified  heights  within  its  walls."  The  terror  induced  by  the  operations 
of 'the  fleet  and  army  extorted  from  the  authorities  of  Canton  the  payment  of 
six  million  dollars  as  a  ransom  for  the  city. 

Although  trade  was  resumed  in  Canton,  peace  was  still  distant.  The  Im- 
perial edicts  still  breathed  vengeance  against  the  **  barbarians ;' '  the  British 
government  disapproved  the  arrangements  of  captain  Elliot.  Sir  Henry  Pot- 
tinger,  who  arrived  as  Plenipotentiary  on  the  10th  of  August,  took  the  chief 
direction  of  the  affairs  which  had  so  long  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Superin- 
tendent. He  immediately  published  a  copy  of  his  credentials,  authorising 
and  empowering  him  "  to  negotiate  and  conclude  with  the  minister  vested  with 
similar  power  and  authority  on  the  part  of  the  emperor  of  China,  any  treaty 
or  agreement  for  the  arrangement  of  the  differences  now  subsisting  between 
Oreat  Britain  and  China."  He  also  issued  a  notification,  in  which,  after 
stating  his  anxiety  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  all  her  majesty's  subjects  and 
other  foreigners,  he  went  on  to  say  that  "  it  was  his  first  duty  distinctly  to 
intimate  for  general  and  individual  information,  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
devote  his  undivided  energies  and  thoughts  to  the  primary  object  of  securing 
a  speedy  and  satisfactory  close  of  the  war ;  and  that  he  therefore  could  allow 
no  consideration  connected  with  mercantile  pursuits  and  other  interests  to 
interfere  with  the  strong  measures  which  he  might  find  it  necessary  to 
authorize  and  adopt  towards  the  government  and  subjects  of  China,  with  a 
view  to  compelling  an  honourable  and  lasting  peace." 

To  the  end  of  184j1  there  were  various  successes  achieved  by  the  land  and 
naval  forces,  which  gave  the  British  possession  of  many  large  fortified  towns^ 
amongst  which  were  Amoy,  Ting-hai,  Chin-hai,  Ning-po,  and  Shang-hai.  The 
Chinese  were  nevertheless  persevering  in  their  resistance,  and  in  most  cases 
evinced  a  bravery  which  showed  how  mistaken  were  the  views  which  regarded 

•  General  QongVs  Despatch,  "Annual  Register,"  1841,  p.  282. 
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the  subjection  of  tliis  extraordinary  people  as  an  easy  task.  To  the  end  of 
June  these  successes  had  produced  no  overtures  from  the  Imperial  govern- 
ment evincing  a  real  desire  for  a  pacification.  The  British  fleet  on  the  13th 
of  June  entered  the  great  river  Kiang,  and  on  the  6tli  of  July  advanced  up 
the  river,  and  cut  off  its  communication  with  the  Grand  Canal,  by  which 
Nanking,  the  ancient  capital  of  China,  was  supplied  with  grain.  The  point 
where  the  river  intersects  the  canal  is  the  city  of  Chin-Kiang-foo.  "  This 
citf ,  with  its  walls  in  excellent  repair,  stands  within  little  more  than  half  a 
mifle  from  the  river ;  the  northern  and  the  eastern  faces  upon  a  range  of 
eteep  hills ;  the  west  and  southern  faces  on  low  ground,  with  the  Imperial 
Canal  serving  in  some  measure  as  a  wet  ditch  to  these  faces.  To  the  west- 
ward the  suburb  through  which  the  canal  passes  extends  to  the  river  and 
terminates  under  a  precipitous  hill.''  *  On  the  morning  of  the  21st  the  city 
was  stormed  by  the  British,  in  three  brigades.  The  resistance  of  the  Tartar 
troops  was  most  desperate.  Our  troops  fought  under  a  burning  sun,  whose 
opeipowering  heat  caused  some  to  fall  dead.  The  obstiuate  defence  of  the 
place  prevented  its  being  taken  till  six  o'clock  in  the  evening.  When  the 
streets  were  entered,  the  houses  were  found  almost  deserted.  They  were 
'filled  with  ghastly  corpses,  many  of  the  Tartar  soldiers  having  destroyed  their 
families,  and  then  committed  suicide.  The  city,  from  the  number  of  the  dead. 
Lad  become  uninhabitable.  On  the  9th  of  August  the  British  fleet,  proceeding 
up  the  river,  had  arrived  before  Nanking.  General  Gough  determined  to 
storm  this  fortified  city,  containing  half  a  million  of  inhabitants.  The 
^debarkation  was  suspended,  upon  a  communication  from  sir  Henry  Pottinger 
that  he  was  negotiating  with  high  officers  of  the  empire  who  had  now  the 
xlirect  authority  of  the  emperor  to  treat  for  peace.  The  treaty  was  finally 
signed  before  Nanking  on  board  the  Cornwallis  on  the  29th  of  August,  by 
«ir  Henry  Pottinger  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  by  Ke-ying,  Elepoo, 
und  Neu-Kieo,  on  the  part  of  the  emperor  of  China.  Its  most  important 
provisions  were  as  follows :  Lasting  peace  and  friendship  were  to  be  main- 
tained between  the  two  empires ;  China  was  to  pay  to  Great  Britain  twenty- 
one  millions  of  dollars  within  four  years ;  the  ports  of  Canton,  Amoy,  Eoo- 
<choo-foo,  Ning-po,  and  Shang-hai,  were  to  be  thrown  open  to  British 
merchants,  consular  officers  were  to  be  allowed  to  reside  at  these  ports,  and 
just  tariffs,  as  well  as  inland  transit  duties,  established  and  published ;  Hong- 
Xong  island  to  be  ceded  in  perpetuity  to  Great  Britain ;  all  British  subjects, 
whether  natives  of  Europe  or  of  India,  then  in  confinement  in  any  part  of 
the  Chinese  empire,  to  be  unconditionally  released;  an  amnesty  to  be 
published  by  the  emperor  to  all  Chinese  subjects  on  account  of  their  having 
held  service  under  the  British  government  or  its  officers ;  correspondence 
between  the  officers  of  the  two  governments  to  be  conducted  on  terms  of 
perfect  equality.  On  receipt  of  the  emperor's  assent  to  the  treaty,  and  of 
the  first  six  million  dollars  of  the  indemnity,  the  British  forces  were  to  retire 
from  Nanking  and  the  Grand  Canal,  and  the  military  posts  at  Chin-hai  were 
to  be  withdrawn ;  but  the  islands  of  Chusan  and  Ku-lang-su  were  to  be  held 
till  the  whole  amount  of  the  indemnity  was  paid,  and  the  ports  opened.  On 
the  8th  of  September  the  emperor  signified  his  assent  to  the  treaty ;  which, 


*  "  Annual  Regisier,'*  1842,  p.  273. 
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on  the  lost  day  of  the  year,  receiyed  the  ratification  of  the  great  seal  of 
England. 


On  the  10th  of  Septemher,  1838,  lord  Auckland,  the  Q-ovemor-general  of 
India,  who  had  entered  upon  his  office  at  the  end  of  1835,  proclaimed  in 
General  Orders  his  intention  to  employ  a  force  beyond  the  North-West 
frontier.  On  the  1st  of  October  he  published  a  declaration  of  the  causes 
and  objects  of  the  war.  The  ostensible  object  was  to  replace  Sbah  Soojah 
on  the  throne  of  Cabul,  the  troubles  and  revolutions  of  Afghanistan  having 
placed  the  capital  and  a  large  part  of  the  country  under  the  sway  of  Dost 
Mahomed  Khan.  Shah  Soojah,  driven  from  his  dominions,  had  become  a 
pensioner  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  resided  in  the  British  cantonment 
.of  Lodiana.  Dost  Mahomed  had  in  May,  1836,  iaddrefssed  a  letter  to  lord 
Auckland,  which  convey ed  his  desire  to  secure  the  friendship  of  the  British  go- 
vernment. He  was  desirous  of  obtaining  the  aid  of  the  British  against  Persia, 
whose  troops  were  besieging  Herat,  and  to  recover  Peshawur  from  Runjeet 
Singh,  the  ruler  of  the  Punjaub.  The  Governor-general  in  1837  despatched 
Capt.  Alexander  Burnes  as  an  envoy  to  Cabul.  He  was  received  with  great 
courtesy.  His  instructions  did  not  allow  him  to  give  any  hopes  of  British 
assistance  to  Dost  Mahomed.  Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Burnes  a  Bussian 
envoy  arrived  at  Cabul,  who  was  liberal  in  his  promises,  but  whose  authority 
was  afterwards  disavowed  by  his  government.  In  the  posthumous  narrative 
by  sir  Alexander  Burnes  of  his  journey  to  Cabul,  he  says  that  the  tranquillity 
which  had  dawned  on  the  east,  and  the  invasion  of  Afghanistan  by  the  Persians 
on  the  west,  "  had  a  prejudicial  effect  at  Cabul,  which  was  further  heightened 
by  the  presence  of  an  agent  from  E.ussia,  who  reached  the  place  soon  after 
my  arrival.  To  the  east,  the  fears  of  Dost  Mahomed  Khan  were  allayed — 
to  the  west  they  were  increased  ;  and  in  this  state  of  things  his  hopes  were 
BO  worked  upon;  that  the  ultimate  result  was  his  estrangement  from  the 
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British  gOTemmfiitt."  *  Capt.  Buraes  carried  back  with  him  a  belief  that 
Bussia  was  meditating  an  attack  upon  British  India,  having  established  her 
inflaeuce  in  Persia;  that  Dost  Mahomed  was  treacherous;  and  that  the 
true  way  to  raise  a  barrier  against  the  ambition  of  Bussia  was  to  pkce  the 
dethroned  Shah  Soojah  upon  the  throne  of  Cabul,  as  he  had  numerous  friends 
in  the  country.  The  alann  of  the  possible  danger  of  a  Bussian  invasion 
through  Persia  and  Afghanistan  led  to  the  declaration  of  war  against  Dost 
Mahomed  in  the  autumn  of  1888,  and  to  the  preparation  for  hostilities 
tinder  a  Governor-general  whose  declared  ])olicy,  at  the  commencement  of  his 
rule,  was  to  maintain  the  peace  which  had  been  scarcely  interrupted  since 
the  conclusion  of  the  Birman  war.  But  it  is  not  to  the  apprehensions  alone 
of  the  envoy  to  Cabul,  or  the  impressions  produced  by  him  upon  tlie  sensi- 
tiveness of  the  Gbvemor-general,  that  we  must  wholly  impute  the  resolvo  to 
put  forth  the  British  strength  in  a  distant  and  dangerous  expedition.  There 
was  an  universal  impression  throughout  India  that  some  imminent  danger  was 
about  to  assail  us  on  the  north-west ;  that  a  powerful  combination  of  liostile 
powers,  of  which  Bussia  was  the  head,  was  about  to  pour  down  upon  our  terri- 
tories, whose  arrival  would  be  the  signal  for  a  general  rise  amongst  the  neigh- 
bouring States  and  in  our  own  provinces.f  This  general  feeling  of  alarm  was 
confirmed  by  representations  made  to  the  Governor-general  from  all  the  intelli- 
gent men  who  were  in  the  Government,  or  connected  with  the  different  dis- 
tricts in  Inclia4  Unquestionably  there  was  a  panic,  and  under  such  circum- 
stances the  heaviest  charge  against  lord  Auckland  would  have  been  that  he 
remained  in  supine  indifference. 

On  the  14th  of  Pebruary  the  Bengal  division  of  the  army  under  sir 
Willoughby  Cotton  crossed  the  Indus  at  Bukkur.  The  Indus  is  here  divided 
into  two  channels,  one  of  which  is  nearly  five  hundred  yards  in  breadth. 
The  passage  of  eight  thousand  men  with  a  vast  camp-train  and  sixteen 
thousand  camels  was  effected  without  a  single  casualty.  Sir  John  Cam 
Hobhouse,  in  moving  the  thanks  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  the  Indian 
army,  in  February,  1840,  read  a  glowing  description  of  this  passage.  '^  It  was 
a  gallant  sight  to  see  brigade  after  brigade,  with  its  martial  music  and  its 
glittering  arms,  marching  over  file  by  file,  horse,  foot,  and  artillery,  into  a 
region  as  yet  untrodden  by  British  soldiers."  He  quoted  also  from  a  peri- 
odical publication  an  eloquent  allusion  to  the  grand  historical  contrasts  of 
this  expedif  io]i«  <'  For  the  first  time  since  the  dajs  of  Alexander  the  Great, 
a  civilized  army  had  penetrated  the  mighty  barrier  of  deserts  and  mountains 
which  separates  Persia  from  Hindustan ;  and  the  prodigy  has  been  exhibited 
to  an  astonished  world  of  a  remote  island  in  the  European  seas  pushing 
forward  its  mighty  arms  into  the  heart  of  Asia,  and  carrying  its  victorious 
standards  into  the  strongholds  of  Mohammedan  faith  and  the  cradle  of  the 
Mogul  empire."  §  The  Bengal  army  was  preceded  by  a  small  body  of  troops 
urfder  the  orders  of  Shah  Soojah,  and  it  was  followed  by  the  Bombay 
division  under  the  command  of  sir  John  Keane.     Into  an  almost  unknown 

*  "Personal  Narrative,"  p.  148. 

t  Letter  of  General  Cubbon  from  Bangalore,  quoted  by  Lord  John  Ruasell  in  Debate,  March  1, 
1W3— Hansard,  vol.  xlni.,  col.  154. 

t  Lord  John  Russell — Hansard,  voL  xlvii.  col.  154. 
§  Hansard,  vol  11.  col.  1330. 
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and  untrodden  country  twenty-one  thousand  troops  had  entered  through  the 
Bolan  Pass.  Sir  Willoughby  Cotton,  with  the  Bengal  column,  entered  this 
Pass  in  the  begiuniog  of  April.  Beloochee  rulers  had  rendered  him  all  the  aid 
in  their  power,  but  the  Beloochee  freebooters  were  murdering  stragglers  and 
cutting  off  baggage  and  cattle.  The  passage  of  this  formidable  Pass,  nearly 
«izty  miles  in  length,  was  accomplished  in  six  days.  For  the  first  eleven  and 
a  half  miles  into  the  Pass  the  only  road  is  the  bed  of  the  Bolan  river.  The 
mountains  on  every  side  are  precipitous  and  sterile ;  not  a  bkde  of  vegetation 
of  any  kind  being  found,  save  in  the  bed  of  the  stream.  There  was  no 
sustenance  for  the  camels,  unless  it  were  carried  for  their  support  during  six 
days,  and  thus  along  the  whole  route  their  putrefying  carcasses  added  to  the 
obstacles  to  the  advance  of  the  army.  *  At  length  the  column  emerged  into 
the  open  country.  Havelock,  who  now,  after  twenty-three  years'  service, 
had  been  promoted  to  the  command  of  a  company,  has  described  how  the  eye 
swept  with  delight  over  a  wide  plain  bounded  with  noble  mountain  ranges, 
how  the  carol  of  the  lark  mounting  up  in  the  fresh  morning  air  broke  charm- 
ingly on  the  English  ear.f 

The  Bombay  army  sustained  considerable  loss  from  freebooters  in  their 
passage  through  the  Bolan  Pass,  but  the  two  columns  were  enabled  to  unite  at 
Candahar,  and  to  proceed  to  the  siege  of  Ghuznee,  under  the  command  of  sir 
John  Keane.  On  the  22nd  of  July  the  British  forces  were  in  camp  before 
this  famous  city,  built  upon  a  rock,  towering  proudly  over  the  adjacent 
plain.  The  intelligent  officers  of  the  army  could  not  have  viewed  without 
deep  interest  this  stronghold  of  Mohammedism,  where  the  tomb  of  sultan 
'IMahmoud,  the  conqueror  of  Hindustan,  was  still  preserved,  and  where 
Mohammedan  priests  stOl  read  the  Koran  over  his  grave.  The  sandal-wood 
gates  of  this  tomb,  which  in  1026  had  been  carried  off  from  the  Hindoo 
temple  of  Somnauth  in  Guzerat,  were  to  acquire  a  new  celebrity  at  the  close 
of  this  Afghan  war  by  an  ostentatious  triumph,  not  quite  so  politic  as  that  of 
the  sultan  Mahmoud.  At  Ohuznee,  Mohammedism  maintained  its  most 
fanatical  aspect.  On  the  day  before  the  final  attack,  major  Outram  attempted 
with  part  of  the  Shah's  contingent  to  force  the  enemy  from  the  heights 
beyond  the  walls.  He  describes  that  over  the  crest  of  the  loftiest  peak  floated 
".th^  holy  banner  of  green  and  white,  surrounded  by  a  multitude  of  fanatics, 
who  believed  they  were  safe  under  the  sacred  influence  of  the  Moslem  ensign. 
A  shot  having  brought  down  the  standard-bearer,  and  the  banner  being  seized, 
the  multitude  fled  panic-stricken  at  the  proof  of  the  fallacy  of  their  belief.:|: 
This  was  desultory  warfare.  But  it  had  been  determined  that  three  hours 
after  midnight,  on  the  morning  of  the  23rd,  the  fortress  and  citadel  should  be 
stormed.  Ghuznee  was  regarded  by  the  Afghan  nation  as  impregnable.  It 
liad  a  garrison  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  Afghan  soldiers,  with  a  com- 
manding number  of  guns,  and  abundance  of  ammunition  and  other  stores. 
The  Cabul  gate  was  blown  open  by  a  terrific  explosion  ;  the  storming  party 
^entered  the  gate ;  a  few  moments  of  darkness  and  confusion,  and  then  the 
ibremost  soldiers  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  morning  sky,  and  pushing  gallantly 
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on,  were  soon  establiabed  in  the  fortress.*  In  two  hours  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  attack  Ghuznee  was  in  the  hands  of  the  British  forces. 
There  were  great  doubts,  almost  universal  doubts,  at  home  as  to  the  policy  of 
this  Afghan  war.  There  could  be  no  doubt  asto  the  brilliancy  of  this  exploit. 
The  duke  of  Wellington  gave  his  warmest  testimony  to  the  merits  of  the 
officer  i^ho  had  achieved  this  success.  The  duke  went  further.  Carefully 
reserving  his  opinion  as  to  the  origin  of  the  war,  he  declared,  in  assenting  to 
the  vote  of  thanks  to  the  army  of  the  Indus,  that  he  had  had  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  noticing  the  arrangements  made  for  the  execution  of  great  military 
enterprises,  but  that  he  had  never  known  an  occasion  on  which  the  duty  of 
government  had  been  performed  on  a  larger  scale,  on  which  more  adequate 
provisions  had  been  made  for  all  the  contingencies  which  might  have  occurred, 
or  in  which  more  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  wishes  of  the  officers,  the 
comforts  of  the  soldiers,  and  all  those  considerations  which  are  likely  to  make 
a  war  successful.f 

On  the  29th  of  July  the  British  army  quitted  Ghuznee.  It  entered  Cabul 
in  triumph  on  the  7th  of  August.  Shah  Soojah,  restored  to  his  sovereignty, 
was  once  more  seated  in  the  Bala-Hissar,  the  ancient  palace  of  his  race.  Dost 
Mahomed  had  fled  beyond  the  Indian  Caucasus.  The  country  appeared  not 
only  subjected  to  the  new  government,  but  tranquil  and  satisfied.  There  was 
a  notion  at  one  time  of  withdrawing  the  greater  part  of  the  forces,  but  it  was 
finally  determined  that  the  first  division  of  Bengal  infantry  with  the  13th 
Queen's  regiment  should  remain  in  Cabul  and  Candahar,  and  that  Ghuznee 
and  Jellalabad  should  be  occupied  by  native  regiments.  One  division  of  the 
Bombay  army,  which  was  returning  home,  effected  the  capture  of  the  strong 
fortress  of  Khelat,  with  a  view  to  the  deposition  of  the  Khan,  who  had  con- 
ducted himself  hostilely  and  treacherously  towards  the  British.  To  the  forces 
remaining  in  Cabul  there  were  a  few  months  of  ease  and  recreation.  As  the 
spring  and  summer  advanced  insurrections  began  to  break  out  in  the  sur- 
rounding country.  Dost  Mahomed  had  again  made  Ids  appearance,  and  had 
fought  a  gallant  battle  with  the  British  cavalry,  in  which  he  obtained  a  partial 
victory.  Despairing,  however,  of  his  power  effectually  to  resist  the  British 
arms,  he  wrote  to  Cabul,  and  delivered  himself  up  to  the  envoy,  sir  William 
MacNaghten,  claiming  the  protection  of  his  government.  He  was  sent  ta 
India,  where  a  place  of  residence  was  assigned  to  him  on  the  North- West 
frontier,  with  three  lacs  of  rupees  (about  30,000^.)  as  a  revenue.  But  the 
danger  of  the  occupation  of  Afghanistan  was  not  yet  overpast.  The  events 
of  November  and  December,  1841,  and  of  January,  1842,  were  of  so  fearful 
a  nature  as  scarcely  to  be  paralleled  in  some  of  their  incidents  by  the  dis- 
asters of  the  mutiny  of  1857. 

In  September  and  October,  1841,  the  direction  of  affairs  at  Cabul  was 
almost  wholly  in  the  hands  of  sir  William  MacNaghten,  the  envoy.  Sir 
Alexander  Bumes  was  also  there,  but  without  any  official  appointment.  The 
chief  command  of  the  army  was  committed  to  major-general  Elphinstone,  an 
old  Peninsular  officer,  but  whose  energy  had  passed  into  a  state  of  nervous 
debility,  totally  unfitting  him  for  any  sudden  emergency.     Shah  Soojah  was 
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complaining  that  he  had  no  real  autboritj,  and  that  he  did  not  imdersteod  hJB 
position.  Burnes  was  equally  disBatisfied  that  at  Cabul  he  was  without 
employment,  consulted  at  times,  but  possessing  no  responsibility.  An  adminis- 
trative change  was  at  hand.  MacNaghten  was  appointed  governor  of 
Bombay,  and  Burnes  looked  forward  to  the  attainment  of  a  sphere  of  duty 
suited  to  his  abilities,  as  the  successor  of  MacNaghten.  The  British  at 
Cabul  were  in  a  condition  of  false  security.  The  army  was  in  cantonments, 
extensive,  ill-defended,  overawed  on  every  side.  Within  these  indefensible 
cantonments  English  ladies,  amongst  whom  were  lady  MacNaghten  and 
lady  Sale,  were  domesticated  in  comfortable  houses.  Sir  Bobert  Sale  had 
left  Cabul  in  October,  expecting  his  wife  to  follow  him  in  a  few  days.  The 
climate  was  suited  to  the  English ;  and  our  officers,  true  to  their  national 
character,  had  been  cricket-playing,  riding  races,  fishing,  shooting,  and,  when 
winter  came,  astonishing  the  Afghans  with  skating  on  the  lakes.  After  the 
catastrophe  which  we  shall  have  to  relate,  an  unfinished  memorandum  waa 
found  among  the  papers  of  sir  William  MacNaghten,  in  which  he  says,  "  I 
may  be  considered  culpable  for  not  having  foreseen  the  coming  storm.  To 
this  I  can  only  reply  that  others,  who  had  much  better  opportunities  of 
watching  the  feelings  of  the  people,  had  no  suspicion  of  what  was  coming."  * 
All  looked  with  complacency  upon  the  profound  tranquillity  around  them,  as 
that  of  an  unclouded  morning, — all 

**  Regardless  of  tbe  sveepiog  whirlwind's  sway, 
That^  hueh'd  in  grim  repose,  expects  his  evening  prey." 

On  the  night  of  the  1st  of  November  there  was  a  meeting  of  Afghan 
chiefs,  who  were  banded  together,  however  conflicting  might  be  their 
interests,  to  make  common  cause  against  the  Feringhees  (foreigners).  One 
of  these,  AbdooUah  Khan,  who  had  been  active  in  his  intrigues  to  stir  up 
disaflection,  had  an  especial  quarrel  with  Burnes,  who  had  called  him  a  dog, 
and  had  said  that  he  would  recommend  Shah  Soojah  to  deprive  the  rebel  of  his 
ears.  He  proposed  that  at  the  contemplated  rising  on  the  2nd  of  November 
the  first  overt  act  should  be  an  attack  on  the  house  of  Burnes.  Lady 
Sale,  in  her  journal  of  that  day,  says,  "  This  morning  early  all  was  in  commo- 
tion in  Cabul ;  the  shops  were  plundered,  and  the  people  were  all  fighting.*' 
Before  daylight  an  Afghan  who  was  friendly  to  Burnes  came  to  report  to  him 
that  a  plot  had  been  hatched  during  the  night  which  had  for  its  chief  object 
his  murder.  The  Yizier  arrived  with  the  same  warning.  Burnes  was  in- 
4;redulou8,  and  refused  to  seek  safety  either  in  the  king's  fortress-palace,  the 
Bala  Hissar,  or  in  the  British  cantonments.  A  mob  was  before  his  house. 
Perfect  master  of  the  language  of  the  people,  he  harangued  them  from  a 
gallery.  At  his  side  stood  his  brother  Charles,  and  lieutenant  Broadfoot, 
who  had  arrived  to  perform  the  office  of  military  secretary  to  Burnes  when 
he  should  be  the  highest  in  place  and  power.  The  mob  clamoured  for  the  lives 
of  the  British  officers,  and  Broadfoot  was  the  first  to  fall  by  a  shot  from  the 
infuriated  multitude.  The  insurgents  had  now  forced  their  way  into  Burnea's 
garden,  upon  the  culture  of  which  he  prided  himself,  and  they  called  to  him 
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to  come  down.  Charles  Bumes  and  the  geryants  of  the  house  bad  been  firing 
from  the  gallerj.  A  Mussulman  from  Cashmere,  wbo  bad  entered  the  bouse, 
flwore  by  the  Koran  that  if  they  would  cease  firing,  be  would  convey  tbe 
brothers  in  safety  to  the  Kuzzilbasb  (Persian)  fort.  The  three  entered  tbe 
garden,  when  tbe  betrayer  proclaimed  to  the  insurgents  ^  Tbis  is  Secunder 
Bumes."  The  brothers  were  instantly  struck  down,  and  were  cut  to  pieces 
by  the  Afgban  knives.  Sir  Alexander  Burnes,  who  thus  perisbed  in  the 
thirty-sixth  year  of  bis  age,  was  of  the  same  family  as  the  great  Bcottish  poet, 
bis  grandfatber  being  tbe  brother  of  tbe  fatber  of  Bobert  Bums.  He  was 
one  of  those  remarkable  men  who  have  won  their  way  to  bigh  distinction  in 
tbe  service  of  tbe  East  India  Company  through  their  intimate  knowledge 
of  tbe  Oriental  languages,  associated  with  that  indefatigable  spirit  of  in- 
quiry and  observation  which  have  made  Hindostan  and  the  neighbouring 
countries  so  familiar  to  the  nation  that  was  gradually  advancing  to  supreme 
dominion  over  two  hundred  millions  of  men.  He  is  described  as  one  of  an 
impulsive  temperament,  whose  mind  was  subject  to  fluctuations  of  opinion, — 
sometimes  an  alarmist,  more  frequently  sanguine  and  over-confident.  "  His 
talents  were  great ;  his  energies  were  great.  What  he  lacked  was  stability 
of  character."  • 

From  the  2nd  of  November  to  the  2Brd  of  December,  tbe  position  of  the 
British  at  Cabnl  became  more  and  more  perilous.  At  the  beginning  of  tbe 
insurrecfcion  some  vigorous  resolve,  some  demonstration  of  tbe  power  of  the 
British  arms,  might  have  insured  safety,  if  not  ultimate  triumph.  There  were 
four  thousand  five  hundred  good  troops  in  tbe  cantonments,  but  there  was 
no  one  effectually  to  lead  them  against  tbe  rebels  in  tbe  city.  There  were 
about  six  hundred  British  troops  in  the  Bala  Hissar.  MacNaghten  at  the 
beginning  of  December  urged  general  Elpbinstone  to  retire  from  the  can- 
tonments, and  place  the  remainder  of  the  troops  in  that  fortress,  in  which 
they  would  be  in  a  position  to  overawe  the  populace.  The  last  alternative 
was  to  march  at  once  to  India,  and  ^  turn  with  the  desperate  courage  of  the 
lion  at  bay  upon  their  surrounding  foes.  General  Sale  and  general  Nott 
were  expected  with  reinforcements,  but  they  were  themselves  hemmed  in  by 
enemies.  Tbe  public  events  of  this  distressing  time  are  told  with  the  clear- 
ness and  spirit  of  the  intelligent  historian  by  Mr.  Kaye.  The  alternations  of 
hope  and  fear  amongst  the  unhappy  residents,  especially  the  women,  are 
recorded  in  the  journal  of  lady  Sde.  In  the  first  week  of  December  tbe 
troops  in  cantonments  were  threatened  by  the  near  approach  of  starvation. 
Tbe  camp  followers  were  living  upon  tbe  carcases  of  dead  camels.  Negotia- 
tions were  going  on  with  the  Afghan  chiefs  for  the  safe  retreat  of  the  army, 
and  for  a  supply  of  provisions.  They  were  protracted  from  day  to  day,  the 
Afghans  requiring  as  a  first  condition  that  tbe  forts  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  cantonments  should  be  given  up.  They  were  evacuated ;  and  then  the 
enemy  looked  down  with  triumphant  derision  upon  those  wbo,  within  their 
defenceless  walls,  were  perishing,  whilst  the  supplies  'which  had  been  pro- 
mised them  were  intercepted  by  a  rabble  from  tbe  city.  Every  day 
lidded  to  tbe  expected  difficulties  of  the  retreat.  The  winter  was 
aetting  in.      On  the  18tb  of  December  snow  began  to  fall.    MacNaghten, 
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wearied  and  almost  desperate  amidst  the  bad  faith  and  insulting 
demands  of  the  chiefs,  received  on  the  evening  of  the  22nd  a  pro- 
posal from  Akbar  Khan,  the  son  of  Dost  Mahomed,  which  even  Elphinstone, 
enfeebled  as  he  was  bj  illness  and  generally  inapt  to  offer  a  decided 
opinion,  regarded  as  treacherous.  On  the  morning  of  the  23rd,  according  to 
the  proposal  ,that  had  been  made  to  him,  MacNaghten,  with  three  friends^ 
Lawrence,  Trevor,  and  Mackenzie,  went  out  about  six  hundred  yards  from 
the  cantonment  for  a  conference  with  Akbar  Khan,  the  Sirdar  (the  title 
which  the  chief  assumed).  The  envoy  had  desired  to  propitiate  him  bj^  send- 
ing that  momiog  the  present  of  a  beautiful  Arab  horse.  On  a  hill  side 
Akbar  Khan's  servants  had  spread  some  horse-cloths  over  the  fallen  snow. 
The  party  were  invited  to  dismount  and  sit  down.  The  Afghans  were 
gathering  around  them  in  numbers — a  circumstance  which  corroborated  the 
suspicions  of  Lawrence  and  Mackenzie.  In  an  instant  they  were  seized  from 
behind.  The  two  who  were  best  prepared  by  their  apprehensions  for  some- 
plot  against  their  lives  contrived  to  escape.  Trevor  was  murdered ;  Akbar 
Khan  rushed  upon  MacNaghten  in  the  endeavour  to  seize  and  detain  him. 
"  The  look  of  wondering  horror  that  sat  upon  his  upturned  face  will  not  be 
forgotten  by  those  who  saw  it  to  their  dying  days.  The  only  words  he  was 
heard  to  utter  were,  Az  barae  Khoda  (*for  God's  sake!')."*  Akbar  Khan 
drew  a  pistol  from  his  girdle — it  was  one  of  a  pair  which  MacNaghten  had 
presented  to  him  the  previous  day — and  he  shot  the  unarmed  envoy  through 
the  body.  Wonderful  to  relate,  not  a  gun  was  fired  from  the  British  canton- 
ments, not  a  soldier  went  forth  to  avenge  the  murder  of  the  British  minister.. 
On  Christmas-day  intelligence  arrived  that  reinforcements  were  on  their 
way  from  India.  Major  Pottinger,  who  now  took  the  place  of  the  unfor- 
tunate MacNaghten  as  political  agent,  exhorted  the  military  chiefs  either  to- 
fight  their  way  to  Jellalabad,  or  forcibly  to  occupy  the  Bala  Hissar.  They 
preferred  to  capitulate.  At  a  Council  of  War  on  the  26th  a  treaty  was 
ratified,  which  contained  the  humiliating  conditions  that  all  the  guns  should 
be  left  behind  except  six ;  that  all  the  treasure  should  be  given  up,  and  forty 
thousand  rupees  paid  in  bills,  to  be  negotiated  upon  the  spot ;  and  that  four- 
officers  as  hostages  should  be  detained  to  insure  the  evacuation  of  Jellalabad 
by  general  Sale.  On  the  6th  of  January,  1842,  on  a  morning  of  intense- 
cold,  the  army,  consisting  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  fighting  men  and 
twelve  thousand  followers,  began  to  move  out  of  the  cantonments.  Sa 
tedious  was  the  progress,  chiefly  caused  by  the  disorderly  movements  of  the 
camp-followers,  that,  at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  rear-guard  was  leaving- 
the  walls  of  the  cantonments  which  the  advanced  guard  had  quitted  at  half- 
past  nine  in  the  morning.  The  order  and  discipline  which  could  alone  save 
an  army  retreating  in  the  midst  of  a  hostile  population  had  no  place  in  that 
confused  mass,  who  were  without  food  or  fuel  or  shelter.  Aiibar  Khan 
came  up  with  a  body  of  six  hundred  horsemen  to  demand  other  hostages  aa 
security  for  the  evacuation  of  Jellalabad.  On  the  8th,  Pottinger,  Lawrence^ 
and  Mackenzie  were  placed  in  his  hands.  Akbar  Khan  declared  that  he  also- 
came  to  protect  the  British  and  Hindoos  from  the  attacks  of  the  Ghilzyes,. 
one  of  the  most  fanatic  of  the  Mussulman  tribes  of  Afghanistan.    Hisautho- 
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rity  appears  to  have  been  exerted  with  all  sincerity  to  interfere  between 
these  cruel  assailants  and  their  vietims ;  but  it  was  manifested  in  vain.  The 
disorganized  force  entered  the  Pass  of  Khoord-Cabul,  which  for  five  miles 
is  shut  in  by  precipitous  mountains,  with  a  torrent  rushing  down  the  centre. 
On  the  hill-sides  were  the  unrelenting  Ghilzyes,  who  shot  down  the  fugitives 
without  a  chance  of  their  being  resisted  or  restrained.  In  this  Pass  three 
thousand  men  are  stated  to  have  fallen.  "  The  ladies  were  mostly  travelling 
in  kujavas  (camel-panniers),  and  were  mixed  up  with  the  baggage  and 
column  in  the  Pass.  Here  they  were  heavily  fired  on."  •  Lady  Sale,  who 
rode  on  horseback,  was  shot  in  the  arm.  Her  son-in-law  was  here  mortally 
wounded.  On  the  9th,  Akbar  Khan,  who  had  arrived  with  his  three  hostages^ 
"  turned  to  Lawrence  and  said  that  he  had  a  proposal  to  make,  but  that  he  did 
not  like  to  do  so  lest  his  motives  might  be  misconstrued ;  but  that,  as  it  con* 
cemed  us  more  than  himself,  he  would  mention  it ;  and  that  it  was,  that  all 
the  married  men,  with  their  families,  should  come  over  and  put  themselves 
under  his  protection,  he  guaranteeing  them  honourable  treatment,  and  safe 
escort  to  Peshawur.  He  added,  that  Lawrence  must  have  seen  from  the 
events  of  the  day  previous — ^the  loss  of  captain  Boyd's  and  captain  Ander- 
son's children — that  our  camp  was  no  place  of  safety  for  the  ladies  and 
children."  f  Lawrence  and  Pottinger  urged  the  acceptance  of  this  proposal 
upon  general  Elphinstone.  There  were  ten  women  and  thirteen  or  more 
children;  six  married  men  went  with  them,  with  two  wounded  officers. 
It  was  better  to  trust  to  Akbar  Khan  for  the  protection  of  these  helpless 
women  and  children  than  to  continue  their  exposure  to  the  attacks  of  the 
cruel  tribes  whom  the  Sirdar  could  not  restrain,  and  to  the  horrors  of  a  con- 
tinued march  in  a  most  inclement  season.  '^  There  was  but  faint  hope," 
says  lady  Sale,  "  of  our  ever  getting  safely  to  Jellalabad ;  and  we  followed 
the  stream.  But  although  there  was  much  talk  regarding  our  going  over,, 
all  I  personally  know  of  the  affair  is,  that  I  was  told  we  were  all  to  go,  and 
that  our  horses  were  ready,  and  we  must  mount  immediately  and  be  off." 

On  the  10th  of  January  the  small  remnant  of  the  force  that  had  left  Cabul 
on  the  6th  continued  its  march  towards  Jellakbad.  The  Native  regiments  were 
nearly  annihilated  by  cold  and  hunger  and  the  Afghan  knife.  The  frost- 
bitten Asiatics,  who  still  crawled  to  a  narrow  defile,  were  unable  to  make 
any  resistance.  The  dying  and  the  dead  soon  choked  up  the  narrow  gorge 
between  the  precipitous  spurs  of  two  hills.  There  was  now  not  a  single 
Sepoy  left.  Not  more  than  a  quarter  of  the  men  who  had  left  Cabul  now 
survived.  The  European  officers  and  soldiers  scarcely  numbered  five  hundred. 
They  would  have  fought  with  the  energy  of  desperation,  but  they  were 
hemmed  in  by  the  crowd  of  camp-followers,  who  from  the  first  had  rendered 
their  march  as  dangerous  as  the  assaults  of  their  enemies.  The  next  day 
Akbar  Khan  invited  general  Elphinstone  and  two  English  officers,  brigadier 
Shelton  and  captain  Johnson,  to  a  conference.  The  Sirdar  required  that  the 
three  should  remain  as  hostages  for  the  evacuation  of  Jellalahad.  Elphin- 
stone implored  the  Afghan  to  permit  him  to  return  and  share  the  fortune  of 
his  troops.  The  two  officers  were  equally  unwilling  to  leave  their  doomed 
comrades.    But  resistance  was  in  vain.    On  the  evening  of  the  12th  the  march 

•  Lady  Sale's  "  Journal."  t  Ihid.         ^  , 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


458  I>BSTBUCTI01f  OF  THE  ABMT— ONE  SURVITOB.  [1842. 

was  resumed.  They  had  to  struggle  with  the  dangers  of  the  JugduUuc^ 
Pass,  ia  ^bieh  the  steep  road  ascends  through  a  dark  defile.  As  they  ap- 
proached the  dummit  they  found  a  barricade  of  bushes  and  branches  of  trees. 
Here  the  relentless  enemy  was  in  waiting.  A  general  massacre  ensued,  in 
which  many  of  the  remaining  officers  perished.  Twenty  officers  and  forty- 
five  European  soldiers  were  able  to  clear  the  barricade.  The  next  morning 
they  were  surrounded  by  an  infuriated  multitude.  They  were  as  one  to  a 
hundred ;  most  of  them  were  wounded ;  but  they  were  resolute  not  to  lay 
down  their  arms.  They  all  perished  except  one  captain  and  a  few  priyates, 
who  were  taken  prisoners.  Out  of  those  who  had  been  in  advance  of  the 
column  in  the  Pass,  six  reached  Puttehabad,  within  sixteen  miles  of  Jellala^ 
bad.  These  last  companions  in  misery  were  three  captains,  one  lieutenancy 
and  two  regimental  surgeons.  Pive  were  slain  before  the  sixteen  miles  were 
traversed.  General  Sale's  brigade  had  held  possession  of  Jellalabad  from 
the  morning  of  the  13th  of  November,  when  they  took  the  place  from  the 
Afghans  by  surprise.  Prom  time  to  time  they  heard  rumours  of  the  perilous 
position  of  the  British  force  in  Cabul.  At  last  a  letter,  addressed  to  captain 
MacGhregor,  the  political  agent,  arrived  from  Elphinstone  and  Pottioger, 
stating  that  an  agreement  having  taken  place  for  the  evacuation  of  Cabul, 
they  should  immediately  commence  their  march  to  India.  In  the  absence 
of  any  security  for  the  safe  conduct  of  the  troops  to  Peshawur,  they  resolved 
to  disobey  these  instructions,  and  not  to  surrender  the  fort,  whotte  defences 
they  had  been  assiduously  labouring  to  improve.  The  Afghan  chief  who 
bore  the  letter  had  been  appointed  governor  of  Jellalabad.  On  the  13t^ 
of  January  a  sentry  on  the  ramparts  saw  a  solitary  horseman  struggling  on 
towards  the  fort.  He  was  brought  in,  wounded  and  exhausted.  The  one 
man  who  was  left  to  tell  the  frightful  tale  of  the  retreat  from  Cabul  was 
doctor  Brydon. 

The  refusal  of  Sale  and  MacOregor  to  surrender  Jellalabad  was  that 
heroic  determination  to  face  the  danger  which  in  almost  every  case  makes  the 
danger  less.  Akbar  Khan  lost  no  time  in  besieging  Jellalabad.  Sale  had 
well  employed  his  enforced  leisure  in  repairing  the  ruinous  ramparts  and 
clearing  out  the  ditch.  He  had  made  the  place  secure  against  the  attack  of 
an  army  without  cannon.  But  the  garrison  was  not  secure  against  the  ap- 
proach of  famine.  Akbar  Khan  with  a  large  body  of  horse  was  hovering 
around  to  prevent  the  admission  of  supplies.  On  the  10th  of  Pebruary  a 
serious  misfortune  called  forth  new  energies  in  these  resolute  men.  An 
earthquake  to  a  great  extent  rendered  the  labour  vain  which  had  been  so  long 
employed  in  the  repairs  of  the  works.  By  the  end  of  the  month  the  punpeia 
were  restored,  the  breaches  built  up,  and  every  battery  re-established.  At 
the  close  of  March,  being  at  the  last  extremity  for  provisions,  the  garrison 
made  a  sortie,  and  carried  off  five  hundred  sheep  and  goats.  It  was  known 
to  sir  Bobert  Sale  that  general  Pollock  was  advancing  to  his  relief.  The 
time  was  come  when  a  vigorous  attack  on  the  enemy  without  might  bare 
better  results  than  a  protracted  defence.  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  April 
three  columns  of  infantry,  with  some  field  artillery  and  a  small  cavalry  force, 
issued  from  the  walls  of  Jellalabad  to  attack  Akbar  Khan,  who  with  six 
thousand  men  was  strongly  posted  in  the  adjacent  plain.  The  columns  were 
commanded  by  colonel  Bennie,  colonel  Monteath,  and  captain  Havelock,  who 
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led  the  attack.  In  leading  his  column  to  stonn  a  square  fort  colonel  Benme 
fell.  Every  point  attacked  by  the  three  columns  was  carried,  and  the  victory 
was  completed  by  a  general  assault  upon  the  Afghan  camp.  In  a  few  hours 
the  battle  was  over.  Two  days  before  this  victory  general  Pollock  had  forced 
the  Khyber  Pass,  which  general  Wild  had  previously  attempted  without  sue- 
cess.  This  was  an  achievement  in  which  the  bravery  of  troops  would  have 
been  thrown  away  if  the  arrangements  of  the  general  had  been  less  skilful. 
The  Afghans  made  no  attempt  to  resist  the  progress  of  the  troops  till  they 
were  at  the  entrance  of  the  Pass.  They  relied  upon  being  able  to  destroy 
them  from  the  precipices  that  overhung  the  road.  The  heights  were  carried 
on  both  aides,  and  the  Afghans  themselves  in  the  Pass  were  exposed  to  that 
fire  from  above  which  had  been  so  perilous  to  the  British  army  in  its  former 
marches  through  the  mountainous  barriers  of  their  country.  It  is  oonsidered 
that  if  Pollock  had  moved  precipitately  with  his  main  column  into  the  Pass, 
he  would  probably  have  been  driven  back  with  great  slaughter,  but  that  the 
precaution  he  took  in  crowning  the  heights  and  turning  the  enemy's  position 
secured  him,  though  not  without  some  fighting  the  whole  way,  a  safe  passage.* 
On  the  I6th  of  April  Pollock's  advanced  guard  was  in  sight  of  Jedlalabad ; 
and  the  two  little  armies  were  united  in  the  exulting  hope  that  it  would 
be  for  them  to  retrieve  the  disasters  which  had  befallen  the  British  arms. 
Lord  EUenborough  had  arrived  at  Calcutta  as  G^ovemor-general  on  the  25th 
of  Pebruary.  The  dose  of  lord  Auckland's  rule  in  India  was  clouded  with 
misfortunes  which  fell  heavily  upon  a  proud  and  sensitive  man.  His  policy 
was  proved  to  be  a  mistake.  Nothing  in  the  annals  of  our  country  had  ever 
exhibited  so  disastrous  an  issue  to  a  war  undertaken  in  the  confidence  that 
it  would  avert  the  possibility  of  an  impending  danger.  When,  on  the  30th 
of  January,  the  utter  destruction  of  the  army  of  Cabul  was  known  at  Calcutta, 
the  Oovernor-geoeral  published  a  proclamation  containing  brave  words.  A 
new  Governor-general  had  arrived,  who,  appointed  by  a  new  Administration, 
had  been  amongst  the  moat  vehement  denouncers  of  the  Afghan  war. 

The  interest  attached  to  the  remaining  history  of  this  war  is  the  interest 
attached  to  the  hopeful  anticipation  of  lord  Auckland  in  his  proclamation  of 
the  31st  of  January.  The  calamity  which  bad  overtaken  the  British  arms  was^ 
he  said,  "  a  new  occasion  for  displaying  the  stability  and  vigour  of  the  British 
power,  and  the  admirable  spirit  and  valour  of  the  British-Indian  army."  The 
successes  of  Sale  and  Pollock  had  renewed  the  confidence  of  our  countrymen 
in  India  that  the  storm  would  soon  be  overpast.  They  had  interrupted  the 
hopes  of  those  native  Powers  who  believed  that  the  rule  of  the  Feringhees  was 
coming  to  an  end.  Shah  Soojah  had  been  for  some  time  able  to  maintain 
himself  in  the  citadel  of  Cabul  after  he  had  been  left  to  his  own  resources.  He 
finally  perished  by  assassination.  The  English  ladies,  children,  and  officers, 
who  were  treated  as  prisoners  rather  than  as  hostages,  were  carried  from  fort 
to  fort.  General  Elphinstone  died  at  Tezeen  on  the  23rd  of  April.  At  the  end 
of  April,  general  England  had  forced  the  principal  Pass  betweeu  Juettah 
and  Candahar ;  and  early  in  May  had  joined  his  forces  to  those  of  general 
Kott  at  Candahar.  Ghuznee,  which  was  in  the  possession  of  the  Afghans^ 
was  recaptured  by  him  on  the  6th  of  September.     General  Pollock  had  been 
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detained  by  sickness  and  other  impediments  at  Jellalabad  to  the  end  of 
August.  He  then  fought  his  way  through  the  Passes,  and  was  joined  bj 
general  Nott.  On  the  15th  of  September  the  British  standard  was  flying  on 
the  Bala  Hissar  of  Cabul.  The  prisoners  of  Akbar  Khan  had  been  hurried 
towards  Turkistan.  The  khan  who  had  charge  of  them  agreed  with  the 
English  officers,  for  the  future  payment  of  a  sum  of  rupees  and  an  annuity, 
that  he  would  assist  them  to  regain  their  freedom.  The  advance  of  the 
army  upon  Cabul  secured  the  aid  of  other  chieftains.  On  the  15th  of 
September,  the  hostages,  the  ladies  and  the  children,  had  quitted  the  forts  of  the 
friendly  khan,  and  were  proceeding  towards  Cabul,  when,  on  the  17th,  they  were 
met  by  a  party  of  six  hundred  mounted  Kuzzilbashes,  under  the  command  of  sir 
Eichmond  Shakespear,  who  had  been  sent  by  general  Pollock  to  rescue  them 
from  their  perils.  On  the  19th  a  horseman  met  the  party  alternating  be- 
tween hope  and  fear,  to  say  that  general  Sale  was  close  at  hand  with  abrigade* 
The  husband  and  the  father  met  his  wife  and  widowed  daughter.  Their 
happiness  produced  "  a  choking  sensation,  which  could  not  obtain  the  relief 
of  tears."  The  soldiers  cheered ;  a  royal  salute  from  mountain-train  guns 
welcomed  them  to  the  camp ;  the  joy  was  proportioned  to  the  terrible  dangers 
that  were  overpast.  On  the  Ist  of  October  a  proclamation  was  issued  from 
Simla  by  lord  Ellenborough,  which  stated  that  the  disasters  in  Afghanistan 
haying  been  ayenged  upon  eyery  scene  of  past  misfortune,  the  British  army 
would  be  withdrawn  the  Sutlej.  On  the  12th  of  October  the  army  began  its 
march  back  to  India.  Dost  Mahomed  was  released,  and  returned  to  his 
Boyereignty  at  Cabul. 

Of  the  proclamation  dated  from  Simla  on  the  1st  of  October  there  was 
much  adyerse  notice  in  Parliament.  Mr.  Macaulay  maintained  that  it  was 
ante-dated  ;  for  that  on  the  1st  of  October  the  release  of  the  captives  on  the 
19th  of  September  could  not  have  been  known  to  the  Governor-general ;  and 
that  knowing  of  this  joyful  event  on  the  12th  he  omitted  all  mention  of  it, 
that  he  might  have  the  childish  gratification  of  insulting  his  predecessor  in 
the  vice-royalty,  by  dating  on  the  same  day  on  which,  in  1838,  lord  Auck- 
land had  published  his  unfortunate  declaration  of  the  causes  and  objects  of  the 
war.  But  there  was  another  proclamation  by  lord  Ellenborough  which  his 
ministerial  friends  could  scarcely  vindicate,  and  which  brought  down  upon 
him  the  bitterest  denunciations  of  his  political  enemies.     It  was  as  follows : 

**From  the  OovemoT'Ofneral  to  all  the  Princes,  and  Chiefs,  and  People  of  India, 

"  Mt  Brothbbs  and  Mr  Faiehds, 

"  Our  TictoriouB  anny  bean  the  gates  of  the  temple  of  Somnanth  in  triumph  from  Afghan- 
istan, and  the  despoiled  tomb  of  Sultan  Mahomed  looks  upon  the  ruins  of  Qhuxnee. 

*  *  The  insult  of  eight  hundred  years  is  at  last  avenged.  The  gates  of  the  temple  of  Somnanth, 
so  long  the  memorial  of  your  humiliation,  are  become  the  proudest  record  of  your  national  glory  ; 
the  proof  of  your  superiority  in  arms  over  the  nations  beyond  the  Indus. 

''To  you,  Princes  and  Chiefs  of  Sirhind,  of  Bajwarra,  of  Malwa,  and  of  Grnzerat,  I  shall 
commit  this  glorious  trophy  of  suooessfnl  war. 

'*Tou  will  yourselves,  with  all  honour,  transmit  the  gates  of  sandal- wood  through  your 
respective  territories  to  the  restored  temple  of  Somnanth. 

*'  The  chiefs  of  Sirhind  shall  be  informed  at  what  time  our  victorious  aimy  will  first  deliver 
the  gates  of  the  temple  into  their  guardianship^  at  the  foot  of  the  bridge  of  t^Sutlej  .*' 
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Tlie  Hindoo  temple  of  Somnauth  was  in  ruins,  and  it  was  maintained  by 
those  to  whom  the  pompous  words  of  the  proclamation  were  distasteful, 
that  the  Goyernor-general  meant  to  restore  it,  and  thus  to  manifest  a 
preference  for  one  of  the  great  rival  creeds  of  India — a  preference  which 
the  policy  of  England  expressly  forbade.  This  might  be  a  wrong  infer- 
ence from  the  words  of  the  proclamation.  But  to  despoil  the  tomb  of  a 
worshipper  of  Mahomed,  that  honour  might  be  done  the  worshippers  of 
Yishnu,  was  to  offer  an  outrage  to  those  sensibilities  which  more  than  any 
other  cause  made  and  still  make  the  British  rule  in  India  so  like  treading  on 
beds  of  lava. 
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Continuation  of  the  previoiiB  notices  of  English  literature— Lav  of  Copyrigbt^Kr.  Serjeant 
Q'alfourd^s  long  struggle  to  amend  the  Law — Mr.  Garly1e*8  petition — Serjeant  Talfoard*B 
Bill  rejected — Lord  Mahon^s  Bill— Mr.  Macaulay's  Amendments — Application  of  the  Act 
to  Copyrights  abont  to  expire — Authors  recently  deceased — Norelists — Theodore  Hook 
and  the  Silver-fork  School — Ephemeral  Critics  and  Writers  vithont  knowledge — 
Utilitarianism — Changes  in  the  Character  of  Literature— Historians — ^Macaulay — Hallam 
— Carly le — Lingard — Fraser  Ty tier —  Palgrave — Kemble  — Forster — Mahon  —  Napier — 
Mitford — Thirl  wall — Grote — ^Arnold — Noyelists — Bulwer  Lytton — ^Dickens — Ainsworth — 
Thackeray — Serials— Prevalence  of  Fiction — Kitchen  Literature — Miss  Martineau^s  Tales 
illustrative  of  Political  Economy — Social  Aims  of  Novelists — Dickens — Mrs.  Gaskell — 
Kingaley — Thackeray's  Novels — Poets— Tennyson — Browning — E.  Barrett  Browning — 
Thomas  Hood — Union  of  Pen  and  Pencil — Theology — MUman — Bobertson — Political 
Economy— Science — Criticism — Antiquarian  Inquiry— Travels— Book  Trade— Newspapers. 

BsTOBX  we  enter  upon  a  narrative,  which  maj  be  best  given  continuouslj^ 
of  the  great  historical  period  from  1841  to  1846  during  which  sir  Bobert 
Peel  was  Prime  Minister,  we  purpose  to  introduce  a  chapter  on  the  Litera- 
ture of  that  period  and  of  the  period  immediately  preceding.  We  shall 
attempt  this  in  connexion  with  the  subject  of  the  New  Law  of  Copyright^ 
which  was  finally  settled  in  the  session  of  1842. 

In  the  present  volume  we  have  devoted  a  chapter  to  English  Literature 
in  the  three  latter  decades  of  the  reign  of  Oeorge  the  Third,  and  have  given 
a  chronological  table  of  the  principal  writers  of  the  present  century,  with  the 
exception  of  those  who  were  living  at  the  end  of  1861.  We  propose  in  thia 
chapter  to  point  out  a  few  of  the  more  prominent  instances  of  the  beneficial 
operation  of  the  Copyright  Act  of  1842  with  reference  to  the  families  of 
authors  then  recently  deceased.  Its  benefits  to  living  authors,  whether  in 
the  maturity  of  a  high  reputation  or  rising  into  public  notice,  need  not  be 
illustrated  by  individual  instances.  The  oldest  writer  with  a  dependent 
family,  and  the  youngest  writer  who  had  given  hostages  to  fortune,  felt  a 
comfort  and  a  relief  in  its  salutary  provisions  against  the  uncertainty  of  the 
future  with  regard  to  the  descendants  "  of  those  who  devote  themselves  te 
the  most  precarious  of  all  pursuits."  *  What  is  now  called  "  the  Victorian 
Era  "  of  Literature,  in  contrast  with  "  the  Georgian  Era,"  had  established  it» 
most  prominent  characteristics,  and  had  produced  the  greater  number  of  it» 
eminent  writers,  at  the  period  when  the  New  Law  of  Copyright  came  into 

•  **  Pickwick  Papera,"  1887  ;  Dedication  to  Serjeant  Talfourd. 
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operation.  We  iiherefofa  do  not  essentially  narrow  the  range  of  our  yiew  of 
'^  the  Victorian  Era  "  when  we  take  our  stand-point  in  the  sixth  year  of  the 
queen's  reign.  Although  this  view  must  be  incomplete  with  regard  to  some 
popular  writers  of  the  more  immediate  present,*  it  relieves  us  from  the 
invidious  task  of  making  any  pretension  to  estimate  the  value  of  new  reputa- 
tions ;  leaving  us  to  speak  chiefly  of  those  whose  foremost  place  in  the  long 
file  of  illustrious  contemporaries  had  been  for  the  most  part  settled  by 
continuous  public  opinion  in.  the  first  decade  of  the  queen's  reign.  Of  these 
contAmporaries  we  shall  consider  it  most  becoming  to  speak  with  the  brevity 
of  a  bibliographer  rather  than  with  the  elaborafce  judgment  of  a  critic. 

In  the  session  of  1842  *'  an  Act  to  amend  the  Law  of  Copyright " — the 
Act  now  regulating  literary  property — was  passed,  after  a  struggle  that  had 
endured  five  years.  In  1887  Mr.  Serjeant  Talfourd  first  drew  the  attention 
of  the  House  of  Commons  to  the  law  of  Copyright,  as  it  then  existed  under 
the  statute  of  the  54th  of  George  the  Third,  which  gave  to  the  author  of  a 
book  or  his  assigns  the  sole  liberty  of  reprinting  such  book  for  the  term  of 
twenty-eight  years  from  the  date  of  publication,  and  if  the  author  should  be 
living  at  the  expiration  of  that  term,  for  the  residue  of  his  natural  life.  The 
proposition  of  Serjeant  Talfourd  was  to  extend  the  term  of  copyright  in  a 
book  to  sixty  years,  reckoned  from  the  death  of  the  wribier,  in  addition  to  its 
duration  during  his  life.  The  opposition  to  this  proposal,  on  every  occasion 
on  which  it  was  debated,  was  of  a  mixed  character.  There  were  legislators 
who  altogether  denied  the  inherent  natural  right  of  an  author  to  a  property 
in  bis  labours.  These  maintained  that  it  was  for  the  public  interest  that  he 
should  labour  without  reward,  or  at  any  rate  that  he  should  receive  as  little 
as  possible  in  the  shape  of  a  money  reward,  the  love  of  fame  being  deemed 
by  them  amply  sufficient  to  secure  to  the  public  an  adequate  supply  of  the 
best  books.  Others,  who  did  not  go  quite  so  far,  maintained  that  the  exist- 
ing term  under  the  Act  of  George  the  Third — "  an  Act  to  amend  the  several 
Acts  for  the  Eucouragement  of  Learning  by  securing  the  Copies  and  Copyright 
of  printed  Books  to  the  Authors  of  such  Books  and  their  Assigns" — ^was  amply 
sufficient  for  the  remuneration  of  authors.  Others  more  reasonably  opposed 
Serjeant  Talfourd's  Bill,  upon- the  ground  that  the  term  which  he  suggested 
would  in  many  cases  give  a  monopoly  for  eighty  years  and  even  for  a  hundred 
years.  There*  was  a  class  of  publishers  then,  as  there  always  will  be,  who 
were  only  debarred  by  the  laws  against  piracy  from  reducing  to  practice  the 
philosophical  theory  that  an  author  should  work  for  nothing,  to  make  books 
cheap.  One  of  these  kept  a  very  accurate  account  of  the  original  date  of  a 
publication  by  a  living  author,  and  could  calculate  the  chances  of  his  life 
according  to  the  most  trustworthy  tables  of  mortality.  There  was  a  worthy 
citizen  and  merchant-taylor  of  London  of  the  days  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  who 
kept  a  most  exact  register  of  the  funerals  of  the  great  and  wealthy  in  his 
time.  It  was  in  the  way  of  business,  for  he  was  "  a  furnisher  of  funeral 
trappings."  t  So  was  it  in  the  way  of  business  that  the  industrious  publisher 
of  Cheapside  in  the  days  of  Queen  Victoria  recorded,  with  Christian  satis- 
faction, the  final  release  of  those  who,  after  long  battling  with  fortune,  left, 

*  We  shall  in  put  supply  this  deficiency  by  appending  to  this  chapter  a  Table  supplementary 
to  that  before  given,  pp.  133  to  188. 

t  **  Diary  of  Henry  Machyn"— Camden  Society. 
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by  the  expiry  of  their  copyright,  no  heritable  title  to  the  property  which 
they  had  created.  Such  eocouragers  of  learning  stoutly  petitioned  against 
any  alteration  of  the  law.  There  were  few  petitions  for  the  Bill,  but  there 
was  one  which  amused  and  edified  the  House  of  Commons  in  1839.  Of  this 
remarkable  and  characteristic  document  we  give  a  sentence  or  two :  "  The 
petition  of  Thomas  Carlyle,  a  writer  of  books,  Humbly  showeth,  That  your 
petitioner  has  written  certain  books,  being  incited  thereto  by  varioiis  innocent 
or  laudable  considerations,  chiefly  by  the  thought  that  said  books  might  in 

the  end  be  found  to  be  worth  something That  your  petitioner 

does  not  undertake  to  say  what  recompense  in  money  this  labour  of  his 
may  deserve :  whether  it  deserve  any  recompense  in  money,  or  whether  money 
an  any  quantity  could  hire  him  to  do  the  like.  That  this  his  labour  has  found 
hitherto,  in  money  or  money's  worth,  small  recompense  or  i^one :  that  he  is 
by  no  means  sure  of  its  ever  finding  recompense :  but  thinks,  that,  if  so,  it 
ndll  be  at  a  distant  time,  when  the  labourer  will  probably  no  longer  be  in 
need  of  money,  and  those  dear  to  him  will  still  be  in  need  of  it." 

The  various  discussions  on  the  Copyright  Bill,  during  five  sessions  of  par- 
liament, brought  forward  many  curious  points  of  literary  history.  The 
almost  universal  range  of  the  learning  of  Mr.  Macaulay  had  a  great  effect  in 
inducing  the  House  in  1841  to  reject  Mr.  Serjeant  Talfourd's  Bill.  He 
argued  against  the  public  injury  of  a  monopoly  of  sixty  years  that  the  boon 
to  authors  would  be  a  mere  nullity,  but  that  considered  as  an  impost  upon 
the  public  it  would  be  a  very  serious  and  pernicious  reality.  He  maintained 
that  there  would  be  the  danger  that,  when  an  author's  copyright  should 
remain  for  so  long  a  period  in  the  hands  of  bis  descendants,  many  valuable 
works  would  be  totally  suppressed  or  grievously  mutilated.*  On  that  occa- 
sion Serjeant  Talfourd's  Bill  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  seven.  His  long- 
<sontinued  advocacy  of  the  extension  of  copyright  is  held  to  have  been  unsuc- 
cessful *'  chiefly  through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Macaulay  who,  strange  to  say, 
strained  every  nerve  to  defeat  a  measure  calculated  to  give  independence  to  a 
class  of  which  he  himself  was  so  bright  an  ornament."  t  This  judgment 
upon  the  conduct  of  a  great  writer  towards  his  fellows  is  more  than  unkind, 
coupled  with  the  entire  suppression  of  the  fact  that  in  the  next  session  of 
parliament  when  "  the  tardy  act  of  justice  was  done  to  literary  men,"  the 
benefits  conferred  upon  them  were  greatly  increased,  not  only  by  the  insertion 
of  clauses  known  to  have  originated  with  Mr.  Macaulay,  but  by  his  proposi- 
tion for  an  extension  of  time  more  practically  beneficial  than  that  proposed  by 
lord  Mahon.  On  the  3rd  of  March,  1842,  his  lordship  obtained  permission  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  law  of  Copyright,  his  plan  being  that  the  existing 
term  of  twenty-eight  years  should  stand — he  would  make  no  addition  to  the  term 
that  was  certain, — but  that  the  copyright  should  last  twenty-five  years  after 
the  author's  death.  Mr.  Macaulay  proposed  a  different  plan.  He  would  make 
no  addition  to  the  uncertain  term,  but  would  add  fourteen  years  to  the  twenty- 
eight  years  which  the  law  allowed  to  an  author.  The  illustrations  from 
the  history  of  literature,  ancient  and  modem,  foreign  and  domestic,  which 
Mr.  Macaulay  brought  forward,  went  to  prove  that  the  most  valuable  works 

*  To  meet  this  possible  ooDsequence  a  clause  was  introdaoed  in  the  BUI  of  1842. 
t  Alison—"  History  of  Europe,"  chap.  xli. 
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of  an  author  being  generally  produced  in  the  maturity  of  hia  powers,  his 
proposition  would  give  a  longer  term  of  copyright  than  that  of  lord  Mahon, 
"  To  Lear,  to  Macbeth,  to  Othello,  to  the  Faery  Queen,  to  Paradise  Lost, 
to  Bacon's  Novum  Organum  and  De  Augmentis,  to  Locke's  Essay  on  the 
Human  Understanding,  to  Clarendon's  History,  to  Hume's  History,  to 
Gibbon's  History,  to  Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations,  to  Addison's  Spectators, 
to  almost  all  the  great  works  of  Burke,  to  Clarissa  and  Sir  Charles  G-randi- 
son,  to  Joseph  Andrews,  Tom  Jones,  and  Amelia,  and  with  the  single  excep- 
tion of  Waverley,  to  all  the  novels  of  sir  Walter  Scott,  I  give  a  longer  term 
of  copyright  than  my  noble  friend  gives.  Can  he  match  that  list  P  Does 
not  that  list  contain  what  England  has  produced  greatest  in  many  various 
ways,  poetry,  philosophy,  history,  eloquence,  wit,  skilful  portraiture  of  life 
and  manners  ?"*  Sir  Bobert  Feel  supported  the  amendment  upon  the 
original  proposal,  but  at  the  same  time  he  "admitted  the  weight  of  the- 
argument  founded  upon  the  necessity  for  an  author  to  provide  for  his  family 
after  death,  and  on  this  account  he  should  be  glad,  if  possible,  to  combine- 
the  two  propositions,  and  besides  the  forty-two  years  of  the  amendment,  to 
give  an  author's  family  a  right  for  seven  years  after  his  death."  Mr. 
Macaulay  was  against  this  suggestion.  The  proposition  for  the  term  of 
forty-two  years  certain  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  seventy-nine ;  that  for 
a  further  term  of  seven  years  commencing  at  the  time  of  the  author's  death 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  fifty-eight.  The  extension  of  term  was  to 
apply  not  only  to  future  publications,  but  to  books  previously  published  in 
which  copyright  still  subsisted  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act.  There 
was  an  exception,  however,  in  cases  of  existing  copyright  to  the  extension  of 
the  term  to  be  enjoyed,  when  the  copyright  should  belong  to  a  publisher  or- 
other  person  who  should  have  acquired  it  for  other  consideration  than  natural 
love  and  affection,  in  which  case  it  should  cease  at  the  expiration  of  the 
existing  term,  unless  the  extension  should  have  been  previously  agreed  to- 
between  the  proprietor  and  the  author.  The  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1842 
which  had  reference  to  an  increased  and  increasing  class  of  literary  works — 
cyclopsBdias,  reviews,  magazines,  or  works  published  in  a  series  of  books  or 
parts — were  of  the  utmost  importance  both  to  the  interests  of  publishera 
and  of  authors,  which  interests,  rightly  understood,  are  one  and  the  same. 

There  were  no  attempts  to  conceal,  on  the  part  of  the  advocates  for  the 
extension  of  copyright,  that  one  of  the  objects  of  that  extension  was  to 
benefit  the  family  of  sir  AV alter  Scott,  and  to  give  an  assurance  to  the 
venerable  age  of  Wordsworth  that  the  advantage  to  himself  or  his  family  in 
the  popularity  which  had  followed  his  early  period  of  neglect  would  not 
suddenly  cease.  In  the  House  of  Lords,  lord  Campbell,  who  warmly  ad- 
vocated the  Bill,  expressed  his  belief  that  the  copyright  of  some  of  the  works 
of  the  great  author  of  the  Waverley  novels  was  about  to  terminate,  and 
without  the  assistance  of  this  Bill  it  was  doubtful  whether  the  descendants 
of  that  illustrious  man  could  continue  to  occupy  Abbotsford.f  The  case 
with  regard  to  Scott's  works  was  this :  the  copyright  in  four  of  his  poema 
was  expired  at  the  passing  of  the  Act — the  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel,  pub- 


•  **  Macaulay*fl  SpeecLes,"  p.  255. 
t  Hansard,  toL  bciii.  col.  812. 
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lished  in  1805,  ceased  to  be  copjrigbt  in  1833 ;  and  so  Marmion  in  1836, 
Don  Boderick  in  1839,  Sokebj  in  1841.  The  copjrigbt  of  the  Lord  of  tbe 
Islea  would  expire  in  1842,  wben  tbe  copyrigbt  of  Wayerlej  would  alao  be 
at  an  end.  It  was  a  favourite  argument  that  a  monopoly  such  as  was  con- 
templated by  an  extended  period,  would  have  a  tendency  to  keep  up  a  high 
price  in  books.  Lord  Mahon  very  truly  said,  that  "  the  general  diffusion  of 
education,  and  the  desire  for  cheap  books  which  now  prevails,  precludes  the 
possibility  of  prices  being  unduly  raised  by  any  copyright  bill."  Under  the 
extended  term  of  forty-two  years,  the  copyright  of  "Waverley  and  that  of 
six  or  seven  novels,  its  successors,  have  expired.  But  in  1862  those  pub- 
lished between  1820  and  1826  still  remain  the  exclusive  property  of  the 
assignees  of  the  copyright.  It  was  truly  prognosticated  in  1842  that  the 
interests  of  booksellers  "  would  be  better  promoted  by  a  low  price  to  the 
multitude  rather  than  by  a  high  one  to  the  few."  Messrs.  Black  are 
issuing  the  Waverley  novels  in  a  series,  of  which  three  volumes,  originally 
published  at  a  guinea  and  a  half,  are  comprised  in  a  single  volume  at  one 
shilling.  The  case  of  Wordsworth  stands  thus : — he  died  in  1850  in  his 
eightieth  year.  The  old  law  gave  him  protection  during  his  life ;  but  it  was 
an  exceptional  case.  He  was  seventy-two  years  of  age  when  the  Act  of 
1842  was  passed.  Had  he  died  before  the  passing  of  that  Act  the  "  Excur- 
sion" would  have  become  the  property  of  that  class  of  speculators  whose 
position  lord  Brougham  greatly  commiserated.  '^He  could  show  that  as 
much  as  five  thousand  pounds  had  been  expended  in  the  expectation  of  the 
expiration  of  copyrights.  A  man  was  perfectly  justified  in  making  such  pre- 
parations, and  might  already  have  filled  his  warehouses  with  the  intended 
publications.  Was  it  for  their  lordships  to  step  in  and  ruin  those  men  by  a 
sudden  change  of  the  law?"*  In  the  debates  on  the  Copyright  Bill  the 
names  of  Coleridge  and  Southey  were  as  freely  used  as  those  of  Scott  and 
Wordsworth.  Serjeant  Talfourd  called  up  '^  Coleridge  speaking  as  it  were 
from  the  grave."  It  was  well  known  that  great  as  was  the  reputation  of 
Coleridge  in  his  latter  years,  ^*  if  the  income-tax  had  continued  to  the  day  of 
his  death,  the  collectors  of  it  would  have  had  a  sorry  recompense  for  the 
trouble  of  calling  upon  him  for  his  return."  t  Coleridge  has  himself  said, 
"  I  expect  neither  profit  nor  general  fame  by  my  writings  ;  and  I  consider 
myself  as  having  been  amply  repaid  without  income."  X  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^ 
Coleridge's  death  in  1834,  the  copyright  of  many  of  his  poems  had  termi- 
nated with  his  own  life.  His  two  tragedies,  Christabel,  and  a  few  miscel- 
laneous poems,  had  one  or  two  years  of  legal  protection  left  to  them.  His 
accomplished  nephew,  Henry  Nelson  Coleridge,  and  the  poet's  gifbed 
daughter,  the  wife  of  his  nephew,  were  engaged  in  producing  those  admirable 
editions  of  his  works  which  acquired  a  new  value  under  their  hands.  In 
these  labours  of  affection  were  included  a  new  edition  of  The  Friend. 
The  protection  of  the  existing  law  was  thus  sufficient  to  keep  off  the  violat- 
ing bands  of  literary  traders  from  these  bequests  to  posterity.  But  the  new 
law  of  1842  enabled  these  labours  to  be  completed  by  another  son,  Derwent. 

♦  Hansard,  vol.  Ixiii.  col.  802. 

t  A&onymons  Letter,  attributed  to  *'  a  most  illustrioiui  pen^'  by  the  *' Quarterly  Review," 
vol.  Ixix.  p.  225. 

X  Preface  to  tbe  first  and  second  editions  of  his  Poems. 
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We  hare  thus  a  monument  raised  to  the  father's  memory  in  complete 
editions  of  his  works,  which  acquired  a  new  commercial  value  when  the 
world  had  arrived  at  a  juster  appreciation  than  during  his  life  of  that  com- 
bination of  the  poetical  and  philosophical  faculty  which  rendered  him  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  men  of  bis  time.  Sonthey,  the  early  associate  in  literary 
enterprise  of  Coleridge  and  Wordsworth,  was  in  18^  in  a  condition  of  un- 
consciousness as  to  the  rarious  modes  in  which  his  name  was  connected  with 
the  copyright  question.  His  overtasked  intellect  had  given  way  a  few  years 
before,  and  he  was  quite  insensible  to  what  was  said  in  parliament  by  friends 
or  foes— equally  indifferent  to  the  just  eulogies  of  Mr.  Monckton  Milnes,  or 
to  the  vulgar  ridicule  of  Mr.  Wakley.  This  gentleman — who  not  only  held  a 
coroner's  inquest  in  a  jocose  fashion  upon  *'  mighty  poets  in  their  misery  dead," 
but  volunteered  an  appraiser's  estimate  of  the  market  value  and  the  proper 
remuneration  of  living  authors — called  upon  the  House  not  to  be  led  away 
by  sentimental  tales.  Mr.  Monckton  Milnes  answered  the  member  for 
Finsbury,  that  when  he  talked  of  sentimental  tales  he  must  have  heard  the 
tale  of  a  man  of  the  purest  and  highest  life,  who  was  distinguished  in  many 
walks  of  literature, — a  poet,  a  historian,  a  critic, — he  must  have  heard  that 
this  man  was  at  present  bereft  of  his  great  mind,  and  that  his  family  were 
very  dependent  for  their  future  comfort  on  the  event  of  the  debate  of  that 
night.* 

Dismissing  the  individual  consideration  of  the  influence  upon  the  fortunes 
of  their  representatives  effected  by  the  Copyright  Bill  of  1842,  we  may  briefly 
recapitulate  the  names  of  a  few  eminent  writers,  belonging  to  what  is  called 
the  Georgian  era,  who  had  then  recently  paid  the  debt  of  nature.  Of  poets, 
Crabbe  had  died  in  1832 ;  James  Hogg  in  1835.  Of  novelists,  John  Gait  had 
clied  in  1839,  at  the  age  of  sixty.  Whilst  Scott  was  in  the  height  of  his  repu- 
tation as  a  delineator  of  the  past  manners  of  his  coontrymen,  Gait  was  noting 
with  minute  accuracy  the  domestic  characteristics  of  the  humbler  classes  of 
Scotland  in  his  own  day.  The  Ayrshire  Legatees  was  published  in  1820  ; 
the  Annals  of  the  Parish,  which  appeared  in  1821,  established  Gulfs  repu- 
tation. More  interesting  perhaps  at  the  present  time  than  either  of  these  is 
his  Lawrie  Todd.  This  is  not  only  the  true  picture  of  a  Scotchman  in 
America,  but  a  most  graphic  representation  of  the  extraordinary  process  by 
which  mighty  cities  have  grown  up  in  the  forest  and  the  swamp.  The  per- 
severing labours  of  adventurers  such  as  the  "  splorifying"  Lawrie  have,  during 
the  last  half  century,  built  miserable  shanties  on  the  bank  of  many  a  solitary 
river  which  has  now  its  vast  quays  and  warehouses — large  constituent  parts 
ef  a  mighty  empire ;  yet  an  empire  too  extensive  not  ultimately  to  be  sepa- 
rated by  conflicting  interests,  although  long  held  together  by  the  silken  thread 
of  a  federal  union.  Theodore  Hook  died  in  1841.  He  was  essentially  the 
novelist  of  those  manners  which  came  to  an  end  very  soon  after  the  close  of 
the  reign  of  the  last  of  the  Georges.  The  clever  youth,  of  whom  the  Begent 
declared  that  "  something  must  be  done  for  Hook'* — ^not  for  his  wisdom  or 
his  virtue,  but  for  his  powers  of  mimicry — had  five  years  in  the  Mauritius  of 
luxurious  gratification  out  of  his  enormous  salary  as  Accountant-general  of 
the  colony.    He  returned  to  England  a  defaulter  rather  from  carelessness  than 


*  Hansard/  vol.  Ixi.  col.  1389. 
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dishonestj ;  and  from  1824  to  1841  wrote  Borae  dozen  noyels^  whose  aggregate 
Tolumes  amount  to  forty.  These  productions  constitute  an  important  item  in 
the  collection  known  as  "  Standard  Novelists."  If  a  reader  unacquainted  with 
the  literature  of  the  last  generation  were  to  open  these  novels,  from  Sajinga 
and  Doings  to  Gilbert  Gurnej,  and  therein  expect  to  find  a  "standard" 
of  wit  or  humour — even  of  that  worldly  wisdom  which  results  from  a  lai^e 
observation  and  clearsighted  estimate  of  manners — we  apprehend  that,  reason* 
ing  from  a  part  to  the  whole,  he  would  come  to  very  unsound  conclusions  upon 
the  literary  characteristics  of  an  age  that  had  produced  Maria  Edgeworth  and 
Jane  Austen.  Hook's  novels  are  essentially  artificial.  He  was,  we  trust,  the 
last  of  that  race  of  authors  who,  without  being  the  hired  servants  of  the  great, 
found  a  place  at  their  tables  for  the  sole  purpose  of  contributing  to  their 
amusement,  like  the  jesters  of  the  middle  ages;  the  last  of  those  who^ 
indulging  the  belief  that  they  were  valued  in  their  higher  capacity  as  men  of 
letters,  arrogated  a  place  in  the  fashionable  world,  and  devoted  all  their  small 
powers  of  ridicule  to  depict  the  violations  of  the  conventionalities  amongst 
the  middle  classes.  Hook  was  almost  the  last  of  what  was  called  the  "  silver^ 
fork  school."  It  was  a  school  that  flourished  before  Aeform-biils  and  rail* 
roads ;  and  its  disciples  long  persisted  in  their  ignorant  endeavour  to  paint 
the  domestic  life  of  the  flourishing  citizen  as  uniformly  vulgar,  and  in  their 
base  delineations  of  the  struggles  of  honest  poverty  as  revolting  and  dis- 
reputable. Every  invention  of  industry,  every  social  arrangement,  which  had 
a  tendency  to  put  high  and  low  on  a  level  of  convenience  and  comfort;,  was 
hateful  to  such  writers  and  to  their  fashionable  admirers. 

At  the  time  when  Theodore  Hook  flourished,  in  company  w^ith  a  host  of 
imitators  who  combined  the  dandyism  of  the  drawing-room  with  the  ignorance 
of  the  servants'  hall,  the  tone  of  periodical  criticism  was  as  essentially  artifi* 
cial  as  the  novels  and  poems  which  it  held  up  to  popular  admiration.  It  was 
characteristic  of  the  ephemeral  criticism  which  seized  only  upon  the 
amusing  portions  of  new  books  for  extracts  to  administer  to  a  lazy  taste  for 
the  superficial  and  exciting,  that  a  sort  of  antagonism  was  fomented  between 
the  class  who  desired  to  instruct  and  t)ie  class  who  sought  only  to  amuse.  It 
was  the  same  dispute  which  Swift  has  so  happily  described  in  The  Battle  of 
the  Books,  between  the  Spider  and  the  Bee.  The  ^' man  of  genius,"  as  he 
called  himself — and  every  small  critic  was  "  a  man  of  genius"  as  well  as  the 
object  of  his  laudation — unconsciously  used  the  reproaches  of  the  Spider  ta 
the  Bee  in  his  periodical  attacks  upon  the  literary  drudge — "  the  obscure 
literary  dnidge  who  has  not  a  single  idea  in  his  head  save  what  he.  filches- 
from  the  British  Museum."  *  Swift's  Spider  was  a  self-producing  creature^ 
like  the  ''man  of  genius."  The  "literary  drudge"  had  his  answer  in  the 
language  of  the  Bee,  who  claimed  to  be  the  nobler  creature  of  the  two,  in  his 
universal  range  bringing  home  honey  and  wax,  instead  of  feeding  and 
engendering  on  itself  and  producing  nothing  but  fly-bane  and  cob-web.  The 
"compilers,"  as  they  were  sneeringly  called — and  ignorantly  called,  for 
what  great  historical  work,  for  example,  is  not  essentially  a  compilation — 
had  the  best  of  the  battle  with  the  professors  of  "  la  Litterature  facile."  The 
habit  of  research,  which  could  not  be  sneered  down,    tended  to  produce 

•  "  New  Monthly  MagMine." 
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that  accuracy  which  gradually  became  necessary  in  journalism  and  even  in 
the  fashionable  novel.  The  value  of  drawing  from  nature  and  realities  had 
been  tested  by  the  example  of  a  young  writer  who  never  looked  upon  society 
or  upon  '*  still  life"  without  seeing  peculiarities  which  he  faithfully  repro* 
duced  in  his  characters  and  scenes.  Dickens  at  once  threw  his  broad  day- 
light upon  the  ''twilight  interim"  of  the  herd  of  his  immediate  predecessors 
in  prose  fiction.  *^  The  mob  of  gentlemen  who  write  with  ease"  could  no 
longer  hug  themselves  in  the  false  application  of  a  dictum  of  Burke's  :  **  It 
is  the  nature  of  all  greatness  not  to  be  exact."  Instead  of  attempting  to 
verify  a  quotation,  the  usual  phrase  of  those  who  dabbled  in  history,  philo- 
sophy, or  criticism,  was,  when  they  misquoted,  "  We  perfectly  well  remember 
that  So-and-so  said."  The  poets  and  novelists,  in  describing  a  landscape, 
never  attempted  to  look  upon  the  face  of  Nature.  Their  storms  and  their 
«unshine  were  derived  from  some  hazy  recollection  of  "  The  Seasons ;"  their 
flowers  and  their  trees  would  have  puzzled  the  greatest  master  of  classification 
to  arrange  even  in  families.  They  gave  the  apple  blossom  to  the  pear,  and 
brought  the  wheat  into  ear  before  the  rye.  In  their  delioeations  of  human 
•character,  vague  generalities  took  the  place  of  the  nice  distinctions  of  passions 
and  humours  found  in  the  great  dramatists  of  the  Elizabethan  age,  and  in  the 
great  novelists  of  the  first  half  of  the  Georgian  era.  Everything,  whether  in 
Nature  or  in  Art,  in  Science  or  in  Literature,  in  the  Manners  of  high  life  or  of 
low  life,  was  indistinctly  painted  in  their  ephemeral  manufacture  for  the  Cir« 
culating  Library.  Their  style  was  made  up  of  a  barbarous  jargon  of  slip-slop 
English  interlarded  with  the  commonest  phrases  of  French  that  had  no  idio- 
matic meaning.  Occasional  dashes  of  slang  and  half-profanity  indicated  that 
the  old  rags  of  the  court-dress  of  Vice  were  still  the  patches  upon  the  easier 
and  neater  costume  of  the  age  which  had  succeeded  that  of  buckles  and  knee- 
breeches.  All  honour  to  a  higher  criticism,  and  to  the  nobler  aims  of  popular 
writers  following  the  increase  of  readers,  this  race  is  extinct.  Each  one  of  its 
many  genii  has  faded  into  vapour,  and  has  gone  into  a  bottle  to  be  sealed  up 
with  the  seal  of  Solomon. 

Little  as  there  was  of  philosophy  in  the  small  criticism  that  prevailed  in 
the  latter  time  of  George  the  Fourth,  it  might  have  had  its  origin  in  the 
popular  expression  of  distaste  to  the  doctrines  of  Utilitarianism,  which  were 
then  advocated  somewhat  dogmatically  in  many  influential  quarters.  The 
•Utilitarian  creed  of  morals,  and  the  political  economy  creed  which  was 
associated  with  it,  were  imperfectly  understood ;  and  they  thus  became 
to  common  apprehensions  the  exponents  of  whatever  was  hard,  and  narrow, 
and  selfish,  in  a  view  of  human  actions  and  motives.  Some  of  the  disciples 
•of  Bentham  and  Malthus  in  many  respects  did  great  injustice  to  the  real 
benevolence  that  was  at  the  root  of  the  principle  of  "  the  greatest  happiness 
for  the  greatest  number,"  and  of  the  principle  that  mankind  has  a  tendency 
to  increase  faster  than  the  food  which  is  to  maintain  an  increasing  popu- 
lation. The  extreme  Utilitarians  could  see  no  object  in  the  pursuit  of 
knowledge  but  the  acquirement  of  something  that  would  conduce  to  worldly 
•success.  With  them  the  Industrial  Arts  attained  their  highest  dignity  in 
ministering  to  the  satisfaction  of  physical  wants.  The  Beautiful  was  not  an 
essential  adjunct  to  the  Useful.  The  Utilitarian  teaching  had  many  important 
results  in  legislation  and  jurisprudence.    But  it  was  wholly  incompetent  to 
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deal  with  the  whole  realm  of  thought.  Literature  refused  to  submit  to  the 
dictation  of  a  new  school  that  soon  produced  its  pedants  in  abundance.  Out 
of  the  contests  of  thirty  or  forty  years  has  grown  up  a  school  of  compromise 
which  best  reflects  the  character  of  our  age. 

It  has  been  expressively  said,  "  All  Literature  is  more  or  less  both  an  effect 
and  a  cause,  both  a  product  and  a  power.  It  both  follows  and  leads.  It 
takes  an  impulse  from  its  age,  and  it  also  gives  an  impulse  to  its  age."  * 
The  amount  of  the  impulse  which  literature  imparts  to  an  age  must,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  depend  upon  the  genius  of  the  writers.  The  opinions 
and  feelings  of  an  age  are  sometimes  so  definite  and  so  strong,  that  the  most 
original  thinker  is  moulded  by  them  into  a  participation  with  the  prevailing 
modes  of  thought,  so  that  at  one  time  every  form  of  literature  is  highly 
coloured,  and  at  another  time  all  its  tints  are  neutral.  Gradually  the  pris- 
matic colours  become  blended  into  an  equable  L'ght,  as  the  political  and 
religious  contentions  of  a  stirring  period  fade  away  into  something  approach- 
ing a  catholicity  of  opinion.  A  period  of  quietude  succeeds  a  period  of 
excitement.  After  the  outburst  of  fiery  writing  produced  by  the  Prench 
Eevolution,  English  literature  became  for  the  most  part  Conservative.  After 
the  agitation  of  Parliamentary  Beform  had  come  to  an  end,  writers  as  well 
as  statesmen  became  tolerant  and  compromising.  The  liberal  author  was  not 
to  be  hunted  out  of  society  as  an  Infidel  and  a  Democrat ;  the  Conservative 
was  not  to  have  the  mob  raised  upon  him  as  a  slave  of  the  Aristocracy  and 
the  enemy  of  the  People.  One  principal  cause  of  this  approach  towards 
forbearance,  if  not  to  union,  was  the  general  spread  of  intelligence.  Extreme 
opinions  flourish  amidst  popular  ignorance.  The  passions  and  prejudices  of 
sect  and  party,  during  a  long  period  of  contention  such  as  the  half  century 
before  the  age  of  Victoria,  influenced  every  expression  of  thought  ixk 
Philosophy,  in  History,  in  Poetry,  in  Prose  Fiction.  It  came  at  length  to  be 
perceived  that  two  halves  of  any  domain  of  letters  are  not  equal  to  the 
whole ;  that  the  useful  and  the  beautiful  could  not  be  advantageously  culti- 
vated apart  like  a  potato-field  and  a  flower  garden  ;  that  as  the  classical  and 
the  romantic  schools  of  the  French  drama  were  gradually  blending,  so,  in 
History,  it  was  not  absolutely  necessary  to  leave  the  Picturesque  to  the 
Novelist,  and  the  Literal  to  the  Chronicler ;  that  Poetry  would  acquire  a  new 
charm  by  an  infusion  of  the  real  with  the  imaginative,  as,  rightly  applied, 
Pre-Baphaelism  would  work  out  a  needful  reform  in  the  highest  and  the 
humblest  Art.  It  is  enough  for  us  to  indicate  this  change,  without 
attempting  any  formal  illustration  of  the  progress  of  all  literature  in  the 
present  generation  towards  a  certain  homogeneousness. 

Of  the  Historians  of  this  period  those  who  have  exercised  the  greatest 
influence  upon  their  age  have  been  Henry  Hallam,  Thomas  Babington 
Macaulay,  and  Thomas  Carlyle.  As  the  office  of  historian  has  a  wider  range 
than  the  description  of  public  events,  each  of  these  writers  was  also  Essayist 
and  Critic.  Their  modes  of  treating  the  Past  and  the  Present  were  as.  esseiv- 
tially  different  as  their  mental  characteristics.  Ouizot  has  described  with 
more  than  ordinary  animation  a  visit  to  Westminster  Abbey  in  1840  in 
which  Macaulay  was  his  cicerone.    During  three  or  four  hours  they  walked. 

*  G.  I.  Craik,  '^Eoglish  literature  and  Language^*'  vol.  ii.  p.  522. 
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together  through  this  monumental  gallery  of  the  English  nation.     "At 
every  step,"  says  the  memoir- writer,  "I  stopped,  or  Mr.  Macaulay  stopped 
me.     Sometimes  answering  my  questions,  sometimes  anticipating  them,  he 
explained  to  me  an  allegorical  sculpture,  he  recalled  to  me  a  forgotten  fact, 
he  related  to  me  an  anecdote  little  known,  he  recited  to  me  some  fine  passage 
from  the  poet  or  the  orator  at  whose  name  we  paused.     ...    As  the 
great  dead  of  Italy  throng  around  the  passage  of  Dante,  so  the  most  illus- 
trious personages  of  English  History  and  Literature  came  out  of  their  tombs 
before  me,  at  the  voice  of  a  representative  full  worthy  of  them."  *     From 
the  stores  of  his  prodigious  memory  Macaulay  thus  improvised  the  learning 
which  he  elaborated  in  his  writings.      This  eloquent  monologue — for  who 
that  knew  the  illustrious  cicerone  could  doubt  that  his  ordinary  monologue 
would  in  such  a  position  almost  become  an  oration — this  monologue  was 
uttered  some  seven  years  before  the  publication  of  the  first  two  volumes  of 
"  The  History  of  England  from  the  Accession  of  James  II.'*     The  great 
purpose  of  that  History  had  been  long  seething  in  the  mind  of  him  who,  in 
his  earliest  writings,  exhibited  "  his  tendency  to  concentrate  his  thoughts 
upon  a  single  subject, — ^the  rescue  of  our  native  English  liberties  from  the 
futile  and  wearisome  tyranny  of  the  Stuarts,  and  the  consolidation  of  those 
liberties  by  the  settlement  of  the  Ee volution."  t     If  the  subject  had  been 
in  his  mind  from  the  time  when,  in  1824,  he  wrote  in  "  Knight's  Quarterly 
Magazine"  his  "  Conversation  between  Mr.  Abraham  Cowley  and  Mr.  John  * 
Milton  touching  the  great  Civil  War,"  the  mode  of  treating  it  was  also  in 
his  mind  when,  in  1828,  he  wrote  in  "  The  Edinburgh  Eeview"  his  article 
on  "  The  Constitutional  History  of  England  from  the  Accession  of  Henry 
VII.  to  the  death  of  Qeorge  II.  by  Henry  Hallam."     He  therein  complains 
that  we  have  good  historical  romances  and  good  historical  essays ;  that  the 
imagination  and  the  reason  have  made  partition  of  that  province  of  literature, 
and  hold  their  respective  portions  in  severalty,  instead  of  holding  the  whole 
in  common.     "  To  make  the  past  present,"  he  says,  "  to  bring  the  distant 
near,  to  place  us  in  the  society  of  a  great  man  or  on*  the  eminence  which 
overlooks  the  field  of  a  mighty  battle,  to  invest  with  the  reality  of  human 
flesh  and  blood  beings  whom  we  are  too  much  inclined  to  consider  as  per- 
sonified qualities  in  an  allegory,  to  call  up  our  ancestors  before  us  with  all 
their  peculiarities  of  language,  manners,  and  garb,  to  show  us  over  their 
houses,  to  seat  us  at  their  tables,  to  rummage  their  old-fashioned  wardrobes, 
to  explain  the  uses  of  their  ponderous  furniture,  these  parts  of  the  duty 
which  properly  belongs  to  the  historian  have  been  appropriated  by  the  his- 
torical novelist.     ...     Sir  Walter  Scott  gives  us  a  novel ;  Mr.  Hallam  a 
critical  and  argumentative  history.     Both  are  occupied  with  the  same  matter. 
But  the  former  looks  at  it  with  the  eye  of  a  sculptor.     His  intention  is  to 
give  an  express  and  lively  image  of  its  external  form.     The  latter  is  an 
anatomist.     His  task  is  to  dissect  the  subject  to  its  inmost  recesses,  and  to 
lay  before  us  all  the  springs  of  motion  and  all  the  causes  of  decay."  %    It 
was  for  Macaulay,  by  a  wonderful  combination  of  the  two  great  attributes  of 
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History  and  Romance,  to  buildup  a  narratiTe  that  with  the  greatest  power  of 
charming  the  Fancj  compelled,  with  very  few  exceptions,  the  submission  of 
the  Eeason.  Where  he  fails  it  is  where  he  is  carried  away  by  the  ardour 
of  bis  political  feelings  and  habits  of  thought,  losing  the  historian  in  the 
partizan.  But  this  total  surrender  to  an  overwhelming  impulse  in  some 
degree  ensured  his  triumph.  It  required  no  ordinary  amount  of  energy  to 
turn  the  young  men  and  maidens  who  had  been  nurtured  upon  Hume,  from 
A  sickly  sympathy  with  discrowned  Stuarts  and  plotting  Jacobites ;  to  give 
them,  in  the  place  of  that  sugar-candy  of  History  which  sees  nothing  but  the 
misfortunes  of  the  great  and  forgets  the  wrongs  and  sufferings  of  the  lowly, 
some  more  nourishing  diet — some  diet  fitter  for  a  great  free  people.  His 
view  of  the  Eevolution  and  of  the  character  of  William  of  Orange  was 
producing  its  effects  when  Prince  Albert,  with  the  moral  courage  and 
sagacity  that  were  his  by  nature  and  education,  said,  in  a  large  meeting  of 
Churchmen  on  the  150th  Anniversary  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation 
-of  the  Gospel  in.Poreign  Parts,  "This  society  was  first  chartered  by  that 
great  man  William  the  Third — the  greatest  sovereign  this  country  has  to 
boast  of.''  Some  of  the  Churchmen  winced,  and  thought  of  Sacheverell  and 
aright  divine. 

If  Macaulay  were  not  always  impartial  himself,  he  was  fully  sensible  of 
\the  value  of  impartiality.  He  characterizes  Mr.  Hallam's  "  Constitutional 
History  "  as  eminently  judicial — summing  up  with  a  steady  impartiality, 
turning  neither  to  the  right  nor  to  the  left,  glossing  over  nothing,  exaggerating 
nothing.  But  Hallam  in  his  impartiality  seldom,  we  may  perhaps  say  never, 
compromises  the  great  cause  of  freedom  and  toleration  by  an  indiscreet 
acceptance  of  the  creeds  of  despotism  disguised  under  the  sentimentalism  of 
loyalty,  and  the  creeds  of  bigotry  anathematizing  heresy  and  schism.  Under 
his  somewhat  cold  and  dry  expositions  there  is  a  solid  foundation  of  liberal 
and  generous  sentiment ;  a  profound  reverence  for  truth ;  a  deep  respect  for 
popular  rights,  measured,  however,  by  a  natural  dread  of  extreme  democratic 
opinions.  In  the  work  which  preceded  his  Constitutional  History — "  Europe 
during  the  Middle  Ages," — there  is  more  of  colour  filling  up  the  clear  out- 
line ;  but  he  has  a  distinct  perception  of  the  task  before  him.  Its  limited 
extent,  its  character  of  dissertation  rather  than  of  narrative,  "  must  neces- 
^sarily  preclude  that  circumstantial  delineation  of  events  and  of  characters 
upon  which  the  beauty  as  well  as  usefulness  of  a  regular  history  so  mainly 
depends."* 

Macaulay  is  well  described  as  "  having  knocked  out  the  brains  of  the 
'Stuart  superstition."  f  The  third  eminent  historian  of  the  Victorian  era  has 
done  something  more  than  aid  in  this  salutary  work  of  destruction — he  has 
taught  us  how  to  appreciate  one  of  the  greatest  of  England's  sons — warrior, 
statesman,  patriot—and  yet  king-killer.  Mr.  Carlyle  has  cleared  away  the 
rubbish  that  two  centuries  had  accumulated  round  the  memory  of  Cromwell ; 
.and  has  raised  for  him  a  monument  that  will  endure  when  some  of  the  marble 
.shall  have  perished  amongst  which  his  statue  has  no  place.  Partizan  as  Mr. 
Carlyle  is,  he  is  not  the  partizan  of  party.    His  reverence  is  for  the  indi* 

•  "  Middle  Age**'— Preface  to  Pint  Edition,  1818. 
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▼idual.  He  bows  before  intellectual  power  of  which  it  is  the  nature  gene- 
rallj  to  obtain  the  mastery  over  fortune ;  and  thus  by  some  he  is  held  in  his 
hero-worship  to  be  the  idolater  of  success  rather  than  of  virtue.  Unques- 
tionablj  his  contempt  for  the  weak  is  somewhat  too. decided — ^for  those  who 
halt  between  two  opinions — for  those  who  compromise  the  right  with  the 
expedient.  Shams  and  unveracities,  that  absolutism  rides  over,  are  the  abomi- 
nations of  a  balancing  age  which  it  is  his  business  to  underrate.  With  a 
style  which  is  well  suited  to  the  original  character  of  his  mind  in  its  forcible 
quaintness  and  occasional  ruggedness,  there  is  no  writer  of  narrative  who  has 
a  greater  command  of  that  descriptive  power  which  combines  the  rush  of  the 
poet  with  the  minuteness  of  the  naturalist — the  hawk's  swoop  with  the 
hawk's  vision.  Amongst  writers  professedly  aiming  at  word-pictures  there 
can  no  passages  be  found  more  eminently  picturesque  than  many  which  arrest 
the  reader  and  hold  him  captive  in  the  "  French  Hevolution  '*  and  in  the 
"Cromwell." 

The  "History  of  England  '*  of  Dr.  Lingard  comes  down  to  the  Bevolu- 
tion  of  1688.  The  author,  a  Boman  Catholic  divine,  could  not  be  expected 
to  deal  with  the  great  ecclesiastical  reforms  of  three  centuries  wUhout  a 
leaning  to  the  opinions  of  hiii  own  Church.  But  he  is  worthy  of  all  respect 
for  his  abstinence  from  any  attempts  to  proselytize,  and  for  his  general  fair- 
ness in  commenting  upon  the  documents  upon  which  he  claims  the  merit  of 
having  founded  his  narrative.  If  bis  professed  endeavour  to  separate  himself 
as  much  as  possible  from  every  party  be  not  always  successful,  we  may  accept 
his  declaration  that  he  is  not  conscious  to  himself  of  any  feeling  which 
ahould  induce  him  to  pervert  the  truth.*  The  "  History  of  Scotland,"  of 
Patrick  Eraser  Tytler,  is  another  of  those  valuable  works  which  are  based 
upon  authentic  materials.  The  narrative  is  brought  down  to  the  Union  of 
the  Crowns  in  1603.  Thus  dealing  with  events  that  are  not  only  obscure  in 
the  hands  of  the  early  narrators,  but  surrounded  in  all  narratives,  ancient  or 
modem,  with  a  haze  of  national  prejudice,  Mr.  Tytler  has  succeeded  in  telling 
«  great  story  in  a  just  spirit — not  in  an  unpatriotic  spirit,  but  with  a  con- 
viction that  the  historian's  duty  may  be  best  performed  by  looking  at  the 
Past  without  surrendering  his  faith  to  legends  and  traditions  which  only 
represent  the  violence  of  semi-barbarous  times.  Over  the  Anglo-Saxon 
History  new  streams  of  light  have  been  thrown  by  the  learning  of  Sir 
Prancis  Palgrave  and  of  John  Mitchell  Kemble.  The  "  Historical  Essays  " 
of  John  Porster,  particularly  those  on  "  The  Grand  Bemonstrance  of 
1641,"  and  "  On  the  Civil  Wars  and  Oliver  Cromwell,"  form  a  valuable 
aupplement  to  those  "Lives  of  Eminent  British  Statesmen"  which 
appeared  at  an  earlier  period  of  his  distinguished  literary  career.  Lord 
Mahon's  "  History  of  England  from  the  Peace  of  Utrecht  to  1783,"  filled  up  a 
<!onsiderable  gap  in  our  historical  narratives  of  particular  eras  which  require 
to  be  treated  with  fullness  of  detail.  This  is  a  work  which  is  safe  from  its 
conscientiousness ;  pleasing  from  its  equable  flow  rather  than  from  its  occa- 
sional brilliancy;  reflecting  the  mind  of  an  amiable  and  accomplished 
writer,  who  ordinarily  avoids  the  dogmatism  of  a  political  instructor,  and 
flecks  to  inform  rather  than  to  convince*    Lord  Brougham's  "Historical 

♦  Frefiioe— Fourth  Edition,  p.  ir.  r^  1 
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Sketches  of  Statesmen  who  flourislied  in  the  time  of  Gteorge  III.''  would  be 
out  of  nature  if  they  pretended  to  a  similar  calmness  and  reticence.  Yet, 
strong  as  they  occasionally  are  in  their  language  and  tone,  and  therefore  the 
cause  of  much  controyersj,  it  is  obvious  that  the  great  orator  of  half  a 
century  has,  with  all  his  personal  and  party  antipathies,  a  deep  sympathy 
with  honesty  of  purpose,  a  profound  admiration  of  true  eloquence,  a  just 
appreciation  of  the  difficulties  that  surrounded  the  course  of  the  advisers  of 
the  Crown,  when  the  functions  of  the  Constitutional  Sovereign  were  ill 
understood  in  the  lingeriug  superstitions  of  expiring  feudalism.  With  the 
exception  of  Sir  William  Napier's  grand  "  History  of  the  War  of  the 
Peninsula,"  we  prefer  to  leave,  without  any  attempt  to  characterize  them,  the 
historical  narratives  of  our  own  immediate  times.  The  merits  of  Sir 
Archibald  Alison  and  of  Miss  Martineau  are  abundantly  recognized  by 
readers  who  properly  estimate  the  value  of  their  information,  without  being 
disturbed  by  the  opposite  political  tendencies  of  the  one  or  the  other.* 

The  field  of  historical  writing  is  too  wide  for  any  extension  of  these  im* 
perfect  notices  beyond  the  historians  of  our  own  country.  If  our  limits  would 
allow  we  might  devote  a  page  to  a  contrast  between  the  popular  History  of 
Greece  (Mitford's)  in  the  time  of  George  III.,  and  two  great  works  thus 
described  by  an  accomplished  scholar : — "  Within  the  last  fifty  years  more  has 
been  done  by  both  English  and  foreign  scholars  to  elucidate  the  history  of 
Greece  than  at  any  former  period  since  the  revival  of  learning ;  and  the  resulte 
of  all  these  labours  are  two  English  works  on  the  history  of  Greece,  such  as  no 
other  nation  can  boast  of."  The  works  thus  alluded  to  by  Dr.^Leonhard  Schmitz 
are  those  of  Bishop  Thirlwall  and  Mr.  Groie.  The  one  was  commenced  in 
1835,  and  was  greatly  improved  in  1845  ;  the  other,  commenced  in  1846,  was 
completed  in  1856.  Dr.  Arnold's  '^  History  of  £ome"  was  left  unfinished  in 
1842,  when  England  could  ill  afibrd  to  lose  a  man  of  the  purest  virtue  and 
the  highest  ability,  who  so  put  his  heart  into  what  he  did  that,  if  he  had  been 
longer  spared,  he  might  by  his  honest  zeal  have  reconciled  some  of  the  theo- 
logical difi'erences  of  his  time,  and  have  produced  a  nearer  approach  to  recon- 
cilement between  democratic  and  aristocratic  politics.  He  died  when  these 
contests  appeared  to  threaten  formidable  convulsions  in  the  Church  and  in  the 
State. 

Dr.  Johnson,  '^  speaking  of  the  Prench  novels,  compared  vrith  Bicbard- 
son's,  saidy  they  might  be  pretty  baubles,  but  a  wren  was  not  an  eagle."  f 
The  Prench  novels  were  those  which  Gray  had  a  lazy  delight  in  dreaming  over 
as  he  lay  upon  a  sofa  in  his  college  rooms,  and  all  around  him  was  the  dull 
monotony  of  his  half  monastic  life.  Another  generation  turned  away  from 
Srichardson  and  knew  nothing  of  Crebillon.  Our  own  wrens  of  fiction  were 
hopping  about  and  chirruping  their  little  notes  on  every  side  in  the  quarter 
of  a  century  after  Johnson.  How  were  they  petted  in  every  parlour,  aye,  and 
in  every  kitchen,  in  another  half  century !  From  1816  to  1851  there  were  a 
hundred  new  works  of  prose  fiction  published  in  every  year.]:    Prom  1852  to 


*  For  obTioufl  reaflODB  ve  would  only  point  out  *'The  Fiotorial  History  of  SngUnd"  m  a 
gcneial  history  that  supplied  a  great  want  at  the  beginning  of  the  Queen*8  reign. 
•    t  BosweU,  chap.  xxit.  1770. 

t  See  Note  at  the  end  of  thiB  Chapter. 
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1861,  it  may  fairlj  be  conjectured  that  their  annual  number  had  doubled. 
To  catalogue  even  the  names  of  all  the  writers  of  our  own  day  in  this  depart- 
ment would  occupj  many  pages.  There  has  been  a  never-faUing  succession  of 
new  candidates  for  possible  profit— even  for  the  honour  alone  of  appearing  in 
print.  In  most  cases  bom  and  dying  like  the  Mayfly,  they  were  perhaps  to  be 
envied  in  their  one  day's  existence.  But  those  who  have  lived  through  many 
Springs  have  given  manifest  proof  that  their  long  lives  have  not  been  idle. 
Never  were  novelists  so  numerous ;  never  were  the  works  of  the  enduring 
ones  so  voluminous.  Shall  we  offend  sir  Edward  Bulwer  Lytton  if  we  record 
that  he  began  writing  novels  in  the  seventh  year  of  Greorge  the  Fourth,  and 
is  still  writing  novels  in  the  twenty-flfth  year  of  Victoria, — that  there  is 
not  a  province  of  fiction  into  which  he  has  not  made  a  foray,  and  carried 
off  the  richest  spoils?  Mr.  James  was  in  1825  aspiring  to  be  the 
imitator,  if  not  the  rival,  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  had  scarcely  given 
up  his  especial  function  of  re-vivifying,  in  an  apparently  endless  series, 

**  Great  heaps  of  ruinous  mortality,*' 

when  his  own  mortal  career  was  terminated  in  1860.  Captain  Marryat  did 
not  begin  to  write  till  he  was  nearly  forty,  and  he  died  when  he  was  fifty-six  j 
but  in  that  period  he  produced  a  novel  each  year.  Dickens  was  writing 
''  Sketches  by  Boz"  in  1836 ;  he  was  writing  ''  Great  Expectations"  in  1861. 
Of  his  voluminousness  it  may  be  sufiicient  to  say  that  his  eight  larger  serial 
stories,  according  to  a  typographical  estimate,  contain  nearly  double  the 
quantity  of  the  four  great  novels  of  Fielding  and  the  five  of  Smollett.  Aina- 
worth  published  ^'Bookwood*' in  1834;  he  is  still  lingering  around  prisons 
and  palaces  and  civic  banqueting-halls.  Thackeray  was  not  a  novelist  proper 
till  1846 ;  but  what  a  large  space  has  he  filled  in  the  world's  eye  during  the 
sixteen  years  between  "  Vanity  Fair**  and  the  "  Adventures  of  Philip.**  The 
Idleness  of  Authors  must  be  classed  with  the  false  beliefs  of  another  age. 

It  would  be  as  manifeatly  impossible,  as  it  would  be  unnecessary,  for  us 
to  follow  the  flights  even  of  the  eagles.  Many  there  are  who  cannot  be 
classed  amongst  '^  the  little  birds,"  but  whose  names  we  can  only  indicate. 
Some  have  a  moderate  share  of  surviving  reputation,  such  as  the  novelists  of 
Irish  life,  John  Banim,  William  Carleton,  and  Charles  James  Lever. 
Charlotte  Btont^,  who  first  awakened  the  world  to  an  appreciation  of  her 
remarkable  genius  in  1847,  has  been  too  prematurely  removed,  before  a  wider 
experience  might  have  mellowed  her  views  of  life  without  impairing  their 
originality.  A  greater  has  succeeded  to  the  elevated  seat  which  she  filled — 
the  authoress  of  "  Adam  Bede.*'  Let  us  proceed  to  a  few  general  observations 
upon  the  increased  and  increasing  prevalence  of  prose-fiction,  and  upon  its 
general  tendencies  in  obedience  to  the  character  and  influence  of  the  era  in 
which  its  writers  are  living. 

Superficially  considered,  an  age  of  novel-reading  might  be  pronounced  to 
be  an  idle  and  a  frivolous  age.  Yet  the  living  generation  is  far  more  hardly 
worked  than  the  generation  immediately  preceding  ;  its  work  is  exhausting, 
its  pace  is  killing,  compared  with  the  times  before  the  French  Bevolution. 
Yet  the  age  is  not  frivolous,  as  in  other  times  and  other  countries,  for  it  is  a 
home-keeping  age,  and  its  pleasures  are  of  a  domestic  character.  And  home 
pursuits  and  habits  have  made  the  Novel  take  the  place  of  the  Comedy    We, 
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may  repeat  a  few  sentences  we  have  written  elsewhere :   "  It  is  remarkable 
how,  within  the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  the  Novel  has  been  the  principal 
reflector  of  manners — how  the  players  have,  to  a  great  extent,  foregone  their 
function  of  being  '  the  abstracts  and  brief  chronicles  of  the  time.'     It  was 
not  so  when  Fielding  and  Smollett  held  '  the  mirror  up  to  nature'  in  the 
modern  form  of  fiction,  whilst  G-oldsmith  and  Sheridan  took  the  more  ancient 
dramatic  method  of  dealiug  with  humours  and  fashions.     The  stage  has  still 
its  sparkling  writers — England  is  perhaps  richer  in  the  laughing  satire  and 
fun  of  journalism  than  at  any  period.     But  the  novel,  especially  in  that  cheap 
issue  which  finds  its  entrance  to  thousands  of  households,  furnishes  the  chief 
material  from  which  the  future  philosophical  historian  will  learn  what  were 
our  modes  of  thought  and  living — our  vices  and  our  follies — our  pretensions, 
and  our  realities — in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  centuiy."  •    The  severe 
moralist  of  ten  years  ago  might  say,  as  he  may  now  say,  that  the  Theatre  was 
a  rare  indulgence  for  the  middle  classes,  and  was  scarcely  accessible  to  the 
lower ;  but  that  the  Circulating  Library  was  sending  its  seductions  into  every 
household,  and  that  the  fictions  of  the  Monthly  Serial  and  the  Weekly  Sheet 
were  interfering  with  the  serious  thoughts  and  duties  of  life  amongst  all 
classes ;  that,  even  if  they  did  not  corrupt,  they  were  diverting  from  useful 
atudies.    There  was  something  of  justice  in  this  harsh  estimate.    The  so- 
called  mischief,  which  before  the  age  of  Serials  was  confined  to  the  Circulating 
Library,  had  reached  the  humblest  ranks  in  the  Fenny  Weekly  Sheets.     The 
popular  tendency  had  forced  upon  every  weekly  periodical  the  necessity  for 
introducing  fiction  in  some  form  or  other.     The  great  masters  of  fiction  did 
not  shrink  from  publishing  their  creations  in  weekly  or  monthly  fragments. 
The  humblest  hacks,  utterly  devoid  of  knowledge  and  abounding  in  bad  taste, 
could  reproduce  all  the  forgotten  trash  of  the  Minerva  Fress,  in  what  has  been 
called  the  Kitchen  literature.    Their  labours  were  crowned  with  an  enormous 
popularity  in  periodicals  which   founded    their   large  circulation  upon  a 
meretricious  cheapness.     Hence,  for  the  most  part,  a  deluge  of  stories  that, 
to  mention  the  least  evil  of  them,  abounded  with  false  representations  of 
manners,  drivelling  sentimentalities,  and  impossible  incidents.    The  apologist 
for  the  light  reading  of  histime  could  not  shut  hiseyes  to  the  ever-present  fact, 
that  in  proportion  as  the  number  of  readers  had  increased,  the  desire  of  the  mass 
of  the  population  had  been  rather  for  passing  amusement  than  Bolid  instruc- 
tion.    But  his  true  apology  would  be  founded  upon  another  ever-present 
fact.     The  labouring  people  of  this  country  were  labouring  harder  than  any 
other  people,  not  only  from  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  competition 
around  them,  but  through  the  energy  of  their  race.     The  middle  classes 
were  carried  along  that  stream  of  excitement  which  had  grown  from  the 
tranquil   course  of  Denham's  "Thames,"  "though  gentle,  yet  not  dull," 
into  the  rush  of  the  "swift   and  arrowy  Rhone."    The  quickened  Fost, 
Railways,  Telegraphs,  had  made  all  life  go  faster.     The  energies  of  all 
had  become  overtasked.     It  could  not,  therefore,  in  the  nature  of  things 
be  expected  that  much  of  the  reading  of  all  classes  should   have  been 
other  than  for  amusement.     Further,  when  it  was  considered  how  com- 
paratively recent  had  been  the  training  for  any  reading  amongst  a  large 

*  *'  Half  Hours  with  the  best  Authors,"  toI.  It.  p.  489,  «dit.  1843.  •        t 
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{Proportion  of  those  who  had  become  readerEt,  we  could  scarcely  look  for  a 
great  amount  of  serious  application  in  their  short  leisure  after  a  hard 
.  working  day.  The  entertainment  which  was  presented  to  all  whether  in  the 
shape  of  a  shilling  novel  or  a  penny  journal  was  not  debasing ;  it  might 
enfeeble  the  intellect,  but  it  did  not  taint  it.  We  had  got  beyond  the 
scurrilous  stage — the  indecent  stage — the  profane  stage — the  seditious  stage^ 
of  cheap  Miscellanies. 

Let  us  turn  to  another  aspect  of  the  prose  fiction  of  our  age,  in  regard  to 
which  it  would  be  dij£cult  for  the  most  sturdy  utilitarian  to  deny  that  it  has 
accomplished  higher  ends  than  the  supply  of  mere  amusement. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  William  the  Fourth  there  was  a  lady 
whose  zeal  as  a  political  and  social  teacher  has  been  unwearied,  who  came 
suddenly  upon  the  world  as  a  writer  of  an  extensive  series  of  tales,  having  a 
more  distinct  purpose  than  other  works  of  imagination.  Her  purpose  was  to 
teach  political  economy  through  fiction : — 

'*  So  we,  if  children  young  diseased  we  find, 

Anoint  with  sweets  the  yesseFs  foremost  parts. 
To  make  them  taste  the  potions  sharp  we  give."  * 

Miss  Martineau  had  small  encouragement  in  the  onset  of  her  adventure. 
Paternoster  Bow  would  willingly  have  bargained  for  the  sugar  on  the  edge  of 
the  cup  without  the  physic  within.  Gray's  Inn  Square,  wherein  dwelt  the 
Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge,  believed  that  the  sweets 
would  impair  the  efficacy  of  the  physic.  At  length  a  somewhat  obscure 
sectarian  publisher  made  a  bidding ;  and  a  little  volume  was  cast  upon  the 
world  entitled  "Illustrations  of  Political  Economy.  No.  1.  Life  in  the 
Wilds :  A  Tale."  Without  intermission  for  more  than  two  years  came  out 
every  month  a  new  Tale,  with  a  short  "Summary  of  Principles'*  indicated 
therein.  The  success  was  complete.  "  I  take  my  stand  upon  Science,"  said 
the  now  popular  authoress.  "  The  sciences  on  which  I  touch  bear  no  relation 
to  party.'*  Without  inferring  that  Miss  Martineau  did  not  strenuously 
labour  to  fulfil  what  she  considered  her  mission  as  a  teacher  of  political  and 
social  truths,  we  may  venture  to  believe  that  her  skilful  development  of  an 
interesting  story — her  great  power  of  assimilation,  by  which  local  images  and 
scenes  were  reproduced  as  if  they  had  been  the  result  of  actual  observation 
— her  skilful  admixture  of  narrative  and  dialogue — her  ability  to  conceive  a 
character  and  to  carry  it  through  with  a  real  dramatic  power — tbat  these 
qnalities  excited  the  admiration  of  thousands  of  readers,  who  rose  from  the 
perusal  of  her  monthly  volumes  without  the  "  Principles"  having  taken  the 
slightest  hold  upon  their  minds.  Her  triumph  as  a  novelist  was  the  more 
remarkable  as  her  purpose  was  a  mistake  in  Art.  It  was  the  same  mistake 
that  Joanna  Baillie  made  in  her  "  Plays  on  the  Passions."  As  it  was  a 
mistake  to  make  the  conduct  of  a  drama  wholly  rest  upon  the  exhibition  of 
one  intense  master  passion,  it  was  also  a  mistake  to  conduct  a  novel  so  as  to 
lay  aside  roost  of  the  modifying  social  circumstances  which  would  divert  the 
progress  of  the  action,  and  render  a  denouement  according  to  scientific  laws 
at  least  improbable.     Nevertheless,  we  hold  these  remarkable  little  books  to 


*  Tasso— Fairfax's  translation — ^book  i.  canto  3. 
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have,  in  a  considerable  degree,  led  the  way  in  the  growing  tendency  of  all 
novel-writing  to  extend  the  area  of  its  search  for  materiids  upon  which  to 
baild  a  story,  and  to  keep  in  view  the  characteristic  relations  of  rich  and  poor, 
of  educated  and  uneducated,  of  virtuous  and  vicious,  in  our  complicated  state 
of  society,  so  as  to  bring  all  classes  and  conditions  nearer  to  each  other  in  the 
exposition  of  a  common  humanity  prescribing  a  common  brotherhood.  This 
was  the  great  benefit  to  his  age  which  Charles  Dickens  has  accomplished, 
without  having  a  ground  of  scientific  "  Principles"  for  his  social  pictures — 
indeed,  sometimes  too  ostentatiously  despising  the  doctrines  of  political 
economy  in  his  search  after  a  broader  foundation  for  lessons  to  be  implied 
by  his  readers  rather  than  enforced  upon  them.  Whatever  be  the  political 
or  theological  opinions  of  the  more  prominent  novelists  of  the  Yic- 
torian  era,  no  one,  even  twenty  years  ago,  could  get  away  from  the  fact 
that  the  one  solemn  and  imperative  duty  of  every  man  and  woman  in 
these  days  is  to  act  upon  the  precept  of  *' Blessed  is  he  that  oon- 
sidereth  the  poor,*' — ^to  act  upon  it,  not  in  the  spirit  of  alms-giving,  but  in 
the  spirit  of  Christian  brotherhood.  To  understand,  wherever  possible, 
what  are  the  habitual  thoughts  and  feelings  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people ; 
to  go  to  the  root  of  that  isolation  which  separates  the  receiver  of  wages  from 
the  capitalist ;  to  see  where  the  scientific  laws  which  regulate  Labour  and 
Capital  press  unequally,  and  how  their  inevitable  tendency  to  a  segregation 
of  classes  can  be  modified ;  to  ascertain  what  is  the  true  nature  of  the 
popular  prejudice  which  requires  to  be  enlightened  on  political  questions ; 
to  cast  away  all  undue  suspicion  of  democratic  opinions  and  of  religious 
dissent,  and  to  open  as  wide  as  prudence  may  prescribe  the  doors  of  the  Senate 
and  of  the  Church ;  lastly,  to  trace  crime  to  its  dens,  and  finding  out  how 
much  it  is  identified  with  misery  and  with  that  barbarism  which  sits  grim 
and  dangerous  by  the  side  of  civilization,  to  abate  if  possible  the  want,  and 
to  remove  the  ignorance  before  the  dimness  of  the  child  becomes  the  total 
darkness  of  the  adult ; — such  are  the  duties  which  it  is  the  especial  honour 
of  many  of  the  present  race  of  our  writers  of  prose  fiction  to  have  success- 
fully inculcated.  They  have  brought  us  to  know  our  fellows  in  the  great 
community  to  which  we  belong.  It  is  a  knowledge  which  promises  safety 
to  the  great  and  to  the  rich ;  to  the  landowner  and  the  merchant ;  to  the 
lawyer  and  the  divine;  to  all  who  serve  the  State  in  administrative  functions; 
to  the  secular  teacher,  and  even  to  the  abstracted  student  who  would  "  let 
the  world  slip :" — '*  Blessed  is  he  that  considereth  the  poor ;  the  Lord  will 
deliver  him  in  time  of  trouble."  All  honour  to  those  beguilers  of  life's  duU 
hours  who  have  laboured  to  bring  us  all  to  a  knowledge  of  each  other  by 
repeated  efforts,  such  as  those  of  Charles  Dickens ;  to  the  illustrious  females, 
such  as  Elizabeth  Ghiskell,  who  have  seen  in  this  work  an  especial  vocation ; 
to  a  band  of  manly  thinkers,  of  whom  Charles  Kingsley  is  the  type.  They 
have  their  reward,  though  not  a  complete  one,  in  seeing  the  great  change 
which  marks  the  difference  between  1831  and  1861.  The  author  of  "  Alton 
Locke,"  who,  from  his  recollections  of  twenty  years  ago,  drew  a  painful 
picture  of  the  hateful  severance  of  clashes,  thus  describes  the  great  change 
which  presents  itself  to  his  view  in  1862  :  "  Before  the  influence  of  religion, 
both  Evangelical  and  Anglican ;  before  the  spread  of  those  liberal  principles, 
founded  on  common  humanity  and  justice,  the  triumph  of  which  we  owe  to 
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the  courage  and  practical  good  sense  of  the  Whig  party ;  before  the  example 
of  a  Court,  virtuous,  humane,  and  beneficent ;  the  attitude  of  the  British 
upper  classes  has  undergone  a  noble  change.  There  is  no  aristocracy  in  the 
world,  and  there  never  has  been  one  as  far  as  I  know,  which  has  so  honour- 
ably repented,  and  brought  forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance ;  which  has  so 
cheerfully  asked  what  its  duty  was,  that  it  might  do  it.  It  is  not  merely 
enlightened  statesmen,  philanthropists,  devotees,  or  the  working  clergy, 
hard  and  heartily  as  they  are  working,  who  have  set  themselves  to  do  good 
as  a  duty  specially  required  of  them  by  creed  or  by  station.  In  the  gene- 
ffality  of  younger  hiymen,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  a  humanity  (in  the  highest 
sense  of  the  word)  has  been  awakened,  which  bids  fair,  in  another  genera- 
tion, to  abolish  the  last  remnants  of  class  prejudices  and  class  grudges."  * 

The  novels  of  Mr.  Thackeray  are  signal  examples  of  a  great  change  in 
the  mode  of  conducting  prose  fiction.  When  Ghirrick  played  Macbeth  in 
the  court  costume  of  the  reign  of  Anne,  the  pit  did  not  hiss  the  anachronism. 
When  the  bold  baron  of  the  Minerva  Press  talked  to  his  ladye-love  in  the 
style  of  Sir  Fopling  Flutter,  the  scene  of  their  passion  might  have  equally 
fitted  Alnwick  Castle  or  Sion  House.  The  trusting  reader  did  not  regard 
language,  or  costume,  or  local  colouring,  as  in  any  way  essential  to  the 
development  of  a  story  whether  of  the  15th  or  the  19th  century.  Mr. 
Thackeray  saw  the  great  vulgar  and  the  little  vulgar  of  the  Club  or  the 
Drawing-Boom,  when  he  first  looked  around  him  for  his  materials  for  satire, 
and  he  laid  them  bare  in  his  '^Book  of  Snobs."  He  has  painted  the  passion 
for  notoriety,  the  childish  ostentation,  the  sacrifice  of  comfort  for  show,  the 
pride  that  goes  before  a  fall,  the  money-worship  of  the  scheming  mothers,  the 
:flirtationB  of  the  ambitious  daughters,  the  sycophancy,  the  hypocrisy,  the  selfish- 
ness of  his  own  age.  He  has  shown  the  same  inner  Ufe  in  the  days  of  "  two  pages 
and  a  chair,"  of  buckles  and  periwigs.  But  he  never  confounds  the  characteris- 
tics of  the  Fast  and  the  Present.  If  there  is  often  a  family  likeness  in  his 
portraits,  he  is  careful  to  individualize  them  by  peculiarities  characteristic  of 
the  shifting  fashions  of  a  generation.  '^  The  Virginians  "  belong  to  the  time 
when  Decorum  sat  prim  and  solemn  by  the  side  of  George  and  Charlotte  at 
Kew  ;  when  if  the  high-born  wanted  an  occasional  frolic  with  Licentiousness 
they  were  perfectly  indifierent  to  the  effects  of  their  example  upon  the  swinish 
multitude  who  admiringly  looked  on.  "Vanity  Pair"  is  of  the  Eegency, — 
its  noise  and  its  glitter, — the  constable  to  keep  order  in  the  crowd,  the 
profligacy  going  forward  where  justice  stands  hoodwinked  outside  the  door. 

If  any  attempt  only  to  indicate  those  who  have  taken  rank  amongst  the 
Novelists  of  the  Victorian  age  be  embarrassing  from  the  length  of  the  roll, 
what  shall  we  say  of  the  Poets,  whose  name  is  legion.  The  elder,  such  as 
Bowles  and  Bobert  Montgomery,  will  not  be  numbered  by  future  critics  as 
belonging  to  the  same  class  as  the  ephemeral  tribe  of  another  age  that  John- 
son's "  Lives"  have  rescued  from  oblivion.  Allan  Cunningham  and  Bryan 
Waller  Proctor,  who  belong  to  the  middle  period,  are  Worthy  of  long  memory. 
A  younger  race  to  whom  we,  individually,  were  bound  by  ties  of  friendly  in- 
tercourse— Winthrop  Mackworth  Praed,  Sidney  Walker,  John  Moultrie, 
Derwent  Coleridge — may  perhaps  be  more  impartially  estimated  by  others, 
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bat  by  none  with  a  more  hearty  esteem  for  those  who  are  living,  and  with  a 
deeper  regret  for  those  who  were  too  prematurely  taken  away.  Ebenezer 
Elliott  will  be  remembered  for  more  enduring  qualities  than  are  displayed  in 
his  "  Com  Law  Bbymes."  John  Clare  is  still  amongst  us  in  the  flesh,  but 
his  true  pictures  of  rural  life  and  of  the  peculiar  aspects  of  his  own  Midland 
scenery  will  never  again  delight  by  that  truth  and  freshness  which  stand  out 
amidst  the  imitative  and  conventional  herd.  Kichard  Monckton  Milnes  has 
accomplished  the  very  difficult  feat  of  taking  a  really  distinguished  position  aa  a 
poet,  without  impairing  his  usefulness  as  a  politician.  Bichard  Barham  was 
equally  successful  in  producing  the  most  humorous  Fabliaux  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  without  compromising  his  character  as  a  clergyman  by  putting  on  th& 
dress  of  a  Troubadour. 

Dramatic  Poetry  had  nearly  reached  its  culminating  point  when  Victoria 
came  to  the  throne.  Sheridan  Knowles,  Bulwer  Lytton,  Leigh  Hunt,  Thomas 
Noon  Talfourd,  James  White,  had  attained  a  well-merited  popularity,  before 
the  time  when  the  scene-painter  and  the  property-man  usurped  the  functions 
of  the  poet.  We  need  not  enlarge  upon  their  merits,  nor  coutrast  them  with 
a  time  which  has  produced  no  drama  to  be  acted  which  is  likely  to  be  known 
after  it  has  dragged  through  a  brief  and  inglorious  life.  We  have  dramas  not 
for  the  stage ;  of  which  those  of  Henry  Taylor  may  be  mentioned  as  noble 
poems,  and  those  of  Eobert  Browning,  of  whom  we  have  presently  to  speak  in 
his  general  poetical  character,  as  vivid  dialogues  without  the  "  business'^ 
which  makes  a  play. 

The  two  great  poets  who  came  early  in  the  fourth  decade  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  to  fill  up  the  void  when  Byron,  and  Keats,  and  Shelley  had  passed 
away,^were  Alfred  Tennyson  and  Robert  Browning.  Wordsworth,  BrOgers, 
Crabbe,  Southey,  Coleridge,  Campbell,  were  still  amongst  us  when  Tennyson, 
an  undergraduate  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  published,  in  1830,  "  Poems, 
chiefly  lyrical.*'  Browning,  educated  at  the  University  of  London,  in  1835 
published  ''  Paracelsus."  Moving  onward  by  different  roads  towards  high 
excellence  and  permanent  fame,  each  is,  in  his  several  way,  a  representative  of 
our  age.  To  Browning  belongs  its  inquiring  and  sceptical  spirit ;  to  Tenny- 
son its  cultivation  of  the  home  aflections,  its  sympathy  with  all  natural  emo- 
tions, whether  belonging  to  the  refined  or  the  uneducated.  To  Browning  it 
belongs  to  follow  Paracelsus  in  his  wanderings  through  continental  Europe ; 
to  see  Pippa  pass  in  the  Trevisan;  to  be  in  Sardinia  with  Victor  Amadeus 
and  Charles  Emmanuel ;  to  celebrate  Colombe's  Birthday  at  Cleves.  In  hia 
greater  Dramas  and  his  Dramatic  Lyrics  nearly  all  his  scenes  are  laid  in 
foreign  lands  which  had  become  accessible  to  Englishmen  in  the  age  of  steam- 
boats and  railroads.  He  leaves  to  others  to  walk  in  English  lanes  and  amid 
English  trees.  This  is  the  landscape  amid  which  Tennyson  moves.  Where 
"  The  lady  of  Sbalott"  dwells, 

**  On  either  side  the  rirer  lie 
Long  fields  of  barlej  and  of  rye.*' 

"  The  Gardener's  Daughter'*  grew  amidst  meadows 

**Dewy  fresh,  browsed  by  deep-uddor'd  kine," 

and  to  the  solitary  garden  comes 

*'  The  windy  clangiog  of  the  minster  clock.'' 
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When  the  poet  leaves  the  familiar  scenes  of  to-day  he  takes  us  into  the  same 
English  landscape  of  the  past.    We  look  upon  "  King  Arthur" 

"  Among  the  mountains  hj  the  winter  sea  ;*' 

Godiva,  "  clothed  on  with  chastity,"  rides  through  old  Coventry,  but  the 
poet  thinks  of  her  as  he  is  '*  waiting  for  the  train."  However  steadily 
regarding  the  Past  and  glancing  at  the  Future,  he  has  still  the  great  nine- 
teenth century  flashing  upon  his  mind : 

''  Yet  I  doabt  not  through  the  ages  one  increasing  purpose  runs, 
And  the  thoughts  of  men  are  widened  with  the  process  of  the  sons."  * 

Tennyson  looked  upon  the  transition  time  of  1832,  when  fear  of  change 
was  perplexing  the  old,  and  hopes  of  a  bright  future  were  leading  on  the 
young,  and  he  thought  of  his  country,  as 

''  A  land  of  settled  government, 
A  land  of  jnst  and  old  renown, 
Where  Freedom  broadens  slowly  down 
From  precedent  to  precedent." 

At  once  the  poet  of  progress  and  of  conservatism,  he  is  essentially  the 
representative  of  the  opinions  that  have  made  our  country  secure,  amidst  the 
war  of  Opinion  which  has  been  raging  all  around  us.  What  Shakspere  was 
to  the  age  of  Elizabeth  as  the  suggestive  poet  of  a  just  patriotism,  Tennyson 
is  to  the  age  of  Victoria. 

We  cannot  close  the  mention  of .  our  Poets  without  adding  the  name  of 
Elizabeth  Barrett,  who  in  wedding  as  true  a  poet  as  herself — one  who  could 
walk  with  her  in  all  the  fields  of  learning — over  whose  thoughts  her  genius 
would  have  a  perceptible  influence — gave  a  double  immortality  to  the  name 
of  Browning.  Nor  must  we  forget  one  who  long  stood  alone  in  the  most 
remarkable  combination  of  humour  and  pathos,  which  gave  him  an  equal 
command  over  laughter  and  over  tears.  Thomas  Hood  was  a  poet  of  the 
rarest  genius ;  and  yet  he  was  classed  by  many  with  the  laborious  manu- 
facturers of  jokes  who  had  little  care  for  any  result  of  their  witticisms  other 
than  the  passing  smile.  Put  Hood's  "  Whims  and  Oddities  "  by  the  side  of 
Colman's  "Broad  Grins,"  and  we  at  once  see  the  almost  immeasurable 
superiority  to  the  merely  grotesque  of  the  "  infinite  jest "  which  belongs  to 
the  "  most  excellent  fancy."  There  was  in  Hood's  table-talk  a  gravity,  almost 
amounting  to  melancholy,  which  surrounded  his  humour  with  a  halo  which 
added  to  its  charm  without  impairing  its  power.  It  was  the  same  with  his 
writings.  The  depth  of  his  sympathies  with  sorrow  and  suffering  burst  out 
in  his  latter  years  in  those  pathetic  lyrics  which  abided  in  the  memories  of 
many  who  were  then  coming  into  the  active  labours  of  life,  and  made  them 
thoughtful  about  more  things  than  money-getting.  The  economist  might 
say  that  "Songs  of  the  Shirt"  presented  a  one-sided  picture  of  human  affairs, 
liigid  moralists  might  afifirm  that  the  frail  self-destroyer  might  better  be  left 
unwept.  Nature  triumphed.  We  believe  that  the  true  relations  of  Labour 
and  Capital,  and  the  just  limitations  of  Christian  sympathy  with  sin,  were 
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better  understood  bj  looking  at  tbe  exceptional  caaas  wliicb  the  Poet  drew 
in  his  day  of  sickness  and  poverty. 

Hood  occasionally  illustrated  his  writings  by  his  own  sketches.  When  he 
died  a  remarkable  publication  was  in  its  full  vigour  in  which  the  Pen  and 
the  Pencil  were  united  to  present  the  ludicrous  aspects  of  human  Hfe,  and  not 
seldom  the  serious  aspects  of  that  sorrow  which  seemed  to  spring  from  legis- 
lative indifference  to  social  evils.  "  Punch"  has  been  one  of  the  most  vital 
emanations  of  this  mixed  quality  of  the  ludicrous  and  the  reflective.  In 
this  school,  Douglas  Jerrold  first  took  that  hold  of  the  public  mind  which  his 
brilliant  wit,  his  ready  sarcasm,  and  his  real  benevolence,  long  commanded. 
In  this  school  Thackeray  first  won  his  spurs.  To  look  over  the  fort^ 
volumes  of  the  twenty  years'  existence  of  ^'  Punch,"  is  to  trace  the  political 
and  social  England  of  the  Victorian  era  through  a  medium  which,  if  the  age 
of  the  Tudors  or  the  Stuarts  could  have  tolerated  such  a  mirror,  would 
have  been  worth  a  wilderness  of  State  Papers,  such  as  we  are  now  rescuing 
out  of  the  dust  of  oblivion. 

We  have  thus  hastily  run  through  three  principal  classes  of  Literature 
which  have  been  *'  both  an  effect  and  a  cause  "  in  relation  to  their  age.  For 
very  obvious  reasons  we  pass  by  the  great  mass  of  the  Theology  of  this  epoch, 
which  the  future  historian  will  have  to  study  as  carefully  as  the  High- Church 
and  Nonconformist  polemics  must  be  studied  to  understand  the  character  of 
the  time  which  produced  Jeremy  Taylor  and  Baxter.  In  the  Episcopal  Church 
of  England,  and  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Scotland,  there  have  been 
heresies  and  schisms,  discords  and  separations,  which  have  left  little  leisure 
for  the  calm  pursuits  of  learned  investigation,  or  the  cultivation  of  an 
eloquence  suited  to  all  time.  The  Butlers  and  Barrows  have  had  few  rivals 
in  logical  profundity ;  the  Lardners  and  Paleys  have  scjarcely  had  adequate 
successors  as  historical  or  textual  commentators.  Those,  we  presume  to  say, 
who  have  most  stood  aloof  from  the  controversies  of  their  own  day  appear 
most  certain  of  a  durable  place  in  the  esteem  of  another  generation.  Such 
appreciation  will,  we  believe,  be  awarded  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Historian,  Bean 
Milman ;  to  Frederick  W.  Bobertson,  the  most  fervent  and  yet  the  most 
tolerant  of  preachers ;  to  those  who  have  walked  in  the  footsteps  of  Arnold, 
and  have  more  enforced  that  Beligion  of  Love  which  is  all-comprehensive^ 
than  the  Worship  which  rests  upon  ceremonial,  and  the  Faith  which  assumes 
to  be  most  Christian  when  it  is  most  exclusive.  But  amidst  the  controversies 
between  the  two  great  sections  of  the  English  Church,  one  great  fact  stands 
out,  to  mark  most  distinctly  that  the  spirit  of  the  age  has  made  its  lleligion 
more  practically  beneficent ;  and  out  of  division  has  compelled  union.  When 
the  Clergy,  whether  Anglican  or  Evangelical,  discovered  clearly  that  apathy  and 
neglect  amidst  surrounding  ignorance  and  vice  were  not  only  a  reproach  but  a 
danger.  Dissent  saw  that  the  area  of  proselytism  was  materi^ly  narrowed,  and 
that  its  triumphs  must  henceforth  be  won  in  the  generous  and  honest  rivalry 
of  all  religionists  in  doing  good — in  Schools,  in  Hospitals,  in  Prisons — ^in  the 
pestilent  Alleys  and  the  marsh-girt  Hovels ;  by  weaning  the  drunkard  from 
his  dram  by  inducing  a  desire  for  knowledge  ;  by  teaching  the  slattern  and  the 
scold  that  discomfort  makes  the  husband  brutal  and  the  child  undutiful.  There 
is  other  teaching  than  that  of  homilies ;  and  all  Christian  teachers  have  learnt 
that  there  is  other  work  for  them  to  do  than  that  which  Sunday  brings. 
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The  essential  dependence  of  all  social  improvements  upon  accurate 
Statistics  has  been  signally  manifested  in  the  period  about  which  we  are 
writing.  The  Political  Economists,  of  whom  without  disparagement  of  others 
-  we  may  mention  John  Stuart  Mill  as  the  most  original  and  influential,  have 
more  than  ever  built  their  Science  upon  Statistics.  Macculloch  and  Porter 
were  individually  leading  the  way  in  supplying  Theory  with  its  only  safe  and 
durable  matenals.  Graham  and  f  arr  directed  official  inquiries  to  more 
extensive  uses  than  the  correction  of  Tables  of  Mortality.  They  made  the 
figures  of  the  Begistrar-General's  Office  subserve  every  amelioration  of  our 
social  condition;  rendering  even  the  most  careless  observer  sensible  that 
health  is  dependent  upon  cleanliness  and  upon  ventilation,  and  that  the 
epidemics,  which  were  once  deemed  the  scourges  of  a  wicked  generation, 
are  the  visitations  of  a  Gracious  Buler  to  teach  Man  to  read  in  the  great 
book  of  Nature  how  sharp  and  certain  are  the  penalties  of  the  social  neglect 
of  His  laws. 

The  scientific  writers,  whether  in  Natural  History,  or  Physiology,  or 
Physics,  or  Mathematics,  are  so  numerous,  and  their  labours  have  pro- 
duced such  mighty  residts  upon  Arts  and  Industry,  that  to  name  the  more 
eminent  would  in  us  be  presumptuous.  It  is  not  for  us  to  speak  of  the 
great  Geologists — Buckland,  Sedgwick,  Lyell,  De  la  Beche,  Hugh  Miller — 
of  the  interpreters  of  primeval  ages  who  have  trod  in  the  footsteps  of 
Cuvier — Owen,  Murchison,  Eorbes — of  those  who  have  compelled  that 
alliance  of  Science  with  Sacred  Texts  which  can  never  impair  the  true  value 
of  Bevealed  Truth.  But  we  may  pronounce  one  word  of  respect  for  the 
teachers  who,  not  stepping  down  &om  their  lofty  heights  of  pure  science, 
have  made  its  abstract  wisdom  lovely  in  the  eyes  of  the  uninitiated — of  such 
as  Brewster,  as  the  younger  Herschel,  as  Sabine,  as  Airy,  as  Babbage,  as 
Arnott,  as  Whewell,  as  Faraday.  Of  the  great  Discoverers  and  Inventors — 
Wheatstone,  of  the  Electric  Telegraph — Talbot,  who  first  showed  how  the  sun 
eould  paint,  and  thus  made  Photography  the  delight  of  the  age,  multiplying 
all  remembrances  of  the  perishing  ruin  or  the  fresh  landsciipe,  and  making 
the  familiar  faces  of  the  parent  or  the  sister  of  the  Eoglish  home  its  truest 
memorials  in  the  Antipodes — of  these,  and  especially  of  the  Chemists,  who 
have  penetrated  more  deeply  than  any  other  philosophers  into  the  hidden 
secrets  of  nature — of  these  the  honours  are  inscribed  on  the  imperishable 
column  which  records  our  ^Victories  over  Matter,  compelling  its  unwilling 
obedience  to  the  service  of  man. 

The  Critics  and  Essayists  abound  in  an  age  whenBeviews  and  Magazines 
abound  more  than  ever.  There  are  distinct  works  which  stand  out  as  self- 
contained  achievements.  The  elder  D'Israeli's  "  Curiosities  of  Literature  ;'* 
Walter  Savage  Landor's  "Imaginary  Conversations;"  Hallam'a  "Intro- 
duction to  the  Literature  of  Europe ;"  "  Guesses  at  Truth,"  by  Julius  Hare 
and  his  brother;  "Essays  written  in  the  Intervals  of  Business,"  by  Arthur 
Helps ;  "  The  Statesman  "  of  Henry  Taylor — these  are  works  of  real  vitality. 
Li  Art  Criticism  Mrs.  Jameson  exhibited  her  remarkable  knowledge  of  the 
religious  symbolism  of  the  Middle  Ages,  whilst  Mr.  Buskin  was  startling  the 
orthodox  critics  by  his  eloquent  originality  on  the  characteristics  of  "Modern 
Painters."  Let  us  add  a  word  on  the  impulse  which  was  given  in  the 
first  ten  years  of  the  Queen's  reign  to  Shaksperean  criticism.    It  would 
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be  arrogant  in  the  author  of  this  History  to  dwell  upon  his  own  labours  as  a 
commentator  on  Shakspere ;  it  would  be  affectation  in  him  not  to  mention 
them  in  association  with  the  names  of  Collier,  Dyce,  Halliwell,  and  Hunter. 
The  spirit  of  inquiry  applied  to  the  illustration  of  Shakspere  and  our  early 
dramatists,  was  in  some  degree  a  continuation  of  the  labours  of  the  commen- 
tators of  the  previous  century,  but  constructed  upon  those  broader  principles 
of  criticism  with  which  Coleridge  had  made  us  familiar.  But  it  was  a  pecu- 
liar characteristic  of  this  era  that  not  only  were  the  lahours  of  eminent  indi- 
viduals, such  as  Falgrave  and  Kemhle,  directed  towards  a  more  searching 
investigation  into  all  questions  of  our  history  and  early  literature,  but  that 
the  deeper  and  more  accurate  spirit  of  antiquarian  inquiry  was  followed  up 
by  the  formation  of  Archsological  Institutes  and  Associations,  not  merely  in 
London  but  in  every  part  of  the  country.  The  same  spirit  gave  rise  to  the 
establishment  of  Publishing  Societies,  such  as  the  Camden  Society,  for  printing 
old  manuscripts  and  reprinting  scarce  books.  These  and  many  other  pecu- 
liarities in  the  literary  tendencies  of  the  Yictorian  era,  afford  satisfactory 
proof  that  the  age  of  loose  research  and  vague  generalities  was  happily  past, 
in  whatever  department  of  literature  aspired  to  a  permanent  influence. 

If  we  were  to  attempt  a  record  of  those  whom  an  age  of  universal  communi- 
cation has  sent  forth  to  explore  the  uttermost  ends  of  the  earth — if  we  were 
to  trace  even  such  persevering  and  sagacious  explorers  amidst  the  dust  of 
ages  as  Layard,  and  such  interpreters  of  the  great  fruitful  past  as  Wilkinson 
— we  might  add  to  the  suggestive  interest  of  our  chapters,  but  should  usurp  the 
functions  that  belong  to  a  more  special  history  of  our  age.  Of  Travel  in  the 
time  of  Queen  Victoria,  there  are  no  details  more  full  of  human  interest 
than  those  which  belong  to  African  research,  and  to  the  Arctic  expeditions, 
the  last  of  which  only  developed  how  our  countrymen  would  persevere  and 
die  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty  assigned  to  them,  and  how  their  followers  in 
the  same  course  would  never  rest  till  a  difficult  problem  had  been  solved, 
whatever  might  be  its  intrinsic  value. 

We  may  conclude  with  a  remark  or  two  on  the  Commerce  of  Literature. 
When  we  look  back  at  the  various  periods  of  English  publication,  and 
consider  how  amazingly  the  aggregate  number  of  books  published  in  any  one 
period  had  increased,  we  must  also  regard  the  size  and  price  of  the  works 
published,  to  form  any  adequate  notion  of  the  general  diffusion  of  literature. 
Even  with  a  general  reduction  of  price  during  a  quarter  of  a  century,  with 
the  substitution  of  duodecimos  for  quartos,  and  with  single  volumes  beyond  all 
former  precedent,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  annual  returns  of  publishing 
in  all  its  departments  had  been  doubled  in  1850,  as  compared  with  1825. 
The  book-trade  was  to  be  estimated,  not  by  the  number  of  the  learned  who 
once  collected  folios,  and  of  the  rich  who  rejoiced  in  exclusive  quartos,  but 
of  the  many  to  whom  a  small  volume  of  a  living  author  had  become  a 
necessity  for  instruction  or  for  amusement,  and  who  desired  to  read  our 
established  literature  in  editions  well  printed  and  carefully  edited,  though 
essentially  cheap.  This  number  of  readers  had  been  constantly  increasing, 
and  as  constantly  pressing  for  a  reduction  of  price  upon  modem  books  of 
high  reputation. 

The  altered  tone  and  ability  of  newspapers  was  decidedly  marked  at 
this  period.    At  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  the  loci^  newspapers 
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"  had  no  editorial  comments  whatever,"  *  and  scarcely  an  original  paragraph. 
The  conductors  of  our  five  hundred  provincial  journals  at  the  end  of  the  first 
half  of  the  century  were  watching  for  every  particle  of  news  in  their  own  dis- 
tricts ;  reporting  public  meetings ;  waiting  for  electric  telegraphs ;  pondering 
upon  grave  questions  of  social  ecpnomy;  and,  to  the  best  of  their  judg- 
ment, fairly  representing  the  course  of  events.  Much  of  this  intelligent  and 
honourable  spirit  they  owed  to  the  progressive  improvement  of  the  London 
Newspaper  Press. 

*  "  Life  of  Edward  Barnes,"  by  his  Son. 
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NOTE  ON  THE  CLASSES  OF  BOOKS  PUBLISHED,  1816  to  1861. 

— ♦ — 

In  1863  there  was  issned  a  "  ClaaBified  Index  to  the  London  Catalogue  of 
Books,  1816-1861/'  in  which  there  are  34  DiyiaionB  of  Classification.  For  a 
special  object  we  took  the  pains  to  analyse  this  octavo  Tolume  of  300  pages,  and 
were  thus  enabled  to  estimate  in  round  numbers  the  sort  of  books  which  the  public 
were  buying,  or  reading,  or  neglecting,  in  these  36  years.  We  found  that  they 
were  invited  to  purchase  in  the  following  proportion  of  classes  :•  — 

Works  on  diyinity 10,300 

History  and  geography 4,900 

Fiction .        .  8,500 

Foreign  languages  and  school-books      .         .         .     .  4,000 

Drama  and  poetry 3, 400 

Javenile  books 2,900 

Medical 2,500 

Biography 1,850 

Lav 1,850 

Science. — Zoology 550 

„  Botany 700 

„  Chemistry 170 

„  Geology.         .         .         .         .         .         .280 

,,  Mathematics 350 

,,  Astronomy       ......       150 

„  Natural  philosophy 800 

2,500 

AitSj&c — Antiquities 850 

„  Architecture 500 

„  Fine  arts 450 

,,  Games  and  sports 800 

„  Illustrated  works 500 

„  Music 220 

,,  Genealogy  and  heraldry    ....  140 

2,460 

Industry. — Mechanics,  &c 500 

„  Agriculture 250 

,,  Trade  and  commerce 600 

,,            Political  economy,  statistics    .         .        .       700 
„  Military SOO 

2,850 

Moral  Sciences. — ^Fhilology,  &c 850 

„  Bducation SOO 

,,  Moral  philosophy    ....       300 

„  Morals 450 

,,  Domestic  economy  ....       200 

1,600 

Miscellaneous  (so  classed) 1,400 

45,510 

Upon  calculations  based  upon  the  London  Catalogues  of  Books  from  1828,  we 
learn  that  after  the  lapse  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  there  were  three  times  as  many 
books  published  as  in  1828  ;  that  the  comparative  increase  in  the  number  of 
Tolumes  was  not  so  great,  showing  that  of  the  new  books  more  single  volumes 
were  published ;  that  the  average  price  of  each  new  work  had  been  reduced 
nearly  one-half ;  and  that  the  average  price  per  volume  had  fallen  about  five 
shillings  below  the  price  of  1828. 
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lUAaniJLTIOH. 


W.  H.  Ainsworth,  born  1805. 

Rookwood,  1834. 
W.  E.  Aytonn,  b:  1818. 

Lays  of  the  Soottiah  Cava- 
lien,  1849. 

P.  J.  Bailey,  b.  1816. 

Festos,  1839. 
John  S.  Blackie,  b.  1809. 

Lays  and  Legends  of  Greece. 
Sir  John  Bowring,  b.  1792. 

Specimens    of   the   Russian 
Poets,  1821. 
C.  Shirley  Brooks,  b.  1815. 

Plays,  1850. 

The  Silver  Cord,  1861. 
Frances  Browne,  b.  1818. 

Poems. 
Robert  Browning,  b.  1812. 

Paracelsus,  a  poem,  1885. 


William  Carleton,  b.  1798. 

Traits  and   Stories    of   the 
Irish  Peasantry. 
John  Clare,  b.  1793. 

Poems  of  Rural  Life,  1820. 
W.  Wilkie  Collins,  b.  1826. 

Antonina,  1850. 

The  Woman  in  Wbite,  1860. 
Eliza  Cock,  b.  1817. 

Poems. 


Sir  A.  Alison,  b.  1792. 
History  of  Europe,  1839. 


Charles  Babbage,  b.  1792. 
Economy  of  Manufactures  and 
Machinery,  1832. 
Edward  Baines,  b.  1800. 
History  of  Cotton  Manufac- 
tures, 1835. 
Robert  Bell,  b.  1800. 

Lives  of  the  English  Poeta. 
George  Borrow,  b.  1808. 
The  Bible  in  Spain;    The 
Zincali,  1841. 
Sir  David  Brewster,  b.  1781. 
On  some  Principles  of  Light, 
1813. 

Henry  Lord  Brongbam,  b.  1779. 
Enquiry  into    the    Colonial 
Policy    of  the    European 
Powers,  1803. 
Historical  Memoirs. 
Political  Philosophy. 
Henry  T.  Buckle,  b.  1822. 
History   of  Civilisation   in 
England. 
(Died  in  1862.)    • 
John  Hill  Burton,  b.  1809. 
Benthamiana,  1848. 
History  of  Scotland,  1853. 
Thomas  Carlyle,  b.  1795. 
Life  of  Schiller,  1824. 
French  Revolution,  1837. 
William  Chambers,  b.  1800. 

Book  of  Scotland. 
Robert  Chambers,  b.  1802. 
Traditions  of  Edinburgh. 
R.  Chesney,  b.  1789. 
Survey  of  the  Euphrates  and 
the  Tigris,  1850. 
Mrs.  Cowden  Clarke,  b.  1809. 
Concordance    to    Sbakspere, 
1845. 
J.  Payne  Collier,  b.  1789. 

Works  of  Shakespeare,  1844. 
G.  LilUe  Craik.  b.  1799. 
Pursuit  of  Knowledge  under 
Difficulties,  1831. 


Speoulatiyb  avd  Saarano. 


G.  B.  Airy,  b.  1801. 

Gravitation,  1838. 
Neil  Amott^  b.  1788. 

Elements  of  Physics,  1827. 


Joseph  Bosworth,  b.  1788. 
Elements     of     Anglo*Sazon 
Grammar,  1828. 
W.  T.  Brande,  b.  1780. 
Outline  of  Geology,  1817. 
Manual  of  Chemistry,  1819. 
Sir  B.  C.  Brodie,  b.  1783. 
Physiological    Researches  on 
the  influence  of  the  Brain 
on  the  Action  of  the  Hearty 
1811. 


W.  B.  Carpenter,  b.  1818. 

Principles     of     Physiology, 
1839. 
Arthur  Cayley,  b.  1821. 

Mathematical  Terminology. 
Edwin  Chadwick,  b.  1801. 

Education  ; 

Sanitary  Improvement. 
John  Cnmming,  b.  1810. 

Prophetical  InterpretatioB. 
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IXAai  NATION. 


Charles  Dickems  b.  1812. 

Sketches  by  Boz,  1836. 
B.  Disraeli,  b.  1805. 

Vivian  Grey,  1828. 


Blizabeth  C.  Gaskell,  b.  1822. 

Mary  Barton,  1848. 
T.  C.  Grattan,  b.  1797. 

Highways  and  Byways,  1838. 


Anna  Maria  Hall,  b.  1802. 

Sketches  of  Irish  Character. 
Mary  Howitt,  b.  1804. 


Forest  Minstrel,  and  other  J.  0.  Halliwell,  b.  1821 


Poems,  1823. 


Sir  B.  S.  Creasy,  b.  1812. 
The  Fifteen  DocisiTe  Battles 
of  the  World. 
Peter  Canningham,  b.  1816. 

Hand  Book  of  London,  1849. 
Wm.  Hepworth  Dixon,  b.  1821. 
John    Howard,    a    Memoir, 
1849. 
Alexander  Dyce,  b.  1798. 
Editions  of   Greene,    Peele, 
Iklarlowe,  Webster,  Shake- 
speare. 
Sir  Henry  Ellis,  b.  1777. 
Introduction    to    Domesday 
Book,  1833. 


William  Farr,  b.  1807. 

On  Vital  Statistics,  1837. 
J.  D.  Forbes,  b.  1809. 

Norway   and    its    Glaciers, 
1853. 
John  Forster,  b.  1812. 

Life  of   Oliver  Goldsmith, 
1848. 
J.  A.  Froude,  b.  1818. 

History  of  England,  1856. 


George  Gilfillan,  b.  1813. 

Bards  of  the  Bible,  1850. 

Gallery  of  Literary  Portraits. 
G.  R.  Gleig,  b.  1795. 

Military  Hbtory   of   Great 
Britain. 
George  Giote,  b.  1794. 

History  of  Greece,  1846. 


Samuel  Carter  Hall,  b.  1801. 
Ireland,  its  Scenery  and  Cha- 
racter; Art  Journal,  1839. 


Dictionary    of  Archaic   and 

Provincial  Words,  1846. 
Life  of  Shakspeare,  1848. 
William  Hanna,  b.  1808. 
Memoir  of  Dr.  Chalmers. 


Speouiativi  and  Scientific. 


Charles  Darwin,  b.  1816. 

Voyage  of  a  Naturalist,  1838. 

Origin  of  Species,  1859. 
A.  De  Morgan,  b.  1806. 

Elements     of     Arithmetic, 
1830. 

Sir  Charles  EasUake,   P.R.A., 
b.  1793. 
Contributions  to  the  Litera- 
ture of  the  Fine  Arts. 
William  EUis,  b.  1800. 

Social  Economy  for  Schools. 
Michael  Faraday,  b.  1794. 
On  Chemical   Manipulation, 
1817. 
James  Feiigusson,  b.  1808. 
Principles  of  Beauty  in  Art, 

1849. 
Handbook  of  Architecture. 
J.  F.  Ferrier,  b.  1808. 
Institutes     of    Metaphysics, 
1854. 
Albany    W.    Fonblanque,     b. 
1797. 
England  under  Seven  Admi- 
nistrations, 1837. 

W.  E.  Gladstone,  b.  1809. 
The  State  considered  in  its 
Relations  with  the  Church, 
1840. 
George  Godwin,  b,  1815. 

The  Builder. 
John  Gould,  b.  1804. 

A  Century  of  Birds  from  the 
Himalaya  Mountains,  1830. 
Thomas  Graham,  b.  1805. 

Elements  of  Chemistiy,  1842. 
Robert  Grant,  b.  1800. 
History  of  Physical    Astro- 
nomy, 1852. 
Thomas  Guthrie,  b.  1800. 
The  Gospel  in  Ezekiel. 
Pleas  for  Bogged  Schools. 

J.  Renn  Hampden,  b.  1792. 
Bampton  Lectares,  1832. 
Sir  W.  Snow  Harris,  b.  1791. 
Rudimentary  Laws  of  Elec- 
tricity,* 1834. 
Sir  J.  P.  W.  Herschel,  b.  1790. 
Examples  of  the  Application 
of  the  Calculus  to  Finite 
Differences,  1820. 
OutUnee  of  Astronomy,  1 849. 
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John  Eeble,  b.  1790. 

Christian  Tear,  1827. 

Lyra  Innooentinm.  - 
Charles  Eingsley,  b.  1819. 

Alton  Locke,  1846. 
James    Sheridan    Enowles,  b. 
1784. 

Leo,  or  the  Gipsy,  1809. 

Walter  Savage  Landor,  b.  1775. 
Poems,  1795. 

Imaginary      Conversations, 
1824—29.  * 
Mark  Lemon,  b.  1809. 
The     Drama;     Editor    of 
Fnnch. 
Samuel  Lover,  b.  1797. 
Rory  0*More,  1831. 
Legends  and  Stories  of  Ire- 
land. 
Sir  £.   L.  Bulwer  Lytton,    b. 
1805. 
Falkland,  1827. 
The  Cartons,  1849. 


Charles  Mackay,  b.  1813. 
Poems ;  Life  and  Liberty  in 
America. 
Gerald  Massey,  b.  1828. 

Poems. 
H.  H.  HUman,  b.  1791. 
Fazio,  a  Tragedy,  1815. 
History  of  Christianity,  1840. 
R.  Monckton  Milnes,  b.  1809. 
Poems ;  Life  of  John  Eeats, 
1848. 
Dinah  Maria  Mnlock,  b.  1826. 
John    TTftHfi^-r     Gentleman, 
1856. 


Arthur  Helpfl,  b.  1818. 
Essays  written  in  the  Inter- 
vals of  Business,  1841. 
The   Spanish    Conquest    in 
America,  1855. 
Wdter  Farquhar  Hook,  D.D., 
b.  1798. 
Ecclesiastical       Biography, 

1845—62. 
Church  Dictionary,  1854. 
WiUiam  Howitt,  b.  1795. 
Book  of  the  Seasons,  1881. 
History  of  Priestcraft,  1838. 

Charles  Enight,  b.  1791. 
Results  of  Machinery,  1830. 
Pictorial  Shakspere,  1842. 


Austen  Henry  Layard,  b.  1817. 
Nineveh  « and   its  Remains, 
1849. 
George  H.  Lewes,  b.  1817. 
Biographical  History  of  Phi- 
losophy, 1845. 
David  Livingstone,  b.  1817. 
Missionary  Travels  and  Re- 
searches in  South  Africa, 
1857. 
George  Long,  b.  1800. 
Civil  Wars  of  Rome,  1844-48. 
Editor  of  Penny  Cyclopedia. 


J.  R.  Macculloch,  b.  1790. 
Principles  of  Political  Eco- 
nomy, 1825. 
Sir  Frederick  Madden,  b.  1801. 
Layamon*s  Brut,  1847. 
Wycliffe's  Bible,  1850. 
Samuel    Roffey    MaiUand,    b. 
1792. 
The  Dark  Ages,  1844. 
Essays  on  the  Reformation  in 
England. 
Harriet  Martineau,  b.  1802. 
Illustrations  of  Political  Eco- 
nomy, 1834. 
History  of  the  Thirty  Tears' 
Peace,  1850. 
David  Masson,  b.  1822. 
Life  of  Milton,  1859. 
Heni7  May  hew,  b,  1812. 
London  Labour  and  the  Lon- 
don Poor. 


M.  D.  Hill,  b.  1792. 

Jurisprudence. 

Reformatory  Legislation. 
J.  R.  Hind,  b.  1828. 

Account  of  Recent  Comets, 
1845. 
J.  D.  Hooker,  b.  1817. 

Flora  Antarctica. 

Flora  Indica. 


T.  H.  Key,  b.  1799. 
Latin  Giummar,  1846. 


Edwin  Lankester,  b.  1814. 

Natural  History. 
R.  G.  Latham,  b.  1812. 

Varieties  of  Mankind,  1850. 
Sir   G.    Cornewall    Lewis,    b. 
1806. 
Influence    of    Authority    in 
Matters  of  Opinion,  1849. 
John  Lindley,  b.  1799. 

Monographia  Rosarium,  1820. 
Alexander  William    Crawford, 
Lord  Lindsay,  b.  1812. 
History    of    Christian    Art;, 

1847. 
Lives  of  the  Lindsays,  1849. 
Sir  Charles  Lyell,  b.  1797. 
Principles  of  Geology,  1833. 

F.  D.  Maurice,  b.  1805. 

The    Kingdom     of    Christ, 
1841. 

Religions  of  the  World. 

Theological  Essays,  1853. 
Henry  Melvill. 

Sermons,  1833. 
Edward  Miall,  b.  1809. 

Voluntary  Education. 

Ethics  of  Nonconformity. 
John  Stuart  Mill,  b.  1806. 

System  of  Logic,  1843. 

Principles  of   Political  Eco- 
nomy, 1848. 
William  Allen  Miller,  b.  1817. 

Elements  of  Chemistry,  1857. 
Sir  R.  L  Murchison,  b.  1792. 

Silurian  System,  1839. 
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Hon.  Mrs.  Norton,  b.  1808. 
The  Undying  One,  And  other 
FoemB,  1830. 


Bryan  Waller  Procter,  b.  1790, 
(BanyComwaU.) 
Dramatic  Scenes,  and  other 
Poems,  1819. 


Leitch  Bitchie,  b.  1800. 
Novels  and  Tales. 


James   Bobinson    Planch^,   b. 
1796. 
History  of  British  Costume, 

1834. 
Dramas. 

W.  Howard  Bnssell,  b.  1821. 
War  in  the  Crimea,  1855. 


Catherine  Sinclair,  b.  1800. 
Beatrice;   or,   the  Unknown 
BelatiTes,  1853. 


Henry  Taylor. 

Isaac    GomnenmL    a    Flay, 
1827. 
Alfred  Tennyson,  b.  1810. 

Poems,  1830. 


Earl  Stanhope  (Lord  Mahon), 
b.  1805. 
History  of  the  War  of  Suc- 
cession in  Spain,  1832. 
History  of  England,  1836. 
Sir  James  Stephen,  b.  17dO. 

Ecclesiastical  Biography. 
William  Stirling,  b.  1818. 
Annals    of  the    Artists    of 
Spain,  1848. 
Agnes  Strickland,  b.  1805. 
Lives    of    the    Qaeens    of 

England,  1840—51. 
Letters  of  Mary  Queen  of 
Soots,  1842. 


Speoitlaciti  asd  Soxurrinc. 


Sir  James  Emeiwrn  Tennent^  b. 

1804. 
History  of  Hodem  Greece, 

1830. 
Ceylon,  an  Aooonnt  of  the 

Island,  1859. 


Francis  W.  Newman,  b.  1805. 
Phases  of  Faith,  1850. 
History  of  the  Hebrew  Mo- 
narchy, 1847. 
John  Henry  Newman,  b.  1801. 
Tracts  for  the  Times,  1833- 

36. 
Beligions  Development. 
Catholicism  in  England. 
Richard  Owen,  b.  1804. 
Directions  for  preparing  Ani- 
mals and  Parts  of  Animals 
for   Anatomical  Porpoiea, 
1885. 

John  Philippe,  b.  1800. 
Treatise  on  Geology,  1887— 

39. 
Bivers  of  Torkshire^  185S. 
E.  B.  Pnsey,  b.  1800. 

Tracts  for  the  Times,  1838-S6. 
Sir  H.  C.  BawUnson,  h.  1810. 

Philology. 
Charles  Richardson,  b.  1775. 
Dictionary   of    the  Bn^ 
Language,  1837. 
Henry  Rogers,  b.  1806. 
Life  of  John  Howe,  1836. 
Contributions  to  Bdinbnigb 
Beview. 
Peter  Mark  Eoget,  b.  1780.   ^ 
Animal  and  Vegetable  Phj«- 
ology,  1834. 
J.  Forbes  Boyle. 

Floraof  the  Himalayan lloiin- 
tains,  1889. 
John  Buskin,  b.  1819. 

Modem  Painters,  1843. 
Edward  Sabine,  b.  17P0. 
Terrestrial  Magnetism. 
Adam  Sedgwick,  b.  1786. 

G^logy. 
Samuel  Smiles. 

Self  Help,  1859. 
WUHam  Smith,  h.  1814. 
Dictionary    of    Greek    wd 
Roman  Antiquitiw,  184^ 
Mary  Somerville,  b.  1790. 
Mecbanism  of  the  H^tens, 

1832 
Arthur  Poirhyn  Stanley. 
Sinai  and  Palestine  m  con- 
neotion  with  their  Hirtoiy, 

John  Bird  Sumner,  b.  ITW- 
Becords  of  Creation,  1810. 

Isaac  Taylor,  b^787. 

Elements  of  ThooghUo-*- 
Alfred  Swaine  Taylor,  b.l8y?j 
On   Poisons  in   Belsto*  ^ 
Medical  Jurisprudenoesnfl 
Medicine,  1848. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CHRONOLOGICAL  TABLE  OP  BRITISH  WRITERS. 


491 


IlfAQIVATION. 


W.  M.  Thackeray,  b.  1811. 
Paris      Sketch     Book,      by 
Michael  Angdo  Titmarsh, 
1840. 
Frances  Trollope,  b.  1790. 

The  Abbess,  1832. 
Martin    Farquhar   Tapper,   b. 
1810. 
ProTerbial  Philosophy,  1839. 


Samuel  Warren,  b.  1807. 
Passages  from  the  Diary  of  a 
Late  Physician,    1830-38. 
Alarie  A.  Watts,  b.  1799. 

Poems,  1822. 
WiJliam  Henry  Wills,  b.  1810. 
Old    Leaves   gathered    from 
HoDsehold  Words,  18d0. 


Connop  Thirl  wall,  b.  1797. 

History  of  Greece,  1845-52. 
William  J.  Thoms,  b.  1803. 
Early  Prose  Romances,  1828. 
Editor  of  Notes  and  Queries. 
James  Thome,  b.  1815. 

Rambles  by  RiTers,  1844. 
John  Timbs,  b.  1801. 
Laconics,  1825-2(5 ; 
Year  Book  of  Facts,  1839. 
Robert  Vaughan,  b.  1800. 

LifeofWycliflfe,  1828. 
Sir  J.  G.  Wilkinson,  b.  1798. 
Materia  Hieroglyphica,  1828. 
Maimers  and  Customs  of  the 
Ancient  Egyptians,  1836. 
Christopher     Wordsworth,     b. 
1808. 
Athens  and  Attica^  1836. 
Ghreece :    Pictorial,   Descrip- 
tive, and  Historical. 
Thomas  Wright^  b.  1810. 
Queen   Elizabeth    and    her 

Times,  1833. 
The  Celt,  the  Roman,   and 
the  Saxon,  1853. 
Matthew  Digby  Wyatt,  b.  1820. 
Specimens  of  the  Geometrical 
Mosaics  of  the  Middle  Ages, 
1848. 


SPKCULATiyB  JLHD  SCISBTinO. 


Tom  Taylor,  b.  1817. 

Life  of  Haydon,  1853. 
R.  C.  Trench,  b.  1807. 

Notes  on  the  Mirades,  1846. 

Philology. 


Archbishop  Whately,  b.  1787. 
Bampton  Lectures,  1822. 
Elements  of  Logic,  1826. 
Charles  Wheatstone,  b.  1802. 
Binocular  Vision ; 
Electric  Telegraph. 
William  Whewell,  b.  1795. 
Bridgewater  Treatise  on  As- 
•    tronomy,  1838. 
Samuel  Wilberforoe,  Bishop  of 
Oxford,  b.  1805. 
Life  of  William  Wilberforoe, 

1838. 
Sermons. 
Robert  Willis,  b.  1800. 
Architecture  of  the   Middle 

Ages,  1835. 
Principles  of  Mechanics,  1841. 
Forbes  Winslow,  b.  1811. 
Application  of  the  Principles 
of  Phrenology  to  the  Elu- 
cidation and  Cure   of  In- 
sanity, 1831. 
Nicholaa  Wiseman,  b.  1802. 
Lectures  on  the  Doctrines  and 
Practices  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  1836. 
Ralph  Nicholson  Womum,  b. 
1812. 
History  of  Painting,  1847. 
Analysis  of  Ornament,  1856. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

Sir  Kobert  Peel,  Prime  Ministeiv-Cominercial  Distress— Birth  of  the  Prince  of  Wales — Agitation 
against  the  Corn-Laws— Sir  Robert  Peel's  Bill  for  a  Sliding  Scale— Lord  John  RusseH's 
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The  miniBterial  arrangements  of  sir  Eobert  Peel  were  completed ;  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons  who  bad  accepted  office  were  all  re-elected. 
On  tbe  16th  of  September,  1841,  the  Prime  Minister  made  a  declaration 
of  his  policy  in  the  most  explicit  terms,  which  policy  amounted  to  this,  that 
not  a  word  would  be  utter  of  what  he  intended  to  do.  He  asked  for  the 
confidence  of  tbe  House,  whilst  be  considered  tbe  mode  in  wbicb  the  great 
financial  evil  of  the  previous  seven  years  could  be  removed.  Being  pressed 
upon  tbe  subject  of  tbe  Corn-Laws,  be  said,  in  a  subsequent  debate,  be  should 
have  thought  it  reasonable  that  on  returning  to  power  after  a  lapse  of  ten 
years,  he  sbould  have  not  been  called  upon  within  a  montb  to  propose 
an  alteration  of  the  law  in  respect  to  tbe  trade  in  corn.  If  he  were  to  be 
responsible  for  not  instantly  proposing  a  measure  on  the  Corn-Laws,  what 
must  be  thougbt  of  that  government  that  bad  held  office  for  five  years,  and 
never  until  tbe  month  of  May,  1841,  bad  intimated  an  united  opinion  on 
tbat  subject  ?  During  tbe  remainder  of  the  Session,  from  all  the  manufac- 
turing districts  came  the  most  afflicting  statements  of  the  depression  of  trade 
and  of  the  sufferings  of  the  operative  classes.  Again  and  again  it  was  said 
tbat  tbe  Corn-Laws  were  the  principal  cause  of  this  commercial  distress;  and 
sir  Sobert  Peel  was  urged  not  to  let  parliament  separate  without  making 
some  disclosure  of  the  measures  wbicb  he  contemplated  for  tbe  settlement  of 
this  question.  The  prorogation  took  place  on  the  7tb  of  October.  During 
these  three  weeks  of  continued  debate  not  a  syllable  could  be  extracted  in 
either  bouse  of  parliament  from  any  member  of  tbe  government,  as  to  the 
course  to  be  pursued,  by  wbicb  hope  might  be  afforded  to  those  who  suffered, 
and  discontent  might  be  deprived  of  some  of  its  power  of^stirringj  up  a 
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starving  population  into  madness.  The  Eoyal  Speech,  delivered  by  Commis- 
sion, was  as  vague  and  mysterious  as  the  individual  declarations  of  members 
of  the  Cabinet.  The  difl&culties  of  sir  Robert  Peel  arose,  as  we  have  already 
seen,  not  only  from  the  distrust  of  his  political  opponents,  but  from  the 
almost  impossibility  of  reconciling  some  members  of  bis  own  administration 
to  any  large  change  of  financial  and  commercial  policy  opposed  to  their  own 
class  interests,  and  to  the  principles  which  had  so  long  held  them  together 
as  a  great  party. 

On  Tuesday  the  9th  of  November  the  "  London  Gazette  Extraordinary" 
announced  the  birth  that  morning  of  a  Prince.  By  letters  patent  of^he  8fch 
of  December  the  Queen  created  "  our  most  dear  son,  the  Prince  of  the 
United  £ingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  (Duke  of  Saxony,  Duke  of 
Cornwall  and  Bothsay,  Earl  of  Carrick,  Baron  of  Benfrew,  Lord  of  the  Isles, 
and  Great  Steward  of  Scotland),  Prince  of  Wales  and  Earl  of  Chester."  On 
the  following  25th  of  January  the  baptism  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  was 
performed  in  the  royal  chapel  of  St.  George  at  Windsor,  the  King  of 
Prussia,  who  had  visited  England  for  this  especial  occasion,  being  one  of  the 
sponsors. 

After  four  months  of  anxious  speculation  on  the  part  of  the  public  as  to 
the  course  that  the  ministry  would  pursue  upon  the  two  great  questions  of 
finance  and  trade,  the  Queen  opened  the  Session  of  Parliament  on  the  3rd  of 
February,  1842.  The  King  of  Prussia  accompanied  the  Queen  to  witness 
this  ceremonial.  A  great  personal  interest  was  given  to  the  speech  by  its 
opening  sentence :  "  I  cannot  meet  you  in  parliament  assembled  without 
making  a  public  acknowledgment  of  my  gratitude  to  Almighty  God  on 
account  of  the  birth  of  the  Prince,  my  son  ;  an  event  which  has  completed 
the  measure  of  my  domestic  happiness."  The  state  of  the  finances  and  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  country  was  recommended  to  the  immediate  attention  of 
parliament;  and  so  also  was  recommended  'Hhe  state  of  the  laws  which 
affect  the  importation  of  corn  and  of  other  articles  the  produce  of  foreign 
countries.''  There  was  no  amendment  to  the  Address.  It  was  announced  on 
the  3rd  by  sir  Bobert  Peel  that  on  the  9th  he  should  move  for  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  laws  which  affected 
the  import  of  foreign  com.  When  the  day  arrived  great  was  the  excite- 
ment in  and  around  the  House  of  Commons.  Six  hundred  Anti- Corn-Law 
delegates  had  gone  in  procession  to  Palace  Yard  and  had  there  taken  their 
station,  crying  out  from  time  to  time  as  members  passed  them,  "  Total  Be- 
peal,"  "  Eixed  Duty,"  "  No  Sliding  Scale."  The  plan  which  sir  Bobert  Peel 
developed  in  his  speech  was  in  no  degree  calculated  to  allay  the  commercial 
discontent  with  regard  to  the  trade  in  corn.  He  maintained  the  existing  prin- 
ciple of  the  sliding  scale  of  duties  on  the  importation  of  foreign  corn,  but  he 
lowered  the  protection  afforded,  and  introduced  a  more  liberal  method  of 
fixing  the  averages.  To  no  party  was  the  minister's  scheme  satisfactory. 
The  Whigs,  by  lord  John  Bussell,  proposed,  instead  of  the  sliding  scale,  a 
fixed  duty  of  eight  shillings  per  quarter.  Mr.  Villiers  and  Mr.  Cobden 
insisted  upon  that  total  repeal  of  all  duties  on  corn  which  they  had  long  so 
strenuously  and  consistently  advocated.  The  ultra-Protectionists  demanded 
that  a  higher  rate  of  duties  should  be  adopted  at  every  move  in  the  sliding 
scale.     The  debates  upon  each  and  all  of  these  various  principles  were 
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carried  on  without  intermisBion  till  the  bill  introduced  by  sir  Eobert  Feel 
passed  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  7th  of  April.  For  four  nights  lord  John 
BuBsell's  proposition  of  a  fixed  duty  was  debated  ;  and  it  was  rejected  by  a 
majority  of  a  hundred  and  twenty-three.  During  five  nights  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Yilliers  for  the  abolition  of  all  duties  on  corn  was  discussed,  and  it  was 
rejected  by  a  majority  of  three  hundred  and  ninety-three.  The  higher  Pro- 
tectionist scale  proposed  by  Mr.  Christopher  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
three  hundred  and  six.  In  defending  his  proposal  sir  Bobert  Feel  main- 
tained that  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  interests  of  the  country 
that  we*  should  be  as  far  as  possible  independent  of  foreign  supply ;  that 
the  main  sources  of  the  supply  of  com  should  be  deriyed  from  domestic 
agriculture ;  but  that  all  foreign  supplies  should  be  for  the  purpose  of 
making  up  deficiencies,  rather  than  as  the  chief  sources  of  subsistence. 
There  was  a  tone,  howeyer,  in  the  speech  of  sir  Bobert  Feel  which  indicated 
to  some  of  the  Frotectionists  that  the  minister  was  not  the  man  to  carry 
out  their  extreme  yiews.  "  I  should  not  consider  myself/*  he  said,  "  a  friend 
to  the  agriculturist  if  I  asked  for  a  protection  with  a  view  of  propping  up 
rents,  or  for  the  purpose  of  defending  his  interest  or  the  interest  of  any 
particular  class."  Lord  Falmerston,  in  a  speech  at  the  close  of  the  Session, 
in  which  he  reviewed  the  measures  of  the  late  and  present  ministers, 
congratulated  the  government  upon  having  come  into  office  fully  imbued 
with  those  sound  principles,  "  the  enunciation  of  which  has  excited  so  much 
admiration  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  has  created  so  much  surprise  and 
alarm  on  the  other."*  Sir  Bobert  Feel  retorted — in  allusion  to  lord 
Falmerston*8  support  of  the  Beform  Bill  after  his  opposition  to  all  Beform  in 
the  time  of  Mr.  Canning — that  harsh  and  intolerant  criticisms  on  the  versa- 
tile opiuions  of  others  proceeded  with  a  very  bad  grace  from  the  noble  lord. 
It  was  insinuated  that  he  had  deluded  his  supporters  by  the  extent  and 
importance  of  the  alterations  he  had  made  in  the  Corn-Laws.  There  might 
have  been  shades  of  difference — there  might  have  been  occasional  dissatis- 
faction and  complaint — but  he  had  the  firm  belief  that  the  conduct  of  him- 
self and  his  colleagues  in  office  had  not  abated  one  jot  of  that  confidence  on 
the  part  of  their  friends  which  cheered  and  encouraged  them  in  the  blank 
regions  of  Opposition.  Subsequent  revelations  have  shown  how  materially 
sir  Bobert  Feel  was  hampered  by  the  suspicions  of  his  party.  In  his  own 
Memoirs,  published  by  the  Trustees  of  his  papers,  he  says,  "  During  the  dis- 
cussions in  parliament  on  the  Corn-Law  of  1842  I  was  more  than  once 
pressed  to  give  a  guarantee  (so  far  as  a  minister  could  give  it)  that  the 
amount  of  protection  established  by  that  law  should  be  permanently  ad- 
hered to;  but  although  I  did  not  then  contemplate  the  necessity  for 
further  change,  I  uniformly  refused  to  fetter  the  discretion  of  the  govern- 
ment by  any  such  assurances  as  those  that  were  required  from  me."  f 

The  measure  propounded  by  sir  Bobert  Feel  upon  the  Corn-Laws  was 
that  halting  between  two  opinions  which  it  was  evident  he  himself  could  not 
regard  as  a  final  settlement  of  the  question :  *'  I  did  not  then  contemplate  the 
necessity  for  further  change."  This  measure,  like  most  compromises,  required 

♦  Huisard,  vol.  IxV.  col.  1237. 

t  "  Menioin  by  Sir  Robert  Peel,"  vol  il  p.  101. 
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something  like  a  tone  of  apology  both  to  his  friends  and  his  opponents.  But 
the  minister  was  on  far  safer  ground  when  he  came  forward  with  his  great 
financial  measure.  When  he  proposed  the  renewal  of  the  property-tax  for 
the  purpose  of  sweeping  away  a  host  of  vexatious  and  embarrassing  duties 
upon  foreign  commerce,  he  had  not  to  defy  the  opposition  of  a  great  class- 
interest  such  as  that  of  the  landed  proprietors  and  the  agriculturists.  He 
would  make  many  of  the  tax-payers  indignant,  especially  those  who  saw  in 
direct  taxation  according  to  their  means,  the  closing  of  that  door  of  escape 
from  the  general  burden  of  the  community  of  which  many  of  the  rich  cotdd 
avail  themselves  by  parsimony  or  absenteeism.  The  ministerial  proposition 
was  a  tax  upon  all  incomes  above  1501.  a  year,  not  to  exceed  sevenpence  in  the 
pound,  for  the  limited  period  of  three  years.  The  tax,  he  said,  would  not 
only  supply  the  deficit  occasioned  by  thd  excess  of  expenditure  over  revenue, 
but  would  justify  such  a  large  reduction  of  commercial  taxation  as  would, 
in  regard  to  the  expenditure  of  most  individuals,  indirectly  make  up  the  dif- 
ference that  was  taken  from  them  by  direct  taxation.  Out  of  a  tariff  of 
twelve  hundred  articles  sir  Bobert  proposed  to  reduce  the  duty  on  seven 
hundred  and  fifty.  "  We  have  sought,"  he  declared,  "  to  remove  all  ab- 
solute prohibitions  upon  the  import  of  foreign  articles,  and  we  have  [endea- 
voured to  reduce  duties  which  are  so  high  as  to  be  prohibitory,  to  such  a 
scale  as  may  adroit  of  fair  competition  with  domestic  produce.  In  cases 
where  that  principle  has  been  departed  from,  and  prohibitory « duties  main- 
tained, we  justify  our  departure  from  the  rule  by  the  special  circumstances 
of  the  case.  With  respect  to  raw  materials,  which  constitute  the  ele- 
ments of  our  manufactures,  our  object,  speaking  generally,  has  been  to 
reduce  the  duties  on  them  to  almost  a  nominal  amount.  In  half-manufiie- 
tured  articles,  which  enter  almost  as  much  as  the  raw  material  into  our 
domestic  manufacture,  we  have  reduced  the  duty  to  a  moderate  amount. 
And  with  regard  to  completely  manufactured  articles,  our  design  has  been 
to  remove  prohibition,  and  to  reduce  prohibitory  duties,  so  that  the  manu- 
factures of  foreign  countries  may  enter  into  a  fiiir  competition  with  our 
own."  That  part  of  the  financial  measure  which  revived  the  obnoxious  war 
tax  upon  income,  with  all  its  original  inquisitorial  character,  and  its  unequal 
operation  upon  permanent  and  upon  uncertain  revenues,  was  strenuously 
opposed  in  both  Houses.  But  the  necessity  for  some  bold  measure  for  putting 
the  finances  of  the  country  upon  a  solid  foundation,  bore  down  all  opposition 
whether  in  or  out  of  parliament.  The  commercial  and  manufacturing  in- 
terests could  not  regard  the  new  tariff  with  any  feeling  but  that  of  satisfac- 
tion. The  actual  amount  of  the  seven  hundred  and  fifty  reductions  would 
not  much  exceed  a  quarter  of  a  million  sterling,  but  an  immense  number  of 
vexatious  custom-house  restrictions  were  at  once  swept  away,  and  an  example 
was  held  up  to  foreign  nations  which  sir  Bobert  Peel  believed  would 
ultimately  prevail.  The  agriculturists  were  in  a  fearful  state  of  alarm. 
Salted  and  firesh  meat,  oxen,  sheep,  and  cows,  were  to  be  admitted  at  reduced 
rates  of  duty.  There  was  a  wide-spread  panic,  raised  upon  prophecies  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  compete  with  the  foreign  grazier ;  that  meat  would 
be  reduced  to  threepence  per  pound ;  and  that  all  who  had  stock  had  better 
sell  it  as  fast  as  possible.  This  senseless  alarm,  which  we  can  laugh  at  in 
1862,  was  only  a  foretaste  of  the  terror  which  would  prevail  when  a  bolder 
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approach  should  be  made  to  those  principles  of  free  trade  which,  during  the 
twenty  years  before  sir  Robert  Peel's  opening  administration,  had  been 
slowly  advancing,  and  which  in  the  succeeding  twenty  years  have  changed  the 
whole  character  of  English  industry,  giving  an  impulse  to  every  employment 
of  capital  and  labour  beyond  what  the  most  sanguine  of  economists  could  have 
contemplated  as  so  immediate  and  so  permanent  a  result  of  legislation.  After 
many  debates  in  both  Houses,  the  financial  propositions  of  sir  Eobert  Peel 
were  carried  with  little  alteration.  The  government  had  done  something  in 
its  advance  towards  a  sound  commercial  policy ;  it  had  done  nothing,  as  some 
had  expected,  to  go  back  to  antiquated  principles,  or  to  halt  altogether  on 
the  road  of  improvement. 

Whilst  the  House  of  Commons  was  in  committee  on  the  Income  Tax 
Bill,  its  attention  was  diverted  from  the]  minute  details  involved  in  its  nume- 
rous clauses  by  the  presentation  of  a  very  remarkable  petition.  On  the 
2nd  of  May  a  long  procession  of  working  men,  escorting  sixteen  of  their 
number  bearing  a  heavy  burden,  entered  the  lobby  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. The  load  which  required  for  its  support  this  aggregate  amount  of 
hiunan  strength  was  a  petition,  signed,  it  was  alleged,  by  three  millions  of 
people.  The  document  was  too  large  to  pass  through  the  folding  doors  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  it  was  necessary  to  unroll  it  to  carry  it  into  the 
House.  When  unrolled  it  spread  over  a  great  part  of  the  floor,  and  rose 
above  the  lev.el  of  the  Table.  The  petition  set  forth  many  evils  of  which  the 
petitioners  complained,  and  they  demanded  that  the  House  of  Commons  "  do 
immediately  without  alteration,  deduction,  or  addition,  pass  into  a  law  the 
document  entitled  '  The  People's  Charter.'  "  Mr.  Thomas  Buncombe  pre- 
sented the  petition,  and  the  next  day  he  moved  that  the  petitioners  should 
be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  House  in  support  of  their  allegations.  The 
debate  on  this  occasion  was  interesting.  Probably  its  greatest  interest  was 
a  speech  of  Mr.  Macaulay.  Of  the  six  points  of  the  Charter,  he  said,  there 
was  one  for  which  he  had  voted — the  ballot — and  he  saw  no  reason  to  change 
his  opinion  on  that  subject.  There  was  another  point  of  which  he  decidedly 
approved — the  abolition  of  the  pecuniary  qualification  for  members  of  that 
House.  He  differed  from  the  Chartists  in  their  demand  for  annual  parlia- 
ments, as  he  differed  also  as  to  the  expediency  of  paying  representatives  of  the 
people,  and  of  dividing  the  country  into  electoral  districts.  He  did  not 
consider  these  matters  as  vital.  They  were  subordinate  questions  when 
compared  with  that  one  question  which  still  remained  to  be  considered. 
"  The  essence  of  the  Charter  is  Universal  Suff*rage.  If  you  withhold  that,  it 
matters  not  very  much  what  else  you  grant.    If  you  grant  that,  it  matters 

not  at  all  what  else  you  withhold.  If  you  grant  that  the  country  is  lost 

My  firm  conviction  is,  that  in  our  country  universal  suffrage  is  incompatible, 
not  with  this  or  that  form  of  government,  but  with  all  forms  of  government, 
and  with  everything  for  the  sake  of  which  forms  of  government  exist ;  that 
it  is  incompatible  with  property,  and  that  it  is  consequently  incompatible 
with  civilization."*  The  motion  of  Mr.  Duncombe  was  rejected  by  two 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  votes  to  forty-nine. 

It  was  in  this  Session  that,  after  considerable  debate  in  both  Houses,  lord 

•  "  Macaulfty'B  Speeches,"  p.  256. 
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Ashley's  bill  for  restraining  the  employment  of  women  and  children  in  mines 
and  collieries  was  passed.*  In  this  Session  important  alterations  were  made 
in  the  constitution  of  Courts  of  Bankruptcy.  The  Court  of  Eeview  was 
formed  of  one  judge  instead  of  three  judges ;  and  District  Courts  of  Bank- 
ruptcy were  established.  This  amendment  of  the  Bankruptcy  Law  was  intro- 
duced by  the  Chancellor,  lord  Lyndhurst.  Whilst  parliament  was  sitting, 
two  infamous  assaidts  were  made  upon  the  person  of  the  Sovereign.  On 
the  30th  of  May  John  Francis,  a  young  man  under  twenty  years  of  age,  fired 
a  pistol  at  the  Queen  as  she  was  returning  to  Buckingham  Palace  down 
Constitution  Hill,  in  a  barouche  and  four,  accompanied  by  Prince  Albert. 
Some  rumour  of  the  intended  attempt  upon  the  Queen's  life  had  previously 
reached  the  Palace.  Her  Majesty,  thinking  of  others  rather  than  of  herself, 
desired  that  none  of  the  ladies  in  waiting  should  accompany  her  in  her  ride, 
which  she  would  not  forego  for  ambiguous  threats  that  had  reached  the  ears 
of  the  police.  Erancis,  who  had  been  immediately  seized,  was  found  guilty 
of  high  treason,  and  received  the  usual  capital  sentence,  which  on  the  2nd 
of  July  was  commuted  into  transportation  for  life.  On  the  3rd  of  July  a 
deformed  youth,  named  John  William  Bean,  presented  a  pistol  at  her 
Majesty,  but  being  seized  by  a  bystander  was  prevented  firing  it.  The 
mode  in  which  the  legislature  dealb  with  offences  of  this  nature  was  com- 
pletely successful  in  putting  an  end  to  attempts  which  were  odious  and 
contemptible,  having  their  origin  in  no  feelings  of  public  or  private  grievance, 
but  were  the  results  most  probably,  in  each  of  the  three  cases  which  had 
shocked  the  public  feeling,  of  a  distempered  imagination  producing  a  morbid 
desire  for  notoriety.  On  the  12th  of  July  sir  Eobert  Peel  brought  in  a  bill 
for  the  better  protection  of  the  Queen's  person.  He  proposed  that  any  party 
Bot  actually  designing  to  take  away  the  Queen's  life,  but  intending  to  hurt 
her  or  alarm  her,  should  be  subject  to  transportation  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
seven  years ;  but  that  there  should  also  be  another  punishment,  more  suitable 
to  the  offence  and  more  calculated  to  repress  it — a  discretionary  power  of 
imprisonment  with  authority  to  infiict  personal  chastisement.  What  we 
have  to  guard  against,  said  sir  Bobert  Peel,  is  not  any  traitorous  attempt 
against  the  peace  of  the  nation  by  conspiring  to  take  away  the  life  of  the 
Sovereign,  but  it  is  the  folly  or  midignity  of  wretches  who  are  guilty  of  acts 
prompted  by  motives  which  are  scarcely  assignable.  The  bill  was  rapidly 
passed  through  all  its  stages  in  both  Houses. 

On  the  12th  of  August  her  Majesty  prorogued  parliament  in  person. 
The  Queen's  Speech  necessarily  adverted  to  the  great  financial  and  com- 
mercial measures  of  the  Session,  and  expressed  a  trust  that  there  were  indica- 
tions of  a  recovery  from  that  depression  which  had  affected  many  branches 
of  manufacturing  industry. 

In  the  debate  at  the  conclusion  of  the  Session — a  debate  which  was  truly 
n  passage-at-arms  between  lord  Palmerston  and  sir  Robert  Peel — the  Prime 
Minister  said,  that  the  non-ratification  of  treaties  by  Erance,  and  her  delay 
in  admitting  our  just  claims,  had  been  the  consequences  of  that  alienation, 
that  irritable  feeling,  which  either  through  the  fault  or  the  misfortune  of  the 
noble  lord  (Palmerston)  had  been  the  result  of  his  foreign  policy.    "  This 


*  See  Ante,  p.  895. 
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country,"  said  sir  Boberfc  Peel, ''  has  no  feeling  of  hostility  towards  France. 
It  was  but  the  other  day  that  we  heard  of  the  lameutable  death  of  the  duke 
of  Orleans,  the  heir  to  the  throne  of  France,  with  deep  and  universal  regret 
and  sympathy."  *    The  duke  of  Orleans  was  thrown  from  his  carriage  and 
killed  on  the  Idth  of  July.     Twenty  years  ago,  so  different  was  the  mode  of 
transmitting  intelligence  from  one  country  to  the  other,  that  the  news  of 
this  event  reached  London  by  pigeon-carriers  on  the  morning  of  the  14th. t 
The  foreign  policy  of  the  British  government  was  chiefly  intrusted  by  sir 
Bobert  Peel  to  lord  Aberdeen.    M.  Guizot  has  said  of  this  able  and  honest 
member  of  the  Cabinet: — ^'Like  Peel,  he  desired  that  peace  and  justice 
shoidd  prevail  in  the  mutual  relations  of  States : — better  than  any  one  else, 
he  knew  how  to  discern  and  accept  their  conditions,  and  to  employ  only 
those  means  and  that  language  which  were  calculated  to  secure  their  pre* 
dominance,  and  by  inspiring  the  men  with  whom  he  treated  with  confidence 
in  his  moderation  and  equity,  he  disposed  them  to  deal  with  him  in  the  same 
spirit."  J     In  the  debate  of  the  14th  of  August,  sir  Robert  Peel  said,  "  We 
have  no  hostile,  no  irritable  feeling  towards  France,  neither  have  we  any 
fear ;  we  are  too  proud,  too  conscious  of  our  own  strength,  to  regard  the 
power  of  France  with  apprehension ;  but  we  deprecate,  for  the  interests  of 
humanity,  the  interruption  of  friendly  relations  with  that  country."  §     The 
Count  de  Jamac,  who  succeeded  M.  Guizot  in  his  embassy  to  England,  had 
an  interview  with  sir  Eobert  Peel  at  this  period,  at  which  "  in  spite  of  his 
habitual  reserve  and  laconicism,"  the  Prime  Minister  strongly  expressed  his 
opinion  upon  the  temper  of  the  French  government :  "  The  recent  policy  of 
France  has  entirely  alienated  from  you  the  party  which  sustains  me.     No 
one  more  often  than  myself  has  testified  from  its  origin  my  respect  and  con- 
fidence for  the  actual  government  of  France.    I  have  supported  it  from  the 
beginning  with  all  my  power  against  the  convictions  and  antipathies  of  a 
great  number  of  my  partizans.    I  have  never  endeavoured  to  impede  it^ 
march  or  augment  its  difficulties.     But  never  have  I  foreseen  that  our  rela* 
tions  would  be   placed  in   such   a  situation  as  I  find  them   in  to-day." 
Who,  says    Count  Jarnac,  shall  fathom  the  depth  of  popular  credulity? 
At  this  epoch  Louis  Philippe  and  his  government  were  seriously  accused  of 
excessive  condescension  towards  England,  and  sir  Eobert  Peel  and  lord 
Aberdeen  ^scaped  not  the   reproach    of   extreme    complaisance    towards 
France.  || 

It  was  in  this  year  that  lord  Ashburton,  having  proceeded  to  the  TJnited 
States  as  a  Special  Commissioner,  concluded  a  treaty  which  settled  the  ques- 
tion  as  to  the  boundary  between  Canada  and  the  state  of  Maine.  Sir  Bobert 
Peel,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Session  of  1843,  declared  that  the  treaty 
which  lord  Ashburton  had  concluded  at  Washington  in  August  1842,  esta- 
blished such  a  division  of  the  disputed  district  as  secured  our  British  posses- 
sions in  North  America,  and  at  the  same  time  preserved  our  military 
commimication  intact.    Subsequent  circumstances  have  manifested  that  these 

•  Hansard,  toI.  Ixt.  col.  1281. 

t  See  Raikes's  **  Memoirs,"  vol.  ir.  p.  208. 

t  "  Memoirs  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,"  p.  145. 

§  Hansard,  vol.  Ixv.  col.  1281. 
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results  were  not  altogether  obtamed  hj  what  lord  Palmerafcon  called  *'  the 
Ashburton  Capitulation."  * 

On  the  day  after  the  prorogation  of  Parliament  a  proclamation  bj  the  Queen 
was  issued,  setting  forth  that  in  divers  parts  of  G-reat  Britain  multitudes  of 
lawless  and  disorderly  persons  had  assembled  and  with  force  and  violence  had 
entered  into  mines,  mills,  and  manufactories,  and  by  threats  and  intimidation 
had  prevented  those  employed  from  following  their  usual  occupation.  The 
distress  in  the  manufacturing  districts  had  been  most  severe  for  a  con- 
siderable  time.  Many  employers  had  failed ;  mills  were  shut  up ;  the  poor- 
rates  were  enormously  increased ;  and  Government  was  called  upon  to  supply 
that  aid  for  the  relief  of  the  distress  which  was  beyond  the  management  of 
local  administrators  of  the  Poor-Law.  The  working  people  upon  the  whole 
bore  their  privations  with  patience  and  fortitude ;  but  in  many  places  the 
Chartists  were  busy  stirring  them  up  to  demand  higher  wages  than  the 
capitalists  could  afford  out  of  their  reduced  means,  although  the  workmen 
perfectly  well  knew  that  their  employers  were  fast  sinking  into  ruin.  Strikes 
were  unavailing ;  and  then  came  riots.  Sir  James  Graham,  the  Home  Secretary^ 
encountered  the  crisis  with  decision  and  firmness.  The  system  of  railroada 
had  enabled  him  to  send  troops  rapidly  to  any  scene  of  outrage,  and  their 
appearance  was  sufficient  in  any  case  to  effect  the  restoration  of  tranquillity 
without  a  repetition  of  such  sanguinary  collisions  as  those  of  Manchester  and 
Bristol  at  a  past  time.  Some  of  the  more  dangerous  Chartists,  amongst 
whom  was  Feargus  O'Connor,  were  held  to  bail,  and  during  the  first  fortnight 
of  October  Special  Commissions  sat  at  Stafford,  at  Chester,  and  at  Liverpool, 
for  the  trial  of  persons  accused  of  riots  and  political  offences,  a  great  number  of 
whom  were  convicted  and  sentenced  either  to  transportation  or  to  various 
terms  of  imprisonment. 

When  parliament  met  on  the  2nd  of  February,  1843,  the  government 
had  few  subjects  for  exultation,  which  were  not  more  than  counter-balanced 
by  circumstances  calculated  to  weaken  the  confidence  of  the  country,  if  not 
to  inspire  distrust  and  alarm.  The  treaty  with  the  United  States,  the  con- 
clusion of  the  war  with  China,  the  fined  success  of  military  operations  in 
Afghanistan,  were  the  favourable  topics  of  the  royal  speech  delivered  by 
Commission.  The  diminished  receipt  from  some  of  the  ordinary  sources  of 
revenue,  which  it  was  acknowledged  must  be  attributed  to  reduced  consump- 
tion caused  by  depression  of  the  manufacturing  industry  of  the  country,  was 
a  most  significant  index  of  the  continuance  of  that  depression  which  a  few 
months  before  had  produced  serious  violations  of  the  public  peace.  There 
was  no  Amendment  proposed  to  the  Address.  But  very  little  time  was 
suffered  to  elapse  before  the  one  great  cause  assigned  for  the  stagnation  of 
commerce,  for  the  languor  of  manufacturing  industry,  for  men  working  at 
half-time  or  wholly  unemployed,  was  rung  into  the  ears  of  the  minitster  in 
parliament.  That  cause  had  been  most  efiectually  proclaimed  throughout  the 
country  by  a  body  of  agitators  more  powerful  in  their  wealth,  their  social  posi- 
tion, their  talents,  and  their  perseverance,  than  had  ever  before  been  banded 
together  to  force  upon  an  unwilling  legislature  a  great  measure  of  Beform. 

*  The  iMQziclarj  as  fiaallj  agreed  upon  hy  the  Treaty  of  1842,  is  fuiHj  stated  in  the  «  EngUah 
Cydoptedia,"  art.  Canada,  coL  276.  ,-^  ^ 
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Against  this  dreaded  Eeform  was  arrayed  a  no  less  powerful  combination  of 
the  noble  and  the  exclusive  classes,  hounded  on  by  orators  and  writers  who 
took  their  stand  upon  the  wisdom  of  their  forefathers,  and  despised  all 
opinions  founded  upon  increasing  knowledge.  On  the  18th  of  February 
lord  Howick  moved  for  a  Committee  to  consider  so  much  of  her  Majesty's 
Speech  as  referred  to  that  depression  of  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the 
country  which  had  so  long  prevailed.  The  debate  was  continued  for  five 
nights.  It  was  on  the  fiflbh  night  that  Mr.  Cobden  uttered  one  of  those 
harangues  which,  making  no  pretensions  to  be  eloquent,  extorted  conviction 
irom  a  few,  and  respect  from  many,  by  their  strong  common  sense,  their 
logical  array  of  facts,  and  their  utter  contempt  for  the  conventionalities  of 
party.  It  is  time,  he  said,  to  give  up  bandying  the  terms  Whig  and 
Tory  about  from  one  side  of  the  House  to  the  other,  and  engage  in  a  serious 
inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  country "I  tell  the  right  honour- 
able baronet  that  I,  for  one,  care  nothing  for  Whigs  or  Tories ;  I  have  said 
that  I  never  will  help  to  bring  back  the  Whigs ;  but  I  tell  him  that  the  whole 
responsibility  of  the  lamentable  and  dangerous  state  of  the  country  rests 
with  him.'*  At  the  close  of  Mr.  Cobden's  speech  sir  Sobert  Feel  rose  with 
manifest  emotion,  and  said,  "  the  honourable  gentleman  has  stated  here  very 
emphatically,  what  he  has  more  than  once  stated  at  the  Conferences  of  the 
Anti-Com-Law  League,  that  he  holds  me  individually — individually  respon- 
sible for  the  distress  and  suffering  of  the  country ;  that  he  holds  me  per- 
sonally responsible ;  but  be  the  consequences  of  those  insinuations  what  they 
may,  never  will  I  be  influenced  by  menaces  either  in  this  House  or  out  of 

this  House,  to  adopt  a  course  which  I  consider "    The  minister  was 

unable  to  complete  his  sentence.  Mr.  Cobden  denied  that  he  had  said  that 
he  held  sir  Eobert  Peel  personally  responsible.  "  You  did  I"  was  the  cry 
&om  the  ministerial  benches;  "You  did!"  said  sir  Bobert  Feel.  It  was 
some  time  before  the  orator,  usually  so  calm  and  unimpassioned,  could  shake 
off  this  sensitiveness,  to  which  the  term  extraordinary  might  be  applied,  if  it 
had  not  been  associated  with  a  lamentable  event  that  had  occurred  on  the 
previous  21st  of  January.  On  that  day  Mr.  Drummond,  private  Secretary 
of  the  Minister,  was  shot  by  a  Scotchman  of  the  name  of  Mac  Naughten,  who 
had  come  to  London  brooding  over  some  supposed  official  injury,  and  had 
mistaken  Mr.  Drummond  for  sir  Eobert  Peel.  There  was  no  political  motive 
in  this  act ;  the  man  upon  his  subsequent  trial  was  shown  to  be  a  maniac. 
'But  it  produced  a  deep  impression  on  the  mind  of  sir  Bobert  Feel ;  and  wheu 
Mr.  Cobden  held  him  individually  responsible  for  the  state  of  the  country, 
he  considered  that  the  words  were  an  incentive  to  assassination.  This  extra- 
ordinary scene  was  concluded  by  Mr.  Cobden  disclaiming,  amidst  repeated 
interruptions,  the  meaning  which  had  been  ascribed  to  his  words.  He 
declared  that  in  what  he  stated  he  intended  to  throw  the  responsibility  of 
his  measures  upon  the  right  honourable  baronet  as  the  head  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  in  using  the  word  individually  he  used  it  as  the  minister  himself 
used  the  first  pronoun  when  he  said  ''  I  passed  the  tariff,  and  you  supported 
me."  The  construction  which  Mr.  Cobden  had  put  upon  the  language  he 
employed  was  accepted  by  sir  Eobert  Feel.  But,  says  his  biographer,  '*  he 
accepted  the  explanation  coldly,  and  still  maintained  an  air  of  reserved 
distrust."    M.  Guizot  adds,  "  Who  can  tell  how  much  fatal  poison  may  be 
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contained  in  words  uttered  without  any  evil  design?"  He  repeats  a 
sentiment  which  was  expressed  in  a  speech  by  Mr.  Boebuck :  "  I  ask  the 
honourable  member  if  he  did  not  see  the  danger  of  such  language  ?  Passion 
does  sometimes  destroy  people's  judgment."  The  motion  of  lord  Howick 
was  finally  rejected  by  a  majority  of  a  hundred  and  fifteen. 

If  the  Corn-Laws  were  not  on  the  point  of  being  repealed,  it  was  not  for 
the  want  of  perseverance  in  their  parliamentary  opposers.  The  general 
subject  was  directly  and  indirectly  brought  forward  again  and  again ;  but  on 
each  occasion  a  large  majority  asserted  the  principle  of  protection.  At  the 
close  of  one  debate,  which  had  lasted  five  nights  upon  a  motion  by  Mr. 
Villiers,  Mr.  Cobden  declared  that  whatever  might  be  the  fate  of  the  motion 
it  would  not  have  the  slightest  effect  upon  the  progress  of  public  opinion  on 
this  subject.  The  League  would  go  on  as  it  had  hitherto  done,  and  if  there 
were  any  force  in  truth  and  justice,  it  would  go  on  to  an  ultimate  and  not 
distant  triumph.  The  landed  and  agricultural  interests  were  so  much  alarmed 
by  what  they  considered  the  coquettings  of  the  government  with  free-trade, 
that  when  lord  Stanley,  as  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  proposed  to  impose  a 
duty  only  of  three  shillings  per  quarter  upon  wheat  imported  from  Canada, 
the  more  sensitive  of  the  party  shrieked  out  their  horror  of  the  Canadian 
Corn-bill  as  a  free-trade  measure.  They  were  not  soothed  when  they  were 
told  by  Mr.  T.  Duncombe  that  "  between  their  pledges  to  their  constituents, 
their  attachment  to  the  government,  and  their  antipathy  to  the  Whigs,  they 
were  in  a  most  unpleasant  predicament.  They  smelt  a  rat ;  it  was  in  the 
Canadian  Corn-bill."  *  Skirmishes  such  as  these  occupied  much  of  the  time 
of  the  House  during  this  Session.  The  Canadian  Corn-bill  passed — ^the  one 
practical  move  towards  a  great  change  of  policy,  although  its  supporters  did 
not  clearly  see  where  their  steps  were  tending. 

Important  as  was  the  question  of  the  repeal  of  the  Corn-Laws  with 
reference  to  the  condition  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  people,  there  were  legisla- 
tors who  could  take  a  wider  view  of  the  circumstances  of  the  country  than  was 
implied  in  the  one  prevailing  cry  of  Cheap  Bread.  On  the  6th  of  April  Mr. 
Charles  Buller  moved  an  Address  to  the  Queen  on  the  subject  of  Systematic 
Colonization.  His  speech  was  a  most  able  and  comprehensive  exposition  of 
his  belief  that  there  was  a  permanent  cause  of  the  depression  of  industry,  and 
the  suffering  of  the  people,  in  the  constant  accumulation  of  capital  and  the 
constant  increase  of  population  within  the  same  restricted  field  of  employment. 
He  proposed  Colonization  as  a  means  of  remedying  the  competition  both  of 
Capital  and  Labour  in  this  restricted  field.  He  stated  that  Emigration  had 
promised  to  be  of  little  service  until  Mr.  Wakefield  propounded  the  theory 
of  Colonization  that  goes  by  his  name.  The  great  principles  of  that  theory 
were,  the  sale  of  colonial  land,  and  the  expenditure  of  the  proceeds  in  carrying 
out  labourers.  The  government  opposed  Mr.  Buller*s  motion,  upon  the  plea 
that  it  would  raise  fisilse  hopes  in  the  public  mind.  Mr.  Buller  withdrew  his 
proposal,  but  it  was  clear  that,  with  or  without  an  official  inquiry,  new  princi- 
ples of  colonization  would  gradually  take  root  and  finally  produce,  in  con- 
currence with  the  rapid  development  of  the  resources  of  a  vast  colonial 
empire,  that  refuge  for  a  surplus  population  which   has  been  attended 

*  Hansard,  vol.  Ixix.  col.  945.  r^  1 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


502  MONSTER  UtEETINOS  FOB  REPEAL  OF  THE  UNION.  [1843. 

witb  such  beneficial  results  upon  pur  domestic  condition  in  the  present 
generation. 

At  the  beginning  of  May  the  agitation  in  Ireland  for  the  !Etepeal  of  the 
Union  had  become  sufficiently  formidable  to  make  a  declaration  of  the  inten- 
tions of  the  government  a  matter  of  imperative  necessity.    In  the  House  of 
Lords  the  duke  of  Wellington,  and  in  the  House  of  Commons  sir  Robert 
Feel,  expressed  a  determination  to  abide  by  the  principle  of  the  joint  Address 
of  both  Houses  in  1834 — 'Ho  maintain  unimpaired  and  undisturbed  the 
legislative  union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland."     Sir  Eobert  Peel  said 
that  the  executive  government  would  rely  as  long  as  possible  on  the  ordinaiy 
powers  which  the  law  and  constitution  gave  them ;  but  that  if  the  necessity 
for  increased  authority  should  arise,  they  would  not  hesitate  for  a  moment  to 
appeal  to  Parliament  for  additional  powers.     He  added,  "  I  am  also  prepared 
to  make,  in  my  place  here,  the  declaration  which  was  made,  and  nobly  made, 
by  lord  Althorp,  that  deprecating  as  I  do  all  war,  but  above  all  civil  war,  yet 
there  is  no  alternative  which  I  do  not  think  preferable  to  the  di8membe^ 
ment  of  this  empire."  *    It  was  certainly  time  that  the  government  should 
apeak  out.    In  January,  at  the  weekly  meetiug  of  the  Bepeal  Association,  Mr. 
O^Gonnell  announced  that  '*  1843  is  and  shall  be  the  great  Bepeal  year."  He 
abstained  from  attendance  in  Parliament  to  devote  himself  to  that  system 
-of  political  agitation  which  continued  to  arrest  the  removal  of  social  evils  till 
their  overwhelming  magnitude  was  fully  manifested  in  the  great  collapse  of 
the  existing  relations  of  landlord  and  tenant.     The  abuse  of  the  right  of 
property  in  land  had  long  rendered  the  condition  of  the  Irish  peasantry 
inferior  to  that  of  any  other  peasantry  in  Europe.    The  organization  for 
!Repeal  which  Mr.  O'Connell  had  accomplished  was  to  be  supported  and 
extended  by  the  means  of  a  universal  subscription.    The  members  of  the 
Bepeal  Association  were  to  subscribe  twenty  shillings  a  year,  but  throughout 
the  country  there  were  to  be  associate  subscribers  of  a  shilling  each,  with  a 
machinery  of  inspectors,  wardens,  and  collectors.    This  great  sinew  of  war 
thus  compelled  from  a  starving  population  was  known  as  the  "  Eent."    With 
most  Englishmen  there  was  not  an  utter  forgetfulness  of  some  benefits  for  his 
countrymen  which  0*Connell  had  worked  out  by  his  eloquence  and  his  per- 
severance.    But  much  of  their  respect  had  passed  into  a  profound  contempt 
for  the  unscrupulous  agitator,  which  those  who  could  pretty  accurately  read 
the  public  sentiment  embodied  in  such  graphic  representations  as  that  of 
*'  The  Irish  Ogre  fattening  on  the  finest  pisantry.**  t    Vast  assemblies  of  the 
people  were  exult ingly  called  by  the  great  demagogue, "  Monster  Meefcuigs. 
He  addressed  thirty  thousand  people  at  Trim  on  the  16th  of  March,  and 
referred  to  the  physical  force  by  which  he  was  surrounded  as  something  much 
more  efiectual  than  idle  petitioning  of  Parliament.    Through  the  summer 
meetings  of  this  nature  were  held  in  various  parts  of  Ireland,  where  the 
same  inflammatory   language  was   repeated  by  laymen  and  priests  witfc 
increasing  vehemence.    Father  Mathew  had  been  working  a  vast  change  in 
the  habits  of  many  of  the  Irish  by  the  great  Temperance  movement,  of  which 
be  was  an  honest  and  zealous  leader.     But  0*Connell  adroitly  adopted  the 
Teetotalers  as  the  Repealers  upon  whom  rested  the  hope  of  sweeping  away 
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Saxon  domination.  On  the  15th  of  August  there  was  an  assembly  of  which 
the  lowest  estimate  of  the  number  was  half  a  million  of  people.  During  the 
previous  night,  and  from  the  break  of  day,  the  people  had  been  marching  from 
all  points  to  the  Hill  of  Tara,  where  the  ancient  kings  of  Ireland  had  been 
elected.  A  sort  of  crown  was  prepared  which  the  Liberator  was  there  to  put 
on,  and  to  declare  to  his  people  that  the  day  was  come  when  they  should  no 
longer  be  slaves, — when  the  land  should  overflow  with  plenty,  and  every  one 
should  hold  his  half-acre  with  fixity  of  tenure,  and  out  of  its  produce  main- 
tain his  portion  of  a  constantly  increasing  population.  When  the  Parliament 
was  prorogued  on  the  24bh  of  August,  the  Queen  in  her  Speech  noticed  these 
persevering  efibrts  to  stir  up  discontent  and  disaffection ;  and  expressed  her 
earnest  desire  to  administer  the  government  of  Ireland  in  a  spirit  of  strict 
justice  and  impartiality,  and  to  effect  such  amendments  in  the  existing  laws 
as  might  improve  the  social  condition  and  develope  the  resources  of  that 
country.  But  she  also  expressed  her  firm  determination  to  maintain  the 
legislative  union.  Eelying  on  the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the  people, 
the  Queen  called  upon  those  who  had  influence  and  authority  in  Ireland  to 
discourage  a  system  of  pernicious  agitation.  This  moderate  declaration  of 
the  government  was  pronounced  by  O'Connell  to  be  ''an  excess  of  impudence 
and  stupidity  combined.''  His  dangerous  career  was  coming  to  an  end.  A 
meeting  had  been  announced  for  the  8th  of  October  at  Glontarf,  near  Dublin. 
On  the  7th  a  proclamation  was  agreed  to  by  the  Privy  Council  at  Dublin, 
which,  referring  to  the  seditious  language  used  at  the  monster  meetings, 
declared  the  proposed  assembly  to  be  illegal.  The  demagogue  was  at  once 
tamed.  He  called  the  Eepeal  Association  together ;  and  it  was  agreed  that 
no  meeting  at  Glontarf  should  take  place.  On  the  14th  Mr.  O'Connell 
and  his  principal  associates  were  arrested  on  charges  of  conspiracy,  sedition, 
and  unlawful  assembling.  The  accused  were  admitted  to  bail;  and  after 
various  pretexts  for  legal  delays  of  which  they  availed  themselves,  it  was 
finally  determined  that  their  trial  should  take  place  on  the  15th  of  January, 
1844. 

At  the  prorogation  of  Parliament  the  Speaker  addressed  these  words  to 
her  Majesty,  upon  a  subject  of  great  and  permanent  interest :  **  We  have 
witnessed,  with  deep  concern,  the  unhappy  divisions  which  have  occurred  in 
the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  which  have  led  to  the  secession  of  many  of  her 
most  valued  ministers.  We  have  endeavoured,  we  trust  successfully,  to  heal 
those  divisions,  and  to  restore  peace  to  an  establishment  which  is  fraught 
with  such  inestimable  blessings  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom."  The  ''unhappy  divisions"  of  the  Scotch  Church  had  been 
maturing  for  nine  years,  till,  in  1843,  the  event  occurred  which  is  known  as 
"  The  Disruption."  In  1834  the  diflerences  which  had  existed  for  more 
than  a  century  between  the  supporters  of  lay  patronage,  long  known  as  the 
"  Moderates,"  and  the  opposers  of  lay  patronage,  then  recently  termed  "  Non- 
Intrusionists,"  assumed  a  more  important  character  than  that  of  a  war  of 
pamphlets,  by  the  Anti-patronage  party  obtaining  a  majority  in  the  General 
Assembly,  and  passing  a  measure  known  as  the  Veto  Act.  The  object  of 
this  Act  was  to  make  it  a  law  of  the  Church  that  no  presentee  to  a  benefice 
was  to  be  held  fit  to  be  ordained  as  minister  of  a  parish  unless  he  were 
acceptable  to  a  majority  of  the  parishioners.    The  mode  of  collecting  the 
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opinions  of  a  congregation  was  this :  The  Presbytery,  when  a  presentee 
laid  his  presentation  before  them,  appointed  him  to  preach  twice  in  the 
church,  and  they  also  appointed  a  day  for  *^  moderating  in  a  call,*'  or,  in 
other  words,  for  receiving  dissents.  If  a  majority  of  the  male  heads  of 
families  in  communion  with  the  church  dissented,  the  presentee  was  rejected 
as  an  unfit  person.  In  1839  the  question  of  a  presentation  to  the  parish  of 
Auchterarder,  in  Perthshire,  which  had  been  agitated  in  the  ecclesiastical 
courts,  where  the  decision  of  the  Presbytery  against  the  presentation  was 
confirmed,  was  finally  decided  on  appeal  in  the  House  of  Lords  against  the 
Presbytery.  There  was  another  case,  that  of  Strathbogie,  in  which  this  im- 
portant question  was  agitated  under  somewhat  difierent  circumstances,  but  in 
which  the  decisions  of  the  ecclesiastical  and  civil  courts  were  also  at  variance. 
The  formal  disruption  of  the  Scotch  Church  took  place  at  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Assembly  on  the  18th  of  May,  1843;  when,  before  the  roll  of 
members  was  made  up.  Dr.  Welsh,  who  had  been  Moderator  of  the  preceding 
Assembly,  read  a  protest  against  the  constitution  of  the  Assembly  signed  by 
120  ministers  and  73  lay  elders.  Those  who  had  signed  the  protest  and 
their  adherents  then  left  the  Assembly  in  a  body,  and  constituted  in  another 
place  "  The  General  Assembly  of  the  Pree  Church  of  Scotland."  Of  this 
Assembly  Dr.  Chalmers  was  chosen  as  Moderator.  On  the  23rd  of  May 
the  disruption  was  completed,  by  the  seceders  and  many  other  clergymen 
who  were  members  of  the  Assembly  signing  "  An  Act  of  Separation  and 
Deed  of  Demission,"  which  completely  cut  them  off  from  the  benefits  as  well 
as  burdens  of  the  Establishment.  ^'  Whatever  previous  differences  of  opinion 
existed,  and  whatever  objections  there  were  to  a  body  such  as  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  entitled  to  legislate  and  adjudicate  for 
its  own  interest  and  according  to  its  own  feelings,  being  exempt  from  the  con- 
trol of  the  courts  of  law,  the  sacrifice  of  emolument  and  station  thus  made 
elicited  general  respect  and  sympathy,  and  was  creditable  to  the  sincerity  of 
those  who  made  it."  *  The  intervention  of  the  legislature  by  passing  *'  An 
Act  to  remove  doubts  respecting  the  admission  of  Ministers  to  benefices " 
presents  one  of  many  examples  of  the  difficulty  of  legislating  for  unity  in 
ecclesiastical  establishments  when  conscientious  scruples  lead  to  separation. 
The  Pree  Church  pursued  its  course  perfectly  indifferent  to  the  operation  of 
a  measure  which  was  expected  "to  restore  religious  peace  in  Scotland." 
That  peace  was  best  promoted  by  leaving  a  people  keenly  alive  to  aU  questions 
of  religious  liberty  to  follow  the  impulses  of  their  own  feelings,  in  making  an 
adequate  provision  throughout  the  land  for  a  zealous  and  able  body  of 
ministers  chosen  and  supported  upon  the  voluntary  principle.  It  may  be 
mentioned  that  there  was  a  secession  from  the  Church  of  Scotland  a  century 
before  the  great  difference  which  resulted  in  the  Veto  of  1834.  This 
seceding  body  was  called  the  "United  Secession  Church."  There  was  a 
smaller  body  of  seceders  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century  who  formed  the 
"  Belief  Church."  In  1847  these  two  bodies  coalesced  and  became  the 
"United  Presbyterian  Church."  They  now  constitute  a  most  extensive 
organization,  comprising  nearly  a  fourth  of  the  congregations  of  Scotland. 
An  important  statute  affecting  the  Church  of  England  was  passed  in  the 

*  English  Cyclopsedia  :  article,  **  Free  Ghnreh  of  Scotland." 
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Bession  of  1843.  It  was  an  Act  for  increasing  the  means  of  spiritual 
instruction  in  populous  parishes,  by  making  a  portion  of  the  revenues  of  the 
Church  available  for  the  endowment  of  additional  ministers.  The  Ecclesi- 
astical Commissioners  for  England  were  empowered  to  borrow  600,000Z.  from 
the  governors  of  Queen  Anne*s  Bounty  for  the  purpose  of  forming  districts 
for  spiritual  purposes  in  populous  parishes  with  the  consent  of  the  bishop  of 
the  diocese,  each  such  district  to  be  permanently  endowed  and  to  become  a 
new  parish  upon  a  new  church  being  consecrated.  The  patronage  of  such 
new  districts  or  parishes  might  be  conferred,  either  in  perpetuity  or  for  one 
or  more  nominations,  on  any  person  or  persons  contributing  to  the  permanent 
endowment  of  the  minister  or  toward  providing  a  church  or  chapel  for  the  use 
of  the  inhabitants.  The  vast  extension  of  church-building  in  this  country, 
beyond  the  precedent  of  any  former  time,  may  to  a  considerable  extent  be 
attributed  to  this  brief  but  important  enactment. 

The  Annalist  of  1843  says  that  his  narrative  of  public  events  would  be 
very  imperfect  if  he  did  not  include  some  particidar  notice  of  three  popular 
movements  in  three  different  quarters  of  the  United  Kingdom.  In  one 
chapter  of  the  "Annual  Eegister"  we  find,  therefore,  the  history  of  the 
.Repeal  agitation  in  Ireland,  of  the  Secession  from  the  Church  of  Scotland, 
and  of  the  Eebecca  riots  in  South  Wales.  There  is  no  parity  of  interest 
in  the  abortive  efforts  to  destroy  the  legislative  union  of  two  nations; 
in  the  great  schism  in  an  established  church ;  and  in  what  is  dignified  by 
the  name  of  an  insurrection  for  the  removal  of  turnpike-gates.  Yet  if 
the  historian  were  to  consult  only  his  own  fancy  in  recording  what  is 
picturesque,  the  riots  in  Wales  would  furnish  a  much  more  spirit-stirring 
record  than  the  most  elaborate  description  of  the  popular  ceremonials  of  the 
Hill  of  Tara,  or  of  the  procession  of  seceding  ministers  from  St.  Andrew's 
Church  through  the  streets  of  Edinburgh  to  CanonmiUs  Hall,  four  abreast. 
We  must  tell  the  story  of  Bebecca  and  her  daughters  as  briefly  as  we  can 
under  the  temptation  it  afibrds  for  graphic  details.  It  is  recorded  that 
when  the  first  turnpike  upon  "  the  ancient  highway  and  post-road  leading 
from  London  to  York  and  so  into  Scotland "  was  established  in  1663,  the 
toll  was  so  unpopular  that  "  the  mob  "  broke  the  toll-gates.  "  The  mob  "  is 
rather  a  loose  term  to  apply  to  the  drovers,  swineherds,  pack-horse  carriers, 
and  waggoners,  of  the  days  of  Charles  II.,  who  would  rather  have  floundered 
through  roads  described  in  the  first  Turnpike  Act  as  "  almost  impassable  and 
very  dangerous  to  his  majesty's  liegd  people,"  than  pay  the  somewhat  heavy 
toll  which  the  Act  prescribed.  But  even  in  those  very  insecure  times,  when 
the  parish  constable  was  the  chief  instrument  for  preserving  the  peace 
of  the  realm,  we  hear  of  no  general  insurrection  in  Middlesex,  or  Hertford, 
or  Cambridge,  or  Huntingdon,  to  pull  down  the  toll-gates  and  injure  the 
toll-keepers.  At  the  beginning  of  1843,  in  the  counties  of  Pembroke  and 
Caermarthen,  there  suddenly  appeared  at  nightfall  a  body  of  horsemen  u^der 
the  command  of  a  leader  who  wore  a  female  dress,  and  who  was  generally 
surrounded  with  a  body-guard  in  similar  costume.  These  were  Bebecca  and 
her  daughters,  and  their  commission  was  derived  from  the  following  verse  in 
the  twenty-fourth  chapter  of  Genesis :  '^  And  they  blessed  Bebecca,  and  said 
unto  her,  Thou  art  our  sister,  be  thou  the  mother  of  thousands  of  millions, 
and  let  thy  seed  possess  the  gate  of  those  which  hate  them."    Beb^&Qca  was. 
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ubiquitous ;  for  wherever  there  was  a  gathering  for  the  purpose  of  a  nocturnal 
assemblage,  there  was  a  Sebecca.  Amidst  the  blowing  o(  horns  and  the 
firing  of  guns  such  a  body  of  men  would  arrive  at  a  turnpike  gate,  and 
immediately  proceed  to  break  the  gate  into  fragments,  saw  off  the  posts 
dose  to  the  ground,  and  pull  down  the  toll-house.  This  remarkable  com- 
bination soon  extended  to  all  the  South  Welsh  counties,  with  the  exception 
of  Brecknockshire.  The  disturbances  were  not  confined  to  any  peculiarly 
obnoxious  locality.  There  was  one  indiscriminate  onslaught  upon  the  turn- 
pike system,  and  so  successful  were  these  operations  during  the  spring  and 
summer  that  nearly  all  the  roads  in  the  autumn  were  practically  toll  free. 
When  bodies  of  ignorant  and  lawless  men  feel  their  physical  strength,  they 
are  easily  induced  to  believe  that  this  power  is  sufficient  to  bid  defiance  to 
the  law,  for  the  removal  of  every  supposed  grievance.  The  local  magistrates 
were  unable  to  contend  with  Eebecca ;  and  Bebecca  was  very  soon  set  up 
as  an  authority  to  provide  summary  redress  against  Poor  Laws,  and  Tithes, 
and  heavy  rents,  and  all  other  evils  which  small  occupiers  of  land,  little 
elevated  above  the  condition  of  common  labourers,  believed  themselves 
peculiarly  subjected  to.  On  the  10th  of  June  a  large  body  marched  into 
Caermarthen,  consisting  of  some  thousands  on  foot  and  three  hundred  on 
horseback.  Their  purpose  was  to  pull  down  the  workhouse.  Tiieir  excesses 
were  stopped  in  the  middle  of  their  career  of  destruction  by  the  arrival  of 
a  troop  of  cavalry  who  had  ridden  thirty  miles  without  drawing  bit.  The 
whole  province  was  gradually  falling  into  the  condition  of  the  worst  parts  of 
Ireland.  Intimidation  by  threatening  letters  had  become  general;  land- 
owners, clergymen,  and  magistrates  were  kept  in  terror  of  the  vengeance  of 
Bebecca ;  the  law  was  so  utterly  suspended  that  when  an  old  woman  who 
kept  a  turnpike  gate  was  deliberately  shot  by  one  of  the  rioter:^,  and  the  fact 
of  her  murder  was  distinctly  made  out  to  a  coroner's  jury,  they  returned  a 
verdict  that  she  died  from  suffusion  of  blood  which  produced  suffocation. 
The  government  at  last  sent  down  a  large  body  of  troops  into  Wales,  and, 
what  was  equally  serviceable,  they  also  sent  a  detachment  of  that  active  and 
intelligent  body,  the  London  Police,  who  were  everywhere  engaged  in  tracing 
the  secret  agencies  by  which  this  extraordinary  conspiracy  had  been  con- 
ducted. A  Special  Commission  was  appointed  for  the  trial  of  the  offenders, 
and  three  of  the  leaders  were  sentenced  to  transportation.  The  Turnpike 
Acts  in  force  in  Wales  were  in  many  instances  oppressive  and  unequal.  A 
government  Commission  of  Inquiry  was  appointed  to  examine  into  the 
operation  of  these  laws,  and  into  the  other  causes  of  disturbance.  Ignorance 
and  poverty  were  at  the  root  of  the  matter;  but  the  especial  object  of 
the  Eebecca  organization  ceased  to  be  a  cause  of  complaint  and  agitation, 
after  the  passing  of  an  Act  in  the  next  Session  of  Parliament  for  the 
Consolidation  and  Amendment  of  the  Laws  relating  to  Turnpike  Trusts  in 
South  Wales. 
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General  Sir  Charles  Napier — ^War  in  Scinde — Bestmction  of  Emann-Gbnr — BatUe  of  Meanee — 
Annexation  of  Scinde — Napier  the  beneficent  Administrator — Gwalior — Recall  of  Lord 
Ellenborongh — IVial  of  0*Gonnell — Debates  on  Com  Laws  in  the  Session  of  1844 — Positioa 
of  Sir  Robert  Peel — ^Renewal  of  the  Bank  Charter — ^Regulation  of  Labour  in  Factories — 
Lord  Ashley's  ten-hours*  Clause  rejected — Debates  on  Sugar-Duties — Openbg  Letters  by 
the  Secretary  of  State— Reports  of  Committees — Lady  Hewlet's  bequest — 0'Connell*s 
Sentence  reversed  by  the  House  of  Lords — ^Difference  with  France  on  the  treatment  of 
the  British  Consul  at  Tahiti — Visit  of  King  Louis  Philippe  to  the  Queen — ^Prince  de 
JoinviUe's  Pamphlet  on  the  Naval  Forces  of  France. 

Ik  Trafalgar  Square,  under  the  shadow  of  the  Nelson  Column,  is  a  statue  • 
of  **  Charles  James  Kapler,  Oeneral."  The  inscription  bears  that  it  was 
"  erected  by  Public  Subscription,  the  most  numerous  Contributors  being 
Private  Soldiers."  This  renowned  warrior  is  ordinarily  termed  "Conqueror  of 
Scinde."  By  the  side  of  this  figiure  was  erected,  also  by  public  subscription, 
a  statue  of  one  of  the  scientific  benefactors  of  the  human  race,  Edward  Jenner. 
That  statue  has  been  removed  to  Kensington  Gardens.  An  objection  was 
raised  that  one  whose  science  had  so  materially  conduced  to  the  prolongation 
of  life,  and  to  the  consequent  increase  of  the  population  of  the  world,  was 
somewhat  out  of  place  in  his  close  proximity  to  a  great  soldier — especially 
great  in  the  estimation  of  the  "  Private  Soldiers*'  whom  he  had  led  to  triumph 
— whose  vocation  was,  according  to  the  belief  of  an  ancient  poet, "  to  ease  the 
earth  of  her  too  numerous  sons."  But  the  "  Conqueror  of  Scinde,'*  taking  a 
broad  and  just  view  of  his  career,  was  a  promoter  of  civilization,  by  which  alone 
the  earth  is  adequately  peopled ;  and  thus  he  had  also  a  claim  to  be  recorded 
as  a  benefactor  of  mankind  in  his  successful  endeavour  to  make  his  conquest 
a  source  of  good  to  the  conquered  people.  He  was  the  just  and  beneficent 
Administrator  of  Scinde.  His  "  victories  of  Peace  "  are  "  not  less  renowned 
than  those  of  War."  He  was  the  warlike  instrument  of  injustice;  but  the 
aggression,  which  resulted  in  triumphs  as  brilliant  and  as  decisive  as  any 
other  of  the  wonderful  events  of  the  career  of  the  British  in  India,  may  be 
received  as  a  remarkable  addition  to  the  many  instances  of  dangers  and 
difficulties  overcome,  as  if  for  some  special  working  out  of  the  decrees  of  a 
superintending  Providence,  which  does  not  permit  the  supremacy  of  a  domi- 
nant nation  for  the  gratification  of  its  own  ambition,  but  through  that  agency 
carries  forward  the  great  law  of  Progress. 
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Scinde,  a  country  capable  of  an  almost  boundless  increase  of  agricultural 
and  commercial  wealth,  having  the  river  which  bears  its  name  (as  well  as  that 
of  Indus)  flowing  through  its  whole  extent,  was,  in  1842,  under  the  rule  of  a 
body  of  despotic  nobles,  the  Ameers,  who  aj)out  seventy  years  before  had  dis- 
possessed the  legitimate  sovereigns.     The  original  inhabitants,  who  groaned 
beneath  the  yoke  of  these  conquerors,  cultivated  the  fields  less  for  themselves 
than  for  their  tyrannous  masters,  to  whom  the  land  was  little  better  than  a 
hunting  ground,  whilst  their  idea  of  government  was  simply  that  of  exacting 
tribute  by  their  fierce  military  retainers,  the  Beloochees.     Whatever  were 
the  relations  of  these  rulers  to  the  people  whom  they  misgoverned,  the  British 
authorities  in  India  had  repeatedly  entered  into  treaties  with  them,  and  in  the 
treaty  of  1820  these  words  were  used :  "  The  two  contracting  parties  mutu- 
ally bind  themselves  from  generation  to  generation  never  to  look  with  the  eye 
of  covetousness  on  the  possessions  of  each  other.''     But  the  passage  of  troops 
through  Scinde  was  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  war  with  Afghanistan. 
The  Ameers  remonstrated,  but  were  compelled  to  yield.     Something  more  was 
required  by  a  subsequent  treaty.     Kurrachee  and  Tatta  were  ceded  to  the 
British,  with  power  to  station  troops  there ;  and  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Indus  was  stipulated  as  another  condition  of  our  friendship.     At  an  earlier 
period  some  of  the  Ameers  had  expressed  their  fears  that  Scinde  was  gone — 
"  the  English  have  seen  the  river."     After  we  had  withdrawn  from  Ghuznee, 
and  when  the  terror  of  the  British  name  was  no  longer  sufficient  to  com- 
mand a  compliance  with  enforced  engagements,  the  Ameers  began  to  manifest 
hostile  designs.    Sir  Charles  Napier,  having  learned  that  they  had  assembled 
an  army  of  twenty-five  thousand  men,  resolved  upon  a  direct  and  immediate 
act  of  hostility,  instead  of  allowing  them  to  gain  time  by  delays  and  negotisp 
tions.     He  "had  permission,"  he  has  said,  "from  the  Governor- General  to 
assemble  an  immense  force  to  impose  his  final  treaty  ; "  he  told  the  Governor- 
General  it  could  be  done  with  the  troops  he,  Napier,  already  commanded. 
Boldness  and  promptitude  in  this  short  war  efiected  more  than  imlimited 
reinforcements.    Emaun-Ghur,  in  the  desert  of  Beloochistan,  was  a  strong- 
hold where  the  mercenaries'  of  the  Ameers  could  gather  together,  safe  from 
pursuit.     Napier  resolved  to  attack  this  fortress,  whither  upon  his  approach 
a  large  body  of  troops  were  marching.    But  having  ascertained  that  the 
Beloochees  had  mutinied  and  turned  back  upon  reaching  the  wilderness  where 
there  was  no  water,  he  saw  that  a  march  of  eight  days  from  the  Indus  was 
impossible  for  a  numerous  army.     On  the  night  of  the  5th  of  January,  1B4S, 
he  commenced  a  perilous  adventure.     With  three  hundred  and  sixty  of  the 
22nd  Queen's  regiment  on  camels,  with  two  hundred  of  the  irregular  cavalry, 
with  ten  camels  laden  with  provisions  and  with  eighty  carrying  water,  he  set 
forth  to  traverse  the  arid  waste,  defying  the  armed  bands  on  every  side. 
After  a  few  days  the  camels  which  drew  the  howitzers  were  unable  to  drag 
them  over  the  sand-hills,  and  the  unshrinking  Irish  soldiers  took  their  plsce. 
When  the  fortress,  which  no  European  eye  had  before  seen,  was  reached,  it 
was  found  deserted.    The  governor  had  fled  with  his  treasure,  but  he  had 
left  immense  stores  of  ammunition   behind.     Napier  resolved  to  destroy 
Emaun-Ghur ;  and  having  mined  it  ia  twenty-foiur  places,  by  a  simultaneous 
explosion  all  the  mighty  walls  of  the  square  tower,  which  stood  as  it  w^ 
the  monarch  of  the  vast  solitude,  crumbled  into  atoms,  and  the  wild  bands 
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wbo  went  forth  to  plunder  and  harass  the  populons  Scinde,  had  to  retire  still 
further  into  the  desert.  Napier  and  his  hardy  companions,  after  undergoing 
great  priyations  on  their  march  back  by  a  different  route,  rejoined  the  main 
army  on  the  23rd  near  Hyderabad.  In  the  House  of  Lords  in  1844,  upon  a 
motion  for  the  thanks  of  Parliament  to  Sir  Charles  Napier  and  his  army,  the 
duke  of  Wellington  said  that  the  march  to  Emaun-G-hur  was  one  of  the  most 
curious  military  feats  which  he  had  ever  known  to  be  performed,  or  had  ever 
perused  an  account  of. 

The  British  Eesident  at  Hyderabad  was  Major  Outram.     On  the  12th  of 
February,  the  Ameers  with  one  exception,  the  Ameer  of  Khyrpore,  signed  the 
treaty  which  in  the  previous  December  had  been  tendered  to  them,  and  which, 
as  was  to  have  been  expected  from  its  hard  conditions,  they  had  evaded  signing. 
This  was  Lord  EUenborough's  "  final  treaty,"  which  Napier  was  to  have  im- 
posed upon  them  by  an  immense  force.    The  day  after  the  signature  Major 
Outram  was  attacked  in  the  Besidency  by  eight  thousand  Beloochees.    He 
had  only  a  hundred  foot-soldiers  with  him.    In  the  river,  however,  there  were 
two  war  steamers.     To  these  he  effected  his  retreat,  by  presenting  a  bold 
front  to  his  assailants,  whilst  the  guns  of  the  steamers  swept  the  flanks  of  the 
pursuers.     With  the  loss  only  of  three  men  killed  and  two  wounded  the 
gallant  officer  joined  the  main  army.    The  force  which  Napier  commanded 
could  scarcely  however  be  termed  an  army,  if  that  name  is  to  be  applied  only 
to  a  large  body  of  soldiers.     It  consisted  of  four  hundred  British  of  the  22nd, 
and  two  thousand  two  hundred  sepoys  and  other  native  troops.     The  22nd 
were  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Pennefather,  a  name  of  renown  in  the 
Crimean  war.    The  artillery  consisted  of  twelve  guns.     With  this  force  the 
battle  of  Meanee  was  fought  on  the  17  th  of  February.     On  this  day  Napier 
wrote  in  his  journal,  '*  It  is  my  first  battle  as  a  commander :  it  may  be  my 
last.    At  sixty,  that  makes  little  difference ;  but  my  feelings  are,  it  shall  be 
do  or  die.*'    Whatever  deeds  have  been  done  by  heroic  Englishmen  under  the 
inspiration  of  duty,  never  was  there  a  greater  deed  of  warfare  than  the  victory 
of  Meanee,  which  was  won  by  two  thousand  six  hundred  men  against  tweoty- 
two  thousand.    The  Beloochees  were  posted  on  a  slope  behind  the  bed  of  the 
river  Fulailee,  which  was  for  the  most  part  dry.     The  half-mile  between  the 
two  armies  was  rapidly  passed ;  the  bed  of  the  river  was  crossed ;    up  the 
slope  ran  the  intrepid  22nd,  and  from  the  ridge  looked  down  upon  the 
Beloochees  **  thick  as  standing  com."     The  Beloochees  covering  their  heads 
with  their  large  dark  shields,  and  waving  their  bright  swords  in  the  sun, 
rushed  with  frantic  gestures  upon  the  front  of  the  22nd.    The  Irish  soldiers, 
with  shouts  as  loud  and  shrieks  as  wild  and  fierce  as  theirs,  met  them  witli 
the  bayonet,  and  *^  sent  their  foremost  masses  rolling  back  in  blood."  *    The 
native  infantry  came  up ;   the  artillery  took  a  commanding  position,  and 
mowed  down  the  Beloochees  with  round-shot  and  canister.     Upon  the  slope 
went  on  the  deadly  conflict  for  three  hours,  the  assailants  rushing  upwards 
against  an  enemy  who  resolutely  held  his  ground,  the  gaps  in  his  ranks  being 
closed  up  as  fast  as  they  were  made.    The  result  was  at  one  time  uncertain. 
The  greater   number   of  the  European   officers   were  killed  or  wounded. 
Napier  was  in  the  thick  of  the  fight,  and  though  surrounded  by  enemies  was 

•  Sir  W.  Napier.  ^  , 
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unharmed.  Had  be  fallen,  there  would  have  been  a  tale  to  be  told  of  rasb« 
ness  courting  destruction.  Like  Nelson,  bis  daring  was  his  safety  ;  but  then 
it  was  under  the  direction  of  his  genius.  He  saw,  what  the  eye  only  of  a 
great  commander  can  see,  the  opportunity  for  closing  a  doubtful  struggle  by 
one  decisiye  blow.  He  ordered  a  charge  of  cavalry.  Defying  the  guns  on 
the  top  of  the  ridge,  the  chosen  band  of  horsemen  charged  right  into  the 
enemy's  camp.  Those  who  had  so  long  stood  firm  on  the  hill  fell  into  confu- 
sion. The  22nd  and  the  sepoys  gained  the  ridge,  and  drove  the  Beloochees 
over.  The  mighty  host  of  the  Ameers  was  thus  beaten  by  a  handful  of 
troops  led  on  to  victory  by  one  who  had  gained  his  experience  in  the  great 
battles  of  the  Peninsula ;  by  one  who  knew  that  large  masses  of  men, 
however  brave  and  strong,  are  comparatively  weak  unless  their  movements 
are  directed  by  some  master-mind,  bold  in  the  conception  of  his  plans,  cool  in 
their  execution,  and  having  all  the  resources  of  strategy  at  his  command  at  the 
instant  when  all  would  be  lost  by  ignorance  or  incertitude. 

Sir  Charles  Napier  followed  up  his  victory  the  next  day  by  a  message  sent 
into  Hyderabad  that  he  would  storm  the  city  unless  it  surrendered.  Six  of 
the  Ameers  came  out,  and  laid  their  swords  at  his  feet.  He  returned  their 
jewelled  weapons  to  the  humbled  chiefs.  He  refused  to  intrude  upon  their 
privacy  by  occupying  their  splendid  palaces,  heroically  abiding  in  hia  humble 
tent.  There  was  another  enemy  yet  unsubdued — Shore  Mahomed  of  Meep- 
poor.  On  the  24th  of  March  Napier,  who  had  been  reinforced  and  had  now 
five  thousand  troops,  attacked  this  chief  who  had  come  with  twenty  thousand 
Beloochees  before  the  walls  of  Hyderabad  to  recover  the  city.  It  was  a  hard- 
earned  victory,  which  was  followed  up  by  the  British  occupation  of  Meerpoor. 
The  spirit  of  the  Beloochees  was  so  broken  that  after  two  slight  actions  in 
June,  when  Shere  Mahomed  was  routed  ahd  fled  into  the  desert,  the  war  was 
at  an  end.  Scinde  was  annexed  to  the  British  possessions,  and  Sir  Charles 
Napier  was  appointed  its  Gk)vernor.  He  ruled  the  country  for  four  years.  He 
saw  the  great  natural  resources  of  Scinde,  and  he  led  the  way  in  rendering  them 
available  for  commercial  purposes  by  costly  public  works.  The  great  branch 
of  the  Indus  was  opened  to  restore  the  fertility  of  Cutch.  A  gigantic  pier 
was  constructed  at  Xurrachee,  by  which  a  secure  harbour  was  formed  ;  and 
now  the  port  is  connected  vnth  the  Indus  by  a  railway.  He  made  the  revenue 
of  the  province  sufficient  to  support  the  expenditure  for  its  civil  and  political 
administration.  But  above  all,  he  made  the  native  population  prosperous  and 
contented  under  the  British  rule.  The  state  of  the  people  under  his  wise 
government  is  thus  described  by  the  historian  of  the  Scinde  war :  "  The 
labourer  cultivates  in  security  his  land  ;  the  handicraftsman,  no  longer  dread- 
ing mutilation  of  his  nose  or  ears  for  demanding  remuneration  for  his  work, 
is  returning  from  the  countries  to  which  he  had  fled,  allured  back  by  good 
wages  and  employment.  Young  girls  are  no  longer  torn  from  their  families 
to  fill  the  zenanas  of  the  great,  or  sold  into  distant  slavery.  The  Hindoo 
merchant  and  Farsee  trafficker  pursue  their  vocation  with  safety  and  con- 
fidence; and  even  the  proud  Beloochee  warrior,  not  incapable  of  noble 
sentiments,  though  harsh  and  savage,  remains  content  with  a  government 
which  has  not  meddled  with  bis  right  of  subsistence,  but  only  changed  his 
feudal  ties  into  a  peaceful  and  warlike  dependence.  He  has,  moreover,  become 
personally  attached  to  a  conqueror  whose  prowess  he  has  felt  in  battle,  and 
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whose  justice  and  generosity  he  has  experienced  in  peace."  •  The  best  proof 
that  this  high  praise  is  not  exaggerated  is  furnished  hy  the  fact  that  during 
the  great  period  of  danger  through  which  we  have  passed,  when  so  manj 
enemies  of  the  British  power  raised  their  heads  in  revolt,  Scinde  was 
faithful. 

The  close  of  the  year  1843  was  marked  by  another  great  military  success 
in  India.  The  state  of  G-walior  was  in  ISOi  placed  under  the  protection  of 
the  British  government.  The  successor  of  the  Eajah  who  died  in  1843  was 
a  minor,  and  a  Eegent  was  appointed,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Governor- 
General.  The  Eegent  Was  expelled  by  the  Mahrattas,  and  the  British  Be- 
sident  was  insulted.  Lord  Ellenborough,  to  whom  war  appeared  a  noble 
pastime  in  which  an  amateur  might  laudably  indulge,  immediately  sent  sir 
Hugh  Gough  from  Agra  with  fourteen  thousand  troops ;  and  on  the  29th  of 
December  he  fought  the  battle  of  Maharajpoor,  when  the  Mahrattas  were 
defeated  witli  great  loss.  On  the  same  day,  Major-General  Grey  also  defeated 
the  Mahrattas  at  Funniar.  The  usurping  government  immediately  submitted, 
and  the  strong  fortress  of  Gwalior  was  occupied  by  a  British  governor.  These 
warlike  proceedings,  however  brilliant  and  successful,  were  not  acceptable  to 
the  majority  in  the  direction  of  the  East  India  Company.  In  Parliament, 
on  the  21i>t  of  April,  1844,  Sir  Bobert  Peel,  in  answer  to  a  question  put  to 
him  by  Mr.  Macaulay,  said,  "  I  beg  to  state  that  on  "Wednesday  last  Her 
Majesty's  Government  received  a  communication  from  the  Court  of  Directors, 
that  they  had  exercised  the  power  which  the  law  gives  them  to  recall  at  their 
will  and  pleasure  the  Governor-General  of  India."  There  were  loud  cheers 
irom  the  Opposition  benches.  Mr.  Macaulay  then  stated  that  he  should  not 
now  bring  forward  a  motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice  respecting  the  occu- 
pation of  Gwalior.  In  the  House  of  Lords  the  duke  of  Wellington  declared 
that  the  Government  had  not  concurred  in  the  measure  adopted.  There  was 
a  prevailing  opinion  in  Parliament  and  in  the  country  that  the  recall  of  a 
Governor- General  upon  their  sole  authority  was  a  dangerous  power  to  be 
entrusted  to  the  Court  of  Directors  ;  nevertheless  there  was  a  feeling  that 
India  would  be  safer  under  Sir  Henry  Hardinge,  who  had  seen  too  much  of 
war  to  be  inflated  by  its  "  pride,  pomp,  and  circumstance." 

When  the  Session  of  Parliament  was  opened  by  the  Queen  on  the  1st  of 
February,  1844,  there  was  a  State  trial  proceeding  in  Ireland,  which  excited 
more  attention  throughout  the  country  even  than  the  royal  speech.  This 
speech  could  not  avoid  an  indirect  reference  to  the  circumstances  which  had 
placed  Daniel  O'Connell  and  seven  others  at  the  bar  of  their  country.  It  was 
the  fifteenth  day  of  this  trial  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  in  Dublin,  At 
this  remarkable  juncture  her  Majesty  said  to  the  Lords  and  Commons — and  she 
uttered  these  words  with  a  marked  emphasis — "At  the  close  of  the  last  Session 
of  Parliament,  I  declared  to  you  my  firm  determination  to  maintain  inviolate 
the  Legislative  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  I  expressed  at  the 
same  time  my  earnest  desire  to  co-operate  with  Parliament  in  the  adoption  of 
all  such  measures  as  might  tend  to  improve  the  social  condition  of  Ireland,  and 
to  develope  the  natural  resources  of  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom.  I  am 
resolved  to  act  in  strict  conformity  with  that  declaration."    It  was  the  12th 
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of  February,  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  the  trial,  when  O'Connell  and  the 
other  traversers  were,  under  various  counts  of  the  indictment,  found  guilty  of 
conspiracy.     As  the  Queen's  speech  could  not  offer  "  observations  on  events 
in  Ireland,  in  respect  to  which  proceedings  are  pending  before  the  proper  legal 
tribunal,"  so  the  attack  upon  the  policy  of  the  government,  which  was  ineyi- 
table,  could  not  be  opened  with  propriety  whilst  the  great  legal  issue  waa  in 
suspense.     But  on  the  13th  of  February  the  question  was  raised  in  both 
Houses.     The  marquis  of  Normanby  moved  a  resolution  pledging  the  House 
of  Lords  to    examine    into    the    causes    of    the    discontent  prevalent  in 
Ireland,  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  true  principles  of  Union  by  securing  to 
that  country  equal  rights.    After  two  nights*  debate  the  Besolution   waa 
rejected  by  175  votes  against  78.     In  the  House  of  Commons,  lord  John 
Bussell  moved  for  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  Ireland. 
The  debate  was  continued  for  nine  nights,  Mr.  O'Connell  himself  taking  a 
part  in  it.     It  would  be  wearisome  to  attempt  to  follow  its  course,  even  in 
the  barest  outline.     Perhaps  the  most  impressive  as  well  as  the  most  truthful 
sentiment  uttered  was  contained  in  the  conclusion  of  sir  Bobert  Feel's 
speech  :  '*  I  do  earnestly  trust  that  the  influence  of  public  opinion,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  laws,  may  control  this  agitation — may  convince  those  who  are  con- 
cerned in  it,  that  they  are  prejudicing  the  best  interests  of  Ireland — impeding 
its  improvement,  preventing  the  application  of  capital,  and  hindering  the 
redress  of  those  grievances  which  can,  I  think,  be  better  redressed  by  the 
application  of  individual  enterprise  than  by  almost  any  legislative  interference. 
I  have  the  firmest  conviction  that,  if  there  were  calmness  and  tranquillity  in 
Ireland,  there  is  no  part  of  the  British  dominions  which  would  make  such 
rapid  progress  as  that  country ;  for  I  know  that  there  are  facilities  for  im- 
provement, opportunities  for  improvement,  which  would  make  that  advance 
more  rapid  than  that  of  any  other  part  of  our  empire.    I  do  hope — ^and  I 
will  conclude  by  expressing  that  earnest  hope, — that  this  agitation  and  all  its 
evil  consequences  may  be  permitted  to  cease."  *     On  the  division  on  the  23rd 
February  the  numbers  for  lord  John  Bussell's  motion  were,  225, — against  it 
824.    The  sentence  against  Mr.  O'Connell  was  not  pronounced  till  the  30tli 
of  May,  when  he  was  adjudged  to  be  imprisoned  for  twelve  months ;  to  be 
fined  2000Z. ;  and  to  be  bound  in  his  own  recognizances,  and  by  two  sureties, 
to  keep  the  peace  for  seven  years.    The  other  persons  convicted,  with  the 
exception  of  one  not  brought  up  for  judgment,  were  sentenced  to  nine 
months'  imprisonment,  and  to  a  fine  of  50^.,  with  smaller  sums  for  their  own 
recognizances,  with  sureties,  to  keep  the  peace  for  the  like  terms  of  seven 
years. 

When  sir  Bobert  Feel  met  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  Session  of 
1S4A,  he  was  enabled  with  justice  to  take  a  favourable  view  of  the  condition 
of  the  country  as  the  best  justification  of  his  financial  policy  of  1842.  There 
had  been  a  disposition,  he  said,  to  draw  too  hasty  a  conclusion  as  to  the 
operation  of  the  great  change  in  the  Customs'  Duties.  The  Government  had 
asked  for  time  properly  to  judge  what  would  be  the  effect^of  that  alteration. 
It  was  now  admitted  that  there  was  a  material  improvement  in  some  branches 
of  manufacture.    With  regard  to  Bevenue,  he  was  enabled  to  state  that  the 

*  Huiflard,  vol.  Ixziii.  col.  254. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1844.]        DEBATES  ON  THE  CORN-LAWS— POSITION  OF  SIR  R.  PEEL.  5ia 

eourse  of  deficiency  bad  been  suspended,  and  tbat  tbe  revenue  of  tbe  current 
year  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  meet  tbe  ezistiDg  cbarges.  He  explicitly 
declared  that  be  bad  not  contemplated,  and  did  not  contemplate,  an  alteration 
in  tbe  present  Corn-Laws.  Neitber  on  account  of  the  price  of  com,  nor  on 
account  of  yariations  in  tbat  price,  was  be  led  to  form  a  more  unfavourable 
opinion  witb  respect  to  tbe  operations  of  tbe  existing  law,  tban  be  entertained 
at  tbe  time  wben  be  proposed  it. 

Tbe  improvement  in  tbe  condition  of  tbe  people  was  attributed  by  mem- 
bers of  tbe  Opposition  less  to  tbe  measures  of  i^be  Government  tban  to  tbe 
effects  of  a  plentiful  harvest.  To  this  cause  may  be  ascribed  tbe  diminished 
agitation  for  the  repeal  of  tbe  Corn-Laws*  But  the  League  held  firmly 
together,  and  continued  its  salutary  course  of  endeavouriDg  to  enlighten  tbe 
public  upon  the  permanent  results  of  tbose  laws.  During  the  Session  there 
were  two  formal  discussions  on  tbe  subject  of  Protection  to  Agriculture.  Mr. 
Gobden,  on  the  12tb  of  March,  moved  for  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  tbe 
effects  of  protective  duties  on  agricultural  tenants  and  labourers.  The 
motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  91.  On  tbe  25tb  of  June,  Mr. 
Tilliers  proposed  Besolutions  which  contemplated  .tbe  total  repeal  of  the 
Corn-Law.  These  Besolutions,  after  a  debate  of  two  nights,  were  rejected 
by  a  majority  of  204.  In  this  debate,  as  at  the  beginning  of  tbe  Session, 
sir  Bobert  Peel  maintained  bis  determination  to  stand  by  tbe  existing  law. 
He  avowed  himself  an  advocate  for  protection  to  agriculture,  not  for  tbe 
sake  of  the  landlords,  but  from  a  conviction  of  tbe  evils  which  tbe  sudden 
removal  of  protection  would  inflict  upon  general  interests,  domestic  and 
colonial.  He  looked  to  tbose  general  interests;  be  looked  especially  to 
Ireland,  of  wbicb  agriculture  was  tbe  great  staple. 

Tbe  principles  avowed  and  tbe  measures  proposed  by  sir  Bobert  Peel  in 
bis  legislative  career  must  be  viewed  under  two  aspects.  He  is  tbe  minister 
of  expediency,  holding  a  party  togetber  by  deference  to  tbe  opinions  of  the 
majority  tbat  placed  bim  in  power,  and  in  this  capacity  we  may  always  trace 
in  bis  speeches  some  evasion  of  tbe  logical  points  of  a  controversy — some 
inclination  to  skirmisb  on  tbe  outside  of  the  field  of  debate  instead  of  encoun- 
tering the  risks  of  a  general  conflict  of  principles.  Thus  be  always  deals 
witb  tbe  question  of  Protection,  and  especially  of  Protection  to  Agriculture. 
His  adversaries  tell  bim  again  and  again  that  be  is  speaking  against  bis  own 
convictions.  Mr.  Yilliers  closed  tbe  debate  of  tbe  25tb  of  June,  by  saying 
tbat  sir  Bobert  Peel  bad  just  made  a  speech  witb  wbicb  tbe  agriculturists « 
were  well  pleased ;  but  be  bad  made  the  same  sort  of  speech  for  them  in 
1839,  and  bad  thrown  them  overboard  afterwards,  because  tbe  state  of  tbe 
season  and  tbe  distress  of  the  people  bad  made  it  indispensable  to  give  some 
relief  to  tbe  country:  tbe  same  thing  would  happen  again.  Mr.  Milner 
Gibson  averred  that  sir  Bobert  Peel  would  not  say  tbat  be  meant  to  make 
Protection  permanent,  but  bis  will  must  give  law  to  his  party,  for  tbey  could  not 
make  a  Ministry  witbout  bim.  As  a  party-leader  we  must  tberefore  regard 
tbe  First  Lord  of  tbe  Treasury  wben  be  deals  witb  questions  upon  which  tbe 
majority  appeared  to  be  urrevocably  committed.  Now  and  then,  indeed, 
tbere  was  a  slight  indication  tbat  tbe  powerful  minister,  under  some  pressure 
of  circumstances,  might  think  for  himself,  and  risk  tbe  consequences  of  an 
independent  judgment.  Tbe  extreme  Protectionists  were  occasionally  rest- 
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less  and  suspiciouB  under  his  reserred  and  cantioos  demeanour.  There  were 
men  amongst  them  quite  readj  to  become  their  leaders  in  the  character  of 
advocates;  but  the  doubt  always  arose-HX>uld  they  govern  as  statesmen? 
The  nation  forbad  the  experiment  in  its  support  of  the  temperate  Conservatisin 
of  sir  Bobert  PeeL  Those  who  suspected  more  than  ever  that  he  was  loeing 
the  "  undoubting  mind"  of  a  party-leader,  could  not  affirm  that  he  was  aeting 
against  a  secret  conscientious  belief  that  should  have  urged  him  forward 
with  or  without  his  following.  For  him,  the  abandonment  of  Protection  was 
not  a  purely  scientific  question.  Bepresentative  Government  imposed  upon 
him,  for  a  time  at  least,  the  inevitable  distinction  between  speculation  and 
action.  Essentially  different  was  the  course  of  the  minister  when  some  great 
policy  could  be  safely  treated  without  reference  to  the  chances  of  a  Division* 
When  such  an  occasion  arose,  the  timid  partisan  threw  off  his  tiammek 
and  became  the  confident  legislator. 

The  question  of  the  renewal  of  the  Bank  Charter  furnished  sudi  an 
opportunity,  which  real  statesmanship  knew  how  to  seise.  He  was  now 
consistently  acting  upon  principles  which  he  had  tardily  adopted  upon  con- 
viction a  quarter  of  a  century  before.  Considering,  he  said,  the  part  which 
he  took  in  1819  in  terminating  the  system  of  inconvertible  paper-currency, 
and  in  re-establishing  the  ancient  standard  of  value,  it  would  be  to  him  a 
source  of  great  personal  satisfaction,  if  he  should  obtain  the  assent  of  Parlia- 
ment to  proposids,  which  were  in  fact  the  complement  of  these  measures,— 
which  were  calculated  to  guarantee  their  permanence  and  to  facilitate  their 
practical  operation.  He  chiefly  looked  forward  as  the  result  of  these  pro- 
posals to  the  mitigation  or  termination  of  evils  such  as  had  at  vanoos 
times  afflicted  the  country,  in  consequence  of  rapid  fluctuation  in  the  amount 
and  value  of  the  medium  of  exchange.  The  leading  proposab  which  he 
submitted  to  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  6th  ci  May,  were,  briefly,  aa 
follows: — ^To  continue  for  a  limited  time,  under  certain  conditions,  the 
privileges  of  the  Bank  of  England ;  to  provide  by  law  that  the  Bank 
should  be  divided  into  two  departments,  one  confined  to  the  issue  and  circu- 
lation of  notes,  the  other  to  the  conduct  of  banking  business;  to  limit  the 
amount  of  securities  upon  which  it  should  be  bwful  for  the  Bank  to  issue 
Promissory  Notes  payable  upon  demand ;  to  provide  that  a  weekly  publiea* 
tion  should  be  made  by  the  Bank  of  the  state  both  of  the  circulation  and  the 
banking  departments*  With  regard  to  other  banks,  the  issue  of  promissory 
«notes  payable  to  bearer  on  demand  was  prohibited  to  any  bank  not  then 
issuiog  such  notes,  or  to  any  bank  hereafter  to  be  established ;  and  the  banks 
of  issue  that  were  to  continue  were  to  be  subject  to  limitations  of  the  extent 
of  issue,  and  to  various  regulations,  including  the  weekly  publication  of  the 
amount  of  notes  issued.  The  Bill  founded  on  sir  Bobert  Peel's  Beaolutions 
was  carried,  with  very  slight  opposition,  through  both  Houses.  M.  Chuzot 
says,  **  he  keenly  enjoyed  that  success ;  and  delighted  to  speak  of  his  Bank 
Act  as  one  of  the  most  important  achievements  of  his  public  life.  Perhaps 
because  it  was  one  of  those  in  which  he  most  fully  succeeded  in  obtaining 
the  object  which  was  ever  present  to  his  mind — the  union  of  scientific  truth 
with  practical  efficiency."  *    Eighteen  years  have  gone  by  since  the  passing 
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oiHoM  measure ;  and  xmqueationably  its  " practical  efficiency"  has  often  been 
tested  in  times  of  improvident  speculation.  On  the  other  hand,  whilst  the 
adyocates  for  unlimited  paper  currency  maintained  that  the  "scientific 
truth"  shackled  all  the  operations  of  industry,  which  would  have  flourished 
with  less  risk  under  a  perfectly  free  system  of  banking,  more  sober  econo- 
mists could  not  suppress  their  belief  that,  in  a  season  of  commercial  collapse, 
the  Bank  Act  increased  the  difficulties  of  the  crisis,  and  made  a  seasoa  of 
pressure  become  a  season  of  ruin  to  a  far  wider  class  than  that  of  rash 
speculators. 

In  the  Session  of  1843  the  Ministry  had  brought  forward  a  measure 
for  the  Begulation  of  Labour  in  Factories,  which  embraced  a  comprehensive 
plan  for  the  education  of  the  children  employed  in  the  large  and  increasing 
establishments  where  the  eotton,  flax,  wool,  and  silk  manufEu^tures  were 
carried  on.     These  edncation  clauses  produced  an  outcry  throughout  the 
kingdom,  equally  strong  firom  Churchmen  and  from  Dissenters ;  so  that  the 
GKivernment  was  compelled  by  the  hostility  of  sects  and  parties  to  make  no 
provision  at  all  for  the  proper  training  of  a  class  of  children  who,  with  a 
very  few  exceptions  in  the  case  of  some  enlightened  millowners,  were  lefb  in 
their  ignorance  and  evil  habits  to  grow  up  into  brutalized  and  dangerous  men 
and  women.    Sir  James  G-raham,  who  had  assiduously  laboured  in  the  con- 
struction of  an  efficient  plan  of  factory  education,  was  thus  compelled,  after 
his  measure  had  been  four  months  under  discussion  in  Parliament,  to  announce 
that  he  would  not  in  that  Session  press  the  education  clauses  in  the  Factories 
Bill.     He  had  made  alterations,  he  said,  which  had  not  abated  the  hostility 
of  the  Dissenters ;  the  Church  had  not  given  him  any  very  cordial  support ; 
and  without  general  concord  and  co-operation  the  Bill  would  be  inoperative, 
and  woidd  engender  religious  strife  and  animosity.    Early  in  the  Session  of 
1844  sir  James  Graham  again  introduced  a  Bill  for  the  Begulation  of  Labour  in 
Factories ;  but  the  education  clauses  of  the  former  Bill  were  now  dropped ; 
and,  without  any  provision  whatever  for  education,  the  sole  object  aimed  at 
was  a  proper  limitation  of  the  hoars  of  employment  for  women  and  children. 
The  House  was  in  Committee  on  this  Bill  on  the  15th  of  March,  when  upon 
the  discussion  of  the  interpretation  clause  which  defined  the  word  "  Night," 
and  the  word  '' Meal-time,"  lord  Ashley  proposed  an  amendment,  "  that  the 
word  *  night  *  shall  be  taken  to  mean  from  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  to  six 
o'clock  in  the  following  morning ;  and  that  the  word  '  meal^time '  shall  be 
taken  to  mean  an  interval  of  cessation  from  work,  for  the  purpose  of  rest 
and  refreshment,  at  the  rate  of  two  hours  a  day ;  with  a  view  to  effect  a 
limitation  of  the  hours  of  labour  t^o  ten  in  the  day."     Bir  James  Graham 
opposed  this  amendment,  which  he  asserted  would  seriously  affect  the  com- 
mercial prosperity  of  the  country,  reducing  the   returns  on  capital,  and 
involving  a  diminution  of  wages  to  the  amount  of  twenty-five  per  cent.     The 
government  Bill  proposed  to  retain  the  existing  term  of  twelve  hours  of 
factory  labour,  extending  protection  to  females  and  young  persons.    Sir 
Bobert  Peel  maintained  that  the  opposite  suggestion  for  the  limitation  of 
labour  to  ten  hours  for  finales  and  young  persons,  would  produce  a  limita- 
tion to  ten  hours  for  male  adults  also.    The  most  urgent  argument  that  sir 
Bobert  Peel  used  was  founded  upon  statistical  facts.    The  exports  of  the 
cotton,  line%  silk,  and  woollen  manufactures  of  the  country  amounted  to 
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thirtj-five  millions  sterling  out  of  forty-four  millions  of  all  British  manu- 
factures  exported ;  so  that  five-sixths  of  the  exported  manufactures  of  this 
country  would  be  subjected  to  a  new  law,  which  was  to  provide  that  it  would 
not  be  legal  to  labour  at  them  for  more  than  fifly-nine  hours  instead  of  sixty- 
nine  hours  a  week ;  the  Saturday  being  proposed  by  lord  Ashley  to  remain 
without  alteration.  There  would  thus  be  two  hundred  and  fifty  days  in  ft 
year,  of  which  the  working  hours  being  reduced  from  twelve  to  ten,  there 
would  be  five  hundred  hours  less  labour  during  fifty-two  weeks,  which  would 
be  equivalent  to  a  loss  of  seven  weeks*  working  time.  Singular  were  some  of 
the  arguments  by  which  lord  Ashley's  proposal  was  supported.  Lord  John 
Sussell,  for  example,  would  vote  for  it  in  the  hope  that  a  limitation  in  the 
hours  of  labour  would  compel  us  to  resort  to  additional  supplies  of  foreign 
com  to  counteract  the  effect  of  fidling  wages.  The  government  were 
defeated,  lord  Ashley  carrying  his  amendment  by  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine  votes  against  one  hundred  and  seventy.  Sir  James  G-raham  said  that 
the  proposed  alteration,  when  the  eighth  clause  came  to  be  discussed,  could 
be  considered  in  a  more  substantive  form.  The  next  night  lord  Ashley  stated 
that  he  should  so  word  his  clause,  that  for  two  years  the  limitation  should  be 
for  eleven  hours,  and  that  after  that  period  the  ten  hours'  restriction  should 
take  effect.  On  the  22nd,  when  the  government  strongly  opposed  the 
amendment  of  their  Bill  in  this  modified  shape,  the  debate  was  terminated 
by  two  divisions,  one  of  which  was  cootradictory  of  the  other.  Upon  the 
proposal  to  fill  up  the  blank  in  the  clause  with  the  word  '^  twelve,"  one 
hundred  and  eighty-three  voted  in  favour  of  the  motion,  and  one  hundred 
and  eighty-six  against  it.  The  House  again  dividing  on  the  motion  that  the 
blank  be  filled  up  with  the  word  "  ten,"  for  the  motion  there  were  one 
hundred  and  eighty-one  votes,  against  it  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight.  In 
various  and  complicated  shapes  this  question  continued  to  be  discussed  for 
two  months,  till  on  the  13th  of  May,  sir  Bobert  Peel,  having  declared  that, 
estimating  that  a  ten  hours'  Bill  would  strike  off  thirty-six  thousand  pounds  a 
week  from  the  wages  of  those  employed,  and  believing  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
government  to  take  a  comprehensive  view  of  all  the  great  interests,  com- 
mercial, political,  social,  and  moral,  of  all  classes,  he  would  resist  the  wishes 
of  the  factory  operatives  in  order  to  promote  their  wel&re.  "  I  protest,"  he 
said,  "  against  the  doctrine,  that  we  are  to  concede  because  it  is  the  popular 
will.  If  we  are  satisfied  that  it  is  net  for  the  popular  interests,  then  it  is 
our  painful  but  necessary  duty  to  resist.  If  this  House  be  of  a  different 
opinion — ^if  you  are  satisfied  that  you  must  make  this  great  experiment  on 
labour — or  if  you  think  concession  is  inevitable,  and  that  you  must  give  way 
to  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  the  people — be  it  so !  But  if  you  take  that 
course,  and  if  you  resolve  (as  you  cannot  but  do  in  consistency)  to  pursue 
it,  you  must — I  say  it  with  all  respect — you  must  do  so  under  other  auspices, 
and  under  guides  who  can  trace  a  clearer  and  a  better  way  than  can  the 
present  administration."  This  very  plain  intimation,  which  the  biographer 
of  sir  Bobert  Feel  describes  as  "  using  his  right  with  a  somewhat  ungentle 
haiightiness,"  produced  its  natural  effect.  The  House  rejected  the  ten  hours' 
clause  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and  the  governmeat 
Bill  was  passed. 

The  question  of  the  Sugar  Duties,  which  was  formerly  debated  less  on 
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financial  grounds  than  on  moral  and  religions,  has  now  lost,  in  the  equaliza- 
tion of  duties  between  colonial  and  foreign  sugar,  the  interest  which  once 
attached  to  the  strong  repugnance  of  a  ^reat  party  to  admit  slave-grown 
sugar.  Upon  commercial  grounds  there  were  also  two  parties,  whose 
interests  and  principles  were  strongly  opposed.  The  West  India  interest 
resisted  that  enlargement  of  the  area  of  supply  which  would  result  from  the 
admission  of  any  other  than  colonial  sugar.  With  them  went  the  formid- 
able Anti-slaveiy  party.  The  Free-Traders,  constantly  protesting  against  the 
preference  of  colonial  over  foreign  sugar,  bad  against  them  the  great  band  of 
enthusiasts  who  regarded  slave-grown  sugar  as  the  abomination  which  every 
good  housewife  ought  to  resist,  by  supporting  that  monopoly  of  the  West 
India  proprietors  which  was  quite  insufficient  to  supply  the  demand  in  this 
country,  and  therefore  kept  all  sugar  dear.  The  government  in  1S4AI  still 
held  to  the  principle  of  a  differential  duty ;  but  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  on  the  3rd  of  June,  proposed  an  abatement  of  the  duty  on  foreign 
sugar  provided  it  was  the  produce  of  free  labour.  Upon  a  proposition  of 
Mr.  Miles,  a  conservative  member,  for  reducing  the  duty  upon  British 
plantation  sugar  to  20#.  per  cwt.  instead  of  24a,,  and  foreign  free-grown 
sugar  to  80#.,  the  government  were  defeated  by  a  majority  of  two  hundred 
and  forty-one  against  two  hundred  and  twenty-one.  This  division  was  a 
great  crisis  for  the  ministry.  The  division  took  place  on  a  Saturday  morning. 
On  the  Sunday  a  Cabinet  Council  was  held,  and  on  the  Monday  sir  Bobert 
Peel,  amidst  intense  excitement,  called  upon  the  House  to  reconsider  its 
decision,  of  which  important  consequences  might  be  the  result.  This  was  to 
declare,  in  words  that  could  not  be  mistaken,  that  if  he  were  to  continue  in 
office  he  must  have  the  full  and  untrammelled  support  of  the  party  he  repre- 
sented. The  House  did  reconsider,  reversing  its  decision  by  a  majority  of 
two  hundred  and  fifcy-five  against  two  hundred  and  thirty-three.  It  was  on 
the  occasion  of  this  debate  that  Mr.  Disraeli,  with  a  more  marked  hostility 
towards  sir  Bobert  Peel  than  he  had  before  displayed,  adverted  to  the  former 
opinions  of  the  Prime  Minister,  when  he  said  that  he  had  never  entered  into 
the  Anti-slavery  cry,  and  would  never  enter  into  the  cry  of  "  Cheap  Sugar." 
*^  Now  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  adopted  certain  opinions  of  a  very 
decided  character  with  respect  to  slavery ;  and  he  told  the  House  cheap  sugar 
was  of  such  importance  that  the  existence  of  his  ministry  depended  upon  it, 
and  that  the  character  of  his  supporters  must  be  sacrificed  to  secure  his 
ministry.  Twenty-four  months  had  only  elapsed,  and  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  came  forward  with  a  detestation  of  slavery  in  every  place — except 
in  the  benches  behind  him.  If  the  Anti-slavery  repugnance  were  only  a  little 
more  prevalent — if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  did  not  expect  upon  every 
diyision,  and  at  every  crisis,  that  his  gang  should  appear,  and  the  whip  should 
sound  with  that  alacrity  which  he  understood  was  now  prevalent — it  would 
be  a  little  more  consistent  with  the  tone  which  he  assumed  with  respect  to 
the  slave-trade,  and  with  that  which  was  now  the  principal  subject  of 
discussion." 

The  great  questions,  financial  and  social,  whose  decision  was  to  have  a  per- 
manent influence  upon  the  progress  of  improvement,  produced  little  excitement 
beyond  the  walls  of  parliameat  compared  with  one  ministerial  act,  which 
startled  the  nation  for  awhile  and  then  quickly  passed  into  oblivion.    Th^ 
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BritiBh  people  are,  as  they  ought  to  be,  excessively  jealous  of  any  secret  and 
apparently  despotic  exercise  of  power  by  the  executire  government.  The 
power  of  issuing  a  warrant  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  opening  of 
letters  at  the  Post  Office  had  been  exercised,  under  the  sanction  of  the  law, 
from  the  very  first  formation  of  that  institution.  It  was  the  express  condi- 
tion in  the  preamble  to  the  early  Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  the  Post 
that  the  government  should  have  this  power.  In  subsequent  statutes  the 
power  had  been  confirmed,  with  certain  modifications,  even  as  recently  as  at 
the  aocession  of  Queen  Victoria.  There  could  be  no  question  about  the  law 
of  the  case,  and  the  power  had  been  exercised  by  Secretaries  of  State  of  all 
parties,  without  any  apprehension  that  in  a  discreet  use  of  this  right  they  had 
violated  the  great  principles  of  English  liberty ;  from  Mr.  Tox  to  lord  John 
Busseil  they  believed  that  such  a  power  was  necessary  to  the  safety  of  the 
State.  On  the  14th  of  June  Mr.  Thomas  Duncombe  presented  a  petition  to 
the  House  of  Commons  from  Serafino  Calderara,  Joseph  Mazzini,  W.  J. 
Linton,  and  Wm.  Lovett,  complaining  that  their  letters  had  been  opened  at 
the  Post  Office.  Sir  James  Graham  stated  that,  under  the  power  of  the  act 
of  1837,  which  consolidated  previous  laws,  he  had  given  a  warrant,  no  longer 
in  existence,  to  open  the  letters  of  one  of  the  petitioners,  whom  he  did  not  wish 
to  name.  On  the  24th  of  June  Mr.  Duncombe  moved  for  a  Committee  of 
Inquiry,  which  was  refused  by  a  majority  of  forty-four.  Eor  some  weeks  the 
country  became  agitated  with  a  prevailing  belief  that  no  letters  were  safe ; 
that  there  was  an  extensive  spy-system  conducted  within  an  inner  chamber 
of  the  Post  Office.  There  were  few  who  did  not  to  some  extent  adopt  the 
declaration  of  the  four  petitioners,  ''  that  they  considered  such  a  practice, 
introducing  as  it  did  the  spy*system  of  foreign  states,  as  repugnant  to  every 
principle  of  the  British  constitution,  and  subversive  of  the  public  confidence 
which  was  so  essential  to  a  commercial  country."  This  was  indeed  a  fertile 
theme  for  journalists  and  caricaturists.  Continental  nations  looked  on  with 
astonishment  at  the  ebullition  of  popular  rage  at  an  act  which  appeared  to 
them  the  simplest  and  most  natural  course  of  a  government  to  pursue.  They 
were  accustomed  to  much  stronger  displays  of  bureaucratic  power.  Sir 
James  G-raham,  it  soon  became  understood,  had  thus  endeavoured  to  trace  the 
intrigues  of  one  distinguished  foreign  enthusiast,  whose  designs  he  was 
powerless  to  repress  in  a  country  where  aliens  were  subjected  to  no  stringent 
supervision.  Wisely  did  the  ministers  ret^olve  at  last,  that  the  disclosures  of 
all  the  facts  in  a  full  inquiry  was  the  best  mode  of  setting  themselves  right  in 
public  opinion.  On  the  2ud  of  July  sir  James  Graham  expressed  his  anxiety 
for  inquiry  ;  and  when  Mr.  Duncombe  moved  again  for  a  Committee,  the  sus- 
pected Secretary  of  State,  whilst  proposing  that  the  Committee  should  be 
secret,  moved  that  it  should  consist  of  nine  persons,  none  of  whom  should 
be  connected  with  office,  and  five  of  whom  should  be  selected  from  the  Oppo* 
sition.  This  &imess  went  far  to  disarm  the  public  hostility.  In  August  the 
Committee  made  their  Beport.  It  is  a  most  interesting  and  elaborate  review 
of  the  history  of  the  practice,  from  the  time  of  the  statute  of  Anne  in  1711, 
io  that  of  its  exercise  iu  1844.  The  Committee  reported  that  the  general 
average  of  the  warrants  during  the  present  century  did  not  much  exceed 
eight  a  year.  A  similar  Committee  was  formed  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Their 
Seport  showed  that  since  1822,  one  hundred  and  eighty-two-warrants  had 
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been  imued,  averaging  about  eigbt  per  annum ;  two-tbirda  of  wbieb  bad  been 
for  tbe  puq)08e  of  traoing  persona  accused  of  offences,  or  of  tracing  propertj 
embezzled  by  suspected  offenders.  Tbe  warrants  for  detention  of  letters,  at 
periods  wben  tbe  circumstances  of  tbe  country  seemed  to  tbreaten  public 
tranquillit J,  bad  scarcely,  upon  an  average  of  twenty-one  years,  exceeded  two 
warrants  annually  in  Great  Britain.  After  tbe  publication  of  tbese  Beports 
tbe  people  were  effectually  tranquillized ;  the  advertisers  of  secure  envelopes 
«nd  anti-Grabam  wafers  ceased  to  find  customers ;  the  law  remained  unal- 
tered. There  was  a  generous  motive  for  tbe  indignation  ezpresaed  at  tbe 
opening  of  tbe  letters  of  Se&or  Mazsini,  for  it  was  understood  that  be  was 
tbe  one  petitioner  to  whom  tbe  warrant  of  sir  James  Gbabam  applied.  It 
was  said  that  this  warrant  was  issued  at  the  instance  of  tbe  8ardinian  mi- 
nister. The  duke  of  liVellington,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  declared  that  he 
was  enabled  to  state  that  there  was  no  foundation  whatever  for  such  a  rumour. 
Tbe  Beport  of  the  Committee  of  tbe  House  of  Commons  related  that  tbe 
warrant  to  open  and  detain  letters  addressed  to  Mazzini  was  issued  on  tbe 
1st  of  March  and  was  cancelled  on  the  3rd  of  June ;  that  representations  bad 
been  made  to  the  government  that  plots,  of  which  be  was  tbe  centre,  were 
carrying  on  upon  British  territory  to  excite  an  insurrection  in  Italy ;  that 
the  information,  calculated  to  frustrate  this  attempt,  which  was  deduced  from 
tbe  letters  so  opened,  was  communicated  to  a  foreign  power ;  but  the  Informix 
tion  so  communicated  was  not  of  a  nature  to  compromise,  and  did  not  com-  • 
promise,  the  safety  of  any  individual  within  tbe  reach  .of  that  foreign  power, 
nor  was  it  made  known  to  that  power  by  what  means,  or  from  what  source, 
auch  information  had  been  obtained. 

An  Act  of  this  Session  for  tbe  "  Begulation  of  Suits  relating  to  Meeting- 
Houses  and  other  Property  held  for  Beligious  Purposes  by  Persons  dissenting 
from  tbe  United  Church  of  England  and  Ireland,"  was  a  measure  of  justice 
promoted  and  carried  through  by  tbe  Goveroment.  In  the  time  of  Charles 
the  Second  there  was  a  bequest  of  certain  manors  in  York  in  trust  to  support 
*^  godly  preachers  of  Christ's  holy  gospel."  The  lady  Hewlet,  who  made 
tlds  bequest,  was  a  dissenter,  and  the  terms  "godly  preachers"  was  suffi- 
cient to  indicate  that  tbe  bequest  was  not  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Church  of  England ;  neither  could  the  sect  of  Unitarians  which  afterwards 
Arose  have  been  held  as  "  godly  preachers  "  in  tbe  seventeenth  century.  But 
after  the  lapse  of  many  yea^  the  Trinitarian  sectaries  to  which  lady  Hewlet 
belonged,  gradually  became  Unitarians.  Other  dissenters,  however,  held  that 
those  in  possession  had  no  legal  right  to  tbe  benefit  of  the  bequest,  having 
forfeited  it  wben  they  abandoned  the  doctrine  which  she  considered  that  of 
^  Christ's  holy  gospel."  After  a  suit  of  fourteen  years,  and  an  appeal  to 
the  House  of  Lords,  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  was  coufirmed, 
that  the  Unitarians  were  excluded  from  tbe  bequest,  and  that  the  Trini- 
tarian Protestant  dissenters  ought  to  be  the  possessors  of  the  property. 
To  put  an  end  to  the  recurrence  of  similar  disputes,  lord  Lyndhurst 
brought  in  a  bill,  which,  however,,  was  strenuously  opposed  in  and  out  of 
parliament.  The  principal  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  comfirm  in  tbe  full  pos- 
aession  of  their  establishments  any  society  of  Protestant  dissenters  which  had 
been  in  possession  of  them  for  twenty  years.  Tbe  bishop  of  Loudon  opposed 
the  Bill,  on  the  ground  that  it  legalized  the  use  of  chapels  for  purposea 
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entirelj  contrary  to  that  for  which  thej  were  founded.  But  there  was 
another  ohject  in  the  Bill  which  provoked  a  wider  opposition.  FreviouB 
to  a  statute  of  1813,  the  exceptions  to  the  Act  of  Toleration  which  exclu- 
sivelj  affected  Unitarians  had  continued  in  force ;  in  repealing  these  exce|k 
tions  the  Legislature  had  not  made  the  Act  retrospective.  It  was  the 
intention  of  the  present  Bill  to  give  Unitarians  as  firm  a  possession  of  their 
ancient  property  as  of  that  which  they  had  acquired  since  the  statute  of  1813. 
This  measure  generally  was  denounced  by  certain  portions  of  what  is  called 
the  Beligious  World  as  being  solely  for  the  benefit  of  a  sect ;  which  other 
sects,  suspending  their  own  differences  to  unite  against  a  community,  rick 
and  intelligent  indeed,  but  a  mere  fraction  as  to  its  numbers, — denounced  as 
standing  outside  the  pale  of  Christianity.  Nevertheless  in  both  Houses  the 
Bill,  with  an  alteration  of  the  term  of  occupancy  from  twenty  to  twenty-five 
years,  was  passed  by  large  majorities. 

The  actual  prorogation  of  parliament  was  deferred  for  a  month  later  than 
was  required  by  the  exigencies  of  public  business.  On  the  9th  of  August 
lord  John  Bussell  took  a  survey  of  the  general  condition  of  the  country, 
his  speech  being  remarkable  for  the  absence  of  party  spirit.  Sir  Bobert 
Feel  recapitulated  the  measures  of  the  Session,  which  he  said  was  distin- 
guished for  important  and  efficient  legislation.  The  House  of  Commons  then 
adjourned  to  the  5th  of  September.  The  House  of  Lords  was  engaged  in. 
one  of  the  most  important  functions  of  that  body,  that  of  being  a  Court  of 
Law  in  the  last  resort.  Mr.  O'Connell  and  the  other  prisoners  had  appealed 
for  a  reversal  of  their  sentence  upon  a  Writ  of  Error.  The  judges  of  the 
English  courts  were  referred  to  by  the  Lords  for  their  opinions.  Six  of  the 
eleven  counts  were  decided  by  all  of  nine  judges  to  be  bad  or  informal ; 
seven  of  the  judges  held  that  the  judgment  must  stand,  as  the  Irish  judges  alone 
could  know  upon  how  much  of  the  verdict  they  had  grounded  their  sentence. 
The  peers  were  now  to  decide.  The  people  both  of  Ireland  and  England 
were  waiting  their  decision  with  intense  interest ;  the  Irish  Bepealers  antici- 
pating that  the  servOe  and  despotic  peers  of  England  would  eagerly  embrace 
the  opportunity  of  condemning  their  great  agitator  to  a  prolonged  incarcera- 
tion, and  the  people  of  England  for  the  most  part  being  afraid  that,  through 
the  high  sense  of  honour  and  the  impartial  justice  of  these  peers,  he  would  be 
let  loose  for  further  mischief.  It  was  a  question  of  legal  construction  which 
could  only  be  properly  settled  by  the  Law  Lords.  On  the  5th  of  September, 
when  the  judgment  was  to  be  delivered,  some  lay  peers  contended  that  they 
had  a  right  to  vote.  The  ministry,  speaking  with  a  voice  of  moderation  by 
lord  Whamcliffe,  one  of  their  supporters,  left  the  decision  of  the  question 
with  the  four  Law  Lords,  although  it  was  pretty  well  known  what  their 
decision  would  be.  It  was  voted  by  lord  Denman,  lord  Cottenham,  and  lord 
Campbell,  that  the  judgment  of  the  Court  below  should  be  reversed ;  lord 
Brougham  voted  that  it  should  be  maintained.  O'Connell  on  the  6th  of 
September  left  his  prison  in  a  triumphal  car,  wearing  the  green  and  gold 
repeal  cap ;  and  escorted  by  thousands  of  people  paraded  the  streets  of 
Dublin  for  four  hours.  He  then  addressed  the  multitude  from  his  own 
house  in  Merrion-equare.  He  told  them  that  on  the  next  Monday,  at 
Conciliation  Hall,  he  would  put  forth  his  plans  for  the  future.  His  triumph 
was  celebrated  throughout  Ireland  by  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations. 
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Bat  his  power  was  gone.  His  "  plans  for  the  future  '*  were  altogether  abor- 
tive. He  again  had  his  Monster  Meetings,  but  they  ceased  to  furilish  a 
subject  of  apprehension  to  the  government.  From  his  balcony  on  the  6th  of 
September  he  had  told  the  people,  "  this  is  the  great  day  for  Ireland — a  day 
of  justice."    By  the  justice  he  was  extinguished. 

During  the  month  of  August  the  governments  of  G-reat  Britain  and  France 
had  been  nearly  on  the  point  of  a  serious  rupture.  In  September,  1843,  the 
queen  of  Tahiti  (Otaheite),  named  Fomar^,  who  was  a  follower  of  the  English 
missionaries^  and  had  professed  her  desire  that  her  subjects  should  be  con- 
verted to  Christianity,  was  induced — ^probably  under  the  threats  of  the  ad- 
miral of  a  French  squadron  off  her  shores — ^to  place  herself  under  the  protec- 
torate of  France.  The  natives  were  angry  at  this,  and  showed  marked  hosti- 
lity to  the  French  among  them.  In  November  admiral  Dupetit  Thenars 
landed  troops  on  the  island ;  set  up  the  French  flag,  removing  queen  Fomar^'s 
ensign;  and  issued  a  proclamation  that  Tahiti  belonged  to  France.  The  French 
government  disavowed  this  act ;  but,  says  M.  Ouizot,  "  The  French  flag  had 
just  been  planted  in  the  islands  of  Polynesia,  and  we  could  not  consent  that, 
at  the  very  moment  of  its  appearance,  it  should  be  withdrawn."  *  French 
honour  would  be  wounded,  said  a  party  in  the  Chambers,  if  the  national  flag 
which  the  admiral  had  set  up  should  be  removed.  The  office  of  British  consul 
at  Tahiti  was  filled  by  a  missionary  named  Pritchard.  When  queen  Pomare 
was  deposed  he  hauled  down  his  flag,  declaring  his  functions  as  consul  were 
at  an  end,  as  he  was  not  accredited  by  the  English  government  to  a  French 
colony  in  that  capacity.  Four  mouths  afterwards  the  French  authorities, 
believing  that  he  had  instigated  the  hostility  of  the  natives  to  their  rule,  seized 
him,  and  required  as  a  condition  of  his  release  from  imprisonment  that  he 
should  immediately  leave  the  Pacific.  Mr.  Pritchard  arrived  in  Eaglaad  on 
the  26th  of  July,  and  there  was  immediately  an  outburst  of  national  indigna- 
tion which  the  government  did  not  attempt  to  repress.  On  the  contrary,  sir 
Bobert  Peel  said  in  parliament  on  the  dlst  oi  July,  '^  We  have  received 
accounts  from  Tahiti,  and  presuming  on  the  accuracy  of  these  accounts,  which 
I  have  no  reason  whatever  to  call  in  question,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  a 
gross  outrage,  accompanied  with  gross  indignity,  has  been  committed  upon 
the  British  consul  in  that  island.*'  M.  Guizot,  in  his  account  of  this  affair, 
says  the  words  which  sir  Bobert  Peel  had  used  were  "  unseasonable  and  inac- 
curate ;"  but  he  adds,  that  sir  Bobert  Peel,  in  his  communication  with  the 
French  government,  stated  that  he  did  not  admit  the  correctness  of  the  news- 
paper versions  of  his  speech.  Nevertheless  the  parliamentary  language  of  lord 
Aberdeen  might  have  been  equally  termed  ^*  unseasonable ; "  for  on  the  1st 
of  Augu3t  he  said,  **  the  late  outrage  of  the  French  at  Tahiti  was  of  so 
flagrant  a  character  as  to  be  almost  incredible."  M.  G-uizot  says  in  his  Me- 
moirs of  sir  B,  Peel,  that  he  could  not  with  propriety  relate  the  delicate 
negotiations  to  which  this  affair  gave  rise  between  lord  Aberdeen  and  himself, 
which)  "  ended  in  results,  just  in  themselves,  honourable  to  the  two  cabinets, 
and  salutary  to  the  two  countries."  f  The  French  government,  whilst  main- 
taining that  it  had  good  reason  for  sending  Mr.  Pritchard  away  from  the 
island,  acicnowledged  that  useless  and  vexatious  proceedings  had  been  taken 

♦  "  Memoirs  of  Sir  E.  Peel,"  p.  168.  t  Page  178.     ^  j 
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jraspectiiig  him,  of  which  ihej  disapproTdd,  and  offered  to  sward  htm  cofia- 
petnaation  for  his  loasea  and  si^iingB. 

Upon  the  prorogation  of  parliament  it  was  stated  in  the  Queen's  Speech 
that  the  danger  of  an  interruption  to  the  good  undentandiDg  and  fnendij 
relations  between  this  country  and  France  had  been  happily  averted  by  l^e 
spirit  of  justice  and  moderation  which  had  animated  the  two  govemments. 
The  entente  cordMe  was  to  be  confirmed  by  a  visit  of  the  King  of  the  French 
to  her  Majesty.  On  the  7th  of  October  he  arrived  at  Windsor  Castle,  where 
he  remained  for  a  week,  being  installed  a  Knight  of  the  Garter,  and  enter- 
tained with  sumptuous  banquets.  It  will  perhaps  be  for  the  historian  at  some 
future  day  to  relate  wheth^  Louis  Philippe,  during  this  friendly  visit,  forebore 
4dfeogether  to  approach  the  delicate  subject  of  matrimonial  alliances  of  his  own 
family  with  Spain.  His  far-reaching  projects  presented,  a  year  or  two  later, 
a  question  of  far  greater  danger  to  the  good  understanding  and  friendly 
rdations  between  the  two  countries,  than  the  arbitrary  acts  perpeiarated  upon 
a  poor  missionary  at  Tahiti. 

It  was  in  this  year  that  the  Prince  de  Joinville  published  his  celebrated 
<'  Note  on  the  State  of  the  Naval  Forces  of  France."  With  the  general 
public  a  document  like  this  passes  into  oblivion,  after  the  lapse  of  eighteen 
or  twenty  years,  unless  it  be  revived  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  some 
exclusive  opinions  either  of  a  war-party  or  a  peace-party.  We  have  alluded 
to  this  production  in  the  first  chapter  of  this  volume  ;  *  and  there  we  should 
hove  leflb  the  subject,  had  not  a  politician  of  no  ordinary  mark  recently  called 
attention  to  it  as  a  point  of  history,— of  course  with  his  own  gloss.  ''  The 
principal  contribution  to  the  first  panic,"  says  Mr.  Cobden,  "  previous  to  the 
publication  of  the  duke  of  Wellington's  letter,  was  the  pamphlet  of  Prince 
Joinville.  It  is  difficult  now,  after  a  calm  perusal  of  this  teact,  to  under- 
stand how  it  could  have  been  pressed  into  the  service  of  the  alarmists.  It  is 
filled  throughout  with  complaints  of  the  inferiority  of  the  French  navy,  and 
offers  not  a  few  probably  unmerited  compliments  to  the  superior  management 
of  England."  Mr.  Cobden  then  quotes  the  concluding  passage  of  the 
pamphlet :  '' '  I  have  been  obliged  to  expose  the  secret  of  our  weakness  com- 
pared to  the  greatness  of  British  power ;  but  I  should  think  myself  happy 
if,  by  the  sincere  avowal  of  those  sorrowful  truths,  I  were  able  to  dissipate 
-the  illusion,  in  which  are  so  many  clever  persons,  as  to  the  real  condition  of 
the  navy  of  France,  and  to  decide  them  to  ask  with  me  those  salutary  refbnns 
which  alone  can  give  our  navy  a  new  era  of  power  and  glory.'  "  t 

The  Prince  de  Joinville  quotes  a  passage  from  a  speech  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  29th  of  February,  1844,  in  which  it  was  said  tiiat  if  steam- 
vessels  had  been  employed  as  at  present.  Napoleon  might  easily  have  landed 
even  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  men  on  our  shores ;  and  that  although  such 
a  debarkation  would  not  have  had  much  success,  the  effect  would  have  been 
''  to  destroy  that  confidence  which  our  insular  situation  now  inspires.*'  The 
speaker,  says  the  royal  pamphleteer,  adjured  the  legislature  to  take  into 
4:ousideration  the  great  use  that  might  be  made  of  steam  navigation  in 
the  event  of  a  new  war.:|:    This  is  the  text  which  the  Prince  takes  for  his 

*  -4nie— Note,  p.  14.  t  "The  Three  Pwiica,"  p.  7. 

t  The  speaker  ^ras  Mr.  Spriog  £ice^  on  the  subject  of  Harbous  of  Befoge.  See  Hansard, 
voL  Ixxiii.  col.  400,  ^^  ^ 
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exportation.  Let  us  build  steam  vessels  «f  war  as  quicklj  as  possible,  to 
maintain  some  approach  to  equality  with  the  hundred  and  twenty-five  steam 
vessels  of  war  of  Great  Britain,  of  which  number  seventy-seven  are  armed. 
No  suggestion  could  have  been  more  proper.  But  what  are  the  definite 
objects  he  proposes  for  a  large  addition  to  the  French  steam  navy,  beyond 
the  defence  of  the  ports  and  arsenals  of  France,  in  the  event  of  a  war  ? 
^*  Our  successes  would  not  be  brilliant,  because  we  should  take  care  at  first 
to  avoid  compromising  all  our  resources  in  decisive  encounters.  But  we 
should  carry  on  war  with  certainty,  because  we  should  attack  two  things 
equally  vulnerable — the  confidence  of  the  English  people  in  the  insular 
position  of  their  country,  and  its  maritime  commerce.  Who  can  doubt  that, 
with  a  steam  navy  strongly  organized,  we  should  have  the  means  of  inflicting 
upon  the  enemy's  coasts  losses  and  sufferings  unknown  to  a  nation  which  has 
never  felt  all  the  miseries  which  war  brings  in  its  train  ?  As  the  comple- 
ment of  these  sufferings  would  come  the  evil,  equally  new  for  that  nation, — 
that  of  confidence  lost.  The  wealth  accumulated  on  its  coasts  and  in  its 
ports  would  cease  to  remain  in  security." 

We  have  given  "  a  calm  perusal  to  this  tract,"  and  we  do  not  find  it 
^  difficult  to  understand  how  it  could  have  been  pressed  into  the  service  of 
the  alarmists."  Mr.  Cobden  quotes  a  remonstrance  by  sir  William  Moles"- 
worth  to  the  ''Spectator"  in  January,  184i8,  in  which  the  philosophical 
statesman  asks  ^  the  editor  of  that  staid  and  philosophical  print "  whether  he 
considered  the  French  to  be  ruffians,  Findarees,  freebooters,  so  that  ''  you 
believe  it  necessary  to  keep  constant  watch  and  ward  against  them,  as  our 
Saxon  forefathers  did  against  the  Danes  and  the  Nordmen,  lest  they  should 
bum  our  towns,  plunder  our  coasts,  and  put  our  queen  to  ransom."  The 
year  1847 — when  Louis  Philippe  and  his  ministers  were  full  of  ambitious 
projects  not  very  different  from  those  which  Louis  the  Fourteenth  had 
cherished — was  not  so  far  removed  from  1844,  that  the  people  of  England 
had  forgotten  that  a  son  of  the  king  of  the  French  had  published  a  pamphlet 
which,  to  use  Mr.  Cobden's  words  "  had  sounded  like  a  tocsin  in  our  ears ;" 
that  a  prince  of  the  blood  royal  had  proposed  to  ''  burn  our  towns  and 
plunder  our  coasts  ;"  had,  to  repeat  the  honest  language  of  our  great  soldier 
which  we  have  before  quoted,  issued  '^  an  invitation  and  provocative  to  war, 
to  be  carried  on  in  a  manner  such  as  had  been  disclaimed  by  the  civilised 
portions  of  mankind."  * 

*  The  pamphlet  of  the  Prince  de  JoinTille,  vith  its  aeoompftnying  iaUei^  is  givon  la  fall  in 
^<  Axmuaire  Historique,"  1844,  Appendice,  p.  872. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

Parliament  opened— ImproTod  state  of  the  kingdom— Sir  Bobert  Peel^s  New  Tariff— Opposition  of 
the  Country-Party — ^Mr.  Cobden*8  motion  for  inquiring  into  Agricultural  Distress — ^Grant 
to  Maynooth  CoUege— Queen*s  Colleges  in  IreUuid — Jews  admitted  to  Municipal  Offioes 
— ^Prorogation — Apprehended  failure  of  the  Potato  Crop  in  Ireland — ^Proposal  of  sir  Bobert 
Peel  to  the  Cabinet — Lord  John  Russell's  Letter  to  the  Blectors  of  London — ^Dissensions  in 
the  Cabinet — Sir  B.  Peel  resigns — Failure  of  lord  John  Bussell  to  form  a  Miniitry— Sir  B» 
Peel  resumes  power — Parliament  opened  by  the  Queen — Sir  B.  Peel  asserts  his  determina- 
tion to  be  unshackled  as  BOnister — The  New  Tariff  and  the  Corn-law  Bills  introduosd  by 
sir  B.  Peel — Debate  of  Twelve  Nights  in  the  Commons — The  Bills  passed  in  both  Houses 
— Bill  for  the  Protection  of  Life  in  Ireland,  rejected  by  a  majority  against  the  Goyem- 
ment — Besignation  of  sir  B.  Peel— The  BusseU  Administration — The  Oregon  Question 
settled— British  Columbia— India— War  with  the  Sikhs— Battle  of  Moodkee— Sir  Henry 
Hardiuge  and  Sir  Hugh  Gk>ugh— Battle  of  Ferozeshah— Battles  of  AlUwall  and  Sobraon — 
Treaty  of  Peace— List  of  the  Bussell  Ministry. 

Wnxir  Parliament  was  opened  hj  the  Qaeen  on  the  4th  of  February,  1845, 
'Hhe  improYed  condition  of  the  country"  was  a  fertile  subject  of  her 
Majesty's  congratulation.  '^  Increased  activity  pervades  almost  every  branch 
of  manufacture;  trade  and  commerce  have  been  extended  at  home  and 
abroad.'*  At  this  period  the  Income  Tax  was  about  to  expire.  Why  then, 
with  a  certainty  of  improved  revenue  from  imports,  which  had  risen  from 
sixty-five  millions  in  1842  to  eighty-five  millions  in  1845,  was  it  necessary 
for  her  Majesty  to  say,  with  reference  to  the  Income  Tax,  that  it  might  be 
expedient  to  continue  its  operation  for  a  further  period  p  The  reason 
alleged  for  this  recommendation  was,  "  thus  to  obtain  the  means  of  adequately 
providing  for  the  public  service,  and  at  the  same  time  making  a  reduction  in 
other  taxation."  Simple  as  were  these  words  they  were  full  of  significance. 
The  one  object  in  1842  of  imposing  an  Income  Tax  was  to  repair  the  financial 
disorder  of  the  country.  That  object  had  been  accomplished.  On  the  5th  of 
January,  1845,  there  had  been  an  excess  of  income  over  expenditure  of  nearly 
three  millions  and  a  half.  The  Income  Tax  had  produced  something  above  five 
millions.  It  was  in  many  respects  an  objectionable  tax,  and  if  not  to  be  wholly 
abolished  there  was  ample  room  to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  impost  by. one- 
half.  But  the  minister  had  a  great  policy  to  carry  into  effect.  His  partial 
experiment  on  Free  Trade  had  prepared  him  to  make  a  bolder  experiment,  upon 
the  doctrine  that  the  surest  way  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  great  body 
of  the  people  was  to  remove  those  taxes  upon  large  branches  oi  industry  which 
not  only  interfered  with  their  extension,  but  placed  many  of  the  comforts  and 
conveniences  of  life  beyond  the  reach  of  the  humbler  classes.  M.  Guizot  haa 
truly  as  well  as  eloquently  said — ^'  the  greatest  happiness  of  the  greatest 
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number  of  human  beings  as  the  supreme  object  of  society  and  of  government^ 
was  the  superior  power  of  which  sir  Bobert  Peel  had  made  himself  the  minister, 
and  which  swayed  all  his  opponents;  some  of  them  gdyerned  like  himself,  others 
intimidated  or  paralyzed  by  this  great  idea,  which  was  clearly  or  dimly  present 
to  their  minds,  either  as  an  incontestable  right,  or  as  an  irresistible  fact.*'  * 

The  financial  statement  of  sir  Bobert  Peel  was  made  on  the  14th  of 
Pebruary.    Continuing  the  Income  Tax,  he  estimated  there  would  be  a 
surplus  of  3,4O0,O0OZ.    He  said — claying  down  general  principles  which  ought 
ever  to  be  kept  in  mind  by  a  British  financial  minister — "  In  the  first  place 
you  have  to  consider  the  claims  which  may  be  urged  in  favour  of  a  reduction 
of  taxation  on  account  of  the  heaviness  with  which  certain  imposts  press 
on  articles  of  general  consumption.    Tou  are  bound  also  to  consider  what 
taxes  press  on  the  raw  materials  which  constitute  the  staple  of  the  manu- 
factures of  the  country.     You  are  also    bound  to  consider  what   taxes 
cause  a  great  increase  in  the  establishments  necessary  for  their  collection, 
and  what  are  those  taxes  the  remission  of  which  will  enable  us  to  diminish 
those  establishments,  so  as  to  reduce  the  expense  of  collection.    You  are 
bound  also  to  consider  what    are  those  taxes  the  removal  of  which  will 
give  more  scope  to  commercial  enterprise,  and  occasion  an  increased  de- 
mand for  labour."  t    Broadly  to  state  the  minister's  plans  for  obtaining 
such    results    as   these,    he  proposed  to  abolish  all   duties    on   exports, 
including  the  duty  on  coal;  he  would  abolish  the  import  duties  on  four 
hundred  and  thirty  raw  materials  used  in  manufactures,  which,  although 
yielding  to  the  Treasury  only  320,000Z.,  would  still  be  a  real  and  efficient 
relief;  he  would  altogether  remove  the  duties  on  cotton-wool,  which  yielded 
680,000/. ;  the  reduction  to  be  effected  on  the  sugar-duties  would  amount  to 
1,300,000/.     More  important,  perhaps,  than  any   of  the  imposts    to  be 
abolished  or  reduced  was  the  repeal  of  the  duty  upon  glass.    That  duty, 
upon  the  value  of  the  manufactured  article,  was  not  less  than  from  200  to 
300  per  cent. ;  there  was  no  duty  which  required  such  a  system  of  perpetual 
and  vexatious  interference  with  the  manufacturer.    In  France,  in  Belgium, 
and  in  Bohemia,  there  was  no  excise  duty  on  glass.    In  Bohemia,  in  par- 
ticular,  the  manufacture  had  been  brought  to  a  state  of  admirable  perfection. 
We  had  peculiar  facilities  for  obtaining  the  same  results,  and  yet  we  could 
not  compete  with  foreigners  in  the  manufacture  of  glass.    "  If  you  permit," 
said  sir  Bobert,  '^  this  article  to  be  free  of  duty,  it  is  difficult  to  foresee,  in 
the  first  place,  to  what  perfection  this  beautiful  fabric  may  not  be  brought, 
and  secondly,  it  is  impossible  to  say  to  what  new  purposes  glass,  manu- 
fiictured  by  our  own  skill  and  capital,  may  not  be  applied."     Seven  years 
only  had  elapsed  after  the  sagacious  mimster  had  made  this  confident  antici- 
pation, when  we  saw  a  wondrous  fabric  arise  constructed  almost  wholly  of 
glass,  in  which  the  British  manufacturer  was  not  ashamed  to  exhibit  his  glass 
wares  by  the  side  of  his  foreign  rivals,  not  perhaps  reaching  the  perfection  of 
some  glass  fabrics  but  very  nearly  approaching  their  beauty  of  form  and 
colour.    Eleven  more  years  elapsed,  and  then,  in  the  more  extended  competi- 
tion of  a  second  International  Exhibition,  the  British  manufacture  of  glass 

*  Guizoi,  "Memoirs  of  Sir  Robert  Feel,"  p.  2S2. 
f  Hansard,  toL  IxtU.  col.  473. 
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for  domestic  lue  stood  at  the  head  of  evexy  Earopean  production.      Bat,  more 
than  all  this,  it  is  only  necessary  to  look  with  a  rapid  glance  at  the  architec- 
ture of  our  public  buildings,  of  our  shops,  of  our  mansions  and  villas,  and 
eyen  of  our  humblest  cottages,  to  see  how,  in  conjunction  with  the  subsequent 
repeal  of  the  window  tax,  the  removal  of  the  du^  on  glass  had  enabled  every 
building  to  be  erected  with  a  regard  to  convenience  and  comfort,  to  health 
and  cleanliness,  which  the  existence  of  those  imposts  to  a  great  extent  pre- 
vented.    It  was  the  merit  of  sir  Eobert  Peel  rarely  to  forget  the  effect  of 
taxation  upon  the  condition  of  the  poor.     He  had  in  view  the  qiiarry  of  the 
cottage  window,  rarely  mended  when  broken,  but  patched  with  paper  or 
stuffed  with  rag,  when  he  said — ^^  If  the  House  sanction  the  removal  of  the 
duty  upon  glass,  you  will  thereby  confer  on  the   poorer  classes  a  moat 
extensive  benefit.''    It  is  unnecessary  now  to  follow  the  discussion  upon  sir 
Bobert  Peel's  financial  measures,  beyond  noticing  a  few  points  in  which  the 
jealousy  of  free-trade  principles  occasionally  broke  out  in  objections  almost 
ludicrous.     One  member  complained  of  the  removal  of  the  duty  on  grease,  as 
he  judged  it  would  lead  to  a  great  importation  of  foreign  butter;  another 
moved  the  omission  of  lard  from  the  list  of  articles  to  be  admitted  free  of 
duty.    Mr.  Gobden,  upon  such  objections,  besought  the  landed  interest  not 
to  make  a  pitiable  exhibition  of  themselves ;  lord  John  Bussell  advised  them 
either  to  surrender  the  principle  of  protection  to  native  industry  altogether, 
or  resolutely  to  stand  by  it  in  and  out  of  Parliament.    Bolder  than  the 
parliamentary  free-traders  was  Mr.  W.  J.  Fox.  who,  at  one  of  the  meetings  of 
the  League  in  Covent  G-arden  Theatre,  said  of  those  who  were  horrified  at 
the  notion  of  repealing  the  duties  on  butter,  bacon,  and  cheese,  "  they  keep 
a  great  chandler's  shop,  and  they  look  to  every  minute  article  in  their  store, 
how  they  can  pervert  the  power  of  legislation  to  make  the  community  pay 
more  for  the  benefit  of  the  aristocracy.    There  was  a  time  when  trading  at  all 
was  thought  inconsistent  with  the  possession  of  that  dignity.    Your  feudal 
baron  did  not  mind  robbing  by  the  strong  hand,  but  he  turned  away  with 
contempt  from  robbing  by  the  short  weight  of  a  protective  duty."     The  time 
was  approaching  when  as  strong  things  would  be  said  in  and  out  of  Parlia- 
ment against  the  minister  who  had  sufficiently  manifested  his  indisposition  to 
support  the  chandler's  shop.     The  course  which  sir  Bobert  Peel  was  pur^ 
suing,  of  asserting  the  principles  of  free-trade  cautiously  and  yet  successfolly, 
by  enlisting  the  Opposition,  for  their  support  against  the  imperfectly  concealed 
hostility  or  indifference  of  his  own  supporters,  was  gradually  preparing  for 
him  an  amount  of   rebellion  and  insubordination  of  which  he  was  toe 
experienced  a  party  leader  not  accurately  to  contemplate  the  final  result — 
his  own  deposition. 

Upon  the  opening  of  parliament  lord  John  Bussell  endeavoured  to  pro- 
duce some  ministerial  declaration  on  the  subject  of  the  Corn-Laws,  by  affirming 
that  Protection  was  the  bane  of  agriculture.  He  obtained  no  contradiction 
from  sir  Bobert  Peel ;  but  he  was  asked  by  Mr.  Miles,  one  of  the  most 
sturdy  of  the  Protectionists,  whether  he  had  found  it  convenient  to  make  a 
compact  alliance  with  the  Com  Law  League  P  Protectionists  and  Free- 
traders equally  sought  support  for  their  arguments  at  this  time  in  the  distress 
which  was  said  to  exist  amongst  the  agricuhurists.  On  the  13th  of  March 
Mr.  Cobden  moved  for  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  causes  and 
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extent  of  this  alleged  agricultural  distress,  and  into  ^  the  effects  of  legialatiTe 
protection  upon  the  interests  of  land-owners,  tenant-farmers,  and  farm 
labourers."  His  motion  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  ninety-two.  But  his 
speech  produced  a  great  impression  upon  the  country ;  and  it  has  been  said 
that  upon  the  prime  mimster  himself  it  had  a  marked  influence.  On  this 
occasion  Mr.  Cobden  came  forth  with  a  spirit-stirring  and  impassioned 
eloquence  which  few  had  considered  within  the  range  of  his  oratorical 
powers.  To  the  Country  party  he  said—"  Tou  lire  in  a  mercantile  age, 
when  the  whole  wealth  of  the  world  is  poured  into  your  lap.  You  cannot 
have  the  advantages  of  commercial  rents  and  feudal  privileges,  but  you  may 
be  what  you  always  have  been,  if  you  will  identify  yourselves  with  the  spirit 
of  the  age.  The  English  people  look  to  the  gentry  and  the  aristocracy  of 
this  country  as  their  leaders.  I,  who  am  not  one  of  you,  have  no  hesitation 
in  telling  you,  that  there  is  a  deep-rooted,  an  hereditary  prejudice,  if  I  may 
so  eall  it,  in  your  fiivour  in  this  country.  But  you  never  got  it,  and  you  will 
not  keep  it,  by  obstructing  the  spirit  of  the  age.  If  you  are  indifferent  to 
enlightened  means  of  finding  employment  fOT  your  own  peasantry;  if  yon 
are  found  obstructing  that  advance  which  is  calculated  to  knit  nations  more 
together  in  the  bonds  of  peace,  by  means  of  commercial  intercourse ;  if  you 
are  found  fighting  against  the  discoveries  which  have  almost  given  breath 
and  life  to  material  nature,  and  setting  up  yourselves  as  obstructives  of  that 
which  destiny  has  decreed  shall  go  on — ^why,  then,  you  will  be  the  gentry  of 
England  no  longer,  and  others  will  be  found  to  take  your  place." 

The  speech  of  Mr.  Cobden  on  his  motion  for  a  Committee  was  replied  to 
by  Mr.  Sidney  Herbert ;  but  that  reply  was  more  damaging  to  the  cause  of 
agricultural  protection  than  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Cobden  and  Mr.  Bright^ 
or  the  agitation  of  the  League.  It  was  the  incaution  of  a  young  man  of 
remarkable  candour,  and  somewhat  inexperienoed  in  parliamentary  tactics, 
when  he  said,  as  the  representative  of  an  agricultural  c(»ntttuency,  that  it 
would  be  distasteful  to  the  i^culturists  to  come  whining  to  parliament 
at  every  period  of  temporary  distress.  Parliament  had  awarded  to  the 
agriculturists  a  certain  amount  of  protection;  with  that  they  were  content; 
and  in  adverse  circumstances,  such  as  fiulure  of  crop,  they  would  meet 
them  manfully  and  put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel.*  Agriculturists 
were  indignant  at  being  represented  as  content  with  the  protection 
they  enjoyed ; — the  assumption  (which  was  meant  for  advice)  that  they 
would  put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  instead  of  crying  out  for  help  to 
Hercules,  was  somethmg  different  from  the  eealoos  friendship  upon  which 
they  had  calculated  so  long  and  rcjposed  so  confidingly.  The  rejection 
of  Mr.  Cobden's  motion  did  not  calm  their  anger.  On  the  I7th  of  March^ 
Mr.  W.  Miles  moved,  that  in  the  reduction  of  taxation  '^  due  regard  should 
be  had  to  the  necessity  of  affording  relief  to  the  agricultural  interest."  It 
was  then  that  Mr.  Disraeli  pronounced  unmistakeably  that  sentence  of  open 
war  against  sir  Bobert  Peel,  which,  whether  in  its  skirmishes  or  pitched 
battles,  fi>r  a  year  or  two  was  admired  by  many  as  the  daring  of  a  noble 
courage  in  its  insults  to  the  first  statesman  of  his  time.  Sir  Bobert  Peel 
sometimes  winced  at  these  attacks,  but  in  most  cases  he  shook  off  the  reck- 
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less  words,  "  like  dew-drops  from  tbe  lion's  mane.'*  "  I  remember/'  said 
Mr.  Disraeli,  "  to  have  heard  the  right  honourable  baronet  at  the  head  of  the 
government  say,  he  would  sooner  be  the  leader  of  the  gentlemen  of  Eogland 
than  possess  the  confideDce  of  sovereigns.  •  «  .  Thej  were  the  right 
honourable  baronet's  first  love,  and  though  he  may  not  kneel  to  them  now  as 
in  the  hour  of  passion,  still  they  can  recall  the  past.  He  does  what  he  can 
to  keep  them  quiet;  sometimes  he  takes  refuge  in  arrogant  silence,  and 
sometimes  he  treats  them  with  haughty  frigidity;  and  if  they  knew  anything 
of  human  nature,  they  would  take  the  hint  and  shut  their  mouths.  But  they 
won't.  And  what  then  happens?  The  right  honourable  baronet,  being 
compeUed  to  interfere,  sends  down  his  valet,  who  says  in  the  genteelest 
manner,  We  can  have  no  whining  here."  Describing  sir  Bobert  Peel  as 
one  who,  by  skilful  parliamentary  manoeuvres,  had  tampered  with  the  generous 
confidence  of  a  great  people,  he  addressed  these  words  to  the  Treasury 
bench — "Dissolve,  if  you  please,  the  parliament  you  have  betrayed,  and 
appeal  to  the  people  who  T  believe  mistrust  you ;  for  me  there  remains  this 
at  least — ^the  opportunity  of  expressing  thus  publicly  my  belief,  that  a  Con- 
servative government  is  an  Organized  Hypocrisy." 

In  this  speech  of  Mr.  Disraeli  there  was  a  skilful  allusion  to  that  former 
desertion  of  the  principle  of  ultra-Toryism  which  many  yet  remembered  with 
the  bitterness  of  intolerance :  "  Protection  appears  to  be  in  about  the  same 
condition  that  Protestantism  was  in  1828.  Tbe  country  will  draw  its  moraL" 
Protestantism  was  now  to  have  a  new  cause  of  offence.  On  the  8rd  of  April  sir 
Bobert  Peel  brought  forward  the  plans  of  the  government  respecting  the 
improvement  of  the  College  of  Maynooth,  proposing  a  grant  of  80,000/.  a 
year,  to  be  secured  by  act  of  parliament.  On  the  11th,  when  the  Bill  was  to 
be  read  a  second  time,  the  table  of  the  House  was  covered  with  petitions. 
There  had  been  meetings  throughout  the  country,  in  which  Churchmen  and 
Dissenters  had  been  equally  conspicuous  in  denouncing  the  measure  as  a 
renunciation  of  the  Protestantism  under  which  the  empire  had  flourished. 
An  annual  vote  had  been  taken  for  many  years  for  the  Boman  Catholic 
College  of  Maynooth.  It  was  the  object  of  the  government,  to  use  the 
words  of  sir  Bobert  Peel,  **  to  adopt  in  a  friendly  and  generous  spirit  tbe 
institution  provided  for  the  education  of  the  Boman  Catholic  priesthood—to 
extend  the  parliamentary  provision  for  that  purpose,  and  to  attempt,  not  by 
interference  with  the  doctrine  or  discipline  of  the  Boman  Catholic  Church, 
but  by  a  more  liberal  provision,  to  improve  the  system  of  education, 
and  to  elevate  the  tone  and  character  of  that  institution."  During 
six  nights  of  debate  in  the  Commons  there  was  not  a  shaft  in  the 
quiver  of  bigotry,  still  replenished  however  scantily,  which  was  not  then 
discharged  against  the  government,  and  especially  against  sir  Bobert  Peel. 
Sir  Bobert  Inglis,  the  most  moderate  and  rational  of  his  theological  oppo- 
nents, declared  that  although  shattered  and  torn  the  flag  of  Protestantism 
still  remained  at  the  mast-head,  and  he  would  fight  for  it  as  unflinchingly  as 
when  in  better  days  it  waved  untorn  and  unbent  over  our  empire.  Mr. 
Plumptre  would  not  say  that  the  religion  of  Bome  was  exclusively  that  of 
Antichrist,  but  he  believed  that  it  was  so,  completely  and  prominently ;  and 
he  was  further  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  a  fearful  and  national  sin  to  endow 
such  a  religion.    Mr.  Ferrand  solemnly  believed  that  if  the  government 
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could  induce  her  Majesfcy  to  attach  her  signature  to  this  bill  she  would  sign 
away  Iter  title  to  the  British  crown.  Colonel  Sibthorp  was  the  loudest  in 
the  chorus,  ^'  Beally,  if  I  had  not  seen  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  take 
the  oaths  at  the  table  of  this  House,  I  should  have  doubted  whether  he  were 
a  Protestant,  a  Boman  Catholic,  or  a  Mahometan ;  nor  should  I  be  sur* 
prised  if  the  time  should  yet  come  when  we  shall  see  him  sitting  cross-legged 
as  a  Mahometan,  or  embracing  a  Pope.  I  must  say  that  I  have  lost  all 
confidence  in  that  man."  Leaving  the  question  of  Maynooth  untouched,  Mr. 
Disraeli  embraced  the  occasion  for  another  personal  assault  upon  the  Prime 
Minister :  *'  There  is  now  no  longer  any  constitutional  opposition,  because 
there  is  no  government  formed  on  definite  principles.  Something  has  risen 
up  in  this  country  as  fatal  in  the  political  world  as  it  has  been  in  the  landed 
world  in  Ireland ;  we  have  a  great  parliamentary  middleman.  It  is  well 
known  what  a  middleman  is :  he  is  a  man  who  bamboozles  one  party  and 
plunders  the  other,  till,  having  abtained  a  position  to  which  he  is  not  entitled, 
he  cries  out, '  Let  us  have  no  party  questions,  but  fixity  of  tenure.'  '*  In 
spite  of  the  unmitigated  opposition  in  both  Houses  the  Maynooth  Bill  was 
carried  by  considerable  majorities.  So  also  was  the  ministerial  measure 
introduced  by  sir  James  G-raham  for  establishing  three  purely  secular  collegee 
in  Ireland,  wholly  independent  of  religiQus  tests  or  creeds,  for  the  education 
of  the  middle  classes.  On  the  first  debate  on  the  measure  sir  Bobert  IngUs 
termed  it  a  great  scheme  **  of  godless  education."  The  measure  was  carried 
by  a  large  majority  in  the  Commons  upon  the  third  reading,  and  was  passed 
without  a  division  in  the  Lords.  But  the  faint  cry  of  "  godless  education'* 
raised  by  sir  Bobert  Inglis  was  echoed  with  far  greater  vehemence  by  the^ 
Boman  Catholic  clergy,  whose  prelates  declared,  through  Mr.  O'Connell,  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  that  this  was  a  bad  scheme  of  education,  and  the 
Bill  a  penal  and  revolting  measure.  The  "godless  colleges'*  of  Cork,, 
Galway,  and  Belfast,  nevertheless  have  flourished,  unharmed  under  the  con- 
stant attempts  of  a  bigoted  priesthood  to  oppose  in  this  case,  as  well  as  in  the 
National  Schools  of  Ireland,  that  system  of  instruction  without  religious 
teaching  which  the  soundest  statesmen  have  constantly  regarded  as  one  of 
the  best  means  of  softening  the  religious  animosities  and  abating  the  inju^- 
nous  jealousies  between  Catholic  and  Protestant.  There  was  another  mea- 
sure carried  this  session  in  the  spirit  of  religious  liberality — ^that  of  the 
admission  of  Jews  to  municipal  offices. 

The  Session  of  Parliament  was  terminated  by  the  prorogation  by  the  Queen 
on  the  9th  of  August.  In  the  usual  Address  to  her  Majesty  the  Speaker,  in 
addition  to  his  notice  of  the  great  financial  measures  of  the  session ;  the 
endow^meut  of  Maynooth ;  and  the  provision  of  the  means  of  academical 
instruction  in  Ireland ;  adverted  to  two  other  labours  in  which  the  Commons 
had  been  engaged.  The  Session  had  been  rendered  unusually  laborious  by 
the  rapid  development  of  private  enterprise  in  extending  the  railway  commu- 
nications of  the  kingdom ;  anticipating  the  most  beneficial  results  from  the 
facilities  thus  afforded  to  the  internal  trade  of  the  country,  they  had  devoted 
much  time  and  labour  to  the  legislation  requisite  for  the  construction  and 
regulation  of  those  important  works.  The  condition  of  the  destitute  poor  of  v 
Scotland  was  the  other  subject  of  general  legislation  which  the  Speaker  reca- 
pitulated: ''Assisted  by  the  information  which  jour  Majesty  has  directed  to 
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\>e  kid  before  us,  we  liaye  made  such  amendments  in  the  law  as  will  provide 
for  the  more  effectual  relief  of  the  poor,  and  for  a  better  system  of  parochial 
management,  under  the  control  of  a  general  Board  of  Supervision.** 

Parliamentary  warfare  was  for  a  season  at  an  end«  The  Queen  and  Prince 
Albert,  on  the  day  of  prorogation,  embarked  at  Woolwich  on  a  visit  to  Ger- 
many. The  prime  minister  gladly  sought  the  retreat  of  Drayton- Manor, 
where  the  murmurs  of  his  once  devoted  parttEans  could  scarcely  rc«ch  him. 
An  observer  of  London  fashionable  life  at  this  time  has  written — ^'^The 
language  of  the  Tory  party  is  more  bitter  and  violent  against  him  [sir  R. 
Peel]-  than  ever  I  heard  in  society  of  the  olden  time  from  disappointed  Whigs 
against  Mr.  Pitt,  But  I  do  not  imagine  this  to  be  traced  to  a  no-popery  cry. 
If  sir  Bobert  had  left  the  Corn-Laws  untouched,  he  would  have  carried  the 
Maynooth  question  by  a  triumphant  majority  without  a  schism.  His  inat- 
tention to  what  the  landed  interest  call  their  agricultural  distress,  their 
apprehensions  that  he  will  ultimately  repeal  those  laws,  and  also  his  notorious 
neglect  of  those  who,  in  good  report  and  ill  report,  bad  stuck  to  his  skirts  till 
they  bad  brought  him  through  the  battle,  and  then  found  that  his  patronage 
was  lavished  on  their  opponents — all  these  things  have  so  embittered  their 
minds  that  they  have  seized  with  readiness  the  first  opportumty  to  stick  their 
teeth  in  his  flanks,  and  have  rallied  all  the  sectarian  interests  to  take  part  in 
the  cur^r* 

On  the  Slst  of  October,  the  Cabinet  having  been  called  together  by  sir 
Bobert  Peel,  a  meeting  took  place  at  his  house,  and  on  the  following  day  the 
Cabinet  again  assembled.  The  *'  Memoirs  by  Sir  Bobert  Peel,"  wlHch  were 
published  by  his  executors  in  1857,  enable  us  now  to  trace  with  a  distinctness 
which  could  not  previously  be  derived  from  ot(|ier  sources,  the  beginning  of 
that  train  of  events  which  led  to  the  repeal  of  the  Com^Laws.  The  docu- 
ments which  these  Memoirs  contain,  relate  to  the  information  received  by  sir 
Bobert  Peel  on  the  probable  failure  of  the  potato  crop,  and  exhibit  his  cor- 
respondence on  the  subject  with  other  members  of  the  government.  With 
something  like  an  apology  for  giving  these  documents  at  length,  he  describes 
them  as  **  the  materials  from  which  the  future  historian  will  extract  that  which 
is  worthy  of  permanent  record,  and  from  which,  with  the  aid  of  other  contem- 
porary evidence,  he  will  pronounce  his  judgment  on  the  motives  and  conduct 
of  public  men.**t 

There  were  three  members  of  the  government  who,  from  their  official 
station,  were  chiefly  responsible  at  this  time  for  instituting  inquiries  into  the 
probability  of  a  sudden  avd  extensive  defalcation  in  the  ordinary  supply  of 
food,  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  measures  calculated  to  mitigate  the  evil 
consequences  of  such  a  defalcation.  These  ministers  were,  the  Pirst  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  and  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  The  correspondence  between  sir  Bobert  Peel  and  sir 
James  Graham  goes  on  from  the  12th  of  August  to  the  15th  of  October 
amidst  alternations  of  hope  and  alarm.  On  the  15th,  the  official  reports 
having  assumed  a  very  serious  aspect,  sir  Bobert  writes — "  My  letter  on  the 
awful  state  of  the  potato  crop  in  Ireland  crossed  yours  to  me In- 

•  Kaikes's  "Diary,"  vol.  ir.  pp.  428-424. 
t  "  Memoin  by  Sir  Robert  Peel,"  p.  107. 
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terference  with  the  due  course  of  the  laws  respecting  the  supply  of  food  is  so 
mom^itous  and  so  lasting  in  its  consequences,  that  we  must  not  act  without 
the  most  accurate  information.  I  fear  the  worst."  To  obtain  the  most  accurate 
information  the  prime  minister  dispatched  to  Ireland  two  men  eminent  in 
their  respective  departments  of  science — Professor  Lindlej  and  Dr.  Lyon 
Playfair.  The  reports  of  the  Botanist  and  the  Chemist  were  not  calculated  to 
mitigate  the  apprehensions  of  official  and  other  observers  in  Ireland.  The 
eecretary  of  the  Irish  Agricultural  Improvement  Society  had  obtained  proofs 
that  the  entire  potato  crop  was  more  or  less  affected  in  every  part  of  the 
country  ;  and  he  says  that  a  panic  had  seised  all  parties  to  a  greater  extent 
than  he  ever  remembered  since  the  cholera.  The  alarm  in  Scotland  was  also 
great  and  rapidly  increasing.  Sir  James  G-raham  dearly  sees  what  is  at  hand. 
'^  The  Anti-Com-'Law  pressure  is  about  to  commence,  and  it  will  be  the  most 
formidable  movement  in  modern  times." 

Such  was  the  information  which  sir  Bobert  Peel  had  to  lay  before  the 
Cabinet  on  the  31st  of  October.  He  told  his  colleagues  in  a  Cabinet  memo- 
randum that  **  iuaetiou— the  letting  things  take  their  own  course— seems  to 
me  impossible.  •  .  •  •  Inaction  and  indifference  might  involve  the  coun- 
try in  serious  danger,  and  the  government  in  the' heaviest  responsibility." 
It  is  unnecessary  here  to  go  throagh  the  various  suggestions  of  the  memo- 
randum. The  prime  minister  found  few  inclined  to  deal  boldly  with  the 
danger:  '*  It  became  evident  that  very  serious  differences  of  opinion  existed, 
as  to  the  necessity  of  adopting  any  extraordinary  measures,  and  as  to  the 
character  of  the  measures  which  it  might  be  advisable  to  adopt.'**  The 
Cabinet  separated,  fixing  another  meeting  for  the  6th  of  November.  The 
accounts  received  in  the  interim  were  not  of  a  nature  to  allay  the  apprehen- 
sions of  the  week  before.  At  that  Cabinet  sir  Kobert  Peel  proposed  to  issue 
immediately  an  Order  in  Council,  remitting  the  duty  on  grain  in  bond  to 
one  shilling ;  opening  the  ports  to  the  temporary  admission  of  all  grain  at  a 
smaller  rate  of  duty.  He  further  proposed  to  call  parliament  together  on  the 
27th  to  ask  for  indemnity,  and  to  declare  an  intention  of  submitting  imme- 
diately after  the  reoess  a  modification  of  the  existing  Corn-Laws.  Three  only 
of  his  colleagues  gave  their  support  to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury — the 
earl  of  Aberdeen,  sir  James  Graham,  and  Mr.  Sidney  Herbert.  On  the  2nd 
of  November  lord  Stanley  wrot6  to  sir  Bobert  Peel  to  express  the  regret  with 
which  he  saw  how  widely  he  differed  in  opinion  with  sir  James  Oraham  and 
himself,  as  to  the  necessity  of  proposing  to  parliament  a  repeal  of  the  Corn-* 
Laws.  Sir  Bobert  Peel  replied  that  he  had  not  proposed  to  the  Cabinet  that 
they  should  recommend  to  Parliament  a  repeal  of  the  Com- Laws ;  still  less 
that  they  should  offer  their  advice  to  the  Queen  that  the  Corn-Laws  ought  to 
be  abandoned. 

On- the  22nd  of  November  lord  John  Bussell  addressed  a  public  letter  to 
the  electors  of  the  city  of  London,  which  began  with  stating  precisely  the  same 
truth  which  sir  Bobert  Peel  had  endeavoured  to  impress  upon  his  Cabinet. 
"  The  present  state  of  the  country  in  regard  to  its  supply  of  food  cannot  be 
viewed  without  apprehension.  Forethought  and  bold  precautions  may  avert 
any  serious   evils — ^indecision  and  procrastination  may  produce  a  state  of 
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BufferiDg  which  it  is  frightful  to  contemplate/'  He  complains  that  the: 
queen's  ministers  had  met  and  separated  without  affording  any  promise  o£ 
seasonable  relief.  He  points  out  that  the  duties  on  the  importations  of  corn, 
were  so  contrived,  that  "  the  com  barometer  points  to  fair  while  the  ship  is 
bending  nnder  a  storm."  Then  comes  a  declaration  from  the  leader  of  the 
Whig  party  which  forbids  all  further  advocacy  of  "  fixed  duty"  in  oppositioni 
to  *' slidbg  scale."  "I  confess  that  on  the  general  subject  my  views  have 
in  the  course  of  twenty  years  undergone  a  great  alteration.  I  used  to  be 
of  opinion  that  corn  was  an  exception  to  the  general  rules  of  politicalt 
economy ;  but  observation  and  experience  have  convinced  me  that  we  ought 
to  abstain  from  all  interference  with  the  supply  of  food.  Neither  a  Gt>vem«- 
ment  nor  a  Legislature  can  ever  regulate  the  com  market  with  the  beneficial 
effects  which  the  entire  freedom  of  sale  and  purchase  are  sure  of  themselvea 
to  produce."  It  was  no  longer  worth  while,  he  said,  to  contend  for  a  fixed 
duty ;  the  imposition  at  present  of  any  duty,  without  a  provision  for  it« 
speedy  extinction,  would  only  prolong  a  contest  already  sufficiently  fruitful 
of  animosity  and  discontent.  "  Let  us  then  unite  to  put  an  end  to  a  system 
which  has  been  proved  to  be  the  blight  of  commerce,  the  bane  of  agricidture, 
the  source  of  bitter  division  among  classes,  the  cause  of  penury,  fever,  morta- 
lity, and  crime  among  the  people."  Sir  Bobert  Peel  prints  this  letter  in  hia 
Memoirs  with  this  observation : — **  It  was  asserted  by  many  who  were 
careless  about  the  foundation  of  their  assertions,  that  I  had  been  influenced 
in  the  advice  which  I  offered  to  the  Cabinet  by  the  appearance  of  thia- 
letter.  A  simple  reference  to  dates  will  prove  that  this  could  not  have  beeii 
the  case."  • 

On  the  25th  and  26th  of  November  the  Cabinet  was  occupied  in  the  dis«^ 
cussion  of  instructions  to  be  given  to  the  Commission  which  had  been 
appointed,  for  the  consideration  and  adoption  of  such  measures  as  might 
tend  to  mitigate  the  evil  consequences  of  the  apprehended  scarcity.  These 
instructions  were  nnanimouely  approved  of  by  the  Cabinet.  Sir  Bobert  Peel 
felt  that  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  was  so  fully  admitted  and  was  set 
forth  in  such  strong  terms  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  that  it  was  "  difficult  to  reconcile  the  issue  of  this  letter  with 
passiveness  and  inaction  in  respect  to  the  means  of  increasing  the  supply  o£ 
food*"  Before  the  instructions,  therefore,  contained  in  the  letter  were  finally 
assented  to  by  the  Cabinet,  he  read  to  them  a  memorandum,  of  which  the 
opening  sentence  was  quite  sufficient  to  indicate  the  final  tendency  of  hi» 
opinions :  "  I  cannot  consent  to  the  issue  of  these  instructions,  and  under- 
take at  the  same  time  to  maintain  the  existing  Corn-Laws."  On  the  29  th 
of  November  he  put  in  circulation  amongst  his  colleagues  a  memorandum, 
addressed  in  the  first  instance  to  the  duke  of  Wellington,  in  which  '*  are  con- 
tained the  reasons  which  induce  me  to  advise  the  suspension  of  the  existing 
Corn-Laws  for  a  limited  period."  The  answer  of  the  duke  of  Wellington  is 
very  characteristic.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  government  should  avoid  to 
break  down  the  Corn-Laws  till  that  measure  should  appear  to  be  absolutely 
necessary,  "  But  of  this  I  do  not  entertain  a  doubt — if  it  is  necessary  to 
suspend  the  Corn-Laws  to  avoid  real  evils  resulting  from  scarcity  of  food,  we 
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ougbt  not  to  hesitate."  The  duke  then  comes  to  the  Party  View  of  the 
question  which  sir  Bobert  Peel  had  not  discussed— could  he  carry  on  a 
government  for  the  Queen^  supposing  that  the  support  of  the  landed  interest 
were  withdrawn  from  him  p  The  duke  was  afraid  that  sir  Sobest  Peel  must 
oreckon  upon  its  being  withdrawn  from  him,  unless  he  should  be  able  to  show 
clearly  the  necessity  of  the  measure  in  question.  **  In  respect  to  my  own 
course,  my  only  object  in  public  life  is  to  support  sir  Eobert  Peel's  adminis- 
tration of  the  government  for  the  Queen."  The  duke,  if  sir  Bobert  Peel 
thought  that  his  position  in  parliament  and  in  the  public  view  required  that 
the  course  should  be  taken  which  he  recommended,  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  '^  I  earnestly  recommend  that  the  Cabinet  should  support  him,  and  I 
for  one  declare  that  I  will  do  so."  Others  of  the  Cabinet  took  a  very  dif* 
•ferent  view.  Mr.  Goulbum  writes  to  sir  Bobert  Peel, — ''  an  abandonment  of 
your  former  opinions  now  would,  I  think,  prejudice  your  and  our  characters 
'US  public  men,  and  would  be  fraught  with  fatal  results  to  the  country's  best 
interests.  ...  In  my  opinion  the  Party  of  which  you  are  the  head  is 
the  only  barrier  which  remains  against  the  revolutionary  effects  of  the 
Beform  Bill."  Lord  Whamcliffe  was  of  opinion  "  that  the  Queen's  speech, 
■if  it  should  ultimately  be  decided  to  recommend  any  modification  or  a 
temporary  suspension  of  the  Corn-Law,  should  do  so  in  terms  which  would 
ehow  our  decided  intention  to  uphold  the  principle  of  protection  in  some 
way  or  other." 

The  discussions  in  the  Cabinet  continued  till  the  2nd  of  December,  when 
«ir  Bobert  Peel  brought  before  his  colleagues  a  specific  measure  for  the  pro- 
possl  of  a  new  law  which  would  be  "  founded  upon  the  principle  of  the  pre- 
sent law,  while  it  continues  in  operation,  but  will  in  the  course  of  that 
operation  ensure  the  ultimate  and  not  remote  extinction  of  protective  duties." 
He  believed  that  some  such  measure  as  he  had  suggested  might  receive  the 
assent  of  all  his  colleagues.  Lord  Stanley  and  the  duke  of  Buccleugh,  how- 
lever,  each  signified  his  inability  to  support  a  measure  involving  the  ultimate 
repeal  of  the  Corn-Laws.  Sir  Bobert  Peel,  thinking  that  the  public  interest 
-would  be  very  injuriously  affected  by  the  failure  of  an  attempt  made  by  a 
government  to  adjust  the  question  of  Corn-Laws,  repaired  to  Osborne  on  the 
^th  of  December,  and  humbly  solicited  the  Queen  to  relieve  him  from  duties 
which  he  could  no  longer  discharge  with  advantage  to  her  Majesty's  service. 
The  Queen  then  informed  sii'  Bobert  Peel  that  it  was  her  intention  to  pro- 
pose to  lord  John  Bussell  to  undertake  the  formation  of  a  government.  In 
a  letter  to  the  Queen,  written  after  the  audience,  sir  Bobert  Peel  stated 
that  if  the  opinions  of  his  colleagues  had  been  in  concurrence  with  his  own, 
4iehad  jyeen  fully  prepared  to  take  the  responsibility  of  suspending  the  Corn- 
Laws,  and  of  entering  upon  a  comprehensive  review  of  restrictions  on  the 
import  of  foreign  grain  and  other  articles  of  food,  with  a  view  to  their 
gradual  diminution  and  ultimate  removal.  With  reference  to  the  proposed 
new  administration  he  adds — ''  Sir  Bobert  Peel  is  prepared  to  support,  in  a 
private  capacity,  measures  which  may  be  in  general  conformity  with  those 
which  he  advised  as  a  minister." 

Lord  John  Bussell  was  at  Edinburgh  when  a  summons  reached  him  to 
attend  the  Queen.  He  went  to  her  Majesty  with  the  conviction  that  he 
could  not  accept  the  great  trust  now  offered  to  him.    He  felt  that  his  party  p 
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being  in  a  large  minority  in  the  Commons,  he  could  not  properly  undertake 
the  formation  of  a  goyemment.  But  the  offer  of  sir  Bobert  Peel,  to  give  his 
assistance  in  a  private  capacity  towards  the  settlement  of  the  Gom-Law 
question,  determined  lord  John  Russell  to  depart  from  this  resolution.  There 
was  a  week  of  negotiation  as  to  the  specific  nature  of  this  limited  offer.  Sir 
Eobert  Feel  was  '^  convinced  that  previous  concert,  or  a  previous  pledge  on 
his  part,  to  support  a  particular  measure  of  adjustment  would  be  distasteful 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  embarrassing  to  all  parties."  With  this  view 
lord  John  Russell  expressed  his  concurrence ;  but  required  at  the  same  time 
that  sir  Eobert  Peel  should  give  assurances,  that  would  have  amounted  sub* 
stantially  to  a  pledge,  that  he  would  support  the  immediate  and  total  repeal 
of  the  Corn-Laws.  The  ez«minister  did  not  feel  it  to  be  consistent  with  his 
duty  to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  this  important  question  in  Parlia* 
ment,  being  fettered  by  a  previous  engagement  of  the  nature  of  that  required 
irom  hira.  Nevertheless  lord  John  Russell,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  18th  of 
Decemher,  stated  to  her  Majesty  at  Windsor  Castle  that  he  was  ready  to 
undertake  the  formation  of  a  government.  In  consequence  sir  Robert  Feel 
was  invited  by  her  Majesty,  to  imparting  interview  on  his  relinquishment  of 
office.  On  entering  the  room  at  Windsor,  on  the  20th  of  December,  her 
Majesty  said  to  him  very  graciously,  ^*  So  far  from  taking  leave  of  you,  sir 
Bobert,  I  must  require  you  to  withdraw  your  resignation,  and  to  remain  in 
my  service."  Lord  John  Russell  had  written  to  the  Queen  on  the  morning 
of  that  day  that  he  had  found  it  impossible  to  form  an  administration.  He 
had  informed  the  Queen  that  he  had  had  solely  in  view  the  settlement  of  the 
question  of  Corn-Laws  ;  he  admitted  that  sir  Robert  Peel  had  been  willing^ 
from  the  commencement  to  the  end,  to  diminish  the  difficulties  of  a  new 
government  in  attempting  that  settlement,  although  sir  Robert  Feel  could 
not  of  course  rely  upon  the  support  of  his  political  friends.  It  was  therefore 
necessary,  he  wrote,  that  all  those  who  were  prominent  in  the  political  party 
to  which  lord  John  Russell  was  attached,  should  give  their  zealous  aid,  and 
act  in  concert  in  the  new  administration.  *'  Lord  John  RasseU  had  in  one 
instance  been  unable  to  obtain  this  concert,  and  he  must  now  consider  that 
task  as  hopeless  which  has  been  from  the  beginning  haxardoua.*'  The  one 
instance  was  that  of  lord  Ghrey ;  he  had  objected  to  one  proposed  appoint^ 
ment,  and  lord  John  Russell  bad  been  unwilling  to  admit  the  force  of  t(]e 
objection.  We  can  easily  understand  how  the  self^asserting  inheritor  of  a  great 
name  should  have  failed  in  substantiating  his  objection  to  a  statesman  with 
the  reputation  of  lord  Palmerston.  Lord  John  Russell  having  absolutely 
relinquished  the  formation  of  a  government,  sir  Robert  Peel  at  once  decided^ 
if  such  were  her  Majesty's  pleasure,  on  the  resumption  of  his  office.  He 
wished,  he  said,  to  be  able  to  announce  to  his  late  colleagues  that  he  had  not 
hesitated  to  re-accept  the  appointment  of  First  Minister.  The  Cabinet  met  at 
Downing-street  in  the  evening  of  the  20th,  and  he  told  them  that,  whether 
supported  pr  not,  he  was  firmly  resolved  to  meet  parliament  as  her  Majesty's 
minister,  and  to  propose  such  measures  as  the  public  ezigeneiea  required. 
Lord  Stanley  decliured  that  he  must  persevere  in  resigning,  fie  thought  the 
Corn-Laws  ought  to  be  adhered  to,  and  might  have  been  maintained.  The 
duke  of  Buccleugh  woidd  £ot  at  once  decide  upon  resigning.  The  other 
iQMnbers  of  the  Cabinet  declared  their  determination  to  support  sir  Robert 
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Peel  in  the  course  he  had  announced  to  them.  The  duke  of  Wellington  was 
the  man  to  admire  courage  whether  civil  or  military.  He  told  the  House  of 
Lords,  on  the  ministerial  explanations,  "  I  applauded  the  conduct  of  my  right 
honourable  friend  ;  I  was  delighted  with  it.  It  was  exactly  the  course  which 
I  should  have  followed  myself  under  similar  circumstances,  and  I  therefore 
determined  to  stand  by  him."  The  new  Cabinet  enlisted  an  able  coadjutor 
in  lord  Dalhousie ;  and  Mr.  Gladstone,  who  had  retired  from  office  some  time 
previous,  succeeded  lord  Stanley  as  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonial  Depart- 
ment. Lord  Whamcliffe,  the  President  of  the  Council,  had  died,  during  this 
great  crisis,  on  the  19th  of  December. 

The  biographer  of  sir  Bobert  Peel  has  described  his  hesitation,  in  the 
session  of  1845,  to  apply  the  strict  principles  of  commercial  freedom  to  the 
trade  in  com,  as  the  "  touching  perplexity  of  a  sincere  and  conscientious  mind, 
carried  forward  in  the  direction  of  its  own  inclination  by  a  great  flood  of 
public  opinion  and  passion,  and  struggling  painfully  against  its  adversaries, 
its  friends,  and  itself.'*  *  The  '*  perplexity"  was  now  over.  The  struggle  of 
the  "  sincere  and  conscientious  mind "  against  itself  was  passed.  Six  days 
after  sir  Sobert  Peel  had  declared  to  the  Cabinet  that  he  was  again  h^r 
Majesty's  minister,  he  wrote  to  the  princess  Lieven  at  Paris  a  short  note,  in 
which  he  casts  off  the  reserve  of  the  statesman  to  give  uniestrained  expres- 
sion to  his  natural  feelings  :  "  However  unexpected  is  the  turn  which  affairs 
have  taken,  it  is  for  the  best.  I  resume  power  with  greater  means  of  render^ 
ing  public  service  than  I  should  have  had  if  I  had  not  relinquished  it.  But 
it  is  a  strange  dream."  t 

It  was  the  22nd  of  January,  1846,  when  the  Queen  opened  the  Parliament 
in  person.  The  Boyal  Speech  necessarily  alluded  to  the  fiiilure  of  the 
potato  crops  in  Ireland,  and  to  the  means  that  had  been  adopted  for 
alleviating  the  sufferings  caused  by  this  calamity.  Her  Majesty  had  had 
great  satisfiaction  in  giving  her  consent  to  the  measures  &r  the  repeal 
of  prohibitory,  and  the  relaxation  of  protective,  duties^  The  prosperous 
state  of  the  revenue,  the  increased  demand  for  labour,  and  the  general 
improvement  which  had  taken  place  in  the  internal  condition  of  the  countrj, 
were  strong  testimonies  in  favour  of  the  course  that  had  been  pursued.  **  I  re«- 
commend  you,"  said  the  Queen,  '^  to  take  into  your  early  consideratiost,  whether 
the  principles  on  which  you  have  acted  may  not  with  advantage  be  yet  more 
extensively  applied,  and  whether  it  may  not  be  in  your  power,  after  a  careful 
review  of  the  existing  duties  upon  many  articles,  the  produce  or  manufac- 
ture of  other  countries,  to  make  such  further  reductions  and  remissions  as 
may  tend  to  insure  the  continuance  of  the  great  benefits  to  which  I  have 
adverted."  There  might  have  been  some  doubt  as  to  the  interpretation  of  the 
words  '^  further  reductions  and  remissions ;"  but  the  ministerial  explanations 
of  sir  Bobert  Peel  and  of  lord  John  Bussell,  in  which  the  details  of  the 
negotiations  for  the  formation  of  a  government  were  fully  stated,  left  no 
doubt  whatever  that  a  free  trade  in  com,  however  gradually  to  be  accomplished, 
was  now  the  great  object  of  sir  Bobert  Peel's  administration.  After  the 
mover  and  seconder  of  the  Addresses  in  the  House  of  Commons  had  dekvered 
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tbeir  speeches,  sir  Sobert  Peel  immediatelj  rose.  Haviog  gone  through  the 
explanatory  details  ex])ectod  from  the  head  of  the  government  after  a  minis- 
terial crisis,  he  did  not  wait  for  the  attacks  of  those  adversaries  who  were 
once  his  submissive  friends.  He  boldly  proclaimed  his  determination  to 
stand  free  from  the  trammels  of  party.  "  Sir,  believe  me,  to  conduct  the 
government  of  this  country  is  a  most  arduous  duty ;  I  may  say  it  without 
irreverence,  that  these  ancient  institutions,  like  our  physical  frames,  are 
'fearfully  and  wonderfully  made.'  It  is  no  easy  task  to  ensure  the  united 
action  of  an  ancient  monarchy,  a  proud  aristocracy,  and  a  reformed  con- 
stituency. I  have  done  everything  I  could  do, — and  have  thought  it  consistent 
with  true  conservative  policy,— to  reconcile  these  three  branches  of  the  etate. 
I  have  thought  it  consistent  with  true  conservative  policy  to  promote  so 
much  of  happiness  among  the  people  that  the  voice  of  disaffection  should 
be  no  longer  heard,  and  that  thoughts  of  the  dissolution  of  our  institutions 
should  be  forgotten  in  the  midst  of  physical  enjoyment.  These  were  my 
attempts,  and  I  thought  them  not  inconsistent  with  true  and  enlarged  con- 
servative policy.  These  were  my  objects  in  accepting  office — it  is  a  burden 
too  great  for  my  physical,  and  far  beyond  my  intellectual,  structure ;  and  to 
be  relieved  from  it  with  perfect  honour  would  be  the  greatest  favour  that  could 
be  conferred  on  me.  But  as  a  feeling  of  honour  and  a  strong  sense  of  duty 
require  me  to  undertake  those  responsible  functions,  I  declare,  sir,  that  I  am 
ready  to  incur  these  risks,  to  bear  these  burdens,  and  to  front  all  these 
honourable  dangers.  But,  sir,  I  will  not  take  the  step  with  mutilated  power 
and  shackled  authority.  I  will  not  stand  at  the  helm  during  such  tem- 
pestuous nights  as  I  have  seen,  if  the  vessel  be  not  allowed  fairly  to  pursue 
the  course  which  I  think  she  ought  to  take.  I  will  not,  sir,  undertake  to 
direct  the  course  of  the  vessel  by  the  observations  taken  in  1842.  I  will 
reserve  to  myself  the  marking  out  of  that  course ;  and  I  must,  for  the  public 
interest,  claim  for  myself  the  unfettered  power  of  judging  of  those  measures 
which  I  conceive  will  be  better  for  the  country  to  propose.  Sir,  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  the  minister  of  England ;  but  while  I  have  the  high  honour  of 
holding  that  office,  I  am  determined  to  hold  it  by  no  servile  tenure.  I  will 
only  hold  that  office  upon  the  condition  of  being  unshackled  by  any  other 
obligations  than  those  of  consulting  the  public  interests,  and  of  providing  for 
the  public  safety."  • 

This  speech  was  of  course  accepted  as  a  declaration  of  war  by  all  those 
who  interpreted  Conservative  Policy  as  one  alii  ost  exclusively  directed  to 
the  upholding  of  class  interests  and  class  prejudices.  Mr.  Disraeli,  in 
declaring  his  intention  of  adhering  to  the  principles  of  protection  which  had 
sent  him  into  that  House,  did  not  attempt  to  defend  those  principles,  but 
confined  himself,  as  he  did  lor  the  greater  part  of  the  Session,  to  the  bitterest 
attacks  on  the  minister  who  was  about  to  give  them  their  final  and  irre- 
vocable blow.  Sir  Bobert  Peel's  conduct,  be  said,  was  that  of  the  captain, 
who  having  received  the  command  of  a  fleet  from  the  sultan  to  attack 
Mehemet  Ali,  steered  that  fleet  at  once  into  the  enemy's  port.  Sir  Bobert 
Peel,  a  great  statesman,  who  was  always  marching  after  the  events  of  his 
age !    He  was  just  as  much  a  great  statesman  as  he  who  got  up  behind  a 
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carriage  was  a  great  wLip.  There  could  be  no  mistake  as  to  the  intentions 
of  the  BO-called  Conservative  Party,  whether  they  spoke  in  the  "  wild  and 
hurling  words  "  of  the  brilliant  orator,  or  in  the  bucolic  accents  of  the  lords 
of  many  acres.  By  the  mouth  of  Mr.  Miles  they  gave  notice  that  the 
**  strongest  constitutional  opposition  would  be  given  to  the  minister's  plan, 
and  that  every  impediment  would  be  made  use  of  to  prevent  its  passing  into 
law.**  The  plan  was  not  yet  developed,  but  its  scope  and  objects  were  pretty 
correctly  anticipated. 

On  the  27th  of  January  the  avenues  of  the  House  of  Commons  were  filled 
with  eager  crowds :  the  seats  below  the  bar  were  thronged  with  listeners, 
amongst  whom  were  prince  Albert  and  the  duke  of  Cambridge ;  the  strangers* 
gallery  was  crammed  to  excess,  whilst  hundreds  who  had  obtained  tickets 
were  unable  to  get  admission.  His  whole  plan  of  financial  and  commercial 
policy  was  developed  by  sir  Eobert  Peel  in  a  speech  of  four  hours.  He 
said,  in  the  onset,  that  he  was  not  about  to  apply  the  principle  of  relaxation 
of  prdtective  duties  to  any  one  particular  class :  *'  I  am  not  about  to  select 
that  great  interest  connected  with  the  agriculture  of  the  country,  and  call 
upon  the  landowners  to  relinquish  protection,  unprepared  at  the  same  time  to 
call  upon  other  protected  classes  to  relinquish  protection  also.  In  the  confi- 
dence that  the  principle  for  which  I  contend  is  a  just  and  a  wise  one,  I  ask 
all  protected  interests  to  make  the  sacrifice,  if  it  be  a  sacrifice,  which  the 
iipplicatien  of  that  principle  will  render  necessary.*'  *  The  duties  on  tallow 
and  timber  were  to  be  extensively  reduced ;  these  were  the  only  raw  materials 
still  subject  to  duty.  The  duties  on  foreign  manufactured  goods  were  to  be 
abolished  or  reduced.  As  the  silk  manufacture  had  increased  in  the  ratio  of 
the  removal  of  duties,  there  was  now  to  be  a  further  reduction.  On  cotton 
And  woollen  fabrics  duties  were  to  be  removed  or  lessened  by  one-half. 
Articles  of  food  were  relieved  from  taxation  either  wholly  or  partially.  The 
difierential  duties  on  free-labour  sugar  were  abated  about  fifty  per  cent. 
Animal  food  and  vegetables  were  admitted  duty  free.  One-half  of  the  exist- 
ing duties  on  butter,  cheese,  hops,  and  cured  fish  were  removed.  Live  animals 
were  no  longer  to  be  subject  to  any  import  duty.  Here  was  a  tariff  which  a 
few  years  before  would  have  shaken  the  isle  from  its  propriety ;  but  what  a 
clamour  would  have  gone  through  the  land,  echoed  at  every  county  meeting 
and  every  market  table,  if  a  minister  had  proposed,  as  sir  Sobert  Peel  now 
proposed,  to  admit  buck-wheat  and  Indian  com  duty  free ;  to  submit  colonial 
grain  to  a  merely  nominal  duty ;  and  altogether  to  remove  protection  from 
every  other  species  of  grain  at  the  end  of  three  years.  In  the  interval  the 
duties  on  grain  were  to  be  as  follows.  When  wheat  was  under  48«.  per 
quarter  the  duty  was  to  be  10«. ;  at  every  rise  of  a  shilling  per  quarter  in  the 
market  price  the  duty  was  to  be  a  shilling  lower ;  till  wheat  should  be  at  54#. 
and  the  duty  at  4#. ;  after  which  the  duty  should  not  further  change.  The 
existing  price  of  wheat  being  54#.  the  duty  would  be  at  once  reduced  from 
I64,  to  4«.  Some  relief  of  the  burthens  upon  agriculture,  involved  in  an 
Alteration  of  the  law  of  settlement,  a  consolidation  of  highway  boards,  the 
removal  of  the  cost  of  prisoners  from  the  county  rates — these  and  other  minor 
concessions,  which  were  real  benefits,  were  received  only  with  ridicule,  in  the 
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face  of  the  atartliDg  fact  that  the  staff  of  protection,  which  had  so  long  beea 
leant  upon,  would  be  utterly  broken  and  cast  away.  The  philosophical 
reasoners  knew  well  that  the  hale  man  would  then  be  able  to  walk  with- 
out his  crutch ;  but  the  country  party  were  not  greatly  addicted  to  phi- 
losophical politics.  Sir  Eobert  Peel  concluded  the  speech,  in  which  he 
offered,  on  the  part  of  the  government,  these  proposals  "  for  the  ultintate 
adjustment  of  this  question  by  affirming  that  there  had  been  a  great  change 
in  the  opinion  of  the  great  mass  of  the  community  with  respect  to  the  Corn- 
Laws."  He  recommended  his  plan  as  a  whole  to  their  calm  and  dispassionate 
consideration,  with  no  other  feeling  or  interest  in  its  ultimate  issue  than  that 
it  might,  to  use  the  words  of  her  Majesty's  speech,  conduce  to  promote 
"friendly  feelings  between  different  classes  of  my  subjects,  to  provide  addi* 
tional  security  for  the  continuance  of  peace,  and  to  maintain  contentment 
and  happiness  at  home,  by  increasing  the  comfort  and  bettering  the  condi- 
tion of  the  great  body  of  my  people." 

On  the  9th  of  February  a  debate  was  begun,  which  continued  twelve 
nights,  on  the  motion  that  the  Speaker  should  leave  the  chair  to  go  into 
Committee  on  the  Customs  and  Corn  Importation  Act.  Mr.  Miles  had  pro- 
posed as  an  amendment,  *'  that  this  House  will,  upon  this  day  six  months^ 
resolve  itself  into  the  said  Committee."  On  the  fifth  night  of  the  discussion, 
the  16th  of  February,  sir  Jlobert  Peel,  with  even  more  than  his  ordinsry 
debating  ability,  reviewed  every  species  of  objection,  whether  from  agricultu- 
rists, or  shipowners,  or  manufacturers,  that  had  been  raised  to  the  various 
details  of  his  measure.  Towards  the  conclusion  of  his  speech  he  warmed  into 
an  eloquence  such  as  had  been  rarely  equalled  since  the  days  of  the  great 
orators  of  former  generations,  j 

''  This  night  is  to  decide  between  the  policy  of  continued  relaxation  of 
restriction,  or  the  return  to  restraint  and  prohibition.  This  night  you  will 
select  the  motto  which  is  to  indicate  the  commercial  policy  of  England. 
Shall  it  be  ^advance'  or  ' recede  P'  Which  is  the  fitter  motto  for  this  great 
empire?  Survey  our  position;  consider  the  advantage  which  Gtod  and 
nature  have  given  us,  and  the  destiny  for  which  we  are  intended.  We  stand 
on  the  confines  of  Western  Europe,  the  chief  connecting  link  between  the 
old  world  and  the  new.  The  discoveries  of  science,  the  improvement  of  navi- 
gation, have  brought  us  within  ten  days  of  St.  Petersburg,  and  will  soon 
bring  us  within  ten  days  of  New  York.  We  have  an  extent  of  coast  greater 
in  proportion  to  our  population  and  the  area  of  our  land  than  any  other  great 
nation,  securing  to  us  maritime  strength  and  superiority.  Iron  and  coal,  the 
sinews  of  manufacture,  give  us  advstntages  over  every  rival  in  the  great  com- 
petition of  industry.  Our  capital  far  exceeds  that  which  they  can  command. 
In  ingenuity — in  skill — in  energy — we  are  inferior  to  none.  Our  national 
character,  the  free  institutions  under  which  we  live,  the  liberty  of  thought 
and  action,  an  unshackled  press,  spreading  the  knowledge  of  every  discovery 
and  of  every  advance  in  science — combine  with  our  natural  and  physical 
advantages  to  place  us  at  the  head  of  those  nations  which  profit  by  the  free 
interchange  of  their  products.  And  is  this  the  country  to  shrink  from  com- 
petition ?  Is  this  the  country  to  adopt  a  retrograde  policy  t  Is  this  the 
country  which  can  only  flourish  in  the  sickly  artificial  atmosphere  of  prohibi- 
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tion  ?  Is  this  the  conntiy  to  stand  shivering  on  the  brink  of  exposure  to  the 
healthful  breeaes^of  competition P"  • 

Turning  then  from  commercial  freedom  in  manufitctures  to  commercial 
freedom  in  agriculture,  he  asked  if  in  some  future  season,  when  *'  the  years 
of  plenteousness  shall  haye  ended,''  and  "  the  years  of  dearth  may  have  come," 
would  it  be  no  satisfaction  to  you  to  reflect,  that  by  your  own  act  you  have 
been  relieved  from  the  grievous  responsibility  of  regulating  the  supply  of  food  P 
**  When  you  are  again  exhorting  a  suffering  people  to  fortitude  under  their 
privations ;  when  you  are  tdling  them, '  these  are  the  chastenings  of  an  all** 
wise  and  merciful  Providence,  sent  for  some  inscrutable  but  just  and  benefi- 
cent purpose— it  nay  be,  to  humble  our  pride,  or  to  punish  our  unfaithful* 
ness,  or  to  impreis  us  with  a  sense  of  our  nothingness  and  dependence  on  His 
mercy ;'  when  you  are  thus  addressing  your  suffering  fellow  subjects,  and 
encouraging  them  to  bear  without  repining  the  dispensations  of  Providence, 
may  God  grant  that  by  your  decision  of  thu  night,  yon  may  have  laid  in 
stoi^  for  yourselves  the  consolation  of  reflecting  that  such  calamities  are,  in 
truth,  the  dispensations  of  Providence — ^that  they  have  not  been  caused,  they 
have  not  been  aggravated,  by  the  laws  of  man,  restricting  in  the  hour  of 
scarcity  the  supply  of  food!"  t 

On  the  27th  of  February  the  debate  on  Mr.  Miles's  amendment  on  the 
motion  for  going  into  Committee  on  the  Customs  and  Com  Importation  Act, 
was  brought  to  a  conclusion.  Daring  the  twelve  nights  of  debate,  forty-eight 
memb^s  spoke  in  favour  of  Free  Trade  and  fifty-five  on  the  side  (^Protection* 
To  attempt  the  briefest  analysis  of  the  general  arguments  for  the  removal  of 
Protection,  and  of  the  anticipations  of  commercial  and  agricultural  ruin  if 
Protection  were  abolished — arguments  now  so  perfectly  understood,  and  fears 
now  so  thoroughly  exploded — would  be  as  wearisome  as  useless.  Upon  a 
division  the  numbers  were,  for  Mr.  Miles's  amendment,  240 ;  against  it,  887, 
being  a  minority  for  the  government  of  97,  The  House  of  Commons  went 
into  Committee  on  the  2nd  of  March.  The  various  clauses  of  the  proposed 
Bill  were  debated  with  the  same  earnestness  for  four  nights ;  when  the  second 
reading  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  88.  On  the  third  reading  there  was  a 
debate  of  three  nights.  On  the  15feh  of  May,  at  four  in  the  morning,  827 
members  voted  (or  the  third  reading ;  and  for  an  amendment  of  the  mavquis 
of  Granby,  that  the  Bill  be  read  that  day  six  months,  229  voted,  giving  a 
majority  for  the  third  reading  of  98.  In  the  House  of  Lords  the  Bill  was 
passed  with  less  difficulty  than  might  have  been  anticipated.  The  duke  of 
WelUngt(»i  on  the  18th  moved  the  first  reading  of  the  Com  Importation  Bill, 
and  on  the  19th  the  duke  of  Buccleugh  moved  the  first  reading  of  the 
Customs  Duties  Bill.  It  is  as  unnecessary  to  follow  the  course  of  debate  in 
the  Lords  as  in  the  Commons.  The  second  reading  of  the  Com  Bill  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  47 ;  211  being  for  the  second  reading,  against  it  164. 
The  second  reeding  of  the  Customs  Duties  Bill  was  carried  without  a  division. 
The  various  dausee  of  the  Com  Bill  having  been  debated  in  Committee,  the 
Bill  en  the  19th  of  June  was  reported  without  amendments. .  On  the  25th  of 
June  both  Bills  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed ;  to  which  on  the  26ch  the 
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royal  assent  was  given  by  commission.  Bj  the  Corn  Importation  Act,  that  scale 
of  duties,  as  proposed  bj  the  government  on  the  27tb  January,  was  to  continue 
until  the  Ist  of  February,  1849  ;  afler  which  day  a  duty  upon  grain  of  one 
shilling  per  quarter,  and  of  fourpence-halfpenny  per  cwt.  upon  flour  and  meal, 
was  to  be  levied,  for  purely  statistical  purposes.  A  revolution,  scarcely  second 
in  importance  to  the  Eeform  Bill,  was  thus  accomplished.  England  entered 
on  a  new  course  of  commercial  policy ;  of  whose  beneficial  results  the  expe- 
rience of  the  succeeding  sixteen  years  has  left  too  strong  an  evidence  to  allow 
Any  but  a  few  devotees  of  an  obsolete  creed  to  abide  in  "  their  temples  dim." 

During  the  progress  through  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  measures  of 
commercial  freedom,  a  Bill  entitled,  "  For  the  Protection  of  Life  in  Ireland," 
w  hich  had  passed  in  the  House  of  Lords,  was  brought  under  discussion  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  It  was  opposed  with  the  utmost  vehemence  by  the 
Protectionists,  who  in  the  rejection  of  the  measure  hailed  the  prospect  of 
being  revenged  on  sir  Eobert  Peel ;  and  by  the  majority  of  the  Whigs,  who, 
consistently  adhering  to  their  often  declared  principles  upon  coercion  bills 
in  Ireland,  nevertheless  saw  in  the  defeat  of  the  government  the  door 
opened  for  their  return  to  power  after  it  bad  been  closed  against  them  for 
five  years.  On  the  21st  of  June  sir  Bobert  Peel  accurately  calculated  upon 
i;he  double  event — the  passing  of  the  Corn-Law  Bepeal  Bill  unmutilated  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  for  the  Protection  of  Life  in 
Ireland  by  the  House  of  Commons.  He  took  a  decision  at  once  dignified 
and  patriotic.  He  addressed  a  memorandum  on  the  position  of  the  govern- 
ment to  the  Cabinet,  in  which  he  suggested  to  the  deliberate  and  dispassionate 
consideration  of  his  colleagues,  '*  to  determine  whether,  after  the  passing  of 
the  Corn  and  Customs  Bills,  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  the  Crown,  of  the 
x^ountry,  and  for  the  honour  and  character  of  the  government,  that  they  should 
remain  in  office."  He  said,  with  an  honesty  worthy  of  all  imitation,  **  a 
government  ought  to  have  a  natural  support;  a  conservative  government 
should  be  supported  by  a  conservative  party ;  support  from  the  compassion 
of  its  enemies,  or  even  from  the  personally  friendly  feelings  of  those  who 
.oti4jiht  OD  public  principle  to  oppose  a  government,  is  a  hollow  and  not  a 
creditable  support.  Depend  upon  it  that  we  shall  not  pass  the  Irish  Bill 
inta  a  law."  He  was  decidedly,  he  told  them,  of  opinion  ''  that  we  should 
not  fall  into  the  errors  of  the  last  Whig  government — ^retain  office  after  we 
have  lost  power,  or  advise  a  Dissolution  with  Jittle  prospect  of  securing  a 
oxLajonty  of  members,  honestly  and  cordially  concurring  with  us  on  great 
j>olitical  principles."  *  The  memorandum  being  communicated  to  the  other 
members  of  the  government,  there  was  not  the  slightest  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued. 

There  were  six  nights  of  debate  upon  the  Irish  Bill.  On  the  25th  of 
June  lord  George  Bentinck,  who  had  for  some  time  filled  the  office  of  the 
aristocratic  leader  of  the  Protectionists,  expressed  himself  with  a  violence 
towards  the  Prime  Minister  that  more  than  rivalled  the  attacks  of  his  untitled 
coadjutor.  Mr.  Cobden  answered  lord  George  Bentinck :  **  I  have  to  say,  in 
contradiction  to  the  noble  lord,  that  if  the  right  honourable  baronet  choosey 
to  retire  from  office  in   consequence  of  this  vote,  he  carries  with  him  the 
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esteem  and  gratitude  of  a  larger  number  of  the  population  of  this  empire 
than  ever  followed  any  minister  that  was  ever  hurled  from  power.'* 
After  Mr.  Cobden  had  spoken  the  division  took  place;  for  the  second 
reading,  219;  against  it,  292;  majority  against  the  government,  73. 
On  the  29th  of  June  the  resignation  of  ministers  was  announced  by  sir 
Bobert  Peel.  He  cast  a  retrospect  over  the  reasons  which  had  influenced 
his  conduct,  and  the  results  which  had  been  obtained.  ''  The  name,'*  he  said, 
**  which  ought  to  be  associated  with  the  success  of  those  measures,  is  not  the 
name  of  the  noble  lord,  the  organ  of  the  party  of  which  he  is  the  leader,  noi* 
is  it  mine.  The  name  which  ought  to  be,  and  will  be,  associated  with  the- 
success  of  those  measures,  is  the  name  of  one  who,  acting,  as  I  believe,  from 
pure  and  disinterested  motives,  has,  with  untiring  energy,  made  appeals  to 
our  reason,  and  has  enforced  those  appeals  with  an  eloquence  the  more  to  be 
admired  because  it  was  unafi^ected  and  unadorned :  it  is  the  name  of  Bichard 
Cobden."  He  concluded  his  speech  with  those  emphatic  words  which  have 
been  inscribed  upon  the  pedestal  of  more  than  one  monumental  tribute  of  a 
nation's  gratitude : — **  It  may  be  that  I  shall  leave  a  name  sometimes  i«mem- 
bered  with  expressions  of  good  will  in  the  abodes  of  those  whose  lot  it  is 
to  labour  and  to  earn  their  daily  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  when 
they  shall  recruit  their  exhausted  strength  with  abundant  and  untaxed  food,, 
the  sweeter  because  it  is  no  longer  leavened  with  a  sense  of  injustice." 

The  House  of  Commons  adjourned  to  the  drd  of  July.  On  the  6th  lorcF 
John  Bussell,  as  First  Lord  of  Treasury,  and  the  other  members  of  the 
Administration  were  sworn  into  office. 

From  the  16th  of  July,  when,  after  the  change  of  government,  the  House 
of  Commons  met  again  for  the  dispatch  of  business,  to  the  28th  of  August,  when 
parliament  was  prorogued  by  commission,  the  measures  passed  were  various 
and  important.  The  impending  distress  in  Ireland  occupied  much  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Legislature.  Two  measures  of  permanent  social  interest  became  law. 
One  enactment  has  worked  a  most  material  and  salutary  change  in  the  power 
of  the  people  to  obtain  cheap  justice — the  establishment  of  County  Court? 
for  the  Becovery  of  Small  Debts.  The  other,  directed  to  impertant  sanitary 
objects,  which  received  the  royal  assent  on  the  26th  of  August,  declares 
that  "  it  is  desirable  for  the  health,  comfort,  and  welfare  of  the  inhabitants  of 
towns  and  populous  districts,  to  encourage  the  establishment  therein  of 
Public  Baths  and  Washhouses,  and  open  Bathing  Places."  To  town  councilar 
and  parish  vestries  is  given  the  power  to  establish  such  public  conveniences^ 
the  expenses  of  which,  beyond  the  receipts,  are  to  be  paid  as  part  of  the 
poor's-rate. 

On  the  4th  July  sir  Bobert  Peel  wrote  to  lord  Hardinge,  "there  is 
nothing  I  would  not  have  done  to  insure  the  carrying  of  the  measures  I  had 
proposed  this  Session.  I  pique  myself  on  never  having  proposed  anything 
which  I  have  not  carried ;  but  the  moment  their  success  was  insured,  and  I 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  two  drowsy  Masters  in  Chancery  mumble  out 
at  the  table  of  the  House  of  Commons  that  the  Lords  had  passed  the  Corn 
and  Customs  Bills  I  was  satisfied.  Two  hours  after  this  intelligence  was 
brought  we  were  ejected  from  power ;  and,  by  another  coincidence  as  mar- 
vellous, on  the  day  on  which  I  had  to  announce  in  the  House  of  Commons 
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the  dissolution  of  the  Goyemmenty  the  news  arrived  that  we  had  settled  tiie 
Oregon  question,  and  that  our  proposals  had  been  accepted  by  the  United 
States  without  the  alteration  of  a  word."  * 

The  settlement  of  the  Oregon  question  was  announced  to  the  House  of 
Lords  on  the  29th  by  the  earl  of  Aberdeen.  He  made  a  brief  statement  of 
what  bad  occurred  since  the  President  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Polk« 
had  sent  his  message  to  the  Senate  with  a  direct  rdfusal  of  the  repeated 
proposals  of  the  British  Government  to  submit  the  whole  question  to 
arbitration.  When  lord  Aberdeen  afterwards  saw  that  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Eepresentatives  had  adopted  Besolations  of  a  oonciliatorj  and 
friendly  description,  he  at  once  put  aside  all  idea  of  diplomatic  etiquette,  and 
sent  over  to  the  British  minister  the  draft  of  a  convention  to  be  proposed  for 
the  acceptance  of  the  United  States'  Government  The  President  having 
submitted  this  draft  for  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  that  body,  by  a  majority  of 
thirty*eight  votes  to  twelve,  adopted  a  Besolution  advising  the  President  to 
accept  the  terms  proposed.  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  American  Secratary  of  State, 
accordingly  informed  our  minister  that  the  conditions  offered  were  accepted, 
*^  without  the  addition  or  alteration  of  a  single  word."  t 

This  settlement  of  the  Oregon  question  relieved  the  British  nation  and 
the  government  from  a  long-continued  cause  of  anxiety.  In  1845  Mr,  Polk, 
in  his  inaugural  address,  affirmed  that  it  was  his  duty  **  to  assert  and  maintain 
by  all  constitutional  means,  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  that  portion 
of  our  territory  which  lies  beyond  the  Bocky  Mountains.  Our  title  to  the 
country  of  the  Oregon  is  clear  and  unquestionable ;  and  already  are  our 
people  preparing  to  perfect  their  title  by  occupying  it  with  their  wive«  and 
children.''  I  The  vidue  of  the  Oregon  territory  was  so  little  understood 
when  the  treaty  of  pesce  was  concluded  in  1783,  that  no  provision  whatever 
was  made  for  its  occupation.  Forty  years  later  the  claims  of  the  British 
government  and  that  of  the  United  States  to  this  region  had  become  so 
opposed,  that  lord  Castleresgh  said  to  Mr.  Bush,  the  American  minister, 
that  by  holding  up  a  finger  a  war  regarding  Oregon  might  be  produced 
between  the  two  countries.  During  the  foreign  secretsryship  of  Mr. 
Canning  the  apprehension  of  hostilities  became  greater.  In  1818  a  <;Qnven- 
tion  had  been  entered  into,  by  which  the  whole  territory  was  to  be  open  to 
the  settlers  of  both  countries  for  a  period  of  ten  years ;  but  the  agreement 
was  not  to  be  construed  to  the  prejudice  of  any  daim  which  either  of  the 
contracting  parties  might  have  to  any  part  of  the  country.  In  1844  Mr. 
Calhoun,  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington,  explained  his  reasons  for  de- 
clining proposals  made  by  the  British  government,  in  a  state  paper,  in  which 
he  contended  that  time  so  far  from  impairing  the  American  claims  had  greatly 
strength^ied  them,  by  the  rapid  advance  of  the  population  of  the  United 
States  towards  that  territory.  An  emigration,  estimated  at  not  less  than  a 
thousand  in  1848  and  fifteen  hundred  in  1844,  had  flowed  into  it,  and  that  the 
current  thus  commenced  would  continue  to  flow  with  increased  volume  here* 
after.  '*  There  can,  then,  be  no  doubt  now,  that  the  operation  of  the  same 
cause  which  impelled  our  population  westward  from  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic 

♦  **  MemoiTB  by  Sir  Robert  Peel,"  p.  809. 
t  Hanmrd,  vol.  IxzxviL  col.  1088. 
:::  «*  Aonual  B«gi8t«r  for  1845,"  p.  279. 
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across  the  Alleghany  to  the  yallej  of  the  Mississippi,  will  impel  them  onward 
with  accumulating  force  across  the  Bockj  Mountains  into  the  vallej  of  the 
Columbia,  and  that  the  whole  region  drained  hy  it  is  destined  to  be  peopled 
by  ua.'*  *  In  184i5  the  President,  in  a  public  address  while  negotiations 
were  pending,  referred,  contrary  to  all  usage,  to  other  contiogencies  than  a 
iriendly  and  satisfactory  termination  of  the  differences  between  the  two 
govenimeuts.  Upon  this  declaration  sir  Sobert  Feel  expressed  himself  with 
deep  regret  that  such  a  reference  should  be  made  in  a  tone  and  temper 
which  was  not  likely  to  lead  to  an  amicable  and  equitable  settlement  of  the 
differences.  We  ha?e  rights,  he  said,  respecting  this  territory  of  Oregon 
dear  and  unquestionable.  '^  We  trust  still  to  arrive  at  an  amicable  adjust- 
meut — we  desire  to  effect  an  amicable  adjustment  of  our  claim — but  having 
exhausted  every  effort  to  effect  that  settlement,  if  our  rights  should  be 
invaded  we  are  resolved — ^and  we  are  prepared — to  maintain  them."  f 

We  have  thus  briefly  traced  the  course  of  those  differences  which  were 
happily  concluded  before  the  administration  of  affairs  was  handed  over  by  the 
Peel  government  to  that  of  lord  John  BusselL  The  territory  in  dispute  has 
now  become  the  rising  colony  of  British  Columbia.  In  looking  to  the 
probable  extensive  emigration  in  a  few  years  to  this  vast  territory — in  many  ^ 
parts  fertile,  abundantly  watered  by  numerous  streams,  and  most'  attractive 
in  adding  one  more  to  our  gold-productive  colonies, — ^we  are  struck  by  an 
eloquent  prediction  of  the  great  modern  orator  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  made  at  Boston  three  months  after  the  speech  of  sir  Bobert  Peel  on  the 
Oregon  question.  The  anticipation  of  Mr.  Webster  carries  ua  forward  to  the 
consideration  of  a  Future  of  far  greater  significance  than  the  disputes  of  the 
Pa8t.  "  I  believe  that  it  is  in  the  course  of  Providence,  and  of  human 
destiny,  that  a  great  state  is  to  arise,  of  English  and  American  descenti 
whose  power  will  be  established  over  the  country  on  the  shores  of  the 
Pacific;  and  that  all  those  rights  of  natural  and  political  liberty,  all  those 
great  principles  that  both  nations  have  inherited  from  their  fathers,  will  be 
transmitted  through  us  to  them,  bo  that  there  will  exist  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Columbia,  or  more  probably  farther  south,  a  great  Pacific  republic,  a 
nation  where  our  children  may  go  for  a  residence,  separating  themselves  from 
this  government,  and  forming  an  integral  part  of  a  new  government,  half-way 
between  England  and  China ;  in  the  most  healthful,  fertile,  and  desirable 
portion  of  the  globe,  and  quite  too  far  remote  from  Europe  and  from  this 
side  of  the  American  continent  to  be  under  the  governmental  influence  of 
either  country.  This  state  of  things  is  by  no  means  so  far  off  as  we  may 
imagine-- by  no  means  so  remote  from  the  present  time  as  may  be 
supposed ;  and,  looking  to  this  state  of  things,  this  question  becomes  one 
upon  which  intelligent  and  well-disposed  men  might  very  readily  come  to  an 
agreement.'*  J 

In  writing  to  lord  Hardinge  on  the  4th  of  Julyi  sir  Bobert  Peel  mentions 
''our  reception  in  England  of  your  closing  exploits  on  the  Sutlej."  In  the 
royal  speech,  on  the  prorogation,  the  Queen  congratulated  her  parliament  on 
the  victorious  course  and  happy  conclusion  of  the  war  in  India^  and  announced 


*  <'  Annual  Register  for  1845,"  p.  288. 

t  Hiuiaard,  yol.  Ixxxi.  col.  199. 
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that  perfect  tranquillity  prevailed  throughout  the  whole  of  the  British  pos- 
BeBsions  in  that  quarter  of  the  world.    It  was  in  December,  1845,  when  the 
British  occupied  most  of  the  southern  bank  of  the  Sutlej,  that  the  Sikh  armj 
began  to  cross  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  attack  on  the  British 
frontier.  Bunjeet  Sing,  the  ruler  of  the  Sikhs  and  the  Punjaub,  had,  up  to  the 
time  of  bis  death  in  1889,  always  continued  on  terms  of  amity  with  the 
British  goTernment.     His  son,  Kurruck  Sing,  who  died  in  1840,  was  th& 
ruler  of  the  country,  his  elder  brother  being  imbecile.    An  illegitimate  BOit 
of  Bunjeet  Sing,  who  succeeded  to  the  government,  was  assassinated  in  1843. 
His  son,  being  very  young,  the  mother  assumed  the  power,  giving  her  fa* 
Tourite,  Lall  Sing,  the  appointment  of  Vizier.     There  was  no  strong  hand,  a» 
in  the  days  of  Bunjeet  Sing,  to  restrain  the  army,  and  thus,  having  crossed  to 
the  southern  bank  of  the  Sutlej,  they  took  up  an  intrenched  position  at  the 
village  of  Ferozeshah.     In  this  camp  the  Sikhs  had  a  force  of  more  than 
50,000  men,  with  108  pieces  of  cannon.    The  British  force,  under  the  com* 
mander*in-chief,  sir  Hugh  Gough,  was  advancing  from  Umballah  in  order  ta 
relieve  Ferozepoor,  held  by  sir  J.  Littler,  which  had  been  partially  invested. 
On  the  18th  of  December  the  British  army  reached  Moodkee,  and  that  even* 
ing  repulsed  an  attack  of  the  Sikhs.    In  this  battle  sir  Bobert  Sale  received 
a  wound,  of  which  he  died  two  months  afterwards.    The  British  army,  oon- 
Bistiug  of  16,700  men,  and  69  guns,  then  marched  towards  Ferozepoor.    Sir 
Henry  Hardinge  accompanied  the  army.     Tip  to  the  time  of  the  Sikhs  cross- 
ing the  Sutlej  he  had  carefully  avoided  every  demonstration  which  could  be 
construed  into  an  act  of  hostility.    It  was  now  his  clear  duty  to  repe) 
aggression,  and  he  put  into  the  performance  of  that  duty  all  that  energy 
of  a  chivalrous  nature  which  had  so  illustrated  his  career  in  the  Penin* 
Bular   war.      Waving   the    claims  of  his  rank    as   GK>vemor^Oeneral,   he 
offered  to  sir  Hugh  Gough  to  serve  under  him  as  second  in  command. 
On  the  21st  and   22nd    of  December  was   fought  the   great  battle  of 
Ferozeshah.     The  British  attacked  the  intrenched  camp  on  the  evening  of 
the  21st.    The  resistance  of  the  Sikhs  was  most  obstinate.    Night  dosed 
before  the  British  had  become  masters  of  a  part  of  the  intrenched  quadrangle. 
Their  aituation  was  one  of  considerable  peril.    The  British  reserves  had  been 
engaged  to  the  last  man  ;  the  troops  had  fought  a  desperate  battle  after  a  long* 
march ;  they  were  wearied,  and  had  little  food.     A  writer,  who  had  access  to 
special  information,  has  given  an  animated  description  of  the  night  which  fol- 
lowed the  attack  on  the  intrenched  camp.     *'  Side  by  side,  with  the  dying  and 
the  dead,  the  living  lay  down.     They  strove  to  pleep ;  some  of  them  did  sleep 
in  spite  of  cold,  hunger,  thirst,  and,  worse  than  all,  the  cries  and  groans  of  their 
wounded  comrades.    And  all  around  them  and  above,  the  horizon  was  illumi* 
nated  with  the  flames  of  burning  huts,  exploding  shells,  tumbrils,  ammunition 
cartB,  and  occasionally  a  mine.     Moreover,  they  suffered,  even  then,  from  a 
constant  fire  of  artillery,  which  became  at  one  time  so  annoying — where  the 
Governor- General  was  in  person — that  he  was  forced  to  order  two  regiments, 
the  80th  and  let  Bengal  Europeans,  to  charge  with  the  bayonet.     But  sir 
Henry  Hardinge  and  sir  Hugh  Gough  knew  no  rest  at  all ;  they  went  about 
from  corps  to  corps,  animating  the  men,  and  cheerfully  demonstrating  to  the 
officers  that  there  was  no  alternative  but  victory  or  death."  • 
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Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1846.]  THE  SIKH  WAK.  5i5 

"  The  long  night  wore  away,"  wrote  sir  Hugh  GK)ughy  "  and  dawned  the 
morning  of  the  22nd."  The  line  was  again  formed.  All  the  artillery  of  the 
British  was  brought  up  to  the  attack,  but  this  arm  of  war  was  over-matched 
by  the  heavy  cannon  of  the  Sikh  batteries.  Belying  upon  the  unfailing 
British  weapon,  the  bayonet,  the  line  advanced.  The  two  commanders  rode 
in  front.  The  inner  works  were  carried ;  the  troops  entered  the  village. 
But  the  day  was  not  yet  gained.  The  Sikh  army  of  reserve  had  marched 
from  the  camp  above  Ferozepoor  early  in  the  morning,  and  their  advanced 
guard  became  engaged  with  our  cavalry.  They  however  drew  off,  but  soon 
again  appeared  in  tremendous  force.  Very  touching  are  the  words  in  which 
the  veteran  commander-in-chief  described  his  feelings :  ''  The  only  time  I  felt 
a  doubt  was  towards  the  evening  of  the  22nd,  when  the  fresh  enemy 
advanced  with  heavy  columns  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  guns ;  and  our  cavalry 
horses  were  so  thoroughly  done  up  that  they  would  not  command  even  a  trot. 
For  a  moment  then  I  felt  regret  (and  I  deeply  deplore  my  want  of  confidence 
in  Him  who  never  failed  me  nor  forsook  me)  as  each  passing  shot  left  me  on 
horseback :  but  it  was  only  for  a  moment."  The*  cavalry  movement,  with 
jaded  horses  and  exhausted  men,  decided  the  struggle.  A  panic  seized  the 
Sikhs,  who  believed  the  British  were  going  to  fall  on  their  flank  in  force. 
They  abandoned  their  guns,  and  retreated  across  the  Sutlej.  The  British  in 
that  terrible  struggle,  almost  unmatched  in  Indian  warfare,  lost  2415  men, 
with  many  distinguished  officers.  The  European  regiments  were  fearfully 
thinned.     Of  these  the  62nd  left  half  its  numbers  on  the  field. 

Having  crossed  the  Sutlej  the  Sikhs  again  took  up  a  fortified  position.  The 
British  army  were  so  destitute  of  ammunition  that  they  were  unable  to  pre- 
vent the  Sikhs  again  establishing  a  portion  of  their  army  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  river.  They  intrenched  themselves  near  the  vUlage  of  Alliwall  to 
prevent  sir  Harry  Smith's  communication  with  the  main  army.  With 
12,000  men  and  thirty-two  guns  he  attacked  them,  carried  their  camp  by 
storm,  captured  the  whole  of  their  cannon  and  munitions  of  war,  and  drove 
the  entire  force  precipitately  across  the  Sutlej. 

On  the  10th  of  February  was  fought  the  great  battle  of  Sobraon.  The 
Sikhs  had  here  intrenched  themselves  on  the  southern  bank,  having  con- 
structed a  bridge  of  boats  across  the  river.  The  victory  of  Alliwall  had 
enabled  sir  Harry  Smith  to  unite  with  the  main  army.  A  siege  train  had 
arrived  from  Delhi.  Sir  Hugh  Gt)ugh  was  strong  enough  to  attack  the 
Sikhs,  at  some  moment  when  the  accidents  of  climate  would  permit  him 
fairly  to  engage  the  enemy.  He  waited  for  a  fall  of  rain  to  swell  the 
ford,  or  a  thaw  of  snow  upon  the  hills,  which  would  deprive  them  of  any 
means  of  crossing  except  by  their  bridge  of  boats.  A  fall  of  rain  came ;  the 
ford  was  impracticable.  The  Sikhs,  dislodged  from  their  intrenchments^ 
retreated  across  the  bridge,  which  broke  down  with  the  weight  of  the 
masses,  having  lost  13,000  men  and  sixty-seven  guns.  The  British  loss  was 
about  2000  killed  and  wounded.  On  the  20th  of  February  Lahore,  the 
capital,  was  occupied ;  Dhuleep  Sing,  the  young  Maharajah,  was  rein- 
stated in  the  city  ;  and  a  treaty  was  signed  by  which  he  was  continued  in  the 
relation  of  a  friendly  sovereign  with  the  British  government. 
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England  revived  by  the  Socialist  Bevolution— The  tenth  of  Apnl— PKparations  of  the 
Qovemment — ^Physical-force  Chartism  at  an  end — The  attempt  at  Insurrection  in  Ireland — 
The  Freneh  BepubHe  established  in  bloodshed— Paris  in  a  State  of  Sie^— Prince  Lools 
Napoleon,  President— Convulsions  of  the  Continent — Progress  of  improvement  in 
England — The  Public  Health  Bill — ^The  impulse  to  social  amelioration  given  by  Prince 
Albert— Free-Trade  Banquet  at  Manchester  to  celebrate  the  final  extinction  of  the  Corn- 
Laws— Meeting  of  Parlkment  the  next  day— Tranquillity  and  Loyalty  of  England 
oontrasied  in  the  Boyal  Speech  with  the  condition  of  the  Continental  Kingdoms. 

Postscript. 

Tables-^Sovereigns — ^Population — ^Occupations  of  the  People— Census  of  Edacation — Census 
of  Beligious  Worship— Bevenue  and  Expenditure — Commerce. 

OzTB  of  the  most  ilitelligent  and  experieoced  of  the  official  men  attached 
to  the  Whig  Go?emment  thus  wrote  in  the  beginning  of  1848 :  **  The  time 
has  not  yet  arrived  at  which  any  man  can  with  confidence  say  that  he  fully 
appreciates  the  nature  and  the  bearings  of  that  great  erent  which  will  long 
be  inseparably  associated  with  the  year  just  departed."  That  event  was 
^'  the  great  Irish  Famine."  This  thoughtful  writer  adds,  *'  Unless  we  are 
much  deceived,  posterity  will  trace  up  to  that  fsunine  the  commencement  of 
a  salutary  revolution  in  the  habits  of  a  nation  long  singularly  unfortunate, 
and  will  acknowledge  that  on  this,  as  on  many  other  occasions,  Supreme 
"Wisdom  has  educed  permanent  good  out  of  transient  evil."  * 

We  have  seen  how  the  first  appearances  of  the  Potato-Bot,  wbich  was  to 
deprive  the  population  of  Ireland  of  their  too-exclusive  article  of  subsistence, 
induced  that  alarm  in  1845  which  was  the  turning-point  in  the  memorable 
change  of  the  policy  of  sir  Bobert  Peel  as  to  the  supply  of  food  for  the  popu- 
lation of  all  this  kingdom.  The  disease  in  the  crop  of  1846  was  not  so  universal 
as  to  prevent  a  considerable  portion  being  saved ;  but  the  quantity  that  was 

*  '*  Edinburgh  Beview,''  vol.  IzzxviL  p.  229.  Article  *'  On  the  Irish  Crisis,"  by  Sir 
Oharks  Trevelyan.  ^  j 

Digitized  by  Wji^OQIC 


548  THE  POTATO-ROT— GOVERNMENT  MEASURES.  [184«. 

found  unfit  for  food  when  the  store-pits  were  opened  in  1846,  fullj  testified 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  step  which  sir  Eobert  Peel  took  upon  his  own  respon- 
sibility before  he  quitted  office,  of  giving  a  commission  to  a  great  mercantile 
house  to  purchase  a  hundred  thousand  pounds'  worth  of  Indian  corn  in  the 
American  markets.  That  supply  was  intrusted  to  Irish  commissariat  officers 
in  the  spring  of  1846,  to  sell  from  yarious  dep6ts  at  a  moderate  price,  whererer 
the  ordinary  supplies  of  food  were  found  to  be  deficient.  The  necessity  for 
something  more  effectual  than  even  such  a  timely  but  partial  supply  was 
soon  apparent.  In  1846  the  fatal  potato  blight  took  place  earlier,  and  was 
much  more  destructive,  than  in  1845.  Father  Mathew,  the  great  temperance 
apostle  of  Ireland,  has  described  how,  on  the  27th  of  July,  he  saw  in  a 
journey  from  Cork  to  Dublin  the  doomed  plant  blooming  in  all  the  luxuri- 
ance of  an  abundant  harvest ;  but  how,  on  his  return  on  the  3rd  of  August, 
he  beheld  one  wide  waste  of  putrefying  vegetation :  "  In  many  places  the 
wretched  people  were  seated  on  the  fences  of  their  decaying  gardens,  wringing 
their  hands,  and  wailing  bitterly  the  destruction  that  had  left  them  foodless." 
The  experience  of  the  partial  failure  of  1845  had  not  taught  the  people  that 
it  was  dangerous  to  depend  upon  one  species  of  food  alone.  The  great  pro- 
portion of  the  early  culture  of  1846  was  that  of  potatoes.  Towards  the  end 
of  July  the  potatoes  began  to  show  symptoms  of  the  disease  of  the  previous 
year.  There  was  first  a  little  brown  spot  on  the  leaf;  the  spots  gradually 
increased  in  number  and  size,  until  the  foliage  withered,  and  the  stem  became 
brittle.  Then,  although  the  stalks  remained  green,  the  leaves  suddenly  black- 
ened ;  the  growth  of  the  root  was  arrested ;  the  staple  food  of  a  nation  had 
perished.  No  potatoes  were  that  year  pitted.  Those  that  were  of  any 
value  when  dug  up  were  immediately  sold  or  consumed,  in  the  natural  appre- 
hension that  they  would  rot.  The  autumn  came,  and  it  was  now  found  that 
the  potato  crop  had,  with  very  few  local  exceptions,  universally  and  entirely 
failed. 

Before  the  distress  in  Ireland  had  reached  its  height — ^before  the  word 
"Famine"  was  the  only  term  which  could  express  the  real  state  of  human 
beings  who  would  die  for  want  of  food  if  help  were  not  bestowed  upon  them — 
the  government  of  lord  John  Bussell  had  devised  various  modes  for  the  relief 
of  Bufierings  and  privations  which  were,  even  in  their  early  stage,  far  more 
extensive  than  those  which  had  been  caused  by  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop 
in  various  years  during  the  previous  quarter  of  a  century. 

On  the  28th  of  August,  1846,  the  royal  assent  was  given  to  three  Acts 
especially  directed  to  meet  the  inevitable  failure  of  the  great  Irish  esculent. 
They  were  Acts  for  the  employment  of  the  poor  in  the  distressed  districts  for 
a  limited  period ;  for  providing  additional  funds  for  provisional  loans  and 
grants  for  public  works  5  and  for  authorizing  a  further  issue  of  money  in  aid 
of  public  works.  The  application  of  these  measures  was  a  tentative  process. 
The  Labour  Eate  Act  at  the  beginning  of  September  was  directed  to  be 
applied  to  twenty-four  districts,  proclaimed  to  be  in  a  state  of  distress.  At 
the  beginning  of  October  this  measure  was  found  ineffectual,  and  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  issued  a  circular  authorizing  the  undertaking  of  works  of  per* 
manent  utility.  In  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  20th  of  January,  1847, 
lord  John  Eussell  described  how  the  Labour  Eate  Act  and  other  Acts  of  the 
last  session  had  worked.    An  immense  staff  of  serTants,  upwards  of  eleven 
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thousazidy  bad  been  employed  to  furnish  labour  to  half  a  million  of  adults, 
representing  two  millions  of  souls,  at  an  expense  estimated  for  January  of 
800,000^.  It  was  difficult  to  find  trustworthy  servants,  and  to  prevent  the 
improper  employment  upon  the  works  of  persons  by  no  means  destitute. 
It  was  desirable  for  the  government  to  adopt  new  measures;  to  form  Belief 
Committees  empowered  to  receive  subscriptions  and  levy  rates,  and  to  be 
intrusted  with  donations  from  the  State.  Out  of  the  sums  thus  raised  they 
were  to  purchase  food,  and  deliver  rations  to  the  famishing  inhabitants.  Tho 
system  of  affording  relief  through  public  works  had  utterly  broken  down ; 
the  payment  of  money  was  evidently  liable  to  gross  abuse ;  and  undrest  food, 
such  as  meal,  might  be  exchanged  for  less  needful  articles  by  the  impro- 
vident. Eations  of  cooked  food  offered  the  most  effectual  mode  of  relieving 
the  helpless  and  prostrate  people.  Then  began  that  beneficial  system  which 
was  limited  by  the  Act  to  the  Ist  of  October,  and  which  reached  its  highest 
point  in  July,  1847,  when  upwards  of  three  millions  of  persons  received  separate 
rations.  The  Famine  was  stayed.  The  harvest  was  approaching  in  which  the 
staple  food  was  not  affected  by  the  disease.  Impressively  has  it  been  said 
by  sir  Charles  Trevelyan — **  This  enterprise  was  in  truth  the  grandest 
attempt  ever  made  to  grapple  with  famine  over  a  whole  country.  Organ- 
ized armies,  amounting  altogether  to  some  hundreds  of  thousands,  had  been 
rationed  before;  but  neither  ancient  nor  modern  history  can  furnish  a 
parallel  to  the  fact,  that  upwards  of  three  millions  of  persons  were  fed  every 
day  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  own  homes,  by  administrative  arrange- 
ments emanating  from  and  controlled  by  one  central  office."  * 

The  last  time  that  the  voice  of  Daniel  O'Connell  was  heard  in  Parliament 
was  on  the  8th  of  Eebruary,  1847.  He  called  upon  the  House  of  Commons  to 
do  something  speedy  and  efficacious — some  great  act  of  national  generosity, 
calculated  upon  a  broad  and  liberal  scale.  "  Ireland  is  in  your  hands — in  your 
power.  If  you  do  not  save  her,  she  cannot  save  herself."  The  great  dema- 
gogue was  dying.  The  wretched  parodists  of  his  system  of  agitation,  which 
was  as  powerful  for  good  as  for  evil — the  ranting  and  swaggering  young 
Irelanders,  who,  as  Charles  Lamb  said  of  the  early  dramatists,  used  blood  as 
they  would  "  the  paint  of  the  property-man  in  the  theatre  " — had  separated 
from  him  when  he  declared  against  the  employment  of  physical  force  to  obtain 
the  Sepeal  of  the  Union.  In  the  famine  he  perhaps  clearly  saw  how  social 
evils  had  been  neglected  for  the  advocacy  of  purely  political  objects,  very 
uncertain  in  their  possible  benefits  for  the  future,  and  deeply  injurious  in 
their  present  tendency  to  put  aside  all  real  improvement.  He  died  at  G-enoa 
on  the  15th  of  May.  Had  he  lived  he  would  have  seen  and  acknowledged 
how  England  had  answered,  not  merely  his  call  upon  her  generosity,  but  had  ' 
yielded  at  once  and  wholly  to  the  cry  that  had  gone  up  to  Heaven  from 
the  afflicted  land,  and  had  stretched  forth  her  hand  to  succour  and  to  save, 
distressing  as  it  must  be,  even  at  this  distance  of  time,  to  look  back  upon  the 
amount  of  human  misery  produced  by  this  national  calamity,  there  were  cir- 
eomstances  connected  with  its  relief  that  we  can  regard  with  pride  and  admi- 
ration. The  noble  exertions  of  public  officers  and  private  individuals,  the 
unstinting  employment  of  the  pecuniary  resources  of  the  government,  the 

•  "  Edinburgh  Keview,"  vol,  Ixxxvii.  p,  269. 
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munificence  of  the  Bubscriptions  sent  to  Ireland  from  the  sister  kingdom^  the 
tender  sympathy  ^ith  the  sufferers  of  every  true  English  heart — ^these 
might  be  considered  by  a  captious  few  as  the  mere  payment  of  a  debt  from 
the  happier  island ;  but  if  so  the  payment  was  large  and  liberal,  and  such  as 
could  scarcely  have  been  anticipated,  even  by  those  who  best  understood  the 
English  character.  Captain  Mann,  an  officer  of  the  Coast  G-uard,  who  had  seen 
the  whole  course  of  this  great  affliction,  and  who,  when  the  worst  was  over,  said, 
'*  I  frequently  look  back  upon  it  as  a  fearful  and  horrid  dream,"  was  of  opinion 
that  **  such  sufferings,  and  such  help,  cannot  be  easily  forgotten."  The 
Gk>vemment  in  1846  and  1847  advanced  more  than  seven  millions  of  mon^. 
The  British  Association  for  the  Belief  of  the  Distress  in  Ireland  and  Soot- 
land  applied  to  Ireland  half  a  million  sterling  of  the  subscriptions  nuaed. 
The  Society  of  Friends  collected  in  addition  168,0001. ;  and  many  persona  in 
England  contributed  largely,  independently  of  any  association.  Sir  Bobeit 
Feel,  in  his  Cabinet  Memorandum  of  November  1, 1845,  thought  there  would 
be  no  hope  of  contributions  here  for  Irish  relief.  He  apprehended  that  the 
charitable  would  have  Monster  meetings  and  Bepeal  rent  too  present  to  their 
minds  to  make  any  great  exertions.*  All  such  feelings  quickly  passed  away. 
England  did  her  duty.  **  In  the  hour  of  her  utmost  need,  Ireland  became 
sensible  of  an  union  of  feeling  and  interest  with  the  rest  of  the  empiie» 
which  would  have  moved  hearts  less  susceptible  of  every  generous  and  grateful 
emotion  than  those  of  her  sons  and  daughters."  f  It  was  during  theeventfiil 
years  from  1846  to  1850  that  the  vast  amount  of  Emigration  took  place  whidi 
has  been  called  the  Irish  Exodus.  Before  the  gold  discoveries  in  Australia, 
the  emigrants  from  England  and  Scotland  were  comparatively  few.  ^'  It  is  to 
Ireland  that  we  must  chieflj  ascribe  the  departure  during  those  five  years,  of 
a  million  and  a  quarter  of  emigrants  from  the  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
three-fourths  of  whom  went  to  the  United  States."  | 

Sir  James  Graham  wrote  to  sir  Bobert  Feel  at  the  commencement  of  the 
alarm  with  respect  to  the  potato  crop,  '^A  great  national  risk  is  always 
incurred  when  a  population  so  dense  as  that  of  Ireland  subsiata  on  the 
potato ;  for  it  is  the  cheapest  and  the  lowest  food,  and  if  it  fidl  no  aubstitate 
can  be  found  for  starving  multitudes."  §  Why  was  the  population  of  Ire- 
land driven  to  subsist  on  the  cheapest  and  the  lowest  food  ?  Why  was  the 
agriculture  of  the  South  and  West  in  a  neglected  state,  little  wheat  being 
grown,  with  oats  inferior  for  milling  purposes,  and  green  crops  almost 
unknown  p  Why  was  the  sole  foundation  for  a  sufficiency  of  food  the  rent* 
ing  of  a  bit  of  land  on  which  a  family  could  be  located  in  a  miserable  cabin  ; 
the  population  rapidly  increasing,  inasmuch  as  land  used  for  raising  potatoes 
will  support  three  times  the  number  as  the  same  land  laid  down  to  com  will 
support  P  These  small  tenures  paid  the  landlord  a  higher  rent  than  eould 
have  been  obtained  by  letting  to  cultivators  on  a  large  scale.  The  rent  of 
the  cottier  tenantry  was  always  forthcoming,  either  in  money  or  in  kind. 
This  certain  payment,  however  delayed,  was  the  absolute  condition  of  their 
precarious  existence  upon  the  cheapest  and  the  lowest  food.  Too  often,  even  in 

•  ««  Memoin  hf  Sir  Bobert  Peel,'*  p.  148. 

t  Sir  Charles  Trerelyen— **  Edinbargb  KeTiev,"  toI.  IxxxyiL  p.  816. 

i  See  the  Twenty-eeemid  Report  of  the  Bmigration  Commiflnonen,  1862.     TMt,  p«  65. 
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the  best  times,  they  were  standing  on  the  margin  of  absolute  want,  especially 
when  they  were  waiting  for  the  ingathering  of  their  crop.  It  was  as  truly 
as  boldly  said,  by  a  great  political  economist,  soon  after  the  Irish  crisis — 
'^  With  individual  exceptions  (some  of  them  very  honourable  ones),  the 
owners  of  Irish  estates  do  nothing  for  the  land  but  drain  it  of  its  produce." 
He  had  previously  said — "  In  no  sound  theory  of  private  property  was  it 
ever  contemplated  that  the  proprietor  of  land  should  be  merely  a  sitiecurist 
quartered  on  it."  •  Mr.  O'Connell,  in  the  speech  we  have  quoted,  replied 
to  some  such  inference  : — "  It  is  asserted  that  the  Irish  landlords  do  not  do 
their  duty.  Several  of  them  have  done  their  duty ;  others  have  not.  .  •  . 
But  recollect  how  incumbered  is  the  property  of  Ireland,  how  many  of  her 
estates  are  in  Chancery,  how  many  in  the  hands  of  trustees."  The  legisla- 
lature  did  recollect  this ;  and  in  1849  passed  the  Act  by  which  a  Commission 
for  the  sale  of  Incumbered  Estates  was  established.  From  the  beneficial 
operations  of  this  Commission,  and  through  a  better  spirit  infused  into  the 
proprietors  of  unincumbered  estates,  much  of  the  land  has  come  into  the 
hands  of  skilful  cultivators ;  and  that  race  of  cottier  tenantry,  of  whose 
£unily  one  or  more  of  its  members  was  supported  by  beggary,  has  in  great 
part  vanished.  Beligiously  and  vrisely  did  the  Society  of  Friends  in  Ireknd 
regard  the  mysterious  dispensation  with  which  their  country  had  been 
visited  in  the  blight  of  the  potato,  *^as  a  means  permitted  by  an  All- 
wise  Providence  to  exhibit  more  strikingly  the  unsound  state  of  its  social 
condition." 

The  question  of  a  probable  scarcity  of  food,  not  only  in  Ireland  and  in 
the  Highlands  and  Isles  of  Scotland  but  in  the  kingdom  generally,  was  very 
early  in  the  session  brought  before  parliament;  upon  a  propot*al  of  the 
government  for  the  total  suspension  of  all  import  duties  upon  corn,  and  of 
the  Navigation  Laws  through  which  importation  was  restricted.  -  There 
waa  very  little  opposition  to  this  measure.  The  Protectionists  were  paralyzed 
by  the  fearful  presence  of  the  Irish  famine,  which  forbad  the  consideration 
of  class  interests  whilst  three  millions  of  people  were  crying  out  for  food. 
Sir  £obert  Peel  has  justly  said,  that  if  subsequent  events  could  fairly  be 
taken  into  account,  the  various  measures  taken  by  parliament  to  mitigate 
the  sufferings  of  1846  and  1847,  and  '*  the  hurried  suspension  of  the  Navi- 
gation Laws  and  of  the  remaining  duties  on  articles  of  subsistence,  would 
exercise  no  mi  favourable  influence  on  the  opinion  which  might  be  formed  on 
the  precautionary  measures  of  1846."  Unanimously  as  these  measures  were 
passed,  tts  an  absolute  and  uncontrollable  necessity,  there  was  scarcely  a 
debate  during  the  session  in  which  the  Bepeal  of  the  Corn-Laws,  and  the 
abolition  or  reduction  of  Proteetive  Duties,  were  not  denounced  as  causes  of 
present  injury  and  of  future  mischief.  When  the  Budget  was  brought  for- 
ward, lord  George  Bentinck  denied  that  free-trade  had  caused  any  increased 
consumption,  as  affirmed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  except  in- 
slave»grown  sugar  and  in  foreign  silks ;  and  he  read  an  address  from  the 
Spitaltield?  weavers  to  himself,  which  thus  concluded :—"  We  entertain 
the  idea  that  had  your  lordship  possessed  the  reins  of  government,  the 
people  of  Ireland   would    not   have  perished  to  the    extent    they  have, 

*  John  Btoait  UiU— >"  Frittdplee  of  Political  Eoonomy,*'  book  ii.  chap.  ii.  soeM*  j 
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because  we  conceive  that  your  lordahip  would  not  have  regarded  the 
fashionable  principles  of  political  economy,  whereby  the  people  might  have 
been  saved.*'  His  lordship  with  great  complacency  affirmed  that  he  agreed 
with  them. 

It  was  during  this  session  that  the  Ten  Hours*  Factory  Bill  was  carried 
upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fielden ;  the  members  of  the  government  being 
divided  in  opinion,  not  only  upon  the  general  question  of  this  interference 
with  labour,  but  as  to  the  probable  benefit,  ur  rather  injury,  of  limiting 
factory  labour  to  ten  hours  or  to  eleven  hours.  Sir  Eobcrt  Peel  was  strongly 
opposed  to  restrictions  of  labour  which  might  lessen  the  power  of  the  opera- 
tives to  command  the  material  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life.  It  had  been 
said  that  a  diminution  of  the  hours  of  labour  would  tend  to  the  moral  and 
intellectual  improvement  of  the  great  labouriug  class.  "I  firmly  believe/' 
said  sir  Eobert  Peel,  "that  the  source- of  the  future  peace,  happiness,  and 
prosperity  of  this  country,  lies  in  the  improvement,  religious  as  well  as 
moral,  of  the  different  classes  of  society ;  but  it  is  in  thus  advocating  the 
elevation  of  the  people  that  I  oppose  these  restrictions.  I  do  not  deny  the 
advantage  of  leisure ;  but  of  this  I  am  perfectly  convinced,  that  the  real 
way  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  labourer,  and  to  elevate  the  character 
of  the  working  classes  of  this  country,  is  to  give  them  a  command  over  the 
necessaries  of  life."  When  the  Bill  went  to  the  House  of  Lords,  lord 
Brougham  laughed  at  the  idea  of  passing  the  Bill  for  the  sake  of  mental 
improvement.  After  ten  hours'  work  a  man  was  too  tired  for  the  task  of 
self-cultivation.  He  had  been  trying  to  educate  the  peasantry  for  these 
twenty«five  years,  and  his  constant  competitor  and  antagonist,  by  which  he 
had  always  been  defeated,  w^as — Sleep. 

On  the  28rd  of  July  Parliament  was  prorogued  by  the  Queen.  Her 
Majesty,  after  announcing  her  intention  immediately  to  dissolve  the  present 
parliament,  said — "  I  rely  with  confidence  on  the  loyalty  to  the  throue,  and 
attachment  to  the  free  institutions  of  this  country,  which  animate  the  great 
body  of  my  people.  I  join  with  them  in  supplications  to  Almighty  God  that 
the  dearth  by  which  we  have  been  afflicted  may,  by  the  Divine  blessing,  be 
converted  into  cheapness  and  plenty." 

The  prayer  was  heard.  On  the  I7th  of  October  thanksgivings  were  offered 
up  in  all  the  churches  of  England  for  the  abundant  har>'est.  But  in  a 
country  of  such  large  and  complicated  commercial  relations  as  Great  Britain, 
the  transition  from  dearth  to  plenty  cannot  produce  that  universal  gladness 
which  is  felt  in  simpler  communities,  when  the  gamers  are,  newly  filled,  and 
the  privations  of  the  summer  and  the  dread  of  the  winter  are  removed  in  a 
bounteous  autumn.  In  September  and  October  there  had  been  such  a  pres- 
sure upon  the  merchants  and  traders  as  had  not  been  experienced  since  the 
great  panic  of  1825.  Mercantile  houses  in  London  of  the  highest  eminence 
anspended  their  payments.  Corresponding  disasters  occurred  at  Manchester, 
Liverpool,  and  Glasgow.  All  the  usual  accommodation  in  the  Money  Market 
was  at  an  end.  In  October  the  alarm  swelled  into  a  general  panic ;  the  crash 
of  eminent  houses  went  on  in  London ;  in  the  country,  not  only  mercantile 
firms  but  banks  were  failing ;  the  funds  fell  rapidly ;  exchequer  bills  were  at 
a  high  rate  of  discount.  On  the  19th  of  October  a  deputation  from  the 
bankerSi  merchants,  and  shipowners  of  Liverpool  addressed  the  First  Lord 
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of  the  Treasury  on  the  necessity  for  some  remedial  measures.  On  the  23rd 
a  deputation  of  London  bankers  urged  upon  the  Government  to  grant  relief 
bj  a  suspension  of  the  Bank  Charter  Act  of  1844.  On  the  25th  of  October 
a  letter  was  addressed,  signed  by  lord  John  Eussell  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  to  the  Governor  and  Deputy-Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
in  which  it  was  announced  that  **  her  Majesty's  Government  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  a  time  has  arrived  when  they  ought  to  attempt,  by  some 
extraordinary  and  temporary  measure,  to  restore  confidence  to  the  mercantile 
and  manufacturing  community."  They  recommended,  therefore,  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Bank  of  England  to  enlarge  the  amount  of  their  discounts  aud 
advances  upon  approved  security,  charging  a  high  rate  of  interest.  The 
letter  added,  *'  if  this  course  should  lead  to  any  infringement  of  the  existing 
law,  her  Majesty's  Government  will  be  prepared  to  propose  to  Parliament  on 
its  meeting  a  Bill  of  Indemnity."  The  recommendation  was  immediately 
acceded  to  by  the  Bank  of  Enghuid.  There  was  a  partial  restoration  of  con* 
fidence ;  but  the  ruin  had  been  too  widely  spread  not  to  make  its  effects  long 
felt  by  the  mercantile  and  manufacturing  classes,  and  thus,  by  abridging  the 
<uipital  engaged  in  the  employment  of  labour,  extending  the  suffering  to  the 
class  least  able  to  endure  it. 

The  New  Parliament  was  opened  on  the  18th  of  November.  Mr.  Charles 
'Shaw  Lefevre  was  re-elected  Speaker.  On  the  23rd  the  royal  speech  was 
delivered  by  Commission.  It  announced  that  although  the  course  recom- 
mended by  Ministers  to  the  Bank  of  England  might  have  led  to  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  law,  the  law  had  not  been  infringed.  It  went  on  to  say  that  the 
alarm  had  subsided ;  that  the  pressure  on  the  banking  and  commercial 
interests  had  been  mitigated  ;  and  that  the  abundant  harvest  with  which  the 
<!0untry  had  been  blessed  had  alleviated  the  evils  which  always  accompany 
a  want  of  employment  in  the  manufacturiog  districts.  On  the  30kh  of 
November  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  a  speech  in  which  he  defended 
the  government  interference  with  the  Bank  ^ct  of  1844,  ascribed  the  recent 
pressure  to  the  continued  drain  of  available  capital  for  the  purchase  of  foreign 
com  and  for  the  construction  of  railways.  He  moved  the  appointment  of  a 
Select  Committee  "  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  recent  commercial  dis- 
tress, and  how  far  it  has  been  affected  by  the  laws  for  regulating  the  issue  of 
Bank-notes  payable  on  demand."  After  three  nights  of  debate  the  motion 
was  agreed  to.  It  is  unnecessary  to  follow  the  course  of  that  debate.  A 
law  was  passed  for  the  Prevention  of  Crime  and  Outrage  in  Ireland ;  and  a 
Bill  to  remove  the  Civil  Disabilities  of  the  Jews  was  read  a  first  time,  the 
second  reading  being  deferred  to  the  7th  of  Eebruary.  The  measure  proposed 
by  lord  John  Bussell  was  occasioned  by  the  return  at  the  general  election  of 
the  baron  Bothschild  as  one  of  the  members  for  the  City  of  London.  It  was 
first  presented  in  the  shape  of  a  Eesolution,  afl^rming  the  eligibility  of  Jews 
to  all  Unctions  and  offices  to  which  Eoman  Catholics  were  admissible  by  law. 
The  Prime  Minister,  who  was  the  colleague  of  baron  Bothschild,  vindicated 
his  measure  in  a  speech  of  great  eloquence  and  historical  research.  He  was 
opposed  by  sir  Eobert  Inglis  and  lord  Ashley ;  he  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Gladstone  and  Mr.  Disraeli. 

On  the  20th  of  December  it  was  moved  and  carried  in  both  Houses  that 
Parliament  should  be  adjourned  to  the  3rd  of  Eebruary.  ^-^  , 
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When  Parliament  met  after  the  Becess,  there  waa  existing  in  the  country 
an  unusual  excitement  on  the  subject  of  our  national  defences.  Manj  may 
remember  how  the  enjoyment  of  the  great  domestic  festival  of  Christmas  was 
somewhat  marred  that  season,  by  a  letter  of  the  earl  of  Ellesmere  which 
appeared  in  the  "  Times  "  of  the  25th  of  December,  1847.  Prom  the  10th  of 
October,  1846,  when  the  King  of  the  French  and  M.  Guisot,  his  minister,  by 
a  stroke  of  policy  intended  to  circumvent  the  supposed  designs  of  the  British 
government,  secretly  prepared  and  hastily  accomplished  the  double  marriage 
of  the  Queen  of  Spain  with  the  Infante  of  Spain,  the  duke  of  Cadiz,  and 
of  the  Infanta  with  the  duke  de  Montpensier,  the  son  of  Louis  Philippe,  it 
was  evident  that  between  the  two  Courts  of  France  and  England  there  w^ould 
no  longer  be  friendship.  There  had  been  too  much  bad  faith  on  the  part  of 
the  King  to  permit  the  old  relations  to  continue,  which  had  existed  during 
the  days  of  the  entente  cordiale  at  Windsor  Castle  and  at  the  Chateau  d'£u. 
M.  Ouizot  exaggerated  the  importance  to  France  of  the  Spanish  alliance.  Ue 
has  said,  that  he  had  openly  laid  down  the  principle  that  the  throne  of  Spain 
should  not  pass  from  the  House  of  Bourbun,  and  that  he  secured  its  triumph 
when  it  was  on  the  point  of  defeat.*  The  British  government  perhaps  took  aa 
equaUy  exaggerated  view  of  a  new  Family  Compact,  in  being,  as  M.  Guizot 
infers,  more  influenced  by  memory  and  imagination  than  enlightened  by 
observation;  the  Past  casting  its  mighty  shadows  over  their  minds,  and 
leading  them  to  waste  their  strength  in  the  pursuit  or  avoidance  of  phantoms.t 
Whether  the  apprehension  of  the  mischief  that  was  especially  provided 
against  by  the  Allied  Powers  in  1814  were  well-founded  or  unreasonable,  the 
correspondence  between  the  two  governments  became  altered  in  its  character; 
and  the  English  people,  with  a  natural  hatred  of  trickery,  and  with  peculiar 
feelings  of  disgust  at  some  circumstances  connected  with  the  marriage  of 
Queen  Isabella  to  the  Infante,  from  that  time  forth  ceased  to  regard  Louis 
Philippe  with  the  sentiments  of  respect  and  confidence  which  once  prevailed. 
When  lord  John  Bussell,  therefore,  in  making  his  financial  statement  for  the 
year  exhibited  a  probable  excess  of  expenditure  beyond  revenue,  occasioned 
by  the  Irish  famine  and  by  the  commercial  panic,  he  said  it  was  obvious  that 
the  deficiency  must  be  met  by  taxation,  or  by  great  reductions  in  the  army  and 
navy.  He  adverted  to  a  Letter  of  the  duke  of  Wellington  on  our  National 
Defences,  which  had  been  described  by  a  foreign  writer,^  animated  by  the  most 
friendly  feelings  towards  England,  as  a  pamphleteering  reply  to  the  Prince  xie 
Joinville.  Nothing,  he  continued, could  be  more  foreign  to  the  intentions  of  the 
duke  of  Wellington,  or  could  have  given  him  greater  pain,  than  the  pubiica- 
tion  of  sentiments  which  he  had  confidentially  expressed  to  a  brother  officer. 
The  duke  had  communicated  to  the  government  what  he  considered  to  be  a 
deficiency  in  our  defences ;  but  it  was  far  from  his  wish  to  make  any  public 
appeal,  or  to  exasperate  relations  between  England  and  other  countries.  It 
was  clear  from  the  statements  of  lord  John  BusseU  that  France  was  the 
country  from  which  danger  was  apprehended.  "  Under  a  king,"  he  said, 
"  who  was  a  sincere  loYcr  of  peace,  since  1833  the  actire  preparations  and 

•  GoiTOt,  **  Memoirs  of  Su:  R.  Peel,"  p.  836. 
t  Ibid.,  p.  880. 
t  M.  CheTailier. 
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increase  of  the  naval  force  of  France  had  been  very  extensive.'*  The  propo- 
sition of  the  government  was  to  iDcrease  the  Military,  Naval,  and  Ordnance 
estimates  by  858,000^. ;  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  Militia  by  a  grant  of 
150,0002. ;  and  to  meet  the  probable  deficiency  of  reyenue  by  iocreasiog  the 
Income  Tax  to  5  per  cent.  The  proposed  armament  was  moderate,  compared 
with  the  public  alarm  on  the  subject  of  invasion ;  but  it  was  evident  that  a 
reduction  of  expenditure  would  be  streuuously  demanded  by  the  union  of 
two  veiy  opposite  parties — the  Frei-traders  aod  the  country  gentlemen.  The 
House  of  Commons  was  debating  these  subjects,  when  the  question  whether 
we  could  look  to  the  professed  friendship  of  Louis  Philippe  as  our  security  for 
peace,  or  prepare  for  a  rupture  arising  out  of  his  bitter  remembrance  of  our 
dissatisfaction  with  his  schemes  for  the  aggrandizement  of  his  house,  sud- 
denly received  a  solution  most  unexpected — pregnant  with  far  higher  coukc- 
qnences  than  the  success  or  the  failure  of  an  obsolete  policy,  totally  out  of 
character  with  the  altered  condition  of  society  in  which  a  king  could  no 
longer  say — '*  I  am  the  State." 

Mr.  Cobden,  in  his  **  Historical  Episode,*' — ^which,  however  decided  may 
be  the  bias  of  his  opinions,  exhibits  many  of  the  qualifications  of  the  hinto- 
rian, — has  preserved  the  recollection  of  a  scene  of  singular  interest.  "  On  the 
evening  of  the  24th  of  Februaiy,  1848,  whilst  the  House  of  Commons  was  in 
session,  a  murmur  of  conversation  suddenly  arose  at  the  door,  and  spread 
throughout  the  House,  when  was  witnessed — what  never  occurred  before  or 
sinee,  in  the  writer's  experience — a  suspension  for  a  few  minutes  of  all  atten- 
tion to  the  business  of  the  House,  whilst  every  member  waa  engaged  in  close 
and  earnest  conversation  with  his  neighbour.  The  intelligence  had  arrived  of 
the  abdication  and  flight  of  Louis  Philippe,  and  of  the  proclamation  of  the 
Bepublic."  Mr.  Cobden  relates  a  curious  anecdote  of  the  impression  which 
this  startling  intelligence  produced  upon  sir  Bobert  Peel.  Mr.  Cobden  and 
Mr.  Hume  were  sitting  together  when  the  news  reached  their  bench.  Mr. 
Hume  stepped  across  the  floor  to  tell  it  to  the  ex-minister ;  and  on  returning 
to  his  place,  repeated  the  following  remarkable  words  as  sir  Eobert'a 
commentary :  '*  This  comes  of  trying  to  carry  on  a  government  by  means 
of  a  mere  majority  of  a  Chamber,  without  regard  to  the  opinion  out  of 
doors."  • 

Before  we  proceed  to  narrate,  with  necessary  brevity,  the  portentous 
event  which  shook  Europe  to  its  centre,  "  with  fear  of  change  perplexing 
monarehs,"  we  feel  it  due  to  M.  Guizot,  who  has  been  accused  of  precipita- 
ting the  fall  of  his  sovereign  by  his  conduct  in  the  Spanish  marriages,  to 
exhibit  his  opinion  upon  this  debateable  matter  :  **  It  has  sometimes  been 
said  that  the  Spanish  marriages,  and  the  ill-humour  which  the  English  govern- 
ment had  felt  on  their  account,  were  not  without  their  influence  in  this 
catastrophe.  This  is  a  frivolous  mistake  with  regard  to  its  nature  and  causes ; 
they  were  altogether  internal.  It  was  a  social  and  moral  crisis — an  earth- 
quake, French  at  first,  and  afterwards  European,  but  with  which  the  external 
relations  of  States  and  their  G-ovemments  had  nothing  to  do."  t 
*"  The  .real  causes  of  the  "  social  and  moral  crisis,"  by  which  the  govem- 


•  "  The  Three  Panics,"  p.  12. 
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ment  of  France  was  overthrown,  were  too  deeply  imbedded  in  the  feelings 
and  opinions  of  that  large  portion  of  the  French  people  who  were  shut  out 
from  an  active  participation  in  public  affairs,  to  be  at  first  seen  and  under- 
stood bj  political  observers  in  England.    The  proximate  causes  were  on  the 
surface.    A  very  short  time  sufficed  to  reveal,  what  might  have  been  conjectured 
from  the  tendency  of  much  of  the  current  literature  of  the  time,  that  the  em- 
ployers of  labour  and  the  receivers  of  wages  had  no  bond  of  union  or  sympathy ; 
were  suspicious  of  each  other ;  were  regarding  each  other  as  natural  enemies, — 
the  one  accustomed  to  view  their  almost  exclusive  possession  of  political  power 
as  their  exclusive  and  inalienable  right;   the  other,  debarred  from    civil 
privileges,  hating  the  government  much,  but  hating  the  middle  class  more, 
upon  whose  affections  the  government  was  founded.    The  Opposition  in  the 
Chambers  were  ready  to  excite  this  uneasiness  in  the  masses.     They  wielded 
the  double  weapons  of  the  Tribune  and  the  Press ;  dangerous  as  orators  th^ 
were  more  dangerous  as  journalists.     Seeking  for  the  attainment  of  power 
whilst  they  strove  to  accomplish  an  electoral  reform,  they  did  not  hesitate  to 
ally  themselves  with  men  of  more  extreme    opinions,  whose  democratic 
principles  were  directed  rather  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  doctrine  of 
"  Equality  "  under  a  new  form,  than  to  the  assertion  of  "Liberty,"  as  understood 
by  the  founders  of  the  Bevolution  which  had  overthrown  the  ancient  monarchy; 
which  was  the  cry  of  the  indignant  citizens  who  destroyed  the  monarchy  of 
the  Bestoration,  to  place  upon  the  throne  one  who  was  proud  to  call  him&elf 
a  Citizen  King.     The  constitutional  opposers  of  the  government  of  Louis 
Philippe  in  1848  were  ready  enough  to  propitiate  the  assertors  of  Equality, 
without  perceiving  that  it  had  taken  a  practical  shape  in  which  was  involved 
the  modification  or  destruction  of  all  the  conditions  of  society  which  rested 
on  the  basis  of  individual  property  exchanging  Capital  for  Labour,  and  which, 
carrying  out  the  principle  of  Competition,  regarded  the  Consumer  more  than 
the  Producer.     A  profound  thinker  has  said,  "  the  passion  for  Equality  has 
never  ceased  to  occupy  that  deep-seated  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  French 
people  which  it  was  the  first  to  seize :  it  clings  to  the  feelings  they  chenah 
most  fondly."  *    In  1848  the  principle  of  Co-operation  was  regarded  by  the 
workmen  of  France  less  as  a  means  of  benefiting  their  condition,  than  as 
placing  all  men  upon  a  level.    Vain  attempt  to  war  against  *Nature,  who,  in 
making  men  unequal  in  bodily  and  mental  vigour,  has  decreed  that  the  most 
skilful,  the  wisest,  and  the  strongest  shall  be  foremost  in  the  race. 

It  is  not  compatible  with  the  limits  of  our  work  to  enter  into  any  minute 
detail  of  the  Bevolution  of  February.  The  legislative  session  had  opened  on 
the  28th  of  December,  1847.  The  king's  Speech  contained  an  allusion  to 
the  agitation  for  "electoral  and  parliamentary  reform," — which  words  had 
become  a  toast  at  several  provincial  banquets.  Petitions  for  reform  had  been 
presented  to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies.  On  the  opening  of  the  session  there 
had  been  discussions  in  the  Chamber  on  the  legality  of  peaceful  and  unarmed 
political  meetings.  On  the  22nd  of  February  there  was  to  have  been  a 
reform  banquet  in  the  twelfth  arrondisgement  of  Paris — a  quarter  where  the 
materials  for  disorder  were  abundaot.  The  Minister  of  the  Interior  forbad 
the  meeting,  as  the  committee  for  the  banquet  had  proposed  a  procession  of 

^   *  De  Tocqueyille,  "  France  before  the  Bevolution  of  1789,"  Mr.  Beere^s  ttanBUtbn,  p.  883. 
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National  Guards  in  uniform,  and  o£  students.  The  uniform  of  the  National 
Guards  had  almost  disappeared  from  public  view.  They  were  no  longer 
favoured  and  flattered  by  the  goyernment.  The  principal  leaders  of  the  par- 
liamentary Opposition  now  announced  that  the  banquet  was  adjourned,  in 
consequence  of  the  declaration  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior.  This  postpone- 
ment was  loudly  murmured  at  by  the  democratic  journalists.  On  the  morning 
of  the  22nd  the  streets  were  crowded  at  an  early  hour.  About  noon  a  crowd 
surrounded  the  Chamber  of  Deputies ;  and  a  cry  was  raised  of  "  Down  with 
Guizot  ;**  but  in  the  evening  the  city  was  quiet.  Not  so  during  the  night. 
The  government  was  collecting  troops,  and  the  people  were  raising  barri- 
cades. The  rappel  was  again  heard  calling  out  the  National  Guard  at  seven 
in  the  morning  of  the  23rd.  Some  firing  soon  took  place  between  the 
populace  and  the  Municipal  Guards.  But  the  National  Guards  had  come  to 
an  agreement  amongst  themselves  to  act  the  part  of  conciliators  rather  than 
that  of  the  opposers  of  the  people;  and  their  presence  in  consequence  prevented 
any  attempt  of  the  regular  troops  to  disperse  the  multitudes  assembled  in 
yarioua  quarters.  Soon  the  cry  of  Vive  la  Beforme  was  heard  amongst  groups 
of  the  citizen  soldiers.  The  royal  occupants  of  the  Tuileries  began  to  be 
seriously  alarmed.  A  council  was  hastily  summoned^  when  M.  Guizot,  finding 
that  the  Cabinet  could  not  rely  upon  the  firmness  of  the  king,  expressed  hia 
determination  to  retire.  He  himself  announced  his  resignation  to  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies.  There  was  joy  that  night  in  Paris,  for  it  was  thought 
that  the  cause  of  Beform  had  gained  a  victory.  Houses  were  illuminated 
as  if  the  crisis  were  passed.  But  a  band  of  republicans  bearing  a  red  flag  had 
come  forth,  and  gathering  together  before  the  Hotel  of  Poreign  Affairs 
occupied  by  M.  Guizot,  where  a  battalion  of  infantry  was  stationed,  a  shot 
flred  from  the  mob  was  answered  by  a  volley  from  the  soldiery,  and  fifty  fell, 
killed  or  wounded.  A  procession  was  immediately  formed.  The  bodies  of 
the  dead  were  carried  by  torchlight  through  the  streets,  amidst  the  frantic 
cries  of  excited  crowds  demanding  vengeance.  The  opportunity  of  restoring 
tranquillity- by  the  exercise  of  force  had  passed  away.  During  the  night 
the  king  had  reluctantly  decided  for  concession.  He  had  sent  for  M.  Thiers 
and  offered  him  the  formation  of  a  ministry.  As  the  condition  of  his 
acceptance  M.  Thiers  stipulated  that  M.  OdiUon  Barrot  should  be  a  member 
of  the  Cabinet.  This  was  entirely  to  yield  upon  the  question  of  Beform, 
and  wholly  to  change  the  policy  of  the  government.  But  there  was  no 
alternative  for  the  perplexed  king.  The  change  of  administration  was 
announced  by  placards  in  the  morning.  The  command  of  the  troops  had 
been  given  to  Marshal  Bugeaud  during  the]  night ;  and  it  is  probable  that  he 
would  have  adopted  no  half  measui'es  to  support  the  Crown.  His  command 
was  superseded  by  the  new  ministers,  who  judged  that  the  danger  of  insur- 
rection was  passed.  They  were  deceived.  About  noon  the  populace 
attacked  the  Palais  Royal,  and  sacked  the  apartments.  The  Tuileries  was 
next  to  be  assailed.  The  king  left  the  palace  with  his  queen.  The  mob 
broke  in.  The*  throne  was  carried  along  the  Boulevards,  and  was  burnt  at 
the  foot  of  the  column  of  July. 

The  Chamber  of  Deputies  met  at  half-past  twelve,  when  M.  Dupin 
announced  the  abdication  .of  Louis  Philippe.  M.  Dupin  also  announced 
that  the  king  had  abdicated  in  favour  of  his  grandson,  the  comte  de  Paris, 
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appointiD^  the  duchess  of  Orleans  regent.  The  duchess,  leading  her  two 
sons  hy  the  hand,  entered  the  Chamher,  accompanied  bj  the  duke  de  Nemoun. 
Bhe  said,  '*  I  have  come  here  with  all  I  have  dear  in  the  world."  Some 
repugnance  was  manifested  at  the  presence  of  the  rojal  strangers,  but  the 
ducHess  appearing  unwilling  to  retire,  a  stormy  discussion  began.  By  a  law 
of  1842  it  was  declared  that  during  the  minority  of  the  comte  de  Paris,  in  the 
event  of  the  demise  of  the  king,  the  duke  de  Nemours  should  be  regent.  The 
debate  turned  upon  this  difficulty.  It  was  soon  interrupted  by  the  rush  of  a 
crowd  that  filled  all  the  passages  of  the  Chambers  and  swarmed  into  the  Hall. 
The  mother  and  her  children  were  surrounded  by  armed  men ;  but  still  she 
resolved  to  remain.  She  heard  the  demand  for  a  Provisional  Government ; 
she  heard  the  assertion  that  a  Begency  could  not  be  created.  Amidst  clamours 
and  threats  she  was  forced  by  her  attendants  out  of  the  Hall.  The  Deputies 
were  scarcely  free  agents,  as,  with  the  applauses  or  the  hisses  of  the  fierce 
Bepublicans  who  were  now  in  command  of  the  situation,  the  members  of  a 
Provisional  Government  were  nominated.  Seven  Deputies  were  finally 
appointed  to  this  responsibility.  In  the  meantime  another  Provisional  G<>- 
yernment  had  been  formed  at  the  Hotel  de  Yille.  The  members  chosen  by 
the  Chamber  were  Lamartine,  Marie,  Ledru-Bollin,  Cremieux,  Dupont  de 
TEure,  Arago,and  Gamier  Pages.  The  Provisional  Government  of  the  Hotel 
de  Yille  consisted  of  Marrai>t,  Flocon,  Louis  Blanc,  and  AllK^rt.  The  Seven 
proceeded  to  the  Hotel  de  Yille,  and  there,  after  violent  altercation,  came  to 
a  compromise  with  the  Eour.  Liberty  and  Equality  shook  hands.  There  was 
to  be  a  Bepublic ;  but  a  Republic  in  which  the  principles  of  Socialism  should 
be  the  paramount  element.  At  the  top  of  the  stairs  of  the  Hotel  de  Yille, 
Lamartine  proclaimed  the  Bepublic  to  the  populace  below.  The  Provisional 
Government  of  Eleven  declared  that  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  was  dissolved ; 
that  a  National  Assembly  should  be  convoked,  the  members  of  the  "  ex- 
Chamber  of  Peers'*  being  forbidden  to  assemble.  On  the  25th  "a  Prodamar 
tion,'*  signed  by  Garnier  Pag^  and  Louis  Blanc,  declared  that  the  Provi- 
sional Government  undertook  to  secure  the  existence  of  the  workman  by 
labour;  to  guarantee  labour  to  all  citizens.  On  the  26th  the  members  pre- 
sented themselves  to  the  people  assembled  before  the  Hotel  de  Yille ;  and 
there  Lamartine  proclaimed  the  abolition  of  Eoyalty  and  the  establishment  of 
the  Kepublic,  with  the  exercise  of  their  political  rights  by  the  people.  The 
prospect  of  universal  suffirage  was  made  still  more  agreeable  by  the  announce- 
ment of  the  opening  of  National  Workshops  for  the  unemployed  workmen. 

Cbartifm  had  slumbered  in  England  since  the  monster  petition  of  1839.* 
The  principles  of  Socialism,  which  had  been  diligently  propagated  in  France 
dunng  the  ten  years  which  preceded  the  Bevolution  of  1848,  gradually 
made  their  way  to  a  small  extent  in  this  country.  Enthusiasts  multiplied, 
who  believed  that  the  evils  of  Competition  were  to  be  swept  away  by  one 
broad  recog:nition  of  the  blessings  of  Co-operation.  Whilst  Eobert  Owen, 
the  most  benevolent  of  fanatics,  still  continued  to  predict  that  graas  would 
soon  grow  in  the  streets  of  London  at  the  time  when  happy  communities  should 
produce  every  necessary  and  every  luxury  of  life  for  themselves  in  capacious 
parallelograms^  there  were  less  harmless  regenerators^of  society  who  asserted 

•  AnU,  p.  417. 
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that  univenal  felicity  could  not  exist  without  the  complete  establishment  of 
democratic  principles  which  should  know  no  distinctions  of  rank  and  wealth. 
"  Liberty  and  Property,"  wrote  Voltaire,  "  is  the  cry  of  England.  It  is  of 
far  higher  worth  than  St.  Qeorge  and  my  right — than  Saint  Denis  and  Mount 
Joy.  It  is  the  cry  of  Nature."  The  social  regenerators  of  England  in  1^48, 
when  they  had  taken  the  government  of  the  country  into  their  own  hands, 
*^  would  divide  the  land  into  small  farms,  and  give  every  man  an  opportunity 
of  getting  his  living  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow."  Such  was  one  of  the  doctrines 
propounded  at  "  the  Convention"  held  in  the  week  which  preceded  the  great 
demonstration  of  the  10th  of  April.  The  organ  of  Chartism  was  the 
''  Northern  Star,"  of  Mr.  Peargus  O'Connor,  one  of  the  members  for  Netting* 
ham ;  a  brawling  ignorant  demagogue,  who,  not  without  an  eye  to  his  own 
profit,  had  contrived  to  induce  many  hard-working  people  to  subscribe  their 
money  to  his  schemes  for  establishing  "  The  National  Land  Company."  This 
flSHOciation  was,  in  truth,  founded  upon  those  rights  of  property  which  his  dis- 
ciples, with  some  inconsistency,  were  inclined  to  abolish  for  all  landowners 
except  themselves.  In  the  meantime,  whilst  the  higher  mysteries  of  Chartism 
only  now  and  then  peeped  out,  the  great  business  of  the  Chartists  was  to  get 
up  a  Petition  to  Parliament  for  their  ^ye  points,  which  being  completed,  and 
alleged  to  have  received  5,706,000  signatures,  was  to  be  presented  to  the 
Bouse  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Feargus  O'Connor  on  the  10th  of  April. 

The  preparations  for  this  day  would  have  been  calculated  to  alarm  any 
other  than  an  energetic  government.  A  great  convulsion  might  have  shaken 
all  our  institutions  into  temporary  disorder,  had  not  the  avowed  designs 
of  the  physical-force  Chartists  been  promptly  met  by  such  an  organi- 
zation as  would  have  crushed  mob-violence  into  annihilation  at  the  moment 
of  its  display.  The  ministry  took  the  advice  of  the  duke  of  Wellington. 
He  so  judiciously  arranged  a  plan  for  the  presence  of  the  military  power  at 
every  point  where  a  contest  might  by  possibility  occur,  that,  without  the 
display  of  a  single  soldier,  effectual  resistance  was  impossible.  '*  You  have 
left  one  point  unprotected — one  way  in  which  they  could  escape,"  said  a 
member  of  the  Cabinet  to  the  great  captain.  *^  That  was  precisely  what  I 
intended  to  do,"  replied  the  duke.*  But,  more  than  all  the  combinations  of 
military  science  was  a  display  of  strength  which  proclaimed  to  the  Chartists, — 
some  of  whom  were  young  enthusiasts  who  had  brooded  over  the  evils  of  society 
hopelessly  and  passionately ;  many,  de<iperate  men,  such  as  the  proUtairei  of 
Prance  ;  all,  without  any  definite  plan,  at  the  command  of  ignorant  and  pre- 
sumptuous leaders, — that  they  alone  were  not  the  People.  On  that  morning, 
a  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  special  constables  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder 
in  the  streets  of  London,  each  armed  only  with  a  staff  which  represented  the 
strength  of  the  law — a  band  where  a  real  equality  of  rights  and  duties  placed 
the  peer  side  by  side  with  the  shopkeeper;  where  the  merchant  stood 
amidst  his  clerks  and  the  manufacturer  with  his  workmen ;  where  the 
humblept  and  the  highest  exchanged  the  resolves  of  good  subjects,  that,  come 
what  might,  the  generation  which  had  seen  so  many  ameliorations  of  the  state 
of  society  peacefully  accomplished,  should  not  be  disgraced  by  an  attempt  to 
redress  grievances  by  physical  force,  under  the  direction  of  empty-headed 

*  We  itate  thia  from  private  infoimatioii* 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


560  ABORTIVE  INSURRECTION  IN  IRELAND.  [184*. 

demagogues.  The  display  of  tlie  national  will, — ^the  unostentatious  prepara* 
tions  of  the  government,  and  their  bold  resolve  not  to  prevent  the  proposed 
meeting  of  the  Chartists  on  Kennington  Common,  but  steadily  to  oppose  their 
return  over  either  of  the  bridges  in  procession, — was  enough  for  present  safety 
and  future  peace.  This  resistance  to  their  return  in  multitudes  at  night-fall 
was  accomplished,  not  by  the  soldiery,  who  continued  unseen  to  the  last,  but 
by  the  police  alone.  The  great  Petition  was  ignobly  carried  to  the  House  of 
Commons  in  a  cart,  to  be  presented  by  Mr.  Feargus  O'Connor  without  his 
legions.  Physical-force  Chartism  was  really  at  an  end,  although  its  revival 
was  several  times  attempted,  to  be  put  down  by  the  same  firmness. 

Contemporaneous  with  the  abortive  proceedings  of  disaffection  in  London, 
in  Glasgow,  and  in  a  few  provincial  towns,  was  what  at  first  appeared  to 
be  a  serious  renewal  of  insurrection  in  Ireland.  An  association  was  in 
1847  formed  in  Dublin,  called  "  The  Irish  Confederation.**  Of  this  Con- 
federation Mr.  Smith  O'Brien,  with  several  others  who  attained  to  dis- 
tinction as  the  utterers  of  the  boldest  sedition,  and  the  announcers  of  the 
bloodiest  resolves,  were  leading  authorities.  The  Freneh  Bevolution  gave  a 
new  impulse  to  their  exertions.  "  Up  with  the  barricades  and  invoke  the 
God  of  battles,*'  cried  Mr.  Meagher,  at  a  meeting  held  to  congratulate  the 
Provisional  Government  of  France.  The  uttering  of  seditious  speeches  was, 
up  to  April,  an  offence  which  the  law  regarded  as  a  misdemeanor ;  but  an 
Act  was  then  passed  which  rendered  it  felony  to  compass  or  imagine  the 
deposition  of  the  Queen,  or  to  give  expression  to  any  such  intention.  Under 
this  Act,  Mr.  Mitchell  was  tried  and  convicted ;  and  Mr.  Duffy  was  about  to 
be  prosecuted.  It  was  determined  by  Mr.  O'Brien  and  his  bold  associates 
in  an  act  of  treason,  to  rise  in  August  to  rescue  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  to  prevent 
the  trial  of  Mr.  Duffy.  A  War  Directory  was  appointed  by  the  Confedera* 
tion,  and  a  mighty  warrior,  Mr.  O'Brien,  was  to  take  the  field  in  person  and 
lead  his  forces  to  the  overthrow  of  the  despotic  government.  On  the  28th  of 
July  the  great  rebel  was  in  arms.  He  engaged  the  Police  in  a  pitched  battle 
near  Ballingarry,  where  he  had  seven  of  his  army  killed  and  several  wounded. 
On  the  6th  of  August  he  was  arrested  at  Thurles.  The  adventure  of  "the  cab- 
bage-garden" will  be  long  remembered,  in  connection  with  the  wise  mercy  of  the 
government,  which,  after  a  few  years,  permitted  his  return  to  Ireland,  to  warn 
political  fanaticism  of  the  probable  danger  of  that  public  contempt  which  awaits 
the  anarchist  who  is  too  silly  to  be  mischievous.  The  insurrection  had  soon 
come  to  an  end.  There  were  trials  for  high  treason,  of  which  the  ridicule 
attached  to  the  traitors  could  not  prevent  the  people  acknowledging  that  their 
capital  sentence  was  deserved ;  rejoicing  equally  when,  in  the  next  year,  after 
the  demand  of  a  writ  of  error,  the  sentence  was  commuted  to  transportation. 
Ireland  was  now  free  to  apply  herself  to  the  amelioration  of  her  social  evils, 
instead  of  continuing  a  vain  struggle  for  a  separation  from  a  country  which 
had  saved  her  in  the  direst  hour  of  her  calamity,  and  which  was  now  ready 
to  devote  her  capital  and  her  skill,  in  a  hearty  endeavour  to  improve  the 
material  resources  of  the  neglected  land. 

The  essential  differences  between  the  institutions  of  England  and  of  France, 
and  the  no  less  remarkable  diversity  in  the  political  aspirations  of  the  people 
of  each,  may  in  some  degree  account  for  the  contrast  between  the  two  coun- 
tries which   1848  presented.    The  insurrectionary  movements  in  the  one 
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were  Buppressed  nvithout  bloodshed.  In  the  other,  within  four  months  after 
the  proclamation  of  the  Bepublic,  sixteen  thousand  persons  were  killed  or 
wounded  in  the  streets  of  Paris.  The  short  career  of  the  Provisional  Oo- 
yemment  of  France  had  been  upheld  by  military  force,  amidst  the  increasing 
animosities  of  the  Socialists.  When  the  National  Assembly  was  opened  and 
had  appointed  an  Executive  Commission  of  five  members,  there  was  an 
attempt  to  form  another  Provisional  Oovernment  of  those  who  had  now  come 
to  be  designated  as  Bed  Eepublicans.  This  attempt  was  put  down.  The 
election  of  prince  Louis  Napoleon  to  a  seat  in  the  National  Assembly  was 
met  by  the  proposition  of  a  decree  for  his  banishment.  He  was  admitted  to  take 
his  seat  by  the  vote  of  a  great  majority.  Close  upon  this  event  came  the  terrible 
crisis  which,  after  four  days'  fighting,  ended  in  the  total  rout  of  the  insurgents ; 
the  appointment  of  general  Cavaignac  as  Dictator ;  and  the  declaration  that 
Paris  was  in  a  state  of  siege,  that  is,  under  martial  law.  This  state  endured 
from  the  24th  of  June  till  the  20th  of  October.  On  the  21st  of  December 
prince  Louis  Napoleon  Bonaparte  took  the  oath  as  President  of  the  Prench 
Bepublic,  to  continue  in  o£Bce  till  May,  1852. 

The  year  1848  will  be  memorable,  not  only  for  the  Bevolution  of  Prance, 
and  its  great  example  of  extreme  democratic  opinions  terminating,  after  a 
sanguinary  struggle,  in  military  despotism,  but  for  the  universal  up-heaving 
of  the  continental  kingdoms  in  an  earthquake  of  which  the  tremblings  have 
not  yet  subsided.  To  trace  these  events  beyond  this  general  reference  to 
them  would  be  beyond  the  scope  of  our  history.  We  could  not  attempt  to 
narrate  the  convulsions  of  Italy ;  the  war  between  Austria  and  Sardinia ; 
the  insurrection  of  Hungary  and  the  Hungarian  war ;  the  violated  promises 
of  sovereigns  to  their  peoples;  the  dead  calm,  which  was  not  peace,  that 
ensued  when  Absolutism  had  triumphed  ;  without  going  into  a  view  of  cause 
imd  effect,  of  the  merit  of  contending  principles,  of  the  balance  of  good  and 
evil,  in  the  absence  of  which  a  meagre  narrative  of  occurrences  would  be 
wholly  unsatisfactory.* 

Amidst  the  general  disquiet  of  Europe,  the  Session  of  Parliament  came 
to  a  close  on  the  5th  of  September.  It  was  in  no  boastful  spirit  that  the 
Queen  said,  that,  surrounded  by  convulsions  and  wars  between  neighbouring 
States,  she  had  had  the  satisfaction  of  being  able  to  preserve  peace  for  her  own 
dominions,  and  to  maintain  our  domestic  tranquillity.  "  The  strength  of  our 
institutions  has  been  tried,  and  has  not  been  found  wanting."  In  these 
troublous  times  the  social  improvement  of  the  country  steadily  went 
forward.  The  great  measure  of  establishing  a  General  Board  of  Health,  and 
to  create  Local  Boards,  was  the  timely  work  of  this  Session.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  point  out  how  the  condition  of  the  cities  and  towns  of  this 
kingdom  has  been  essentially  changed — how  the  amount  of  human  suffering 
has  been  lessened,  and  the  moral  improvement  and  contentment  of  the 
inhabitants  in  dense  and  populous  districts  promoted,  by  the  Public  Health 
Act.  The  awakening  had  succeeded  to  a  lethargic  sleep.  No  one  was  more 
strenuous  in  proclaiming  how   individual   energy  was  to  make  legislative 

*  In  tbe  Appendix,  we  do  not  profess  to  present  the  occurrenoes  there  briefly  noticed  in  their 
chronological  succession  ivith  any  attempt  to  digest  tbem  historically.  We  offer  those  imperfect 
Annals  of  thirteen  years  as  some  aid  to  the  reader,  if  he  should  desire  to  trace  the  conrse  of 
Tery  marked  events  from  the  dose  of  this  history. 
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pTOTisions  effectual  than  Prince  Albert.  At  a  meeting  of  the  ''  Socieiy  for 
Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Labouring  ClaBsea/*  he  uttered  words 
which  sank  deep  into  the  national  mind :  "  Depend  upon  it,  the  interests  of 
classes  too  often  contrasted  are  identical,  and  it  is  only  ignorance  which 
prevents  their  uniting  for  each  other's  advantage.  To  dispel  that  ignorance, 
to  show  how  man  can  help  man  notwithstanding  the  complicated  state  of 
civilized  society,  ought  to  be  the  aim  of  every  philanthropic  person ; 
but  it  is  more  peculiarly  the  duty  of  those  who,  under  the  blessing  of 
Divine  Providence,  enjoy  station,  wealth,  and  education." 

On  the  Slst  of  January,  1849,  there  was  a  public  banquet  in  the  Free- 
trade  Hall  at  Manchester,  to  celebrate  the  triumph  of  that  principle  which 
had  so  often  been  advocated  in  that  vast  room.  Two  thousand  persons  were 
assembled.  The  renowned  leaders  of  the  League  were  the  chief  speakers. 
Their  special  vocation  was  now  at  an  end,  but  they  were  ready  again  to  do 
battle  for  political  truth  if  a  defeated  party  should  attain  power,  and  attempt 
to  undo  the  great  work  of  seven  years.  The  hand  of  the  clock  was  approach- 
ing the  hour  which  was  to  begin  another  day,  when  the  band  struck  up  the 
inspiriting  air  of  *'  A  good  time  coming,  boys."  A  chorus,  very  solemn  in  its 
joyiulness,  burst  from  those  two  thousand  voices.  As  the  clock  struck  twelve, 
the  chairman  called  for  silence.  ''The  oood  tiice  has  comb,"  he  shouted. 
Then  that  multitude  stood  up,  and  with  the  British  huzza  which  has  struck 
terror  into  many  an  enemy  proclaimed  that  one  foe  to  the  well-being  of  the 
people  was  at  last  laid  low.  The  first  of  February,  so  hopefully  expected, 
so  patiently  waited  for,  had  arrived.  The  millions  who  earned  their  daily 
bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow  might  at  last  eat ''  untaxed  food." 

When  the  Session  of  Parliament  was  opened  by  the  Queen  on  the  Ist  of 
February,  the  same  newspaper  contained  the  Speech  of  her  Majesty,  and 
the  Beport  of  the  great  banquet  at  Manchester.  The  royal  speech  con- 
trasted the  tranquillity  and  loyalty  of  England  with  the  condition  of  the 
continent,  convulsed  by  anarchy  or  trodden  down  by  absolutism.  Who, 
with  any  pretence  to  political  philosophy,  can  now  fail  to  trace  this  peace 
and  contentment,  in  a  very  material  degree,  to  the  extinction  of  that  in- 
justice which  had  been  so  long  perpetrated  by  delusive  legishition,  for  the 
supposed  interests  of  an  exclusive  class  P  The  great  statesman  who  accom- 
plished this  work  points,  with  an  honest  exultation,  to  those  who  had  been 
loudest  in  condemnation  of  the  measures  of  1846,  who,  on  the  10th  of  April, 
1848,  openly  rejoiced  that  provision  had  been  made  for  the  total  repeal  of 
the  Corn-Laws.  Yet,  he  says,  these  admissions  were  retracted,  on  the 
removal  of  all  danger  from  popular  disaffection.  "  They  were  retracted 
without  due  reflection  on  the  causes  which  had  interfered  in  the  hour  of 
danger  to  promote  loyalty  to  the  throne,  and  confidence  in  the  justice  of 
parliament."  * 

All  these  inconsistencies  of  party  feeling  have  long  since  passed  away. 
We  have  no  pleasure  in  recalling  the  wearisome  period  of  controversy  that 
preceded  the  common  agreement  of  all,  except  a  few  who  still  pored  over 
their  obsolete  statistics,  to  enter  upon  a  new  era  of  manly  exertion,  unim- 
peded by  class  prejudices  and  unembittered  by  class  animosities.    We  were 

*  «  Memoirs  by  Sir  Robert  Feel,'*  p.  819. 
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becoming  an  united  people,  even  in  that  dawning  of  a  brighter  day  when  the 
Queen  met  her  Parliament  on  the  1st  of  February,  1849,  and  said — ''I 
observe  with  satisfaction  that  this  portion  of  the  United  Kingdom  has 
remained  tranquil  amidst  the  convulsions  which  have  disturbed  so  many 
parts  of  Europe.  .  .  .  It  is  with  pride  and  thankfulness  that  I  advert 
to  the  loyal  spirit  of  my  people,  and  that  attachment  to  our  institutions 
which  has  animated  them  during  a  period  of  commercial  difficulty,  deficient 
production  of  food,  and  political  revolution.  I  look  to  the  protection  of 
Almighty  God  for  favour  in  our  continued  progress ;  and  I  trust  you  will 
assist  me  in  upholding  the  fabric  of  the  Constitution,  founded  as  it  is  upon 
the  principles  of  freedom  and  of  justice." 


EKD   or   THE   HISTOBT. 
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I  HATE  thuB  completed  a  labour  of  seyen  years,  in  writing  the  Histoiy 
of  my  country  from  the  Boman  period  to  a  remarkable  epoch  of  the  reign  of 
Queen  Victoria.  With  a  reverent  heart  I  thank  the  Supreme  Controller  of 
all  human  deaigns  that  He  has  permitted  me,  in  reaching  a  prolonged  term  of 
the  life  of  man,  to  carry  forward  my  purpose  to  its  close. 

In  referring  from  time  to  time  to  the  irrevocable  results  of  this  long- 
continued  occupation — irrevocable,  because  this  History  of  four  thousand 
pages  has  been  produced  at  periodical  intervals,  thus  precluding  the  power 
of  revising  it  as  a  whole — I  am  conscious  of  errors  that  might  have  been 
corrected  under  other  circumstances.  But  I  am  not  conscious  of  any 
material  want  of  harmony  between  the  earlier  and  the  later  portions — 
certainly  of  no  essential  discordance  of  principles  and  feelings.  Whatever 
may  be  the  defects  of  this  narration, — stretching  over  nineteen  hundred 
years  of  recorded  time,  and  comprehending  a  vast  body  of  facts,  of  whose 
quantity  and  varied  character  the  Indexes,  full  as  they  are,  will  give  an 
inadequate  conception — I  am  warranted  in  saying  that  it  is  the  only  complete 
History  of  England — a  Library  History  and  not  a  School  History — which  is 
the  production  of  one  writer.  With  the  exception  of  three  Chapters,  the 
"Popular  History"  has  been  wholly  written  by  myself.*  This  unity  of 
thought,  whatever  may  be  the  knowledge  and  ability  of  a  historian,  must 
have  a  certain  value  beyond  what  may  be  attained  by  a  division  of  labour. 
Seing  the  production  of  one  mind,  the  due  proportions  of  the  narrative, 
from  the  first  Chapter  to  the  last,  have,  I  trust,  been  maintained. 

Having  undertaken,  perhaps  somewhat  rashly,  to  write  a  HiBtory  of 
England  that,  regarding  only  its  chronological  extent,  involved  a  large  range 

•  Those  three  chaptere  are  Chap.  xxix.  of  Vol  ▼. ;  Chap.  ir.  of  Vol.  vii.  ;  and  Chap.  viii.  of 
Vol.  viii.  Being  confined  to  the  subject  of  the  Fine  Arts,  I  felt  that  they  required  technical 
Icnowledge  and  a  peculiar  judgment  to  -which  I  could  not  pretend.  I  therefore  confided  them 
to  Mr.  James  Thome,  who  has  for  some  years  contributed  many  articles  on  Art  to  works  in 
vhich  I  hftve  been  engaged. 
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of  research, — more  espedaUy  so  as  it  was  intended  from  the  first  to  embrace 
the  Social  as  well  as  the  Political  History  of  many  ages^^t  is  scarcely 
necessary  for  me  to  apologize  for  not  having  plunged  into  the  great  ocean  of 
unpublished  State  Papers,  which  hare,  in  very  recent  days,  afforded  most 
valuable  materials  for  the  authors  of  special  Histories  of  particular  eras. 
Such  an  employment  would  have  rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  have  com- 
pleted my  undertaking  in  double  or  treble  the  years  during  which  it  has 
been  my  continued  occupation*  At  the  same  time  I  may  conscientiously  state 
that  I  have  not  taken  upon  trust  the  facts  or  opinions  of  any  previous 
writers  of  the  general  history  of  our  country  or  of  the  history  of  any 
detached  regnal  periods.  I  have  consulted  no  inconsiderable  number  of 
books  that  are  the  essential  foundations  of  the  English  Historical  Library ; 
and  for  modem  times  I  have  not  neglected  that  vast  field  of  Memoirs  and 
Letters,  English  and  Foreign,  in  which  there  are  always  fruits  to  be  gathered 
by  the  writer  who  will  diligently  seek  for  them. 

Of  the  spirit  which  has  animated  me  during  the  progress  of  this  work, 
and  has  sustained  me  through  the  difficulties  of  my  task,  I  will  venture  to 
say  a  few  words.  I  had  a  fixed  purpose  in  view  when  I  commenced  it.  I 
addressed  myself,  not  exclusively,  but  with  a  steady  regard,  to  those  of 
either  sex  who  were  entering  upon  the  serious  duties  of  life.  Passing  from 
the  elementary  works  that  had  been  used  in  the  course  of  ordinary  education, 
there  were  hundreds  to  whom  a  fuller  History, — not  dry,  not  didactic,  not 
written  with  the  prejudices  of  party  or  sect — ^would  be  an  acquisition. 
Feeling  my  responsibilities  to  be  increased  by  the  fact  that  my  duty  was  to 
impart  knowledge  and  not  to  battle  for  opinions,  my  desire  has  been  to 
cherish  that  love  of  Liberty  which  is  best  founded  upon  a  sufficient  acquaint- 
ance with  its  gradual  development  and  final  establishment  amongst  us ;  to 
look  with  a  tolerant  judgment  even  upon  those  who  have  sought  to  govern 
securely  by  governing  absolutely ;  to  trace  with  calmness  the  efforts  of  those 
who  have  imperilled  our  national  independence  by  foreign  assault  or  domestic 
treason,  but  never  to  forget  that  a  just  love  of  country  is  consistent  with 
historical  truth ;  to  carry  forward,  as  far  as  within  the  power  of  one  who 
has  watched  joyfully  and  hopefully  the  great  changes  of  a  generation,  that 
spirit  of  improvement  which  has  been  more  extensively  and  permanently 
called  forth  in  the  times  of  which  this  concluding  Volume  treats,  than  in  the 
whole  previous  period  from  the  Eevolution  of  1688.  I  doubtless  have  failed 
in  many  cases  in  the  accomplishment  of  my  leading  purposes ;  but  the  wish 
to  effect  these  objects  has  been  always  present. 
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In  the  Introduction  to  mj  First  Yolome  I  haye  stated  the  circamBtanees 
which  led  me  to  entertain  the  idea  of  writing  a  book  that  might  be  recom- 
mended for  purposes  of  instruction, ''  when  a  Young  Man  of  Eighteen  asks 
for  a  History  of  England."  With  a  pardonable  pride,  I  maj  presume  to 
mention  that  mj  desire  to  produce  such  a  book  has  been  welcomed  in  a 
manner  fiir  beyond  my  hope — ^I  fear  beyond  my  desert.  Whilst  the  Prince  of 
Wales  was  pursuing  his  studies  at  the  University  of  Cambridge,  my  History 
was  used  as  a  text-book,  and  was  quoted  and  recommended  by  the  Severend 
Charles  Kingsley,  the  Professor  of  Modem  Histoiy,  in  the  course  of 
Lectures  which  His  Boyal  Highness  attended.  The  exalted  rank  of  the 
Student — the  literary  eminence  of  the  Professor — combine  to  render  this 
compliment  most  grateful  to  me.  It  affords  me  the  consolation  of  belieTing 
that,  whatever  may  be  the  errors  and  deficiencies  of  my  undertaking,  it  has 
been  recognized  by  one  whose  opinion  is  of  no  ordinary  value,  as  a  well-meant 
endeavour  to  write  the  History  of  the  Kingdom  and  of  the  People  with  a 
due  sense  of  my  responsibility  to  be  just  and  truthful,  and  with  a  catholicity 
of  mind  that  may  be  preserved  without  the  suppression  of  honestly-formed 
opinions. 

I  am  writing  the  concluding  sentences  of  this  Postscript  in  my  birth 
place — in  Windsor.  In  solitary  walks  of  my  boyhood — ^by  the  windings  of 
the  Thames,  or  looking  from  the  gentle  hills  of  the  Forest, — ^the  "  proud 
keep"  seldom  rose  to  my  view  but  I  connected  it  with  some  historical 
memory.  To  me  those  majestic  towers  were  interpreters  of  Heaven's  e'er-past 
decrees.  They  formed  my^mind  to  look  upon  the  History  of  my  country 
as  the  most  interesting  of  studies ;  to  endeavour  to  draw  &om  that  study 
a  just  guide  to  the  public  duties  of  a  youth  who  had  the  happiness  to  be 
bom  a  Briton.  If  what  I  have  written  in  these  Volumes  should  inspire 
similar  feelings ;  if  this  History  should  be  found  more  calculated  for  truthful 
instruction  than  the  Histories  which  were  accessible  to  me  in  my  early 
days,  I  have  not  written  in  vain. 

In  the  "  Faery  Queen,'* — passages  of  which  present  themselves  to  my 
memory  as  I  ramble  amongst  the  scenes  where  I  first  read  that  noble  poem, 
a  man  "  of  ripe  and  perfect  age "  unrols  the  ancient  book  of  "  Briton 
Moniments"  to  two  youthful  champions,  who  bum  with  fervent  fire  to 
attain  a  knowledge  of  ''their  country's  ancestry."  As  the  old  man  of 
Spenser  unfolded  the  ''  records  from  ancient  times  derived,"  to  induce  that 
feeling  of  patriotism  which  would  make  his  chivalrous  visitors  brave  and 
courteous  maintainers  of  England's  honour,  I  would  point  to  the  earliest  and 
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to  the  latest  of  our  Annals,  to  ezbort  the  rising  generation  to  a  grateful  sense 
of  the  blessings  of  which  they  are  the  heirs.  To  the  young  man  who  is 
passing  into  active  life  at  a  season  in  which  his  country  has  attained  a  position 
of  greatness  unprecedented,  and  of  security  not  easily  to  be  shaken,  whilst 
I  look  back  to  early  days  of  national  danger  and  difficulty,  but  nerer- 
theless  days  in  which  the  true  Englishman  rarely  lost  heart  or  hope, — ^to 
him  especially  I  would  say,  in  the  words  of  the  poet  who  now  wears  the 
Laurel  which  Spenser  wore, 

**  LoTe  thou  thy  Und,  with  lore  far-bronght 

From  out  the  storied  Past,  and  used 

Within  the  Presetit)  but  transfused 

Thro'  future  time  hj  power  of  thought.*' 

CHABLES  KNIGHT. 
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POPULATION  OF  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 


COUNTIES   OP 
ENGLAND. 


Bedford 

Berks 

Backingham 

CSambridge 

Chester  

Cornwall    

CamberUnd   

Derby 

Devon 

Dorset 

Durham 

Essex 

Gloucester 

Hampshire 

Hereford    

Hertford    

Hontingdon   

Kent  

Lancaster  

Leicester    

Lincoln  

Middlesex 

Monmouth 

Norfolk  

Northampton 

Northa  mberland    . . . 

Nottingham    

Oxford    

Butland 

Salop 

Somerset 

Stafford 

Suffolk   

Surrey    

Sussex    

Warwick    

Westmoreland    

Wilts 

Worcester 

(East  Riding  ... 
„  ]  North  Riding... 
►^  (West  Riding  ... 


1841. 


1851. 


I 


107|936 
161,759 
156,439 
164.459 
395,660 
342,  t59 
178,038 
272,202 
532,959 
175,054 
307,963 
844,979 
431,495 
354,682 
113,272 
156,660 
58,549 
549,353 

1,667,054 
215,867 
362,602 

1,576,636 
134,368 
412,664 
199,228 
266,020 
349,910 
163,127 
21,302 
225,820 
435,599 
509,472 
315,073 
584,036 
300,075 
401,703 
56,454 
256,280 
248,460 
223,778 
204,701 

1,163,580 


124,478 

170,065 
163,723 
1H5,405 
455.725 
355,558 
195,492 
296,084 
667,098 
184,207 
390,997 
369,318 
458,805 
405,370 
115, 4^9 
167,2^8 
64,183 
615,766 

2,031,236 
230,308 
407,222 

1,886,576 
157,418 
442.714 
212,380 
303,568  ; 
270,427  : 
170,4;S9  I 
22,983  I 
229,341 
443,916  ' 
608,716 
337,215  1 
683,082  I 
336,844 
475,013 
58,287 
254,221 
276,9^6 
257,286 
215,214 

1,325,495 


Total    14,997,427  16,921,888 


PROVINCES  OP 
IRELAND. 


Leinster.... 
Mnnster.... 
Ulster  .... 
Connaught . 


1841. 


1851. 


1,973,731 
2,396,161 
2,386,373 
1,418,8.59 


1,672,591 
1,857,412 
2,011,756 
1,010,211 


Total    8,175,124     6,551,970 


England   ... 

Wales  

Scotland  ... 
Ireland 

Total 


1841. 


COUNTIES  OP 
WALES. 


Anglesey  ... 

Brecon 

Cardigan  ... 
Carmarthen 
Carnarvon 
Denbigh   .... 

Flint 

Glamorgan 
Merioneth 
Montgomery 
Pembroke..., 
Radnor 

Total 


SHIRES  OP 
SCOTLAND. 


1841. 


1851. 


Aberdeen 

ArgyU 

Ayr  

Banff    

Berwick   

Bute 

Caithness 

Clackmannan  

Dumbarton  

Dumfries 

Edinburgh    

Elgin    

Fife  

Forfiu:  

Haddington 

Inyemess 

Kincardine  

Kinross    

Kirkcudbright 

Lanark 

Linlithgow  

Nairn   

Orkney  &  Shetland 

Peebles 

Perth    

Renfrew   

Ross  and  Cromarty 

Roxburgh 

Selkirk 

Stirling 

Sutherland  

Wigton 


50,891 
55,603 
68,766 

106,326 
81,0if3 
88,478 
66,919 

171,188 
39,332 
69,607 
88,044 
25,458 


911,705 


1841. 


192,387 
97,371 

164,356 
49,679 
34,438 
15,740 
36,843 
19,155 
44,296 
72,830 

225,454 
35,012 

140,140 

170,453 
35,886 
97,799 
33,075 
8,763 
41,119 

426,972 

26,872 

9,217 

61,065 

10,499 

137,457 

155,072 
78,685 
46,025 
7,990 
82,057 
24,782 
39,195 


57,327 
61,474 
70,796 

110,632 
87,870 
92,583 
68.156 

231,849 
38,843 
67,335 
94,140 
24,716 


1,005,721 


1851. 


Total  2,620,184     2,838,742 


212,032 
89,298 

189,858 
54,171 
36,297 
16,608 
38,709 
22,951 
45,103 
78,128 

259,435 
88.959 

153,546 

191,264 
86,886 
96,500 
84,598 
8,924 
43,121 

530,169 

80,135 

9,956 

62,533 

10,738 

138,660 

161,091 
82,707 
51.642 
9,809 
86,237 
25,793 
43,889 


Males. 


7,325,692 

447,764 

1,241.862 

4,019,576 


13,034,894 


Females. 


7,671,735 

463,941 

1,378,322 

4,155,548 


18,669,546 


ToUl. 


14,997,427 

911,705 

2,620,184 

8,175,124 


26,704,440 


1851. 


Males. 


8,281,734 

499,491 

1,375,479 

3,190.507 


13,347,211 


Females. 


8,640,154 

506,230 

1,513.263 

3,361,463 


14,021,110 


ToUl. 


16,921,888 
1,005,721 
2,688,742 
6,551,970 


27,368,321 
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OCCUPATIONS    IN    GREAT    BRITAIN, 

And  Namber  of  Persons  engaged  in  them  (arranged  in  the  order  of  the  Nnmbers)  in  1851. 


:| 


Occupations. 
Agricultural  Labourer 
Farm  Servant^  Shepherd 
Demestic  Servant 
Cotton,  Calico,  manufacture,  print< 

ing  and  dyeing   . 
Labourer  (branch  undefined) 
Parmer,  Grazier    . 
Boot  and  Shoe  maker  . 
Milliner,  Dressmaker 
Coal-miner 
Carpenter,  Joiner   . 
Army  and  Navy  . 
Tailor    .... 
Washerwomen,  Mangier,  Laundry 

keeper    . 
Woollen  Cloth  manufacture 
Silk  manufacture 
Blacksmith    . 
Worsted  manufacture . 
Mason,  Pavior 
Messenger,  Purter,  and  Errand  Boy 
Linen,  Flax  manufacture 
Seamen  (Merchant  Service)  on  shore 

or  in  British  Ports    . 
Grocer  . 
Gardener    . 
Ironmauufaoture,  moulder,  founder 
Innkeeper,    Licensed     Victualler, 

Beer-shop  keeper 
Seamstress,  Shirtmaker 
Bricklayer 

Butcher,  Meat  Salesman 
Hose  (Stocking)  manufacture 
^^ool, — master,  mistress    . 
Lace  manufacture  . 
Plumber,  Painter,  Glazier    . 
Baker  .... 

Carman,  Carrier,  Carter,  Drayman 
Oharwoma-n    .... 
Draper  (Li  nen  and  Woollen) . 

Enn^ne  and  Machine  maker 

Commercial  Clerk 

Cabinet  maker,  Upholsterer 

Teacher  (various).  Governess 

Fisherman,  Woman 

Boat,  Barge,  Man,  Woman 

MiUer        .... 

Earthenware  manufacture 

Sawyer       .... 

Kailway  Labourer . 

Sttaw-plait  manufacture 

Brick-maker,  dealer 

Government  Civil  Service 

Hawker,  Pedlar      . 

Wheelwright 

Glover 

Shopkeeper  (branch  undefined) 

Horsekeeper,  Groom  (not  Domestic) 
Jockey    . 

Nail  manufacture    . 


Persona  Occupations. 

^•"o-^"*  ^^'"-  .    •.-.•. 

1,038, 791  Nurse  (not  Domestic  Servant) 
Shipwright,  Shipbuilder  . 

501,465  Stone  Quarrier    . 

876,551  Lodging-house  Keeper     . 

806,767  Lead-miner 

274,451  Copper-miner 

267, 7tf  1  Straw  Hat  and  Bonnet  maker 

219,015  Cooper  .   '    . 

182, 696  Watch  and  Clock  maker       . 

•J  7  8, 773  Brewer 

152,672  Dock  Labourer,  Dock  and  Harbour 

Service       .... 

1 46, 091  Clergyman  of  Established  Church 

137,814  Protestant   Dissenting  Minister 

114,570  Police         .... 

112,776  Plasterer        .... 

104,061  Warehouse,— Man,  Woman  . 

101,442  Saddler,  Harness-maker  . 

101,425  Hatter,  Hat  manufacture     . 

98,b60  Coachman  (not  Domestic  Servant), 
Guard,  Postboy  , 

89,206  Law  Clerk 

85,913  Coachmaker  .... 

80,946  Cowkeeper,  Milkseller 

80,032  Bopemaker    .... 
Druggist    .... 

75,721  Surgeon,  Apothecary 

73,068  Tin-miner  .... 

67, 989  Paper  manufacture 

67, 69 1  Coalheaver,  Coal  Labourer    . 

65,499  Gh-eengrooer,  Fruiterer    . 

65,376  Muslin  man ufiictnre 

63,660  Confectioner   .... 

62,808  Tinman,  Tinker,  Tinplate  worker 

62,472  Staymaker 

56,981  Solicitor,  Attorney,  Writer  to  the 

55,423  Signet     .... 

49,184  Dyer,  Scourer,  Calenderer 

48,082  Currier       .... 

48,760  .Builder  .... 

40,897  Farm  Bailiff 

40,575  Hair-dresser,  Wig-maker 

38,294  Coal-merchant,  dealer  . 

37,6^3  GUus  manufacture  . 

37,268  Carpet  and  Bug  manufacture 

36,512  Goldsmith,  Silversmith    . 

35, 443  Brass  founder,  moulder,  manuiJM' 

34,3C6  ture        .... 

32,062  Maltster         .         .        .         , 

31,168  Railway    Officer,   Clerk,   SUtion- 

30,963  Master    .... 

30,553  Bookbinder    .... 

30,244  Road  Labourer     . 

29,882  Wiue  and  Spirit  Merchant 

29,800  Fishmonger 

Merchant       .... 

29,408  Ribbon  mano&oture    . 

28,533 


Persons. 
28,088 
26,024 
25,618 
25,201 
23,489 
28,089 
22,530 
22,386 
21,902 
20,245 
19,159 
18,620 

18,462 
18,587 
9,644 
18,848 
17,980 
17,861 
17,588 
16,976 

16,886 
16,626 
16,590 
16,526 
15,966 
15,648 
15,168 
15,050 
14,501 
14,426 
14,320 
14,098 
18,866 
13,770 
18,699 

18,266 
12,964 
12,920 
12,818 
12,806 
12,178 
12,092 
12,006 
11.457 
11,242 

11,230 
11,150 

10,948 
10,968 
10,923 
10,467 
10,489 
10,266 
10,074 


*  This  is  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  Kingdom ,  exclusive  of  the  Indian  Army  and  Navy. 
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RELIGIOUS  WORSHIP. 
Frox  thb  C1K8U8,  HA.BOH  SOth,  1851. 


BNGLAKD  AND  WALES. 


Church  of  England    . 

Methodists  . 

Independents   . 

Baptists      . 

Qnakers  . 

Unitarians  . 

Presbyterians  . 

Plymouth  Brethren 

New  Church  (Swedenborgians) 

Sandemanians 

Moravians 

Isolated  Congregations  . 


FOBEIQH  FbOTBSTAKTS. 

Lutherans        ... 
French  Protestants 
Beformed  Church,  Netherlands 
Qerman  Protestant  Beformers 


Total  Number  i    rw*««  <*>  fii« 


14,077 

11,974 

8,244 

2,789 

871 

229 

161 

182 

50 

6 

82 

589 


83,574 


11.794 

5,566 

2,261 

2,055 

362 

183 

149 

101 

44 

6 

28 

888 


Sittings 
(Morning). 


4,852,645 

1,588,612 

901,352 

686,864 

94,805 

60,044 

86,585 

14,613 

11,465 

956 

8,548 

74,876 


22,887 


8,281,310 


11 


2,172 
530 
850 
200 


10 


8,-252 


Other  Cbristiar  CHrRCHES. 
Boman  Catholics 
(^reek  Church 
GKsrman  Catholics 
Italian  Beformers 
Catholic  and  Apostolic  (Irvingites) 
Latter  Day  Saints     . 


570 
8 

1 

1 

82 

S22 


829 


Jews 


58 


542 
3 

1 

0 

29 

147 


722 


50 


Total 


84,467 


28,669 


175,809 

291 

300 

0 

6,545 

28,413 


205,858 


8,100 


8,498,520 


Attendance 
(MomiDg)L 


2,541,244 

808,752 

524,612 

860,806 

14,864 

28,483 

47,582 

5,699 

4,846 

489 

4,993 

36,969 


4,878.789 


1,152 

225 

70 

120 


1,567 


252,783 

240 

500 

0 

3,176 

7,517 


264,216 


2,910 


4,647,482 


SCOTLAND. 


Total  Number 

of  Places  of 

Worship. 

Open  in  the 
Morning. 

Sittings, 
(Morning). 

Attendance 
(Morning). 

Bstoblishod  Church  of  Scotland  . 

1188 

1022 

713,567 

851,454 

Other  Presbyterians 

1431 

1249 

743,778 

467,020 

Episcopal  Church                   .     . 

184 

116 

36,769 

26,966 

Independents    .... 

192 

169 

70,851 

26,392 

Baptists 

119 

98 

24,380 

9,208 

Quakers           .... 

7 

7 

V,153 

196 

Unitarians 

5 

5 

2,488 

863 

Methodists        .... 

82 

65 

21,768 

8,987 

ETangelical  Union                  .     . 

28 

26 

10.589 

3,895 

Other  Protestants      . 

13 

12 

1,800 

667 

Isolated  Congregatious  .         .     . 

60 

41 

9,821 

2,871 

Boman  Catholics 

117 

101 

48,771 

43,878 

Irvingites 

3 

3 

675 

272 

Latter  Day  Saints     . 

20 

18 

3,177 

1,804 

Jews 

1 

1 

07 

28 

Total   .... 

3S96 

2933 

1,689,_01^ 

943,951 

vjOOgt 


578 


* 
SCHOOLS.    ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 

CENSUS  OP  BDUCATION,  1851. 

Schools.  Soholars. 

Military,  Naval,  Corporation,  Workhouse,  and  Prison  Schools  ...         610  48,82S 

Endowed  Schools  :  ~ 

Collegiate  and  Grammar  Schools 566  35,612 

Other  endowed  Schools 2,559  170,667 

3,125  206,279 
Sapported  by  Religions  Bodies  :— 

Church  of  England 10,555  929,474 

Independents 453  50,186 

Wesleyan  Methodists 381  41,144 

Boman  Catholics 339  41,382 

Undenominational 514  82,597 

Others 466  44,003 

12,708  1,188,786 

Bagged,  Orphan,  Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Factory,  Collieiy,  and  Mechanics* 

Institntion  Schools,  Agricultural  Schools^  and  other  Public  Schools    .      1,081  109,214 

Total  of  Public  Day  Schools,  as  above 15,411  1,413,170 

Total  of  Private  Day  Schoohi     .         .                 29,425  695,422 

Total  Day  Schools 44,836  2,108,592 

ETcning  Schools,  from  which  returns  were  obtained  in  1851,  1,545  ;  Scholars,  39,783,  of  whom 
70  per  cent,  were  males. 

Literary,  Scientific,  and  Mechanics*  Institutions: — ^Returns  obtained  in  1851  from  1,057  Institu- 
tions, with  163,395  Members. 


SCOTLAND.  Day 

Schools. 

Supported  by  General  or  Local  Taxation 1,039 

„         „  Endowments 491 

,,        ,,  Religious  Bodies 1,385 

Other  Public  Schools 434 

8,349 
Private  Day  Schools 1,893 


Sabbath  Schools,  3,803  ;  Scholars,  292,549  ;  Teachers,  25,411. 
Evening  Schools  for  Adults,  438  ;  Scholars,  15,071. 
Literary  and  Mechanics*  Institutions,  221 ;  Members,  29,655. 


Scholars. 

88,900 

39,687 

114,739 

86,869 

280,045 
88,472 


5,242        869,517 


SioHATURES  OF  Pbrsons  uakbtiro.— In  1860  43,401  men  and  61,677  women  signed  the 
marriage  register  with  marks.  The  ability  to  practise  the  art  of  penmanship  to  the  extent  of 
writing  one*s  own  name,  and  probably  sufficient  skill  to  carry  the  art  beyond  that  limit  is  more 
common  now  than  it  was  in  1853,  when  about  50,000  men  and  72,000  women  signed  with  marks. 
In  1841  and  some  subsequent  years,  the  proportion  of  men  who  signed  with  marks  was  83  to  a 
hundred  married.  In  1847-52  it  was  31 ;  since  1852  it  has  fallen  to  26.  Within  twenty  years 
the  proportion  among  women  has  fallen  from  49  to  36.  The  number  signing  with  marks  in 
1860  would  indicate,  approximately,  the  number  of  those  whose  education  towards  the  close  of 
the  half  century  did  not  give  them  the  power  of  writing  their  own  names.  /^  t 
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PUBLIC  INCOME  AND  EXPENDITUEE, 

FROM  1815  TO  1850. 


Inoome. 


Net  Receipts. 


£ 

1815 

72,210,512 

1816 

62,264,546 

1817 

52,055,913 

1818 

53,747,795 

1819 

52,648,847 

1820 

54,282,958 

1821 

55,834,192 

1822 

55,663,650 

1823 

57,672,999 

1824 

59,362,403 

1825 

57,273,869 

1826 

54,894,989 

1827 

54,932,518 

1828 

55,187,142 

1829 

50,786,682 

1880 

50,056,616 

1881 

46,424,440 

1832 

46,988,755 

1833 

46,271,326 

1834 

46,425.263 

1835 

45,898,369 

1836 

48,591,180 

1837 

46,475,194 

1888 

47,833,460 

1839 

47,844,890 

1840 

47,567,565 

1841 

48,084,360 

1842 

46,965,631 

1843 

52,682,817 

1844 

54,003,754 

1845 

53,060,354 

1846 

53,790,138 

1847 

51,546,265 

1848 

53,388,717 

1849 

52,951,749 

1850 

52,810,680 

Expenditure. 

Interest  on  Debt 

Total  Amount 

funded  and  unfunded. 

expended  in  the  Year. 

£ 

£ 

31,576,074 

92,280,180 

32.938,751 

65,169.771 

31,436,245 

55.281,238 

30,880,244 

53,848,678 

30,807,249 

55,406,609         i 

31,157,846 

54,457.247         ! 

31,955,304 

57.130,586        1 

29,921,493 

53.710,624        1 

29.216,905 

56.223,740 

29,066,350 

59,231.161 

28,  OHO,  287 

61,620.7:.3 

28.076,957 

55,081,073 

28,230,847 

65,823,321 

28,095,506 

54,171,141 

29,156,612 

51,835,137 

29,118,858 

49,078.108        1 

28,841,416 

49,797.156 

28,323,761 

46,379.692 

28,622,507 

45.782.026 

28,504,096 

46,678,079 

28,514,610 

45,669.309 

29,243,598 

48, 01*3,196 

29,489,571 

49,116,^39 

29,260,238 

47,686,183 

29,454,062 

49,357.691 

29.881,718 

49,1^9,552 

29,450,145 

50,185.729 

29,428,120 

50,946,1»{9 

29.260.160 

51,148,254 

30,496,4r.9 

52,211,000 

28,253,872 

53,386,603 

28,077,^87 

50,943,^80 

28.141,681 

54,602,947 

28,563,517 

54.1h5,l»6 

28,823,961 

50,874.6ii6 

28,091,590 

50,281,874 

NATIONAL  DEBT  {continued  fromy.  884). 


1 
Peace    .    . 

(        1  &    2 

1888 

M 

2&;    8 

1889 

il 

3&;    4 

1840 

» 

4&    5 

1841 

t* 

, 

5  &    6 

1842 

n 

•S 

6&    7 

1843 

n 

7&    8 

1844 

>» 

8&    9 

1845 

?> 

9&10 

1846 

»> 

lO&ll 

1847 

» 

11  &12 

1848- 

1* 

12&13 

1849 

w 

I      13  &  24 

1850 

PrindpaL 


luteroat. 


£ 

786,840,165 
787,236,060 
788,644,401 
792,209.685 
791.757,816 
792,664,743 
787,987,194 
786,115,222 
782,977,684 
790,376,351 
791,817,338 
790,927,016 
787,029,162 

Digitized 


£ 
29,482,903 
2*',385,451 
29  415.924 
29,462.030 
2y,800,112 
29,047,478 
28,272,652 
28,125,113 
28.025,253 
28.442,688 
28,307,343 
28,091,579 
28,025,523 


by  VjO 


O 
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EXPOETS, 

EEAL  OR  DECLARED  VALUE  OP  BRITISH  AND  IRISH  PRODUCE  AND 
MANUFACTURES  EXPORTED,  1815  TO  1860. 


£ 

£ 

1 
£ 

1815 

61,603,028 

1827 

87,181,835 

1889 

63,233,680 

1816 

41,657,873 

182S 

36,812,756 

1840 

61,406,430 

1817 

41,761.132 

1829 

35,842,623 

1841 

61,634,623        1 

1818 

46,608,249 

1830    . 

38,271,697 

1842 

.     47. 38 1,0  J8 

1819 

85,208,321 

1831 

37,164,372 

1843 

62,278,449 

1820 

36,424,652 

1832 

36,450,594 

1844    . 

58,684,292 

1821 

36,659,630 

1883    , 

39,607,847 

1845 

60,111,081 

1822 

36,968,964 

1834    . 

41,649,191 

1846 

57,786,875 

1823 

35,458,048 

1835    , 

47,372,270 

1847 

68,842,877 

1824 

38,396,300 

1836 

63,868,671 

1848 

62,849,445 

1825 

38,877,388 

1887    , 

42,069,245 

1849 

63,696,026 

1826 

31,636,723 

1838    . 

60,060,970 

1860    . 

70.367,885 

IMPOETATION  OF  FOBEIGN  GEAIN. 

Thi  frameis  of  the  law  of  1829  intended  it  to  prevent  flnotnations  in  the  price  of  BngHali 
grain,  bnt  in  seven  years,  notwithstanding  the  provision,  the  price  varied  firom  75«.  Sd  in  1829  to 
36«.  Sd.  in  1835,  descending  r^nlarly  every  year ;  while  in  the  three  years,  lS2i),  1830,  and 
1831,  there  were  imported  4,657,736  quarters.  The  total  quantity  imported,  during  the  next 
ten  years  kept  increasing,  with  occasional  exceptions  ;  but  in  1845,  waiting  the  repeal  of  the 
duty,  the  importation  was  only  1,142,700  quarters,  of  which  only  815,615  were  taken  for  home 
consumptiun.  In  1846,  after  the  repeal,  there  were  imported  1,437,944  quarters,  and  1,995,862 
were  taken  for  home  consumption.  In  1847  there  were  imported  2,650,058  quarters  ;  besides 
6,329,646  cwts.  of  wheat-meal,  8,614,637  quHiiers  of  Indian  corn,  and  1,461,020  cwts.  of 
Indian  corn-meal.  In  1848  there  were  imported  2,594,013  quaiiers  of  wheat,  1,765,476  cwts. 
of  flonr,  and  1,586,781  quarters  of  Indian  com.  In  1849  the  imports  were  8,872,134  quarters 
of  wheat,  3,371,301  cwts.  of  flour,  2,247,424  quarters  of  Indian  com,  and  102.173  cwts.  of 
Indian  com-raeal.  In  1850  were  imported  3,764.693  quarters  of  wheat,  8»855,050  cwts.  of 
flour,  1,286,264  quarters  of  Indian  com,  and  11,401  cwts.  of  meal. 


AVERAGE  GAZETTE  PRICES  OP  BRITISH  WHEAT,  BARLEY,  AND  OATS, 
PER  IMPERIAL  QUARTER. 


1847. 

1848. 

1849. 

1860. 

Wheat .        .        . 
Barley      .         .     . 
Oats     . 

».      d, 
69      9 
44      2 

28      8 

50      6 
81       6 
20      6 

«.      d. 
44      3 
27      9 
17      6 

8,        d. 

40      3 
23      5 
16      5 

QUANTITIES  OP  BRITISH  WHEAT,  BARLEY,  AND  OATS,  SOLD  IN   THE 
PRINCIPAL  MARKET  TOWNS  OP  ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


[IX  QlIARTlM.] 

1847. 

1848. 

1849. 

1850. 

Wheat      . 

Barley                   .     . 

Oata         .        .        . 

4,687,617 

2,041,130 

960,834 

5.399,834 
2,401,130 
1,022,8/6 

4,453,983 

2,099,821 

851,080 

4,688.247 

2,236,271 

866,082 
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ERRATA  IN  POPULAR  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND, 

VOLUMES  v.,  VI.,  VII.,  VIII. 


VOL.  V. 

Page  SI,  line  15  from  top,  /or  nineteeDtli, — rtad  eighteentb. 

„     89     „       2  „  13tb,— reod  15th. 

„  104     „     14  „  1688,— react  1688  [1689]. 

„  107     „     82  „     '  Angast  2,-- rrad  July  2. 

,,  114     „     40  „  August, -^r«(we  July. 

„  121) 

to  \   heading,  /or  1690,— reod  1691. 

„  129) 

,,  150,  line  23  from  top,  f<yr  May, — read  June. 

„  174     „     22  „  20th,— read  28th. 

„  275     „     10  „  Hodges, — read  Hedges. 

,,  835     ,,5  „  Charles, — read  James. 

J,  356     ,,35  ,,  dispenung, — read  dispersing. 

,,  437     ,.    7-8  ,,  absurdities, — read  obscurities. 

,,  450     ,,32  „  seven, — read  nine. 

VOL.  VI. 

Page    X,  line  24  from  top,  for  Hood, — read  Howe. 

,  Frederickstall, — read  Prederickshall. 

,  1720,— 1-cad  1719. 

,  11th,— read  7tb. 

,  3rd, — read  4th. 

,  2l8t,— r«»d  20th. 

1751,— r«od  1758. 

,  Broune, — read  Brown. 

,  Severn, — read  Seven. 

,  Severn, — read  Seven. 

,  Loudoun, — read  Laudohn. 

,  the  30th  of  January, — ^read  the  &st  of  SOth  January. 

1^    449,  chapter  headings,  for  Lord  Hood, — read  Lord  Howe. 
„    465,  opposite  1774,  Louis  XVI.  is  inserted  under  the  heading  of  Germany  instead  of 
France. 

VOL.  VII. 

Page  88,  footnote,  fiyr  Windsor  and  Public  Library, — read  Windsor  and  Eton  Public  Library. 
,,    328,  line  13  from  top,  for  Quasdanowich, — read  Quosnadowich. 
„    328     „     24  „  4th,— rcod  14th. 

„    866     „     43  „  was,— read  were. 

,,    379     „     40  „  March, — read  February. 

„   450     ,,     31  „  6th,— read  26th. 

,,    458  for  a  correction  with  reference  to    the   name  of  Colin   Campbell,   see  Appendix, 

Annals  1858  ;  p.  593. 
,,    622,  line  4    from  top,  for  on, — read  or. 
„    528     ,,     33  ,,  22nd,— r«ad  2Ut. 

„    564     „     29  „  19tb,— read  18th. 

,,   572     ,,22  ,,  Dumourier,— read  Dumouriez. 

VOL.  VIIL 

Page  116,  line  32  from  top,  for  of  one  who, —read  of  him  who. 
„    138,  3rd  column,  line  24,  for  1818-1857,— read  1802-1856. 
,,    808,  line  26  from  top,  for  Hull, — read  Bradford  ;  for  forty-nine, — read  forty- three  ; 

for  ninety-nine, — read  a  hundred  and  six. 
„    381     „     22  „  Sir  John  Pamell,— read  Sir  Henry  Parnell. 
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ANNALS,  1849-1861. 


SEINO  ▲ 


BRIEF  CHRONOLOGICAL  ACCOUNT  OF  PUBLIC  EVENTS; 


SUMMARY  OF  LEGISLATION  AND  STATISTICS. 
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ANNALS,    1849-1861. 


1849. 

Irdia. — At  the  opening  of  Parliament  on  the 
let  of  Fehmary,  the  Royal  Speech  announced 
the  beginning  of  a  war  of  a  very  seiions  nature : 
**A  rebellion  of  a  formidable  character  has 
broken  out  in  the  Pu^jaub,  and  the  Governor- 
General  of  India  has  been  compelled  for  the 
preeerration  of  the  peace  of  the  country,  to 
aasemble  a  considerable  force,  which  is  now 
engaged  in  military  operatipna  against  the  in- 
■ni^gents.** 

[To  make  the  narrative  of  Indian 
Affairs  in  1849  intelligible,  we  must 
trace  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  war 
during  1848.]  ^ 

On  April  18,  1848,  Mr.  Van  Agnew 
and  lieutenant  Anderson,  in  company  with 
Khan  Singh,  the  newly  appointed  governor 
of  Mooltan,  had  reached  the  town  of  Mooltan, 
and  had  been  killed  in  a  quarrel  with  the 
troops  of  the  old  governor,  Dewan  Mooing  ; 
who  immediately  broke  out  into  open  rebellion. 
On  June  18,  lieutenant  Edwardes,  with  a  small 
British  force,  having  joined  the  forces  of  the 
Bajah  of  Bhawalpoor,  engaged  and  defeated 
the  army  of  Moolraj,  who  retreated  to  the 
town.  General  Whish  undertook  to  besiege  it, 
but  was  compelled,  by  the  desertion  of  Shere 
Singh  with  his  troops,  to  raise  the  siege  on 
Sept.  22.  He  fell  back  a  few  miles,  while 
lord  Gough  with  a  relieving  army  assembled 
at  Ferozepoor,  and  another  lu*ge  force  was  con- 
centrating at  Boree.  On  Oct.  9,  Shere  Singh 
separated  himself  from  Moolraj,  and  skilfully 
led  his  army  to  the  country  north-west  of  La- 
hore, and  south-west  of  Wuzeerabad.  Here  he 
was  joined  by  Chuttur  Singh.  On  Nov.  21,  lord 
Gough  found  them  entrenched  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Chenab,  behind  Ramnuggur,  with  nearly 
40,000  men  and  28  guns,  and  attacked  them. 
On  the  28rd  the  Sikhs  withdrew ;  on  Dec.  8, 
major-general  Thackwell  crossed  the  Chenab 
at  Wuzeerabad,  a  fight  took  place,  and  on  the 
4th  the  rebels  retreated  to  Jailam,  a  little 
beyond  which  place  they  strongly  entrenched 
themselves.  Lord  Gough  had  also  crossed  the 
Chenab^  but  stopped  Hi  further  fighting  till 


Mooltan  should  have  been  taken,  which  place 
was  then  being  besieged  by  general  Whisk. 
On  Dec.  21,  the  British  troops  with  their 
Indian  allies  advanced  to  the  attack,  they 
cleared  the  suburbs,  and  established  themselves 
within  500  yards  of  the  walls.  The  place  was 
heavily  cannonaded  till  the  29th,  when  several 
breaches  were  made,  a  granary  was  set  on  fire, 
and  several  small  magazines  exploded.  On 
the  30th  the  principal  nuigasine  containing 
nearly  800,000  lbs.  of  powder  blew  up,  killing 
the  Dewan*s  mother,  many  of  his  principal 
officers,  and  destroying  a  great  number  of 
houses,  moeques,  and  other  public  buildings. 
On  the  Slst  the  garrison  made  a  sortie,  but 
the  atack  was  repulsed  with  great  loss  to  the 
assailants. 

FTo  connect  the  notices  of  Foreign 
Anairs  in  1849,  we  give  the  following 
very  brief  abstract  of  events  in  1848.] 

Italy. — Insurrection  in  Sicily.  January  12. 
Provisional  government  proclaimed  in  Palermo. 
March  18.  Insurrection  in  Milan  against  the 
Austrians.  March  19.  The  Italian  flag  hoisted 
in  all  towns  of  North  Italy.  March  23.  The 
king  of  Sardinia  espouses  the  cause  of  Italian 
regeneration  against  Austria.  A(ay  15.  Fight- 
ing at  Naples  between  the  royal  troops  and  the 
National  Guard ;  the  city  given  up  to  pillage 
and  massacre  upon  the  defeat  of  the  people. 
May  29.  The  Austrians  defeated  at  Goito  by 
the  Sardinian  army  under  king  Charles  Albert. 
June  12.  The  whole  of  the  Venetian  territory, 
except  the  city  of  Venice,  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  Austrians.  July  27.  Retreat  of  the  Sar- 
dinian army,  after  six  days'  fighting  with  the 
Austrians.  August  4.  They  capitulated  to  the 
Austrian  Field-Marshal  Radetsky.  Sept  21. 
Armistice  between  Sardinia  and  Austria. 

Gbrxaht.  —March  1 3.  Revolution  at  Vienna 
— ^Prince  Mettemich  flies  from  the  city—Con- 
stitutional government  to  be  established. 
March  18.  A  week  of  commotion  and  fighting 
at  Berlin — A  new  ministry  appointed — An 
amnesty  proclaimed.  June  16.  Renewed  con- 
flicts in  Berlin.  July  12.  The  archduke  Johann 
of  Austria  installed  at  Frankfort  as  lieutenaiA- 
genend  of  Germany.     Oct.  6.  Insurrection  in 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


APPENDIX. 


679 


Vienna — ^Connt  Latoar,  the  minister  of  wir, 
assassinated.  Oct.  16.  The  emperor  of 
Austria  issues  a  prodamation  appointing  prince 
Windischgrlita  oommander-in-cbief,  and  an- 
nounces his  determination  to  put  down  by 
force  the  party  in  rebellion.  Oct.  28.  Win- 
dischgr&tz  attacks  Vienna  with  75,000  men. 
Not.  7.  The  imperial  troops  in  possession  of 
the  city — Hungarian  troops  Bent  to  assist  the 
insurgents  are  defeated.  Dec.  2.  Ferdinand 
n.,  emperor  of  Austria,  abdicates  in  &Tour  of 
his  nephew.  To  the  end  of  the  year  continued 
fighting  between  the  Hungarians  and  Austrians. 

Jan.  5,  Buda-Pesth  taken  by  the  Austrians, 
and  Kossuth  the  Hungarian  President  retires 
to  Debrecsin. 

Feb.  1,  Parliament  opened  by  the  Queen  in 
person.  She  said  in  her  speech  that  she  hoped 
the  joint-intervention  of  England  and  France 
would  produce  a  permanent  settlement  of  the 
troubles  in  SicUy,  and  stop  any  further  effusion 
of  blood.  Feb.  6,  the  ministers  brought  in 
a  Bill  to  continue  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act  in  Ireland  for  six  months,  which  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  J.  O'Connell  and  some  other 
Irish  members,  but  carried  through  all  its  stages 
by  large  majorities,  and  received  the  royal 
assent  on  the  27th.  Feb.  7,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  proposed  a  grant  of  50,000/.  for 
the  relief  of  the  distress  in  Ireluid,  which 
met  with  some  opposition,  but  ultimately 
passed  the  House  of  Lords  on  March  6. 

Feb.  8.  The  Soman  National  Assembly 
adopts  a  republican  form  of  government,  and 
divests  the  Pope  of  all  temporal  power;  against 
these  decrees  the  Pope  published  a  protest  on 
the  14th,  and  on  the  18th  appeals  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  powers  for  protection. 

March  6.  The  emperor  of  Austria  issues  the 
charter  of  a  new  constitution  for  the  whole 
empire.  It  contained  many  improvements, 
but  was  only  accepted  by  some  of  the  states. 

March  8.  The  Sardinian  government  recom- 
mences hostilities  t^nst  Austria,  and  on  the 
23rd,  the  Sardinian  army  was  utterly  routed 
at  Novara.  On  the  25th,  Carlo  Alberto  re- 
signed his  crown  in  favour  of  his  son  Victor 
Emmanuel. 

March  12.  The  second  reading  of  the  Navi- 
gation Bill  was  carried  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  266  against  210  ;  it  passed  the  House 
of  Lords  with  little  opposition,  and  received 
the  royal  assent  on  June  26. 

March  80.  Haynau,  the  Austrian  commander, 
takes  Brescia,  in  Italy,  with  great  slaughter  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  nearly  the  total  destruc- 
tion of  the  city. 

April  2.  Trial  of  the  Paris  insurgents. 
Barbes,  Albert,  Blanqui,  Sobrier,  and  Baspail, 
transported  for  various  periods. 

April  18.  Prince  Albert  laid  the  first  stone 
of  the  Great  Grimsby  Bocks. 

April  24.  The  Austrians  defeated  at  Gran  by 
the  Hungarians,  who  likewise  reocenpy  Pesth. 

April  26.  Civita  Veochia  occupied  by  French 
troops  under  general  Oudinot. 


April  29.  The  king  of  Prussia,  who  had 
been  elected  hereditary  emperor  of  Germany, 
by  the  National  Assembly  at  Frankfort^  on 
this  day  declined  by  his  plenipotentiary  the 
proffered  dignity,  and  rejected  the  Frankfort 
framed  constitution. 

May  1.  Meeting  of  Protectionists  held  in 
the  Hall  of  Commerce,  Threadneedle-street, 
London,  under  the  preoklency  of  the  duke  of 
Richmond,  to  form  an  associatian  for  the  pur- 
pose of  * '  arresting  the  progress  of  Free-trade ; " 
of  opposing  the  repeal  of  the  Navigation  Laws; 
and  of  re-establishing  Protection. 

May  7.  The  second  reading  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Oaths  Bill,  relieving  Jews  and  otiier 
dissenters  from  certain  parts  of  the  existing 
oath,  was  carried  by  278  to  185.  After  pass- 
ing the  Commons,  the  Bill  was  thrown  out  by 
the  Lords  on  June  26,  by  a  majority  of  95 
to  70. 

May  7.  An  insurrection  having  broken  out 
in  Dresden  on  the  3rd,  the  city  was  on  this 
day  bombarded  by  Prussian  and  Saxon  troops, 
and  the  insurgents  were  driven  out  of  the  town. 

May  11.  c£q  the  appeal  by  writ  of  error  to 
the  House  of  Lords  by  W.  Smith  O'Brien  and 
three  others,  the  judgment  was  confirmed,  and 
they  were  all  sentenced  to  transportation. 

May  16.  Prince  Albert  addressed  a  public 
meeting  of  the  Servants'  Provident  and  Bene- 
volent Society,  pointing  out  and  recommending 
the  advantages  of  vesting  savings  in  govern- 
ment annuities.  He  told  them  that  their 
society  was  founded  on  the  correct  principle 
•*  which  requires  every  man  by  personal  eaoer^ 
tions,  and  at  his  own  choice,  to  work  out  his 
own  happiness." 

May  19.  A  large  meeting  held  at  Cape  Town, 
to  express  the  indignation  of  the  whole  colony 
against  the  attempt  of  the  Colonial  Office  to 
make  the  Cape  a  penal  colony.  The  same 
feeling  had  been  expressed  at  previous  meet- 
ings. Subsequently  the  inhabitants  combined 
to  refuse  supplies  to  the  public  departments ; 
and  at  length  the  intention  was  abandoned. 

May  27.  The  Legislative  Assembly  of  the 
French  Republic  holds  its  first  sitting. 

June  8.  The  French  army,  commanded  by 
general  Oudinot,  commences  its  attack  on 
Rome.  After  a  brave  defence  it  was  sur- 
rendered on  July  3. 

June  4.  The  Incumbered  Estates,  Ireland, 
Bill  passed  the  House  of  Commons  after  a 
slight  opposition ;  it  received  the  royal  assent 
on  July  28. 

June  1 3.  A  red  republican  procession  visit  the 
National  Assembly  in  Paris,  ostensibly  to  pre- 
sent a  petition,  but  in  a  tlueatening  attitude. 
They  were  dispersed  by  the  troops  witiiont 
violence ;  but  Paris  is  thereupon  declared  in 
a  state  of  siege  by  the  Assembly ;  and  on  the 
14th  several  of  tiie  newspapers  were  ordered 
to  be  suppressed,  and  Ledru  Rollin  and  others 
to  be  prosecuted  for  conspiracy,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  excite  a  civil  war.  Several  of  the 
leaders  in  the  movement  succeeded  in  making 
their  escape.  <-^  t 
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June  21.  The  Riuauuis,  who  had  entered 
Hungary  in  aid  of  the  Anetrians,  take  Kroii- 
Btadt,  and  having  joined  the  Anstrian  army 
under  general  Wohlgemuth,  defeat  the  Hun- 
garians at  Ssered;  and  on  the  23rd  defeat 
them  again  at  Eperies.  On  August  2  the 
Busaians  captured  Dehreezin. 

June  27.  A  public  meeting  held  at  the 
London  Tavern,  London,  to  receive  a  deputa- 
tion from  Ireland,  on  the  subject  of  the  distress 
in  that  country. 

July  6.  The  German  army,  which  had  been 
sent  to  the  aid  of  the  Schleswig-Holstein  insur- 
gents, and  was  besieging  Fredericia,  defeated 
by  the  Danes,  who  took  1800  prisoners.  An 
armistice  for  six  months  between  Denmark  and 
Prussia,  was  concluded  on  the  10th. 

July  12.  Serious  affray  between  the  Orange- 
men and  the  Roman  Catholics  at  Dolly's  Brae, 
near  Gastlewellan,  in  Ireland.  Several  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  were  killed,  and  some  of 
their  houses  wrecked  and  burnt.  On  Sept.  18, 
a  majority  of  the  magistrates  in  petty  sessions, 
by  their  chairman,  the  earl  of  Roden,  refused 
to  take  informations  against  the  Orangemen, 
accused  of  the  offence.  The  refusal  was  re- 
peated on  Oct.  9,  for  which  the  earl  of  Roden 
and  two  other  justices  were  discharged  from 
the  magistracy. 

July  27.  An  insurrection  broke  out  in 
Cephidonia  and  Corfu,  which  was  suppressed, 
and  the  instigators  punished. 

Aug.  9.  The  Hungarians  after  various  alter- 
nations of  success  and  defeats  were  utterly 
rooted  at  Temeswar;  and  on  the  13th  the 
remains  of  the  army  and  G5rgey  surrendered 
to  the  Russians  at  Grosswardein. 

Aug.  22.  Venioe  surrendered  to  the  Austrians 
after  an  energetic  defence. 

Sept.  8.  Louis  Napoleon,  president  of  the 
French  Republic,  publishes  a  letter  to  colonel 
Ney,  insisting  on  a  general  amnesty,  a  secular 
administration,  and  other  improvements  for 
the  subjects  of  the  Pope. 

Sept.  16.  Prayers  offered  up  in  all  the 
churches  for  the  removal  of  the  cholera,  which 
was  raging  with  great  intensity.  It  continned 
to  prevail  during  the  autumn,  till  on  Nov.  15, 
thanksgivings  were  offered  on  its  cessation. 

Oct.  80.  The  president  of  the  French  Re- 
public dismisses  his  ministry. 

Nov.  3.  Sir  James  Ross  returns  from  an 
unsuccessful  search  after  sir  John  Franklin. 

Nov.  5.  Russia  and  Austria  require  Turkey 
to  withdraw  her  protection  from  the  Hun- 
garian ref  Qgees  who  had  fled  into  her  territory ; 
this  is  refused.  Turkey  appeals  to  England, 
and  on  this  day  the  British  fleet  entered  the 
Dardanelles ;  where,  however,  it  retamed  on 
the  13th  to  Besika  Bay. 

Nov.  7.  The  inauguration  of  the  Queen's 
College  at  Cork  took  place  on  this  day. 

Dec.  1.  The  queen-dowager  Adelaide  died  at 
Bentley  Priory,  Stanmore,  Middlesex,  aged  57. 

Dec.  16.  At  Mullinahone,  in  Tipperary,  a 
vast  assemblage  of  tenant-farmerB  and  cottiers 
met  to   petition  in  fisivour  of  tenant-right^ 


which  included  lower  rents  determined  by  a 
valnation,  compensation  on  quitting  for  per- 
manent improvements,  and  a  leaae.  This 
meeting  was  followed  by  many  others  with  the 
same  object. 

Dec.  28.  Letter  appeared  from  sir  Robert 
Peel  to  his  tenantry  on  "the  Present  State: 
and  Prospects  of  Agriculture.'* 

India.— On  Jan.  2,  18i9,  a  breach  waff 
made  near  the  Delhi  gate,  but  the  entrance 
was  not  found  practicable ;  but  the  Bombay 
column  had  forced  an  entrance  on  the  oppc^ 
site  side  of  the  town,  which  was  ultimatelj 
taken  possession  of  by  the  British  troops  ;  the 
fort  having  been  captured  on  the  following  day, 
while  the  citadel  still  remained  in  poeseasionr 
of  Moolnij.  On  Jan.  13,  lord  Gough  having 
advanced  towards  the  Jhelum  with  22,000  men. 
and  180  guns,  found  himself  in  front  of  the 
Sikh  army,  which,  under  the  command  of 
Shore  Singh,  occupied  a  long  line  from  Moong  to 
Russool.  Here  the  British  troops  were  halted, 
in  order  to  give  them  a  day's  rest  before  at* 
tacking  the  enemy.  The  Sikh  batteries,  how- 
ever, some  of  which  were  within  range,  oom- 
menoed  firing  on  the  British  position,  some  of 
the  shot  falling  close  to  the  commander-in- 
chief.  This  occasioned  him  to  change  his  plan^ 
and  a  cannonade  was  ordered  on  the  enemy's 
centre,  which  was  kept  up  on  both  sides  for 
an  hour  or  two.  Lord  Gough  ordered  a  flant 
movement  of  in&ntry  to  be  made  on  the  left, 
but  it  was  met  by  a  concealed  battery.  The 
repulse  occasioned  some  confusion.  A  regi> 
ment  of  light  dragoons  retreated  in  consequence 
of  a  misunderstanding  of  orders,  and  one  ca- 
valry regiment  turned  and  fled.  Night  put  an 
end  to  the  combat;  the  British  bivouackeif 
near  the  field  of  batUe,  and  the  Sikhs  with- 
drew. This  was  the  battle  of  Chillianwallah^ 
in  which  the  British  loss  was  731  men  killed, 
and  1446  wounded.  That  of  the  Sikhs  was  &r 
greater.  On  the  22nd,  Moolraj,  the  citadel  of 
Mooltan  having  become  untenable,  surrendered 
himself  and  his  garrison  unconditionally. 

On  Feb.  15,  lord  Gough  having  discovered 
that  Shore  Singh,  with  Uie  main  body  of  his 
army,  instead  of  leaving,  crossed  the  Jhelum, 
was  on  his  march  to  Lahore,  advanced  in  pur- 
suit. General  Whish  had  in  the  meantime  ar- 
rived at  Ramnuggur,  with  a  brigade  of  his 
force,  and  learning  that  Shore  Singh  was  ap- 
proaching Wuzeeraliad,  dispatched  col.  Byrne 
with  a  detachment  of  men  and  guns  to  prevent 
or  delay  his  crossing  the  Chenab.  This  was 
effected  ;  and  the  ^kh  army  encamped  itself 
near  Goojerat  The  British  forces  under  ge- 
neral Whish,  and  brigadiers  Markham  and 
Hervey,  were  then  enabled  to  cross  the  Chenab, 
and  co-operate  with  lord  Gough,  who  conti- 
nued to  advance.  On  Feb.  21  took  place  the 
battle  of  Goojerat.  Lord  Gough,  with  25, 00^ 
men  and  100  guns,  attacked  the  strongly  posted 
Sikh  army  of  60,000  men  and  59  guns.  After 
nine  hours  of  obstinate  fighting,  the  Sikhs  were 
totally  routed,  and  Shere  Singh  escaped  to  the 
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SaU  Saog«  Hills  with  only  8000  nen.  On 
Mftroh  8,  he  came  to  the  BritiBh  camp  to  pro- 
poee  a  capitulatioii,  but  was  told  that  nothing 
hot  an  unoonditiona]  turrender  would  be  ac* 
-cepted.  On  the  14th  this  was  made,  and  the 
Bikh  forcea  laid  down  their  anns. 

The  Afghans,  under  Dost  ICahomed,  had 
taken  a  hostile  part  against  the  British  during 
ihis  contest  They  had  taken  the  fort  of  At- 
:toek,  and  captnred  seTeral  British  officers.  Sir 
Wm.  Gibert  was  sent  against  them,  and,  after 
4K>me  other  snooeases,  on  March  21,  Dost  Ma- 
homed and  the  remnant  of  his  army  reached 
the  Khyber  Pass,  through  which  they  were 
Able  to  retreat  unmolested.  On  March  29,  the 
GK>?emor-General  of  India  issued  a  proohimation 
jthat  the  Ponjaub  was  annexed  to  the  British 
dominions.  In  July,  Moolny  was  tried  and 
ibund  guilty  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Agnew  and 
lieut  Anderson,  but  was  recommended  to 
jnercy,  and  in  September  he  was  sentenced  to 
be  transported  for  life. 

LEGISLATION.    Sxsnoir  12  &  13  Victoriji.  . 

Gap.  29.  An  Act  to  amend  the  Lamt  in  force 
/or  the  £ncouragement  of  Britieh  Shipping 
and  Navigation, 

Gap.  77.  Further  to  facilitate  the  State 
-and  Transfer  of  Ineumbered  Eetatte  in 
Ireland, 

Gap.  106.  To  amend  and  eomolidette  the 
Zetwt  relating  to  Bankruptcy. 

Gap.  11 1.  To  amend  the  Naieancee  Removal 
And  JHteaaee  Prevention  Act,  1848. 

Revenue,  52,951,7491  ;  Expenditure- 
Army  and  Ordnance,  8,881,141/.  ;  Navy, 
6,942,897/.;  for  all  objects,  50,858,623/.; 
Debt,  790,927,017/. 

Exports  of  British  and  Irish  Produce  and 
Manufactures,  63,596,025/. 

Emigration — to  North  American  Oolonies, 
41,867  ;  to  the  United  States,  219,450 ;  to 
'the  Australian  Colonies  and  New  Zealand, 
32,191  ;  to  all  other  places,  6490  :  total, 
299,498. 

Railway  Traffic :  Miles  open,  6031 ;  number 
x)f  passengers,  63,841,639;  traffic  receipts, 
11,806,498/. 

Number  of  Paupers,  812,523. 

1850. 

Jan.  3.  A  proclamation  issued  by  the  Queen, 
Appointing  a  Commission  for  the  Promotion  of 
the  Works  of  Industry  of  all  Nations,  to  be 
holden  in  1851,  of  which  prince  Albert  became 
the  acting  chief.  In  pursuance  of  this  object  a 
numerous  meeting  was  held  at  the  Mansion- 
house,  London,  on  the  25th. 

Jan.  10.  The  Enterprise  and  Investigator 
leave  Woolwich  in  search  of  sir  John  Franklin. 

Jan.  17.  A  meeting  of  the  Manchester  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  took  place,  in  order  to  con- 
aider  the  important  question  of  how  best  to 
insure  a  more  certain  and  steady  supply  of 
cotton.  Several  suggestions  were  offered,  but 
jio  important  mode  of  action  was  decided  on. 


Jan.  31.  Parliament  opened  by  oommission. 
The  speech  announced  the  happy  coutinoanoe 
of  peace  and  amity  with  foreign  powers ;  that 
the  differenoes  which  had  arisen  between  Aus- 
toia  and  Turkey  respecting  the  reception  of  th« 
Hungarian  refugees  was  peacefully  terminated ; 
that  the  United  SUtes  and  Sweden  had  granted 
reciprocity  to  British  ships;  the  speech  then 
referred  to  the  cholera,  and  to  the  loyal  recep- 
tion of  her  majesty  in  Ireland  ;  it  oongratulatad 
the  Houses  on  the  improved  condition  of  com- 
merce andmanufaotures,  and  upon  the  freedom 
of  the  kingdom  from  the  wars  and  convulsions 
which  had  prevailed  during  the  last  two  years 
on  the  continent  of  Europe. 

Feb.  4.  Social  riots  in  Paris  occasioned  by 
the  orders  for  the  police  to  out  down  the  trees 
of  liberty ;  this  continued  for  two  days,  but 
the  mobs  were  dispersed  by  the  troops. 

Feb.  6.  The  king  of  Prussia  takes  the  oaths 
to  the  new  constitution  agreed  upon  for  that 
kingdom. 

March  15.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
made  his  financial  statement  He  showed  that 
there  would  be  a  surplus  of  revenue,  with 
which  he  proposed  to  remove  the  duty  on 
bricks,  and  to  make  loans  for  purpoaea  of 
drainage  and  agricultural  improvement  to  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  Ireland. 

March  16.  The  king  of  Wttrtembeiig  opens 
his  States  Assembly  with  a  speech  attacking 
the  insidious  ambition  of  Russia,  and  announc- 
ing the  formation  of  a  league,  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  Austria,  between  Wiirtemberg,  Bava- 
ria, and  Saxony. 

March  21.  A  grand  banquet  was  given  at 
the  Mansion-house  by  the  lord  mayor  of  London 
to  the  mayors  of  188  towns,  to  the  foreign  am- 
I    bassadors,  the  ministers  and  prince  Albert,  to 
I   promote  and  forward  the  project  of  the  Great 
I   International  Exhibition.     In  his  speech  to  the 
I  meeting,  prince  Albert  said,  *'  It  must  indeed 
be  most  gratifying  to  me  to  find  that  a  sugges- 
tion which  I  had  thrown  out,  as  appearing  to 
me  of  importanoe  at  this  time,  should  have 
met  with  such  universal  concurrence  and  ap- 
probation." 

June  17.  In  the  House  of  Lords,  a  resolution 
was  moved  by  lord  Stanley  condemnatory  of 
the  foreign  policy  of  ministers  in  relation  to 
the  affairs  of  Greece,  which  was  carried  after 
some  debate  by  a  minority  of  37  against  minis- 
ters. On  the  20th,  Mr.  Roebuck  gave  notice 
in  the  House  of  Commons  of  his  intention  to 
move  a  resolution  approving  the  whole  foreign 
policy  of  the  government.  The  debate  on  this 
resolution  commenced  on  the  24th,  and  was 
continued  on  the  25th  and  the  28th,  when 
the  House  divided — For  the  resolution,  310  ; 
against  it,  264  ;  majority  in  favour  of  minis- 
ters, 46. 

July  2.  Sir  Robert  Peel  died  in  consequence 

of  %  fall  from  his  horse  on  June  29,  aged  62. 

On  July  4,   lord  John  Russell  pronounced  a 

I  panegyric  on  the  deceased  statesman,  and  sug- 

I  gested  a  public  funeral,  which  was  declined, 

'•  on  the  ground  of  his  own  expressed  wish,  '*  to 
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be  interred  without  ottentation  or  parede  of 
any  kind."  On  July  22,  a  nnmerooB  meeting 
was  held  at  Willis's  Booms  to  oonsider  of 
means  to  perpetuate  his  memory.  On  the  10th 
a  meeting  had  been  held  at  Bury  to  promote  the 
erection  of  a  monument  to  his  memory  at  his 
natire  place ;  and,  on  the  15th,  one  in  the  city 
of  London  for  a  national  testimonial. 

July  4.  A  protocol,  signed  in  London,  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Prussia,  and 
Sweden,  guaranteeing  the  integrity  of  the  ter- 
ritories of  Denmark.  A  peace  had  been  con- 
cluded between  Denmark  and  Prussia  on 
the  2nd  respesting  the  duchies,  but  the 
Sehleswig-Holsteiners  refnsed  to  submit.  On 
the  25th,  the  Danish  army  tot&lly  defeated  the 
insurgents  at  Idsted,  and  entered  the  town  of 
Sehleswig. 

July  22.  Lord  John  Russell  withdrew  in 
the  House  of  Commons  the  Jews*  Oath  of  Ab- 
juration BiU.  On  the  26th  the  Baron  de 
Bothschild  presented  himself  at  the  table  of 
the  House  to  take  the  oaths  as  member  for  the 
City  of  London,  but  on  saying  that  he  desired 
to  be  sworn  on  the  Old  Testament,  a  stormy 
debate  arose,  which  was  adjourned.  It  was 
resumed  on  the  29th,  and  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Hume  that  the  clerk  be  directed  to  swear 
the  baron  on  the  Old  Testament,  the  House 
divided  after  a  debate—for  the  motion  113, 
against  it  59. 

Aug.  18.  The  parliament  was  prorogued  by 
her  Msjesty  in  person. 

Aug.  28.  The  submarine  telegraph  wire  was 
sunk  between  Do?er  and  Cape  Giisnez,  near 
Calais. 

Aug.  80.  Prince  Albert  laid  the  foundation 
stone  of  the  National  Gallery  at  Bdinbnrgh. 
In  his  address  on  the  occasion  he  said—'*  Let 
us  hope  that  the  impulse  given  to  the  culture 
of  the  Fine  Arts  in  this  country,  and  the  daily 
increasing  attention  bestowed  upon  it  by  the 
people  at  large,  will  not  only  tend  to  refine 
and  elevate  tiie  national  tastes,  but  will  also 
tend  to  the  production  of  works,  which,  if  left 
behind  us  as  the  memorials  of  the  age,  will 
give  to  after  generations  an  adequate  idea  of 
our  advanced  state  of  civilization.*' 

Sept.  1.  The  Elector  of  Hesse  Cassel  declares 
his  dominions  in  a  state  of  siege  in  oonsequence 
of  the  Chamber  requiring  to  have  a  regular 
budget  laid  before  them,  in  concordance  with 
the  constitution  of  1831.  An  insurrection 
takes  place,  and  on  the  13th  the  Elector  fled 
to  Hanover.  He  is  restored  by  Austrian  and 
Bavarian  troops,  although  Prussia  declared 
her  intention  of  supporting  the  constitution 
against  the  Elector,  advanced  troops,  and  even 
took  poeses&ion  of  Cassel,  but  ultimately  with- 
drew them  on  Dec.  5 ;  and  on  Dec.  10  an 
order  was  issued  by  the  prime^minister  of 
Hesse,  for  the  immediate  payment  of  the 
taxes  refused  by  the  Chamber  under  pain  of 
fine  and  imprisonment. 

Sept.  10.  The  Boman  Catholic  Synod,  which 
had  met  at  Thurles  in  Ireland  on  Aug.  22, 
elosed  its  labours  by  condemning  the  establish- 


ment of  the  Queen's  Colleges,  and  proposing 
a  Boman  Catholic  univerBity. 

Oct  25.  A  return  banquet  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  the  great  International  Bxfaitn- 
tion  of  1851,  was  given  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
York  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  and  the 
mayors  of  the  principal  cities  and  boroughs  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  at  which  prince  Albert 
was  present.  On  his  health  being  drunk,  he 
pronounced  a  warm  eulogium  on  the  late  air 
Robert  PeeL  In  the  course  of  it  he  said,  **  If 
he  has  had  so  great  an  influence  over  this 
country,  it  was  from  the  nation  recognizing  in 
his  qualities  the  true  type  of  the  Bn^iah 
character,  which  is  essentially  practical. 
Warmly  attached  to  his  institutions,  and 
revering  the  bequests  left  to  him  by  the  in* 
dustry,  wisdom,  and  piety  of  his  forefathers, 
the  Englishman  attaches  little  value  to  any 
theoretical  scheme.  It  will  attract  his  atten- 
tion only  after  having  been  for  some  time 
placed  before  him  ;  it  must  have  been 
thoroughly  investigated  and  discussed  before 
he  will  entertain  it.  Should  it  be  an  empty 
theory,  it  will  fall  to  the  ground  during  this 
time  of  probation  ;  should  it  survive  this  trial, 
it  will  be  on  account  of  the  practical  qualitiea 
contained  in  it ;  but  its  adoption  in  the  end 
will  entirely  depend  upon  its  harmonising  with 
the  national  feeling,  the  historical  development 
of  the  country,  and  the  peculiar  nature  of  its 
institutions." 

Dec.  6.  Cardinal  Wiseman  was  enthroned  as 
an  archbishop.  The  act  caused  an  extreme 
agitation  throughout  the  country.  On  tiie 
10th  various  addresses  were  presented  to  her 
Majesty  on  the  subject  of  this  aggression. 

LEGISLATION.    Skssioh  13  &  14  VicrowiB. 

Cap.  2.  An  Act  to  restrain  Party  Proeet* 
sions  in  Ireland, 

Cap.  33.  To  make  more  tffectual  Pnm- 
turn  for  regulaJting  the  Police  of  Towng 
and  pojnUcfUS  Placee  in  Scotland,  and  for 
paving,  draining,  cleansing,  lighting,  asul 
improving  the  same.  This  is  the  first  general 
and  comprehensive  Act  for  the  management  of 
towns  in  Scotland. 

Cap.  52.  To  make  better  Provision  for  the 
Intennent  of  the  Dead  in  and  near  the 
Metropolis,  This  gives  power  for  the  forma- 
tion of  extra-mural  cemeteries,  and  forbids^ 
after  certain  orders  have  been  issued,  the 
burial  in  any  of  the  parish  churches  or  church- 
yards within  the  metropolitan  district. 

Cap.  59.  For  the  better  Oovemment  of 
her  Mqjesty's  Australian  Colonies,  farming 
the  colony  of  Victoria,  giving  a  representative 
constitution,  and  empowering  the  legislative 
body  to  levy  customs,  duties,  and  other  taxes. 

Cap.  65.  For  enabling  Town  Councils  to 
establish  Public  Libraries  and  Museums. 

Cap.  93.  For  improving  the  Conditions 
of  Masters,  Mates,  and  Seamen,  and 
maintaining  Discipline  in  the  Merchant  Ser* 
vice. 

Cap.    99.    For  the   better  assessing   and 
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collecting  th^  Poor  RaU»  and  Highway 
Hates  in  retpeci  of  email  Tenements.  The  Act 
gives  power  to  vestries  to  determine  whether 
tenements  of  a  rateable  Talve  of  not  more 
than  fH,  shall  be  rated  to  the  owners  or  the 
occupiers. 

Eevenue,  52,810,680/.  ;  Expenditure— 
Army  and  Ordnance,  8, 955, 06 U.  ;  Navy, 
6,437,883/.  ;  for  all  objects,  50,281,874/.; 
Debt,  787,029,162. 

Exports  of  Britinh  and  Irish  Produce  and 
Manufactures,  71,859,184/. 

Emigration — to  North  American  Colonies, 
32,961;  to  the  United  States,  223,078; 
to  the  Australian  Colonies  and  New  Zea- 
land, 16,087  ;  to  all  other  places,  8773 :  total, 
280,849. 

Eailway  Traffic  :  Miles  open,  6221;  number 
of  passengers  72,854,422;  traffic  receipts, 
13,204.668/. 

Number  of  Paupers,  761,087. 

1851. 

Jan.  2.  The  French  ministry  resigned  ;  on 
the  10th  the  Moniteur  contained  the  official 
list  of  the  new  ministry  appointed  by  the 
Prince  President.  The  new  ministen  were  on 
the  evening  of  the  10th  defeated  in  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  on  a  point  of  minor  impor- 
tance by  880  to  258.  On  the  18th  the  assem- 
bly passed  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the 
ministry,  by  417  to  278.  On  the  24th  a  mes- 
sage from  the  Prince  President  was  received, 
communicating  the  formation  of  a  Cabinet 
composed  of  persons  not  members  of  the 
assembly. 

Jan.  10.  General  Changamier  deprived  of  his 
offices  as  commander  of  the  National  Guards 
and  of  a  division  of  the  anoy* 

Jan.  27.  Earl  Grey,  the^lecretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  in  a  despatch  to  the  Governor 
of  Canada,  relinquished  to  the  provincial  legis- 
lature the  right  of  disposing  absolutely  of  the 
dergy  reserves  in  Canada. 

Feb.  4.  Parliament  opened  by  the  Queen  in 
person,  who  in  the  royal  speech  intimated 
that  a  bill  in  reference  to  ecclesiastical  tildes 
would  be  introduced  to  Parliament  in  conse- 
quence of  the  bull  recently  issued  by  the  Pope, 
appointing  certain  dioceses  in  England. 

Feb.  20.  Mr.  Locke  King  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  extend  the  10/.  franchise  to 
counties.  This  was  carried  against  the 
government  by  a  majority  of  100  to  52,  which 
circumstance,  coupled  with  the  smallness  of 
the  majority  (281  to  267)  in  &vour  of  govern- 
ment against  a  protectionist  motion  of  Mr. 
Disraeli  on  the  18th,  led  to  the  resignation  of 
the  ministry  on  the  22nd.  Lord  Stanley  and 
the  earl  of  Aberdeen  were  each  requested  to 
form  a  government,  but  neither  being  able  to 
do  80,  the  former  ministen  were,  by  the 
advice  of  the  duke  of  Wellington,  reinstated 
in  office,  and  resumed  their  phioes  on  the  8rd 
of  March. 

Mar.    10.     Public    meetings    of    English 


Roman  Catholics  held  in  Freemasons'  Hall, 
London,  to  petition  Parliament  against  the 
Ecclesiastical  Titles  Bill.  A  meeting  of  Irish 
Boman  Catholics  for  the  same  object  was  held 
in  Dublin  on  the  SOth  of  April. 

Mar.  18.  Opening  of  Owen's  College,  Man- 
chester, an  educational  institution  founded  in 
accordance  with  the  will  of  Mr.  John  Owen, 
who  bequeathed  100,000/.  for  the  purpose, 
with  the  oonditioli  that  no  religious  test  should 
be  applied  in  the  admission  of  students. 

Mar.  81.  The  decennial  census  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  taken  this  day. 

May  1.  The  Great  Exhibition  of  the  In- 
dustry of  All  Nations  opened  in  Hyde  Park 
by  the  Queen.  On  the  9th  ef  July  a  grand 
entertainment  was  given  at  the  Guildhall  in 
celebration  of  the  Great  Exhibition,  when  the 
Queen  and  prince  Albert  attended.  The  Ex- 
hibition was  closed  to  the  public  on  the  11th 
of  October.  On  the  15th  the  awards  of  the 
Juries  were  announced,  and  the  closing  cere- 
mony took  place.  The  total  number  of  ad- 
missions to  the  Exhibition  was  6,007,944, 
being  a  daily  average  of  upwards  of  43, 500. 
The  Urgest  attendance  was  on  Tuesday  the  7th 
of  October,  when  109,915  persons  were  ad- 
mitted. The  gross  receipts  w^e  about 
506,000/.  ;  the  expenses  about  880,000/. 
The  number  of  exhibiton  was  about  15,000. 

May  8.  Prince  Albert,  at  the  Koyal  Aca- 
demy dinner  on  this  day,  in  responding  to  the 
toast  proposed  by  the  president,  remarked  that 
**  We  have  now  on  the  one  hand  the  eager  com- 
petition of  a  vast  array  of  artists  of  every 
degree  of  talent  and  skill,  and  on  the  other  as 
judge,  a  great  public,  fur  the  greater  part 
wholly  uneducated  in  art,  and  thus  led  by 
I  professional  writers,  who  often  strive  to  impress 
the  public  with  a  great  idea  of  their  own 
artistic  knowledge  by  the  merciless  manner  in 
which  they  treat  works,  which  cost  those  who 
produced  them  the  highest  efforts  of  mind  and 
feeling.^' 

May  23.  Proclamation  issued  by  the  govern- 
ment of  New  South  Wales,  claiming  the 
royalty  of  the  newly- discovered  gold-fields  for 
the  Crown.  The  amount  of  gold  exported 
from  New  South  Wales  to  the  end  of  1851  was 
468,886/. 

June  17.  Mr.  Cobden  moved  an  address  to 
the  Crown,  praying  her  majesty  to  direct  the 
foreign  secretary  to  enter  into  communication 
with  the  French  Government  to  promote  a 
mutual  reduction  of  armaments.  Lord  Palmer- 
ston  objected  to  the  adoption  of  the  address^ 
while  he  expressed  the  general  concurrence  of 
the  government  in  its  principle  and  object. 
The  motion  was  withdrawn. 

Aug.  1.  The  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Great  Exhibition,  and 
many  other  distinguished  persons,  visited  Paris 
by  invitation,  and  were  entertained  for  several 
days  by  the  Municipality. 

Aug.  18.  Death  of  the  king  of  Hanover  in 
his  81st  year.  He  was  suoceededj^  his  son 
George  V.  ^-^^-^^-^^^^  ^v  GOOQK 
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Aug.  27.  Sabmenion  of  the  Great  Cable 
Telegraph  between  England  and  France.  It 
was  opened  for  public  nse  on  the  18th  of 
NoTember. 

Not.  4.  Opening  of  the  session  of  the  French 
LegisIatiTe  Assembly,  when  the  Prince  Presi- 
dent in  his  message  recommended  the  restora- 
tion of  nniTersal  soffirage.  On  the  18th  the 
Assembly  (by  353  votes  against  347)  threw 
out  the  bill,  which  had  been  proposed  by  the 
Ministry  in  accordance  with  the  President's 
message,  for  the  repeal  of  the  existing  electoral 
law  and  the  substitation  of  universal  suffrage. 

Bee.  2.  The  Prince  President  of  the  French 
Bepublic  issued  a  decree  dissolving  the  Legis- 
latiye  Assembly,  establishing  universal  sufi'rage, 
proposing  the  election  of  a  president  for  ten 
years  and  the  establishment  of  a  second 
Chamber ;  also  declaring  Paris  in  a  state  of 
siege.  MM.  Thiers,  Changamier,  Bedeau, 
Cavaignac^  Lamoricidre,  and  Charras,  were 
arrested,  and  placed  in  confinement  in  the 
Otftle  of  Yincennes.  About  180  members 
who  attempted  to  constitute  a  meeting  of  the 
Assembly,  with  H.  Benyer  at  their  head,  were 
likewise  arrested. 

Dec  18.  At  this  date  thirty-foar  depart- 
ments of  France  were  under  martial  law. 

Dec  21.  On  this  and  the  preceding  day  the 
votes  of  the  people  were  taken,  on  the  principle 
of  universal  suffrage,  on  the  question  of  the 
election  of  a  President  of  the  republic  for  ten 
years. 

Dee.  22.  Viscount  Palmerston  quitted  office. 
[See  parliamentary  explanation,  February  3, 
1852.] 

LEGISLATION.    Sbssioh  14  &  15  Victorijb. 

Cap.  19.  An  Act  for  the  better  Prevention  of 
Offences,  inflicting  punishments  for  attempts 
at  crime,  and  authorizbg  the  apprehension  of 
persons  found  in  possession  of  house-breaking 
instruments  at  night,  and  of  suspected  persons. 

Cap.  28.  For  the  well-ordering  of  Common 
Zodging-kouaesj  regulating  the  number  of 
lodgers,  and  all  other  matters  conducing  to 
cleanliness  and  health. 

C*p.  61.  For  providing  a  Metropolitan 
Market  and  Conveniences  connected  therewith 
in  lieu  of  the  Cattle  Market  at  Smithfield. 
The  market  is  now  held  in  the  Caledonian-road, 
Islington. 

Cap.  79.  To  consolidate  and  amend  the 
Laws  relating  to  the  RtguLalion  of  Steam 
Navigation^  and  to  Boats  and  Lights  to  he 
carried  by  Seagoing  VesseU. 

Cap.  83.  To  improve  the  Administration 
of  Justice  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  and  in 
the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council, 
This  is  the  Act  by  which  the  Court  of  Appeal 
in  Chancery  was  established. 

Cap.  99.  To  amend  the  Law  of  Evidence, 
Parties  to  a  sait  enabled  to  give  testimony,  and 
documents  to  be  produced  in  Courts  of  Common 
Law. 

Cap.  100.  For  further  improving  the  Ad- 
ministration of  Criminal  Justice,     Enabling 


the  judges  to  correct  errors  in  the  indictment 
not  material  to  the  merits  of  the  cause ;  re- 
moving certain  minute  details  from  indictmenti^ 
and  giving  juries  the  power  of  convicting  for  a 
crime  though  not  precisely  the  one  proved,  as 
in  case  of  a  charge  for  misdemeanor  or  embes- 
slement  which  may  tarn  out  to  be  a  larceny, 
the  criminal  may  be  found  guilty  in  the  form 
charged. 

Revenue,  52, 283, 006Z. ;  Expenditure— Army 
and  Ordnance,  8,723,9402. ;  Navy,  5,849,917/. ; 
for  all  objects,  49,506,610/. ;  Debt, 
782,869,382/. 

Exports  of  British  and  Irish  Produce, 
74,448,722/. 

Emigration — ^to  North  American  Colonies, 
42,605  ;  to  the  United  States,  267,357  ;  to 
the  Australian  Colonies  and  New  Zealand, 
21,582;  to  all  other  places,  4,472:  toUl, 
335,966. 

Bailway  Traffic  :  Miles  open,  6,890  ;  num- 
ber of  passengers,  85,391,095;  traffic  receipts, 
14,997,459/. 

Number  of  Paupers  in  England  and  Wales, 
1,146,986. 

1852. 

Jan.  1.  Installation  of  prince  Louis  Napo- 
leon as  President  of  the  French  Repubhc  for 
ten  years.  On  the  10th  eighty  three  members 
of  the  late  Legislative  Assembly  were  banished 
from  France,  and  575  persons,  arrested  for 
resistance  to  the  coup  d^itui  of  December  2nd, 
were  conveyed  to  Havre  to  be  transported  to 
the  penal  settlement  of  Cayenne,  in  Quiana. 

Jan.  9.  The  principal  engineering  firms  of 
London  and  Lancashire  discharged  their  work- 
men, and  closed  their  works,  rather  than 
submit  to  the  demands  of  the  Amalgamated 
Society  of  Operative  Engineers  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  piece-work  and  overtime.  This  un- 
happy dispute  lasted  several  months,  at  great 
cost  both  to  masters  and  operatives,  and 
occasioned  much  distress  among  the  families  of 
the  workmen. 

Feb.  3.  Parliament  opened  by  the  Queen. 
The  royal  speech  recommended  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  Reform  Act  of  the  late  reign,  with  a 
view  to  its  amendment  on  some  pointa.  In  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  the  debate  on  the 
address  lord  John  Russell,  in  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion, explained  the  circumstances  under  which 
lord  Palmerston  had  quitted  office.  Lord 
Palmerston,  as  foreign  secretary,  had  sent  a 
despatch  of  importance  in  which  his  colleagues 
had  not  concurred,  and  he  had  hastily  expressed 
his  approbation  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Prince 
President  of  the  French  Republic  in  the  coup 
d'etat  of  December  2nd. 

Feb.  9.  New  Reform  Bill  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Commons  by  lord  John  Russell,  by 
which  the  franchise  was  proposed  to  be  5/. 
rated  yearly  value  in  boroughs,  and  20/. 
occupation,  or  10/.  copyhold  rated  yearly  value 
in  counties. 
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Feb.  20.  Defeat  of  government  on  the  Local 
Iblilitia  Bill,  an  amendment  by  lord  Palmerston 
that  the  force  should  he  general  instead  of  local 
'being  carried  by  136  votes  to  125.  In  con* 
sequence  of  this  vote  lord  John  Busseirs 
ministry  resigned  on  the  2l8t» 

Feb.  27.  The  earl  of  Derby,  having  accepted 
the  Premiership,  explained  in  the  House  of 
Lords  the  intended  xx>licy  of  his  Cabinet.  He 
said  that  the  question  of  protection  to  agricaU 
tare  was  one  to  be  solved  only  by  a  refereoce 
to  the  well  understood  and  clearly  expressed 
opinion  of  the  people.  The  members  of  lord 
Derby's  Cabinet  were  as  follows : — Karl  of 
Derby,  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury ;  earl  of 
Lonsdale,  President  of  the  Council ;  lord  St. 
Leonards,  Lord  High  Chancellor  ;  marquess  of 
Salisbury,  Lord  Privy  Seal ;  Rt.  Hon.  B.  Dis- 
raeli, Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  Rt.  Hon. 
S.  H.  Walpole,  Secretary  of  State  for  Home 
Affairs;  earl  of  Malmesbury,  Foreign  Secre- 
tary ;  Rt.  Hon.  sir  J.  S.  Pakington,  Colonial 
Secretary ;  duke  of  Northumberland,  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty ;  Rt.  Hon.  J.  C.  Herries, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Control ;  Rt.  Hon. 
J.  W.  Henley,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade ;  lord  J.  J.  R.  Manners,  Commissioner 
of  Woods  and  Forests. 

March  2.  Re-organization  of  the  Anti-Corn 
Leagne  in  consequence  of  the  accession  to  power 
of  a  protectionist  ministiy. 

June  1.  Rlectric  Telegraph  opened  through- 
out from  London  to  Dublin. 

July  1.  Parliament  closed  by  the  Queen  in 
person,  and  dissolved  by  proclamation.  A  new 
Parliament  called. 

July  14.  Death  of  the  duke  of  Wellington 
at  Walmer  Castle,  Dover,  in  his  84th  year, 
after  a  slight  illness.  His  death  took  place  as 
if  he  bad  fallen  asleep  in  his  chair.  On  the 
18th  of  November  his  remains  were  interred  in 
Si.  Paul's  Cathedral  near  those  of  Nelson, 
being  conveyed  thither  by  military  procession 
along  the  streets  of  London.  On  the  6th  of 
December  the  House  of  Commons  voted 
30,0002.  for  the  expenses  of  the  funeral. 

Oct.  7.  At  a  public  dinner  at  Bordeaux  the 
Prince  President  of  the  French  republic  deli- 
vered a  speech,  in  which  he  made  the  declara- 
tion that  "  The  empire  is  peace.'* 

Nov.  4.  The  French,  senate  received  a  mes- 
J3age  from  the  prince  president  recommending 
the  re-establish  men  I  of  the  empire, 

Nov.  11.  The  Queen  opened  parliament  in 
person.  The  earl  of  Derby  stated  that  he  was 
prepared  to  bow  to  the  decision  of  the  country 
in  favour  of  free-ti'ade,  as  indicated  by  the 
result  of  the  elections  for  the  present  parlia- 
ment. 

Dec.  1.  The  French  Corps  L^gislatif  pro- 
claimed the  definitive  result  of  the  voting  on 
the  plebiscite  respecting  the  re-establishment  of 
the  empire,  as  follows  :— Ayes,  7,864,189; 
Noes,  253,145;  Null,  68,3-.^6.  The  prince 
president,  in  accepting  the  imperial  dignity, 
took  the  title  of  Napoleon  III. 
Dec  6.  Ministers  announced  in  both  Houses 


of  Parliament  that  the  government  had  recog* 
nized  the  re-establishment  of  the  empire  in 
France,  and  Napoleon  HI.  as  Kmperor. 

Dec.  1 6.  On  the  debate  on  the  ministerial 
budget,  which  continued  thi-ough  four  sittings 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  government  was 
left  in  a  minority  of  19— the  votes  in  favour  of 
ministers  being  286,  against,  305.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  vote,  the  earl  of  Derby's 
ministry  resigned  office  on  the  1 7th,  and  the 
earl  of  Aberdeen  accepted  the  Premiership. 
The  new  Cabinet  was  composed  as  follows  : — 
earl  of  Aberdeen,  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury ; 
earl  Granville,  President  of  the  Council ;  lord 
Cran worth.  Lord  High  Chancellor ;  duke  of 
Argyll,  Lord  Privy  Seal ;  Kt.  Hon.  W.  E. 
Gladstone,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ; 
viscount  Palmerston,  Secretary  of  State  for 
Home  Affairs ;  earl  of  Clarendon,  Foreign 
Secretary ;  duke  of  Newcastle,  Colonial  Secre- 
tary ;  sir  James  Graham,  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty ;  sir  Charles  Wood,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Control ;  Rt.  Hon.  Sidney  Herberl, 
Secretary  at  War ;  sir  W.  Molesworth,  Com- 
missioner of  Parks  and  Public  Buildings ; 
marquess  of  Lansdowne,  and  lord  John  Russell, 
without  office. 

Dec.  20.  Proclamation  issued  by  the  Go- 
vernor-General of  India,  annexing  Pegu  as  a 
province  to  the  British  territory  in  India. 

Dec.  31.  The  amount  of  gold  exported  from 
the  Colony  of  New  South  Wales  during  1852 
was  2,660,946/. 

LEGISLATION.    Sessioh  15  &  16  Victobijs. 

Cap.  12.  Copyright  Amendment  Act,  for 
carrying  into  effect  a  convention  with  France 
on  the  subject  of  copyright,  by  which  the  right 
of  translation  is  mutually  reserved  on  pub- 
lishing a  notice  to  that  effect  with  the  work. 

Cap.  31.  To  legalise  the  formation  of  In- 
dustrial and  Provident  Societies, — enabling 
them  to  pay  officers,  sue  for  subscriptions,  to 
carry  on  trades,  &c,  on  being  registered.  This 
is  the  Act  under  which  Co-operative  Societies 
are  formed. 

Cap.  51.  Enfranchisement  of  Copyholds, 
By  this  Act  any  lord  of  the  manor  or  tenant 
may  compel  or  require  enfranchisement  on  cer- 
tain defined  terms. 

Cap.5().  For  regulating  the  Qualifications  of 
Pharmaceutical  Chemists, — enabling  exami- 
ners appointed  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
to  grant  certificates  to  persons  who  have  satis- 
factorily passed  an  examination,  who  may  then 
assume  the  title  of  Pharmaceutical  Chemists ; — 
a  penalty  of  51.  is  imposed  on  any  one  assuming 
the  title  without  having  a  certificate. 

Cap.  76.  7h  amend  the  Process,  Practice, 
and  Mode  of  Pleading  in  the  Superior  Courts 
of  Common  Law  at  Westminster,  and  in  the 
Superior  Courts  of  the  Counties  Palatine  of 
Lancaster  and  Durham.  An  important  Act, 
making  great  alterations  in  and  simplifying  the 
proceedings  in  the  Common  Law  Courts. 

Cap.  83.  For  amending  the  Law  for  grant' 
ing  Patents  for  Inventions, — Reducing    the 
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payment  of  fees  on  the  first  grmnt  of  a  patent, 
and  regulating  the  periods  of  payment  for 
lengthened  terms  of  years. 

Reyenue,  53, 210, 07 U.  ;  Bxpenditure— 
Army  and  Ordnance,  9,509,962/.  ;  Navy, 
6,625,944/.  ;  for  all  objects,  50,792,512/.  ; 
Pebt,  779,365,204/. 

Exports  of  British  and  Irish  Produce, 
78,076,854/.   . 

Emigration— to  North  American  Colonies, 
32,873;    to  the  United     States,   244,261;   | 
to  the  Australian  Colonies  and  New  Zealand, 
87,881 :    to  ail  other  places,    3,749  :  total, 
368,704. 

Railway  TraiSc  :  Miles  open,  7,336;  num- 
ber of  passengers,  89,135,729  ;  traffic  receipts, 
15,710,554/. 

Number  of  Paupers,  1,080,953. 

1853. 

-  Jan.  30.   The  emperor  Napoleon  III.  mar- 
ried to  Mdlle.  de  Montijo,  duchess  of  Teba. 

Feb.  17.  The  duke  of  Newcastle  sUfced  in 
the  House  of  Lords  that  the  transportation  of 
convicts  to  the  Australian  Colonies  would  no 
longer  be  resorted  to,  except  in  the  case  of 
Western  Australia. — Termination  of  the  Kafir 
War  by  the  submission  of  the  Chiefs  Macomo, 
Sandilli,  and  Kreili. 

Har.  4.  Inauguration  of  general  Pierce  as 
President  of  the  United  States  of  North 
America. 

Mar.  22.  A  Treasury  Minute  issued  au- 
thorixing  the  establishment  of  mints  in  Au- 
stralia. 

April  1.  Manchester  constituted  a  city  by 
royal  charter. 

April  8.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
brought  forward  his  plans  for  a  modification  of 
the  form  of  the  National  Debt,  the  object  being 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  permanent  irredeem- 
able 2}  per  cent,  stock.  The  resolutions  em- 
bodying this  plan  were  adopted  by  the  House 
of  Commons. 

April  18.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
introduced  his  budget,  in  which  he  proposed  to 
repeal  the  duties  leviable  on  105  articles,  of 
which  tbe  principal  item  was  soap ;  and  to 
make  important  reductions  in  the  duties  levi- 
able on  126  articles,  including  the  stamp  duties 
on  receipts  and  life  assurance  policies,  and  the 
duties  on  advertisements  and  on  tea.  He  pro- 
posed ako  to  extend  the  income-tax  to  Ireland, 
and  to  widen  its  range,  so  as  to  inclade  incomes 
between  100/.  and  150/.,  and  to  bring  real 
property  within  the  operation  of  the  legacy 
duty. 

May  12.  The  Great  Exhibition  of  Industry 
of  Ireland  opened  in  Dublin  by  the  lord-lieu- 
tenant. 

June  20.  Peace  with  Birmah  proclaimed  by 
the  governor-general  of  India. 
.    Nov.  7.  Thirty-three  persons  tried  at  Paris 
for  plotting  to  assassinate  the  emperor  Napo- 
leon.    Ten  received  sentence  of  transportation 


for  life ;  the  others  were  sentenced  to  various 
terms  of  imprisonment. 

Nov.  15.  Death  of  Donna  Maria  XL,  queen 
of  Portugal.  She  was  succeeded  by  her  eldest 
sou,  Don  Pedro  VIII. 

Dec.  31.  The  amount  of  gold  exported  from 
New  South  Wales  in  1853  was  1,781,172/. 

The  following  events  are  preliminary 
to  the  War  with  Russia  in  1854-5 : — 

On  the  3rd  of  May  prince  Menxikoff,  the 
Russian  ambassador  to  the  Porte,  presented 
the  tUlimatum  of  the  Russian  government  on 
certain  matters  in  dispute  between  the  Czar 
and  the  Sultan.  On  the  22nd  prince  Menxi- 
koff left  Constantinople.  On  the  4th  of  June 
orders  were  transmitted  by  the  English  and 
French  governments  to  the  commanders  of 
their  Mediterranean  fleets  to  approach  the 
Dardanelles  without  delay.  On  the  16tb  of 
June  the  Porte  finally  rejected  the  Russian 
uUimatum.  On  the  26th  the  emperor  of 
Russia  issued  a  manifesto  against  the  Porte,  in 
which  he  announced  the  marching  of  Russian 
armies  upon  the  Danubian  provinces  of  Tur- 
key. On  the  2nd  of  Jaly  the  Russian  army 
crossed  the  Pruth,  thus  invading  the  Turkish 
territory.  On  the  27th  of  September  the 
Porte  declared  war  against  Russia ;  and  on 
the  Ist  of  October,  appealed  to  France  and 
England  for  material  aid  in  the  war.  The 
English  and  French  fleets  entered  the  Bos- 
phoruB  on  the  22nd  October.  On  the  3rd  of 
November  the  Russians  placed  Moldavia  and 
Wallachia  under  martial  Uw.  On  the  4th  the 
Turks  were  attacked  at  Oltenitza  by  general 
Dannenberg,  with  9000  Russians,  when  the 
Russians  were  repulsed  with  a  loss  of  1200 
men.  On  the  30th  the  Turkish  fleet  lying  in 
the  harbour  of  Sinope,  with  the  citadel  and 
town  of  Sinope,  were  destroyed  by  the  Russian 
admiral,  Nachimoff.  On  the  3rd  of  December 
the  combined  fleets  of  England  and  France 
entered  the  Black  Sea,  on  ^e  demand  of  the 
Porte,  on  which  the  Russian  fleet  retired 
within  the  harbour  of  SebastojK)!.  On  the  5th 
a  protocol  was  signed  at  Vienna  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  France,  England,  Austria,  and 
Prussia,  for  the  re-establishment  of  peace 
between  Russia  and  Turkey,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  integrity  of  the  Ottoman 
empire  as  an  essential  condition  of  the  balance 
of  European  power. 

LEGISLATION.    Sessiok  16  &  17  Victobijs. 

Cap.  15.  An  Actio  Hmii  Uie  time  of  taking 
the  Poll  in  Counties  at  eoniested  Elections  for 
Knifjhts  of  the  SfUre  to  serve  in  Parliament 
in  England  and  Wales  to  one  day. 

Cap.  51.  For  granting  to  her  Majesty 
Duties  on  Succession  to  Property,  and  for 
altering  certain  Provisions  of  the  Acts  charg- 
ing Duties  on  Legacies  and  Shares  of  Perso- 
nal Estates.  Succession  duties  are  laid  on  real 
estates  by  this  Act,  the  rate  varying  according 
to  the  nearness  of  consanguinity. 

Cap.  73.  For  the  Esiablishmeni  of  a  Body 
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of  Naval  Ceatt  VolutUeers,  and  for  the  Unn* 
porary  iranafer  to  the  Navy  in  cote  of  need, 
of  eeafarvng  men  employed  in  other  Servicea. 
Enables  yolanteers  to  enter  for  a  period  of  five 
years,  daring  which  period  they  are  to  be 
trained  to  the  navy  for  a  time  not  ezoeeding  28 
days  in  each  year,  and  in  case  of  imminent 
danger  to  be  called  into  actual  serrioe,  but  not 
to  be  sent  more  than  100  leagues  from  the 
coast  daring  exercise  and  actnal  service.  They 
are  to  receive  the  same  allowanoes  as  able 
seamen.  While  Yolonteers  they  are  exempt 
from  serving  in  the  navy  or  militia,  and  a  regu- 
lated bounty  is  given,  which  is  not  to  exceed  6/. 

Gap.  99.  To  anbHitute,  in  certain  Caaea, 
other  Puni^iment  in  lieu  of  Tranaportation, 
— Penal  imprisonment  is  substituted  by  this 
Act. 

Gap.  137.  For  the  better  Adminiatration  of 
Charitable  Truata,  Gommissiooers  are  ap- 
pointed, with  powers  to  investigate  the  aflhirs 
of  any  charitable  trusts,  and  authorize  legal 
proceedings  to  enforce  the  proper  fulfilment 
of  the  trust  if  it  should  be  necessary. 

Eevenue,  54,430,344Z. ;  Expenditure- 
Army  and  Ordnance,  9, 42 5, 07 9 i  ;  Navy, 
6,640,596/.;  for  aU  objects,  51,174,839; 
Debt,  771, 335,  SOU. 

Exports  of  British  and  Irish  Produce, 
98,933,781/. 

Emigration — to  North  American  Colonies, 
34,522;  to  the  United  States,  230,885;  to 
Australian  Colonies  and  New  Zealand,  61,401 ; 
to  all  other  places,  3,129  :  total,  829,937. 

Railway  Traffic  :  Miles  open,  7, 686  ;  num- 
ber of  passengers,  102,286,660;  traffic  receipts, 
18,035,879/, 

Number  of  Paupers,  1,016,081. 

1854. 

[The  principal  eyenta  of  the  War  with 
Russia,  which  will  fill  so  large  a  space  in 
the  History  of  the  years  1854  and  1865, 
will  be  given  separately  from  other  events 
in  our  Annals  oi  those  two  years.] 

Jan.  31.  In  opening  parliament  queen  Vic- 
toria, in  the  speech  from  the  throne,  expressed 
her  regret  that  the  endeavours  made  by  her  in 
conjunction  with  the  emperor  of  tiie  French, 
had  failed  to  procure  an  amicable  settlement 
of  the  differences  which  had  arisen  between 
Russia  and  Turkey.  On  the  6th  of  February 
the  Russian  ambassador  withdrew  from  Paris, 
and  on  the  8th  baron  Brunnow,  the  Russian 
ambassador  at  the  British  courts  left  England. 
On  the  20th  the  Grenadier  and  Coldstream 
Guards  embarked  at  Southampton  for  Turkey. 
Other  troops  followed  in  rapid  succession.  On 
the  nth  of  March  the  Queen  reviewed  at  Spit- 
head  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  admiral 
sir  Charles  Napier,  previous  to  its  sailing  for 
the  Baltic.  On  the  12Ui  a  treaty  of  alliance 
between  France,  England,  and  Turkey,  was 
signed  at  Constantinople.    March  25.  Ibigland 


and  France,  having  sent  an  uUimaium  to  the 
Russian  emperor,  received  an  answer  to  the 
effect  that  the  Czar  had  no  answer  to  send. 
War  against  Russia  declared  on  the  27th  by 
France,  and  on  the  28th  by  Great  Britain. 
On  the  21st  of  April  Odessa  was  bombarded 
by  the  French  and  English  fleets.  On  the 
10th  of  May  the  "Tiger"  war-steamer  ran 
ashore  near  Odessa  in  a  dense  fog  ;  in  this 
position  she  was  attacked  by  the  Russians  who 
disabled  her,  and  took  her  crew  of  two  hundred 
men  prisoners.  On  the  17th  Silistria  was 
invested  by  the  Russians,  who^  after  a  siege  of 
forty  dajs,  abandoned  their  operations  against 
the  place.  Two  British  officers,  captain  Butler 
and  lieutenant  Nasmyth,  encouraged  and  di- 
rected the  Turks  in  their  heroic  defence.  On 
the  29th  of  May  the  allied  troops  disembarked 
at  Varna,  where,  during  the  period  of  their 
encampment,  they  suffered  greatly  from  disease 
and  insufficient  accommodation.  On  the  29th 
of  June  the  Russian  batteries  at  the  Sulina 
mouth  of  the  Danube  were  destroyed  by  two 
British  steamers.  In  the  Baltic  the  fortress  of 
Gustafsvaem  was  bombarded  by  the  British 
fleet  on  the  22nd  of  May.  The  British  force 
was  reinforced  by  ten  thousand  French  troops, 
who  lefb  Boulogne  on  the  15th  of  July  in  British 
ships  of  war.  On  the  16th  of  August  the  fort 
of  Bomarsund,  with  a  garrison  of  2000  men, 
surrendered  to  the  allied  fleet,  after  three  daye^ 
bombardment.  On  the  15th  of  September  the 
Russians  evacuated  Moldavia,  after  which  the 
Danubian  provinces  were  garrisoned  by  the 
Austrians.  On  the  14th  of  September  the 
allied  forces  landed  in  the  Crimea,  on  the 
western  shore,  near  45**  N.  lat.,  without  oppo- 
sition. The  army  included  23,000  French, 
25,000  British,  and  8000  Turks.  On  the 
20th  the  first  conflict  with  the  Russians  in  the 
Crimea  took  place  in  the'  battle  of  the  Alma, 
in  which  the  Russians  were  completely  worsted. 
On  the  26th,  after  a  forced  march  of  fourteen 
hours,  the  allied  forces  occupied  Balaklava, 
and  subsequently  encamped  before  Sebastopol. 
On  the  29  th  marshal  St.  A  maud,  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  French  forces,  fell  a 
victim  to  disease  after  having  transferred  his 
command  to  general  Canrobert.  On  the  17th 
of  October  the  bombardment  of  Sebastopol  by 
the  allied  armies  and  fleets  commenced.  On 
the  25th  the  Russians  attacked  the  allies  at 
Balaklava,  but  were  repulsed  with  loss.  By 
an  unhappy  misreading  of  an  order  of  lord 
Raglan,  the  earl  of  Lucan  directed  the  light 
ca'nilry  to  charge  the  overwhelming  Russian 
force.  Of  607  men  who  went  into  the  action, 
only  198  returned.  On  the  5th  of  November 
the  battle  of  Inkerman  was  fought^  in  which 
the  *Russian8,  in  immense  numbers,  attempted 
a  surprise  before  daybreak,  but  were  obliged 
to  retire  with  a  loss  of  about  10,000  killed 
and  wounded.  The  struggle  lasted  the  entire 
day.  On  the  14th  a  violent  storm  occurred 
in  the  Black  Sea,  which  destroyed  many  store 
ships,  and  caused  great  calamities  on  shore. 
This  was  followed  by  a  seasoji  of  in^se  suffer- 
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iug  amongst  the  troope;  the  roads  were  im-   ' 
passable ;  the  weatlier  was  bitterly  cold  ;  men 
and  horses,  ill  supplied  with  food  and  shelter,    ' 
perished  in    large  nambeis,    whilst   medical 
attention  and    hospital    accommodation  were 
woefully  deficient.     This  being  known  at  home 
from  the  reports  of  the  correspondents  of  the   ; 
newspapers,  gave  rise  to  great  dissatisfaction   ' 
with  the  management  of  affairs,  and  private   I 
.subscriptions  to  a  large  amouut  were  speedily    | 
raised  to  mitigate  the  distress.     Miss  Nightin- 
.gale  organised  a  numerous  staff  of  nurses,  and 
proceeded  with  them  to  Coustantinople,    to 
superintend  the  hospitals,  which  were  princi- 
pally at  Scutari,  and  to  attend  the  sick  and 
wounded,  by  which  attention  the  IvTes  of  many 
iiundreda  were  saved. 

June  10.  Crystal  Palace  at  Sydenham  opened 
by  queen  Victoria. 

Sept.  1 .  The  emperor  Napoleon  entertained 
at  Boulogne  the  king  of  the  Belgians,  the 
king  of  Portugal,  and  the  prince  consort  of 
England. 

Sept.  9.  The  deaths  from  cholera  in  London 
for  the  week  ending  this  day  were  2050.  In 
three  months,  August,  September,  and  Octo- 
ber, 10,500  persons  (lied  of  cholera  in  London. 

LEGISLATION.  Session  17  &  18  Victorijb. 

Cap.  6.  An  Actio  admit  Foreign  Ships  to 
the  Cooiting  Trade.  Foreign  vessels  are  ad- 
mitted on  paying  the  same  duties  as  British 
ships. 

Cap.  38.  For  the  Suppression  of  Gaming 
Houses, 

Cap.  74.  To  render  Reformatory  and  In- 
dustrial ScJiools  tn  Scotland  more  available 
for  the  benefit  of  Vagrant  Children.  Young 
persons  under  fourteen  found  begging,  and 
-without  visible  means'  of  subsistence,  may  be 
sent  to  these  schools  without  being  charged 
with  crime. 

Cap.  114.  To  extend  the  Rights  enjoyed  by 
the  Graduates  of  the  Universities  of  Oxford 
and  Cambridge,  in  respect  to  the  Practice  of 
FhysiCf  to  the  Graduates  of  the  University  of 
London,  Bachelors  and  doctoi-s  of  medicine 
are  privileged  to  practise  as  physicians  in  the 
■same  manner  as  graduates  of  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge, but  this  privilege  does  not  extend  to 
^urgtry,  pharmacy,  or  mid- wife ry. 

Kevenue,  56,822,509/.  ;  Expenditure- 
Army  and  Ordnance,  1 1,876, 2 7 'i/.  ;  Navy, 
12,182,769/.  ;  for  all  purposes,  60,031,56b/.  ; 
Debt,  775,041,272/. 

Exports  of  British  and  Irish  Produce, 
57,184,726/. 

Emigration — to  North  American  Colenies, 
48,761;  to  the  United  States,  19;3,065;  to 
Australian  Colonies  and  New  Zealand,  83,237; 
to  other  places,  3,366  :  total,  323,429. 

lUilway  Traffic  :  Miles  open,  8,054  ;  num- 
ber of  passengers,  111,206,707  ;  traffic  re- 
ceipts, 20,215,724/. 

Number  of  Paupers,  1,004,063. 


1855. 

Jan.  25.  Lord  John  BusscH  retired  from 
office  in  consequence  of  an  approaching  diacoB- 
sion  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  a  motion  of 
which  Mr.  Aoebuck  gave  notice  on  the  23rd 
for  a  select  committee  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
dition of  our  army  before  Sebastopol,  and  into 
the  conduct  of  the  commissariat  and  medical 
departments  of  the  army. 

Jan.  31.  Resignation  of  lord  Aberdeen's 
cabinet,  in  consequence  of  the  defeat  of  the 
government  on  the  29th,  in  the  division  on 
Mr.  Koebuck's  motion ;  the  votes  being  805 
against  ministers  and  148  in  their  favour. 
The  earl  of  Derby  was  invited  by  the  Queen 
to  undertake  the  formation  of  a  government, 
but  declined  ;  lord  Palmerston  accepted 
the  responsibility,  and  the  members  of  his 
cabinet  were  sworn  into  office  on  the  Sth 
of  February.  The  ministry  stood  thus :  vis- 
count Palmerston,*  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury; earl  Granville,  President  of  the  Council ; 
lord  Cranworth,  Lord  High  Chancellor  ;  duke 
of  Argyll,  Lord  Privy  Seal ;  Right  Hon.  W.  E. 
Gladstone,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  sir 
George  Grey,  Secretary  of  State  for  Home 
Affairs  ;  earl  of  Clarendon,  Foreign  Secretary ; 
Right  Hon.  Sidney  Herbert,  Colonial  Secretary  ; 
lord  Pan  mure,  War  Secretary  ;  Right  Hon.  sir 
James  Graham,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  ; 
Right  Hon.  Vernon  Smith,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Control ;  sir  B.  Hall,  Commissioner 
of  Works  and  Public  Buildings ;  earl  of  Har- 
rowby,  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster ; 
marquess  of  Lansdowne,  without  office. 

Feb.  20.  Lord  John  Russell  left  London  to 
attend  the  conferences  of  the  representatives  of 
the  great  powers,  on  the  terms  of  peace  be- 
tween Russia  and  Turkey,  as  the  British 
plenipotentiary. 

Feb.  22.  Withdrawal  from  office  of  Mr. 
Gladstone,  sir  James  Graham,  and  Mr.  Sidney 
Herbei't,  on  account  of  the  House  of  Commons 
insisting  upon  the  appointment  of  a  select 
committee  in  terms  of  Mr.  Roebnck^s  motion. 
Their  places  in  the  cabinet  were  filled  up  by 
the  appointment  of  sir  G.  C.  Lewis,  sir  Charles 
Wood,  and  lord  John  RusselL 

April  1 7.  Arrival  of  the  emperor  and  empress 
of  the  French  at  Windsor  on  a  visit  to  the 
Queen.  On  the  19th  they  were  entertained  by 
the  Lord  Mayor  at  a  splendid  fdte  in  the 
Guildhall  of  London.  They  took  leave  on 
their  return  home  on  the  21st. 

April  20.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
made  his  financial  statement,  in  which  he  inti- 
mated  that  the  deficiency  occasioned  by  the 
Russian  war  was  about  twenty-three  millions, 
of  which  he  proposed  to  raise  sixteen  millions 
by  loan,  and  the  rest  by  a  readjustment  involv- 
ing an  increase  of  taxation. 

June  1 3.  The  new  Metropolitan  Cattle  Market 
opened.  Prince  Albert  attended  the  opening,  and 
in  replying  to  the  address  read  to  him  b^  the  re- 
corder,  after  remarking  on  the  enormous  growth 
of  London,  said  that  this  growth  *' imperatively 
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requires  that  those  establishments  "which  are  ' 
to  minister  to  the  conimun  wants  of  the  whole 
should  keep  pace  with  its  growth  and  magni- 
tude.    This  can  only  be  undertaken  by  public 
bodies,  they  oan  only  be  carried  out  by  pablic 

spirit I  hail  the  spirit  which  is  rising 

among  ns." 

July  13.  Lord  John  Russell  resigned  his 
office  of  colonial  secretary,  in  consequence  of 
discussions  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  refer- 
ence to  the  part  taken  by  him  in  the  Vienna 
Conferences.  He  was  succeeded  by  sir  William 
Molesworth. 

Aug.  1.  Viscount  Canning  was  entertained 
at  a  pubUc  banquet  by  the  East  India  Company, 
prerious  to  his  departure  to  assume  the  func- 
tions of  governor-general  of  India. 

Aug.  18.  Queen  Victoria  and  prince  Albert 
visited  the  emperor  of  the  French  in  Paris,  re- 
maining till  the  27th,  when  they  embarked  at 
Boulogne  on  their  return  to  Bngland. 

Nov.  22.  The  first  stone  of  the  Birmingham 
and  Midland  Institute  laid  by  prince  Albert. 
At  the  banquet  afterwards,  in  the  Town -hall 
of  Birmingham,  in  replying  to  the  toast  of  his 
health,  he  dwelt  on  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  higher  branches  of  education  ; 
he  remarked  on  the  error  of  considering  scien- 
tific knowledge  as  antagonistic ;  and  said,  ^*  Far 
be  it  from  me  to  undervalue  the  creative  power 
of  genius,  or  to  treat  shrewd  common  sense  as 
worthless    without  knowledge.      But  nobody 
will  tell  me  that  the  same  genius  would  not 
take  an  incomparably  higher  flight,  if  supplied 
with  all  the  means  which  knowledge  can  impart,    I 
or  that  common  sense  does  not  become,  in  fact,    | 
only  truly  powerful  when  in  possession  of  the   ' 
materials  upon  which  judgment  is  to  be  ez-   | 
ercised."  i 

Nov.  30.  The  king  of  Sardinia  arrived  at 
Windsor  on  a  visit  to  the  Queen. 

RuBsiAir  War. — On  the  6th  of  January  Con-  ' 
ferences  were  opened  atVienna  between  the  pleni- 
potentiaries of  Great  Britam,  Prance,  Austria 
and  Russia,  with  a  view  to  the  restoration  of 
peace.  These  conferences  continued  till  the  21  ft 
of  April,  when  they  were  suspended  without  any 
practical  result.  On  the  10th  of  January  Victor 
Emmanuel,  king  of  Sardinia,  joined  the  Allies, 
and  undertook  to  send  3  5,000  men  to  the  Crimea 
to  aid  in  the  war  against  Russia.  On  the  12th 
of  February  an  imperial  ukase  ordered  the 
organisation  and  arming  of  the  entire  militia 
of  the  Russian  empire  for  the  defence  of  the 
«*  orthodox  faith."  On  the  17th  the  Russians 
attacked  Eupatoria,  but  were  repulsed  by  the 
Turks  who  formed  the  garrison  of  the  place. 
On  the  2nd  of  March  Nicholas,  emperor  of  Russia, 
died,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Alexander 
II.  The  event  was  announced  to  the  British 
Houses  of  Parliament  within  five  hours  of  the 
emperor's  decease,  the  intelligence  being  trans- 
mitted by  telegraph.  On  the  4th  of  April  the 
British  fleet,  under  rear-admiral  Dnndas, 
sailed  for  the  Baltic.  The  Baltic  coast  was 
blockaded  from  the  1 9th  of  April.    The  French 


fleet  in  the  Baltic  was  under  the  command  of 
admiral  P^naud.  On  the  9th  of  April  the 
second  bombardment  of  Sebastopol  commenced, 
and  was  continued,  with  little  eflect,  till  the 
28th.  On  the  16th.  of  May  general  Canrobertr 
resigned  the  chief  command  of  the  French 
army  in  the  Crimea  to  general  Pelissier,  but 
continued  to  serve  as  a  general  of  division.  On 
the  24th  of  May  Kertch  was  occupied  by  the- 
Allies,  whose  fleets  swept  the  sea  of  Azoff',  cap- 
tured and  garrisoned  Tenikali,  and  bombarded 
Taganrog,  Mariupol,  Qheisk,  and  other  towns, 
destroying  public  buildings,  government  maga- 
zines and  provision  stores.  On  the  7th  of  June^ 
at  Sebastopol,  the  French  troops  captured  the 
Mamelon,  two  redoubts,  and  62  guns,  and  took 
130  officers  and  400  men  prisoners.  On  the 
18th  the  French  attacked  the  Malakhoff  and 
the  English  the  Redan,  but  were  repulsed  by- 
the  Russians  with  considerable  loss.  On  the 
28th  lord  Raglan,  the  British  commander-in- 
chief  in  the  Crimea,  died  of  cholera,  in  his 
68th  year ;  he  was  succeeded  by  general  Simp- 
son, as  next  in  command.  On  the  11th  of  July, 
in  the  Baltic,  the  fortifications  of  Sweaborg- 
were  bombarded  by  the  allied  fleets  of  Bngland 
and  France.  On  the  16th  of  August  the  battle 
of  the  Tchemaya,  near  Sebastopol,  took  place, 
in  which  the  Russians  were  defeated  by  the 
French  and  the  Sardinians.  On  the  5th  of 
September  the  third  bombardment  of  Sebas- 
topol commenced,  and  on  the  8th  the  French 
took  the  Malakhoff ;  the  English  who  attempted 
to  take  the  Redan,  were  repulsed.  The  Rus- 
sians, who  had  suffered  to  a  frightful  extent 
from  the  effects  of  the  shot  and  shells  which 
had  been  poured  upon  the  city  and  its  defences 
— about  17,000  ofiicers  and  privates  having- 
been  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  three 
days — evacuated  the  south  side  of  Sebastopol 
at  night,  after  sinking  their  ships  and  blowing 
up  the  defences.  On  the  9th  the  Allies  took 
possession  of  the  place,  which  they  found  in  a 
ruinous  condition.  On  the  17th  of  October 
Kinbnm,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dnieper,  surren- 
dered to  the  Allies.  On  the  18th  the  Russians 
blew  up  the  fortress  of  Ocsakoff.  On  the  lOtb 
of  November  the  emperor  Alexander  visited  his- 
army  near  Sebastopol.  On  the  11th  of  Novem- 
ber genera]  sir  William  Codrington  assumed 
the  command  of  the  British  army  in  the  Cri- 
mea. On  the  26th  the  fortress  of  Kars  sur- 
rendered to  the  Russians,  after  a  protracted 
and  gallant  defence,  continued  for  several 
months  amidst  severe  privations ;  general 
Williams  and  the  other  English  officers,  hiff 
companions,  who  became  prisoners  of  war,  were 
treated  with  great  kindness  by  the  Russian 
general.  On  the  16th  of  December  Austria 
sent  proposals  for  peace,  the  terms  of  which 
had  been  sanctioned  by  the  Allies,  to  the  em- 
peror Alexander  at  St.  Petersburg.  On  the. 
19th  the  united  kingdom  of  Sweden  and  Nor- 
way joined  the  alliance  of  the  Western  Powera. 

LEGISLATION.     Session  18  &  19  Viotobia. 
Cap.  27.  An  Act  to  amend  the Lawt  reletting  j 
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to  ik€  Stamp  Duiiu  on  Ntwipaper%  wndto 
provide  for  tke  tranmiUttUm  hy  po$t  of  printed 
PeriadieaU  amd  PubUeatioiu,  By  this  Act  the 
stamp  duty  was  ranoTed  except  for  purposes  of 
transmission  by  post 

Cap.  88.  To  faeilitate  the  Erection  of  Dwell- 
ing-houtet  for  the  Working  Clauee  in  Scotland. 
Granting  powers  under  superrision  for  small 
associations  to  hold  land  and  build  houses  suit* 
able  for  the  working  classes. 

Gap  116.  For  the  better  Prevention  of 
JHeeaeee,  In  case  of  any  endemic,  epidemic,  or 
contagious  disease  occurring  in  any  part  of  Eng- 
land the  Priry  Council  and  the  General  Board 
of  Health  are  empowered  to  issue  rules  and 
directions  for  the  removal  of  tfuisanees,  the 
speedy  interment  of  the  dead,  for  house  to 
house  visitation,  the  dispensing  of  medicines, 
&&,  the  expenses  to  be  paid  out  of  the  rates  or 
funds  administered  by  the  local  authorities. 

Cap.  120.  For  the  better  Local  Management 
of  the  Metropolis.  By  this  Act  the  construc- 
tion of  sewers,  and  such  matters  as  cannot  be 
effected  by  parishes  singly,  are  confided  to  a 
board,  the  members  of  which  are  elected  by  the 
various  parishes  contained  in  the  metropolitan 
district 

Cap.  126.  For  diminishing  expense  and 
delay  in  the  Administration  of  Criminal  Jus- 
tice in  certain  cases.  Offenders  charged  with 
simple  felony  where  the  thing  stolen  does  not 
exceed  6s.  in  value,  may  be  dealt  with  sum- 
marily by  a  police  magistrate,  if  they  consent ; 
and  if  the  value  exceeds  bs,  it  may  be  so  dealt 
with  on  the  offender  pleading  guilty  ;  if  he  does 
not«  the  ease  must  go  for  trial. 

Cap.  132.  For  facilitating  the  Erection  of 
DweUing-hunses  for  the  Working  Classes.  Tlus^ 
with  some  variation  in  detail,  is  for  a  similar 
purpose  to  that  for  Scotland,  stated  above. 

Cap.  133.  For  limiting  the  Liability  of 
Members  of  certain  Joint-Stock  Companies. 
Enables  Joint-Stock  Companies  to  be  formed,  of 
which  the  indiridual  liabilities  are  limited,  but 
they  must  be  registered,  and  the  word  **  limited," 
must  form  the  last  word  of  the  name  of  the 
company,  and  must  always  appear  where  the 
title  is  given. 

Revenue,  68,364,605/.  ;  Expenditure- 
Army  and  Ordnance,  24,177,349i.  ;  Navy, 
19,014,708^.  ;  for  all  purposes,  84,505,788/.; 
Debt,  798,875,199/. 

Exports  of  British  and  Irish  Produce, 
95,688,085/. 

Emigration — to  North  American  Colonies, 
17,966;  to  the  United  States,  103,414; 
to  Australian  Colonies  and  New  Zealand, 
£2,309]:  to  all  other  places,  8118:  total, 
176,807. 

Biailway  Traffic  :  Miles  open,  8280  ;  num- 
ber of  passengers,  118,695,135  traffic  re- 
ceipts, 21,507,599. 

Number  of  Paupers,  1, 01 8, 07  5. 


1856. 

Jan.  81.  The  Qaeen«  in  opening  pariiament^ 
announced  that  Russia  had  accepted  as  a  basis 
for  negotiation  the  proposals  for  a  general  peace 
put  forth  by  Austria,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
other  allied  powers. 

Feb.  1.  Protocol  signed  at  Vienna  by  the 
representatives  of  Russia,  France,  Great  Bri- 
tain, Austria,  and  Turkey,  accepting  the  Aus- 
trian propositions  as  a  basis  for  peace. 

Feb.  1.  Despatch  from  general  Codrington 
announcing  that  the  destruction  of  the  Sebas- 
topol  docks  had  been  completely  effected. 

Feb.  5.  A  new  Order  of  Merit,  "The  Vic- 
toria Cron,"  instituted,  the  decoration  of  which 
is  to  be  conferred  upon  inferior  officers  and 
privates  in  the  army  and  navy  for  distinguished 
gallantry. 

Feb.  7.  The  governor-general  of  India  an- 
nounced by  a  proclamation  the  deposition  of 
the  king  of  Oude,  and  the  annexation  of  his 
territory  to  the  British  jMSsessions  in  IndiA. 
The  king  was  allowed  a  pension  of  120,000/L  a 
year. 

Feb.  25.  The  Peace  Conferences  opened  at 
Paris,  attended  by  the  representatives  of 
Prance,  Austria,  Great  Britain,  Russia,  Sar- 
dinia, and  Turkey.  Prussia  was  subsequently 
admitted. 

Feb.  29.  Suspension  of  hostilities  in  the 
Crimea. 

March  16.  Birth  of  the  Prince  Imperial  of 
France.  On  this  occasion  the  emperor  issued 
an  amnesty  in  favour  of  upwards  of  a  thousand 
political  exiles. 

April  25.  The  Queen  reviewed  a  fleet  of 
more  than  300  men-of-war  at  Portsmouth.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  reriew  the  fleet  ex- 
tended in  an  unbroken  line  of  anchorage  for 
about  five  miles. 

April  29.  Peace  with  Russia  officially  pro- 
claimed by  a  herald  in  the  streets  of  London. 

May  3.  An  amnesty  granted  to  political 
exiles,  in  virtue  of  which  Frost,  Williams, 
Jones,  and  Smith  O'Brien,  were  permitted  to 
return  to  England.  On  the  1 1th  of  November 
a  free  pardon  was  granted  by  the  queen  to  these 
political  offiBnders. 

Mi^  29.  Public  celebration  of  the  conclusion 
of  peace.  Magnificent  fire- works  in  London, 
Edinburgh,  and  Dublin.  A  general  illumina- 
tion took  place. 

June  1.  Disastrous  inundations  in  France. 
For  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  subscriptions 
were  raised  in  Enghmd  to  the  amount  of 
more  than  40,000/. 

July  12.  Evacuation  of  the  Crimea  by  the 
allied  troops. 

Oct.  8.  Seinire  by  the  Chinese  authorities  of 
a  lorcha,  or  small  trading  vessel,  which  bore 
the  British  flag.  This  led  to  hostilities  between 
Great  Britain  and  China. 

Oct  13.  Surrender  of  the  city  of  Herat  to 
the  Persians,  when  the  governor  and  his  family 
were  put  to  death.  The  Persians  having  thus 
Tiolated  a  treaty  to  which  Gi^t  Britam  was  a 
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party,  war  was  proclaimed  against  Persia  at 
Calcatta  on  the  Ist  of  Koreraber. 

Oct.  24;  Canton  attocked  by  the  British, 
who  bombarded  it  on  the  Srd  of  Norember. 

Oct.  27.  Railway  opened  between  Montreal 
and  Toronto. 

Not.  22.  An  insurrection  in  Sicily  sup- 
pressed by  the  military. 

Dec.  9.  Boshire,  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  taken 
by  the  British  expedition. 

Dec.  1 0.  Mr.  Sheepshanks  presented  to  the 
nation  his  collection  of  drawings  and  paintings. 
The  collection  has  been  placed  in  the  South 
Kensington  Museum.     . 

Dec.  16.  The  Queen  went  to  Spithead  to 
reoeire  from  the  representatiye  of  the  United 
States  government  the  Arctic  discovery  ship 
Besolntei  which  having  been  abandoned  in  the 
ice  by  its  crew,  was  recovered  by  an  American 
ship,  and  having  been  completely  repaired  by 
the  American  government,  was  now  restored 
to  Great  Britain. 

LEGISLATION.  Sbssiok  19  &  20  Victobijb. 

Cap.  47.  An  Adfw  the  Incorporation  and 
Jtegtiation  of  Joinl»Stock  Companies  and  other 
Associations.  One  of  ihe  most  important 
parts  of  this  Act  is  that  relating  to  the  wind- 
ing-up of  companies. 

Cap.  64.  To  Repeal  certain  Statutes  %ot  in 
use.  112  statutes,  most  of  them  obsolete,  but 
hitherto  unrepealed,  are  at  once  swept  away. 

Gap.  65.  To  eneowage  tke  providing  of 
Improved  Dwellings  for  the  Labouring  Classes 
in  Ireland, 

Cap.  69.  To  render  more  efectual  the  Po- 
lice in  Counties  and  Boroughs  of  England 
and  Wales,  This  empowers  the  justices  as- 
sembled in  quarter  sessions  to  adopt  and  en- 
force a  more  general  system  than  htid  hitherto 
taken  place ;  the  divisional  police  of  a  county 
waste  be  consolidated,  unless  the  secretary 
of  state  anthorizes  a  division  ;  and  county  con- 
stables are  empowered  to  act  in  any  borough 
within  the  county  ;  and  boroughs  may  be  con- 
solidated with  the  county  for  the  purposes  of 
police. 

Cap.  83.  To  provide  for  the  better  Defence 
of  the  Coasts  of  the  Realms  and  the  more  ready 
Mofnning  of  the  Navy^  and  to  transfer  to  the 
Admiralty  the  Mcvnagement  of  the  Coast  Guard, 
The  coast  guard  men  are  to  have  the  privi- 
lege of  making  allotments  of  wages,  and  of 
pensions,  as  seamen  in  the  navy,  and  the 
officers  are  to  have  the  training  of  the  Royal 
Naval  Coast  Volunteers. 

Cap.  98.  To  amend  ihe  Laws  relating  to  the 
Burial  of  the  Dead  in  Ireland.  This  esta- 
blishes burial  boards  in  Ireland  as  in  Eng- 
land. 

Revenue,  68,008,623?.  ;  Expenditure— 
Armv,  including  Ordnance,  24, 749, 825/. ;  Navy, 
16,018,995/.  ;  for  aU  purposes,  78,113,035/.  ; 
Debt»  807,981,788/. 

Exports  of  British  and  Irish  Produce, 
115,826,948/. 


Emigration — to  North  American  Colonies, 
16,878;  to  the  United  States,  111,887;  to 
Australian  Colonies  and  New  Zealand,  44,584 ; 
to  all  other  places,  8,755  :  total,  176,554. 

Railway  Traffic  :  Miles  open,  8,707  ;  number 
of  passengers^  129,347,592 ;  traffic  receipts, 
23,165,491/. 

Number  of  Paupers,  1,030,823. 

1857. 

[This  year  was  remarkable  for  the 
Mutiny  of  the  Native  Army  in  British 
India,  whiclL  was  not  finally  subdued  till 
1858.  It  may  be  convenient  to  eive  the 
events  oonneoted  with  this  alarming 
outbreak  under  a  separate  head  in  eaon 
of  these  years,  after  the  general  Chro- 
nology.] 

Feb.  3.  Parliament  opened  by  commission. 

March  3.  A  motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Cobden 
censuring  the  government  for  the  war  with 
China,  was  carried,  after  four  nights'  discus- 
sion in  the  House  of  Commons,  by  263  to  247 
votes. 

March  3.  Treaty  of  peace  between  Qreat 
Britain  and  Persia,  signed  at  Paris  by  lord 
Cowl^  and  Ferukh-Ehan. 

March  3.  Election  of  Mr.  Buchanan  as  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  of  North  America. 

March  13.  The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer 
brought  forward  his  budget,  which  contained 
proposals  for  the  remission  of  taxation  to  the 
extent  of  eleven  millions. 

March  14.  Treaty  signed  at  Copenhagen  for 
the  abolition  of  the  Sound  dues.  The  share  of 
indemnity  money  payable  by  Great  Britain 
was  1,125,206/. 

March  19.  Prince  Albert,  accompanied  by 
the  prince  of  Wales,  opened  new  schools  in 
Golden  Lane,  Barbican.  In  the  course  of  his 
answer  to  the  address  presented  to  him,  he 
said,  ''You  have  not  been  content  with  the 
bare  attempt  to  force,  perhaps  upon  unwilling 
reoir»ient8,  a  boon,  the  value  of  which  might 
not  be  appreciated,  but  you  have  wisely  sought 
to  work  upon  the  convictions  of  the  parents  of 
the  children  you  wish  to  benefit  by  extending 
your  assistance  only  to  those  who,  by  a  small  con- 
tribution out  of  their  hardly-won  earnings,  have 
proved  that  they  are  awake  to  a  sense  of  the 
vast  importance  it  is  to  their  ofifspring  that  the 
means  of  being  fitted  to  pass  successfully 
through  life,  and,  by  honest  industiy,  to  better 
their  condition,  should  be  brought  within  their 
reach.'* 

March  21.  Parliament  dissolved,  and  a  new 
parliament  summoned. 

April  21.  Departure  of  the  earl  of  Elgin  on 
a  special  embassy  to  the  emperor  of  China  at 
Pekin. 

May  5.  Prince  Albert  opened  the  Exhibition 
of  Art  Treasures  at  Manchester.  In  address- 
ing the  committee,  he  remarked  on  the  "  ge- 
nerous feeling  of  mutual  confidence  and  good 
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will  between  thedifTerent  classes  of  society,  of 
which  it  [the  Exhibition]  affords  so  gratifying 
a  proof." 

May  7.  Parliament  opened  by  com  mission. 
Mr.  J.  Evelyn  Denison  elected  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons. 

May  21.  The  House  of  Commons  agreed  to 
grant  to  the  Princess  Royal  an  annuity  of 
8000/.  per  annum,  and  a  dower  of  40,000/., 
on  occasion  of  her  marriage  with  prince  Fre- 
derick William  of  Prussia. 

June  1.  A  number  of  war- junks  taken  from 
the  Chinese  in  the  Canton  river. 

June  22.  Educational  Conference  in  London, 
at  which  prince  Albert  presided.  In  bis 
speech  be  detailed  some  of  the  statistics  of  tbe 
state  of  education,  but  he  said — **Yon  will 
probably  trace  the  cause  of  our  social  condition 
to  a  state  of  ignorance  and  lethargic  indiffer- 
ence on  tbe  subject  among  pai^nts  generally  ; 
but  tbe  root  of  tbe  evil  will,  I  suspect,  be 
found  to  extend  into  that  field  on  which  the 
political  economist  exercises  his  activity — I 
mean  the  labour  market —demand  and  supply.*' 
He  pointed  out  how  tbis  acted.  Of  the  la- 
bourer he  said — **  His  children  are  not  only 
his  offspring,  to  be  reared  for  a  future  inde- 
pendent position,  but  tbey  constitute  part  of 
his  productive  power,  and  work  with  him  for 
the  staff  of  life."  He  therefore  exhorted  the 
meeting  to  work  "  upon  the  minds  and  hearts 
of  parents,  to  place  before  them  tbe  irreparable 
mischief  which  they  inflict,"  by  keeping  their 
children  from  the  **  right  of  knowledge." 

June  25.  An  oirder  in  Council  conferred  the 
title  of  prince  Consort  on  prince  Albert. 

July  11.  Failure  of  the  Atlantic  Telegraph 
Cable,  the  cable  having  snapped  after  335 
miles  length  bad  been  given  out. 

July  25.  Public  meeting  at  the  Mansion 
House,  London,  in  aid  of  the  sufferers  from  the 
Indian  mutiny.  In  the  course  of  three  months 
upwards  of  260,0002.  was  raised  for  this 
purpose. 

Nov.  12.  In  consequence  of  a  severe  com> 
mercial  panic,  the  government  authorized  tbe 
Bank  of  England  to  extend  its  issues,  which 
had  the  effect  of  mitigating  the  pressure  upon 
the  money  market,  and  restoring  confidence. 
An  estimate  was  made  to  the  effect  that  the 
aggregate  liabilities  of  commercial  houses, 
which  had  ilillen  during  the  panic,  amounted 
to  about  forty-five  millions  sterling.  At  this 
time  there  was  great  distress  in  the  manufac- 
turing districts. 

Nov.  18.  Ambassadors  from  tbe  two  kings 
of  Siam  received  by  queen  Victoria  at  a  Court 
held  at  Windsor. 

Nov.  18.  Great  distress  in  Kafirland.  About 
30,000  destitute  Kafirs  brought  in  as  servants 
to  the  Cape  Colonists. 

Dec.  S.  Parliament  opened  by  the  Queen  in 
person,  having  met  at  this  season  chiefly  for  the 
purpose  of  passing  a  bill  of  indemnity,  exone- 
rating the  government  in  regard  to  the  permis- 
sion given  to  the  Bank  of  England  to  extend 
its  issues  for  the  purpose  of  mitigating  the 


i  pressure  of  the  recent  commercial  panic.     On 
I  the  12th  the  royal  assent  was  given  to  the  bill 

of  indemnity,  and  the  Houses  adjourned. 
'       Dec.  29.  Canton  taken  by  the  British  forces, 

and  Commissioner  Teh  made  prisoner. 

India. — Jan.  24.  A  mutinous  spirit  began  to 
manifest  itself  among  the  Sepoysof  the  East  India 
Company's  army  at  Barrackpoor,  Berbampoor, 
Lacknow,  Meerut,  and  elsewhere.     The  origin 
,   of  tbe  disaffection  was  said  to  be  the  use  of 
cartridges  made  up  in  paper,  which  had  been 
greased  with  a  mixture  of  cow's  &t  and  hog*s 
lard— a  composition  offensive  to  the  Hindoo, 
who  regards  the  cow  with  religious  veneration, 
and  also  to  the  Mahommedan,  who  looks  upon 
the  hog  with  abhorrence.      On  the  10th  of 
May  the  mutiny  broke  out  at  Meerut,  from 
which  place  the  insurgents  marched  to  Delhi, 
where  on  tbe  11th  being  joined  by  several 
native  regiments  they  proclaimed  the  king  of 
Delhi  as  Emperor,  and  massacred  many  of  the 
English  residents.     Lieut.  Willoughby  blew  up 
the  magazine,  and  made  his  escape.      On  the 
20th  general  Anson  arrived  before  Delhi  with 
a  small  force  of  British  and  native  troops. 
On  the  27th  general  Anson  died  of  cholera, 
which  also  struck  down  his  snccessor,  sir  H. 
Barnard.  G^eral  Beed,  who  toek  the  command 
on  July  5th,  was  obliged,  from  ill-health,  to 
transfer  it  to  general  Wilson,   on  the  22nd. 
General  Nicholson  having  arriTed  with  rein- 
forcements, Delhi  was  taken  by  assault  on  the 
1 4th  September,  the  fight  being  continued  in 
the  city  till  the  20th.     The  British  lost  about 
1,200  killed  and  wounded.     General  Nicholson 
died  on  the  23rd.     The  native  troops,  at  Luck- 
now,  broke  out  in  mutiny  on  the  31st  of  May. 
They  were  dispersed  by  the  troops  under  sir 
Henry  Lawrence.     On  the  5th  of  June  the 
Europeans,  at  Allahabad,  were  besi^ed  in  the 
fort  by  the  mutineers.     The  small  British  force 
in  Cawnpore  were  in  like  manner  hemmed  in, 
and  were  compelled  to  surrender  to  Nana  Sahib 
on  the  26th  of  June,  general  Wheeler  having 
died  on  the  21st  from  a  wound  received  in 
making  a  sally  on  the  previous  day.     The 
English  were  embarked  in  boats  on  the  Ganges, 
to  be  conveyed  to  Allahabad,   in  accordance 
with  tbe  terms  of  surrender.     They  were  fired 
upon  with  cannon,  many  boats  were  sunk,  and 
those  persons  who  got  on  shore  were  cut  down. 
Colonel  Havelock,  who  had  arrived  at  Cal- 
cutta from  the  Persian  Gulf  on  the  17th  June, 
was  immediately  despatched,  with  the  rank  of 
brigadier-general,  in  command  of  the  troopa 
intended  for  the  relief  of  Cawnpore.     On  the 
1st  of  July  general  Havelock  left  Allahabad 
with  a  force  of  2,000  Europeans;  on  the  16th 
he  defeated  Nana  Sahib  before  Cawnpore ;  and 
on  tbe  17th  entered  the  town.     On  the  19th 
he  again  defeated  Nana  Sahib  at  Bithoor.     At 
Lucknow,  in  a  sortie  against  the  Sepoy  besiegers, 
on  the  2nd  of  July  sir  Henxy  Lawrence  waa 
wounded,  and  died  on  the  4th — major  Banks 
took  tbe  command,  and  held  possession  of  the 
Residency  and  fort.    On  the  15th  general  Neil) 
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defeated  the  matineen  at  the  Pundoo  Kuddee, 
south  of  Cawnpore.  On  the  1 6th  Nana  Sahib 
murdered  the  women  and  children  who  were  in 
hie  castody  at  Cawopore,  and  flong  their  bodies 
into  a  wide  and  deep  well.  On  the  same  day 
general  Havelook  gainM  his  ninth  Tictory, 
between  Cawnpore  and  Lncknow.  On  the  25th 
of  September  be  reached  Lncknow  with  %  500 
troops,  and  reliered  the  Europeans  besieged  in 
the  Besidenoj.  On  the  26th  he  forced  the 
mutineers  to  abandon  their  entrenchments. 
On  the  3rd  of  NoTember  sir  Colin  Campbell, 
who  had  been  appointed  oommander-in-chidT 
of  the  army  in  India  on  the  11th  of  July,  and 
left  London  for  Calcutta  on  the  12th,  arrired 
at  Cawnpore.*  On  the  17th  of  Norember  he 
delivered  the  Europeans  from  their  oonfinement 
in  the  Residency,  which  was  OTaooated  by  the 
28rd.  On  the  25th  of  NoTember  sir  Henry 
HaTelock  died,  eight  days  after  he  rooeired  the 
tidings  of  his  haTiog  been  created  a  Knight 
Commander  of  the  Bath.  On  the  6th  of  De- 
cember sir  Colin  Cbunpbell  defeated  the  Gwalior 
Contingent,  and  on  the  8th  sir  Hope  Grant 
also  defeated  them  higher  up  the  Ganges. 

LEGISLATION.    Ssisiosr  20  &  21  Yiotosia 

Cap.  8.  An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  of  the 
16  <lr  17  Victoria,  cap.  95,  to  aubstitute  in 
certain  Caete  other  PwMihment  in  lieu  of 
Traneportation,  No  offender  in  future  to  be 
aentenoed  to  transportation,  but  persons  under 
sentence  of  penal  servitude  may  be  sent  to 
places  beyond  sea,  the  Priry  Council  appointing 
the  places  ;  and  magistrates  may  commit  con- 
Ticts  whose  licences  are  revoked  to  penal  ser- 
vitude in  any  convict  prison. 

Cap.  48.  To  nuike  better  Provision  f(yr  ikt 
iJare  and  Edncaiion  of  Vagrant,  Destitute 
and  Disorderly  Children,  and  for  the  Estten- 
sion  of  Industrial  Schools,  Parents  may  be 
compelled  to  pay  towards  the  support  of  their 
child  a  sum  of  not  more  than  3«.  per  week. 

Cap.  54.  To  make  better  Profnsio/n  for  the 
Punishment  of  Frauds  committed  by  Trustees, 
JBanJcers,  and  other  Persons  intrusted  teith 
Property,  After  detailing  the  various  frauds 
enacted  against ;  as  appropriating  property, 
making  fiUse  statements,  with  intent  to  de- 
ceive ;  keeping  fraudulent  accounts,  kc,  the 
offender  is  declared  liable  to  penal  imprison- 
ment for  three,  or  by  imprisonment  with  or 
"without  hard  labour  for  two  years,  or  by  fine 
as  the  court  shall  direct. 

Cap.  71.  For  the  Regulation  of  the  Care 
and  Treatment  of  Lunatics,  and  for  the  Pro- 
'vision,  Maintenance,  and  Fegulation  of  Lu- 


natic Asylums  in  Scotland.  Private  asylums 
are  to  be  licensed ;  district  asylums  are  to  be 
provided  in  the  laige  towns,  and  Commissioners 
to  be  appointed  who  are  to  inspect  and  make 
an  annual  report 

Cap.  72.  To  render  more  ^eetual  the  Police 
in  Counties  and  Burghs  in  Scotland,  Thia 
Act  in  eftct  is  for  organising  a  general  police 
in  Scotlandi  which  had  previously  been  only 
local 

Gap.  77.  To  amend  the  La/ws  relating  to 
Probate  and  Letters  of  Administration  m 
England,  This  important  Act  removes  the 
jurisdiction  in  all  such  matters,  firom  the 
Ecclesiastical  Courts  to  a  Special  Court  insti- 
tuted by  this  Act ;  cap.  79,  was  a  similar  Aet 
for  Ireland. 

Cap.  85.  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Divorce  and  Matrimoniial  Causes  in  England. 
This,  like  cap.  77,  removes  all  such  matters 
from  the  Ecclesiastioal  Courts  to  a  Court  espe* 
cially  appointed,  of  which  the  Judge  holds  the 
same  office  in  the  Probate  Court,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  Chief  Judges,  and  the  senior 
Puisne  Judges  of  the  Law  Courts,  may  sit  with 
him;  and  in  suits  for  annulling  mairiage, 
applications  for  new  trials,  &o.,  they  must  be 
heard  by  three  or  more  Judges^  the  Judge  of 
the  Probate  Court  being  always  one. 

Revenue,  66,056,0552.  ;  Expenditure^ 
Army,  18,616,557/.;  Navy,  10,890,000/.;  for 
aU  objects,  66,019,958/. ;  Debt,  805,282,699/. 

Exports  of  British  and  Irish  Produce, 
122,066,107/. 

Emigration — to  North  American  Colonies, 
21,001  ;  to  the  United  States,  126,905  ;  to 
Australian  Colonies  and  New  Zealand,  61,248  ; 
to  all  other  pUces,  3,721  :  total,  212,875. 

Bailway  Traffic :  Miles  open,  9094 ;  num- 
ber of  passengers,  189,008,888;  traffic  re- 
ceipts, 24,174,610/. 

Number  of  Paupers,  979,117. 

1858. 

Jan.  14.  An  attempt  was  made  to  assassinate 
the  Emperor  and  Empress  of  the  French  by  an 
explosion  of  hand  grenades.  The  Emperor  and 
Empress  escaped  unhurt,  but  five  persons  were 
killed  and  about  sixty  wounded.  For  this 
attempt  five  persons  were  tried  and  convicted, 
of  whom  two,  Orsini  and  Fieri,  were  guillotined 
at  Paris. 

Jan.  25.  Marriage  of  the  Princess  Royal  of 
England  with  prince  Frederick  William  of 
Prussia,  in  the  Chapel  of  St  James's  Palace. 


*  We  here  take  the  opportunity  of  correcting  an  error,  into  which  we  inadvertently  fell  in  our 
account  of  the  battle  of  Assye  (Vol.  viL,  p.  458).  We  bsstily  assumed  that  the  Colin  Campbell 
who  was  present  at  the  battle^  and  wrote  the  clever  narrative  of  which  we  gave  an  extract,  and 
who  afterwards  became  Sir  Colin  Campbell,  was  the  same  officer  who,  after  his  distinguished 
cervices  in  India,  became  Lord  Clyde.  A  reference  to  the  Peerage  would  have  set  us  right ;  but 
in  a  pardonable  desire  to  connect  the  Brigade-Msjor  of  General  Wellesley  with  the  great  com- 
mander who  finished  the  war  of  the  Indian  mutiny,  we  forgot  our  chronology.  Lord  Clyde  was 
only  eleven  years  old  when  the  battle  of  Assye  was  fought. 
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Jan.  81.  Oompletion  of  the  launch  of  the 
Great  Bastern  8team*8hip,  the  oommeDoement 
having  been  made  abont  three  montbe  pre- 
Tioiuly* 

Feb.  10.  The  blockade  of  Canton  raised. 

Feb.  22.  Lord  Palmexeton's  Ckbinet  resigned, 
in  ooneeqaenoe  of  an  advene  vote  (23i  to  216) 
of  the  Honse  of  Commons,  proposed  by  Mr. 
Kilner  0ibeon,  expressing  regret  that  her 
Majesty's  goTemment,  preyionsly  to  inviting 
the  Honse  to  amend  the  law  of  oonspxracyy  had 
not  made  some  reply  to  the  despatch  received 
from  the  Frsnoh  government  dated  Jan.  20th, 
1868.  On  Ube  retirement  of  visoooat  Palmer- 
ston  the  earl  of  Derby  was  entmsted  with 
the  formatioa  of  a  Ministry.  The  new  Cabinet 
was  constituted  as  follows : — Barl  of  Derby, 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  ;  marquess  of 
Salisbury,  President  of  the  Conncil;  l<wd 
Chelmsford,  Lord  High  Chancellor;  earl  of 
Hardwieke,  Lord  P^  Seal;  Rt.  Hon.  B. 
Disraeli,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  Rt. 
Hon.  Spencer  Walpole,  Secretary  of  State  for 
Home  Affairs ;  earl  of  Malme^miy,  Foreign 
Secretary ;  Rt.  Hon.  sir  S.  B.  Lytton,  Colonial 
Secretary;  mijor-genenl  Feel,  Secretary  for 
War ;  earl  of  Ellenboroogb,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Control ;  Rt.  Hon.  sir  J.  S.  Faking- 
ton,  First  Xord  of  the  Admiralty ;  Rt.  Hon. 
J.  W.  Henley,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade ; 
lord  John  Manners,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Works. 

March  14.  A  proclamation  was  issued  by 
the  Governor-General  of  India  to  the  people  of 
Onde,  threatening  confiscation  of  the  lands  of 
such  talookdhars  as  do  not  Eubmit  to  the 
government.  This  proclamation  was  disap- 
proved by  lord  Ellenborough,  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Control,  and  the  publication  in 
this  country  of  his  despatch  to  the- governor- 
general  upon  the  subject  led  to  lord  Bllen- 
borough's  withdrawal  from  the  Cabinet. 

March  15.  Lord  Madmesbury,  the  Foreign 
Secretary,  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  of 
Lords  the  correspondence  that  had  taken  place 
between  her  Majesty's  government  since  its 
accession  to  office  and  the  French  government, 
and  said  that  the  correspondence  had  con- 
cluded in  all  honour  and  good  feeling  on  both 
sides. 

March  30.  Conference  at  Shanghai  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  Great  Britain,  Fiance,  Russia, 
and  the  United  States.  The  reply  of  the 
Chinese  government  to  the  communications  of 
the  ambassadors  being  considered  unsatisfac- 
tory, it  was  resolved  to  proceed  to  Tien-tsin. 

May  15.  Massacre  of  the  English  and  French 
Consuls,  and  abont  20  other  Europeans,  at 
Jeddah,  the  port  of  Mecca. 

May  20.  Arrival  of  the  British  and  Freneh 
expedition  at  Tien-tsin,  after  having  captured 
the  Pei-ho  forts. 

May  26.  Treaty  of  Tien-tan  oonelnded  be- 
tween the  Chinese  government  and  Great 
Britain,  represented  by  the  earl  of  Elgin. 
Separate  treaties  with  the  Chinese  were  made 
by  France,  Russia,  and  America. 


Ju^  23.  Jeddah  bombarded  by  the  Britisb 
ship  Cyclops,  and  again  on  the  5th  of  August 

Aug.  5.  The  Queen  and  Prince  Consort 
visited  the  emperor  Napoleon  at  Cherbourg  od 
occasion  of  the  opening  of  the  Napoleon  Dwsks. 

Aug.  12.  The  earl  of  Elgin  landed  at  Jeddo, 
the  capital  of  Japan,  and  negociated  a  favour- 
able treaty  with  the  Emperor,  which  was  signed 
on  the  26th. 

Aug.  22.  Congratulatory  message  sent  by 
queen  Victoria  to  president  Buchanan  by  the 
Atiantie  Telegraph  and  responded  to  in  & 
friendly  manner  by  the  president.  The  tele* 
graph  soon  ceased  to  transmit  messages,  and 
the  efforts  made  to  efTeet  a  communication  by 
telegraph  between  the  opposite  shores  of  the 
AtUntic  have  been  nnsuooessful. 

Sept.  1.  The  East  India  Company's  govern- 
ment transferred  to  the  Crown  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament, which  was  announced  throughout 
India  by  a  royal  proclamation  on  the  1st  ef 
November. 

IxDiA. — On  the  2nd  of  January,  sir  Coli|» 
Campbell  defeated  the  rebels  at  Futtehghur,  and 
established  an  artillery  dep6t  them.  On  the  9th 
the  first  party  of  ladies  and  diildien,  and  of 
sick  and  wounded  officers  from  Lucknow, 
arrived  at  Calcutta.  They  landed  under  a 
royal  salute  amid  the  cheering  of  several 
hundreds  of  Europeans.  On  the  29th  Saugor, 
in  Central  India,  which  had  been  invested  by 
the  rebels  for  upwards  of  six  months,  was  re- 
lieved by  sir  Hugh  Rose.  March  2.  Sir  CoUa 
Campbell  commenced  the  siege  of  Lucknow, 
taking  possession  of  the  Dilkoosha  palace  and 
park.  On  the  19th  Lucknow  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  British,  the  rebels,  to  the  number 
of  50,000,  seeking  safety  in  flight.  On  the 
13th  of  April  the  garrison  of  Aximghur  was 
relieved  by  sir  E.  Lugard.  On  the  1 3th  of 
May  sir  Hope  Grant  defeated  the  rebels  at 
Nawabgunge,  near  Lucknow,  and  on  the  23rd 
the  strong  fortress  of  Calpee  was  taken  by  sir 
Hugh  Rose.  On  the  19th  of  June  sir  Hugb 
Rose  re-took  Gwalior  from  the  rebels,  and  re- 
instated the  MahanuA  Sindia  in  his  capital  and 
possessions. 

LEGISLATION.    Ssssioir  21  &  22  Viotobmi. 

Cap.  26.  An  Act  to  aholUh  the  Property 
QucUifiecUione  of  Members  of  PiwUament. 
Repealing  all  the  Acts  requiring  a  property 
qualification  for  a  member  of  Parliament. 

Gap.  48.  To  tubstituie  one  Oath  for  the 
Oathe  of  Allegiance,  Supremacy ^  and  Abjura- 
tion; and  for  the  Reli^  of  her  Majeety^t 
Subjects  professing  the  Jewish  Religion,  Pre- 
serves the  form  of  oath,  allows  Quakers  to 
**  affirm'*  instead  of  **  swear  ;''  and  Jews  to 
omit  the  words,  *'  on  the  fidth  of  a  Christian.** 

Cap.  49.  To  provide  for  the  Rdirf  of  her 
Majett^s  Subjects  professing  the  Jewish  Mi- 
gum.  This  Act  admits  Jews  to  sit  in  Parlia- 
ment, but  they  are  restrieted  from  presenting 
to  any  eeelesiastical  benefice,  and  from  holding 
the  offices  of  Lord  Ghanoellor,  Lord  lienteoaBt 
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of  Ileland,  or  High  OommisBiooer  of  the 
Gfeneral  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland. 

Gap.  90.  To  regulate  the  QualificcUiont  of 
Pruditioners  in  Medicine  and  Surgery. 
CouncilB  are  appointed  to  examine  applicants 
as  to  qualifieationBi  and  on  approval  they  re- 
oeive  certificates  entitling  them  to  practise. 
The  Act  also  regulates  the  Royal  Collie  of 
Physicians,  and  the  College  of  Surgeons  in 
London,  and  other  medical  colleges. 

Gap.  91.  To  enable  Joint-StocJc  Banking 
Companies  to  be  formed  on  the  Principle  of 
Limited  lAahilUy,  Repeals  so  much  of  a 
former  Act  as  prevented  the  formation  of  sach 
0)mpanie8;  bat  only  on  condition  of  not 
issuing  notes  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Cap.  99.  To  provide  for  the  Government  of 
British  Columbia,  By  thia  Act  British 
Columbia  was  constituted  a  distinct  colony. 

Cap.  106.  For  tlU  better  Government  of 
India.  This  Act  transferred  the  Government 
of  India  from  the  Board  of  Directors  to  her 
Majesty  with  a  new  secretary  of  state  for  its 
management. 

Revenue,  61,812,5552.  ;  Expenditure — 
Army,  12,588,736/.  ;  Navy,  9,687,103£.  ;  for 
all  objects,  60,684.8982.  ;  Debt,  804,445,4882. 

Exports  of  British  and  Irish  Produce, 
116,608,7562. 

Bmigration^-to  North  American  Colonies, 
9,704;  to  the  United  Sutes,  59,716;  to 
Australian  Colonies  and  New  Zealand,  39, 295  ; 
to  all  other  places,  5,257  :  totol,  118,972. 

Amount  of  Gold  imported  from  Australia, 
9,064,768f. 

Railway  Traffic  :  Miles  open,  9,542  ;  number 
of  passengers,  139,193,699;  traffic  receipts, 
23,956,7492. 

Number  of  Paupers,  1,087,967. 

1859. 

Jan.  9.  The  Governor-General  of  India  pub- 
lished decrees  constituting  the  Punjaub  a 
lieutenant-governorship,  and  ordering  the 
general  disarming  of  Upper  India. 

Jan.  25.  At  this  date  the  entire  pacification 
of  Oude  was  reported. 

Jan.  30.  Prince  Napoleon,  consin  of  the 
emperor,  married  at  Turin  to  princess  Clo- 
thilde,  daughtei*  of  the  king  of  Sardinia. 

Feb.  8.  Parliament  opened  by  the  Queen  in 
person. 

Mar.  1.  Mr.  Walpole  and  Mr.  Henley  stated 
to  the  House  of  Commons  their  reasons  for 
withdrawing  from  lord  Derby's  government  on 
account  of  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  Re- 
form Bill  proposed  by  the  Government. 

Mar.  81.  The  debate  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  government  Reform  Bill,  which 
had  continued  for  several  days,  terminated  in 
the  defeat  of  ministers  by  a  migority  of  880 
against  291  votes. 

April  18.  Tantia  Topee,  one  of  the  leaders 
of  Uie  Indian  Mutiny,  executed  at  Seepiee  by 
sentence  of  a  court-martiaL 


April  19.  Parliament  dissolved. 

June  7.  Queen  Victoria  opened  Parliament 
in  person.  On  the  address  in  answer  to  the 
Queen*s  Speech  the  ministers  were  left  iu  a 
minority  of  13-the  votes  being  823  to  310— 
and  in  consequence  resigned  the  office.  Viscount 
Palmerston  was  entrusted  with  the  formation 
of  a  new  Cabinet.  The  ministry,  as  arranged  by 
him,  was  as  follows : — Viscount  Pahner&ton, 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury ;  earl  Granville, 
President  of  the  Council ;  lord  Campbell,  Lord 
High  Chancellor  ;  duke  of  Argyll,  Lord  Privy 
Seal;  right  hon.W.E. Gladstone,  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer ;  right  hon.  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis,  Sec* 
retary  of  State  for  Home  Affiurs ;  lord  John 
Russell,  Foreign  Secretary ;  duke  of  Newcastle, 
Colonial  Secretary ;  right  hon.  Sidney  Herbert, 
Secretary  for  War ;  right  hon.  sir  C.  Wood, 
Secretary  for  India  ;  duke  of  Somerset,  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  ;  right  hon.  E.  Card- 
weU,  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland ;  eai'l  of 
Elgin,  Postmaster-General  ;  right  hon.  T.  M. 
Gibson,  President  of  Board  of  Trade ;  right 
hon.  C.  P.  Villiera,  President  of  Poor  Law 
Board ;  right  hon.  sir  Ckorge  Grey,  Chancellor 
of  the  Du^y  of  Lancaster. 

June  25.  The  allied  forces  accompanying 
the  English  and  French  ambassadors  to  the 
Chinese  court,  being  obstructed  in  their  pas- 
sage up  the  Pei-ho  river,  on  their  way  to  Pekin, 
attempted  to  force  their  way,  but  were  repulsed 
with  the  loss  of  about  450  men. 

Aug.  18.  Parliament  jaorogued  by  commis- 
sion. 

Oct.  80.  For  several  months  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  workmen  employed  in  the  Building 
trades  of  the  metropolis  continued  on  strike, 
their  demand  being  chiefly  for  the  establish- 
ment of  nine  hours  as  the  time  of  a  working 
day  :  much  distress  prevailed  in  the  families 
of  the  workmen.  Many  of  the  employers 
having  adopted  the  rule  of  payment  by  the 
hour,  the  men  gradually  returned  to  work. 

Italt. — On  the  Ist  of  January,  the  Emperor 
of  the  French  at  his  new  year's  day  reception  of 
vhe  foreign  ambassadors,  said  to  M.  de  Hubner, 
the  Austrian  representative ; — ''I  regret  that 
our  relations  with  your  government  are  not  so 
good  as  they  were,  but  I  request  yon  to  tell  the 
emperor  that  my  personal  feelings  for  him 
have  not  changed."  These  words  reported  in 
the  newspapers  caused  a  great  sensation 
throughout  Europe.  On  the  10th  the  king  of 
Sardinia,  in  opening  the  Piedmontese  Chambers 
in  Turin,  said  :  **  The  horixonin  which  the  new 
year  rises  is  not  perfectly  serene  .  .  .  While 
we  respect  treaties,  we  are  not  insensible  to 
the  cry  of  grief  which  reaches  ns  from  so  many 
parts  of  Italy."  On  the  11th  of  February, 
Count  Cavour,  the  Piedmontese  Prime  Minister, 
in  a  speech  to  the  Turin  Chamber  of  Deputies, 
charged  AuBtria  with  assuming  an  offensive 
attitude  towards  Sardinia  by  placing  large 
bodiea  of  troops  along  the  frontier.  On  the 
27ih  lord  Cowley  arrived  at  Vienna,  aa 
an  envoy  from  the  British  government,  withj 
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a  Tiew  to  mediaia  between  the  Aastrian 
goTernmeDt  on  the  one  band,  and  France  and 
Sardinia  on  the  other.  Thii  mission  was  an- 
iQOcessful.  On  the  Ist  of  April  the  French 
gOTemment  decided  to  send  an  army  of  60,000 
men  to  the  Sardinian  frontier.  On  the  19th 
the  Aastrian  government  sent  an  uitimatum 
to  the  Court  of  Tnrin,  requiring  Sardinia  to 
disarm  immediately,  and  to  disband  the  Italian 
Tolnnteers.  Three  days  were  allowed  for  an 
answer.  Sardinia  rejected  this  uUintcUum, 
and  Great  Britain,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  pro- 
tested against  the  conduct  of  Austria.  France 
pTooeeded  to  prepare  for  war.  Peaceful  rero- 
lotions  took  place  on  the  27th  in  Tuscany,  and 
on  the  31 8t  at  Parma,  prorisional  goTemments 
being  formed  in  both  cases.  On  the  29th  the 
Austrian  army  crossed  the  Ticino.  On  the 
20th  of  May  the  French  and  Piedmontese, 
under  the  command  of  the  emperor  Napoleon 
and  Victor-Emmanuel,  defeated  the  Austrians 
at  Montebello.  On  the  27th  Garibaldi,  at  the 
head  of  the  Italian  Volunteers,  took  posseflsion 
of  the  city  of  Como,  after  defeating  the  Aus- 
trians insereral  engagements.  On  the  30th  the 
emperor  of  Austria  put  himself  at  the  head  of 
his  army  at  Verona.  On  the  81  st  the  Austrian 
army  was  defeated  by  the  Sardinians  at  Paiestro. 
On  Uie  1st  of  June  the  French  troops  occupied 
Norara.  On  the  4th  was  fought  the  battle  of 
Magenta,  in  which  the  Bmperur  of  the  Frendi 
commanded  the  Imperial  Guard  and  the 
ZouaTes.  The  Austrians  were  defeated  with 
immense  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  pri- 
soners. On  the  fith,  Milan  and  on  the7ih 
Paria,  were  etacuated  by  the  Austrians.  On 
the  8tb  the  emperor  Napoleon  and  Victor-Em- 
manuel entered  Milan  in  triumph.  On  the 
S2nd  the  Austrian  army  retreated  across  the 
Mincio.  On  the  2Uh  the  battle  of  Solferino 
took  place,  in  which  the  Austrians,  170,000  in 
number,  were  commanded  by  the  emperor 
Frands-Joeeph,  and  the  allied  French  and 
Sardinians,  numbering  about  150,000,  by  the 
emperor  Napoleon.  The  battle,  which  lasted 
from  five  o*clock  in  the  morning  till  eight  at 
night,  was  attended  with  enormous  slaughter. 
An  armistice  was  agreed  to  on  the  8th  of  July, 
and  on  the  11th  a  personal  interview  took 
place  at  Villafranca,  between  the  emperors  of 
France  and  Austria,  who  came  to  an  agreement 
as  to  the  terms  of  peace.  The  Treaty  of 
Peace  was  signed  at  Zurich,  on  the  11th 
November,  by  the^representatives  of  Austria, 
France,  and  Sardinia.  On  the  18th  of  No- 
Tember  General  Garibaldi  published  a  procla- 
mation to  the  Italians,  intimating  his  with- 
drawal from  the  service  in  consequence  of  the 
obstacles  placed  in  his  path  by  the  demands  of 
a  crafty  policy,  but  exhorting  the  Italians  to 
rally  round  Victor-EmmanueL 

LEGISLATION.  Session  22  &  23  Viotobijb. 
Cap.  27.  An  Act  to  faeiliiate  Orants  of 
Land  to  be  made  near  Populous  Placet  for 
the  Use  of  regtdated  Recreation  for  AduUiy 
und  at  Play-groundt  for  Children.     Enabling 


lands  given  for  such  purposes  to  be  held  bj 
trustees,  empowering  corporations  and  parishes 
to  grant  lands,  for  the  purchase  or  main- 
tenance of  which  personal  property  of  not  more 
than  1000/.  in  value  may  be  bequeathed. 

Gap.  8i.  To  amend  and  ea^in  the  Act 
of  the  6  Geo.  IV.  cap.  129,  to  repeal  the 
Lam  relating  to  the  ConUnnation  of  Wort- 
ment  and  to  make  other  Proviiion  in  liett 
thereof.  Allows  workmen  to  unite  for  the 
purpose  of  regulating  their  wages  or  other 
matters,  peaceably  and  in  a  reasonable  manner, 
and  without  threat  or  intimidation,  direct  or 
indirect,  bnt  not  to  break  or  to  induce  another 
to  break  any  contract 

Cap.  56.  To  amend  the  Act  S  d:  6  Wm. 
IV,  cap.  63,  relating  to  Weightt  and  Mea- 
Muret.  Imperial  standards  are  to  be  furnished, 
and  inspectors  appointed  in  counties  and 
towns,  who  are  to  examine  beams,  scales, 
weights,  and  measures  ;  &lse  ones  being  sub- 
ject to  forfeiture  and  fine.  Owners  of  markets 
are  to  provide  such  articles  for  general  use, 
and  to  have  their  accuracy  tested  at  least  twice 
a  year. 

Gap.  66.  For  regulating  Meaevree  used  in 
the  Sale  of  Oat.  A  general  Act  by  which 
inspectors  are  appointed,  and  meters  are  to  be 
examined  and  stamped,  and  no  meter  to  be 
considered  legal  unless  stamped. 

Revenue,  61,660, 090Z.  ;  Expenditure  — 
Army,  14,676,720i. ;  Navy,  11,072,242^  ;  for 
all  objects,  68,679, 67U;  Debt,  802,449,2362. 

Exports  of  British  and  Irish  Produce^ 
130,411,529^ 

Emigration — to  North  American  Colonies, 
6,689  ;  to  United  States,  70,303;  to  Austra- 
lian Colonies  and  New  Zealand,  31,013  ;  to 
aU  other  places,  12,427:  toUl,  120,432. 

Amount  of  Gold  imported  from  Australia, 
8,624,566/. 

Bailway  Traffic :  Miles  open,  10,002 ;  num- 
ber of  passengers,  149,807,148;  traffic  re- 
ceipts, 25,743,5022. 

Number  of  Paupers,  983,837. 

I860. 

Jan.  24.  Parliament  opened  by  the  Queen 
in  person.  The  speech  stated  that  a  con- 
ference of  the  great  powers  of  Europe  bad 
been  proposed  with  reference  to  the  affiurs  of 
Italy,  but  the  conference  had  been  postponed  ; 
— whether  in  congress  or  in  separate  negotia- 
tion, her  majesty  would  '*  endeavour  to  obtun 
for  the  people  of  Italy  freedom  from  foreign 
interference  oy  force  of  arms  in  their  internal 
concerns.'* 

Feb.  10.  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
brought  forward  his  budget,  which  included, 
among  other  measures,  an  extension  of  the 
licence  system  to  refreshment  houses  for  the 
sale  of  wines,  the  abolition  of  the  duties  on 
paper  and  numerous  other  articles,  with  the 
income-tax  at  sevenpence  in  the  pound  on 
incomes-  between  100/.  and  150/.,   and  ten- 
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pence  in  the  poand  on  inoomeg  above  1502.  » 
year. 

March  1.  Lord  John  Rassell  iotrodnoed 
a  bill  to  amend  the  representation  of  the 
people  of  BngUmd  and  Wales.  Similar  Re- 
form Mlla  were  introduced  for  Scotland  and 
Ireland. 

Feb.  12.  By  votes  recorded  on  the  11th  and 
12th,  the  people  of  Toacany  and  the  Bomagna 
decided  on  annexation  to  Sardinia. 

Feb.  15.  General  rising  of  the  people  of 
Sicily  against  the  Neapolitan  government. 

Feb.  24.  Treaty  betvreen  France  and  Sar- 
dinia signed  at  Turin,  by  which  Savoy  and 
Nice  were  annued  to  France. 

May  1.  War  between  the  Maoris  of  New 
Zealand  and  the  British,  in  consequence  of  a 
diapute  about  the  sole  of  some  lands. 

i/Uj  8.  Lord  John  Eusseirs  Reform  bill 
-was  read  a  second  time  in  the  House  of  Gom- 
ZQons,  after  being  debated  for  four  nights. 

May  16.  Garibaldi's  troops  defeated  thoee 
of  the  king  of  Naples  at  Lioppo.  On  the  17th 
GaribakU  issued  a  proclamation  announcing 
that  he  had  assumed  the  responsibility  of  the 
dictatorship  of  Sicily. 

May  21.  In  the  House  of  Lords,  on  the 
motion  of  lord  Monteagle,  the  Paper  Duties 
Bepeal  Bill  was  thrown  out  by  193  votes  to 
104. 

May  22.  Garibaldi  defeated  the  Neapolitan 
forces,  and  on  the  27th  entered  Palermo.  On 
the  29th  the  ministers  of  the  king  of  Naples 
resigned  their  functions. 

June  1.  Armistice  agreed  to  between  Gari- 
baldi aod  the  Neapolitan  troops  in  Sicily. 

June  11.  Lord  John  Russell  stated  in  the 
House  of  Commons  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
large  number  of  amendments  on  tiie  proposed 
Reform  bill  of  which  notice  had  be^  given, 
and  the  lateness  of  the  session,  the  govern- 
ment had  resolved  to  withdraw  the  bilL 

June  28.  The  Queen  reviewed  18,000  vo- 
lunteers in  Hyde  Park. 

July  5.  The  House  of  Commons,  on  the 
motion  of  lord  Palmerston,  passed  three  re- 
solutions in  vindication  of  the  privileges  of 
the  House  against  the  recent  aggression  of 
the  Lords,  in  throwing  out  the  Paper  Duties 
Repeal  Bill,  the  rejecting  of  which,  being  a 
money  bill,  was  not  within  the  province  of  the 
Lords. 

July  9.  The  prince  of  Wales,  accompanied 
by  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  embarked  at  Plymouth  on  a 
visit  to  Cajiada  and  the  United  States.  On 
the  18th  of  August  the  prince  was  at  Quebec. 
On  the  20th  of  September  he  entered  the 
United  States  on  his  way  to  Washington  to 
visit  the  prendent^  travelling  under  the  title 
of  baron  Benfirew.  On  the  15th  of  November 
he  landed  at  Plymouth  on  his  return  home. 

July  16.  Opening  of  the  fourth  annual  con- 
gress of  the  International  Statistical  Congress 
in  London,  when  the  Prince  Consort,  as  presi- 
dent, delivered  an  address. 
July  21.  Bngland,  Fiance,  and  other  Buro- 


pean  powers,  united  in  sending  an  expedition 
to  Syria  to  protect  the  life  and  property  ot 
Europeans,  and  arrest  the  effusion  of  blood, 
in  the  conflicts  which  might  occur  and  were 
still  threatened  between  the  Druses  and  the 
Maronites. 

Aug.  7.  The  Queen  reviewed  about  20,000 
volunteers  in  the  Queen's  Park,  Edinburgh. 

Aug.  20.  Fuad  Pasha,  the  commissioner 
sent  to  Syria  by  the  sultan,  caused  167  per. 
sons  implicated  in  the  massacres  in  Syria  to 
be  executed  in  Damascus,  and  many  others  to 
be  sent  to  Constantinople  to  be  imprisoned  and 
put  to  hard  labour. 

Aug.  21.  The  Taku  forts  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Pei-ho  river  taken  by  the  British  and 
French  troops,  after  a  determined  resistance 
by  the  Tartan  forming  the  garrison.  The 
allies  proceeded  to  occupy  Tien-tsin,  the  am- 
bassadors and  the  main  body  of  the  army 
going  on  towards  Pekin. 

Aug.  28.  Parliament  closed  by  commission. 

Sept  7.  The  king  of  Naples  left  his  capital 
in  a  Spanish  ship  for  Gaeta.  Garibaldi  entered 
Naples  on  the  8th,  accompanied  only  by  his 
staff,  and  immediately  organized  a  government. 
On  the  9th  he  proclaimed  Victor* Emmanuel 
king  of  Italy,  and  on  the  11th  handed  over 
the  Neapolitan  fleet  to  the  Sardinian  admiral 

Sept.  29.  Ancona  capitulated  to  the  Sardi* 
nians.  The  papal  army,  with  their  commander, 
general  Lamoricidre^  surrendered  themselves 
prisoners  of  war. 

Oct.  1.  Garibaldi  defeated  the  NeapoUtans 
in  the  battle  of  the  Yoltomo. 

Oct.  24.  Peace  concluded  between  Great 
Britain  and  France  on  the  one  hand,  and 
China  on  the  other.  The  allies  were  repre- 
sented by  the  earl  of  Elgin  and  baron  Gros ; 
China  was  represented  by  prinoe  Kung, 
brother  of  the  emperor.  On  the  5th  of 
November  the  allied  forces  left  Pekin. 

Nov.  7.  The  king  of  Sardinia  entered  Naples, 
and  was  received  with  general  enthusiasm. 
On  the  9th  (Garibaldi  retired  to  his  small  pro* 
perty  on  the  little  island  of  Oaprera. 

Dec.  18.  Death  of  the  earl  of  Aberdeen, 
aged  77. 

Dec.  14.  Message  of  president  Buchanan  to 
the  United  States*  congress,  deprecating  the 
threatened  secession  of  the  Southern  states. 

Dec  20.  Secession  of  South  Carolina  from 
the  United  States  of  North  America. 

LEGISLATION.  Snsion  23  k  24  Yioiorui. 

Cap.  8.  An  Act  to  amend  the  Law  rtUUing 
to  the  vaUa^rfvl  AdminUtering  of  Poitont, 
Administering  poisons  or  noxious  substances 
with  intent  to  ipjure,  aggrieve,  or  annoy,  is 
made  punishable  as  a  misdemeanor  for  three 
years,  with  or  without  hard  labour ;  if  endan^ 
gering  life  or  causing  bodily  harm,  by  penal 
servitude  for  not  more  than  ten  nor  less  than 
three  years.  Persons  indicted  for  the  felony 
may  be  convicted  of  the  misdemeanor. 

Cap.  11.  To  amend  the  Lav  relating  to 
Endowed  Schoolt*     Provides  for  the  admia-  jp 
■^        ^  o 
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sioQ  of  children  of  parents  not  in  eommnnion 
with  the  Church  of  England,  where  not  ex- 
pressly required  by  the  endowment. 

Cap.  27.  FffT  gf^nting  to  Her  Majesty 
iDtrtam  DtUies  on  Wme  Licences  and  Re- 
freshment Houses,  and  for  regtUating  the 
licensing  of  RefreshmenJt  Houses,  and  the 
granting  of  Wine  Licences,  Licences  for  the 
retailing  of  foreign  wine  to  be  drunk  on  the 
premises  to  be  granted  by  the  commissioners 
of  inland  roYenue,  within  certain  limited 
hours,  and  nnder  certain  regulations. 

Cap.  78.  To  plnce  the  Bmploijment  of 
Women,  young  Persons,  and  Children  in 
Bleaching  Works  and  Dyeing  Works,  under 
the  Regulations  of  the  Factory  Acts. 

Cap.  84.  For  preventing  the  Adulteration 
of  Articles  of  Food  or  Drink.  Articles  of 
food  adulterated  with  anything  prejudicial  to 
health,  subjects  the  seller,  if  aware  of  it,  to  a 
penalty  of  51.  Chemical  analysers  are  to  be 
appointed,  and  purchasers  may  hare  a  sus- 
pected article  analysed  on  payment  of  a  fee 
varying  from  2*.  6d.  to  10».  6di. 

Cap.  151.  For  the  Regulaiion  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Mines.  Forbids  the  employment  of 
boys  under  the  sge  of  twelve,  or  not  under 
ten,  with  a  certificate  of  having  attended 
school  for  a  certain  period.  Penalties  are 
imposed  for  giving  false  certificates,  and  in- 
spectors are  appointed. 

Cap.  154.  To  coTisolidat'e  and  amend  the 
Law  of  Lwtdlord  and  Tenant  in  Ireland, 
Several  acts  are  repealed,  and  fixtures  of  trade 
and  agriculture  erected  by  a  tenant  at  his  own 
expense  are  made  removeable,  if  not  injuring 
the  freehold.  Compensation  is  to  be  made 
for  the  crops  or  manuring  the  land  on  the 
removal  of  the  tenant. 

Revenue,  67,458,093^.  ;  Expenditure -- 
Army,  14,168,621  ;  Navy,  12,991,668/.  ;  for 
all  objects,  68,069,281/.;  Debt»  801,477,741/. 

Emigration— to  North  American  Colonies, 
9,786 ;  to  United  States,  87,500  ;  to  Austra- 
lian Colonies  and  New  Zealand,  24,302  ;  to 
aU  other  places,  6,881  :  total,  128,469. 

Amount  of  Qold  imported  from  Australia, 
6,7iy.OOO/. 

Bail  way  Traffic  :  Miles  open,  10,438  ;  num- 
ber of  passengers,  168,483,572  ;  traffic  re- 
ceipts, 27,766,622/. 

Number  of  Paupers,  978,255. 

1861. 

Jan  1.  The  French  government  abolished 
the  passport  system  in  respect  of  British  sub- 
jects travelling  in  France. 

Jan.  3.  President  Buchanan  received  com- 
missioners from  South  Carolina,  who  requested 
that  the  trooj  s  should  be  removed  from  the  forts 
of  the  United  States  in  Charleston  Harbour. 
The  President,  in  accordance  with  the  views  of 
the  majority  of  his  Cabinet,  refused  to  with- 
draw the  troops. 

Jan.   12.    Famine  in  north-western  India, 


owing  to  want  of  nun.  Besides  money  granted  by 
the  government,  and  raised  by  subscriptioB  in 
Calcutta,  upwards  of  100,000/.  was  transmitted 
from  London  and  Liverpool,  the  oontributioos 
of  the  people  of  G^reat  Britain  for  the  relief  of 
the  starving  millions  of  the  Indian  rice  country. 

Feb.  4.  The  emperor  Napoleon,  in  opening 
the  French  Legislative  Chambers,  invited  free 
discussion  on  ^e  topics  submitted  to  their  oom- 
sideration,  and  intimated  that  the  newspapers 
would  now  be  permitted  to  publish  the  debates. 

Feb.  5.  Parliament  opened  by  the  Queen  in 
person,  who,  vk  the  Boyal  speech,  expressed 
her  concern  at  the  unhappy  diflerenoes  which 
had  arisen  between  the  State^  composing  the 
North  American  Union,  and  her  heartfelt  wish 
that  these  differences  might  be  susceptible  of  a 
satisfactory  adjustment. 

Feb.  14.  Qaeta  surrendered  to  the  Piedmon- 
tese  general,  Cialdini,  after  suffering  severely 
from  the  prolonged  siege  and  bombardment. 
The  ex-king  and  queen  of  Naples  left  the  har- 
bour on  board  the  French  ship  Mouette. 

Feb.  26.  Mr.  Bruce  took  up  his  residence  at 
Pekin  as  British  plenipotentiary  at  the  Chinese 
Court 

April  8.  The  decennial  census  of  Ghreat  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland  taken  this  day. 

1  England  and  Wales  .     .     .  20,061,725 

2  ScotUnd 3,061,329 

3  Ireland 5,764,543 

4  Islands  in  the  British  Seas        143, 779 

5  Army,  Navy  and  Merchant 

Seamen 303,412 


Total    ....  29,334,788 

The  males  and  females  numbered  in  each  case 
as  follows :  (1)  9,758,852  males  and  10,302,873 
females;  (2)  1,447,015  m.  and  1,614,314  f. ; 
(3)  2,804,961  m.  and  2,959,582  f.  ;  and  (4) 
66,394  m.  and  77,885  f.  ;  the  total  consists  of 
14,380,684  of  the  one  sex,  and  14,954,154  of 
the  other. 

April  8.  Disturbances  in  Warsaw,  in  which 
in  a  few  days  about  a  thousand  persons  were 
killed  and  wounded  by  the  Bussian  troops. 

April  15.  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
brought  forward  his  budget,  in  which  he  pro- 
posed to  reduce  the  rate  of  income-tax  from 
10(/.  to  9e/.  in  the  pound,  to  abolish  the  paper 
duties,  and  to  re-enact  the  existing  duties  on 
tea  and  sugar  for  one  year. 

April  15.  Proclamation  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  the 
new  president  of  the  United  States,  calling  out 
the  militia  of  the  several  states,  and  summon* 
ing  an  early  session  of  congress,  to  meet  on 
July  4th. 

April  18.  At  Harper^s  Ferry  the  commis- 
Bionei*s  of  the  Federal  government,  being 
pressed  by  a  superior  force,  destroyed  the 
armoury,  the  arsenal,  and  15,000  stand  of 
arms,  and  retired  to  Pennsylvania. 

April  29.  In  the  House  of  Lords  it  was 
stated  by  lord  Wodehouse  that  her  majesty^s 
government  had  decided  not  to  intrude  advice 
or  counsel  on  the  government  of  the  United 
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States ;  but  thai  lord  Lyona,  the  Britiah  am- 
tMuaador  at  Waahington,  had  been  instructed 
to  express  on  OTery  fitting  occasion  the  earnest 
^Usire  of  her  migesty's  goTemment  that  the 
•differences  between  tbe  North  and  the  South 
xuigbt  be  amicably  arranged. 

April  29.  Jefferson  Davis,  president  of  the 
Confederate  States,  sent  a  message  to  the  Con- 
federate congress  respecting  the  war  with  the 
Federal  States.  In  this  message  he  announced 
that  a  permanent  constitution  of  the  Confede- 
xate  States  had  been  ratified. 

Hay  3.  Messages  from  the' Queen  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  intimated  her  majesty^s 
sanction  to  a  marriage  between  the  princess 
Alice  and  prince  Louis  of  Hesse.  On  the  6th, 
Parliament  roted  to  the  princess  Alice  a  dower 
<xf  30,000^,  and  an  annuity  of  6,0002. 

June  1.  Death  of  Count  Cavour,  prime  mi- 
nister of  Yictor-Kmmanuel,  king  of  Italy. 

June  10.  Bepulse  of  the  Federal  American 
troops  by  the  Confederates  at  Great  Bethel, 
between  James  river  and  York  river. 

July  4.  The  Federal  American  Congress,  in 
•extraordinary  session,  authorised  the  employ- 
ment of  500, 000  Volunteers,  and  voted  a  supply 
of  500  million  dollars  to  carry  on  the  war. 

July  21.  The  Federal  army  beaten  by  the 
<!;onfederate8  at  Builds  Run,  near  Manassas 
Junction,  after  nine  hours*  severe  fighting. 

Aug.  6.  Parliament  prorogued. 

Oct.  25.  Death  of  sir  James  R.  G.  Graham, 
Bart.,  aged  69. 

Nov.  8.  The  "  Trent,"  West  India  mail 
steamer,  which  left  Havannah  on  the  7th,  was 
boarded  by  the  *<San  JacintoJ"  United  States 
man-of-war,  commanded  by  captain  Wilkes, 
and  four  passengers — Messrs.  Slidell  and 
Mason,  Confederate  commissioners  to  London 
and  Paris,  with  their  secretaries — ^were  forcibly 
abducted,  the  commander  of  the  **  Trent"  and 
the  Admiralty  agent  in  charge  of  the  mail  ener- 
getically protesting  against  the  outrage,  which 
they  had  no  power  to  prevent. 

Nov.  80.  Earl  Russell,  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affiiirs — having  received  information 
•on  the  27th  of  the  seizure  of  the  Confederate 
commissioners  on  board  the  *' Trent) '* — de- 
spatched instructions  to  lord  Lyons  to  demand 
the  resu>ration  of  the  four  pasBengers  taken 
from  the  '*  Trent"  by  capUin  Wilkes.  On  the 
18th  of  December  the  first  draft  of  troops  was 
■sent  off  from  this  country  for  Canada,  followed 
by  several  detachments  in  the  next  ten  days. 
On  the  27th  of  December,  Mr.  Seward,  the 
American  secretary  of  state,  informed  lord 
Lyons  that  the  four  prisoners  would  be  cheer- 
fully given  up  by  the  United  States  government, 
which  had  not  authorized  or  sanctioned  the  act 
of  captain  Wilkes  in  capturing  them.  They 
were  accordingly  given  up  to  lord  Lyons  on  the 
2nd  of  January,  1862,  and  sent  by  him  imme- 
4liately  to  England. 


Deo.  14.  Death  of  the  Prince  Consort  at 
Windsor  Castle,  in  his  48rdyear. 

LEGISLATION.    Sisaiox  24  k  25  Yiotobui. 

Cap.  14.  An  Act  to  grant  additional  facUi' 
ties  for  depotiting  Small  Savings  at  Inter ut, 
with  the  ieeurity  of  the  Oovemment  for  the  due 
Repayment  therwf.  This  Act  enables  a  depo- 
sitor of  any  amount  not  less  than  a  shilling  to 
deposit  bis  savings  in  any  money-order  office^ 
which  he  may  withdraw  from  any  other  office^ 
and  which,  while  it  remains,  receives  an  in* 
terest  of  2|  per  oent  per  annum. 

Cap.  47.  To  facilitate  the  Oonetruotion  and 
Improvement  of  ffarhowre,  by  anthorizing 
Loane  to  Harbour  authoritieSt  to  aboliA 
Pauing  Tolls,  and  for  other  purposes.  The 
chief  purposes  are  to  abolish  tolls,  unless  &ci- 
llties  are  afforded  to  equalize  the  dues  on  foreign 
ships  with  those  of  British,  and  to  abolish 
passing  tolls. 

Cap.  55.  To  amend  the  Laws  regarding  the 
Removal  of  the  Poor,  and  the  ContribvUion 
of  Parishes  to  the  common  Funds  in  Unions, 
Reduces  the  power  of  removing  poor  persons  to 
a  residence  of  three  years  without  receiving 
parish  relie£  The  contribution  of  parishes  to 
the  common  fund  is  to  be  computed  on  the 
rental,  and  not  on  the  payment  to  its  own  poor. 
A  similar  Act  was  passed  for  Irehind.  (CaiK  76.) 

Cap.  109.  To  amend  the  Laws  relating  to 
Fineries  of  Salmon  in  England.  This  ensures 
the  preservation  of  salmon  in  English  rivers  by 
many  detailed  precautions. 

Cap,  117.  To  place  the  Employment  of 
Women,  young  Persons,  Youths,  and  Children 
in  Lace  Factories  under  the  Regulations  of  the 
Factory  Acts, 

Cap.  188.  To  amend  the  Law  rdating  to 
AgrietUtural  Drainage,  Enables  parties  to 
join  in  effecting  drainage  that  could  not  be  ac- 
complished by  indiridnals. 

Cap.  184.  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Bankruptcy  and  Insolvency.  Abolishes  the 
Courts  of  the  Commissioners  of  Bankruptcy  and 
the  Court  of  Insolvency,  and  enacts  the  course 
of  procedure  before  new  judicatures. 

Revenue,  63,905,884/.  ;  Expenditure- 
Army,  15,709,299/.  ;  Navy,  12,608,042/. ;  for 
all  objects,  66,120,092/. ;  Debt^  799,949,807/. 

Exports  of  British  and  Irish  Produce, 
125,115,138/. 

Migration—to  North  American  Colonies, 
12,707  ;  to  United  States,  49,764;  to  Austra- 
lian Colonies  and  New  Zealand,  28,788  ;  to  all 
other  places,  5561  :  total,  91,770. 

Amount  of  Gold  imported  from  Australia, 
6,831,225/. 

Railway  Traffic  :  Miles  open,  10,870 ;  num- 
ber of  passengers,  178,721,189;  traffic  re- 
ceipts, 28,565,355/. 

Number  of  Paupers,  1,019,539. 
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Ireland,  1798.  vii.  364;  commands  the  British 
expedition  to  Holland,  1799, 885,  386 ;  superseded 
by  the  duke  of  York,  386 ;   lands  his  army  at 
ADoukir   Bay.   386 ;   defeats   the   French   near 
Alexandria,  Mar.  21,  1801,  407  ;  death  of,  fW>m  a 
wound.  Mar.  28,  ibid. 
Aberdeen,  earl  of,  negotiates  fur  peace,  1814,  vii. 
569 ;  approves  of  the  declaration  of  Frankfort, 
viii.  24  ;  foreign  secretaiy.  1828,  234 
Abjuration  Bill  of  James  ll.  rejected  1090,  v.  104  ; 

of  the  Pretender,  passed  1702,  253,  254 
Abo  peace  of,  1743,  vi.  120 
Abolition  of  Slavery.    See  Slavery. 
Aboakir,  battie  of,  July  25,  1799,  vii.  381 
Academy  of  Ancient  Concerts,  established  1710,  v. 

431 
Academy,  Royal ;  attempts  to  establish  an  academy 
of  art,  viL  67,  68 ;  scheme  for  a,  suggested  bv  sir 
J.  Thomhill,  68 ;  the  idea  revived  :  first  exhibi- 
tion of  the  works  of  living  artists,  April  21, 1760, 
ibid.  ;  second  exhibition,  68,  69  ;  Oe<nge  III.  first 
patron ;  Reynolds  first  president^   70 ;  foimda- 
tion  of  the,  Dec.  10, 1768,  70,  71 :  first  exhibition 
and  exhibitors  in  1769,  71 ;  exhibition  and  exhi- 
bitors in  1780,  72 ;  supplants  all  rivals;  sources 
for  tbo  history  of  the.  ibid. 
Adand,  gen.,  joins  Wellington  atVimiero,  vii.  502 
Acre  besiegeid  unsuccessfully  by  Bonaparte,  1799, 

vii.  380,  381 
Act  of  Grace.  1690 ;  exceptions  to,  v.  104, 105 
Act  of  Security  passed  by  Scottish  parliament ; 

assent  reftised,  1703,  v.  312 ;  granted,  1705,  313 
Act  of  Settlement)  independence  of  judges  deter- 
mined by,  V.  147 ;  passed,  1701 ;  clauses  repealed, 
246  ;  copy  of,  255,  256 
Adam,  James  and  Robert,  their  arehitecttual  works, 

vii  80 
Adtun,  remarks  of,  on  the  sentence  of  Muir  and 

Patoier,  vii.  299,  800 
Adams,  John,  high>mindedness  of,  in  defending 
Preston,  vi.  813;  his  conference  with  Lord  Howe, 
the  British  commissioner,  1776,  372 ;  one  of  the 
commissioners  for  settling  the  conditions  of 
peace  between  England  and  the  United  Stotes ; 
signs  the  preliminaries,  Nov.  20,  1783,  457 ;  in- 
terview with  George  III.  in  1785  as  minister 
plenipotentiarv ;  evidence  against  the  charge  of 
the  king's  incivility  towards  Jefferson  and,  461, 
462 ;  president  of  the  United  States,  1796-1800,  vii. 
575,  viii.  8 
Adams,  J.  Q.,  an  American  plenipotentiary  for  con- 
cluding the  peace  of  Ghent,  viii.  19  ;  president  of 
the  United  States,  1825-9,  268 


Adams,  Samuel,  rouses  the  Americans,  1778,  vf. 
336 ;  denies  that  the  Americans  have  lost  tiieir 
good  will  towards  England,  1774,  341 ;  proscribed 


by  Gage,  355 
Iddington  ( ' 


Addington  elected  speaker  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, Nov.  1790,  vii.  189 ;  anecdote  of  Burke  and 
Pitt  bv,  207  ;  his  sanguine  expectations  of 
the  duke  of  Brunswick's  campaign,  235 ;  visits* 
Dimcan's  fleet,  349;  hopes  roused  by  Nelson's 
victory  of  the  Nile,  358,  359  ;  first  lord  of  the 
treasury  and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  Mar. 
14,  1801,  400 ;  remonstrates  with  Bonaparte  for 
his  encroachments,  417 ;  his  policy  towards- 
France,  419 ;  requires,  through  lord  Whitworth, 
Bonaparte  to  explain  his  views  towards  Great 
Britain,  420 ;  negotiates  for  sharing  the  power 
with  Pitt,  424 ;  weakness  of  his  ministiy,  430 ; 
resigns  May  10,  1804,  431 ;  joins  Pitt,  437 ;  vis- 
count Sidmouth  and  president  of  the  council^ 

1805,  437;  resigns,  July,  440;  lord  privy  seal, 

1806,  463 ;  resig^is,  1807,  479 ;  measures  recom- 
mended by,  to  put  down  the  riots  of  1812,  543 ; 
home  secretary,  543,  577 ;  viii.  156 ;  his  employ- 
ment of  spies  justified,  81,  82  ;  has  no  fiedth 
in  a  favouraUe  change  in  the  internal  condition, 
of  the  country,  84  ;  states  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
secuting for  libel ;  his  circular  letter  giving  tibie 
judge  increased  powers  in  cases  of  libel  tiials,  ibid. ; 
this  proceeding  considered  unconstitutional,  84,. 
85  ;  his  opinion  of  the  laws  against  reformers, 
104;  int>mises  the  Manchester  magistrates  go- 
vernment supnort  against  the  reformers,  106; 
thanks  them  for  their  measures  for  preserving^- 
tranquillity,  108  ;  succeeded  as  home  secretary  by 
sir  Robert  Peel,  1822,  178  ;  resigns  his  seat  in  the 
cabinet,  184 

Addison,  Joseph,  defends  Steele  against  the  charge 
of  libel  imputed  to  him  by  the  house  of  com- 
mons, 1713,  V.  399  ;  writes  for  the  "Tatler,"  405 ; 
member  of  parliament ;  popularity  ;  his  influence 
and  aims  as  an  essayist,  406 ;  with  Steele  he  directs 
the  popular  attention  to  Milton,  Shakspere,  and* 
oiu:  old  English  ballads,  408, 409  :  the  precursor  of 
English  novelists ;  the  Spectator's  dub  described 
by,  409-412  :  his  works,  with  those  of  other 
essayists,  create  a  ^neral  taste  for  reading.  413 ; 
ridicules  the  political  extravagances  of  the  ladies 
of  his  day,  417,  418 ;  description  of  contemporary 
female  chuacters  by,  423;  remarks  on  pujqpet 
plays  and  the  opera,  424  ;  description  of  a  mas- 
querade, 425 ;  remarks  on  the  superstition,  430,. 
431 ;  the  popular  music,  431 ;  and  the  translations, 
from  the  Latin  and  Greek,  of  his  day.  434 ;  re- 
bukes Pope  for  his  controverBial  spirit,  436; 
appointed  secretary  of  state,  Apr.  1717,  vi.  80 ; 
supports  the  Peerage  Bill,  1719,  88 

Adelaide,  princess,  of  Saxe  Meiningen,  marries  the 
duke  of^  Clarence  (William  IV. X  July  13,  1818,. 
viii.  97  ;  character  of,  378 

Adrianople,  peace  of.  Sept  14,  1829,  viii.  383 

Afghan  War,  1838-1842,  narrative  of  the,  viii  450- 
461 

African,  The,  Company,  commenced  operations  1530,, 
V.  39 

Aftican  and  Indian  Company,  constitute^695,  v.     ^ 
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til6;  projects  the  founding  a  colony  at  Darien, 
217  ;  the  colony  sails  from  Leith,  July  26,  16»8, 
218 ;  arrives  at  Darien,  Nov.  4,  ibid. ;  the  colo- 
nists quarrel  with,  and  declare  war  against  the 
Spanifloxls,  219 ;  food  grows  scarce  ;  famine  and 
pestilence  prevail ;  they  forsake  Darien,  220  ;  the 
comi)finy  send  out  1300  more  men,  221 ;  the 
colony  blockaded  by  the  Spaniards,  222;  it 
capitulates ;  and  abandons  the  settlement, 
ib%d. ;  this  failure  rouses  the  spirit  of  the 
Scotch,  who  inveigh  against  WUham  and  the 
English,  ibid. ;  it  continues  a  source  of  irri- 
tation for  several  years  between  the  two 
nations,  223  ;  but  the  difficulties  are  smoothed 
over  in  the  union,  ibid. ;  quarrels  with  the  East 
India  Ck>mpany  ;  a  eaptain  of  one  of  their  vessels 
is  seixed  and  executed  by  the  £.  I.  Company 
on  a  false  charge  of  murder,  313 

Aghrim,  battle  of,  July  12,  1«91,  v.  127,  128 

Agnew,  sir  Andrew,  presents  petitions  to  parlia- 
ment praying  for  the  better  observance  of  the 
Sabbati,  vUi.  322 

Agra,  battle  of,  1803,  vii.  456 

Agricidturo,  state  of,  in  queen  Aimo's  time,  v.  81  ; 
great  influence  of  the  population  of  London  and 
Westminster  upon,  ibid.  ;  state  of,  in  Norfolk, 
vli.  5  ;  Coke's  efforts  for  the  improvement  of,  6 ; 
state  of,  in  Suffolk,  6,  7 :  manufacture  of  imple- 
ments of,  8 ;  in  Buckinghamshire  ;  its  dairy  farm 
produce,  9;  in  Oxfordshire  and  Northampton- 
shire, 10 ;  improvements  in  Bedfordshire ;  the 
duke  of  Bedford's  exertions,  1 1 ;  Bakewell's  art 
of  fattening  cattle  and  sheep  ;  improved  breeds, 
12 ;  reclamation  of  the  fens  of  Cambridgeshire 
and  Lincobwhire,  14,  15;  of  Lincoln  Heath,  15, 16, 
and  the  Wolds,  16 ;  state  of,  in  Nottingham  and 
Derby -shires,  ibui. ;  Surrey,  Middlesex,  and  Kent, 
17 ;  m  Sussex,  Hants,  and  Berkshire,  18 ;  in 
Wiltshire,  21 ;  backward  state  of  farming  in 
Wiltshire,  22 ;  progress  of,  in  Dorsetshire ;  en- 
closiu'e  of  landfl  from  1734  to  1828,  ibid.  :  in 
Devonshire  and  Somersetshire,  23 ;  in  Cornwall, 
24 ;  Wales,  24,  25 ;  and  the  west  midland  counties, 
25:  system  of  under-drainage  discovered,  1764; 
uncultivated  wastes  of  Staffordshire ;  slow  pro- 
gress of,  in  Lancashire,  26 ;  reclaiming  of  the 
mosses  in  the  Fylde  district,  27 ;  Cheshire  :  pro- 
gress of  Yorkshire  in,  promoted  by  the  labours 
of  the  marquis  of  Rockingham,  ibvl. ;  dr  Digby 
Lcgard,  '27,  28 ;  and  James  Croft,  the  agricultural 
coUier,  28,  29 ;  land  and  cattle  of  Durham,  30 ; 
^eep  and  waste  land  of  Northumberland,  ibid.  ; 
progress  of,  stimulated  by  the  example  of  the 
CXilleys,  31 ;  Westmoreland  and  its  lake  district, 
31, 32 :  the  LfOthiaus,  Haddington,  Roxburgh,  and 
Selkirk -shires,  33 ;  Scotch  sheep,  34  ;  in  Ayrshire, 
35 ;  Lanarkshire  and  Renfrewshire,  36 ;  pro- 
gress of,  in  the  north-western  district  of  Scot- 
land, 36,  38 ;  in  Ireland,  38  ;  the  potatoc  cultiva- 
tion, 39  ;  bad  harvests  and  high  prices  from  1795 
to  1800,  890-392 

Ahmedabad  taken  by  general  Goddard,  vii,  129 

Ahmcdnuggiir  captured  by  the  British  1803,  vii. 
456 

Aikcnhead,  Thomas,  hanged  for  blasphemy  in  1696, 
V.  214 

Aislabie,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  bribed 
by  the  directors  of  the  South  Sea  Company, 
vi.  44  ;  accused  of  fhiud ;  expelled  the  house 
of  comiiiouts,  and  committed  to  the  Tower, 
45 

Aitkcn,  alu/^  John  the  Painter,  attempts  to  binm 
the  English  dockyards ;  his  trial  and  confession, 
vi.  373,  .j74 

Aix-la  Chapelle,  i^iicc  of.  May  2,  1668,  vi.  387 ; 
treaty  of,  1748.  vi.  TJO,  180,  iSl 

Aix  Roads,  loni  Cochranc's  enterprizc  in,  April 
11,  180V),  vii.  510 

Akbar  Khan,  hi.s  treachery  towards,  and  murder  of, 
MocNiighten,  viii.  456 ;  hia  conduct  towards  the 
British  army,  456-458 

Akeiisidc,  Milrk,  his  **  Plea.snrcs  of  Imagination" 
published  1744,  vii.  87 

Akerman.  keeper  of  Newgate  ;  his  house  set  on  fire 
by  the  Gordon  ric^crs,  1780.  vi.  408 

Albemarle,  A.  J.   von.  Kepi>el,  eiwl  of;  ho  is  taken 


into  William  II I. 'a  favour,  which  cauMs  the 
leaknuT  of  PorUand,  v.  236 

Albemarle,  earl  of,  commands  the  land  foroea  in 
the  Havannah  expedition,  1762,  vi.  266 

Alberoni,  cardinal  Oiuho,  prime  minister  of  Spain ; 
sends  a  million  French  livres  to  Bpaar  to  stir 
Charles  XI  I. 's  soldiers,  vi.  29;  early  career;  in- 
stigates disputes  ;*and  intrigues  against  England 
and  France,  31,  32  ;  retaliates  Byng's  destructian 
of  the  Spacish  fleet  by  seizing  all  British  goods 
in  Spanish  ports.  34  ;  leagues  with  the  Preten- 
der ;  detected  plotting  against  the  regent  Or- 
leans :  France  consequently  declares  war  against 
Spain,  1718,  36  ;  he  cnrganixes  expeditions  againct 
France,  England  and  Scotland.  36 ;  diamisaed  hia 
offices,  and  banished  the  country;  retuma  to 
Italy,  37 

Albert,  archduke  of  Austria,  commands  the  Aus- 
trian army  at  the  siege  of  Lille,  1792,  viL  23<S 

Albert,  prince,  of  Saxe  Coburg,  marriage  of,  to 
queen  Victoria,  viii.  426;  his  high  opinion  of 
William  III.,  472;  speech  of,  proclaiming  the 
unity  of  interest  in  all  classes  of  society,  662 

Albert  Edward,  prince  of  Wales,  bom  Nov.  9, 1841, 
viii.  493 

Albuera,  battle  of.  May  16,  1811,  viL  538 

Aldrich,  dean  Henry,  his  architectural  works,  v. 
458 

Aleximder  I.  of  Russia,  defeat  of  his  army  at  Aus- 
terlits  ;  forms  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  king 
of  Prussia,  vii  460 ;  wars  with  Fmnce,  1807,  487 ; 
concludes  the  peace  of  Tilsit  with  Napoleon ;  the 
interview  on  the  Niemen  raft  with  Napoleon,  488 ; 
terms  of  the  treaty,  patent  and  secret,  488,  4S9  ; 
offends  Bonaparte  by  relaxing  the  severity  of  the 
Russian  commercial  law ;  allies  himself  with 
Sweden  ;  Bonaparte  wars  against  him,  1812,  556 ; 
concludes  an  alliance  with  Prussia,  561 ;  his  meet- 
ing with  Frederick  Wlllixun  in  the  great  square  of 
Leipeig,  566 ;  succeeds  Paul  I.  as  emperor  of 
Russia,  1801,  574  ;  attends  the  Congress  of^  Vienna, 
1814,  viU.  42 ;  obtains  the  sovereignty  over  Po- 
land, 43, 44  ;  organiaee  the  Holy  Alliance,  46 ;  suc- 
ceeded by  Nicholas  I.  1825,  268 

Alexandria,  Bonaparte  lands  at,  July,  1798;  captured 
by  the  French,  vU.  358  ;  battie  of.  Mar.  21.  1801, 
407 ;  capituhitcs  to  the  British,  Mar.  20,  1807,  486 

Algarves.    See  Godoy. 

Algiers,  battie  of,  Aug.  27,  1816,  viii.  49,  50;  see 
Exmouth,  lord,  47-50  ;  captured  by  the  French, 
1830,  249 

Allbaud,  attempts  to  take  Louis  Philippe's  life,  1830, 
viii.  374 

Alien  Bill,  passage  of,  through  Parliament,  viL  244, 
249 ;  passed  Jan,  4,  1793,  249 

Ali-Ghur  stormed  by  the  British,  Sept.  4,  1803,  vii. 
456 

Allegiance,  Oath  of ;  many  clergymen  rcfUse  to  take 
it,  1689,  V.  70 

Allen,  Ethan,  an  American  revolutionist,  1775 :  catv 
tiires  Ticonderoga,  vi.  350 ;  mode  prisoner  on  ma 
march  against  Montreal ;  sent  to  England,  362 

Alliimce,  Tne  Hol^*,  a  treaty  so  called  concluded  at 
Paris,  Sept.  26,  1815,  viii.  45,  382  ;  denounced  by 
the  British  parliiiment,  45 

Almanacs,  duty  on,  repealed,  1834,  viii.  346,  347 

Almanza,  battle  of,  April  25,  1707,  v.  330 

Almeida,  siege  of ;  siurendered  to  the  trench,  Aug. 
1810,  vii.  531 

Almenara,  battle  of,  July  27,  1710,  v.  366 

Alompra,  Ids  conquests;  ascends  the  Birman 
throne,  viii.  219 

Althorp,  viscount,  appointed  first  I^rd  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, 1794,  vii.  316;  Secretary  of  State  for 
homo  department,  1806,  464 ;  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  1830,  viii.  267;  his  budget  for  1831, 
271 ;  description  of,  by  Fnmois  Jeffrey,  279  ;  in- 
terview of  Jeffrey  with,  just  after  the  resignation 
of  the  Grey  ministry,  1831, 296  ;  speech  on  moving 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  suppresaiou 
of  disturbances  in  Ireland,  18-33,  323 ;  nnanciol 
statement,  324, 325  ;  his  bill  for  limiting  the  hours 
of  laboiu*  in  fiictories  pasBod,  333,  334  ;  introduces 
the  Poor-law  Amendment  bill,  1834,  336,  341  ; 
moves  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  on  the  Irish 
Church  question  and  the  previous  question,  344  ; 
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resigns  his  chancellorahip,  18S4 ;  reasons  for  doing 
«o,  S44,  S45  ;  resumes  It  sgain  in  the  Melbourne 
•administration ;  brings  forward  a  modified  Coer- 
cion bill,  84(5 :  finanml  statement  and  proposed 
reduction  of  taxes,  846,  847 ;  his  removal  to  the 
Lords  (as  £arl  Spencer)  the  ostensible  caiise  of 
the  dismissal  of  the  Moltwume  ministry,  360, 851 

Alt  Ranstjidt,  peace  of,  Sept.  24,*1706,  ▼.  889 

.Uum  Shah,  Great  Mogul ;  seeks  British  protection, 
vi.  832  ;  U;)stings  deprives  him  of  the  money  and 
district  granted  by  Clive,  vil.  124  ;  his  power  re- 
stored to  him  by  general  Iiake,  456 

Alvlnsy,  commands  the  Aiistriim  juroy  In  Italy ; 
defeats  Bonaparte  at  Caldiero,  Nov.  12,  1706  ;  re- 
pulnes  Bonaparte's  attempts  to  cross  the  bridgtjof 
Arcolc ;  retreats  to  Vicensa,  vii.  328 ;  compels 
Joubert  to  retreat  to  Rivoli,  1797,  342  ;  where  he 
is  defeated  by  Bonapute,  Jan.  14,  843. 

Amboyna  acquired  bv  the  British,  1810,  viit  214 

Ameer  Khan.    See  Khan  Ameer. 

Ameer  Singh.    See  Singh  Ameer. 

.Vmelia.  princess,  her  illness  affects  Ooorge  IIl.'s 
mind,  vii.  533  ;  dies  Nov.  2, 1810,  534. 

American  affairs.  British  posaessioiis  in  North 
America,  vi.  205,  200 ;  war  Iwtwecn  the  British 
And  French,  1754-63,  207,  208,  iXi,  236-239,  257 ; 
i^ovcmment  and  prosperity  of  the  British  colonies, 
270,  271 ;  the  ro«lstance  to  the  Stamp  Act,  1764- 
06, 271-274,  278-284 ;  the  passing  of  tho  Kevenuo  Act 
causes  renewed  disturbances,  which  are  slightly 
abated  on  the  repeal  of  all  tho  duties  except  that 
on  tea,  306-314 ;  tho  destruction  of  the  tea  in 
Boston  harbour  induces  thb  home  government  to 
iMlopt  coercionory  measures,  which  still  Airther 
embittered  the  American  spirit,  336-348 ;  hostili- 
ties commence  April,  1775,  at  Lexington,  348.  349 ; 
smd  tho  war  continues  till  1782,  when  tho  inde- 
pendence of  America  is  recognised  by  Great 
Britain,  349-399,  41 1-416, 422-430, 457-463,  468  ;  go- 
vernment and  condition  of  the  United  States,  viii. 
2, 3 ;  party  spirit,  3,  4  ;  tho  United  Htotes  declare 
war  against  Great  Britain,  Jime,  1812,  chiefly  on 
account  of  the  right  of  search  being  claimed  by 
the  latter  country ;  the  war  was  tcnuinatod  by 
the  Peace  of  Ghent,  1815,  4-19 

American  Declaration  of  Independence,  July  4, 
1776,  vl.  364,  365 ;  copy  of  tho  declaration,  366-368 

American  SecoHKion :  throatcnod  separation  of  the 
North  and  South,  viii.  IS 

American  Stamp  Act.  See  Stamp  Act 
■^  Amherst,  .nir  Jeffery :  general,  1 758 ;  commander  of 
the  EnglLnh  troops  In  America ;  captures  Louls- 
bourg,  vi.  233 ;  succeeds  Abercrorabio  ;  captures 
Ticondorago,  July,  1759,  237;  co-oporatos  with 
Wolfe  against  Quebec  ;  embarks  on  Lake  Champ- 
lain  ;  driven  back  by  storms,  ibid. ;  removed  fh^m 
the  governorship  of  Virginia,  310 

Amherst,  lord,  governor-general  of  India,  1823,  viii. 
218 ;  imable  to  moiutdn  peace ;  war  with  the 
Birman  empire,  1824-6,  218-221  ;  comparative 
freedom  of  tne  press  in  India  under  his  adminis- 
tration, 223 

Amiens,  peace  of,  negotiation  for,  vii.  409,  410 ;  con- 
cluded Mar.  27, 1802,  410,  413 ;  terms  of  the  treaty, 
410,  411 

Anderson,  William,  a  printer  of  libellous  pamphlets 
against  the  government,  indictod  for  high  treason, 
con\'ieted  and  executed,  v.  166,  167 

AndrS,  major  :  ad ju tint-general ;  carries  on  a  secret 
correspondence  with  Arnold  on  the  port  of  Clin- 
ton ;  his  interview  with  Arnold,  1780,  vi.  414  ;  he 
is  captured  as  a  spy ;  tried  by  court-martial,  and 
sentenced  to  deatn,  415  ;  execution,  Oct.  2,  416 

Andr^  M.  P.  H.,  introduces  lithography  into  Eng- 
land, 1801,  vui.  157 

Anglesev,  H.  W.  Paget,  marquis  of,  distinguishes 
himself  in  Moore's  retreat,  1808,  vii.  505 ;  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  viii.  235,  267  ;  is  convinced 
of  the  oxpedieucy  of  granting  concessions  to  the 
Catholics,  235 

Anhalt-Deasau,  prince  of,  his  military  inventions, 
V.  180 

Anjou,  duke  of,  renounces  his  claim  to  the  throne 
of  France,  v.  395 

Ankerstroem.      See  Gusto vus  III. 

Anne,  marries  prince   George   of  Denmark,  1689, 


▼.  98;  applies  to  parilament  fcr  an  Increaaod 
income,  and  has  it  increased  firom  20,00M.  to 
50,0002.  per  annum,  98, 99 ;  friendship  for  Mrs. 
Chim;hill  (alias  Mrs.  Freeman),  ibid.  ;  qiuurels 
with  her  sister,  queen  Mary,  145  ;  Mrs.  Freeman 
is  commanded  to  leave  the  royal  palace ;  Anno 
goes  with  her,  146 ;  her  position  and  character  in 
1695,  178 ;  accession  of,  Mar.  8, 1702,  257 ;  declares 
to  the  privy  council  her  intention  of  carrying  on 
the  warlike  preparations  against  France  com- 
menced by  William  III.,  258 ;  her  address  to  por- 
liiunent,  which  continues  to  sit ;  her  fine  voice, 
ibid. ;  favours  the  Tory  party,  258,  259  ;  speech  at 
the  close  of  the  session,  1702,  260 ;  meets  ner  first 
parliament,  Oct.  20,  262 ;  grants  Marlborough  a 
dukedom  and  5000^  a  year,  264  ;  opens  the  session 
of  parliament,  Nov.  9, 1703,  266,  267 ;  announces 
the  conclxision  of  the  Methuen  treatv  with  Portu- 
gal, 267 ;  entertains  Charles,  archduVe  of  Austria 
at  nor  court,  acknowledging  him  as  king  of  Spain, 
ibid.  ;  stops  a  contest  between  the  Lords  and 
Commons  by  proroguing  parUament,  269  ;  quten 
Anne's  bounty  restoring  the  first  fhiits  and  tenths 
to  the  Churcti^  271  ;  revives  the  practice  of  touch- 
ing for  tho  kin^s  evil,  ibid.  ;  provides  out  of  the 
privy  purse  for  fresh  recruits,  273  ;  grants  Wood- 
stock to  Marlborough,  287 ;  prorogues  parliament. 
Mar.  14,  1704,  289 ;  exhorts  the  Commons  to  fol- 
low up  Peterborough's  successes  in  Spain,  297 ; 
indigiumt  at  the  Tories  for  raising  the  question  of 
the  succession,  806;  revived  tho  Order  of  the 
Thistle,  1708 ;  announces  the  ratification  of  the 
Union  treaty,  327 ;  speech  on  giving  her  assent  to 
the  Act  of  Union,  328 ;  she  determines  to  con- 
tinue the  war ;  receives  speedy  supplies  from 
parliament,  329 ;  Marlborough  presents  her  letter 
to  Charles  XII.,  331 ;  dismisses  Harley  ;  she  grows 
cold  towards  Mrs.  Freeman,  and  makes  Mrs. 
Mashain  her  new  favourite,  336 ;  death  of  her 
husband,  George  of  Denmark,  Oct.  1708, 338 ;  sup- 
posed to  have  private  audiences  with  Harley  ;  her 
opinions  re^^irding  u  STiccessor,  339 ;  her  temper 
tries  Marlborough's  patience,  340 ;  her  interviews 
with  Harley,  349;  present  at  Dr.  Sacheverel's 
trial,  ifnd. ;  public  oadresscs  to,  358  ;  advises  tho 
nation  to  be  qidct,  358,359;  dismissid  of  Whigs 
from  office,  363  ;  dissolves  her  third  and  calls  her 
fourth  parliament,  364 ;  announces  her  determi- 
nation to  support  the  Chiuvh  of  England,  ibul. ; 
dismisses  the  duchess  of  Marlborough  from  her 
service,  the  "  key"  scenes,  365 ;  her  tuiger  at  tho 
duchess's  revenge  ;  makes  the  duchess  of  Somer- 
set her  lady  of  the  wardrobe,  and  Mrs.  Masham 
the  keeper  of  the  privy  purse,  366 ;  parliament 
addresses  her  on  the  subject  of  Harley's  narrow 
escape  fh)m  assassination,  373 ;  promises  not  to 
make  peace  with  Franco  unless  in  concert  with 
the  Dutch,  374 ;  opens  parliament,  Dec.  7,  377 ; 
dismisses  Marlborough  ftom  his  offices.  379; 
creates  twelve  now  peers,  contrary  to  lord  Dart- 
mouth's advice,  380 ;  announces  to  parliament  the 
commencement  of  negotiations  for  peace  at 
Utrecht  381 ;  the  terms  upon  which  peace  may 
be  made,  304,  395  ;  and  tne  conclusion  of  tho 
treaty,  397 ;  intriguing  of  the  Jacobites,  398 ; 
colls  upon  parliament  to  suppress  seditious  pajwrs, 
399 ;  her  agitation  at  the  contest  between  Oxford 
and  Bolingbruke  brings  on  a  sudden  illness,  July, 
27,  and  she  dies  Aug.  1.  1714,  400 

Anson,  George  r  commoaore,  1741 ;  his  expedition 
to  Peru  ;  difficulties  encountered  in  doubling  Cape 
Horn  ;  half  his  crew  killed  by  sciurvy  ;  takes  reftige 
in  Juan  Fernandez  ;  secures  prizes ';  attacks  Paita, 
vi.  100  ;  enters  Canton ;  returns  to  Spithead, 
June,  1744,  101 ;  defeats  the  French  off  Cape 
Finisterro.  May  3,  1747,  179;  first  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  1757,  227  ;  commands  an  eKPedition 
against  St.  MiUoes,  1758 ;  his  partner,  the  duke 
of  Marllwrough,  fails  in  taking  St.  Maloes  ;  Cher- 
bourg taken,  232 

Anti-Com-Law  League,  the,  viii.  436 

"  Anti-Jacobin,"  the,  started  by  Canning,  Nov.  20, 
1797,  vii.  345 

Antwerp  surrenders  to  Marlborough,  1706,  v.  310  ; 
taken  by  Dumouriez,  Nov.  SO.  1792,  vii.  237,  271 

Appeal  of  murder  :  case  of  Ashford  and  Thornton  ;   J^ 
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loid  Eldon  siipportB  tb«  bill  for  abolishing  the 
practice,  Tiii.  101, 102 

Appropriation,  principle  of,  in  granting  supplies 
established  1689,  v.  71,  72 

Apsley,  lord.    Bee  Bathurst,  earL 

Arapiles.    See  Salamanca. 

Arbuthnot,  admiral,  conveys  Clinton  and  his  forces 
ftom  New  York  to  Charleston,  vi.  411 

Archer,  Thomas,  architect  of  St  John  the  Evan- 
gelist, Westminster,  ▼.  458 

Architecture  encoiu-aged  by  William  III.,  v.  447 ; 
Wren,  448 ;  he  commences  the  rebuilding  of  Lou- 
don, ibid. ;  building  of  St  Paul's,  460-452 ;  Wr«n's 
parish  churches,  45^ ;  and  miscellaneous  buildings, 
464 ;  Vanbrugh ;  his  late  adoption  of  the  profes- 
sion of  an  architect,  466 ;  general  character  of  his 
worlui,466;  Hawksmoor ;  his  St  Mary's  Woolnoth, 
limehouse  church,  and  St  George's,  Blooms- 
b\uy,'457 ;  Gibbs'  St  Martin's-in-the-Fields.  ibid. ; 
T.  Archer's  St.  John  the  Evangelist;  Talroan's 
Chatsworth  ;  Flitcroft's  Wobum  Abbey ;  amateur 
architects.  Dean  Aldrich ;  Dr.  Clarke ;  and  Bur- 
lington 458 ;  sir  K  Taylor,  vii.  80 ;  Dance ;  the 
Woods :  and  the  Adams,  ibid. ;  sir  W.  Chambers, 
the  architect  of  Somerset  House.  80,  81  ;  Stuart, 
Rcvett,  Smirke,  81 ;  Wvatt,  81,  82 ;  bridge  build- 
ing and  builders,  82 :  low  state  of  architectural 
taste,  and  imitation  of  Greek  models,  viii.  139, 140 ; 
the  latter  instanced  in  the  case  of  St.  Pancras 
church,  140.  141,  146 ;  James  Wyatt,  his  classic 
andgothic  buildings,  141,  142,-  hlsgothic  resto- 
rations, 142 :  Samuel  Wyatt,  ibid. ;  sir  John 
Soane's  buildings  at  the  Bank  of  £^land  and 
elsewhere,  142-144 ;  Holland  and  sir  R.  Smirke, 
144 ;  Wilkins,  144.  146 ;  Nash,  the  architect  of 
Regent  Street,  145,  146;  and  of  the  Regent's 
Park  terraces  and  canals,  146;  St  Marj-lebone 
church ;  extraordinary  revival  of  churcli  build- 
ing, ibid ;  Thomas  Telford  ;  his  bridges  at  Mont- 
ford,  Bmldwas,  and  at  the  Mcnai  Straits;  his 
other  grand  works,  147;  Rennle  ;  his  Waterloo 
Bridge  and  engineering  works  at  various  dock- 
yards, 147,  148 

Arcole,  battle  of,  Nov.  1796,  vii.  826 

Arcos,  duke  of,  invests  Valencia,  v.  296;  oppoees 
Peterborough's  passage  to  Valencia;  decamps; 
Peterborough  elects  an  entrance,  297 

Arcot,  captured  by  Clive ;  who  is  besieged  in  it  by 
Sahib's  armv,  vi.  203 ;  repulses  all  their  attacks 
and  drives  them  off,  203,  204 

Aremberg,  duke  of,  commands  the  Austrians  at 
Dettingen,  1743.  vi.  110 

Argylo,  Archibald  Campbell,  earl  of,  tenders  the 
Coronation  Oath  to  William  III.,  v.  90 

Argyle,  Archibald  Campbell,  duke  of,  colonel ;  com- 
mands the  Highlanders  at  Falkirk,  1746,  vi.  161 ; 
his  plantations  at  Inverary,  vii.  37 

Argyle,  John  Campbell,  duke  of,  commander  of 
George  I.'s  army  in  Scotland.  1715,  vi.  8;  com- 
mences optttitions  against  tne  insurgents,  10; 
marches  against  Mar ;  meets  him  at  Sheriifmuir, 
and  there  fights  him,  13th  of  Nov.,  15,  16;  com- 
pels the  retreat  of  the  rebel  army ;  pursues  it  to 
Aberdeen,  and  disperses  the  troops,  18 ;  deserts 
Walpole  ;  is  deprived  by  him  of  all  his  employ- 
ments, 1739,  96;  desires  to  form  a  coalition 
ministry ;  retires,  1742, 108 

Aristocracy,  manners  and  position  of,  1689-1714, 
V.  56-68;  fear  of  their  being  destroyed  by  the 
Reform  Bill  of  1831,  viii.  272,  273 ;  it  cannot  be  a 
caste  in  England,  278,  274 

Arkwright,  sir  Richard,  establishes  his  first  cotton- 
miU  at  Cromford,  near  MaUock,  vii.  16 ;  activity 
of,  and  early  career ;  exhibits  his  new  machine, 
1768,  at  Preston  ;  mobbed  ;  goes  to  Nottingham ; 
takes  out  his  first  patent,  1769,  47 ;  description 
of  his  machine,  48  ;  difficulties  overcome  in  esta- 
bllshinSr  its  commercial  value,  49 

Armstrong,  John,  his  "  Art  of  Preserving  Health ; " 
appeared  1744,  vii.  87 

Army,  establishing  of  a  standing,  as  an  integral 
part  of  government,  1689,  v.  75  ;  strength  of,  in 
1692, 147 ;  1694,  170  ;  reduced  1697,  201,  202  ;  dis- 
banded 1699,  233;  number  of  soldiers  voted  in 
1702,  253;  standing  armies  denounced  by  Pul- 
tency,  1732,  vi.  67 ;  IncroaBed,  218 ;  debate  on  the 


army  ettlmatea,  1790;  its  incnaae  opposed  by 
Burke,  vii.  186,  187;  armies  of  EngCtad  and 
France.  417,  418 

Arnold,  Benedict,  an  American  revolutionist,  1776, 
vi.  350 ;  I4;>pear9  before  Quebec ;  attacks  the  citv, 
Dec.  31 ;  and  is  severely  wounded,  862 ;  general ; 
commands  an  army  of  irregular  troops  in  con- 
junction with  Gates,  379;  attacks  Buigoyne's 
position,  380;  his  treachery:  interview  with 
AndnS,  414 ;  lands  at  James  Town ;  makes  an 
incursion  into  Virginia ;  bums  Richmond,  424 

Arnold,  Dr.,  sermon  of,  at  the  time  of  the  choLera^ 
1831,  viii.  290,  291 ;  hU  History  of  Rome,  474. 

Amot,  sent  from  India,  and  his  pu>er  "The  Cal- 
cutta Journal,"  suppressed,  viii  223 

Artois,  comit  d'.     See  Charles  X.  of  France. 

Arts,  Society  of.    See  Societies. 

Arts,  sketch  of  the  state  of,  v.  61-63 ;  patronage  of 
the,  by  Charles  I.  and  his  court  446 ;  low  stat^ 
of  the,  during  the  civil  war,  447 ;  William  and 
Mary  patromze  architects,  but  give  little  en.- 
couragement  to  painters  and  sciilptors,  447; 
architecture,  447-468 ;  sculpting,  469-4<H  ;  paint- 
ing, 461-464 ;  revolution  in  the,  middle  of  the  18th 
centiuy,  viL  40,  41 ;  the  duke  of  Bridgewatcr's 
canal  schemes  carried  out  by  Gilbert,  41 ;  and 
Brindley,  41-43 ;  invention  of  machines  formanu- 
facturing  cotton,  44-56  ;  Watt's  improvements  in 
the  steam  engine,  61,  62 ;  close  coimection  be- 
tween the  fine  and  the  industrial,  65,  66 ;  artists 
stimulated  by  the  society  of,  66;  low  state  of, 
temp.  George  II.,  66,  67 ;  painting,  1760-83,67-77 ;. 
engraving,  77,  78 ;  sculpture,  79, 80 ;  architecture,, 
80-82 ;  restoration  of  the  art  specimens  in  the 
Louvre  to  their  original  covmtries,  viii.  42 

Asaph  ul  Dowlah,  luUwb  and  vizier  of  Oude ;  con- 
sents to  the  seizure  of  his  mother's  and  grand- 
mother's property  in  liquidation  of  Hastings' 
demands  upon  him,  vii.  133 

Ashburton,  A.  Baring,  lord.  Master  of  the  Mint» 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  viii.  354 ;  con- 
cludes the  boundary  treaty  with  the  United 
States,  498 

Ashby,  his  proceedings  against  the  returning  ofllcer 
of  Aylesbury  for  remsiug  his  vote,  v.  268,  269 

Ashfor^d  and  Thornton,  case  of,  viii.  101 

Ashley,  lord,  A.  A.  Cooper ;  his  maiden  speech  in 

r lament  on  the  Treason  bill,  v.  186 
clean  museum  built  by  Wren,  v.  464 

Ashridge,  Hertfordshire,  built  by  James  Wyatt ; 
character  of  its  architecture,  viii  141,  142 

Ashton,  John,  a  Jacobite  agent,  tried  lor  high 
treason,  and  convicted,  1691,  v.  126 

Aspem,  battle  of.  May  21  and  22,  1809,  vii.  515 

Assassination  plot,  1696,  v.  186-192 

Asseerghur,  taken  by  colonel  Stevenson,  vii.  460 

Assignats  circulated  by  the  National  Assembly: 
their  depreciated  value  drive  the  people  to  plunr 
der  and  rebel,  1793,  vii,  274,  276 

Assve,  battle  of.  Sept  S3, 1803,  vii.  468-f60 

Astley,  printer,  proceeded  against  for  his  concern 
in  publishing  an  account  of  lord  Lovat's  trials 
1747,  vi.  178 

Asturias,  prince  of.    See  Ferdinand  VII.  of  Spain. 

Ath  taken  by  Marlborough,  Oct  4,  1706,  y.  310 

"Athenian  Gazette,"  1691-1696,  pubUshed  by  Dun- 
ton,  V.  404 

Atkins,  alderman,  opposes  the  formation  of  a  gas 
company  as  being  desta-uctive  of  the  whale  fishery, 
viii.  66 

Athlone,  earl  of    See  GinkclL 

Athlone,  besieged  and  taken  by  GinkcU.  June  30, 
1691,  V.  127 

Athol,  duke  of    See  Tullibardinc. 

Athol,  marquis  of,  his  influence  and  dishonesty,  v. 
88 ;  supports  the  government,  1C89  ;  shut  out  of 
BUur  castle,  93 

Attainder,  bill  of,  against  sir  John  Fenwick,  v. 
196,  197 

Atterbury,  bishop  of  Rochester;  speaks  against 
granting  Indulgence  to  Quakers;  enthusiastic 
in  the  Pretender's  cause,  vi.  47;  one  of  the 
editors  of  Clarendon's  "  History,"  48 ;  arrest  of, 
and  committal  to  the  Tower ;  causes  a  ferment 
in  his  church  party,  ibid. ;  proceeded  against  by 
bill  enticting  his  punishment  and  deprivation; 
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biB  trial,   17SS,   40;   and   condemnation;    em- 

tMtrks  for  France,  June  1738  ;  and  dies  at  Paris, 

1782,  60 
Attwood,  M.  P.  for  Birmingham ;  moves  an  inquiry 

into  the  effect  of  the  monetary  system  on  the 

distress  of  the  people,  1888,  viiL  8*26 
Auchmuty,  sir  S.,  talces  Monte  Video,  1807,  viL 

483 ;  his  share  in  the  attack  on  Buenos  Ayres, 

486 
Hiucldand,  lord.    President  of  Board  of  Trade; 

Master  of  the  Mint,  Yiii  267 ;  first  Lord  of  the 

Admiralty,  1884,  844  ;  governor-general  of  India; 

publishes  a  declaration  of  the  causes  and  objects 

of  the  Afghan  war,  460 
Auerstadt.    See  Jena. 
Augereau,  one  of  Bonaparte's  generals,  vii.  326; 

arrests  sixty  members  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cils, 844 
Augustina,  iho  brave  defendress  of  Zaragusa,  1808. 

Augustus  II.  of  Poland ;  elector  of  Saxony ;  de- 
posed by  Charles  XII.,  v.  880,  846 ;  peace  of  Alt 
Banstadt  with  Charles  XII.,  Sept  24,  1706,  889  ; 
king  of  Pobind,  1607—1704;  restored,  1709,  476; 
succeeded  by  his  son  Augustus  III.,  1788, 466 

Augustus  III.  of  Poland  enters  into  the  ooalition 
against  Prussia,  vL  215 ;  blockaded  in  his  camp 
at  Pima ;  his  army  surrenders  unconditionall}- 
216 

Aurun^be  refuses  to  give  any  protection  to  the 
new  East  India  company,  v.  204 

Austen,  Jane;  high  character  of  her  six  novels, 
vUl.  127 

Austerliti,  battle  of,  Dec.  2, 1805,  viL  460 

Auverquerque.    See  IVAuverquerque. 

Ava,  king  of,  his  aggression  on  British  India; 
threatens  to  overrun  our  territory,  the  Birman 
war  breaks  out,  viii.  219 ;  his  own  territory  is 
invaded  by  sir  A  Campbell,  and  he  is  compelled 
to  agree  to  the  treaty  of  Yandaboo ;  terms  of  the 
treaty,  220 

Aylesbuxy  election  case,  1708,  v.  268,  269 

Ayrshire,  agriculture  and  peasantry  of,  viL  35 


Saoov,  John  (1740-1799),  character  of  his  sculp- 
ture, vi.  79 ;  rilievi  on  Trinity  House,  by,  vilL 
142 

.Bad^joa  surrenders  to  Soult,  March  11,  1811 ;  be- 
sieged by  Beresford ;  relieved  bv  Soxilt,  vii.  588  ; 
siege  and  capture  of  by  the  British  under  Well- 
ington, April  7,  1812,  549,  550 

Baden,  margrave  oL  beseeches  Marlborough  for  aid 
asalnst  TiOlurd,  v.  275 

Baden,  peace  of,  Sept  7, 1714,  v.  889 

BaiUy,  J.  S..  Mayor  of  Paris,  1789,  vii.  174; 
harangues  the  king,  180 ;  attempts  to  put  down 
mob-dictation,  199  ;  executed  Nov.  1793,  298 

Baines,  Mr.,  of  Leeds,  detects  the  spy  system, 
1817,  viii  81 

Baird,  sir  David ;  general,  vii  407 ;  joins  Moore, 
1808.  504;  second  in  command  at  Corunna; 
carried  off  from  the  battle,  506 

Bakewell,  Robert,  great  skill  of,  in  fattening  sheep^ 
vii  12 

Balcarres,  earl  of,  a  confidential  agent  of  James  in 
Scotland,  V.  88 ;  with  Dundee  usages  Gordon  not 
to  leave  Bdinbiurgh  Castle.  xMd. ;  arrested,  90 

Bales  aids  in  bribing  the  duke  of  Leeds,  v.  178 

fkdfe  found  guilty  of  miurlcring  Mr.  Clarke  ;  par- 
doned, vi.  297 

Ballot,  the  ;  its  supporters,  viii.  335 

Balmerino,  lord,  trial  and  execution  of,  1746,  vi 
173, 174 

Bomford,  Samuel,  a  radical ;  quotations  from  his 
life  illustrative  of  the  acts,  opinions,  and  objects 
of  the  demagogue  reformers  of  1816-19,  viii. 
78-75,  77,  78.  80.  104107;  leads  the  Middleton  men 
at  the  great  Manchester  reform  meeting,  1819, 
104;  his  description  of  the  massacre,  106,  107 ; 
tried  for  his  concern  in  the  Manchester  meeting, 
and  sentenced  to  imprisonment,  164 

Bancroft  Dr.,  repudiates  the  nchcme  of  burning 
the  British  dockyards,  vi.  874 

Bonda  isles  acquired  by  the  British,  1810,  viii 
?14 


Bandoola,  Maha,  commander  of  the  Birman  army, 
viii.  219 ;  his  unsuccessful  attack  on  Rangoon ; 
and  defence  of  Donoopew ;  killed  Mar.  1825,  220 

Bangalore  stormed  by  lord  Comwallis,  Mar.  21, 
1791,  vii.  258 

Bank  of  England  estabUahed  1694,  v.  171 ;  unable 
to  pay  its  notes  in  specie,  194 ;  competes  wiUi 
the  South  Sea  company  in  buying  up  the  annui- 
ties, 1720,  vi  40  ;  attacked  by  a  mob,  1780,  409 ; 
heavy  pressure  upon  the,  1797,  vii  883 ;  ordered 
by  government  to  stop  cash  payments,  388,  884 ; 
pays  all  demands  in  bank  notes,  whidi  become 
the  staple  currency  for  years,  884 ;  forged  notea» 
and  the  punishment  for  forging  them,  in  1816, 
1820,  and  1823,  viii  64 ;  secret  committees  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the,  1819. 
100;  Peel's  Act  for  the  gradual  resumption  of 
cash  nayments,  100,  101 ;  Soane  enlarges  and 
remodels  it,  142-144 ;  nm  upon  the,  in  consequence 
of  a  money  panic,  1826,  197 ;  pubUo  credit  saved 
through  Um  measures  adopted  bv  the,  198; 
effects  of  the  exclusive  privuego  of  the,  on  the 
currenoy  circulation,  199,  200 ;  removed  hy  the 
sanctioning  of  join-tstock  banks  with  any  num- 
ber of  partaers  beyond  sixty-five  miles  of  the ; 
branch  banks  of  the,  established,  1826,  200  ;  new 
charter  granted  to  the,  1883 ;  the  more  important 
provisions  of  it,  334;  renewal  of  its  charter, 
514,515 :  government  interfereiioe  with  the  Bank 
Act  during  the  commercial  panic  of  1844.  553 

Bankruptcy  Court  bill,  kird  Brougham's,  viii.  271 ; 
it  receivee  the  royal  assent,  Oct  20, 18SL  285 

Banks,  Thomas,  his  monument  of  Chatham,  vf. 
890 ;  the  first  great  English  sculptor,  bom  1785, 
died  1806;  chaxwrter  of  his  works,  vU.  79;  viii 
148 

Banks,  Joseph,  accompanies  Captain  Cook  to  New 
South  Wales  as  naturalist,  vii  262 

Barbesieux,  son  of  Louvois;  French  Secretary  of 
State ;  revives  the  project  of  shooting  William 
IIL,  V.  164 

Barcelona  besieged  and  taken  by  the  earl  of  Peter- 
borough. 1706.  V.  294-296 ;  besieged  by  PhiUp  V., 
297 ;  relieved  by  Peterborough,  298 

Barclay,  sir  George,  one  of  the  iMrticipatora  in  the 
plot  to  assassinate  William  III.,  1696,  v.  186,  tt 
teq. ;  the  plot  discovered ;  escape  of,  196 

BartSre  pronounces  the  doom  of  Lyon,  vii  285 ; 
on  his  motion  queen  Marie  Antoinette  ia  sent 
before  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal.  292,  293  ;  hia 
story  of  the  Vengeur.  307 ;  moves  tnat  no  quarter 
be  i^ven  to  the  'cnei">'  and  Hanoverians,  808 

Biuring  discerns  a  loss  in  our  increased  exports, 
1815,  viii  55 ;  foresees  ruin  as  the  result  of  Hus- 
kisson's  free  trade  measures,  100 

Baring,  F.  T.,  a  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  viii  267 

Baring,  Alexander.    See  Ashbiuton. 

Barlow,  sir  George,  govemor-goneral  of  India, 
1805,  vii  461 :  recaUed  by  the  British  ministry  ; 
superseded  by  lord  Minto,  vii.  213 

Banuvd,  sir  William,  M.P.  for  London;  favours 
the  repeal  of  the  Septennial  Act,  vi  73 

Bamave,  protects  the  French  royal  family  from 
the  mob,  1791.  vii.  202 

Baroach  surrenders  to  the  British,  1803,  vii  456 

Barras  sent  to  punish  the  Toulonese,  vii  291; 
commands  the  municipal  troops,  1794, 810 ;  gene- 
ral-in-chief  of  the  army  of  the  interior,  1796, 
822;  his  share  in  the  revolution  of  the  ISth 
Fructidor,  1797,  344 ;  a  member  of  the  French 
Directory,  388 :  his  conduct  in  the  revolution  of 
the  18th  Brumaire,  1799,  383,  384  ;  resigns,  884 

Barrtf,  colonel,  his  speech  against  Pitt,  1761,  vi.  253, 
^54  ;  his  remarks  on  the  repeal  of  the  American 
duty,  311,  812 ;  remonstrates  again.st  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  Government  Bill,  1774,  839,  340 ; 
pension  granted  to,  1782,  440 ;  Pitt  presents  him 
with  the  Clerkship  of  the  Fells,  vii  140 

Barrier,  The,  treaty,  Nov.  15,  1715,  v.  889 

Barrington,  William,  viscount,  moves  for  Wilkes' 
expiUsion  from  the  House  of  Commons,  1768,  vi 
291 ;  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  1761,  821 

Barrinffton.  sir  Jonah,  his  description  of  Dublin 
antldpating  an  attack  from  the  United  Irishmen, 
1798,  vU.  864 ;  and  of  the  passing  the  Union  Bill 
in  the  Irish  House  of  Commons,  1800,  376,  87 
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Barron,  battle  of.  Mar.  5, 1811,  vii.  588 

Barry,  James,  hia  mural  pnintingi*  on  the  walls  of 
the  Society  of  Arts  room ;  his  enthusiasm  and 
patriotic  conduct  connected  witii  them ;  his 
attempt  not  quite  successful,  vii.  76 

Bartells,  a  Belgian  insurrectionist;  tried,  found 
guilty,  banished,  1830,  viii.  267,  258 

Bcuthelemi,  a  member  of  the  French  Directory ; 
arrested  ;  banished,  1797.  vii  344 

Basle,  peace  of,  April  5,  1795,  vii.  412 

Bassein,  taken  by  general  Goddard,  vii.  1S9 

Bassein,  trea^  of,  Dea  81,  1802,  vii.  455 

Bastia  captured  by  Nelson,  1794,  vii  315 

Bastille  attacked  by  the  mob,  July,  1789,  viL  171 ; 
defence  conducted  by  De  Launay,  172  ;  he  capi- 
tulates, 178 ;  the  prisoners  released,  174 

Bath  the  great  resort  of  pleasure  seekers  in  the 
time  of  queen  Anne,  v.  10;  gaming  at,  vii 
101,  104 

Bath,  earl  of.    See  Pulteney. 

Bathiany,  marshal,  commands  the  Austrians  at 
Lauflfeld,  July,  1747,  vi  180 

Baths  and  Washhouses,  establishment  of.  and 
benefits  derived  from,  viii  893,  894 ;  encouraged 
by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  1846,  541 

Bauxurst,  Allen,  lord,  progress  of  America  during 
his  lifetime  described  by  Burke,  vi.  347 

Bathurst,  lord  ;  Foreign  Secretary  in  the  Portland 
Ministry,  1809,  vii.  480,  577 ;  Becretaiy  for  war 
and  colonies,  1812,  577 ;  viii.  158 ;  speech  on  the 
restraints  put  on  Napoleon,  1821, 176 ;  indigna- 
tion caused  by  his  circular  prohibiting  the  flog- 
ging of  slaves,  194 ;  resigns,  1827,  204 

Bautsen,  batUe  of.  May  21.  22.  1813,  vii.  561 

Bavaria,  elector  ot.    See  Charles  VII.  of  Germany. 

Bavaria,  elector  of,  aids  William  in  the  war  vrith 
the  Netherlands,  1695,  v.  178-180;  captures  Namur, 
180 ;  joins  France  ;  aids  in  the  campaign  against 
Marlborough,  1703;  siuroiBes  Uhn,  266;  refuses 
to  quit  France  and  iom  the  Allies,  1704,  278. 
279;  consequently  his  electorate  is  desolated 
by  the  Allies,  279:  joined  by  Tallard,  280; 
defeated  at  Blenheim,  280-284 ;  his  hard 
struggle  with  Eugene,  383;  with  Yilleroy  he 
threatens  Holland,  302 ;  defeated  by  Marlborough 
at  Raxnilies,  309 

Bavaria,  Electoral  Prince  of,  his  claim  to  the 
Spanish  throne,  v.  225 ;  appointed  successor  to 
ttxe  throne  by  the  Partition  treaty,  and  Charles 
1 1. 's  will;  dies  Feb.  5,  1699,  229 

Bavaria,  elector  of,  an  ally  of  France ;  driven  from 
his  capital  by  the  Austrians,  1805,  vii.  443  ;  made 
king  of  Bavaria  by  Bonaparte,  1805,  450 ;  com- 
pelled to  join  the  Allies,  1813,  564 ;  attends  the 
Congress  of  Vienna,  1815,  viii.  42 

Bavana,  electorate  of,  devastated  by  the  Allies, 
1704,  V.  279 

Baylen,  battie  of,  July  21,  1808,  vii.  500 

Bayonne,  treaty  of.  Moy  6,  1808,  vii  579 

Beachy  Head,  battle  off,  June  1090,  v.  Ill 

Bean,  J.  W.,  his  attempt  on  the  Queen's  life,  1842, 
viii  497 

Beoulieu,  an  Austrian  general ;  defeated  and  beaten 
back  hy  Bonaparte,  1796,  vii  826,  327 :  superseded 
in  his  command  by  general  Wurmser,  828 

Beaumarchais,  author  of  Figaro;  introduces 
Steuben  to  Silos  Deane,  vi.  876;  lends  him 
money,  and  freights  a  ship  for  him,  877 

Beckford,  desires  to  see  the  king  his  own  minister, 
vi  245 ;  opposes  coercionary  measures  against 
America,  3()9  ;  alderman ;  lord  mayor  of  London, 
1770 ;  defends  the  London  remonstrance ;  his 
speech  to  the  king,  vi.  315 ;  Chatham  in  raptures 
at  his  spirited  conduct ;  death  of,  1770,  316 

Beckwith,  his  shop  plundered  by  a  mob,  1816,  viii 
77 

Bedford,  Francis,  duke  of,  his  ogricultural  improve- 
ments, vii.  11 ;  promotes  the  drainage  of  the 
Fens  of  Lincoln,  14, 15 

Bedford,  John  Russell,  duke  of;  Secretary  of 
State;  turned  out  of  that  office,  1752,  vi.  190; 
President  of  the  Council,  263;  interview  with 
George  III. ;  the  king's  indignation  at  his  aifron- 
tery,  277;  proposes  that  coercive  measures  be 
taken  against  America,  308 

Bedfordshire,  agricultural  improvements  of,  vii  11 


Belgium,  independence  of,  rocognLoed,   Nor.  li^. 

vfii.  258,383 
Belhaven,  lord,  a  director  of  the  African  and  Iiiltaii 

company ;  found  guilty,  216 ;  speech  of,  iii  the 

Scottish  parliament,  against  the  Union,  17(>'^,  v 

319-321 
Belle  lie  captured  by  the  British,  1761,  vi.  240 
Belliard  commands  at  Cairo ;    capitulates  to   thc- 

EngUsh,  1801.  vii.  407 
Bellinghom,  John,  assassinates  Mr.  Perceval,  3faj 

11.  1812 ;  trial  and  execution,  vii.  540,  &il 
Belmore,  earl  of,  his  opinions  of  the  wilUngnet's  of 

the  freed  slave  to  labour,  viii.  330 
Bennett  moves  for  an  inquiry  into  the  stale  of  the 

London  police,  viii  64,  65 
Benningsen,  general,  commander  of  the  R«LSKiAii 

army  ;  engages  Bernadotte  at  Pultaak  ;  defeated 

at  Eylau,  1807,  vii  481,  482 
Bentinck,  lord  William,  his  operatioDs    in   ItiUj 

disappoint  Wellington,  1812,  vii  551,  55 '.i ;  gover- 
nor-general of  India,  viii  224 
Bentinck.    See  Portland,  duke  of. 
Berar,  Rajah  of.    See  Bhoonslo. 
Boresford,  marshal,  drills  the  Portuguese,  vii.  5ai : 

besieges  Badajoz,  1811,538;  Wellington  s  advice 

to,  569,  570 
Bergen-cnvZoom  surrendered  to  the  French,  Se^t- 

1747.  vi  180 
Berkeley,  admiral,  describes  the  bad  state  of  the 

commissariat,  1809,  vii  523 
Berkeley,  admhtd,  entrusted  with  the  reducti^jD 

of  Brest,  1604 ;  Marlborough's  treacbery  causes 

his  attempts  to  fail,  v.  172 
Berkeley,  earl  of,  proposes  to  George  I.  to  kidnap 

the  Prince  of  W^ales ;  first  Lord  of  the  Admiraltv. 

1718,  vi.  83 
Berkshire,  agriculture  of,  vii.  18,  19 
Berlin  Decree  issued  by  Napoleon,  Nov.  24,  1$0G, 

vii  477,  578  ;  terms  of,  494,  578 
Berlin,  treaty  of,  Aug.  5, 1796,  vii.  412  ;  convention 

of,  Nov.  5,  1808,  579 
Demodotte.      See  Charles  XIV. 
Bernard,  sir  Francis,  governor  of  Maasachttsctts  ; 

disputes  vrith  the  Assembly,   vi.   307 ;   recalled 

home.  311 
Bernard,  sir  John,  his  bill  for  regulating  theatres, 

vi  89,90 
Berne  invaded  and  spoliated  by  the  French,  17»<, 

vii.  851 
Berry,  colonel,  carries  supplies  to  Enniakillen,  and 

aids  in  defeating  Macarthy,  1689,  v.  86 
Berry,    captain,  his  bravery   at  the  battle  of  St. 

Vincent,  vii  387 
Berthicr,  Intendont  of  Paris,  miutierodby  the  mcl*, 

1789^  vii  175 
Berthier,  a  general  in  the  French  army,  vii  ii-:x : 

withdraws  Bonaparte  from  the  Assembly,  as4 ; 

crosses  the  Alps  at  the  head  of  a  division  of  tLc 

army,  395 
Berwick,  James  Fitz  James,  duke  of,  defeated  at 

Belturbet,     1690,     v.     105;    token    prisoner   at 

Neerwinden,   164  ;  sent  to  Enghuid  to  rouse  the 

Jacobites,  186 ;  secret  visit  to  ^iglaud  for  thi«' 

purpose,  187  ;  returns  to  France  on  tine  faUure  cf 

the   assassination   plot,  188;    keeps    the  AlUcd 

armies  in  check,  1704,  290 ;  joins  Philip  of  Spain. 

298 ;  compels  the  Allies  to  evacuate  Madrid,  and 

esUblishes  Philip  on  his  throne,  299,  3S0 ;  wm- 

mands  the  French  army  against  Sndn,  1719,  vi 

37 ;   captures     Fuenterabia  and   St    SeboKd^ui, 

ibid.  ;   opposes  prince    Eugene   on  the    Rhine ; 

killed  at  Uic  siege  of  Philipsburg,  71 
Bewick.  Thomas,  reviver  of  wood  engraving  ;  hi* 

principal  works,  viii.  157 
Bhoonsla  ioins  the  Alliance  against  the  British,  vii. 

455  ;  defeated  at  Assye  and  Argaum,  45^  4(*' : 

signs  a  treaty  of  peace,  460 
Bhurtpore.    See  Combermere. 
Bidgegur  surrendered  to  Pophom,  vii  133 
BiU  of  Rights.    See  Rights. 
Birkbeck,  Dr.,  inaugurates  the  London  Mechanic* 

Institution,  1823,  viii  231 
Birmese  war,  1824^1826,  viU.  218-221 
Birmingham ;  long  noted  for  its  hardware  trade,  v. 

17 ;    riots  at,  against  dissenters,  1791,  li'r-198 ; 

great  reform  meeting  at,  1832,  viii  295 ;  obtsto* 
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ion,  807 ;  population  of, 
1 1881,  and  186l',  308  :  rioto  of  1880  in,  42:2 
Biron  aids  in  the  oampftign  in  tbo  Netherlands, 

1792,  vii.  219 
Bittern  formerly  existed  in  Linoolnfihiro,  v.  31 ; 

and  WUtfOilre.  viL  21 
Blackboom,  John,  a  noi\|uror,  cijeoted  from  two 

livinga ;  prew  corrector  for  Bowyer,  v.  70 
Blackfriars-bridge  opened  17(M) ;  constructed  by  K. 

Mvlne,  vii  82 
Blackstcme,    Dr.,   oueen's  nolidtor-gpsneral ;    his 
opinion  as  to  WiUcee*  right  tp  ait  in  pvrliaznent^ 
yl  298 
Blackwood,  captain  of  the  Victory  at  Trafalgar,  vii. 

447 
Blackwood's  Magaaine,  its  influence  and  obaraeter, 

Yiii.  128 
Blair,  Hugh,  popularity  of  his  seimons,  viii.  124 
Blake,  Wuliam,  an  engraver  :  his  designs,  viii.  157 
Blakeney,  general:  governor  of   Stirling  Castle; 
defends  it  against  m  Young  Pretender,  1748,  vi. 
180;  defends  Bt  PfaiUp's  Castle,  Minorca^  1766, 
213 
Blanc,    Louis,   his   remarks    on  the   September 

maaaaoras,  1792,  vii  280 
Blansac,    camp  marshal,  surrenders  the   Frencl^ 

army  to  the  British,  1704,  v.  286   . 
Blanket  meeting  at  Manchester,  1817,  vii.  80 
Blenheim  or  Plenthcrim,  battle  of,  fought^  Aug.  IS, 
.   1704,  v.  281—286 

Blenheim  designed  by  Vonbnigh,  v.  456 
BlUcher,  marshal :  routs  the  French  at  the  battle 
of  the  KaUtaach,  Aug.   26,  1818,  vii.  563;  the 
Saxon  cavalry  desert  to ;  he  places  them  in  the 
rear,  564  ;    crosses  the  Rhine,  568 ;  battles  with 
Napoleon  at  Brienne,  Jon.  29,  1814 :  iHd. ;  Oxford 
degree  conferred  on,  572  ;  concentrates  his  army 
upon  Sombref ,  viii  29 ;  maintains  his  position 
ag^nst  Napoleon  at  the  battle  of  Ligny,  June  16, 
1815,  29,  80 ;  marches  to  Wavre,  30 :  ms  share  in 
the  victory  of  Waterioo,  85,  36 ;  his  late  arrival  at 
the  battle  with  Prussian  troops,  36 ;  Wellington 
remonstrates  against  his  desire  to  kill  Bonaporte, 
40 ;  and  interferes  with  his  blowing  up  the  bridge 
of  Jena,  41,  42 
Board  of  Health,  a  central,  formed,  1881,  viii.  292 
Blimt,  sir  John,  a  South-sea  director :  the   min- 
istry favoiu-  his  projects,  vi.  40 
Bohun,  Edmund,  the  press  Uoencer;   his   party 

feeling ;  removed  from  his  office,  v.  158 
Bois-l»-Duc  Burrendei«d  to  the  Dutch.  1794^  vii  318 
Bolan  Pass,  passage  of  the,  by  the  British  army, 

1889,  viii.  452 
BoUngbroke.    See  St.  John. 
Bomb^  ceded  to  Charles  II. ;  by  him  assigned  to 

the  East  India  company,  vi.  201 
Bonaparte,  Joseph,  commands  the  army  sent  against 
Naples,  vii.  472 ;  enters  Naples,  Feb.  15,  1806, 
478 ;  proclaimed  king.  Mar.  80,  ibid. ;  joins 
Victor,  1809,  622  ;  Marmont  establishes  a  com- 
munication with,  552,  653  ;  defeated  at  Vittoria  by 
Wellington,  1818,  562 ;  Napoleon  declares  him  no 
longer  king  of  Spain,  1814 ;  appointed  Napoleon's 
lieutenant,  568;  king  of  Spain,  1808-18U,  574; 
king  of  Naples,  1806-1808,  575 
Bonaparte,  Louis,  proclaimed  king  of  £tolland, 
June,  1806,  vii  47^ ;  surrenders  his  sovereignty, 
1811,  636,  686 
Bonaparte,  Louis  Napoleon.  See  Napoleon  III. 
Bonaparte,  Lucien,  president  of  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred,  1799,  vii.  .H84  ;  his  conduct  during  the 
overthrow  of  ihe  Council  on  Nov.  10  (I9th 
BrumaireX  ibid. ;  urges  his  brother's  claims  to  the 
gratitude  of  Prance,  1815,  viii.  38 
Bonaparte,  Napoleon :  bom  at  Ajaccio  in  Corsica, 
vi.  823;  early  career,  lieutenant  colonel  of 
artilleiy,  1793  ;  his  opinion  of  Carteaux,  vii.  288 ; 
plan  for  reducing  Toulon,  289 ;  appointed  second 
in  command  to  Barras,  1795, 322 ;  suppresses  the 
revolt  of  the  sections  of  Paris,  Oct  6,  322,  823 ; 
manries  Josephine  Beauhamois,  Mar.  1796;  sub- 
mits a  plan  for  the  invasion  of  Italy  to  Oarnot ; 
appointed  chief  of  the  army  of  Italy,  326 ;  recep- 
tiou  by  the  army  ;  defeats  D' Argenteau,  Beaulieu, 
and  CoUi ;  gains  possession  of  Piedmont ;  forces 
9ige  of  Lodi,  826 ;  lavies  heavy  exactions 
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from  Milan  and  Pavia,  827 ;  his  plundering  march 
to   Lefirhom,    t6v/.  ;    where   he    seizes  all  the 
Enfi^fa  merchandize  ;   defeats  generals   Quos- 
naoowich  and  Wurmaer ;  defeated  by  Alvinxy  at 
Caldiero,  Nov.  12 ;  battle  of  Arcolo.  828 ;  compela 
Alvinzy  to  retreat  to  Vicenzo,  ^id. ;  wins  the 
battle  of  Rivoli,  Jan.  14,  1797 ;  Provera  surren- 
ders, Jon.  16 ;  and  Mantua  capitulates,  Feb.  2, 
343  ;  pursues  the  archduke  Charles,  and  defeats 
him   at  Neumarkt,    April   3;   preliminariea  of 
peace  signed  at  Looben,  April  18;  dedaree  war 
against  the  Venetian  republic.  May  3,  ibid. ;  enters 
Venice  on  the  16th  and  overthrowa  the  republican 
government,  843,  844 ;  negotiatea  with  Vienna, 
346,  347 ;   canfera   with  the    Austrian  negotia- 
tors at  Udine,  Oct  16 :   cedes  Ventoe  to  Austria, 
347 ;  peace  of  Campo  Formio  conduded,  Oct  17, 
348 ;  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  **  Anny  of 
England,"  ibid, ;  arrives  in  Paris,  Dec  6 ;  hia  inte- 
rest in  the  preparations  for  Invading  England,  349; 
perauadea  the  DifecUny  to  send  an  expedition 
against  Egypt,  350 ;  appointed  gonenl-in-chief  of 
the  army  m  the  East ;  preparations  at  Toulon ; 
the  expedition  leaves  Toulon,  May  19,  1708,  861 ; 
aeiaes  Malta,  June,  862,  863  ;   his  anxiety  at  the 
sight  of  a  supposed  Bng^h  sail,  868 ;  landing  of 
his  army  at  Alexandria,  ibid. ;  proclamation  of,  to 
the  people  of  Egypt,  868,  854 :  marches  aoroea  the 
desOTt;  gains  the  battle  of  the  Pyramids,  July 
81 ;  obtaina  possession  of  Cairo,  364  ;  reoeives  the 
news  of  Bruev's  defeat   with   calmnees,   868; 
his  letter  to  Tippoo  Sultann,  377;  marohea  to 
Syria  ;  El-Arish  surrenders,  March  18. 1799 ;  and 
Gasa  on  the  25th,  879 ;  captures  Jaffa,  379,  880  ; 
siege  of  Aero,  380,  881 ;  returns  to  Cairo;  defeats 
the  Turks  at  Aboukir,  July  25,  381 ;  obtaina  the 
newa  of  Europe  for  the  past  year,  t6tcf. ;  posture 
of  European  affairs,  July,  1799,  381-383 ;  leave* 
Egyptt  August  84;   arrives  at   Freius,  Oct  9; 
and  at  Paris  on  the  16th,  383  ;  revolution  of  the 
18th  Brumaire ;  his  critical  positionat  the  Assembly 
on  the  19th,  384  ;  overthrows  the  Directory,  884, 
386  ;  becomes  consul  in  oonjunctiou  with  Si^Tes 
and  Duces,  385 ;  appointed  First  Consul  for  ten 
year^  Dea,  387  ;  letter  to  George  IIL,  887,  888; 
hostile  answer  returned  to  it  by  lord  GrenviUe, 
888,  889 ;  considers  the  answer  a  satisfactory  one, 
392 ;  his  oivil  administration,  892,  898 ;  assumes 
the  state  of  a  sovereign,  398,  394 ;  joins  his  army 
at  D^on,  394 ;  crosses  the  Alps  hy  the  pass  of 
the  Great  St  Bernard,  394,  396 ;  enters  Milan, 
May  80,  1800;   gaina  the  victory  of  Marengo, 
June  14 ;  again  in  Paris,  July  8,  396 ;  threatens 
an  invasion  of  England,  1801,  408 ;  hia  audience 
with  marquis  Comwallis,  410 ;  and  demand  upon 
England,  1802,  416;   effects   of  his  rule   upon 
Frendh  society ;   Consul   for  life ;   French   en- 
croachments, 417 ;    his  military  establishment, 
417,  418;  sends    an  expedition  to   reduce   St. 
Domingo,  418 ;  result  of  the  expedition  ;  capture 
and  death  of  the  president,  Toussaint  L'Otiver- 
ture,  418,  419 ;  pubUshes  ool.  Sebastiani's  report, 
419 ;  his  interview  with  lord  Whitworth,  the  Eng- 
lish ambassador.  480  ;  proceeds  against  Peltier  for 
libel  in  an  fiiglish  court  of  law,  480,  421 ;  verdict 
given  in  his  favour,  ,421 ;   violence  shown  by, 
in  his  interview  with  lotxi  Whitworth,  422,  423 ; 
arrests  ten  thousand  English  travellers  in  France, 
425 ;  thus  he  rouses  the  national  spirit  of  Great 
Britain,  ibid. ;  prepares  for  invading  England, 
426 ;   exercises   his   troops  at   Boulogne,    488 ; 
declared   Emperor   of   FVanoe    by   the    French 
senate.  May  18,  1804,  432 ;  discovery  of  a  con- 
piracy  against ;  fate  of  the  conspirators,  ibid. ; 
murder  of  the  due  d'Enghien,  March  80,  488; 
Napoleon  and  his  army  at  Boulogne,  442 ;  his 
anxiety,  442,  443 ;  persuaded  by  Decr^  to  give 
up   the   scheme  of   Invading  £iw|and,  breaks 
up   his    Boulogne    camp,    448;     Russia,    Aus- 
tria xmd   England    coalesce    against;    marches 
across  the  Rhine  and  the  Danube.  U>id, ;  compels 
80,000  Austrians  imder  gen.  Mack  to  surrender 
at  Ulm,  Oct  20,  444,  446  ;  his  invasion  projects 
frustrated  by  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  448 ;  enters 
Vienna,  Nov.  13,  449 ;  defeats  the  Rusaiana  and 
Austrians  at  Austerlita,   Dec.    8,   460^  hia  iA- 
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"faumonity  towAitls  the  Ruastaxui;  peace  of 
Presburg,  450 ;  heads  the  Confederation  of  the 
mdne,  471 ;  aogreeeion  of ;  murder  of  Palm»  472 ; 
the  French  tuce  poetearion  of  Naplea,  of  which 
Joaeph  ia  proclaimed  king,  478,  47S;  defeat  of 
the  French  at  the  batUeof  Maida,  473 ;  takea  the 
field  against  Prussia,  476;  poaiUon  of  the  two 
armies,  476,  477;  defeats  tne  enemy  at  Jena, 
Oct.  14,  1806,  477  :  entry-  into  Berlin ;  issues  the 
Berlin  decree  against  England,  ibid. ;  entered 
Warsaw,  Dec.  19;  batUe  of  Pultusk,  Dec.  26, 
481;  battle  of  Eyiau,  Feb.  8,  1807.  481,  482; 
defeats  the  Ruaaians  at  the  battle  of  Friedland, 
June  14,  487 ;  concludes  the  peace  of  Tilsit  with 
Alexander,  J«ily,  487,  488  ;  the  interview  on  the 
raft  on  the  Niemen,  488 ;  terms  of  the  treaty, 
488,  489 ;  its  secret  articles,  480 ;  they  become 
known  to  the  British  goTemment,  488,  489 ;  his 
rage  on  hearing  the  suooess  of  the  Rngllsh  at 
'Copenhagen,  490 ;  his  continental  system ;  en- 
HleaTours  to  smother  the  British  trade,  498,  495  ; 
secret  treaty  of  Fontainebleau,  495  ;  schemes  for 
possessing  himself  of  the  Peninsula,  495,  496; 
French  invasion  of  Portugal,  495  fC  ae?. ;  flight  of 
the  regent  of  Portugal  to  Brazil,  496 ;  abdication 
of  Charles  IV.,  March,  1808  ;  entraps  the  king  and 
his  son,  498;  an  insurrection  breaks  out  in 
Madrid,  498,  499 ;  general  Dupont  defeated  and 
baffled  by  the  Spaniards,  500,  501;  battle  of 
Baylon,  July  21,  500 ;  unsuccessful  attempt  to 
take  Zaragoca,  501;  defeat  of  the  French  at 
Vimiero,  Aug.  21,  502 ;  retreat  of  Torres  Vedras. 
4^02,  50S ;  convention  of  Cintra,  503 ;  arrives  at 
Bayonne  to  take  the  command  of  his  army, 
Nov.  3,  504 ;  pursuit  of  sir  John  Moore  by ;  gives 
4t  up  to  So\ilt  at  Astorga,  505 ;  the  battle  of 
Corunna  and  death  of  Moore,  506 ;  destruction 
of  the  French  squadron  in  the  Aix  roads  by 
captain  lord  Cochrane,  510  ;  Austria  declares  war 
.against  France,  511 ;  leaves  Paris  April  18 ; 
reaches  Donauwerth  on  the  17th,  ibid. ;  sir  A. 
Wellesley  compels  Soult  to  retreat  from  Oporto, 
512 ;  the  nations  of  Europe  rise  against  France, 
614,  515;  battle  of  Eckmtlhl,  April  22;  entry  of 
the  French  into  Vienna,  May  12;  battle  of 
Aspem,  May  21,  and  22;  Napoleon  shut  up  in 
the  island  of  Lobau,  515;  insurrection  of  the 
Tyrolese,  615,  516 ;  battle  of  Wagram,  July  5 ; 
>determinee  upon  divorcing  Josephine,  516 ;  the 
peace  of  Vienna,  516.  517 ;  return  to  Paris,  517 ; 
the  British  expedition  to  Walcheren,  519-521 ; 
defeat  of  marahal  Victor  at  Talavera,  July  28 ; 
chagrin  of,  52'^  523 ;  divorces  Josephine ;  and 
marries  the  arcliduchefls  of  Austria,  526 ;  Wel- 
lington's lines  of  Torres  Vedras,  529,  530,  582; 
surrender  of  Almeida  and  Ciudad  Rodrigo  to  the 
French,  531;  battle  of  Busaoo,  Sept.  27,  1810, 
631,  532;  Wellington  retires  within  his  lines; 
•distress  of  Massena's  army.  532 ;  Louis  Bonaparte 
resigns  the  sovereignty  of  Holland,  which  state 
is  annexed  to  France,  1811,  535,  536 ;  his  power 
and  aggrandising  view  on  the  continent,  536 ; . 
l3atties  of  Barrosa,  Fuent  i»  de  Onoro  and  Albuera, 
538 :  withdraws  troops  from  Spain  for  his  ex- 
pedition against  Russia,  547  ;  capture  of  Ciudad 
Rodrigo  by  Wellington,  548;  siege  of  Badajoa, 
549,  550 ;  Marmont's  manoauvres,  552,  558 ; 
-defeat  of  the  French  at  the  battle  of  Salamanca, 
July  22, 1812,  553,  554  ;  rage  of,  against  Marmont, 
554,  555;  siege  of  Burgos.  555:  Wellington's 
retreat  to  Ciudad  Rodricro,  555,  556 ;  he  invades 
Russia,  June,  656,  557;  gains  the  battle  of 
Smolensk,  Aug.  16,  and  Borodino,  Sept.  7 ;  and 
enters  Moscow,  Sept.  14,  557 ;  conflagration  of 
Moscow ;  its  evacuation,  Oct.  19,  558 ;  destruc- 
tion of  his  army  in  the  retreat  home,  558,  559 ; 
arrives  at  Paris,  Dec.  18, 559 :  defeats  the  Russians 
and  Prussians  at  Lfttzen,  May  2,  1813  ;  and  at 
BaOtJsen,  May  21,  22 ;  armistice  concluded,  561 ; 
battle  of  Vlttona,  562;  battles  at  Dresden; 
death  of  Moroau,  568  ;  the  French  armies  sustain 
several  defeats  In  Germany,  563,  564 ;  battle  of 
Leipzig,  Oct.  19,  564 ;  his  retreat ;  wins  the  battle 
of  Hanau,  665  ;  Wellington  in  the  Pyrenees,  ibid. ; 
San  Sebastian  ;  the  British  army  in  France,  566 ; 
battles  of  WelUngton  and  8oult»  667  ;  prepara- 


tions for  a  campaign  In  France :  battle  of  Brienne. 
Jan.  29,  1814.  668;  batUes  with  Blttcher  and 
Sehwaraenbergj  capitulation  of  Paris;  battle  of 
Orthes.  569 ;  Toulouse ;  he  abdicates,  April  4, 
670 :  his  kingdom  of  Elba ;  peace  at  Paris,  671  ; 
lands  in  the  Oulf  of  St  Juan  near  Cannes.  Mar. 
1. 1815,  viiL  20, 21 ;  the  "  Hundred  Days"  drama, 
21  e(  uq.;  retrospect  of  the  restoration  of  the 
Bourbons,  21-26 ;  discontent  of  the  people  under 
Bourbon  rule,  22,  28 ;  desire  of  the  army  for  hifi 
return  to  France,  23,  34 ;  his  independent  posi- 
tion at  Elba;  viaitadVysir  N.  CampbeU,S6:  his 
escape ;  attributed  to  BngUah  complicity,  26  ; 
the  powen  assembled  in  Congress  aedare  him 
liable  to  public  vengeance ;  his  advance ;  joined 
by  Labedoyta«,  ibid. ;  and  marahal  Ney  ;  arrives 
in  Paris,  Mar.  21,  27 :  his  speech  at  the  Champ 
de  Mai,  37,  38 ;  re-organises  his  army ;  crosses 
the  frontier  June  16,  and  Joins  his  soldiera  at 
Charleroi,  28;  Wellington's  knowledge  of  hia 
movements,  38,  89  ;  the  battle  of  Ugnv,  29,  SO ; 
bis  manceuvree  and  march  to  the  British  position 
near  Waterloo,  SO  ;  the  field  of  Waterloo,  30,  SI ; 
the  position  of  the  two  armies,  81,  82;  the 
struggle  at  Hoogoumont,  32-34 ;  disoonoerts  hia 
plans,  34;  the  arrival  of  the  Prussians;  rout 
and  panic  in  his  army:  his  final  stand;  and 
flight ;  the  pursuit  of  the  French,  S6 ;  he  re- 
turns to  Puis,  June  21 ;  the  Chamber  of  Re- 
preaentatives  compel  him  to  abdicate  :  and  re- 
quire him  to  go  to  America,  38;  unable  to 
escape  he  yields  himself  to  captafai  Maithmd ; 
becomes  an  object  of  curiosity  In  Plymouth 
harbour  ;  pOTtrait  taken  by  sir  C.  Bastlake ;  St. 
Helena  assigned  him  for  his  future  residence ; 
legal  discussions  concerning  him,  89;  Wel- 
lington remonstrates  ag^nst  his  being  executed ; 
Napoleon's  hatred  for  Wellington,  40;  history's 
errors,  regarding  the  disposition  of  the  Allies, 
and  WemiDgton\i  conduct  towards  Napoleon, 
40,  41;  his  opinion  of  the  "Holy  AlUance," 
45,  46  ;  abolished  the  slave  traffic  in  Franoe, 
46;  his  death-scene.  May  5,  1821,  176,  176; 
parliamentary  complaints  on  the  unnecessary 
strictures  imposed  upon  him,  ihid.;  his  ex- 
pansive mind  and  want  of  moral  sense,  176; 
his  pubUc  interment  In  the  chureh  of  the  In- 
valides,  1840,  436,  6 

Boncahmpa,  M.  de,  a  Vendean  commander,  mor- 
tally wounded  at  Chollet,  vii.  295 

Bond,  Oliver,  a  merchant ;  one  of  the  United  Irish 
directors ;  arrested  1797,  viL  368 

Bordeaux,  duke  of,  Charles  X.  abdicates  In  hi^ 
favour,  1830,  vilL  266 ;  his  mother,  the  duchesn 
of  Berri,  attempts  to  get  up  an  insurrection  for 
his  benefit,  874 

Borodino,  batUe  of.  Sept  7,  1812,  viL  567 

Boscawen,  admiral,  appointed  to  watch  a  French 
fleet,  1766,  vL  208  ;  commands  the  fleet  sent 
against  Loulsbourg,  1758,  233  ;  sirives  there 
June  2 ;  the  place  capitulates,  July,  ibid. ;  de- 
feats the  French  fleeit  in  Logos  bay,  Aug.  17, 
1759,  236 

Bosenden  Wood  tragedy.    Bee  Thom. 

Boston,  opposition  to  the  Revenue  Act  in,  1768,  vi. 
307,  808  ;  destruction  of  tea  in  the  harbour,  1773, 
836-838;  Boston  port  biU,  338,  889;  its  reception 
at,  344  ;  state  of  parties  in,  1776,  364 ;  battle  of 
Bunker's  HiU,  356-368 ;  blockaded  by  Washington, 
858, 359  ;  evacuated  by  the  British,  Mar.  17, 1776, 
362,363 

Boston  port  bill  passed,  1774,  vl.  339 

Boswell,  his  visit  to  Boulton's  works,  vii.  68 

Bouchoin  besieged  by  Marlborough ;  surrenders, 
1711,  V.  875,  376 

Boufllcrs,  marshal ;  present  at  the  battle  of  Stein - 
kirk,  1692,  v.  153  ;  reinforces  the  garrison  of 
Namur:  araumes  the  command  of  it,  1696.  179: 
surrenders,  Aug.  26;  detained  a  prisoner,  but 
soon  released  again,  180 ;  negotiates  with  Port- 
land the  points  of  the  peace  of  Ryswick,  July 
1097, 198 ;  threatens  Holland,  1703,  266 :  intrusted 
with  the  defence  of  liUe,  1708 ;  capitulates.  Doc. 
29,  840 

Bouilld,  miuquis  de.  engages  to  protect  Lotiis  XVI. 
!n  his  flight  to  MontmMy,  1791,  vii.^2(0;  the 
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plan  fkUfl :  tba  kinff  is  captured  at  Varannat,  and 
BoQilltf  fliea  fromPranee,  SOS 

Boolton,  Ifatthew;  Roebuck  reftiaea  bim  a  ahare 
in  Watt*8  patent^  fh.  01 ;  becomes  Watt's  partner, 
«3 ;  BosweU's  yULt  to  bis  works.  63 

Boundaiy  treaty  between  England  and  United 
States  concluded,  Aug.  184V^  408,  400 

Bounty*  Queen  Anne's,  restoring  tbe  first  flrulta 
and  tenths  to  the  church,  1703,  t.  871 

Bourbon  Isle  aoqufrcd  hv  &  British,  1810,  yiH  S14 

Bourienne.  Bonaparte's  seoretaiy ;  quotations 
from,  Tu.  848»  883 ;  withdraws  Napoleon  from 
the  assembly,  1700,  884 ;  cfaai«<  d'altairs  at  Hsm- 
bui]g,.404,  406 ;  instances  of  NapdLeon's  infringe- 
ments of  the  oontinontal  system  given  by,  405 

Boutetort,  lord,  succeeds  Amherst  aa  goremor  of 
Vin^nia ;  opens  the  seasion ;  dissolTss  the  as- 
sembly, tL  810 

BoydeU,  John,  a  skllftil  engrayer ;  his  large  busi- 
ness in  engrarings^  tIL  78 :  hia  Shakspere  ooUeo- 
tion.  78,  70 

Boyne,  battle  of  the,  July  1, 1800,  y.  IVf-UO 

Braddock,  gen. :  his  unsucoeaafm  campaign  on  ttie 
Ohio,  1755 ;  falls  into  aa  ambuscade,  yi.  S07;  and 
is  slain,  S08 

Brandenburg,  elector  oL  See  Frederick  I.  of 
Prussia. 

Brandreth.  Jeremiah,  captain  of  the  Derbyshire 
insuxrecnonists ;  his  conduct  in  the  insurrection, 
1817,  yilL  8S,  83 

Brandywine,  battle  of  the,  Sept  13. 1777,  yi.  378 

Brathwaitei  sir  J.,  captures  Pondicherry,  yil.  i0O 

Bray,  Dr.,  founder  of  parochial  Ubrarios ;  and  one 
of  the  founders  of  uie  *'  Christian  Knowledge 
Society.**  and  the  "Society  for  Propagating  the 
Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,**  y.  906 

Breadalbane,  lord,  submits  to  the  BngUsh  goyem- 
ment ;  is  employed  by  it  to  conciliate  the  rebel 
Highland  chiefs,  y.  13S ;  his  plans  not  suooessAil: 
xmder  suspicion  of  appropriatinjr  the  secret 
money,  Und, ;  committed  to  Edinburgh  Castle 
on  a  charge  of  high  treason,  141 ;  subsequently 
obtains  a  pardon,  and  is  released,  143 

gr  the  line,  whose  inyentton  was  this?  dia- 
;,  yL  437,  488 

Breda  possessed  by  Dumouries,  170^  yil  271 

Breed's  hilL    See  Bunker*s  IdlL 

Brereton,  ooL,  attempts  to  quell  the  Bristol  riots, 
1831,  yiil.  S88,  i80 ;  tried  by  court  martial;  shoots 
htanself,  S80 

Brest,  expedition  against^  1004 ;  its  faUure,  y.  171, 
172 

Bridges  and  their  designers.  yiL  82 :  yiiL  147, 148 

Bridge  water,  Francis  Egerton,  duke  of ;  his  canal 
scEMBmes ;  carried  out  by  Brindley,  yiL  41-48 ; 
the  father  of  Britiah  inland  nayigatlon,  48  ;  with 
his  brother,  the  marquis  of  Stafford,  the  chief 
promoter  of  the  Staff  ordBhirs  canal,  iMd. 

Bn^ort,  lord,  mutiny  in  his  fleet  at  Bpithead, 
1707,  yli.  888 :  offers  redreas  and  pardon.  340 

Biienne,  LomAde  de,  archbishop  of  Toulouse; 
controUor  general  of  France ;  dismisses  the 
notaUea,  yi.  162 ;  his  scheme  of  La  Cour  Ple- 
ni^  108;  dismissed  his  controllenhlp,  164 

Biienne,  battle  of,  Jan.  20, 1814,  yiL  568 

Brindley,  James,  a  millwright,  yiL  41 ;  employed 
by  the  duke  of  Bridgewater  to  construct  canals ; 
his  great  works  of  the  aqueduct  oyer  the  Irwell, 
42 ;  and  the  subterranean  canals  at  Wonley,  42, 
43 ;  appearance  of,  43 

Brissot,  a  Paris  deputy  at  the  assembly  on  the  left 
side,  vlL  205 ;  heads  a  fiftctlon,  21SL  210 ;  quarrels 
with  Clavifere ;  forces  on  a  war  wil2i  Austria^  210 ; 
in  prison,  277 

Bristol  formerly  the  fhmous  port  of  the  West,  y.  7 ; 
slave  trading  pursued  1^  the  merchants  of ;  not 
discontinued  till  George  III.'s  reigi^;  streets, 
ibid. ;  increase  of  popmatlon,  8 ;  glass  manufac- 
tories in,  18 ;  great  riot  at,  Oct,  1881,  yilL  288- 
200 

British  Institution  established,  1805,  ylii.  150,  151 

British  writers,  chronological  and  analytical  Ust 
of,  y.  477-488 ;  yiiL  188-188,  487-401 

Britton,  Thomas,  the  musical  coal-man,  y.  482 

Brock,  mi^or-general;  opposes  Hull's  invasion  of 
Canada,  1812:  drives  him  across  the  rivor  De- 
VOL.  vin. 


trolti  and  compels  him  to  sumnder,  Aog.  It, 
yili.  8 :  praises  the  conduct  of  the  Indians  em- 
ployed bx  the  British  army,  ibid. 

Brodie,  sir  Bei^Jamin,  hie  remarks  on  Oxfosd'a 
insanity,  yiU-  428 

Broglie,  marshal  de,  minister  of  war ;  onmmander 
of  the  French  troops,  viL  170 ;  leaves  Paris  far 
the  frontiers,  174 

Broke,  captain  of  the  "Shannon/*  challenges  the 
American  frigate  **  Cheeapeake**  to  a  flg^t,  and 
succeeds  in  capturing  her.  June  1,  1813,  and 
restoring  the  prestige  of  tne  British  navy,  vUi. 


Brooklyn,  battle  of,  Aug.  27, 1776,  vL  370 
Brougnam,  lord ;  his  eulogy  on 
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his  description  of  Bobeapieiie's  dhaiaoter,  310: 
account  of  Wellington's  interview  with  Pitt;  and 
of  Pitt's  death-bed,  451 ;  hie  eflbrts  in  bringing 
about  the  repeal  of  tiie  orders  in  oouncU  dedar- 
ing  France  and  her  allies  in  a  state  of  blockade, 
1812,  544:  heads  the  oppoaition  in  parlia- 
ment to  the  renewal  of  the  income  tax  in  1816, 
viiL  52 ;  defeat  of  the  Ull,  63  ;  hia  dedamatoty 
attack  upon  the  regent.  64 ;  describes  the  state 
of  the  American  trade  In  1816,  56,  57 ;  movea  an 
Inquiry  into  the  state  of  eduoatum  among  the 
London  poor ;  impulse  given  to  the  committee's 
proceedings  by  his  energy,  60;  queen  Caroline's 
chief  legal    adviser ;    defends  her  title,   162  ; 

rBn's  attomey-ffeneral,  1820,  165 ;  announoea 
queen's  arrival  In  England ;  opposes  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  secret  committee ;  defends  his 
own  conduct,  166 :  takes  part  in  the  conference 
for  averting  a  publio  proceeding,  167 ;  conducts  the 
queen's  defence  at  hor  trial,  170, 171 ;  lays  the  case 
of  Mr.  Smith,  a  misslonanr,  before  parUament* 
1824,  104,  105 ;  supports  the  Canning  ministry, 
206,  206  ;  olijeots  to  the  dukeof  Wellinston  being 
prime  minister ;  statea  that  the  sduxmnaster  is 
abroad,  220 ;  originates  the  "  Society  for  the  Dif- 
fiision  of  Useful  Knowledge,"  1826,  280 ;  promotes 
the  formation  of  the  London  Universl^  231 ; 
speech  on  law  refonn,  231,  232 ;  obtains  the  ap- 
pointment of  two  commissioners  to  inquire  into 
the  state  of  the  common  law.  and  the  laws  affect- 
ing real  property,  282 ;  fails  in  obtaining  the 
eatabliahmenx  of  local  jurisdiction,  1880 ;  subse- 
quent partial  adoption  of  his  views,  248 ;  pro- 
tests against  the  Irad  steward's  treatment  of  the 
Commons  ;  subsequent  explanation,  244,  245 ; 
his  attack  upon  the  WeUinjgton  ministry,  S45 ; 
apologises  for  his  strons  language,  246 ;  glvea 
notice  in  parliament  of  his  Intention  to  introduce 
the  subjeetof  reform,  268 ;  ontheresiffnatlonof  the 
Wellington  ministry  he  postpones  hu  motion  for 
a  short  time ;  lord  cnanoellar,  265, 267 :  reluetanoa 
to  accept  this  office,  265,  266 ;  introduces  a  Ull 
fior  estaDlishing  a  new  court  in  bankruptc7, 1881, 
271 ;  boldness  in  urging  the  kine  to  dissojfve  par- 
liament, 276.  277 ;  speech  on  tioe  Reform  oiU. 
288;  his  Bankruptcy  Court  Mil  receives  the  royal 
assent,  285 ;  wiOi  lord  Grey  obtains  the  ldng*s 
permission  to  create  peers  to  insure  the  passing 
of  the  fieform  bill,  200 ;  speech  of,  on  moving 
the  second  reading  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment 
bill,  1884,  8427UshoatiUty  with  lord  Durham; 
speeches  at  Inverness,  at  the  Grey  banquet. 
Edinburgh,  and  at  Salisbury,  847,  348 :  excluded 
from  the  Melbourne  ministry,  1885 ;  his  indeftti- 
gable  eneigy,  350 ;  speech  on  submitting  a  series 
of  education  resolutions  to  the  lords,  850,  860 ;  his 
attack  on  the  eari  of  Durham's  proceedings ;  pro- 
poses and  canies  an  Indemni^  Act,  whi<m  causes 
the  eari's  resignation,  408 ;  his  speech  on  the 
enthusiasm  manlfiMted  towards  the  queen,  410 ; 
his  "  Historical  Sketches  of  Statesmen"  noticed, 
473,  474 

Browne,  marshal,  commands  an  Austrian  army; 
defeated  at  Losowit^  1756,  vL  216 ;  encampa 
before  Prague,  1757,  228 ;  defeated  by  Frederick 
at  IVague,  May  6,  where  he  receivea  his  death 
wound,  t5«l. 

Browning,  Mrs.,  poetical  quotation  tnm,  vilL  192 ; 
her  poetry^  480,  481 

Brueys,  French  admiral ;  oonve^^  Bonaparte  and 

his  troops  to  Egypt,  1708,  viL  851 ;  defeated  \jy 
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^  «.  a.^  proprietor  of  '*The  Gklcutta 
'  for  hi«  strictuTM 


KalMD  At  the  battle  of  the  Kile,  Aug.  1,«6M57; 
kil]adintlMlMtlie,867 

BnqpBa  •urrenderB  to  Marlborougfa,  1706,  y.  810 

BnmsiHek,  C.  W.  Fardlnand,  dvke  of,  Ueproelap 
mation,  1798,  vU.  223  ;  hia  advanoe  into  fianoe ; 
stoppMi  by  the  battle  of  Valmy,  t84 ;  retreats, 
886:  UeutMunt-general  of  the  Pmeelan  army, 
1800, 476 ;  reoeivee  hie  death  woond  at  the  battle 
of  Jena ;  dies  Nor.  10, 1800, 477 

Bnuuwlok,  W.  Frederick,  duke  of,  headed  tfao 
Oermaa  IxMuireotion,  1809,  vJL  515 ;  hoods  the 
Bruxunricken  at  Waterloo,  tUL  99 

Bruisels  eaved  trcm.  a  bombardment  by  William 
III,  y.  198 

BiTdon,  Dr.,  the  eole  surriyor  of  the  Britieh  army 
ntreadnflrfrom  Gabul,  1848,  yfU.  468 

BaokJngham,  duke  of,  pKyy  eeal,  y.  869  ;  eupporta 
file  motion  for  inyitlog  the  ivinceei  Sophia  to 
Bngland,  806 ;  a  great  art  ooUeetor,  447 

Backingfaam,  duke  of,  made  duke,  1823,  yiU.  177 ; 
aooount  of  Geoige  lY.'a  unreeeryednesB,  206, 
907 

_  J       ,  .     . 

Jooniil  ;**  pirooeedlngB  against, 

on  Indian  affairs,  yiZ  8^,  288 

Buckinghamahite,  low  state  of  agriculture  In; 
dairy  tanning;  prodnoe  of  butter;  duok  rear- 
ing, and  pUlow-laoo  making,  yiL  9 

Buenoe  Ayres  captured  by  sir  Home  Popham, 
1806,  ylL  4r8,  474 ;  regained  by  the  French,  474 ; 
Vhltelook's  expeditkm  against,  1807,  486,  486; 
bis  lUIura,  486 

Buller.  Chariea,  proposes  the  adoption  of  a  eyste- 
matic  colonisation,  yiii.  601 

Bunker's  hill,  battle  of  Breed's  or,  June  17, 1776, 
yi.  867,  868 

Bordett,  sir  Francis,  duel  with  Peull,  1807,  ylL 
408 ;  conduct  of,  in  the  pt)oeedings  between 
Jones  and  tiariiarnent;  ana  subsequent  results, 
1810,  627,  628 ;  chainnan  of  the  London  Hamp- 
den Club,  yiii.  76 ;  reyiy«s  the  question  of  parlia- 
mentary reform,  1818,  97  ;  returned  M.P.  for 
Weslznhsster,  98 ;  again  agitates  reform,  1810, 
102 ;  fbnnd  guilty  of  seditious  libel  and  punished, 
IM 

Buh^herrii,  lord,  British  minister  at  Florence ; 
announees  Napoleon's  escape  from  Slba,  yiii 
21 

Bizr^  Castle  Inyosted  without  suooess  by  Wel- 
ISngtoli,  1812,  yU.  666,  660 

Burgoyne,  general,  moyes  fbr  an  inquiry  hito  the 
Bast  India  CompanyVi  afbdva,  yL  382 ;  inyades 
the  United  States  ;  recaptures  Ticonderoga  ; 
secures  Fort  Sdwsrd,  879;  his  difficulties  in 
procuring  prorvMons,  879,  880 ;  retreats  to  Sara- 
toga; yielas  to  Gates  on  certain -conditions ;  the 
ooDyentidn  of  Saratoga,  880;  cold  treatment  of, 
by  the  British  goyemment :  yindieates  the  con- 
yeutlon  of  Saratoga,  894 ;  deliends  his  conduct  in 
employfaig  Indians,  894,  896 

Bnrtuunpoor  taken  by  coL  Steyenson,  ylL  460 

Burke,  Edmund;  his  speech  on  American  taxation, 
April  19, 1774,  yL  878,  840  ;  tOnt  speech  in  narlia- 
ment,  Jan.  1766,  279;  said  to  be  the  author  of 
Junius'a  writings,  296;  opposes  Bedford's  pro- 
poeed  coerdonaiy  measures  towards  America, 
809 ;  moyes  an  inquiry  into  the  American  dis' 
orders,  818 ;  his  pamphlet  on  American  taxation, 
840;  urges  goyemment  to  adopt  oonciUatoiy 
measures  towards  America.  846;  his  burst  of 
brvtory  on  America's  rapid  growth,  847 ;  remarks 
<m  the  public  oirfnjon  regirding  the  American 
war,  886,  886;  speech  on  economical  reform. 
Febi  11,  1780,  402;  his  mpossls,  408;  UU  ob- 
structed in  its  piogiesB  dttoufl^  oommlttee,  404 ; 
re}eetion  of  the  praetlcal  measures,  406 ;  rejected 
as  M.P.  for  Bristol,  417;  charges  against  him; 
Us  defence,  418;  returned  for  Halton;  briiagB 
forward  his  Ciyil  List  bill ;  it  is  r^eeted,  419 ; 
his  speech  denouncing  the  American  tax,  488 ; 
obfteins  office  in  the  BoeMnofaam  ministry,  486 ; 
compelled  to  compromise  his  acheme  of  econo- 
mical reform  ;  psashig  of  his  bill; 


bill  for  regulating  the  profits  of  tibe  office  of  pay- 
master of  the  forces,  440;  resigns  office  on  the 
aeceaalon  of  the  ShelbuixM  ministry,  1782, 460 ; 


an  agricultural  imnoyer,  ytL  11 ;  draws  up  the 

>port  on   Indian  aftain. 

It's  speech  on  taxes,  160 ; 
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ninth  and  ^yenth  report 
186, 137 ;  commends  Pitt's  m 
passion  displayed  by,  in  the  debate  on  the 
Regency  bill  164;  his  opinion  of  the  French 
reydution,  183 ;  onpoees  an  increase  of  mlUtary 
power;  declares  France  to  be  ruined,  186 ;  re- 
nounces Sheridan's  friendship  and  pcjitical  opi- 
nions, 187 ;  opposes  Fox's  motion  for  the  rspttd 
of  tho  Test  act,  ibid. ;  his  "Roflectiona  on  the 
BcTolution,"  published;  its  remarkable  popu- 
laxitv ;  his  opnlons  on  the  reyolution,  190, 191 ; 
his  hatred  towards  the  French  reyoludonaiv 
doctrines  causes  him  to  break  friendship  wlta 
Fox,  194;  intensity  of  his  hatred  exemplified, 
195 ;  raises  tho  cry  of  the  church  in  danger,  i6ul. ; 
anecdotes  of,  207,  308;  applauds  the  Polish 
reyolution,  216  ;  remarks  of,  on  tho  Sm>- 
tember  msssacros,  231 ;  indignation  of,  at  the 
results  of  the  duke  of  Brunswick's  campaign, 
236:  de^irecates  the  proceedings  of  the  nench 
against  th^  royal  fimiily,  243 ;  oratorical  dsgger 
speech  on  the  Alien  bill,  249 ;  note  on  the  dagger 
scene.  254,  265 ;  speech  of,  on  the  expediency  of 
war,  266  ;  his  idea  of  the  policy  that  ought  to  be 
pursued  towards  France,  268,  269 ;  French  opi- 
nion of,  269 ;  shows  the  mffieulty  of  negotiating 
with  France,  276, 277 ;  rwrete  Britain's  treatment 
of  the  French  fleet  at  Tbulon,  201.  298 ;  objecto 
to  "a  regicide  peace,"  329;  death  of,  July  9, 
1797,  842 ;  desoription  of  the  United  Irishmen 
by,  862 ;  luges  goyemment  not  to  ahsndon  law, 
8o3 ;  his  remarks  on  scarcity,  390 

Bumes,  sir  Alexander,  his  remarks  on  Russian 
intrigues  in  Cabul,  yiU.  460,  461 ;  his  position  at 
Cabul,  463,  464;  massacre  of,  by  the  AfprhaM 
1841,  454.  466 

Bumes,  Charles,  murdered  by  Afghans,  yiii.  454, 
466 

Burnet,  Br.  Gilbert,  nreachos  at  William  IIL's 
coronation,  y.  78;  his  '* Pastoral  Letter**  con- 
demned and  publicly  burnt  at  Charing  Cross, 
1693, 169 :  preaches  at  Whitehall,  Dec.  2,  1697. 
200  ;  preceptor  to  duke  of  Gloucester,  240  ;  his 
of  education,  ibid. ;  carries  the  news  of 
III.'s  death  to  Queen  Anne,  257 
r,  Fanny,  writings  of;  description  of  court 
life  by.  yiii.  126 

Bums,  Bobert;  his  description  of  the  Ayrshire 
farm  labourer,  yli.  35,  36 ;  first  volume  of  his 
poems  pubUsbed,  1786 ;  his  rapid  and  extensiyo 
popularity ;  character  of  his  writings,  yiii.  116 

Burrard,  sir  Harry,  araointed  second  in  command 
in  Portugal,  1808,  yL  600 ;  ozrivee  at  Vimiero, 
602 ;  spoils  WeUington's  plans,  601,  502 

Biisaco,  battle  of,  Sept  27, 1810,  yii.  681 

Buflsey,  H.  de.  French  minister  in  London,  1761. 
yl.  240 ;  delivers  the  French  uUimalum :  is  dis- 
missed England  by  Pitt,  251 

Bustard,  formerly  abundant  in  Wiltshire ;  boldness 
of ;  its  extinction  in  the  county,  vii.  21 

Bute,  John  Stuart,  earl  of,  groom  of  the  stole  to  the 
prinoe  of  Wales,  1756,  vL  217 ;  instils  him  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  constitution,  248  ;  apjpointed  a 
member  of  the  council  and  cabinet  by  the 
nrince,  now  Georce  III. ;  animadversion  against 
his  influence ;  Pittas  indignation  at  the  tone  of 
the  Icing's  first  address  to  the  Privy  Council 
d  by,  244:  intrigues  with  Doddington 
the  ministry;  proclaims  the  poliey  of 
new  reign,  246;  secretary  of  state,  1761, 
246:  condemns  Pitt's  proposal  of  war  against 
Bnain  as  rash,  251 ;  rejoices  at  Pitt's  fall,  262 ; 
whom  his  party  lampoon  and  csricature.  ibid. ; 
alienates  Frederick  of  Rtissia  by  refuring  to 
grant  his  subsidy,  264 ;  attempts  to  carty  out 
Pitt's  plans,  ibid. ;  in  his  anxiety  to  obtain  pescc 
he  offers  to  give  up  fiavonnah  and  Manilla,  266 ; 
prime  minister,  1763,  259;  attempts  to  restore  the 
Influenoe  of  the  prerog^tiye,  260;  attacked  by 
Wilkes  and  Churchill,  260,  261 ;  popular  dislike 
towards ;  resigns  his  employments,  April  8. 
1763,  261 ;  negotiates  for  Fltt^i  return  to  power, 
263 

Butler,  col.,  commands  the  force  which  destroyed 
Wyoming,  1778,  vi.  896 
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Bufler,  ChftriM,  'aneodoto  of  Burke  by,  vii.  206 

Buxton,  T.  F.,  his  roaolutkm  for  aboliaWng  alaveiy, 
182S,  viil.  193 

Byng,  admiral  air  George,  Joina  I^ake  off  the 
Bpaniah  coast,  1700,  ▼.  a0& :  erulaes  in  the  chan- 
xiiel  on  the  watch  for  the  French  fleet  conveying 
the  Flnetender  and  foroea  to  Scotland ;  it  evades 
him,  1708,  886 ;  he  makea  pursuit,  but  does  not 
follow  it  up  when  they  return  to  France, 
«Md. ;  sails  for  the  Mediterranean,  June  4, 
1718  ;  aachcna  in  the  bajy  of  Naplea  ;  pur- 
suea  and  destroya  the  Spaxnah  fleo^  Aug:  11, 
TL84 

Byng,  admiral  John,  despatched  to  the  relief  of 
Port  Mahon;  attacked  by  de  la  Galissoni^re, 
May  SI,  176^  ^.  S18 ;  his  timidity  and  proposal 
to  return  to  Gibraltar ;  saperaedad  by  Hawke, 
iHi. ;  anast;  imprlaonraent  in  Greenwich  Hos- 
pital ;  popular  fmy  againat,  214 ;  trial  at  Porta- 
moulli,  219 ;  found  guilty  and  aantenoed  to  be 
shot;  efforts  made  to  save  him  by  Pitt  and 
others;  execution  of,  Mar.  14,  1767;  hia  de- 
meanour. 220 

Byng,  air  John.    Bee  Strafford. 

Byron,  lord  George,  reproaches  England  with  the 
humiliation  of  Venice,  ^a  346;  hia  description 
of  the  Wato-loo  field  of  battle,  irUL  80,  81 ;  his 
poetic  aatire  "Bofflish  Bards  and  Scotch  Be- 
viewers "  published;  describes  the  character  of 
the  writings  of  Coleildge,  Wordsworth,  and 
Bouthey,  118 ;  popularity ;  character  of  hia  Terse 
romanoea,  and  ma  '*Don  Juan,"  120;  failure  of 
his  dramas,  125 

Byron,  John,  commands  an  expedition  to  America, 
tLIOO 


Cabvl  taken  by  the  British,  viiL  468;  residence  of 
the  British  army  at,  463-450  ;  ito  retreat  fhnn, 
466,  467 ;  retaken  by  the  British,  400. 

Cadia,  unsuooeasful  expedition  to,  1702,  ▼.  261 

Cadoudal,  Oeotgea,  a  royalist  against  Bonapaito ; 
apprehended ;  executed,  1804,  yiL  432 

Calllemot,  a  Huguenot  oommander ;  killed  at  the 
Boyne.  1090.  v.  106 

Cairo  taken  by  Bonaparte,  1798,  vil.  854 

Calaia  bombarded  by  the  Bnglish,  1094.  ▼.  172, 178 

Calcutta  purehaaed  by  the  old  E.  I.  Company,  v. 
290 ;  captured  by  Surajah  Dowlah,  1780 ;  tragedy 
of  the  BUok  hole  of.  Tii.  222,  223;  retaken  by 
CUve.  Jsn.  2.  1767,  222,  224 

Galder,  sir  Robert,  engages  the  French  and  Spanish 
fleeta,  and  captorea  the  ^)ttiiah  teasels,  July  22, 
1805 ;  tried  and  reprimanded,  tU.  442 ;  returns 
home  just  before  the  Trafalgar  victory,  440 

Calendar  reform  bill,  1761 :  its  provisions,  yi.  187, 
188 

Califfula,  Napoleon  and,  at  Boulogne,  compared, 

Oallcott,  character  of  his  paintings,  viii.  164 

Calonne,  controDer-general  of  FmanoeL  1788 ;  oon- 
vokea  the  notablea,  viL  167 ;  ahowa  the  deficit  in 
the  finance ;  jwopoeea  a  land  tax  on  all  rlnsnow ; 
dismissed,  1787, 168 

Cambao^rte,  consul  with  Bonaparto.  1799,  tU.  887; 
has  charge  of  the  Judicial  administration,  892 

Cambridge,  D.  of,  marries ,  Princess  Louisa  of 
Heese,  June  1, 1818,  viU.  97 

Cambridgeshire,  land  of,  vti.  14 ;  quantity  unre- 
claimed in  1794.  1600, 1840.  Und. ;  drainage  and 
reclamation  of  tne  fens  of,  t^  the  E.  ef  Bedford, 
and  Rennie,  14, 16 

Gambronne,  Gen.,  accompanies  Napoleon  in  his 
march  to  Paris,  1816^  riii.  21 ;  death  of,  at  Water- 
loo, 80  -^       ^ 

Camden,  batties  of,  Aug.  10,  1780,  vi.  412;  and 
April  26,  1781,  426 

Camden,  lord,  sir  Charles  Pratt,  lord  chief  justice ; 
declares  Wilkes  as  M.  P.  fk«e  flrom  arrest,  vi.  262, 
263 ;  gives  a  verdict  in  favour  of  a  printer  of  the 
*'  North  Briton,"  265 ;  thanked  by  the  common 
council  for  his  judgment  on  the  general  warrant 
question.  270;  oppoaea  the  taxation  of  Ameri- 
cuns,  280 ;  lord  chanceUor,  1706,  286,  821 ;  dia- 


olaima  the  measurea  adopted  by  the  ministnr, 
804 ;  dismissed  his  ofice,  ibid. ;  supports  Ffl^s 
ministi7)  1T84,  vil.  140 ;  and  Fox's  libel  Ull,  179S, 
218 

Camden,  earl,  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  1795,  vll. 
862  :  recalled,  1798,  366 ;  holds  office  in  the  Port- 
land ministry,  1807,  480 ;  secretary  for  war  and 
the  cokmiM,  1804.  677 

Cameron,  Dr.  Archibald,  executed  1758,  vi.  183 

Cameron  of  Lochiel  joins  the  Young  Pretender, 
1746,  vi.  128;  accompanies  the  Prince  in  his 
flight  to  France,  Sept  1746. 176 

Cameronians;  they  n^ect  the  dispensing  of  the 
Test  Act,  V.  80 ;  oi^iose  the  union  of  the  two 
kingdoms,  1700;  325:  and  bum  tlu  artidea 
at  the  market  cross  of  Dumfries,  Nov.  80,  826 ; 
ordorad  to  return  home  by  the  D.  of  Hamilton, 
ilrid, 

Gameronian  regiment ;  it  defeata  the  Hlghlandsn 
at  Dunkeld,  1690,  v.  131 

Camisards.    See  Cevennes :  Cavalier 

Camming,  Thomas,  a  Quaker ;  sent  against  Fort 
Louis,  which  he  takes,  1758,  vL  232;  Goree  sur- 
rrmdeors  to  him,  288 

Campan,  Madame,  conduct  of,  at  the  storming  of 
Versaflles,  1789,  vii.  179 

Campbell,  ColoneL    See  Aisyle,  A.  C,  duke  of 

Campbell  of  Flnab,  bis  exploits  in  Darien,  v.  222 

Campbell,  A.    See  Anryle.  E.  of 

Campbell,  air  Arohibdd,  oefenda  Rangoon  against 
the  Birmese,  viiL  219,  220 ;  his  campaign  of 
1825 ;  takes  Donoopew ;  hy  repeatedly  defeating 
the  Birmese  he  compels  tham  to  agree'  to  the 
treaty  of  Yandaboo^  220 

Campbell,  sir  Colin;  lleutonant,  vii.  468;  his  do> 
acription  of  the  battie  of  Aa«;e,  459,  400 

Campbell,  John.    See  Argyle,  D.  of 

CampbeU,  John,  lord,  aneodotea  of  Geonre  III.,  vii. 
80S ;  of  lord  EUenborough  and  Hon«^s  Mai  bv, 
viiL  90 ;  hia  remarks  <m  the  appeal  of  murder  in 
1818,101, 102;  his  opinion  of  government's  conduct 
towards  the  Cato-street  conspirators,  101,  102; 
his  feelings  at  the  dissolution  of  parliunenL  1881, 
277,  278 

Campbell  sir  John,  Attorney-General  in  the  Mel- 
bourne miniatnr,  viil.  881 

Campbell,  air  Neil,  appointed  to  watch  over  Napo- 
leon at  Elba,  viiL  26 

Campbell  captain  Robert,  of  Glenlyon,  his  share 
in  the  Glenooe  massacre,  1092,  v.  187-189;  not 
pfosecuted,  141 

Campbell  Thomaa,  quotation  tram,  viii.  408 ;  wide 
raputation  of  hia  "Pleasuroa  of  Hope,  and 
lyrics ;  "  Gertrude  of  Wyoming"  published  1809, 
vfii.  121 

Camperdown,  batUe  of,  fought  between  De  Winter 
and  Duncan.  Oct.  11, 1797,  viL  848,  849 

Campo  Formio,  peace  of,  Oct  17,  1797,  vii.  848, 

Canada  ceded  by  France,  1708,  vl  467 ;  doubtAil 
loyalty  of,  towarda  England,  1798,  vii  208 ;  die- 
putes  with  the  mother  country,  viil.  400,  407 ;  in- 
surrection in.  407-409;  lord  Durham's  govern- 
mentk  407, 408;  his  report  on.  409 

Canals,  constmeti^yn  of,  D7  Bnogowater,  Brindley. 
and  others,  vii.  41-48 ;  incrBasod  sums  exnended 
on  navigation  and,  886 ;  constructed  by  Tdf ord, 
vilL147 

Canning,  George ;  one  of  Pitt's  sopportern,  vii.  817 ; 
story  of  his  proposed  connection  with  the  Jaco- 
bizis ;  advooatea  a  continuance  of  the  war,  Md. ; 
defends  Pitt's  coercive  poUcj,  824,  826 ;  starta 
the  "  Anti-JaooUn/*  Nov.  1797,  846 ;  ratires  ttam 
office,  1801,  400rFareign  Becretaxy,  1807,  480, 
677 ;  obtaina  a  knowledge  of  the  secret  article  of 
TQ^  480 :  in  fkvour  of  aiding  the  Spaniards, 
499 ;  remarks  on  Moore's  retreat  in  Spain,  1809, 
607,  608;  duel  with  Oaatiereagli,  626,  620;  re- 
signs, 620  ;  grief  at  Perceval's  daatii,  641 ;  retuma 
from  Usbon,  and  takea  hia  seat  in  parliament,  viii. 
78,  70;  PiWdent  of  the  Indian  Board  of  Control, 
1810,  79, 158, 169 ;  imprudent  expnsalon  regard- 
ing Ogden'a  petition,  98 ;  offen  duel  to  the  author 
of  an  anonymoua  pamphlet,  90,  97;  vindicatea 
the  govemment'a  oonduct  towarda  oueen  Caro- 
line, 100;  r6f\]8ing  to  take  part  in  tne  proceed-  -. 
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ingi  Mslnrt  the  qoaen  1m  tondfln  his  nalgna- 

tfoni  out  ^^M*  Itmg  inalalM  OQ  hlfl  rotafaiJiiff  itk 
and  following  his  own  oonduot  with  mpact  to 
tho  quaen,  168 ;  hl«  intereat  in  the  quoen'a  trial, 
178;  rarigna  hia  olBoe  Dec.  IS,  1880;  the  king 
refuaea  to  re^idmit  him  into  the  CaUnei  after 
the  queen'a  death,  174;  hta  Soman  CathoUo 
leliefbUl  thrown  oat  twice,  178, 179 ;  appointed 
Govemor-Geneml  of  India,  170 :  bat  Miore  he 
haa  atarted  for  India  he  Is  appointed  Secretary 
for  Foreign  AAiira ;  hia  inatructiona  to  the  duke 
of  Wellington,  the  British  repreaentatlTe  at  the 
Congrees  at  Voron^  181;  and  to  the  Britiah 
ambaaaador  at  Ftavt ;  hia  declaration  of  neu- 
trality. 183 ;  hia  declaration  of  April,  18S8, 183; 
his  policy  of  the  recognition  of  tlM  Spaniah  pro- 
Tincea  in  South  America ;  opposition  towards  it, 
184 ;  the  king  fUls  in  obtaining  Canning's  dis- 
missal, ibid. ;  condition^  upon  which  a  atate 
which  haa  suocoasftillT  iiBsmtiw!  its  independ«ico 
should  be  recognised  Vy  a  neutral  state,  186, 180 ; 
discussions  with  the  United  Statea  minister  con- 
cerning the  Spanish  South  American  statea,  tho 
Oregon  territoiy,  and  the  right  of  aearch,  186- 
188 ;  his  warlike  attitude  and  promptitado  pre- 
▼ents  the  war  of  Spdn  against  Portugal,  188; 
speech  intimating  Spain's  aggression,  and  the 
conduct  of  tho  British  govenmient,  188L  180; 
defenda  Huakiason,  190, 191 ;  progreasand  liberty, 
191,  19S ;  hia  resolutions  for  ameliorating  the 
oonditlcmof  slaves  agreed  to,  198;  his  posltian 
with  regard  to  the  Catholic  question,  SOI ;  dis- 
like of  lord  Eldon  and  the  duke  of  York  towiutia, 
301,  208 :  anecdote  of  Canning  and  the  choncdkr 
at  the  funersl  of  the  duke  of  York,  where  the 
former  catchea  a  cold,  308 ;  oppoaite  opiniona  of 
Pool  and  Canning  on  OathoUc  Emancipatian, 
SOS,  204 ;  the  king  order*  him  to  form  a  ministry ; 
flis  Lord  of  the  Traasuiy  and  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  1887,  804,  310;  his  offers  to  cabinet 
miniBters  rejected,  804,  305 ;  his  appearance  and 
manner  on  meeting  parliament,  Kay  1,  1887, 
806 ;  oppoaition  ahown  towards  him,  805^  306 ; 
attack  of  lohi  Orey,  806 ;  charged  with  baring 
pledged  himself  not  to  press  the  CathoUc  quea- 
tion,  206,  807 ;  the  charge  probably  a  calumny, 
807,  211 ;  assigned  causes  of  the  hoattlitr  shown 
towards ;  speaks  for  the  last  time  in  parliament, 
June  18,  on  the  Com  trade ;  unable  to  obtain 
relaxation ;  the  king  sends  his  iihyBlcian  to  attend 
him ;  death  of,  Aug.  8,  and  burial,  Aug.  16, 1887 ; 
808 ;  concludes  the  treaty  on  Grecian  aflaha,  308, 
200 ;  principle  of  international  law  laid  down  by, 
S09,  810 ;  statesmen  composing  his  cabinet,  810 ; 
neU,  on  tiie  negotiations  preceding  his  premier- 
ship, 811 ;  dlAculties  of  carrying  out  his  Indiui 
peace  policy,  818 

Oanterbuiy  fanatics.    See  Riots. 

Canton  blockaded  by  the  British,  1880,  vliL  445 ; 
again  attacked  by  them,  1841,  447,  448 

Capital  punishment,  abolition  of,  for  thefts,  yOL 
68,  64, 101, 195  :  hi  the  years  before  and  after  the 
Queen's  acoession,  898.  ' 

Csrleton.  captain  Georae,  Quotations  from,  Ulustra- 
tive  of  Peterborough's  Spanish  campaign,  1706, 
1706,  ▼.  893-897 

Carleton,  a  British  genersl ;  makes  his  way  into 
Quebec,  defending  it  against  Montgomery  and 
Arnold,  1776,  tL  863;  defeats  the  Americans; 
retires  from  Quebec,  1776,  868 

Carlisle  invested  by  the  Pretender's  army,  1745,  Ti. 
141 ;  and  capture,  Nov.  148 ;  taken  by  the  duke 
of  Cumberisnd,  Deo.  SO,  169 


vlii.  810 ;  Lord  Privy  Seal,  1834,  844 

Carlos,  Don,  duke  of  Parma.  See  Charles  III.  of 
Naplea. 

Carlabad,  congress  of,  Aug.  1, 1819,  vliL  888 

Csrlton  House  remodelled  by  Holland ;  pulled  down, 
1826,  viil.  144 

Carlyle,  his  remarks  on  the  negro  question,  viiL 
881,888;  on  the  position  of  the  agricultural 
labourer  in  1840,  897  :  on  the  advisabiUty  of  the 
labouring  classes  emigrating,  418 ;  his  petition  for 


the  Oopyriffat  BUI,  464:  efaanoter  of  his  Uatoriea: 
worics  on  unmwell  and  the  Frsooh  Revolution, 
47^473 

Canniarthan,  marquis  of.    See  Laedi,  doka  of. 

Oaraot  compels  the  duke  of  York  to  raise  the  slag* 
of  Dunkirk,  1793.  viL  888;  captures  Cbariaroi; 
and  vrins  the  battle  of  Fleoroa.  818 ;  a  membor 
of  the  French  Direotory;  Bonaparte  autamits 
a  xdan  lor  invading  Italy  to,  886 ;  eacapea  being 
arrested  fcf,  844 

Camwa^  Robert^  eari  of,  Impeached  of  hia^ 
treason,  tried  and  found  guUfy,  vL  19 ;  but  is 
reprieved,  80;  released  from  prison  by  an  act  of 
grace,  80 

Gwoline,  queen,  vrife  of  Geoige  II. ;  influences  her 
husbsnd  in  retaining  Walpole  F>^m  minister  in 
opposition  to  electing  sir  8.  Oompton,  vL  68 ; 
receives  a  Jointure  of  100,0002.,  ilrid, ;  her  assist- 
anoe  to.  and  influence  over  her  huaband,  60 ;  ap> 
nolntea  regent  1785,  durtnff  the  king's  ahaance 
in  Hanover,  77 ;  regards  the  Porteoua  riots  of 
1736  as  an  insult  to  her  authority,  83;  taken  ill, 
Nov.  9, 1787;  diea  Nov.  80,  87 ;  eharactorof,  88 

Caroline,  Matilda,  aister  of  Georae  III.,  bom  1761, 
married  in  1766  to  Christian  VIL  of  Denmark : 
unhappy  marriage;  oharged  with  InfideUty,  and 
impnaonod  in  Kronbeig  castle ;  rescued  oj  tho 
British  govemmenl^  vi.  389 ;  retiree  to  tho  castle 
of  2el],  Hanover,  dytog  in  1775,  830 

Caroline.    See  George  Iv. 

Carteaux,  general,  suppresses  a  revolt  at  Mar- 
seilles, ViL  386 ;  marohea  against  Toukm,  1793, 
887,  889;  replaced  in  his  command  by  general 
Dugommier,  889 

Carter,  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue;  slain  at  La 
Hogue^  1608,  V.  149 

Cartoret,  lord,  Becretaiy  of  State ;  removed  from 
that  office.  1784 ;  appointed  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  vi  60 ;  offers  800L  for  the  discovery  of 
the  anthor  of  the  Druier'a  letters,  68 ;  his  motion 
for  Walpok's  removal  rejected,  103 ;  1 


favourite  of  George  II.,  109;  i 

1742-1744,  112,  880;  oontrola  the 

ohiwsb  of  attaok  to  the  opposition,  118 ;  created 

earl  Qrsnville.  ibid. ;  obfiuns  the  king's  oonfl- 

dence,  1747 ;  fails  in  an  attempt  to  obtain  tho 

administration  of  affairs,  178;  President  of  the 

Qoundl,  1761,  851 

Carthagena,  attack  upon,  1741,  vL  98-100 

Cartwright,  Dr.,  invents  the  power  loom;  his 
anxiety  on  account  of  it;  parliamentary  gnsnt 
to ;  number  of  looms  employed  in  1813,  'S3  and 
'66,  ViL  64 

Gasssno,  battle  of,  April  87,  im.  viL  888 

Castanoa,  genend,  eompeb  the  mnoh  to  surrender 
at  the  battle  of  Baylen,  1808,  ViL  600 

Castle,  John,  betraya  hia  fellow  Bpencean  philan- 
thropists, ViiL  76-78 

Castieresgh.  lord,  temporary  Irish  Becretaiy,  vfL 
866;  appliea  the  aecret  service  money  to  the 
malHng  converts  to  the  government  measure  of 
the  Union,  372,  873 ;  description  of;  moves  tho 
third  reading  of  the  Union  Bill,  875;  Warand 
Colonial  Secretary,  1807,  480;  challenges  Osn- 
nlng  to  a  duel,  which  takes  plaoe  on  WimUedosi 
Common,  Sept  88, 1809,  686 ;  cause  of  the  quar- 
rel, ftiS.  626;  resigns,  686;  Foreign  Secretary, 
1818,  689 ;  ViiL  168 ;  one  of  the  plenipotenUariea 
at  the  Congress  at  Vienna,  1814,  viiL  48 ;  his 
diplomacy  with  regsrd  to  the  annexation  of 
Saxony  to  Prussia,  48, 44 ;  reception  l^the  House 
of  Commons,  61 ;  offensive  declaration  made  bv, 
62 ;  with  WeUington  he  represents  Great  Britain 
at  Aix-b^Chapelte,  1818,  99 ;  takes  part  in  the  con- 
ferences for  averting  a  public  proceeding  in  the 
case  of  queen  Caroline,  167 ;  commits  suicide, 
Aug  12, 1888, 179 ;  his  foreign  ministry,  180 

Catalonia  invested  by  the  French.  1608,  v.  166 

Cathcart,  lord,  death  of,  on  his  way  to  Carthagena, 
1740,  vL  08 

Cathcart.  lord,  commander  of  the  land  forces  sent 
against  Denmark,  1807,  vlL  490;  present  at  the 
battle  of  Dresden,  1818,  668 

Cathelineau,  Jaques,  heads  the  Vendean  Insuiv 
gents,  1793,  vii.  893  ;  killed,  394 

Catherine  IL,  of  Russia,  her  influoiM»  procures  the 
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FoUiih  thzone  ftir  Btantwlann,  vi.  894 ;  roAuM  to 
aid  tba  British  tkgaioBt  America,  SAO;  begins  to 
rdgm  1762, 465 ;  agrees  to  raise  on  army  for  Spain, 
▼ii.  917 ;  death  of,  Nov.  10, 1796,  880,  674 

CathoUo  BeUef  bills  paased,  Feb.  1782,  U  446, 446» 
and  April,  1889,  TiiL  840 

Catholics,  Roman,  their  Ineligibility  for  civil  offices, 
▼.  78 ;  opprassion  of  Protestants  tn  Ireland  by. 
1680, 81  it  an.  /  struggle  of  the,  in  Scotland,  87 
€t  mq.  :  Catholic  sovereigns  ropreaented  at  the 
Hague,  1601,  188;  treaty  of  limerick  allowing 
them  certain  raUglous  privileges,  188 :  penal  laws 
against,  1609,  836  ;  proceedings  against  Popish 
priests,  1745,  vi.  168,  164 ;  ooiafai  hiws  aga&st, 
repealed,  1778»  406 ;  fanaticism  against,  roused ; 
Protestant  Associations  against,  formed,  406 ;  the 
Goidon  riots  against,  406^10 :  the  relief  UU 
passed,  1782.  445,  446  ;  aUoived  to  vote  at  elec- 
tions, 1798 ;  rail  introduced  for  repealing  all  the 
civil  disablUties  of.  ^IL  868  ;  'govemment's  desire 
to  emancipate  them,  860,  870  ;  George  IIL's  op- 
position to  the  repeal  of  the  disqualification  laws, 
898.  899 ;  he  requires  Pitt  never  to  support  Oa- 
tholic  emancipation,  481,  479 ;  opposes  the  enlist- 
ment of,  479 ;  Grattan's  speech  on  the  emancipa- 
tion of,  viii.  108, 108;  pwtiRl  success  of  the  Car 
tholic  relief  measure,  1881-8, 178, 179 ;  state  of  the 
Catholic  question ;  rejection  of  the  relief  biU,  201 ; 
sensation  caused  by  the  duke  of  York's  speech 
on  the  btlL  201.  208 ;  on  lord  Liverpool's  illness 
the  advocates  for  and  against  Roman  Catholic 
relief  marsbal  themselves  under  the  leaderdiips  of 
Canning  and  Peel ;  the  debate  in  pariiament,808, 
204 ;  charges  against  Canning  respecting  the  Ca- 
tholic question,  806,  207 ;  first  majoritv  obtained 
(1826)  in  favour  of  their  claims,  884  ;  liiJs  resolu- 
tion is  not  taken  Into  consideration,  286 ;  Roman 
Catholic  Association  founded,  1828;  dissolved 
during  the  Canning  minirtry ;  revived,  1828  ;  it 
secures  the  election  of  O'Connell  for  dare,  285, 
280  ;  ministerial  views  on  Catholic  Bmancipation, 
230,  287 ;  George  IV.'s  unwillingness  to  consent 
to  his  ministers  attempting  to  s^tle  the  question, 
*i36  A  aeq. ;  Emandpraon  announced  by  ffovem- 
ment^  287,  888 ;  violent  debates  on  tiie  rail,  288- 
240 ;  it  receives  the  royal  assent,  April  18, 1880, 
340 ;  O'Connell  obtains  admission  into  parilament 
under  the  terms  of  the  now  Act.  241,  242 

Cato  Street  Conspiracy ;  antecedents  of  the  ring- 
leader, Arthur  lUstle wood,  viiL  160 ;  who  forms  a 
plan  of  assassinating  the  membexs  of  the  Cabinet, 
160, 161 ;  plot  divulged  and  frustrated  ;  trial  and 
execution  of  Thistlewood  and  five  accomplices, 
161 

Cavalier,  leader  of  the  Camisards,  repels  Marshal  do 
Hontreuil,  and  concludes  an  amnesty  with  Ifar- 
sbal  Villars,  1708,  v.  266;  died  aged,  a  governor 
of  Jersey,  and  major-general,  266 

Cave,  starts  the  Gentleman's  Magasine,  1781,  viL 


ntary  pro- 
'  publishing  lord 


84 ;  deterred  from  pubUshinff 
ceedings  by  being  prosecuted 
Lovat's  trial,  178 
Cavendish,  lord  John,  censures  the  ministers  for 
their  conduct  of  the  American  war,  vL  486 ;  re- 
signs office,  1788,  460 ;  censures  the  terms  of 
peace,  460 ;  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  March 
to  Juty,  1782,  469;  April  to  Deo.,  17^,  vii.  676 
Cavendish,  sir  Henry,  M.P.  for  Lostwlthlel ;  his 
reports  of  the  debates  of  parliament,  1768-77,  vL 
289,  890 ;  his  remarks  on  parliamentary  privileges, 
298 ;  quotations  ttam  his  debates,  292,  298,  897, 
809,  814,  817-9 
Cemeteries,  want  of,  in  Bngland,  1842,  vill.  894 
Cerat  heads  the  assassinsof  Sept,  1792,  vii.  229 
Cevennes,  the  revolt  of  1702-4  in  the,  v.  265 
Ceylon  acquired  by  the  British,  viiL  217-8 
Chadwick,  Bdwin,  reports  of,  on  the  state  of  the 
workhouse  at  St  Lawrence,  Reading.  viU.  839 ; 
on  the  sanitaiy  condition  of  the  labouring  classeti, 
891-893 ;  and  on  interment  in  towns,  384 
Chaixa,  extensive  mannfaotory  of,  in  Bucldngham- 

Ahire,  vii.  9 
Chambers,  sir  WHlism,  his  architectural  designs, 

ViL  80,  81 ;  death  of;  1796,  vilL  142 
Chalier,  a  Piodmonteee ;  a  Giroudin  leader ;  esta- 
blishes the  Giipndin  party  at  Lyon ;  his  atrod- 


ties;  defeated  by  the  sections,  and  killed,  1798, 

vii  284 
Chalmers,  Dr.  Thomas,  his  oratorical  powers ;  pnpu- 

Uuity  of  his   '* Astronomical   Discourses"  pub- 
lished in  1816,  viii.  124  ;  character  of  his  poUtical 

economy  writings,  129 
Chambers,  sir  W.,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Royal 

Academy,  viL  70 ;  his  architectural  designs,  80, 

81 ;  death  of.  1796^  vliL  142 
Champion,  colonel,  invades  the  Rohilla  country, 

1774,  vii.  124 
Championnet,  a  French  general,  enters  Palermo : 

abolishes  royalty;  establishes  a  republic,  1799, 

ViL  882 
Chandomagore  surrendered  to  the  Knglish,  1767, 

vl.  284 ;  again  captured  by  the  En^afa,  1778,  vii 

129 
Chandos,  marquis  of,  opposes  the  Reform  bill,  viii. 

274 ;  his  amendment  of  the  bill,  280 
Channing,  Dr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  abolition  of 

slarory,  viii  889,  880 
Chantrey,  style  of  his  sculpture,  vliL  140, 160 
Chapelier,  guillotined,  1T94.  vii.  898 
Chitfetto  commands  the  Vendeans,  1798,  vii.  293 ; 

resumes  arms  on  the  occasion  of  the  Quiberon 

exnedition,  1796,  880 
Charlemont,  lord,  panic  of  his  troops  at  Barcelona, 

V.  296 
Chariemont,  earl   of,  oommander-in-ohief  of  the 

Irish  volunteezB,  1782,  vi.  446 
Cbarleroi,  siege,  and  capture  of,  by  the  French, 

June  26, 1794,  vii  811,  812 
Cbarleroy  captured  by  the  French,  1683,  v.  166 
Charies  Albert  of  Sardinia  succeeds  to  the  throne 

after  Charles  Felix,  1881,  viii  268 
Charies  of   Lorraine  commands   the   Austrians; 

checks  the  French  in  Bohemia,  1742,  vi.  107 ;  ex- 

SIs  the  Frendi  from  Germany,  111 ;  oommands 
B  Austrians  at  Leuthen,  1767,  281 

Charles  II.,  of  Spain  and  Naples,  represented  at  the 
Hague,  1601,  v.  122 ;  his  early  life  and  feebleness  ; 
the  question  of  his  succession,  226,  226;  tor- 
mented by  intriguing  agents,  242 ;  alters  his  wiU 
in  favour  of  France,  and  dies  Nov.  1,  1700,  242, 
348,  888 

Charles  III,  of  Spain  and  Naples ;  as  Don  Carlos, 
duke  of  Pkrma,  he  invades  Lombardy,  Naples, 
and  Sicily ;  crowned  king  of  Naples  and  Sicily, 
vi.  71 ;  reigned  in  Spain,  1769-88,  466 ;  and  in 
Naples,  1734-69,  466 

Charles  IV.,  of  Spain,  bcffan  to  reign,  1788.  vi.  465 ; 
concludes  the  tieaty  of  Fontainebloau  with  Napo- 
leon, 495  ;  abdicates  the  crown,  1808,  498,  675 

Charles,  archduke,  of  Austria;  emperor  VI.  of  Ger- 
many ;  his  claim  to  the  Spanish  throne  sup- 
ported by  Bngland ;  his  visit  to  Anne's  court, 
1708,  V.  867 ;  lands  at  Lisbon,  290 ;  proclaimed  as 
Charles  III.,  of  Spain,  at  Denia ;  he  presses  for 
the  si^^  of  Barcelona,  294  ;  his  partial  success  in 
Cataloma,  296;  his  incompetency;  besieged  in 
Barcetona,  1706,  297, 298 ;  his  hiactivitv  in  march- 
ing on  Madrid,  298,  899 ;  Peterborough's  disgust 
of;  299;  his  Spanish  claims  acknowledged  by  the 
Estates  of  Brabant,  810 ;  sustains  roverMS,  1707, 
830 ;  obtains  a  few  successes;  enters  Madrid.  Sept. 
1710,  866 :  discord  amongst  his  allies ;  defeat  at 
Villa  Viciosa;  cause  hopeless,  367;  elected  em- 
peror, Oct  8,  1711,  876,  475;  died  Oct  20, 1740, 
vi  101^465 

Charles  vll.,  emperor  of  Germany ;  as  elector  of 
Bavaria  he  disputes  Maria  Theresa's  succession  to 
the  German  throne,  vi.  106;  enters  Bohemia: 
takes  Prague ;  crowned  king  of  Bohemia  and  em- 
peror of  Germany ;  his  capital  city,  Munich,  taken 
by  his  opponents,  107 ;  died  at  Munich,  1745, 113 

Charles X.,  of  France;  count  D'Artods,  brother  of 
Louis  Xvl. ;  leaves  France,  1789,  vii.  174 ;  ready  to 
return  In  arms,  200 ;  urges  the  emperor  of  Ger- 
many and  king  of  Prusna  to  rescue  Louis,  207 ; 
prepares  an  expedition,  but  abandons  it,  and 
returns  to  England,  1795.  820 ;  signs  a  conven- 
tion with  the  Allies  for  the  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties, 1814,  671 ;  ssoends  the  throne,  1884,  viii.  347, 
868 ;  government,  consecration,  and  inconsiBtency 
of,  247.  248 :  his  differences  with  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies,  840;  promulgates  the  royal  ordinances, 
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1890,  850;  the  peoplt  an  rouaad,  S51-2S4;  his 
wavering  conduct,  264 ;  lows  his  crown,  Julv, 
1880,  266 ;  his  moToments,  iMcL  :  abdicates  bi 
fltvour  of  his  grandson;  oompeiled  to  leave 
nance;  takes  reftige  in  Bngiand,  S60 

Charles  XII.,  of  Sweden ;  his  energy  in  waninff 
against  Denmark,  whose  nayr,  with  admiral 
Rooke's  assistance,  he  soooeeds  in  driving  hack 
into  Copenhagen,  t.  2S7 ;  concludes  a  peace  with 
England,  ibid.  ;  his  career  from  1700  to  1707. 890 ; 
visited  by  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  831 ;  account 
of  the  interview,  Wd.;  Invades  Russia;  defeats 
the  native  army  near  the  Beresina ;  and  at  Smo- 
lonsko ;  receives  a  signal  defeat  from  the  Gaar 
Peter  the  Great  at  theWtle  of  Pultowa,  July  8, 
1700,  345, 840 ;  suooeeds  Charles  XI.,  476;  reap- 
pears in  history,  after  a  seclusion  of  five  years, 
1714,  vi.  27 ;  defeated  at  Stralsand,  S8 ;  and  slain 
at  Fredericksfaall,  1718.  85, 465 

CharleaXIV.,  of  Sweden,  J.  J.  J.  Bemadotte ;  serras 
in  the  army  under  Jourdan,  vii.  812  ;  joins  Bona- 
psrte  with  an  an^y,  848;  oppoaea  any  change  in 
the  constitution  of  Franco,  1709,  883 ;  commands 
the  army  of  Hanover,  1805,  443 ;  attacked  by  Ben- 
ningsen  at  Pultusk,  Dee.  1807»  461 ;  instslled 
crown  prince  of  Sweden,  Nov.  1,  1810,  686; 
sBenates  himself  fVxxn  Boniqparte  and  ioins  Alex- 
ander of  Russia,  666 ;  defeated  Oudinot  at  Gross 
Beeren,  Aug.  28, 1818»  668 ;  and  Key  at  Dennewita, 
Sept.  6,  668,  664 ;  his  further  opposition  to  the 
French,  564 ;  becomes  king  of  Sweden,  1818,  viii. 
268. 

Charleston  besieged  by  the  British;  capitulates. 
May  12, 1780,  vi.  411 

Charlotte,  Queen,  princess  of  Mecklenbeig :  colonel 
Grame's  &vourable  report  of  her  induces  Geoige 
IIL  to  choose  her  for  his  queen,  vL  247;  he 
marries  her,  Sept.  8,  1761 ;  her  appearance  and 
character,  248 ;  coronation  ofthe  king  and  queen. 
Sept  22, 240;  entrostedwith  thecare  of  thoUng^ 
1810,  vU.  684 ;  death  of.  Nov.  17, 1816.,  viU.  98 

Charlotte,  princess ;  public  hopes  of  her  marrisge 
with  Leopold,  which  occurs  May  2, 1816,  vilL  63, 
64  ;  grief  at  her  death,  Nov.  6, 1817, 03, 04  ;  admi- 
ration of  her  conduct,  end  sympathy  with  her 
husband ;  her  dissension  with  the  prince  Regent ; 
he  causes  an  inquiry  into  her  conduot ;  she  reftises 
to  many  the  prince  of  Orange,  04 ;  flies  to  the 
princess  of  Wales;  her  character,  96 

Cnamook  joins  with  Barclay  and  others  in  the  de- 
sign against  William's  lifb,  1696,  v.  187 ;  the  plot 
is  discovered  end  he  is  captured,  Feb.  22 ;  tried, 
100;  found  guilty  and  executed,  191 

Charter,  the  people's,  principles  of,  viiL  418,  419 ; 
parliamentMy  debate  on,  1842,  496 

Chartism,  its  prevalence  among  the  labouring 
dasses,  viil.  417,  418;  prineiplea  advocated  by 
the  ChartUts,  418,  419 ;  Chartist  riots,  1880,  422 : 
revival  of.  1848, 658, 569;  Chartist  designs  crushed 
by  the  government  prspwatlons,  659.  560 

Chartreuse,  Castle  of;  surrenders  to  Marlborough, 
1702,  V.  260 

Chatham,  WiiUam  Pitt,  earl  of,  speaks  in  parlia- 
ment, 1786,  vi  85 ;  gentleman  of  the  bed-chamber 
to  the  prince  of  Wales,  1788,  92 ;  denounces  the 
convention  with  Spain,  1789,  94 ;  supports  the 
grant  for  continuing  the  war  in  Flanders,  1744, 
112 ;  speaks  against  the  amendment  for  securing 
the  Independence  of  the  Commons,  188;  obtains 
office  under  the  Pelham  administratioD,  1747, 
178;  the  king  refuses  to  nominate  him  Secretanr- 
at<War;  appointed  Vlee-Treasurer  of  Xreland; 
then  Pimnaster  Genersl ;  integrity  In  the  di»- 
charoe  of  his  office,  179 ;  chagrined  at  not  obtain- 
ing the  Secretary  of  State  seals  in  1764 ;  marries 
lady  Grenville,  and  retinis  to  Hayes,  199;  his 
outburst  against  the  levity  of  the  douse  of  Gom- 
mons ;  deserted  by  Fox,  200 ;  Newcastle  offei^s 

*  him  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet,  and  the  probabiUty  of 
having  the  Secretary  of  State  seals,  to  support 
the  subsidies  ;  refuses  the  offer,  208 ;  opposition 
speech,  Nov.  13,  1765 ;  dismissed  from  his  Fay- 
master  office,  Nov.  20, 209  ;  advocates  an  increased 
army,  211  ;  opposes  the  bringing  over  foreign 
troops  to  fingland,  212 ;  refuses  to  agree  to  a 
coalition  with  Fox ;  appointed  secretary  of  state, 
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1756,  218;  adopts  Donean  FMm^  anggMttoB  of 
enlisting  Hlgnlanders  into  the  service,  Aed.  ; 
sappmts  the  Prussian  subsidy,  219 ;  eDdsavouTS 
to  save  adm.  Byng ;  dismlswwl  from  office,  1757, 
220;  king's  dislike  to;  Cumberland  miges  the 
dismissal  of ;  freedom  of  London  presented  to ; 
NewcasUe  refuses  to  hold  power  with,  221;*'  Mr. 
Pitfs  administration;''    Neweaatia  made   first 
lord  of  the  treasury,  and  Pitt,  secretary  of  state, 
having  also  the  ministerial  power,  222;  has  the 
whole  conduct  of  the  war  and  of  foreign  afflsixa, 
227 ;  energy  In  eondueting  the  latter,  282,  2SS  ; 
his  lavlshness  and  enersy,  294 ;  appoints  Wolfe 
to  the  command  of  the  Quebec  expaditfawi; 
invites  him  to  dinner ;  Wolfe's  dednmatnty  eon- 
duett  235 ;  moves  that  a  puUio  monument  bo 
tteeted  in  honour  of  Wolfe,  238;  bia  vfgtaous 
prosecution  of  the  war  during  the  oonf eraaoe  for 
peace,  249;  promises  Frederick  of  Rruaaia  his 
assistance,  250 ;  breaks  off  the  negoOatlona  with 
France ;    advocatea   war   against   Spain ;    his 
measure  defeated  Iqr  the  court  party,  251 ;  x«algns 
his  seals  of  secretary  of  ststo,  Oct  5,  17«lThi3 
conduct  in  his  interview  with  ihe  king ;  reoatvos 
a  pension  of  jBS.OOO ;  and  wiib  made  a  Ymroatm  ; 
stonn  of  ridicule  and  abuse  against ;  Joy  at  his 
fall,  252;  his  popnhuifor  undiminished,  258 ;  his 
German  poUev  attacked  by  Grenville,  iHi. ;  Ida 
calmness  during  the  reoebst  of  ooL  Banv'a  Inso- 
lent n>eech ;  the  now  mimatry  adopt  his  plaiM, 
254;  his  patriotle  outbreak  In  parliament:  success 
of  his  projected  expedition  against  Martiniqiie, 
255,  and  Havannah,  260;  dissatisfied  with  the 
conditions  of  the  peace  of  Paris,  1763 ;  states  thst 
"that  spirit  which  has  made  us  what  wo  are" 
compensates  for  the  incresse  in  tiienatfonaldebt, 
257 ;  negotiations  ibr  his  return  to  power  £ill, 
263 ;  the  king  again  offers  him  the  premisiafaip ; 
his  terms.  276;  eari  Temple  petsoMlea  Vtnn  to 
ive  up  the  negotiatkm;  again  appUed  to,  but 
tecllnes  the  post,  277 ;  speech  in  favour  of  re- 
pealing the  American  Stamp  Act,  arguing  that  a 
pariiament  haa  no  right  to  impose  a  tax  on  a 
colony  not  represented  in  it,  279 ;  his  reidr  to 
GrenviUe's  de&nce,  280 ;  husaaed  for  fala  oonduct 
hi  the  Stamp  Act  Bepeal  bill,  284;  forms  a 
ministry ;  lord  laivy  seal  and  earl  of  Chatham, 
1706 ;  composition  of  his  ministry ;  his  poUticfd 
plans,   285;  defends  the  order  for  laying  an 
embargo  on  com;   forces  on  a  partiamemtary 
inquiry  into  the  ESaat  India  Oompany'a  afturs; 
his  Cabinet  beeomea  disordered,  286;  illness  and 
incapacity  for  buaineBs ;  stated  to  be  •  ahaso, 
287 ;  loaes  hb  popularity ;  helpless  oondltlcn  (4 
mind  and  body;  redgns  his  post;  retires  to 
Burton-Pynsent ;  the  stouagiss  of  his  ministry, 
288 ;  his  rsmarics  upon  the  king's  address  on 
opening  parliament,  801 :  his  reply  to  lord  Maiu»- 
fleld's  speecdi,  801,  302 ;  announces  hisunioD  with 
the  RocUni^ism  party ;  hisplanof  parilamentary 
reform,  804 ;  warns  the  Americans  not  to  cany 
their  liberty  notions  too  far,  811 ;  his  strong  ap- 
probation of  fiecklord'a  speech,  816 ;  remarks  on 
the  publication  of  the  parUamentiay  dahatesw 
819;  advises  aovemment  to  be  moaerata  and 
prudent, 889;  nis speteh onAmerica, 841 ;  moves 
the  withdrawal  of  troope  fh>m  Boston,  945  :  urges 
government  to  adopt  meaaurea  oi.  conelllatkm, 
346 ;  his  speech  on  Gago'a  conduct,  948 :  with- 
draws hb  son  from  tne  British  army,  962 ;  fa» 
memorandum  concerning  America ;  recovers  his 
health  slightly  after  a  two  yvars'  mneaa,  1774, 
875 ;  occupies  his  scat  in  the  House  of  Lords ; 
sensation  produced  by  fala  reappearance:   hb 
speech ;  movea  for  an  addreas  to  the  king  advis- 
ing that  a  stop  be  put  to  the  American  hostilities 
876  ;  hb  spsech  for  moving  an  amendment  upon 
the  address ;  inveighs  agaukst  calling  In  the  aid 
of  foreign  princes  and  Indians,  381,  882;  lord 
Suffolk   reiMiss   dsfendlng  the   employment  of 
Indians,  881,  882 ;  Outham  counter-ro|diea  in  an 
invective  against  their  employment,  882 ;  lord 
North  presses  the  king  to  apply  to.  to  aid  in 
supporting  the  admi^s&atlon ;  thskhsg's  dislike 
towards,   887:  national   feaUng  towarda,   388; 
description  of   hb  appo^sance,    1778 ;    speaks 
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agaiiut  the  duke  of  lUchmond'i  address,  iHcL ; 
deecription  of  this  hie  last  speech,  888,  880; 
Bwoons  while  making  an  effort  to  address  the 
House  a  second  time,  880 ;  tiie  accident  throws 
the  house  into  confusion,  ibid.  ;  death  of,  at 
Hayes,  Hay  11,  1778;  funeral  and  monuments, 
800. 

Chatham,  John,  earl  of,  commands  the  expedition 
to  the  Sdioldt,  1800,  viL  618,  610 ;  his  indolenoe, 
520 :  censured ;  succeeded  by  loitl  MulgraTc,  as 
master-general  of  the  ordnance,  527 

Cfaaumont,  treaty  of,  March  1. 1814,  TiL  681 ;  vlil.  25 

Chauvelin,  French  ambassaaor  in  England,  1708 ; 
himself  and  suite  received  with  reserve  and 
coldness,  yil.  800,  310 ;  correapondonee  with  lord 
GrenTille,  816,  240,  260 ;  returns  to  Paris  with 
mistaken  notions  of  Bnglish  disaffection,  904 ; 
ordered  to  retiro  from  England,  860 

Chelsea  hospital  built  by  Wren,  t.  464 

Cherbourg  taken  by  the  British,  August  8, 1764, 
vL  288 

Cheshire,  its  agricultural  ooiMlltlon,  vil  87 

Chesterfield,  lord,  his  speech  against  the  bUl  for 
licensing  plays,  1787,  vl.  00 ;  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  1744 ;  sent  on  a  mission  to  the  Hague  to 
obtain  the  duke  of  Cumberland's  appointment  to 
the  command  of  the  confederate  armiee,  118 ; 
opposes  tiio  bill  making  it  high  treason  to  hold 
correspondence  with  mk  pretender's  sons,  116 ; 
with  lord  Mansfield's  assistance  he  carries 
through  the  bill  for  reforming  ttx9  calendar,  1761, 
187 ;  secretary  of  state,  1746-1, 880 

Chevalier  St  Georoe.    Bee  Btuart,  James. 

Cheyte  Sing,  rajah  of  Benares ;  unable  to  comply 
with  Hasongs's  extortionate  demands;  he  is 
arrested,  vil.  1S2 ;  the  native  population  release 
him  and  oompel  Hastings  to  fly;  routed  and 
deposed  by  Fopham,  183 

Chimney  tax.    See  Hearth  money. 

China,  war  with.  viiL  448-460 

Cholera  in  England,  1881,  vilL  800;  precautions 
taken  against  it,  298,  808 

Christchurch  gateway,  Oxford,  built  by  Wren,  ▼. 
454 

Christian  VII.  of  Denmark,  marries  Carolino  of 
England,  1766 ;  his  character ;  allows  her  and  his 
ministers  to  be  arrested,  vi.  889 ;  ascends  the 
throne,  1766,  466;  succeeded  by  Frederick  VI. 
1808,  viL  676 

Cholseul,  duke  do,  administrates  the  foreign  affairs 
of  France ;  his  negotiations  with  England,  vL 
249  ;  breaks  them  off,  and  signs  the  Family  Com- 
pact ynih.  Spain,  261 ;  desires  a  rupture  with 
England ;  sudden  fall  from  power,  883 

ChoUet,  battle  of,  Sept.  1798,  vit  805 

Chunda  Sahib  attacks  Mahomed  All,  vL  803; 
killed,  805 

Church:  establishment  of  societies  for  reUffious 
instruction,  v.  206 ;  f cud  between  the,  and  the 
dissenters,  1702,  268,  263 ;  cry  of  *  the  church  in 
danger'  raised,  1705,  806,  806 ;  provision  is  made 
for  the  Scottish,  824;  the  leniency  of  Dr. 
Sadheverel's  sentence  regarded  as  a  trlunph  of 
the  high,  866 ;  popular  dlBposition  in  favour  of 
the,  858 ;  Anne  determines  to  uphold  and  encou- 
rage the  established  English,  1710,  864 ;  schism  in 
tiie  Scottish  Kirk;  tiiey  resent  the  English 
government's  interference  in  their  affairs,  1786, 
vL  84 ;  Burke  raises  the  cry  of  the  church  in 
danger,  1790,  vil.  105;  a  'more  evangelical 
spirit'  among  churchmen,  viiL  128 ;  chief  details 
of  the  bill  for  the  reform  of  the  Irish ;  it  is  passed, 
1883,  826 ;  the  Irish  church,  326,  887 ;  appropria- 
tion of  the  temporal  possessions  of  the  IriiBh  Pro- 
testant chuit^  proposed,  1834,  843.  3U;  k>rd 
Russell's  resolution  to  the  same  effect^  1886,  857  ; 
the  "Disruption"  in  the  Scotch  church,  503, 
604;  the  General  Assembly  constituted;  the 
United  Presbytmian  Church  formed,  504  ;  effects 
of  the  Act  for  increasing  spiritual  instruction 
in  populous  districts,  504,  506 

ChurchiU,  Charles,  assists  Wilkes  in  the  "North 
Briton,"  1762,  vL  260 ;  attacks  Bute  in  his  "Pro- 
phecy of  Famine,"  1768,  861  ;  defends  Wilkes 
against   Hogarth,    866;   Hogarth's   portrait  of. 


Chuiehin,  Gaorgo,  assists  his  brother  the  duke  of 
Mariboroug^  at  the  battle  of  Blenheim,  v.  884 

Church  rates,  proposal  by  government  to  abolish, 
defeated,  1887,  viii.  376 

Chusan  Islands  captured  and  evacuated  by  the 
British,  ViiL  446.  447 

Gibber,  sculpture  executed  by,  v.  447, 460 

Cider  tax  repealed,  1766.  vL  284 

Cfntia.  convention  of,  1808,  viL  603,  579 

Ciudad  Bodrigo  taken  by  the  French,  1810,  viL 
631 ;  and  re-captured  by  Wellington,  Jan.  19,1818, 
ViL  648 

Clarence,  duke  of.    See  WSUam  17. 

Claret    SeeWhie. 

Clark,  Mrs.,  the  duke  of  York's  favourite ;  allowed 
to  tamper  with  military  matters,  viL  608-610 

Clarkson,  Thomas,  his  seolous  efforts  to  obtain  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  vtL  466,  467 

Clausel,  ffen.,  commands  the  French  at  Salamanoa 
after  Marmont's  death,  viL  654 

Clavering,  gen.,  a  member  of  the  council  of 
Calcu1»i,  vlL  186 ;  claims  the  govemor-genorsl- 
shm  197;  and  assxmies  its  powers;  he  is  com- 
pelled to  give  it  up ;  death  of,  188 

daviere,  minister  of  finance,  1708,  viL  818 ;  quarrels 
with  BrlsBot^  810 ;  resumes  his  office,  886 

Clay,  Henry,  an  American  plenipotentiary  for 
signing  the  peace  of  Ghent,  vilL  10 

Clement  XIII.,  pope,  1758-1700,  vL  466;  defends  the 
JesuitB,  837 

Clement  XIV. ;  he  suppresses  the  Jesuits,  1773,  vi. 
887 ;  pope  1760-1774,  466 

Clergy,  the  income  of  the,  compared  with  that  of 
other  grades  of  society,  ▼.  58;  condition  and 
character  of  the,  temp.  Q.  Anne,  50 ;  exhorted 
hy  Burnet  to  "  labour  more."  ibid. ;  divisions 
among  the  dergy  regarding  the  Comprehension 
Bill  and  the  reforming  the  liturgy,  1689,  73 ;  in- 
troduction of  the  terms  ffi|^  and  Low  Churdi, 
about  1689,  74;  the  episcopalian  clergy  of  Soot- 
land  "  rabbled ;"  and  turned  out  of  their  livings 
by  the  Covenanters,  87 ;  protestant  clergy  of  Ire- 
land deprived  of  their  bienefices,  seek  refuge  in 
England,  where  they  are  aided  by  public  sub 
scrlptions,  and  appointed  to  lectureshipiL  in,; 
their  proper^  in  Ireland  is  transferred  to  the 
Boman  Catholics,  96;  division  in  the  Church, 
101 ;  queen  Anne  restores  the  "first  fhilts  snd 
tenths"  of  all  preferments,  to  the  church  for  the 
benefit  of  the ;  it  is  popularly  known  as  *'  Queen 

■   ~       '    ho  English  clergy,  1787- 

of  mmiality;  n^iect  of 
ViL  100 ;  thehr  oonvrriaUty, 


Anne's  Bouni 

1788, 

their  sacred  fun<  , 

card-playing,  and  apathv,  110 ;  Cowpei's  descrijH 

tion  of  the  clergyman  of  his  time,  viii.  118 

Clark,  John,  of  EldoQ,  his  dalm  to  the  idea  of 
breaking  the  line  considered.  vL  438 

CUnton,  nr  Henry,  appointea  commander  of  the 
British  army  in  America,  1778.  vi.  300 ;  sails  from 
New  York;  invests  Charleston,  which  capitu- 
lates. May  13,  1780 ;  returns  to  New  York  leaving 
ComwaUls  in  command,  411 ;  Washington's  letter 
to,  remonstrating  against  Comvrallis's  severities, 
418 ;  his  reply.  418 ;  aooepto  Arnold's  treacherous 
overture;  and  opens  a  secret  correspondence 
with  him,  414 ;  demands  Andre's  release,  415 

Clive,  Robert,  lord;  general  in  the  Indian  army, 
which  he  enters  as  ensign,  vL  802 ;  captain ; 
attacks  and  takes  Aroot ;  besieged  thermn  by 
Rt^ah  Sahlb^  203 ;  who  however  is  compelled  to 
raise  the  siege,  204;  Clive  takes  Trichmopoly; 
returns  to  &gland;  marries  Miss  Maskeivne; 
appointed  governor  of  Fort  St.  David,  and  lieu- 
tenant-colonel,  1756,  205  ;  returns  to  Fort  St 
David.  June ;  appointed  to  the  ctnnmand  ct  the 
expedition  agunst  Surajah  Dowlah  ;  retakes 
Calcutta,  Jan.  8,  1757 ;  his  successful  night 
attack  frightens  the  subahdar  into  a  pecwe; 
enters  into  an  alliance  with  him ;  Ohanderaagore 
taken  from  the  French ;  his  unscrupulous  policy 
towards  Omichund,  824 ;  his  own  defence  of 
this  conduct  in  1778 ;  defeats  Surajah  Dowlah  at 
Plassey.  June  23.  225 ;  instaUs  Meer  JafBer  into 
the  subahdarship  of  Bengal;  his  charscter; 
establishes  the  British  sscendancy  in  India,  886 ; 
governor  and  oommander^in-chlef   of   Bengal; 
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eataUUhM  the  Britlah  poww  in  IncUa»  833 ; 
returns  to  England.  1767,  Urid. 
CloBtar-aoTen,  convention  of,  Oct  22,  1757,  agreed 
to  by  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  vi  229,  467 ;  the 
king  ref usee  to  ratify  it  231 

aoth.    Bee  Wool :  Yorkidbire :  Leeds. 

Club-lifo,  picture  of,  early  part  of  Qwrgi  IIL*8 
reign,  TiL  108-105 

CkMd,  nractice  of  melting  iron  with  coal  introduced 
by  lord  Dudley,  1019,  ▼.  13 ;  extensive  fields  oL 
in  South  Wales,  14;  Newcastle  trade  in,  and 
enormous  consumption  of.  by  London,  in  queen 
Anne's  time,  28,  29 ;  cruelties  inflicted  on  women 
and  children  employed  in  coal  mines,  viil.  896 
896 

Oobbett,  William,  his  partiaUty  for  the  Wiltahin 
Downs,  vii.  21;  attributes  the  paido  of  1816  to 
the  scarcity  of  com,  viii.  68 ;  advocates  parlia- 
mentaiyrefonn;  sudden  influence  of  his  writingB 
amongst  the  labouring  classes  in  1816,  78,  74; 
flies  to  America,  and  oeases  to  publish  his  BegKister 
for  four  months,  86 :  personal  appearance  of ; 
takes  his  seat  on  the  Treasury  bench  in  the  Ooni' 
mons,  1883,  817,  818 ;  his  speech  against  appoint- 
ina  Mr.  Sutton  speaker,  818;  against  Agnew's 
Sabbath  observance  bill,  822 ;  his  intemperate 
motion  to  dismiss  Peel  flnom  the  Privy  Council  as 
the  author  pf  the  currency  bill  of  1819,  rejected, 
825 

Cobden,  Richard,  Insists  upon  the  total  repeal  of 
the  com  duties.  vliL  49S ;  his  speech  laying  the 
responslbilitv  for  the  country's  distress  on  sir  R 
Fool,  600 ;  hu  speocki  on  moving  for  an  inquiiy 
into  the  extent  of  the  agricultural  distress ;  his 
motion  rejected,  526,  527 

Cobentcel,  Austrian  plenijpotentlary  at  Udine,  1797 ; 
Bonaparte's  simile  with  his  tea  service,  viL  847, 
348 

Cobham,  lord,  captures  Vigo,  1719,  vi.  37 

Cobouig,  prince  of,  commands  the  French  at  Neer- 
winden,  1793,  viL  271 ;  his  contradictory  procla- 
mations, 272;  commands  the  allied  army,  281; 
driven  over  the  Sambre  by  Jourdan,  293 

Cockbum,  admiral,  with  general  Boss  incite  the 
American  negroes  to  revolt,  1814,  viil.  14 

Codrington,  sir  Edward,  admiral  in  oommand  <^ 
the  allied  floet ;  interferes  with  Turkey's  conduct 
towards  Groece,  viiL  226;  gains  the  battle  of 
Navarino,  227 

Coercion  Bill  for  Ireland,  viiL  821-824 ;  becomes 
law,  April  2, 1888,  324 ;  proposed  renewal  of;  not 
carried;  1834,  845,  346;  passed  in  a  mo(Uflod 
ffirm,  346 

Coffoo,  tax  on,  17th  century,  v.  38 

Coffee-houses,  vil.  95,  96 

Cobom,  engineer  of  the  States-general ;  besieged 
in  Namur,  1692,  v.  150, 151 ;  wounded,  151 ;  aids 
in  recapturing  Namur,  1605,  181;  aids  Marl- 
borough in  his  campaign  of  1702,  260 ;  with  him 
plans  the  capture  of  Antwerp,  266 

Colnago.    See  Monev. 

Coke,  Mr.,  his  agricultaral  improvements  of  Norfolk, 
vii.  5,  6 

Colchester,  lord,  his  aooount  of  the  battle  of  Stein- 
kirk,  V.  154 

Colchester,  Charles  Abbot,  lord,  his  account  of  the 
king's  refVisal  to  make  concessions  to  Catholics, 
vU.  899  ;  quotations  fhrai  bis  diary,  430,  431,  435, 
486.  440,  441,  463,  466,  468,  479,  507,  509,  528,  533, 
534.  535,  541 ;  as  Speaker  gives  the  casting  vote 
for  censuring  lord  Melville,  439 

Colepopper;  committed  to  the  Gate  House  for 
presenting  the  Kentish  petition,  1701,  v.  247,  248 

Coleridge,  S.  T.,  remarks  of,  on  the  French  Revo- 
lution of  1789,  vii.  182, 183 ;  on  Burke's  "  Reflec- 
tions," 190 ;  and  on  Robcspiorro,  310 ;  character 
of  his  poetic  labours,  viii.  118;  failure  of  his 
dnunas,  125 

College,  old,  of  physicians,  built  by  Wren,  v.  454 

Colli  commands  the  Austro-Sardinlan  army  against 
Bonaparte,  1796,  vii.  326 

Collier,  Jeremy,  castigates  play  writers,  v.  207 

Collmffwood,  Cuthbert,  commands  the  Examcnt  at 
the  batUe  of  St  Vincent ;  suraorts  Nelson  in  the 
oonteat,  viL  886 ;  watches  the  French  and  Spanish 
fleet,  442 ;  aids  Nelson  in  gaining  the  victory  of 


Trafalgar,  Oct  21, 1805,446-448;  his  niaf  for  the 

loas^Nelson,  447, 448 ;  hiaadvioe  to  Duckworth, 

484 
CoIUns,  pubUcation  of  his  ^'Edogues,"  1T42,  and 

"Odes,^'1746,vil.87 
Collins,  character  of  his  paintings,  viiL  155 
CoUot  d'Herbois  aids  in  dastro^ng  Lyon,  ITOS,  vit 

285 
Cok>nisation,   aystematio,  plan  of;   propoaed   fay 

Gharies  BuUer,  viii.  501 
Combermere,    viscount,    commander-in-chief     of 

India,  viiL  221 ;  bombards  Kimlixxre,  Noy.  SS, 

1825,  and  captures  it,  Jan.  18,  221,  222 
Combination   laws  passed  in  the   18th  oentuzy; 

repealed  in  the  19th,  vL  184-186 
Committee  of    Public  Salvation  instituted  1799, 

vii.  273 
Companies,  mania  for,  1689-1714,  v.  41 
Comprehension  Bill  introduced,  not  passed,  1688!, 

V.  73 
Compton,  Henry,  bishop  of  London,  preaches  the 

sermon  at  the  opening  of  St  Paul's  cathedral, 

Dec.  2, 1797,  V.  200 
Compton.  sir  Spencer,  treasurer  of  prince  of  Wales, 

1727,  VL  57;  speaker  of  the  House  of  Commans^ 

ibid.;  Walpdo  draws  up  the  royal  spoedi  for 

him ;  disappointed  at  not  obtaining  the  pavmfer^ 

ship,  58 ;  first  lord  of  the  Treasury,  1742L  320 
Cond^  Prince  de,  flies  from  Paris.  1789,  viL  174 
Cond^sunendered  to  the  Allies,  July,  1793,  vii.  S8S 
Condoroot,  a  repubUcan,  viL  208,  204;  a  left  aide 

member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  205 
Confljms,  a  French  admiral,  defeated  by  Hawkei, 

1759,  vL  239,  240 
Congress.    See  Hague,  Verona,  Vienna,  Laybach, 

Carlsbad,  Troppau,  Badstadt 
Gongreve,  his  estimate  of  the  female  character  of 

his  diur,  V.  419 
Goningsby,  lord,  impeaches  the  earl  of  Oxford, 

ins,  vL  5 
Constable,  character  of  his  painting,  viiL  154 
Contadea,  mareschal  de^  defeated  by  Ferdinand, 

1759,  vL  235,  236 
Constantinople,  treaty  of,  July  8. 1833,  viii.  888 
Constitutional  Charter  issued   by   Louis  XVI1L, 

1814,  ViiL  21,  22 
Convention,  E^lish,  of  1689  declared  a  parliament, 

V.  69,  70 
Convention,  Scotch,  of  1689,  proceedings  of,  v. 

87-91 
Conversation,  the,  of  the  18th  century,  viL  106, 107 
Conway,  general,  takes  the  citadel  of  Aix,  1757,  vi. 

229 ;  valour  displayed  in  campaign  of  1761.  ISO ; 

votes  against  the  ministiT  on  the  ouostion  of  the 

legality  of  general  waxrants,  268 ;  dismined  from 

his  regiment  and  parliament  for  so  doing,  260; 

secretary  of  state,   1765,  278;  introdnccs   the 

repeal  of  the  American  Stamp  Act  bill,    2S3; 

enthusiasm  towards  him  for  being  the  mover, 

283,  284;  secretary  of  state,  1765-1768,  285.  821 ; 

movos  for  the  cessation  of  war,  434 ;  uses  harsh 

language  towards  Pitt,  viL  141 
Gonvnffbam,  marquis  of,  lord  steward ;  governor  of 

Tmidsor  Castle ;  delays  swearing  in  the  members 

of  parliament,  viiL  244,  245 ;  pootznaster-gensraJ, 

1834,  844 ;  lord  chamberlain,  881 
Cook,  caption,  his  voyages  and  disooveriea ;  virfts 

Otaheile,  New  Zealand,  and  New  South  Wales ; 

discovers  the  Society  Islands,  viL  261,  262 
Cook,  llioma^  chairman  of  B.  I.  Company;  oQn> 

cemcd  in  bribing  members  of  parliament,  v.  177 
Cooke,  Henry,  restorer  of  the  Raflaolle  cartoons,  v. 

463 
Cooke,  M.P.  for  Middlesex ;  death  of;  vi.  296 
Cookham,  its  high  parochial  oondition,  viii  337 
Cooksworthy  dlMovers  a  fine  day  for  porcelain,  viL 

58 
Coote,  sir  Cyre,  commander  of  the  British  forces 

in  India,^.  130 ;  defeats  Hyder  Ali,  July  1,  and 

Aug.  27, 1781, 131 
Coote,  Sir  Eyre,  conducts  tho  siege  of  Flushiag, 

1809,  vii.  520 
Cope,  sir  John,  oommandcr-in-<^ef  of  Scotland, 

vi.  125 ;  marches  ih>m  Stirling  in  pursidt  of  the 

robelis  1745 ;  declines  to  encounter  the  prince's 

army  amongst  the  mountains;  marches  on  to 
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IntvmiH,  U6 ;  embAita  at  Aberdeen ;  lends  at 
Duaber.  Sept  18;  inarches  towards  Edinbuzvh, 
128 ;  talces  up  his  positl<m  at  Preston  to  reccdve 
his  opponent;  where  his  troops  are  routed  on 
the  82nd  in  the  hotflo  of  Preston  Pans,  129. 130 

Copenhagen,  battle  oL  April  2,  1801,  yii.  402-iM; 
bombanied  by  the  firitidi,  1807,  490,  491 

Copley.    Bee  I^dhurst 

Copley,  J.  B.,  West's  rival  in  painting ;  eTamplo  of 
his  style,  viii.  161 

Copper  mines  and  smelting,  ▼.  14,  29 

Copyright  Act  passed,  ▼.  41S ;  service  rendered  to 
literature  by,  418,  414 ;  peering  of  the  new  Copy- 
right Act,  1842;  Macaulay's  amendments,  -vm, 
463-466;  beneflclal  application  of,  to  old  copyrights 
about  to  expire^  465-468 

Coram,  captain.    Bee  Foundling 

Corday,  Charlotte,  cause  of  her  assassinating 
Marat;  the  deed  Is  done,  July  13, 1793 ;  she  ia 
executed,  viL  278 

Cork  capitulates  to  Marlborough,  Bopt  29, 1690,  y. 
118 

Cornish,  alderman,  his  attainder  reversed,  1688,  v. 
96 

Corn-law  paand  1816 ;  its  effects,  viiL  64,  55. 178 ; 
a  new  act  passed  1822,  178;  relaxation  of  the, 
resisted,  1826,  20O,  201 :  fears  of  their  being  re- 
pealed, 310, 311 :  general  opposition  manifested  to- 
wards the  Corn-laws ;  the  Antl-Com-law  League, 
436,  437 ;  sir  Robert  Peel  refuses  to  propose  any 
alteration  in  the  Corn-laws,  492,  493 :  after  a  pro- 
longed debate  sir  Bobert  Peel's  Bill  is  adopted, 
403.  494  ;  a  Corn-bill  for  Canada  passed,  501 ;  de- 
bates on  the,  513 ;  propoeed  to  be  modified  by 
air  R  Peel,  531 ;  their  repeal  advocated  by  lord 
J.  Russell,  532 ;  different  opinions  of  the  Cabinet 
members  as  to  their  repeal,  532,  583 ;  sir  R.  Peel's 
plan  for  a  new  Corn-law  Bill,  587 ;  debate  on  the 
Bill,  538,  539 ;  it  is  ultimately  passed,  539,  and 


received  the  Royal  Assent.  Jime,  1846,  540;  ban- 
quet at  Manchester  to>oelebrBte  t*  *    -  ^^^ 
Corn-Laws,  562 


Com  trade  at  the  end  of  the  17th  centtuy,  v.  31,  82 
Cornwall,  mineral  products  and  condition  of, 
tempi  William  and  Anne,  v.  13,  14  ;  agricul- 
ture of.  viL  24 
Comwallls,  Charios,  sails  from  Cork  with  seven 
regimentB,  Feb.  1770;  present  at  the  battle  of 
Brooklyn,  vi.  370 ;  follows  Washington  in  his 
retreat  as  far  as  Trenton,  371 ;  routs  the  Ameri- 
cans at  the  battle  of  the  Brandywine.  Sept.  IS, 
1777;  occupies  Philadelphia,  378;  left  in  com- 
mand of  Charleston,  411 ;  his  severities  towards 
deserters  and  prisoners,  412 ;  defeats  Gates  at 
Camden,  Aug.  16, 1780,  i6td  ;  his  march  through 
Carolina;  crippled  l^  the  defeat  of  Tarleton  at 
CovTpens,  1781,  423;  defeats  general  Greene  at 
Guilford,  Mar.  16 ;  recommends  a  vigorous 
attack  upon  Vix^ginia,  424  ;  marches  into  Vir- 
ginia witnout  ordcni ;  enters  Chariottesville,  and 
York  Town,  which  last  he  fortifies,  425  ;  be- 
sieged, 427 ;  loses  hope,  and  surronders  York 
Town,  Gloucester,  and  his  army,  Oct  19,  428 ; 
his  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the  French, 
429;  appointed  govexnor^neral  of  India,  1786: 
labours  to  improve  the  administration  and 
finance ;  complains  of  the  insufficient  European 
troops,  vU.  257  ;  Tippoo  forces  him  into  a  war ; 
Comwallis  takes  Bangalore,  Mar.  21,  1791 ;  de- 
feats Tippoo^  May  15 ;  compelled  to  retreat  by 
sickness  and  famine,  358 ;  captrire  of  Seringapa- 
tam,  Feb.  1792;  makes  peace  with  Tippoo,  Mar., 
259 ;  describes  France's  ability  to  carry  on  war 
in  a  state  of  anarchy,  310.  311 :  unwilling  to  so- 
cept  the  command  of  tne  allied  armies,  1794, 
818 ;  msster-general  of  the  ordnance ;  advice  as 
to  volimteers,  360;  lord-lleutenont  of  Ireland 
and  commander-in-chief,  1798 :  arrives  in  DubUn, 
June  20,  866;  he  softens  the  ferocity  of  the 
troops,  366-367 ;  marches  against  the  French 
under  Humbert ;  and  compels  him  to  retreat  to 
the  quarters  of  general  lAke,  by  whom  the 
French  are  made  to  surrender,  SC8 ;  accused  of 
being  too  lenient,  ibid. ;  advocates  the  emancipa- 
tion of  the  Catholics,  369-370 ;  wiahes  to  post- 
pone the  Introduction  of  the  Union  measure, 


871-272 ;  his  opinkm  of  Grenvilk's  answer  to 
Bonaparte.  1800,  889 ;  remarks  of,  on  the  in- 
fluence of  the  king's  narrow  viewa  on  Irish 
affairs,  400 ;  has  no  hopes  of  peace,  1801,  408 ; 
conducts  the  negotiations  for  peace  at  Amiens, 
1801,  409 ;  his  interview  with  Napdeon.  409-410 ; 
difficulties  in  dipiomaoy,  410;  peace  of  Amiens 
concluded,  ibid. ;  governor-general  of  India,  1805 ; 
died  Oct  5,  1805,  461 

Coronation  oath,  dubious  construction  oL  v.  77; 
dilficxilttes  caused  by  this  in  George  III.'s  time, 
vU.  898,  431,  479  ;  and  in  Geoige  IV. 's  reign,  viiL 
236,  dMq. 

Corporation  and  Test  Acts,  attempts  to  obtain  the 
rraealof  the,  1730,  vL  62,  68 ;  viL  187 ;  repealed, 
18^rviii.  232,  233 

Corruption,  parliamentary,  1693,  4,  v.  177, 178.  vi, 
44.  45 

Cony,  chanoellar  of  Irish  exchequer ;  duels  with 
Orattan,  viL  373-374 

Corsica  coded  to  France,  1768 ;  Paoli's  resistance, 
vi.  822,  828;  revolt  of,  1794;  annexed  to  Great 
Britain :  restored  to  France,  viL  815 

Ctnranna,  battle  of.  Jan.  16,  1809,  viL  506 

Coeaein,  Meer,  subahdar  of  Bengal ;  quarrels  with 
the  y^g»*^* ;  war  for  deposing  him ;  murders  150 
prisoners ;  defeated,  vL  832 

Costume,  extensive  use  of  hoop  petticoats,  v.  419 ; 
note  on  the  Highland,  vL  134-136 ;  pride  taken 
In  dress  bv  the  gentlemen,  temp.  1737-1783, 
viL  106 ;  pnnoe  of  Wales's,  on  his  introduction  to 
the  house  of  peeri.  1783, 137 

Cotton,  the  first  mill,  established  by  Arkwright, 
ViL  16,  49 :  trade  in  1788,  44 ;  John  Kaye  intro- 
duces the  fly  shuttie;  improvements  in  machines 
for  spinning,  iiid.  ;  demand  for  yam  ;  Har- 
greaves  completes  his  spinning  jenny,  1767,  45 ; 
domestic  cotton  spinning  about  to  cease,  46 ; 


Arkwright's  invention  of  his  patent  spinning 
machine,  47,  48  ;  difficulties  of  bringing  it  into 
general  use  overcome,  49 ;  invention  of  m  spin- 
ning mule  by  Cromptou ;  tho  machine  com- 
pleted, 1779,  50 ;  given  to  tho  public,  51 ;  rush  to 
engage  in  spinning,  61,  52  ;  commencement  of 
the  system  of  employing  factory  children,  52 ; 
employment  of  steam  engines  in  the  nuinufac- 
ture  of,  ibid. ;  the  old  spinning  wheel  and  the 
modem  spinning  mill  contrasted,  53 ;  Cart- 
vmght's  invontion  of  the  power  loom,  58,  54 ; 
slow  introduction  into  general  use  ;  munbcr 
tued  in  1818,  1833,  and  1856,  54 ;  British  im- 
port of  American,  in  1786,  1791, 1801, 1811, 1812, 
1813,  and  1859,  viiL  7 ;  attempts  to  grow,  in 
India,  223,  224  * 

Cotton,  sir  S.    See  CombermercL  viscount 

Couthon  shares  in  executing  the  LyoniMse,  1793, 
ViL  285 ;  his  cmelty,  309  ;  and  death,  1794,  810 

Counfary  Justices  in  the  last  century  described,  viL 
108 

Court  Martial  BiU  rejected,  1757,  vL  220 

Courtenay,  idr  W.    See  Thorn. 

Covent  Garden  Theatre  built  by  Smirke,  1808, 1800, 
vlli.  144 

Cox,  David,  character  of  his  paintings,  vlii.  155 

Cowpensjbattie  of,  Jan.  1781,  vi.  428 

Cowper,  William,  earl,  appointed  lord  keeper,  1705, 
V.  306 ;  his  faint  hopos  of  peace  with  France, 
861 ;  reads  George  I.^s  first  speech  to  the  Eng- 
lish parliament,  vi.  5 ;  posses  sentence  of  death, 
as  lord  high  steward,  upon  the  lords  concerned 
in  the  rebellion  of  1715,  19 ;  Us  motion  for  tho 
repeal  of  the  pest  house  laws  rejected,  47 ;  < 
poses  the  passmg  of  the  bill  of  pains  and  i 
ties,  1723,  49 

Cowper,  William ;  his  description  of  the  convei-sa- 
tion  of  his  time,  vU.  106,  107 ;  of  the  apathy  of 
tho  dorgy,  110,  111 ;  quotations  ttom  Us  "Task,'* 
171,  536;  late  appearance  as  a  writer,  vlii.  112, 
113 ;  first  volume  published,  1784  ;  and  second  in 
1785;  character  of  his  writings;  died  1800,  113; 
manners  of  Us  ago  as  depicted  by,  113, 114 

Cmbbe,  George,  quotations  from,  viL  7,  100 ;  a 
poet  of  two  periods,  viii.  114  ;  his  early  poems ; 
those  called  "The  Library"  and  "The  News- 
paper" noticed,  115 ;  appearance  of  Us  volume 
containing  the ' '  Parish  Reglflter,''  1807:  of '  *  The 
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Borough",  in  1810;  of  "IVOeB,"  in  1812;  indof 
**  Talo6  of  the  HaU,"  in  1819,  121 ;  delineations  of 
manners  contained  in  hla  poemi,  121, 123 ;  died 
1882,  467. 

Craoow  made  a  free  republic,  18M,  Till.  883 

Cradock,  air  John,  oommanda  the  BrltLsh  in  Por- 
tugal, viL  610  ;  remoTed  to  Gibraltar,  611 

CragffB,  poetnuwter-general ;  bribed,  vi.  44 ;  com- 
mitB  suicide,  45 

Craggs,  James,  appointed  secretary  at  war,  1717,  tI. 
80 ;  receives  a  bribe  from  the  South  Sea  Company 
dirJBCtors,  44  ;  dies  of  small  pox  during  the 
enquiry  into  the  bribes  connected  with  the 
South  Sea  Scheme,  1721,  45 

Cranboume  tried  and  executed  for  designing  to 
kiU  William  III.  10»6,  ▼.  191 

Cranston,  lord,  present  at  Rodney's  victory  OT«r 
De  Grasse,  1782,  vL  488 

Crauftud,  geneml ;  his  brsTery  at  the  siege  of 
Ciudad  Rodrigo,  1812;  mortally  wounded,  viL 
648 

Craven  dialect,  specimens  of  the,  vlL  29, 80 

Crillon,  duke  de,  besieges  Gibraltar,  1762,  vl.  454 

Criminal  Liiws,  reforms  in  the,  viii.  62-64,  101, 822, 
823,  876 

Crime,  prevalence  of,  1692,  v.  155 

Croft,  James,  a  collier  and  enthusiastic  uricultu- 
rist ;  his  career  and  perseverance ;  a  model  of  the 
modem  British  spirit,  vU.  28,  29 

Croker,  J.  W.,  his  intellectual  powers :  his  steady 
opposition  to  the  Reform  biU,  1881.  279,  280 

Cromartie,  lord,  trial  of;  found  guilty;  pardoned, 
vL  173,  174 

Crompton,  Samuel,  inventor  of  the  cotton  mule,  vll. 
46,  50 :  his  character,  49 ;  secretes  his  machine 
from  tiio  rioters  of  1779 ;  works  at  it  in  secret, 
50 ;  he  Is  ultimately  compelled  to  give  it  to  the 
public  for  67Z.  6«.  6d. ;  general  employment  of  his 
machine,  61 

Cromwell,  his  free  trade  policy  towards  Scotland,  v. 
215 

Crosbie,  alias  Clench,  proposes  to  carry  ott  William 
in.,  V.  187,  188 

Crosby,  Brass,  lord  mayor,  1771  ;  decides  a  law- 
suit sgainst  an  officer  of  the  House  of  Coounona, 
who  had  arrested  a  printer  for  publishing  the 
debates.  vL  817 ;  ordered  to  attend  before  the  bar 
of  the  House ;  committed  to  the  Tower,  818 ;  re- 
leased, 819 

Crowle,  parUomontory  proceedings  against,  1761, 
VL  186 

Crown  Point  surprised  by  the  Americans,  1775,  vi. 
3^,351 

Cuesta,  ffencral,  of  the  Spanish  army,  vii.  521 ;  his 
temerity,  522 ;  forsakes  the  charge  of  sick  and 
woundsd  left  him  by  Bonaparte,  523 

CuUeys,  they  reinvigorato  the  agriculture  of  North- 
umberland, vii.  31 

Culloden,  description  of  the  moor  of,  vi.  161 ; 
battle  of,  April  16, 1746,  168 ;  barbarous  treatment 
of  the  wounded  after  the  battle,  170 

CuUum,  sir  John,  describes  the  agriculttiral  im- 
provements of  Suffolk,  vii.  6,  7 

Cumberland,  its  population,  products  and  manu- 
factures, V.  29,  SO 

Cumberland,  Henry  Frederick,  duke  of,  George 
lll.'s  brother ;  fined  10,000L  on  a  charge  of  crimi- 
nal conversation  brought  Iw  lord  Orosvenor ; 
accompanies  Mrs.  Horton  to  Calais;  there  marries 
her ;  tno  pair  are  forbidden  the  Court :  the  king's 
disgust,  vl  330 ;  from  these  circumstances  ema- 
nated the  Royal  Marriage  Act,  331 

Cumberland,  William  Augustus,  duke  of,  second 
8on  of  George  II. ;  aocompanies  his  father  at  the 
battle  of  Dettingen ;  commands  the  English  left, 
vi.  Ill ;  commands  the  allied  armies  in  the  cam- 
paign of  1745 ;  attacks  the  French  at  Fontenoy, 
May  11,  113 ;  forms  a  column ;  its  extraordinary 
march,  and  steady  retreat,  114 ;  marches  after  the 
rebels,  147 :  pursues  their  retreating  army,  157  ; 
investo  Carlisle,  Dec^  21 ;  it  capitulates,  Dec.  30 ; 
bis  hard  terms  to  the  garrison ;  summoned  to 
London  to  command  the  forces  against  the 
threatened  French  invasion,  159:  sent  back  to 
Scotland  to  retrieve  the  disasters  of  Falkirk,  162 ; 
arrives  at  Edinbtirgh,  Jan.  30,  1746,  168 :  the  sight 


of  his  amy  compels  the  Hli^ilanders  to  tr  from 
Stirling,  164 ;  arrives  at  Aberdeen,  165 ;  advances 
against  the  rebels,  April  8 ;  the  passage  of  the 
Spoy;  reaches  Nairn,  166;  a  night  attack  Is  at- 
tempted upon  his  camp  ;  advances  against  the 
prince  on  Culloden  Moor,  167  ;  and  gains  a  vio- 
tory  over  him,  April  16. 168  ;  his  unpopularity. 
169 :  his  view  of  the  BebeUion,  170 ;  anecdote  of 
his  insolence,  178 ;  commands  the  British  at  the 
defeat  at  Lauffeld,  1747,  180;  George  11.  desixvs 
him  to  be  Regent,  189 ;  urges  that  Pitt  and 
Temple  be  turned  out  of  power.  221 ;  driven  out 
of  Hanover  by  Richelieu ;  and  the  capitulation  of 
Closter-Seven  is  agreed  to  between  them  ;  his 
father's  anger,  by  whom  he  is  insulted,  229 ;  re- 
signs his  post  of  oommander-in-ehief,  ibid. ;  ap- 
pointed to  negotiate  with  Pitt  for  his  retom  to 
power  276 

Cumberland,  duke  of,  Ernest  Augustus,  hispoUtical 
opinions,  vii.  542;  becomes  king  of  uuiover, 
1887,  viii.  404;  his  intolerant  and  despotic 
government,  404,  405 

Cunningham,  Alexander,  description  of  the  High- 
landers by,  V.  91 

Currency.    See  Monev. 

Curwen,  M.P.  for  Camsle ;  his  aooount  of  Burke's 
intense  hatred  to  French  revohitionaiy  principles, 
vU.  194. 196 

Curwen  uistitutes  an  inquiry  into  tiie  Poor  Laws 
1816,  vilL  68 

Ctistom  House,  London,  built  by  Wren,  v.  454 

Cutts,  lord,  his  bravery  before  Namur,  1695,  v.  180 ; 
captain  of  the  Guards,  190:  sent  on  before  to 
commence  the  attack  on  the  villago  of  Blenheim. 
A\ig.  13, 1704,  V.  281 ;  which  order  he  performs, 
282 ;  takes  part  In  the  final  struggle,  281 


DAOOEB-soEifs  in  Burke's  speech,  1792,  viL  249,  254, 

D'Alegre,  his  escape  from  the  Bastil^,  1756,  vii.  171 

D'Allogre,  marquis,  defeated  by  Marlborough,  and 
taken  prlsouer,  v.  303,  304 

DalrymiAe,  sir  Hew. ;  mortification  caused  by  his 
bdng  appointed  to  Qpmnuand  the  troops  in  Por- 
tugal vlL  500 ;  recalled  home,  503 

Dabymple,  air  John,  one  of  the  oommissionerB  who 
invested  William  with  the  government,  v.  90; 
master  of  Stair :  secretary  of  state  for  Scotland : 
orders  of,  to  Hill  and  Livingstone,  regarding  the 
rebel  chiefs,  132;  grudge  of,  against  the  Mac 
Donalds,  of  Glenooe,  133  ;  suspected  of  having  a 
"black  design"  against  them,  184;  letters  of,  con- 
nected with  the  Gleneoe  massacre.  136,  139 ;  is 
implicated,  by  the  commission  of  1695,  as  the 
original  cause  of  the  massacre,  140;  WQUam  dis- 
misses him  from  his  office,  141 

Dalton,  John,  author  of  th^  Atomic  tiieory,  viii. 
130 

Dammaree,  Daniel,  his  riiare  in  the  riots  of  1710, 
V.  857 ;  he  is  tried  for  high  treason,  found  guilty, 
but  subsequently  pardoned,  385,  886;  becomes 
master  of  Queen's  Anne's  baive,  357 

Dampierre,  general,  commands  the  French  republi- 
can army,  1793,  vii.  281 ;  killed  in  an  attack  on 
the  alUed  forces.  May  8,  281,  282 

Dance,  architect  of  the  Mansion  House  and  New- 
gate, vii.  80 

Danton,  G.  J.,  a  leader  of  the  Cordeliers,  vii.  205  ; 
calls  the  people  to  arms,  Aug.  9, 1792,  224 ;  ap- 
pointed mini-^ter  of  justice,  236 ;  encourages  the 
September  massacres,  230 ;  protects  Duraouriez 
OKainst  the  Jacobins,  271 ;  supports  the  estsr 
bui^ment  of  the  revolutionary  Republic,  275 ; 
guillotined,  1794,  298 

Dantzic,  duke  of,  the  l^lose  beat  hhn  back  from 
their  territory,  vii.  516 

D'Aroo,  count,  Bavarian  general ;  defeated  at  Bchcl- 
lenbuxg,  1704,  v.  278 

Dardanelles,  Duckworth's  expedition  to  the,  ISOT, 
vii.  484,  485 

D'Aiigenteau  defeated  at  Montenotte,  1796,  by 
Bonaparte,  vii.  326 

Darien  Company.    See  African  and  Indian  Com- 
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Dannatedt,  prince  of,  oKiflta  sir  O.  Booke  in  Us 
expedMou  agalzut  Cadis,  1709,  t.  261 ;  and  at  the 
capture  of  Gibraltar,  1704,  201 ;  remains  there  in 
command  of  the  garrison,  ibid.  ;  he  is  besieffed 
by  the  Spaniards,  and  makes  a  sucoeesful  resist- 
anoe,  208 ;  joins  Peterborough,  1705 ;  urges  the 
phm  of  besieging  Barcelona ;  quarrehi  with  Peter- 
borough, 21H;  assists  Peterborough  in  surprising 
Mon^uich,  but  is  killed  in  the  attack,  806 

Dartmouth,  William  Legge,  lord  ;soaretary  of  state, 
1710,  V.  863;  dissuades,  unsuooessfully,  Anne 
fh)m  making  twelve  new  peers,  S80 

Dartmouth,  lord ;  colonial  secretaiy,  1773,  vL  886 ; 
privy  seal,  1775,  360 

Darwin,  Erasmus,  curious  character  of  his  poems, 
resulting  from  his  combining  science  with  poetry, 
viii.  117 

Das  Minus,  a  Portuguese  general,  defeated  at  AI- 
nutnaL  1707,  v.  880 

D'Aubacn,  general,  abandons  Treves  and  Saarlmich, 
1706,  V.  808 

Dsun,  marshal,  of  the  Austrian  anny ;  advances  to 
relieve  Prague,  vL  288 ;  c<Mmeratos  with  Loudoun 
in  surprising  Frederick,  *iS8 

D*Auverquerque.  a  friend  of  William  III.,  ▼.  68; 
his  conduct  at  Steinkirk,  153,  154 ;  Joins  Marl- 
borough with  his  army,  1705,  802 ;  makes  a  feint 
attack  on  the  weak  portion  of  the  French  lines, 
803 ;  leads  the  Dutcn  cavalry  at  the  battle  of 
Ramilies,  1706.  300 ;  dies,  1708.  840,  341 

Davies.  Rowland,  chaplain  in  tne  army;  a  bet  of 
his  illustrative  of  the  gambling  spirit  of  the  age, 
T.  106 ;  quotations  from,  iUustrattve  of  WUUam's 
campaign  in  Ireland,  1600.  106, 108-110, 114-118 

Davotntk  L.  N.,  enters  Berlin,  Dec.  25,  1806,  viL 
477 

Dawson,  James,  executed  Juhr,  1740,  vi  172 

Davy,  sir  Humphry,  invents  the  wfety  lamp,  1815, 
vttl.  130 

Dean  Forest  destroyed  to  make  charcoal  for  smelt- 
ing iron,  V.  12 

Deane,  Silos,  the  American  agent  at  Paris,  1776,  vL 
863 ;  appointed  to  make  a  treaty  of  aHianoe  with 
Fiance,  372;  his  share  in  promoting  inoendl- 
arism  in  Kngland,  873.  874 

Decrte,  admiral.  Minister  of  Marine;  persuades 
Napolecm  to  postpone  the  invasion  of  Bn^and, 
1805,  vU.  443 

Deccan,  nleam  of  the,  condudei  an  aUianee  with 
Comwallis,  vii.  258 ;  his  contingent  to  the  Enc^ish 
army,  378,  379 ;  cedes  his  Mysore  territory  for 
Btitiah.  aid  and  protection,  464 ;  his  territories 
devastated  by  the  Pindarees.  vtti.  216 

Dedaratoiy  bfU  passed,  1766,  vi.  282 

Declaratory,  In(Uan  bill,  passed,  1788,  vii.  257 

Declaration  of  Independence.  See  American  De- 
claration of  Independence. 

Declaration  of  POnitE.    See  Fihiits. 

Declaration  of  Bights,  twice  brought  forward  by 
Orattan,  v.  446 

Defoe,  Daniel,  remarks  on  Bristol  by,  v.  7 ;  opinion 
of,  on  the  bOls  in  the  northern  counties  of  Bng- 
land,  9;  description  of  Bath  by,  10;  London 
gla8s>hoiise8  used  by  vagrants  for  lodging  in,  sup- 
ported by  the  statement  of  his  *'  Colonel  Jack," 
18;  stocUng  weaving  noticed  to  be  verv  exten- 
sively pactised  by»  10 ;  the  Unoolnshire  Fens 
noticed  Inr,  21 ;  account  of  Manchester  by,  24  ; 
salmon  referred  to  by.  80;  account  of  agricultural 
counties  referred  to  oy,  82 ;  opposes  toe  drama, 
207 ;  probably  the  author  of  the  L^on  Memo- 
rial, 248 ;  stir  caused  by  his  pamphlet  on  "The 
Shortest  Way  with  Dissenters,"  263 ;  he  Is  tried 
for  writing  seditious  pamphlets,  found  guilty, 
and  pilloried  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  Cheapside, 
and  Temple  Bar,  1703,  264 ;  publishes  his  *'  Hymn 
to  the  Pillory,"  tfrid. ;  and  an  account  of  the  great 
storm,  1704,  269 ;  his  preiudiced  remarks  against 
maypoles,  272 ;  Carloton^s  Memoirs  erroneously 
ascribed  to,  203;  his  *'  Review"  appeared,  1704; 
its  character  and  aim,  404 :  his  honesty  and  inde- 
pendence, 414,  415 ;  his  power  of  personifying 
his  characters,  444 ;  the  main  principle  of  his 
writings,  445 

Do  Grasse  lands  a  large  force  at  James  Town,  vi. 
426 ;  his  engagement  with  sir  8.  Hood,  1781,  426 ; 


defeated  1^  BodneF,  1782 ;  fummderi  himself  a 
prisoner,  437-439 

De  la  Place,  captain,  commanded  the  garrison  at 
TIconderoga;  surrenders  the  fort.  May  10, 1775, 
vi.  350,  351 

Delacroix,  French  minister  for  foreign  aflfairs; 
considers  the  Rhine  the  boundary  of  France, 
vii.  330 

De  la  Rue  gives  Portland  warning  of  .the  assassina- 
tion plot,  V.  190 

De  Launay.    See  Launay. 

Delaval,  admiral,  his  condoot  In  thebattieof  La 
Hogue,  V.  140,  150 

Delhi  token  by  the  British,  vii.  466 

Demerara  retaken  from  the  French,  vL  434 

Democrats,  an  American  political  party  ;  its  oon- 
testa,  leaders,  and  vidssitudos,  viil.  3,  4.  IS 

Dendermonde  surrendered  to  Marlborougn,Sept.  5, 
1706,  V.  310 

Denham,  sir  John,  the  poet ;  surveyor  general,  v.  443 

Denia  captured  by  tno  EngUah,  1705,  v.  204 
besieged,  1708,  293 

Denman,  sir  Tbcnnas,  counsel  for  the  Dertrfshira  in- 
surrectionists. 1817 ;  his  opinion  of  Brandreth,  vUi. 
82 ;  appointed  queen's  soUcitor-general,  1820, 166 ; 
the  conferences,  in  which  he  took  par^  for  avert- 
ing public  proceedings  against  the  Queen,  faUin 
their  object,  167, 168;  boldness  of  his  summing- 
up  speech  at  the  queen's  tiial^  171 ;  attoraey- 
general  in  the  Grey  minlBtry,  267 ;  supports  the 
BiU  for  allowing  counsel  to  prisoners,  369 

Denmark,  George  of.    See  George  of  Denmark. 

Dennewilk  battle  of.  Sept  6, 1813,  vii.  663,  664 

Dennis,  John,  Us  rage  at  Pope's  satire,  v.  436 

Denonville  persuades  Blansao  to  surrender  to 
Marlborou^,  v.  285 

De  Pontis,  French  admiral,  inability  of,  to  take 
Gibraltar.  1704,  v.  292 

De  Pr6cy,  his  defence  of  Lyon,  and  escape,  1708, 
vii.  284, 285  *~»  . 

Derby,  earl  of  (B.  G.  &  StanleyX  chief  secretary  for 
Ireland,  1880,  viii  267:  speaks  in  favour  of  reform, 
274 ;  Us  hostile  speeches  against  O'Connell,  1883. 
810,  823,  324 ;  his  hostility  with  the  agitators  be- 
coming so  personal,  he  exchanges  his  Irish  secre- 
taTyBhip  for  that  of  the  colonies,  324 ;  resists  the 
appromlatlou  of  f\mds  to  be  sanctioned  by  the 
Irish  Church  Reform  bill,  326 ;  resolutions  pro- 
posed by,  for  abolishing  slavery  in  British 
colonies,  327, 828 ;  debates  on,  and  progress  of 
the  bill  for  this  purpose ;  it  becomes  law,  828 ; 
resigns  his  secretaryship,  1834.  344;  declines 
joixmig  Peel's  ministiy.  868 ;  takes  part  in  the 
debate  on  the  sugar  duties,  488-489 

Derbyshire,  silk  trade  and  lead  mines  d,  ▼.  20,  21 

Derbyshire,  insurrection  of,  1817,  vilL  82,  83 

Derwentwater,  J.  RatclifTc^  earl  oi,  Joizis  the  pre- 
tender's army,  1716,  vL  11 ;  impeached  of  nigh 
treason  by  Mr.  Lechznere ;  he  is  tried  and  found 
gunty,  10 ;  his  wife  implores  the  king  to  pardon 
him,  Urid. ;  he  is  executed  on  Tower  mil,  Feb.  24, 
1716,  20 

Desaix  present  at  the  hatUe  of  the  Pyramids,  1798, 
vii.  354  ;  killed  at  Marengo,  1800,  895 

Dos^oe,  counsel  for  Louis  XVI. ;  conducts  his  de- 
fence, vii.  260 

DeemouUns,  Gamille,  calls  the  Parisian  mob  to  arms, 
1789,  V.  170 

Demard,  colonel  E.  M.,  execution  of,  and  aooom- 
pllces,  for  treason  against  the  king,  Feb.  21, 1803, 
vii  422 

Desprez.  his  acoount  of  the  destruction  of  the 
French  array,  1813,  vii.  650 

D'Estaing.  admiral  of  the  French  fleet;  his  cam- 
paign of  1778,  vi  391, 392 

Detroit  captarod  by  the  Americans,  1812,  viii  9 

Dettingen,  batUe  of,  June  27,  1743,  vi.  Ill ;  note 
on,  119 

Deuxponta,  count  de,  prcflont  at  ComwalUs's  sur- 
render, 1781,  vi.  428 

Devonshhe,  Georglona,  duchess  of,  her  interest  In 
Fox's  dection,  vii  144 

Devonshire,  agriculture  in ;  Dartmoor,  vii.  83 

De  Winter,  Dutch  admiral;  ddeated  and  taken 
prisoner  at  the  battie  off  Qunperdown,  Oct.  11, 
1797,  vii  348,  849  ~ 
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D'Harrach,  ooimt,  Austrian  ambaisador  at  Spain ; 
auoodoto  of,  T.  243 

Dhuleep  Sing  rostored  to  power  by  tha  British, 
yiil  645 

Dickens,  Charles,  Tolumfaiousnesa  and  character  of 
his  writings,  viil.  409,  476.  47S 

Dickinson,  John,  opposes  the  Revenue  aot,  ▼!.  807 

DiclcsoD,  sergeant,  his  capture  of  Manchester,  174fi, 
▼L145 

Dieppe,  bomharded,  1604,  ▼.  173, 173 

Dillon,  panic  of  his  troops,  viL  219 

Dinners,  stylo  ol  early  part  of  the  18th  century,  t. 
426.427 

Disraeli,  Benjamin,  his  acrimonious  remarks  on 
sh-  R  Peel,  viii.  517-527,  528,  629,  63d.  537 

Disruption,  the,  in  the  Scotch  Church.  184S,  TiiL 
503,504 

Dissection  of  murderers,  law  passed  for  the,  1758, 
vl.  190 ;  subsequently  repealed,  191. 

Diasenton,  the  sacramental  test  remains  in  force 
agdnst  1689,  ▼.  73  ;  Toleration  act  for. 
passed,  73,  74 ;  societies  for  the  reformation  of 
manners  encouraged  by  the,  after  the  rerolution, 
205;  feud  between  the  church  and.  1702.  262; 
Defoe's  pamphlet  on  **  the  shtntest  way  with  the," 
263.  264 ;  they  Join  the  whig  political  party,  805 ; 
riots  against,  1715,  vi.  5,  6 ;  tolerution  measures 
lor  the  relief  of,  proposed,  1718,  35  ;  they  design 
a  project  for  obtaming  the  nmeal  of  the  Corpora- 
tion and  Test  acts;  Walpolo  by  a  manosuTre 
makes  the  attempt  futile;  they  obtain  partial 
relief  occasionally  from  the  Indemnity  act ;  they 
obtain  the  repeal  they  sought  for,  1828,  62,  63  ; 
they  agitate  for  the  repeal  of  the  Test  act,  1790, 
vii  187:  clamour  raised  against  the,  195:  the 
Bhmingnam  riots  chiefly  directed  against  the, 
195-198 ;  biU  for  regulating  the  marriage  of,  1836, 
vliL  871,  372 

Doddington,  O.  B. .  his  share  in  the  qiiarrol  between 
the  Prince  of  Wales  and  George  U.,  17S6,  vi.  85 ; 
treasurer  of  the  navy ;  resigned,  188 ;  promises 
of  offices  from  the  Prince  of  Walos,  188.  189; 
intrigues  with  Bute  against  Pitt  and  his  ministiy, 
vL  245 ;  rqoioes  at  Pftt's  faU,  252 

Doohla,  J.  C,  his  account  of  the  surrender  of  the 
American  army,  1781,  vi.  428,  429 

Dolben,  H.P.  for  Uakeard,  complains  of  the 
dangerous  nature  of  Sachoverel's  sermons,  1710, 
V.  848 

Dominica,  captured  by  the  Englislu  1761,  vi.  249 ; 
by  the  Fronch,  1778, 392 ;  restored  to  the  English, 
1782,  458 

Donawert,    See  Schellenberg. 

Donington  Castle  buUt  by  ^mkins,  viiL  145 

Donoopew  captured  by  sir  A.  Campbell,  1825,  viii. 
220 

Doric  buildings,  viil.  144 

Dorset.  Lionel  Cranfiold.  earl  of;  Lord  Chamber- 
lain, V.  68;  implicatea  in  the  Preston  plot  of 
1601,  126 

DorMtshire,  agricultural  improvements  in;  land 
enclosed ;  wretched  state  ox  its  peasantry,  vii.  22  ; 
and  aflricultural  labourers,  viii.  397-898. 

D'OrvUUers.  count ;  conunands  tho  Fronch  fleet ; 
engages  tne  English  off  Ushant,  1778,  vi.  898 

Dost  Mahomed  Khan,  the  usurping  ruler  of  Af- 
ghanistan, viii.  450 ;  estranges  himself  from  tho 
British  government,  who  declare  war  against 
him.  450,  451 ;  and  drive  him  from  the  kingdom ; 
gains  a  battle  over  British  troops ;  surrenders 
himself  prisoner  to  the  British,  453 ;  released  and 
retiuned  to  his  sovereignty,  460 

Doiiav,  surrender  of.  to  the  allies,  1710,  v.  863 

Douirfas  exposes  the  perils  of  sonding  a  Scotch 
colony  to  Darion.  v.  217 

Downie.  captain,  his  gallantry  at  Flattsburg,  1814, 
viii.  16 

Downing  College,  Cambridge,  built  by  Wilkins,  viii. 
14i,  145 

Drake,  tho  English  minister  at  Bavaria ;  intrigues 
with  France,  vii.  432 

Drama,  licontioiumoss  of,  end  of  17th  century  ;  an 
order  issued  in  1097  to  suppress  it,  v.  206 ;  stage 
estimate  of  tho  fenu&le  character  in  the  banning 
of  the  18th  century,  419,  420 ;  Steele's  relish  for 
the  drama,  4*20 ;  ho  notices  several  plays,  ibid. ; 


popolflrity  of  poppet  shows  and  Italian  < 

424;  the  stage  becomes  political,  vL  80: 

for  licensing  plays,  by  whidi  the  Lord  Chamber- 
Labi's  intenerenoe  with  theatrical  repraaentatiana 
was  legalised,  90;  improved  mozal  state  of  tiss 
theatre,  1774,  98,  99 ;  public  tasto  directod  by 
Garrick,  99 ;  Oanick's  acting,  100 

Drapior.    See  Swift,  vl  51^. 

Dresden,  peace  of,  Dec.  25, 1785^  vl  120 ;  taken  by 
Frederick,  1756;  he  spares  the  art  specimeni^ 
216 ;  battles  of,  Aug.  24,  25,  and  27, 1818,  vfi.  M3 

Dress.    See  Costume. 

Drinking  in  the  first  half  of  the  18th  century-  t. 
426 

Drouet  aids  the  French  royal  family  in  attemptt^s 
to  escape  from  France,  1791,  vii.  202 

Drummond,  captain,  his  supposed  murder,  1705^  t. 
818 

Drummond,  Peel's  private  secretary ;  shot  t^  mis* 
take  histaadof  sir  K  PeeL  viiL  5U0 

Drummond,  Andrew,  a  London  banker ;  suspected 
of  Ikvourlng  the  Pretender;  examined  by  govern- 
ment: found  innocent;  oonfidenoo  in  him  re- 
stored ;  becomes  the  royal  banker,  vl  152,  153 

Dnmimond.  George,  urges  a  vigorous  reaistanoe  to 
the  Protender,  1745.  vl  127 

Drummond,  James,  joins  the  Pretender's  aon:  is 
by  him  created  duke  of  Perth,  1745,  vl  ISO;  has 
dmerences  with  lord  Murray,  144 :  eacmea  from 
Scotland.  1746 ;  death  of.  163 ;  akizmiahea  with 
the  country  people  on  th»  retreat,  157;  unwil- 
lingness to  forsake  his  men,  158 

Drummond,  lord  John,  &ilB  in  seiaing  EdinbuzKh 
castle,  1715,  vl  9;  guards  the  passage  cf  the 
Spey;  fiUls  back  on  Cumberiand's  approach, 
1746, 166 

Drummond,  William,  visoount  StrathaUan,  oom- 
manda  the  Stuart  force  at  Perth,  vl  144 ;  craated 
viscount,  1711 ;  taken  prisoner  at  ShcaUEmuir, 
1715, 152 ;  kaied  at  CuIIoden,  Anril  16, 1740,  ISS; 
commands  the  Highlanders  at  Sherilbnuir,  100 

Drumossie.    See  CuUoden. 

Dryden,  bust  of,  by  Bcbeemaken,  Weatmlnater 
Abbey,  v.  460 

Dubois-Cranc^  supersedes  KeUarmann  fn  his  ooia- 
mand.  vii.  285 

Du  Chaila,  peraecutor  of  tho  Oevonnes  FkY>toatBnts, 
V.  266 

Duckworth,  sir  J.  T. ;  vice-admirsl  of  tho  white; 
knight  of  the  Bath,  viL  483 ;  failure  of  his  expe- 
dition to  the  Dardanelles,  484 

Dncos,  a  member  of  the  French  Dlrectoxy,  vii 
388;  consul,  1799,385 

Dudley,  lord,  introduces  the  8m<dting  of  iron  with 
coal,  V.  13 

Dudley  and  Ward,  visoount.  Secretszy  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  in  the  Canning  ministiy,  viii.  210 ; 
one  of  the  Wellington  ministry,  1828,  228;  re- 
signs, being  succeeded  in  his  secretaryship  by 
the  earl  of  Aberdeen,  234;  his  speoch  on  the 
Reform  bill,  1881,  282 

Duelling,  prevalence  of,  firat  half  of  18th  oenfeoiy, 
V.  427 

Dugommler,  replaoea  Carteaux  In  the  command  of 
the  army  before  Toulon,  1798.  vii  288 

Dulwich  gallery  of  pictures,  viil  151 

Dumont.  Anthony,  his  port  in  Grandval%  plot 
against  William  III.,  1692,  v.  152, 154 

Dumont,  his  remarks  on  tho  Declaration  of  flie 
Bights  of  Man,  and  the  abolition  of  feuda 
rights,  vii  176 ;  on  Mlrabeau,  192.  103;  on  thel 
French  constitution  of  1791,  204 ;  his  visit  to 
England,  1791-1792,  209,  210;  remarks  on  the 
September  massaoros,  1792,  S90 

Dumoiules,  C.  F. ;  mixdster  of  foreign  alEairs,  1792, 
vii.  218 ;  advocates  war  against  Austria ;  plans 
tho  campaign,  219 ;  advises  the  dtsmiaaal  of  Ro- 
land, 220 ;  opposes  the  duke  of  Brunswick,  tSi : 
concludes  a  secret  agreement  with  him,  235 ;  the 
Austrlans  raise  the  siege  of  Ulle  on  his  ap- 
proach ;  he  gains  the  battle  of  Jemappea^  Nov. 
6,  236 ;  tho  Austrians  retreat  before  him ;  enters 
Antwerp,  Nov.  30,  237.  271 ;  marches  into  Hol- 
land ;  hatred  of,  by  tho  Jacobins ;  takes  Breda, 
Klimdert.  Gertruydenbeiig ;  is  defeated  at  Sect- 
winden,  Mar.  18, 1793,  2T1 ;  dowrtR  the  Oonven- 
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tlon ;  BiakM  ovwiuw  to  join  the  princo  of 
Cobfaig  In  lo  ertaihllahing  the  oonnitational 
monaichy;  hto  anny  foraalcM  him;  Utw  an 
exile  in  Engknd  tOl  18S8,  27S 
Dunoan,  Adam,  admiral;  deaarted  by  aereral  of 
hia  ahlpa  in  the  bbckade  of  the  Texel,  yH.  841 ; 
atratagema  for  deoeiving  tho  Dutch,  848 ;  alghta 
the  enemv  on  Oct  11,  1707,  and  girea  them  a 
*  defeat  in  the  battle  off  Ounperdown,  848» 


Dnncan,  Rev.  H.,  establiahed  a  aavinga  bank  at 
Ruthwell,  1810,  tIU.  70 

Duncannon,  Tlecount,  helpa  to  prepare  the  Befonn 
bUl,  viiL  270 ;  lord  pnyy  aeal ;  first  oommia- 
sionor  of  the  land  roTenue,  881 

Duncanaon,  nu\}or,  Ua  ahare  in  tho  Oknooe  maa- 
aacroa,  t.  187 

Donoombe,  Thomaa,  hia  motion  for  hearing  the 
potitionora  on  preaenting  the  Feoido'a  G3iartor 
Tvjected,  viiL  4M5 

Dundaa.    See  Melville,  lord 

Dundaa,  air  David,  commanda  the  allied  troopa  at 
Toulon,  1793.  vii.  289 ;  aeoond  In  command  of  the 
troops  in  HoUand,  814 :  takea  part  in  the  Britlah 
expedition  to  HoUan^  1709,  886;  commander- 
in-chief,  Uar.  18. 1809,  S17 ;  diacoungea  tho  ex- 
pedition to  Walcnersn,  iMd. 

Dundee^viaoount,  wiahea  to  make  a  oompromiae 
with  William  III.  t.  88;  the  king  rofuaee  to  do 


80,  and  upon  the  Convention  giving  an  order  to 
arreat  Duadee^  he  eacapea.  ana  raiaes  the  dana, 
98 ;  meeting  general  llackay  at  the  paaa  of  Kil- 
liecrankie,  he  there  def onta  him,  08 ;  out  falla  in 
the  hour  of  victory,  July  S7,  1680,  and  with  him 
the  cauae  of  Jamea  II.,  04 

Dundonald,  earl  of,  lord  Cochrane ;  hia  acoount 
of  tho  atate  of  the  navy,  1798,  vii.  804,  805 ;  hia 
opinion  of  Nelaon,  857 ;  H.P.  for  Weatminater, 
1800 :  hia  enterpriae  in  the  Aix  xoada,  April  11, 
vii.  610 

Dimkirk,  fiUlure  of  the  Engliah  to  take,  1798,  vii. 
282 

Dunning  holda  aloof  in  the  proceedings  againat 
Wilkea,  1760,  vL  292;  hia  motion  on  &  in- 
fluence of  the  crown,  404,  405 ;  penaion  granted 
to,  440 

Dupin  aigna  the  proteat  againat  the  royal  prooeed- 
inga  againat  tho  French  preaa,  1880,  viiL  252 

DupIiBiz,  Joaeph ;  governor  of  Pondieheny,  vL 
201 ;  aide  the  niaam  of  the  Deccan,  202 ;  he  ia 
compelled  to  give  way  before  Glive,  205 

Dupont,  a  French  general,  defeated  at  Baylen  by 
Caatanoa,  viL  500 

Durand,  c^,  oommanda  the  garriaon  at  Oariiale 
OaaUe,  vi.  142 

Durham,  low  atate  of  agriculture  in,  1750-1800; 
fiunoua  for  ita  breed  of  cattle,  vii  80 

Durham,  earl  of;  lord  privy  aeal,  1880,  viiL  267; 
helps  to  prepare  the  Reform  bill,  270 ;  hostile 
apeechea  o^  againat  lord  Brougham,  1834,  847, 
848 ;  appdnted  Lord  High  Commiaaioner  for  ap> 
peaaiug  the  Canadian  gnevancea.  407 ;  hia  govern- 
ment and  policy,  408,  409;  lord  Brougham'a 
attack  on  hia  meaaurea  cauaoa  him  to  reaign, 
408:  diea  broken-hearted;  hia  report  on  tne 
afTairs  of  British  North  America,  409 

DUaaon,  a  French  general;  aurrenden  Galway, 
1601,  V.  128 

Dwyer  reveals  the  Cato-street  conaplracy  to  the 
home  oflioe.  vilL  161 

Dyer,  John,  hia  poem  of  the  "  Fleece**  rofeired  to, 
giving  an  acooimt  of  a  weaver'a  laboura,  v.  6 ; 
other  quotationafrom,  vlL  44,  45 

Earthquakx  at  Liabon,  1756.  Nov.  28,  vL  210 
Earthenware ;  the  Btaffordahire  potteriea  the  chief 
aeat  of  the  trade,  v.  18  ;  atate  of  the  trade  at  the 
beginning  of  the  I8th  oentuiy,  1774,  and  1857. 
ViL  57;  chiefly  ^moted  oy  Wedgwood  and 
Cookaworthy,  57,  58 
East  India  Company,  a  new,  la  eatabliahed,  and 
called  the  *'  The  Kigllsh  Company,"  1608,  v.  208 ; 
the  two  are  amalgamated  foiu-  yeara  afterwarda, 
204;  aeiaea  a  veasel  belonging  to  the  Darien 
(Aftican  and  Indian)  Company,  318 ;  retroapect  of 


their  affairs  in  India,  1745,  vL  201-205;  the 
French  company  becomea  their  rival,  and 
attack  Ifadraa,  1746,  901;  and  nearly  under- 
mine the  Kngliah  power ;  C9ive  entera  tne  army, 
202 ;  raganiaea  an  attack  upon  Areot,  which  he 
takea;  he  ia  beaieged  by  n^ah  Sahib, 208;  who 
relinqulahea  the  alege,  204;  Clive  takea  Trichln- 
opdy  in  coniunctJon  with  malor  Lawrence ; 
hoatilitiea  auapended.  205 ;  IMtt  inatitataa  an 
into  tneir  amiira,  286  ;  their  pecuniary 
in  diaorder ;  they  petition  parliament  for 
a  loan  of  a  million  and  a  half ;  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  their  affaira,  882 ;  the 
directora  quairel ;  thinga  go  to  ruin ;  matten 
mended  by  dive'a  JudioJooa  meaaurea,  888 ;  their 
rotten  ihiandal  poaition,  884 ;  the  Regulation 
act ;  Warren  Haatinga,  flrat  governor-general : 
allowed  to  enort  teaa  free  of  duty  to  the  Ameri- 
can coloniea,  886 ;  Clavering,  Monaell,  and  Fran- 
da  appointed  momben  of  uie  council,  1774,  vii. 
125, 126 ;  Fox  propoaea  that  the  authority  of,  be 
tranafenned  to  a  Doard  of  oommlaalonflra,  137 ; 
they  reftiao  to  bear  the  expenaea  of  aending 
troopa  to  India ;  they  are  compelled  to  do  ao  by 
the  paaaing  of  Fitt'a  Dedaraioiy  Ull,  257;  in- 
quiry made  into  their  allaira  by  the  Houae  of 
Commona,  1818 ;  which  reaulta  m  aeveral  impor- 
tant meaaurea,  215 ;  renewal  of  their  charter  for 
twenty  yeara,  1883 ;  important  alterattona  in 
the  charter  proviaiona ;  ceaaea  to  be  a  commer- 
cial company,  1884,  884 ;  ita  trade  with  China 
ab<diahed ;  offecta  of  the  aboUtion,  448,  444 
Bact  India  Houae  dealgned  by  Holland,  viiL  144 
Baatlake,  air  C,  aket^ing  24poIeon,  1815,  viii.  80 
Sbrington,  M.P.  for  Devonahire,  movea  that  tho 
prindplea  of  the  re^fected  Reform  bill  be  not 
given  up^  viiL  284 ;  movea  that  the  king  be  im- 
plored to  call  a  reform  mixdatry,  206 
Eckmtlhl,  battle  of,  Anril  22,  1800,  vL  615 
Sconomical  Reform  bul  brought  forward  by  Buike, 
1780 ;  hia  speech,  vL  402,  403 :  other  motionapro- 
poaed,  408-405;  practical  meaaurea  of  Burke'a 
bm  rejected,  405;  the  bill  ia  again  introduced. 


1782,  480  ;  paned,  440 
Rddyacone  ligbthoua 


ithouaea,  their  fktea  and  oonatmctora, 
V.  10, 11 

Eden,  aecretary  for  Ireland ;  movea  for  the  repeal 
of  tae  act  aaaerting  the  independence  of  Ireland, 
1782,  vL  446;  ma  account  of  the  anarchy  in 
France.  1780.  viL  177 

Edgeworth,  abMi  attenda  Louis  XYI.  at  hia  execu- 
tion, ViL  252 

Edgeworth,  Miaa,  her  delineationa  of  the  Iriah,  viiL 
126,127 

Edinbuigh,  Chaxlea  Edward*a  entry  into,  1745,  vl. 
128 

Edinburidi  Gaatle  held  by  the  duke  of  Gordon  for 
Jamea  II.,  1680,  v.  88-00 :  he  aurrenden  it,  03 

Edinbuigh  Review  atarted,  1802;  ita  aerviooa  to 
Uteratuze.  viiL  127 

Education,  low  atate  oi;  among  the  people  in  the 
beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  v.  407 ;  and 
alao  among  ladiea  in  higher  gradea  of  aocieiy, 
418;  Swift'a  remarka  upon  ladiea'  education,  421 ; 
Sunday-achoola  originated  by  Raikea,  vii.  120; 
inquinr  into  the  atate  of,  moved  for  by  Henry 
Brougnam,  1816,  viiL  60:  the  Education  Com- 
mission, ibid. ;  it  merges  into  the  Charity  Com- 
nUaaaion ;  extent  of  inatruction  in  1816,  70 : 
achoolmaater  abroad,  1828,  229 ;  beneflta  derived 
from  the  endowed  grammar  achoola,  220,  280 ; 
achoola  and  acholan,  1818  and  1888;  Sunday 
achoola  and  free  aohoda,  280 ;  dilfualon  of  know- 
ledge by  the  estabUidiment  of  the  Sodety  for  the 
Diffnaion  of  Uaeftil  Knowledge,  a  cheap  and  aound 
literature,  the  London  Hecfaanica'  Inatltution  and 
othen  aimilar  to  it ,  the  London  Unlveratty  and 
King'a  College,  230,  231 :  increaaed  popular  deeire 
for  Bound  literature  aa  ahown  by  the  droulatian  of 
the  **  Penny  Magasine,"  811,  312;  Lord  Brough- 
ham'a  education  roadutiona,  350,  360;  Walker'a 
achool,  in  the  Devil'a  acre,  the  oridln  of  the 
London  ragged-schoola ;  granta  in  aid.  of,  I884- 
1887,  800 ;  Uxe  board  of  education  conatituted. 
1830 ;  general  atate  of,  in  1839,  400 :  increaae  of 
achoola  and  acholan^  1881-1841,  401 ;  neglect  of. 
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in  the  Boughton  district.  415;  sir  J.  Gntkun 
com^led  to  withdraw  hia  education  cUuMe  in 
the  Bill  for  regulating  labour  in  factoriee,  515 ; 
goTemment  grant  to  Havnooth  College;  esta- 
blishment of  the  three  Irish  secular  colleges  of 
Cork,  Galway,  and  Belfast,  629 

Egalit^    BeeOrltens,  due d'. 

EgertoD,  Ck>lonel,  unsnooeasf  ul  results  of  his  Uah- 
ratta  expedition,  viL  189 

Bgerton.  lord  P.,  urges  the  importance  of  reducing 
Ihe  paper  duty,  1830,  tUL  372. 

ISgremont^  lord,  secretary  of  state,  1761-8  vL  268, 
821;  acpun  secretaiy  of  states  17^  261;  dies 
of  apoplexy,  268 

Ehrenbreltstein  oapitulates  to  the  French,  Jan. 
1790,  Tii.  882 

£1  Arish  seised  by  Jezsar,  1799,  viL  879 ;  recovered 
bytheAUies,  405 

Elchingen.  battle  of.  1805.  yH  444 

Eklon,  J<am  Scott,  lordL  his  maiden  speech  on 
Fox^s  India  bill,  1788,  viL  188 ;  attorney-general; 
draws  up  theTraitorous  Correspondence  Ull,  267 ; 
his  prosecution  speedi  against  uiudy,  801 ;  ehan- 
oeUor,  1881-1606,  401,  577;  his  opinion  of  the 
Tolunteen,  429:  against  an  administration  on  a 
viiL  168,  204 ;  his  political  opinions,  viL,  642;  op- 
poses any  repeal  of  the  laws,  viiL  62 ;  his  opinion  of 
broad  basis,  481 ;  chancellor,  1807-1827,  481,  577 ; 
the  criminal  code,  68 ;  adToeates  the  abolition  of 
the  appeal  of  murder,  101,  102;  considen  the 
KsnchMter  reform  men  as  guilty  of  treason,  108; 
promotes  the  passing  of  the  six  acts,  1819, 109 ; 
recognises  CaroUno  as  queen  of  England,  166 ; 
opposes  any  measures  un&Tourable  to  the  corn- 
laws,  200,  201 ;  his  test  of  official  fitness :  anec- 
dote of,  at  the  duke  of  York's  funeral,  1627,  208 ; 
resigns  his  chancellarBhip  on  the  aoeession  of 
the  Canning  ministry,  1827,  204 ;  considers  him- 
self Ul-used  on  being  omitted  from  the  Wellington 
ministry,  228 ;  objects  to  the  bill  for  the  t^msI 
of  the  Corporation  and  Test  acts,  283 ;  opposes 
the  relief  of  Roman  Catholics,  288 ;  endeayoura 
to  persuade  the  king  to  refuse  his  assent  to  the 
measure,  240,  241 ;  Us  fears  for  the  destruction 
of  the  aristocracy  by  the  Reform  biU,  278 ;  his 
speech  against  reform,  1881,  282,  288 ;  against  the 
repeal  of  the  oom-laws,  1888,  810,  811 ;  laments 
his  foaUUty  to  obtain  the  rejection  of  tho  Muni- 
cipal Beform  bill.  864,865 

Elections  and  election  scenes,  v.  M5 ;  viL  144;  vtiL 
98.  285,  286;  801,  802 

Elgin  marbles  purchased  by  government,  1816,  viii. 

Elie,  his  share  in  the  attack  on  the  Bastille,  1789, 
▼il.  173 

Elisabeth,  princess,  accompanies  Louis  in  his 
flight  from  Paris,  1791,  vL  SOO-202 ;  guiUotlned, 
1794,  vlL  298 

EUsabeth,  csarlna  of  Russia,  joins  the  coalition 
aoainst  FrussiA,  vi.  216 ;  roisned,  17411762,  466 

Elldngton,  Joeeph,  discovers  ue  system  of  imder 
drainage^  vii.  26 

EUenborough,  lord ;  lord  chief  Justice,  vii.  468 ; 
determines  to  preside  in  court,  and  to  convict 
W.  Hone,  viiL  88 ,  his  harshness  and  persecution 
of  the  prisoner,  who  obtains  a  verdict  of  not 
guilty,  ibid.  ;  txresides  over  another  trial  with 
tha  same  result.  89;  ctxkduct  after  the  trial; 
oontemplates  resigning  his  office,  90 ;  President 
of  the  Board  of  Control,  864 ;  govemor-generol  of 
India;,  459 ;  his  proclamations  to  the  people  of 
India.  460,  461;  makes  war  on  the  Hahrattas; 
recalled  by  the  East  India  Comnany,  611 

EUesmere,  lord,  denies  that  Weuington  was  sur- 
prised at  Waterioo,  viii.  28,  29 

Elliott,  captain,  superintendent  at  Canton ;  his  pro- 
oeedingsj  blockades  Osnton ;  his  arrival  at  tho 
Factory  described,  viii.  445 ;  his  flxtUe  attempts  at 
negotiation,  447 ;  setUes  the  difficulties,  448 

Elliot,  general,  governor  of  Gibraltsr :  his  defence 
of  ttie  fbrt,  1782,  vi.  451,  468,  454 

Elliott,  Mrs. ,  quotation  from,  on  the  execution  of 
Louis  XVI.,  vii.  261,  262 ;  anecdote  by,  of  the 
French  feeling  towards  Fox  and  Pitt,  870 

Blphinstonc,  nu^or-generaL  appointed  to  command 
the  British  army  in  Cabul,  viii.  468 ;  his  con- 


ferenoe  with  Akbar  Khan,  457;  diod  April  S3; 
1842,  459 

lE^naon-Ohur,  Napier's  march  to,  and  destruetian 
of,  viii.  608.  509 

Emigration,  extent  of.  1815-1852,  viii  400 

Emmanuel  College  chapel,  Caznbridge,  boilt,  bv 
Wren,  v.  454 

Emmett,  Robert,  heads  an  insunroction  in  Dublin, 
Julv  88, 1803.  vti.  426;  trial  and  execution  of.  427 

Enghien,  due  d',  arrost  and  murder  of,  March.  SI, 
1804,  vii.  438 

Engraving,  state  of.  temp.  1760-88,  viL  77  ;  Strange 
and  WooUett,  iirid.  ;  measotint  engraving  and 
engravers,  78 ;  Boydell,  his  large  busineas  in  en- 
ffrarin^,  78,  79 ;  extension  of  the  public  taste 
for,  viii.  156 ;  Sharpy  and  other  line  engravers, 
156, 157 ;  wood  engraving  revived  by  Bewick :  his 
publications;  Uth^^pl^  and  its  earliest  culti- 
vators. 157 

Ennlskillen,  the  Irish  Protestants  take  refuge  in, 
1689,  V.  82 ;  threatened  siege  of,  86 

BpisooiMlian  ciexgy,  of  Scotland,  not  well  favoured 
towards  the  Test  act,  v.  86;  hatredof  theSooteh 
torthe.  87 

Bpisoopalians,  their  strength  in  Scotland,  v.  130 

Eroolo^  Renaldo.  duke  or  Modena,  viL  S^;  hayt 
Bonaparte  off  bis  territoxleB,  887 

Ernest  Augostus  of  Hanover.    Bee  Cumberland. 

Eiskine.    See  Mar,  earl  of. 

Erskine,  Thomas,  lord,  defends  lord  George  Gordao. 
1781,  vL  410:  his  maiden  speech,  1783;  advocate» 
Fox's  India  bill,  viL  138 ;  defends  Paine.  3793, 
248 ;  opposes  the  Traitorous  Correspondenoe  bill, 
267 ;  counsel  for  Thomas  Hardy,  301 ;  his  reply 
to  the  attorney-general's  charge,  ^S ;  d^^pnd* 
Tooke  and  ThelwcOl,  803 ;  passage  tmrn  his  speech 
for  HardjT,  804 ;  lord  chanoeUor,  1806, 464,  577 

Espromenil  arrested  and  imprisoned  foropposng 
uie  establishmant  of  "La  Cour  Pleni^**  viL 
163 

Essayists;  the  "Tatler"  oommenoed  by  Richard 
Bteelo,  1709,  v.  402 ;  its  aim  ;  it  becomes  the  sub- 
stitute  of  the  old  newspapers,  408 ;  influence  and 
objects  of  the,  406 :  their  endeavotirs  tn  ^ittwaag 
knowlodffe,  407,  408 ;  they  direct  the  attention  of 
the  people  to  our  old  English  ballads,  and  our 
standard  poets,  408,  409 ;  and  create  a  gennal 
taste  for  reading.  418  ;  their  description  of  the 
prude  and  tho  coquette,  423 ;  of  puppet  ahows 
and  the  piasquerade,  424,  425  ;  their  rrarobatioD 
of  drinldng  in  excess,  426 ;  of  giving  luxurioos 
dixmers,  and  of  duelling,  427;  the**  Rambler," 
commenced  by  Johnson,  1750  ;  the  "  Idler,"  1758 : 
the  "Adventurer,"  issued  1752;  the  '*Wo(U." 
1753 :  and  the  **  Conncisseur,"  1754 ;  Moore  sad 
Cambridge ;  Colman  and  Thornton,  vii.  89 

Essequibo  retaken  by  Uie  French,  vL  484 

Essex,  London  supply  of  food  from,  vii.  8;  extinc- 
tion of  saffron  cultivation  in,  9 

Scaling.    See  Aspem. 

Eugene,  prince,  commands  the  Austrian  anoy, 
1701,  V.  250 ;  become^  a  confidant  of  Maribo- 
rough's  V.  277;  sent  to  cover  the  Rhine  in  the 
campaign  of  1704,  ibid,  ;  announces  the  move- 
ments of  the  Gallo-Bavarian  army  to  Marlbo- 
rough. 280  ;  having  united  his  force  with  Maribo- 
rough's,  they  resolve  to  give  the  enemy  battle,  281 ; 
marches  against  them,  Aug.  IS,  and  tidces  up  his 
position  on  the  righ^  in  front  of  the  elector, 
with  difficulty,  281 ;  his  attacks  upon  whom 
meet  with  but  slight  suooeas,  283  ;  his  troops  are 
mistaken  f  (»r  those  of  the  enemy,  284 ;  Joins  the 
duke  of  Savoy's  forces:  defeats  tne  French,  and 
drives  them  out  of  Italy,  1706,  800 ;  pbms  with 
Marlborough  an  attack  upon  France ;  crosses  the 
Alps  and  the  Var,  and  sets  down  before  Toulon, 
Ju^  25, 1707,  832 ;  Joins  Marlborough,  886 ;  directs 
the  siege  of  Lille,  1708, 340 ;  encamps  with  Msxlbo- 
rough  and  100,000  men  before  Lille.  Juno  21, 1709 ; 
Toumay  surrenders,  843 ;  aids  in  investing  Dousy, 
1710.  862  ;  visits  london,  891 ;  conducts  the  oam- 
paign  of  1712,  in  oo-operation  with  the  duke  of 
Qrmond;  opens  the  aege  of  Quesnoy;  it  sur- 
renders July  4,  392 ;  he  is  doscoted  \jy  the  duke 
of  Ormcmd,  and  defeated  by  miliars  at  Densin, 
July  24, 893 ;  defeats  the  Turks  at  PeterwazadiB, 
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1717,  Ti.  82 ;  oonducto  the  war  a^AiBst  mmhal 
Derwiok,  17S4, 71 ;  died  ITStt,  ibid. 

EyAiM,  sir  De  Lacy ;  oommands  the  BrltlBh  liM^ion 
In  Spain,  vlli.  378 

Erelyn,  John,  his  nsoertainty  aa  to  James  II.'s 
'vrheroabouts,  y.  70 ;  his  grumble  at  l>uncombe, 
118  :  his  house  at  Sayes  Court  is  hired  by 
Wmiam  for  Peter  the  Great,  ld&8»  SU;  notes  on 
Wren,  and  the  rebuilding  of  St  Paul's,  449  ;  in- 
troduces Oibbons  into  notice,  4-^9 

Evertsen,  Dutch  adminU,  engaged  in  the  defeat  oil 
Beachy  Head,  1600.  t.  Ill 

Ewart  introduces  the  Counsol  for  Prisoners'  bill 
twice,  viiL  870 

Excise  scheme,  by  Walpole ;  he  fails  in  passing  the 
bill  embodying  this  scheme,  1738,  ▼!  60-71 

Exmtfuth,  lord,  eondudos  a  treair^with  Algiers ;  an 
outrage  haTintr  been  committed  on  the  British,  he 
is  sent  out  wiQi  an  expedition,  Tiii.  48 ;  his  offered 
terms  not  being  answered,  48,  40 :  he  fights  the 
batUe  of  Algiers,  Aug.  27,  1816,  40,  60 ;  and  on 
the  f  oUowixu^  morning  the  Dey  accepts  the  terms 
originally  offered,  50 

Eyku,  bottle  o^  Feb.0. 1807,  vii.  481, 482 


Falczi,  peace  of,  July  2, 1711,  v.  380 

Falkirk,1^tae  of,  Jan.  17, 1746.  yi.  161, 162 

Falkland  islands,  ylclssitudee  of  the,  vi.  823 

Family  Compact,  treaty  known  as  the,  Aug.  15, 
1761,  vi.  261,  467 

Fancourt,  colonel,  slain,  1806,  in  attempting  to  sare 
his  men  from  mutinied  sepoys,  tH.  462 

Famham,  a  groat  provincial  oom  market  formerly, 
V.  32 

Feamov,  WUllam,  his  share  In  capturing  the  San 
Josef,  1707,  vii.  337 

Federation  FOte  at  Paris,  July  14, 1790,  vU.  188, 180 

Females,  political  seal  ot,  first  hslf  of  18th  century, 
V.  417,  418 :  employments  and  dress  of,  41%,  419 ; 
estimate  of  their  character,  410.  420 

Fens,  drainage  of  the  linoolnshire,  v.  21,  22;  vii 
14,  15 

Fenwick,  sir  John,  implicated  by  Goodman  in  Hxe 
Invasion  plot,  1606,  v.  106 ;  there  being  deficient 
legal  evidence  to  convict  him,  he  is  attainted  and 
executed,  Jan.  28, 1607, 107 

Ferand,  a  deputy  In  the  French  Convention; 
murdered.  1705,  vii.  821 

Ferdinand  I.  of  the  Two  Sicilies.  See  FeitUnand 
lY.  of  Naples. 

Ferdinand  IIL.  grand-duke  of  Tuscany;  recognises 
the  French  Republic,  viL  326 

Ferdinand  IV.  of  Kaples.  1750-1806,  vi  466;  vii 
675;  flies  to  Palermo,  1700,  vii.  382;  1806,  478  ; 
reascends  the  throne,  1815 1  in  1816  he  assumed 
the  title  of  Ferdinand  I.  of  the  Two  SioiUes, 
succeeded  by  Francis  in  1825,  575 

Ferdinand  Vn.  of  Spain  solicits  Napoleon's  pro- 
tection, 1808,  vii  497 ;  Charies  IV.  abdicates  the 
crown  in  favour  of.  Mar.  10,  408 ;  taHa  into  Napo- 
leon's power,  ibid, ;  proclaimed  king  of  Spiun, 
1808 ;  war  declared  against  France,  499 ;  recog- 
nised by  Napoleon  as  king  of  Spein,  1814,  568, 
674 ;  released  by  the  Fr^^  1823,  viii.  188 ;  died 
1838.  268,  378 

Ferdinand,  Don,  duke  of  Parma,  vii  826 ;  bays 
Napoleon  off  his  territories,  837 

Fetguson,  his  march  on  SoUgnao  hindered,  vii 
602,503 

Feroaeshah,  battle  of,  Dec.  21  and  22,  1845,  viii, 
544,545 

Fersen,  count  de,  aids  in  contriving  Lonis's  flight 
from  Pwis,  1791,  vii  200,  201 

Feudal  rlghU  abolished  in  France,  1780,  vii.  176 

FeuiUens,  a  Ftench  political  party,  twice  obtains 
the  administratioii  of  affairs,  1702;  vii  217,  218 ; 
280 

Fielding.  Henry,  produces  his  "  Pssquin."  1737.  vi 
00;  his  "Inquuy  into  the  Causes  of  the  late 
Incrsaie  of  Bobbers,"  1760;  places  of  entertain- 
ment; drunkenness,  101;  gaming  among  the 
vulgar ;  his  account  of  the  state  of  London.  102 ; 
his  "  Adventures  of  Joseph  Andrews,"  publiihed, 


1742:  iU  success;  Johnson's  opinion  of,  vii  88 ; 

"Jonathan Wfid," published,  1748;  "Tom  Jones," 

1749,  80;  "  .\melia,"  1761 ;  died,  1764,  ibid. :  de- 
scription of  contemporary   manners  by,  01-04, 

107. 118, 114, 120 
Fieechi    See  Louis  PhiUppe,  vfU.,  374 
Firmln,  his  scheme  for  employing  the  poor ;  his 

religious  toneta;  his  death  puts  a  stop  to  the 

printing  of  Sodxiian  books,  v.  205 
Fisher,  captain,  communicates  to  Portland  a  design 

against  William's  life,  v.  180 
Fitsgorald,  lord  Edward,  brother  of  the  duke  of 

Lemster,  vii  868 ;  a  member  of  the  Irish  Direc- 
tory:  on  the  arrest  of  the  other  members  he 

conceals  himself;  his  house  surrounded  by  the 

military ;  he  resists,  kills  the  magistrate,  and  is 

himself  shot,  864 :  died  June  5, 1798,  ibid. 
Fitcgerald,  captain  Bobert,  saves  Dublin  from  being 

plundered  and  burnt,  1690,  v.  114 
Fitzgerald,  Vesov,  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

viii.  284;   influence  among  the  dare  Roman 

Catholics,  285 
Fitzharris.  lord,  description  of  Pitt's  feelings  on 

lord  HelviUe  being  censured  by  parliament,  1806, 

vii  430 
Fitsherbert,  Mrs.,  marries  fho  prince   of  Wales 

(George  IV.X  Doc  21, 1787,  vii  152 
FitswUliam,  earl,  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland ;  re 

called  the  same  year,  vii  816,  362 ;  dismissed  his 

lord  lieutenancy  of  Uie  West  Riding,  viii.  108 
Flaxman,  John,  an  eminent  sculntor,  vii.  79,  80 ; 

high  character  of  his  designs^  viii  140 
Fleet  prison,  state  of  the^20, 1730,  vi.  63,  64 
Fleeaelles,  mayor  of  Paris,  shot,  July  1780,  vii  174 
Fletcher  of  Saltoun,  his  opinion  on  the  relative 

positions  of  Engluid  and  Scotland^.  214 
Fletcher,  Ueutenant-oolonel,  helps  Wellington  in 

constructing  the  lines  of  Torres  Vedras,  rii  524 
Fleurus,  battle  of,  1600,  v.  120;  May  20,  1704,  vu. 

812 
Fleury.  cardinal,  prime  minister  of  Louis  XV.,  vi. 

54 ;  his  offers  to  the  Bnglish,06 
Flitcroft,  architect  of  Wobum  House,  v.  458 
Florida  ceded  to  Spain,  1782,  vi.  468 ;  to  Great 

Britain,  1768,  467;  to  the  United  States,  1820, 

viii  882 
Flushing,  lUlure  of  the  British  to  take,  1800,  vii. 

510,620 
Fdev,  captain,  commander  of  the  Goliath  at  the 

betUo  of  the  Nile.  1798,  vii  356;  present  at  the 

battle  of  Copenhagen,  1801,  404 
FoUy,  the  coffee-house ;  ita  visitors,  v.  57,  58 
Fontainebleaii,  peace  of,  Sept    2,  1679,  v.    388; 

treaty  of.  vii  405 ;  concordat  at,  Jan.  26, 1818, 680 
Fontenoy,  battie  of,  May  11, 1745,  vi.  118, 114 
FonthiU  erected  by  Wyatt,  viii  141 
Food,  supply  of  London  with,  10th  centuiy,  viii 

887-380 
Forbes,  Duncan,  lord  advocate,  1736,  vi  83 ;  con- 

ducta  the  inquiry  into  the  Porteou*)  rioto,  ibid. ; 

proposed    tht  enlisting  of   Scotch    regimento, 

114,  117;   MacDonald  Informs  him   of  Charles 

Edward's  descent  upon  Sootdand,  128 ;  considers 

It  rash  and  desperate,  126 
Forster  commands  the  English  in  the  Pretender's 

army,  vi  11 ;  assumes  the  command  of  the  whole 

army  on  English  ground,  12, 13 ;  his  preparations 

for  the  enemy,  18, 14 ;  tries  to  obtain  fi^vourable 

tenns  of  surrender,  14 ;  escapes  from  Newgate, 

21,22 
Fort  Augustas  destroyed  by  the  Highlanders,  vi. 

165 
Fort  Boyer  captured  by  the  British,  Feb.  1815,  viii. 

10 
Fort  Edward  taken  hy  Buxgoyne,  1777,  vi.  870 
Fort  St  George  capitulates  to  the  British,  1746,  vi 

201 
Foster,  speaker  of  Irish  House  of  Commons ;  his 

paaslng  the  Union  bill  described,  vii.  875,  876 
Foster,  John,  his  "Eveys,"  viii  120 
Fouch^S,  Us  share  in  the  execution  of  the  Lyonnese, 

1703,  vii.  286,  286 ;  assisto  Bomqnrte's  intrigues, 

888 
Foulon,  intendant  of  marine,  vii  170 ;  murdered 

bv  the  mob,  175 ;  La  Fayette  attempto  to  save 
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Foundling  Hondtal  etUblUhod  by  canialn  Corain ; 
it  nromotas,  instead  of  raprewing,  tho  groat  ■odal 
evfl,  TlL  118,  119 

Fouzbln,  admlnL  oommmcbi  tho  fleet  oonveying 
the  protender  James  and  his  force  to  Scotland ; 
ha  falls  in  making  a  landing  and  returns  to  Dun- 
kirk, 1708,  y.  S86 

Fox,  Charles  James,  his  Ihrst  speech  in  paxUament, 
1769,  tL  S98;  indignation  of,  at  govemmenifs 
conduct  towards  Bmgoyne,  882,  883 ;  leader  of 
Us  party ;  character,  432 ;  strong  language  used 
bv,  in  moying  for  an  amendment  of  the  king's 
address ;  moUon  lost,  488 ;  sefn^tory  of  staid, 
1782,  480 ;  his  resolution  to  carry  Exn-ke's  Boono- 
mical  Reform  bill,  489,  440 ;  mores  the  repeal  of 
the  statute  asserting  Ireland's  dependence,  447 ; 
has  diifttrences  with  Bhelbume  in  the  negotia- 
tions with  Franklin  for  a  treaty  of  peace,  450 ; 
resigns  his  secretaryship,  ibid. ;  mistake  of,  451 ; 
commencement  of  tho  party  conflict  between 
Pitt  and,  469;  secretary  df  state,  1782,  460; 
excesses  in  gambling,  and  remarkable  elasticity 
of  mind,  Til  105 ;  coalesces  with  lord  North,  ap- 
pointed secrotai7  of  state,  185 ;  re-electea  for 
Westminster ;  unpopularity,  ibid.  ;  his  India  UU  ; 
proposes  to  govern  India  by  ^  board,  187 ;  biU 
carried  in  the  Commons,  138 ;  rejected  by  the 
lonlL  188, 189 ;  tho  king  orders  him  to  giro  up 
his  office,  189 ;  contests  the  seat  for  Westminster ; 
enthusiasm  of  the  duchess  of  Deronshire  in  his 
cause ;  fiuls,  but  takes  his  seat  as  a  Scotch  repre- 
sentative, 144;  considers  France  England's 
natural  foe,  149 ;  denies  that  the  prince  of  Wales 
had  married  tfra.  Fitaherbert.  152;  renounces 
the  prince's  acquaintance  on  xieaxlng  that  such 
really  was  the  case,  158 ;  supports  the  prince's 
claim  to  the  regency,  ibid. ;  m  raptures  on  hear- 
ing of  the  fall  of  the  Bastille,  188 ;  opposes  the 
army  estimates,  186 ;  disputes  with  Burke,  186, 
187 ;  proposes  the  abolition  of  tho  Corporation 
andTMt  acts,  187;  diifers  with  Burke  in  his 
opinion  on  the  new  constitution  of  France,  198, 
19i  ;  which  results  in  a  breach  of  friendship.  194 ; 
amotion  evinced  by,  Urid. ;  favours  the  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade,  812  ;  his  libel  bill ;  difficulty 
of  passing  it  through  the  Lords,  212,  213 ;  at- 
tempts made  by  lord  Loughborough  to  bring 
about  a  coalition  between  Pitt  and,  218;  his 
opinion  of  the  September  massacres,  1792,  231 ;  iov 
of,  at  the  Prussian  retreat,  285  ;  anxiety  for  Louis's 
fate ;  proposes  that  the  national  sense  against  his 
execution  be  mode  known  to  France,  243  ;  Port- 
land and  other  whigs  sepante  from  Fox,  and  join 
Pitt's  party,  245 ;  opposes  Pitt*  s  Indian  Declara- 
tory bul,  1788,  267 ;  opposes  the  policy  of  warring 
with  France,  265,  206 ;  and  the  Traitorous  Cor- 
respondence bill,  267 ;  popularity  of,  in  France, 
270 ;  proposes  that  peace  be  re-established  with 
France,  276  ;  defends  the  duke  of  York  and 
blames  PiU  for  the  Dunkirk  failure,  1793,  288 ; 
speech  of,  on  the  stability  of  the  Jacobin  Bovem- 
ment,  292;  his  Indignation  at  tho  project  of 
assimilating  the  English  and  Seottlsli  laws  on 
sedition  and  leasinf-making,  299 ;  his  indigna- 
tion at  Pitt's  coercive  measures  ;  dreads  tho  ap- 
proach of  absolutism,  324 ;  secedes  from  the  wbjg 
party,  850 ;  again  appears  in  his  place  in  parlia- 
ment, Jan.  1800,  iwO;  desires  peace,  418;  his 
admiratioQ  of  IHtt's  speech.  484 ;  the  khig  refuses 
to  admit  him  to  his  counsels,  1804,  431 ;  secretary 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  1806,  464 ;  tho  king 
becomes  reconciled  to,  465  ;  declining  health  o^ 
460;  died.  Sept  18, 1806,  466,470;  his  last  speech 
in  parliament,  468;  fails  in  obtaining  peace,  468. 
470 ;  buried  with  public  honoun,  Oct.  10,  47Q ; 
rivahy  with  Pitt,  471 

Fox,  Henry,  lord  HoUand,  his  ojdnion  of  the  re- 
bellion of  1745,  vi.  183;  married  the  duke  of 
Richmond's  daughter  clandestinely ;  opposes  tho 
Marriage  act  of  1753. 198  ;  Newcastle  offers  him 
the  secretsarship  of  state  with  the  lead  of  the 
Oommons ;  refuses  them,  198,  199 ;  obtains  a  seat 
in  the  cabinet,  deserting  Pitt,  1754, 200  ;  favours 
the  bringing  over  foreign  troops  for  the  defence 
of  this  country,  212  ;  secretaiy  of  state ;  resigns 
this  office,  Oct,  1756,  217 :  created  lord  Holland, 


kes  40  French  ships  1747,  vL 


1768 ;  reUres  from  public  affairs ;  retaining  his 

office  of  pavmaster.  261 
Pox,  oommooore,  takei 

179 

Francis  I.  of  Austria.    See  Francis  II.  of  Germany. 
Francis  IL  of  Oermsnv,  suooeeds  Leopold  as  king 

of  Hungary.  1792,  viL  217 ;  rules  Lombardy,  886 ; 

welcomes  the  Russians  into  Moravia,  383 ;  joins 

the  coalition  against  France,  ibid. ;  joins  his  army 
'    Austerlita ;   interview  with  NapoleQn ;    ' 


at 


by  the  peace  of  Presbuig,  450 ;  «>u|><»v> 
1792.1806 ;  Francis  I.  of  Austria, 


his 
_         .  — .        r  wnperor 

of  Germany,  1792-1806;  "        

1806-1885,  574 :  viiL  268 

Francis,  John,  his  attempt  on  the  Queen's  life, 
1842,  viii.  497 

Francis,  sir  Philip,  said  to  be  the  author  of  Junius' 
letters,  vL  295 ;  reporta  the  speeches  of  Mansfleld 
and  Chatham,  1770,  301 ;  ^ipolnted  a  member  of 
the  Calcutta  council;  cqyposes  Hastings ;  brings 
charges  of  corruption  against  him,  viL  186 ;  im- 
moralities of;  assumes  the  govemor-gensral's 
Sower  on  hearing  of  Hastings's  resign  atfon,  127 : 
uels  with  Hastings ;  wounded ;  resigns  office ; 
returns  to  England,  130 ;  his  speech  on  our  slli- 
ance  with  France,  149 

Franklin,  Beniamin.  printer  of  the ''Craftsman**; 
convicted  of  libel  for  writing  an  article  therein, 
1731,  vi.  67 ;  opposes  the  pushig  of  the  Stamp 
Act,  1765,  878 ;  recommends  the  Americans  to 
submit  for  awhile,  ibid. ;  examined  by  the  House 
of  Commons  on  the  American  Stamp  Act ;  the 
condition  of  the  North  American  cokmies,  280 ; 
the  temper  of  the  colonista  towards  Great  Britain 
before  1763 ;  the  American  spirit  and  resolution 
never  to  pav  the  stamp  duty,  281 ;  appears  '  ' 
■  for  Mai 


the  lords  of  the  council,  as  agent  : 
setto  ;  insulted  by  them ;  dismissed  his  post  of 
deputy  postmaster-general,  388;  returns  to 
America ;  deprecates  attomptlnff  to  restore  the 
intoresto  between  England  and  America,  353 : 
but  still  shrinks  from  war,  354 ;  his  oonferonee 
with  lord  Howe ;  despatched  to  Paris  to  procure 
a  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  French  court;  lands 
in  France,  Dec  8,  1776 ;  presento  a  memorial  to 
count  de  Vergennes,  878;  his  reception  in  the 
Parisian  court  circles ;  bis  influence  upon  the 
national  thou^1^S73  ;  besieged  by  applications 
to  recommend  officers  for  the  American  service, 
877 ;  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Slates, 
May,  1779;  entrusts  Paul  Jones  with  the  com- 
mand of  an  expedition  against  the  British  coasts, 
897 ;  his  predictions  of  the  future  of  America, 
422 ;  negotiates  with  Shelbume  and  Fox  for  a 
treaty  of  peace,  449,  450  ;  oue  of  the  commis- 
sioners for  settling  the  articles  of  peace  be- 
tween England  and  America;  signs  tho  pre- 
liminaries, Nov.  30, 1783, 457  ;  recommends  amity 
between  England  and  America,  460 

Fraaer,  John.    See  Mac  Ivor. 

Fnucer,  general,  repulsed  at  Alexandria,  1807,  viL 
485 

Frederick,  prince  of  Wales ;  his  income  dependent 
upon  the  will  of  his  Ikthor,  George  II.,  vl.  58. 
69 ;  his  arrival  in  England,  1738 ;  lUls  in  ob- 
taining princess  Wllhehnlna  of  Prussia  in  mar- 
riage, 61 ;  his  popularity ;  marries  the  princess  of 
Saxe-Gotha,  Apru  27, 1736,  84 ;  oppooeshis  father ; 
applies  to  parliament  for  an  increase  of  income, 
85 ;  lUls  in  obtaining  it,  ibid. ;  wiU  not  allow  his 
wife  to  be  confined  at  Hampton  Court ;  hurries 
her  to  St  James's,  ibid. ;  where  she  gives  birth  to 
a  girl ;  the  king's  anger  at  his  conduct ;  ho  is 
banished  ftom  St  James's ;  removes  to  Norfolk 
House,  1737,  86;  his  popularity  increases,  ibid.  ; 
Us  mother  reftises  to  see  him  on  her  dying  bed, 
i5u2. ;  his  sonGeotge  Augustus  (afterwards  Oooige 
III.)  bom.  May  25,  1738,  91 ;  his  apparent  recon- 
ciliation with  his  father,  108 ;  his  death,  March 
20,  1751.  188 ;  receives  but  few  honoura  at  his 
burial ;  nis  son  George  created  prince  of  Wales  ; 
a  revenue  is  assigned  to  his  widow,  189 :  who  dies 
Feb.  1778,  338 

Frederick  I.  of  Prussia ;  elector  of  Brandenburg ; 
flghto  against  tho  French  at  Fleurua,  v.  120 ;  pre- 
sent at  tne  congress  at  the  Hague,  122 ;  invested 
with  the  Garter,  182,  123;  his  character,  183 ; 
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concludes  a  treaty  with  Maiiborough,  1704,  287 ; 
reigus  1701-1718,  47S 

FrodericklL,  king  of  Pnuaia,  lucceods  FrodeHck 
William  I.,  1740,  vl.  102,  465 ;  lays  claim  to  SUesia, 
vi.  105  ;  it  not  being  recognised  he  invades  the 
countnr ;  secxires  the  greater  part  of  it ;  defeats 
general  Neipperg  at  Molwits,  April  10, 1741 ;  his 
conduct  in  the  battle,  100;  again  presses  the 
cession  of  Silesia  ;  bis  demand  refused ;  and  the 
Aiistrians  receive  a  second  defeat  from  him,  May 
17, 1742 ;  enters  into  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain 
and  Hungary,  107;  overruns  Bohemia^  112 ;  treaiy 
between  George  II.  and,  concluded  at  Westmin- 
ster, Jan.  10, 1756,  215 ;  his  power  as  a  king ;  sud- 
denly commences  war,  ibid. ;  takes  Dresden,  Sept 
10 ;  blockados  Pima ;  sparse  the  picture  gallery  at 
Dnsden ;  obtains  possession  of  the  State  pajMrs ; 
defeatsthe  Austriansatliosowitz,  Oct  1 ;  Plrnasur- 
rendors ;  retires  into  winter  quarters,  216 ;  receives 
200,0001.  from  the  British  government,  1757,  210; 
commences  his  second  campaign,  April ;  his  cha- 
racter ;  marches  into  Bohemia :  defeats  the  Aus- 
trians  in  the  battle  of  Prague,  May  6 ;  bombards 
Prague ;  defeated  by  the  Austrian  marshal  Daun 
at  the  battle  of  Kolin,  June  17,  228 ;  defoatsprince 
de  Soubise  at  Rosbodi,  Nov.  5,  and  prince  CAiarles 
de  Lorraine  at  Leuthen,  Doc.  5,  231 ;  a  subsidy  of 
670,000L  voted  to,  by  the  British  government, 
282 ;  defeats  the  Russians  at  Zomdorf,  Aug.  25, 
1758,  288  ;  popularity  of;  among  the  English, 
ibid. ;  suxprised  by  uie  Austrians  ;  his  presence 
of  mind  saves  the  troops,  284 ;  defeated  by  the 
Russians  at  Kunersdorf ;  wins  the  victories  of 
Legnits  and  Torgau,  240  ;  his  unsuccessful  cam- 
poign ;  writes  to  Pitt,  who  promises  the  king's 
support,  250 ;  Bute  refuses  him  his  subsidy,  254 ; 
snooeoded  by  Frederick  William  II.,  1786,  465 

Frederick  IV.  of  Denmark,  16M-17S0,  v.  476,  vi. 
466;  his  conquests,  and  contest  with  Cluuies 
XII.  vi.  27 

Frederic  A' I.  of  Denmark,  crown  prince ;  refuses 
the  demands  of  the  English  envoy,  vii.  490  ;  de- 
clares war  against  Great  Britain,  491 ;  ascends 
the  throne,  1808,  575 ;  present  at  the  Vienna 
congress,  viU.  42 

Frederick  William  I.  of  Prussia,  1718-1740,  v.  475, 
vl.  465 ;  wars  against  Charles  XII.,  1715,  vl.  27 ; 
died  May  81, 1740, 102 

Frederick  William  II.  of  Prussia.  1786-1797,  vi. 
465;  vil.  574;  succeeds  Frederick  the  Great, 
150 ;  interviews  with  the  emperor  of  Germany  ; 
they  issue  the  declaration  of  Pllnite,  207 ;  sur- 
render of  Mayence  to,  179^  282 ;  obtains  a  subsidy 
from  England,  811 ;  his  Polish  raid,  1794,  814, 
315 

Frederick  William  ITT.  of  Prussia  succeeds  Frede- 
rick Wmiam  IT.,  1797,  vii.  574;  takes  the  part 
of  Orange  against  France,  160, 151 ;  his  wavering 
condtict :  joins  Fiance,  1805,  450 ;  bribed  into 
hostilities  with  Britain,  471 ;  \measiness  of  his 
ties  with  France,  472;  commands  the  Prussian 
armies,  1806.  475 ;  defeated  at  Jena«  476,  477 ; 
rejects  Napoleon's  overtures  for  pence,  482 ;  con- 
cludes an  alliance  with  Russia^  561;  his  meet- 
ing with  Alexander  at  Leiprig,  1818,  565 ;  pre- 
sent at  the  Vienna  congress,  1815,  viii.  42 

Freemnntlo,  captain,  his  account  of  and  conduct 
at  the  battle  of  Copenhagen,  1801,  vii.  403-405 

Frere,  J.  H.  writer  in  the  "Anti-Jacobin,"  vii.  845 ; 
British  ambassador  in  Spain  ;  advises  Moore 
to  advance  on  Madrid,  vii.  505 

Freron  aids  in  massacring  the  Toulonese.  1798.  viL 
291 

Friodland,  battle  of.  June  14, 1807,  vii  487 

Friend,  sir  John,  trial  of,  v.  191 

Fuenterabid  captured  by  the  French,  1719,  vl.  87 

Fuentcs,  count  do,  ordered  to  leave  liondon,  1762, 
Ti.  254 

Thientes  de  Onoro,  battle  of.  May  5, 1811,  vii.  588 

¥\xtieU,  his  paintings,  vlli.  151, 152 


Gaoc,  general,  supersedes  Hutchinson  as  governor 
of   Mnssnchusctts :  appointed  the  colonial  com- 
mander-in-cbief,  1774,  vi.  344  ;  coldly  received  at 
Boston ;  fortifies  Bcstcu  isthmus,  ibid. ;  orders 
VOL.  Yin. 


a  detachment  to  destroy  the  military  'stovw  at 
Concord,  848  ;  oifeni  pardon  to  all  on  certain  con- 
ditions, excepting  Hancock  and  8.  Adams,  856 ; 
called  home,  860 

Gainsborough,  Thomas,  exhibits  at  the  Royal 
Academy,  1769,  viL  71 ;  portrait  and  landscape 
painter,  78 ;  his  merits  and  excellencies,  78,  74 

Gfdiasoniere^  admiral  La ;  engages  Byng,  1756,  vL 

Gait,  John,  died  1880 ;  his  novels,  vUL  467 

Galway,  lord ;  he  is  defeated  by  the  F^ch  and 
Spaniards  on  the  plains  of  AlmanB^  v.  880 ;  placed 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Jjords  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  his  proceedings  in  Spain,  868 

Galway  surrenders  to  GlnkeU,  v.  128 

Gambler,  admiral  lord,  commands  the  ezpeditloii 
sgainst  Copenhagen,  1807,  viL  490 ;  oommanda 
the  expeditian  against  the  French  in  Aix  road^, 
1809 ;  fklls  to  assist  heartily  his  saboidinate 
oflBcer,  lord  Cochrane ;  tried  by  court  martial 
and  aoQulttod,  510 ;  British  oonunlasioiier  for 
eonduding  the  peace  of  Ghent,  vllL  19 

Game  Liws,  viiL  70,  71 

Gaming  in  Anne's  reign,  v.  428,  429 ;  In  those  of 
George  I.  and  IL,  vii  108.  104-106 

Ganganelli.    See  Clement  XIV. 

Gaols,  inquhy  bito  the  state  of  the,  17S9,  1780,  tL 
68 ;  the  fkaud  and  extortfcn  of  the  wardens  of 
the  Fleet;  shocking  case  of  cruelty  towaids 
captain  Macpheadris  by  Bamtaridge,  64;  the 
horrors  of  the  Marshalaea  prison.  65 ;  public  at- 
tention drawn  to  the  state  of  thflL  by  Howard, 
vii  117,  118 ;  state  of  prisons  in  England  and 
Scotland,  viii  870,  871 

Ganit»  his  visit  to  ^kmd,  1791, 1792,  vii  209,  210 

Gardiner,  colonel,  killed  at  Preston  Pans,  1745,  vi. 
180 ;  I>r.  Doddridfle's  account  of  his  death,  ibid, 

Garrick  improves  tne  tone  of  the  stage,  v.  420 ;  his 
Shaksperean  acting,  vii.  99, 100 

Gas,  Pall  Mall  lighted  by,  1807 ;  its  introduction 
has  considerable  influence  in  preventing  crime ; 
opposition  shown  to  it  by  the  nartixans  of  the 
persons  employed  in  the  whale  fisheries,  viii.  66 

Gasoolgne,  general,  moves  for  a  diminution  in  the 
number  of  parliamentary  members,  viii.  276 

Gastanga,  marquis  of,  governor  of  the  Netherlands ; 
represents  Charles  ofSpaln  at  the  Hague  congress, 
1691,  V,  122 

Gates,  general  in  the  United  States  army,  vi.  879 ; 
encamps  on  Behmus'  heights ;  compels  Biugoyno 
to  yield  with  the  honours  of  war,  1777,  380 

GawUghur  taken  by  the  British,  Dec.  15, 1808,  vii 
460 

Gay,  author  of  the  Beggar's  open,  v.  424 

Gaza  surrendered  to  the  French,  March  25, 1799, 
vii  879 

Gazi  Hassan  reststs  the  Russians ;  capitan  pasha, 
vi  326 

General  warrants,  debates  on  the  I^ality  c^; 
oflUcers  dismissed  for  voting  their  illegality,  vt 
287-269,  272 

Genoa,  annexation  of,  to  Franco,  1805,  vii  440,  441 

Gentleman,  country,  character  and  description  of, 
the  temp.  William  and  Anne,  v.  868-856,  410, 
411  ;  temp.  George  III.  viii.  118 

Gentleman's  magadne  started  by  Oav«,  1731,  vii  84 

George  of  Demuark  marries  queen  Anne,  1689,  v. 
98 ;  votes  for  the  Occaaianal  Conformity  uU,  268  ; 
lord  high  admiral,  833 ;  died  Oct  1708,  838 

George  I.,  elector  of  Hanover,  1698,  v.  241 ;  re- 
fuses to  co-operate  with  Marlborough,  807  ;  be- 
comes heir-apparent  on  the  death  ofhis  mother, 
the  princess  Sophia ;  bom  May  28,  1660,  899 ; 
procudmod  king  on  the  death  of  queen  Anne, 
1714 ;  lands  at  Greenwich,  Sept.  18,  vi  2  ;  per- 
sonal appearance  and  character,  ibid. ;  Sopliia, 
princess  of  Zell,  and  the  Kflnigamark  tragedy,  8  ; 
his  account  of  an  eariy  impression  as  king  of 
England,  4 ;  coronation  of,  Oct  20 ;  opens  hia 
first  parliament  March  17,  1715,  5;  speech  on 
adiouming  parliament,  6;  speech  on  opening 
parliament,  1716, 19 ;  refuses  to  see  lady  Nithls- 
dale's  petition ;  appealed  to  for  mercy  towards  tho 
rebel  lords ;  his  power  to  pardon  affirmed,  20  ; 
leaves  for  Germany;  his  awkward  position  as 
Mng  of  England,  26,  27 ;  his  hostili^  towards 
S  8 
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RuMla :  jMlousy  of  his  aon,  96 ;  dhrnniwam  Towns- 
hend  his  secrataiyship ;  offers  him  the  lord 
UeuteosDcy  of    Ireland,  ibid. ;  annotincementa 

'  on  opening  parlisment,  1717,  of  the  triple  alli- 
anoe,  aadOyllenbeiY's arrest,  S9 ;  quarrels  with 
the  prince  or  Wales,  32 ;  qpeech  on  opening  parlia- 
mMit,  1718,  S5 ;  recommends  the  settling  of  the 
peerage  question,  37,  38 ;  recommends  the  oon- 

'slderation  of  the  national  debts,  40;  dissuaded 
from  going  to  Hanover,  1782.  48  ;  James*  proposal 
to,  4# ;  announces  the  treafy^  c^  Hanover,  172S, 
&5 ;  speech  at  closing  the  session,  1727  ;  sets  out 
for  Hanover,  June  8 ;  dies  on  his  journey,  June 
10,  5« 
George  IL,  his  father's  jealousy  of  him,  1716, 
vL  28 ;  appointed  guardian  of  the  realm  during 
Georae  l/s  absence  in  Hanover,  Und. ;  quarrels 
with  his  father,  1717,  82,  33  ;  banished  from  the 

'  royal  residence  ;  sets  up  an  opposition  court  at 
Leicester  House ;  the  earl  of  Berkeley  makes  a 

■  proposal  to  Geoxge  I.  to  seise  him  and  carry  him 
to  America,  33 ;  governor  of  a  Welsh  copper  com- 
pany, 41 ;  succeeds  his  father  to  the  tnrone  of 
Bnglaad,-  June,  1727,  57;  R  Walpole  obtains 
a  confirmation  ol  his  power  through  queen 
Caroline's  influence,  and  by  bribing  the  king,  58 ; 
the  civil  4ist  revenue  settled  on  mm  as  income, 
Md. ;  his  son,  Frederick,  prince  of  Wales,  depen- 
dent upon  him  for  his  inoome.  58,  59 ;  fought  at 
Oudenarde  and  Dettingen  ;  innuenceoiif  the  queen 
over,  59 ;  conduct  of,  towards  the  prince  of  Wales, 
61 ;  remaricsonopeninff  parliament,  1732  ;  strikes 
Pulteney's  name  off  fiie  privy  council  Kst,  t$ ; 
determined  to  stand  by  WiJpole,  70;  speech  on 
opening  parliament,  1734,  71,  72;  his  warlike 
desires,  72 ;  visits  Hanover ;  returns  to  England, 
Oct.  22,  1735,  77  ;  his  unpopularity  ;  pasqiiinade 
on,  84 ;  returns  to  England,  Dec.  1736 ;  quarrels 
with  his  son,  85 ;  banishes  him  from  St  James' 
palace,  86  ;  illness  of  the  queen ;  and  death,  Nov. 
20,  1737,  86-88 ;  his  flrrief,  87,  88 ;  the  birth  of 
George  III.  ezcitee  m  him  a  stronger  jealousy 
towurds  his  son,  91 ;  announces  the  convention 
with  Spain  on  opening  parliament,  1739,  94 ;  calls 
upon  parliament  for  support  against  Spaui,  96 ; 
speech  to  parliament,  1740, 101  ;  goes  to  Hanover, 
1741 ;  oondudes  a  treaty  of  neutrality  without  his 
ministers' knowledge,  103 ;  exults  at  the  results  of 
his  mediation  between  Hungary  and  Prussia,  107 ; 
reconciled  to  his  son,  whom  he  admits  to  court, 
108 ;  national  jealousy  roused  by  his  taking 
Hanoverian  troops  into  English  pay,  109:  pro- 
rogues {wrliament;  lends  his  army  to  Maria 
Theresa ;  departs  for  Germai^,  110 ;  Joins  his 
army,  June  19,  1743  ;  commands  the  rear  guard  ; 
his  gallantry ;  gains  the  battle  of  Dettingen,  June 
27 ;  and  expels  the  French  from  Germany ;  his 
enthusiastic  reception  in  England,  111 ;  restrained 
from  leaving  England,  1744,  112 ;  returns  from 
Hanover,  Aug.  31, 1745,  137  ;  Andrew  Drummond 
becomes  his  private  banker,  158 ;  refuses  to 
nominate  Pitt  secretary  at  war,  179 ;  speech  on 
opening  poriiament,  1747, 181 ;  deatii  of  the  prince 
of  Wsies,  March  20,  1751,  188;  his  grandson 
assumes  the  title ;  desires  the  duke  of  CXunbcr- 
land  to  be  sole  regent,  189;  asks  for  increased 
forces,  201 ;  goes  to  Hanover ;  ministerial  difficul- 
ties about  suDsidies,  208 ;  his  address  ;  supported 
by  Hamilton  and  Fox ;  opposed  by  Pitt,  210 ; 
introduces  Hessian  troops  for  England's  defence, 
212 ;  speech  of,  1756 ;  forms  a  treaty  with  Frederick 
of  Prussia,  214,  215 ;  different  tone  of  speech, 
1756 :  his  real  opinions,  218  ;  asks  parliament  for  a 
subsidv  to  Prussia,  219;  attempts  made  to  dupe, 
220;  his  strong  dislike  to  Pitt  and  Temple ;  fails 
to  form  a  nmiistry.  221 ;  finally  compelled  to 
accept  the  Pitt  administration,  222 ;  his  anger  at 
the  duke  of  Cumberland,  229;  refuses  to  ratify 
the  convention  of  Closter-Seven,  231:  recom- 
mends a  Prussian  subsidy,  232 ;  death  of,  Oct.  25, 
1760,  240 
George  III.  bom  May  24,  O.  8.  1738,  vi.  91 ;  attains 
his  minority;  entreats  not  to  be  separated  from 
his  motiier,  216 ;  lord  Bute  Is  made  his  groom  of 
the  stole,  217  ;  succeeds  George  II.  aa  kins,  1760 ; 
his  conduct  on  hearing  of  his  father's  death,  241 ; 


obaracter  and  education,  242,  248  ;   Bote's  ia- 
fluence  over,  244;  opens  parilamont,  Nov.   1^ 
Wd. ;    his    speech ;    the  Oommotxs    votA    hia 
£800.000;    his    enthusiastic    receptioin    by   the 
"ptooM ;  policy  of  his  reign,  245 ;  reootnmonds  aa 
act  for  securing  the  indraendenoe  uf  Jiidgeo,  246 : 
marriage  projects  ;  his  choice  tells  upon  princess 
Chariotte  of  Mecklenburg-Strelitx,  247 ;  whom  he 
marries.  Sept  8, 1761 ;  her  character  and  appear- 
ance, 248 ;  coronation.  Sept  22,  349 ;  giyna  Rtt  a 
pension,  252 ;  promises  a  vigarous  prosecutian  ct 
the  war,  253 ;  resolves  on  war  with  Spain,  254 : 
speech  of,  1762, 256 ;  Bute  attempts  to  uphold  the 
principle  of  prerogative,  260 ;  speech  on  fixe  peace, 
1763,  and  its  advantages,  261,  362;   deaixvs   fe> 
govern  and  form  a  ministry  of  his  own,  264  ;  his 
sensittveneas  on  the  general  warnuits  queetion, 
268 ;  orders  Conway  and  others  voting  »(^utoMt  th* 
ministry  to  be  dismissed  their  ofioes,  200  ;  flhi^ii 
oif  275;  his  indignation  at  the  coodoct  of  Im 
ministers  in  the  Regency  bill  matter  induces  him 
to  offer  Pitt  the  premiership ;  Pitfs  terma,  376; 
Temple  persuades  Pitt  to  break  off  the  negotia- 
tions :  his  diegust  at  the  conduct  of  Granville  and 
Bedford,  277;   orders    the    suppreasian    of    the 
American  disturbances,  279 ;  his  right  to  make 
laws  for  the  colonies  declared,  282;   expreesea 
himself  as  being  now  for  and  now  ogainst  the 
repeU  of  the  Stamp  act,  283 ;  seeks  Pitt's  advice 
as  to  a  new  ministry,  285  ;  urges  Pitt's  expulsitA 
from  {wrliament  292 ;  Junius  address  to  ;  speech 
on   proroguing  parliament,  1769 ;   his    graciers' 
speech  on  openmg  parliament.  1770,  SCO  ;  offers 
North  the  lord  oommisskmerahip  of  me  troasurv. 
305 ;  speech,  1768,  on  North  American  prooeedini^ 
808;   address  and  remonstrance  of  the  city  <.if 
London  to,  314,  315 ;  his  harsh  reply,   314  ;    a 
second  remonstrance  presented  to,  by  Beckford, 
with  a  speech  ;  no  intimation  having  previoxi^y 
been  given  he  is  at  a  loss  what  to  do,  315  :  his  is- 
dignslion  at  the  lord  mayor's  charging  a  Houk  <4 
Commons'  officer  with  assault  fen*  arresting  Miller, 
a  printer,  317 :   speech  on  opening  the  aeesion, 
I7i  0, 328 ;  imprisonment  of  his  sister  the  queen  i^ 
Denmark ;   ootains   her  release,    330 ;   requests 
parliament  to  amend  the  laws  respecting  royal 
marriages,  880,  331 ;  message  to  parliament  an 
the  Boston  outrages,  838 ;  his  letter  to   North 
favouring   military  measures   against  America, 
339 ;  speech,  1774,  345 ;  his  answer  to  a  remon- 
strance presented  by  Wilkes,  348  ;  his  estimate  a£ 
the   value  of  addresses ;   speech,  1775,  on  the 
American  war,  359 ;  the  petition  of  coc^freas  to, 
rejected,  360 ;  his  opinion  of  Chatham's  qxec^ 
advising  a  cessation  of  hostilitiea  vritfa  America, 
876;    speech,    1777,    880;    announces   a   treaiy 
between  France  and  America,  and  withcbawol  of 
the  British  minister  from  ParisL  387 ;  his  surprise 
at  Chatham's  being  buried  with  public  hoooui9, 
390 ;  rejoices  at  the  r^ection  of  Burice's  eoouo- 
mical  rof orm  biU,  405 ;  takes  measures  f<Mr  repress- 
ing the  riots  of  1780,  408 :    holds  a  councU  to 
explain  the  riot  act ;  his  opinion  of  the  right  ccn- 
struction,  409 ;  gives  his  claims  on  St  BustaUus 
to    the   army    and    navy,    420 ;    inconsistency 
of  his   speech,   1781,   431,   432;   his  hatred   of 
Fox,  432,  433 ;  his  reply  to  the  address  praying 
for    a    discontinuance   of   the   war,   484,   435 : 
his     dislike    of    having    the    oppoaitkn     lor 
his   ministen,   435;   compelled    to  change   hi* 
ministera,  435,  436 ;  recommends  economical  re- 
form, 440 ;  expresses  his  concern  at  the  discoo- 
tent  in  Ireland,  446 ;  appoints  Shelbume  to  the 
lordship  of  the  Treosuzy,  450 ;  apcoch^  1783,  sn- 
noundng  the  independence  of  America,  4.^S :  Ida 
alleged  incivility  towards  Jefferson  and  Adams, 
460 ;  Jefferson's  testimonv  to  this  effect,  461,  and 
that  of  Adams  to  the  contrary,  462  ;  fond  of  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  viL  18 ;   chosen  patron  of  the 
Royal  Academy,  70  ;  patronixes  West ;  his  delight 
in  Wesf  8  pictures,  74,  75 ;  remarks  on  India, 
1782,  136,  137;  his  dislike  to  Fox's  India  bUl, 
137,  138 ;  dismisses  the  coalition  ministry,  139 ; 
his  firmness  in  retaining  the  Pitt  ministry,  141, 
142 ;   speech.   1786,    147 ;   announces   tlie  oran- 
mercial  treaty  with  Fran^  148 ;  speech,  1787, 
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puUic  rejoidng ;  hia  gratitude  to  Pitt  for  bto 
firm  attifcohment,  156 ;  apeech,  1788,  IM :  speech, 
1790, 184, 1S5 ;  his  ooldnesa  towards  lUleyrKod, 
S09;  pAdflo  speech,  1798,  210 ;  dismisses  the  lord 
chsncellnr,  Loufl^borou^^,  213 ;  royal  proclamS' 
tion  sgainat  seditious  writings,  314 ;  speech,  1792. 
216;  smech,  Dec  1798,  287;  reconciled  to  lord 
Loughborough,  84d;  his  popularity;  calibre  of 
his  mind,  848,  249;  asks  for  increased  foroes, 
1706,  862 ;  padiament's  address  to,  252,  253  ;  an- 
nounces  FrsDce's  declaration  of  war  against 
Britain,  864 ;  neeofa,  1793.  881 ;  aneodote  ^,  and 
LouffhboiDUgfa  s  oonstructiTe  treason,  308 ;  objects 
to  tus  son's  remoTsl  from  his  military  command, 
318.  313 ;  speech,  1794, 316, 817 ;  cuts  WUberforce, 
818;  orders  lord  Mahnesbuiy  to  demand  the 
princess  Cscoline  for  the  prince  of  Wales,  818, 
319  ;  speech,  1796,  319 ;  assaUed  by  the  mob ;  his 
courage,  383 ;  holds  aooundl  to  provide  a  remedy 
for  the  money  panic,  1797,  388 ;  speech,  1797, 
885;  speech,  1798;  congratulates  the  nation  on 
the  Tictory  (A  the  Nile,  358;  speech.  Nov.  1798 ; 
remarics  on  the  volunteers  and  the  Irish  Union, 
360;  speech,  1799,  369;  penilcious  effects  of  his 
reaiataace  to  the  propoeed  union  witiii  Ireland, 
370 ;  expresses  his  satisfaction  at  the  meBsure, 
871 ;  remarks  on  the  completion  of  the  Union, 
376;  speech,  July,  1799,  888:  speech,  1801,  898; 
opposes  any  oonoessions  to  Catholics,  J398.  899 ; 
again  attacked  b7  insanil^,  400,  401 ;  attributes 
ito  cause  to  Pitt's  conduct  401 ;  speech,  1802, 
xUludes  to  France's  encroachments,  417;  Dea- 
pard's  oonapiraoy  for  killing ;  messsge  to  parlia- 
ment for  calling  out  the  militia,  428;  reviews  the 
volunteers,  Oct.  1808,  489;  another  attack  of 
insanity,  Feb.  18  to  April,  1804,  430;  refuses 
Pitt's  request  for  an  aiuninistraaon  on  a  broad 
basis,  but  offers  him  the  premiership  imder 
certain  prescribed  limitations,  which  Pitt  accepts, 
Kay,  1804 ;  opposes  catholic  emancipation,  431 ; 
curious  incident  in  reading  his  speech  on  pro- 
roguing parUsment,  1804 ;  indications  of  a  new 
grand-aUianoe,  486  ;  Napoleon's  letter  to,  487 ; 
oesirea  Grenville  to  form  a  minlstrv,  463:  re< 
quires  a  pledge  of  the  Grenville  ministry  which 
causes  them  to  resign,  478,  479 ;  opposes  the 
Roman  Catholic  enli^ment  bill.  479 ;  ^rmpathy 
of  %hib  people  with,  on  account  of  his  infirmities ; 
neariymid,  480,  481 ;  speech,  1807,  487  ;  speech, 
1808,  498,  493 ;  hia  hifi^  opinion  of  Wellington, 
585;  celebration  of  ''The  Jubttee,"  the  fiftieth 
year  of  hia  reign,  526 ;  speech,  1810 ;  alludes  to 
the  Peninsular  war,  588 ;  the  distressing  condi- 
tion of  his  daughter  Innngs  on  hia  last  attack  of 
insanity,  Oct  1810,  538 ;  death  of,  Jan.  19, 1880, 
vULllO 
Geoige  IV.  bom  Aug.  18, 1768,  vi.  876 ;  introduced  to 
the  House  of  Peers,  1788 ;  Carlton  House  aaaigned 
him  as  a  residence,  vii.  137 :  his  income,  151 ; 
embarrassed  by  debts ;  marries  Mrs.  Fitsherbert, 
158 ;  hia  claims  to  the  Regency  disputed,  153, 
154 ;  Pitt'a  propositian  for  restricting  his  power 
as  r^ent,  154 ;  his  first  speech  in  parliainent, 
214;  the  Princess  Caroline  of  Brunswick  de- 
manded in  marriage  for  him,  818,  319 ;  her  cha- 
racter, arrival  in  England,  and  meeting  with  the 
Prince;  they  are  married,  April  8,  1795,  319; 
Ctooroe  III.  causes  an  inquiry  to  be  made  aa  to 
the  Frinceaa'a  conduct,  465 ;  re-appointed  Rogont, 
Feb.  5,  1811,  534,  535 ;  restriction  on,  about  to 
expire ;  his  letter  as  to  the  choice  of  a  nunistiy, 
539 ;  his  character,  540 ;  the  formation  of  the 
liverpool  ministxy,  541,  548;  declaration  of,  on 
the  American  war,  viii.  4,  5;  ineech,  1814,  15; 
meaaage  to  parliament,  1815,  27;  hia  impopu- 
lari^,  54  ;  speech,  1817,  on  the  state  of  the 
counfary;  outraged;  parUament  addresses  him 
on  the  subject,  78 ;  speech,  1817,  84 ;  serious  ill- 
ness of,  94  ;  hia  dissension  with  his  daughter,  94, 
95;  causes  of  his  gloom;  opens  parliament  by 
commission,  95 ;  dissolves  parliament,  1818,  98 ; 
speech,  1818,  09 ;  speech,  1819,  on  the  state  of 
the  oountzy,  108 ;  his  satisfMstlon  with  the  con- 


duct of  those  who  put  down  the  Maaohester 
reform  meeting ;  hia  reply  to  the  London  address, 
106 :  quiet  transition  from  one  reign  to  another, 
110 ;  patronises  Naah,  145 ;  preaents  the  Phiga- 
leian  marUea  to  the  nation,  150 ;  speech,  1820, 
alludea  to  the  Cato<«treet  conapiracy,  159;  the 
queen  Caroline  debate,  162, 163  ;  the  queen  inti- 
matea  her  intention  to  come  to  England,  163 ;  his 
desire  tux  divorce,  and  to  have  the  oueen  tried 
for  high  treason ;  ma  differenoea  with  nia  oal^et, 
163, 164 ;  the  ministerial  propoaiti<»ia  agreed  to, 
164 ;  preparea  for  hia  coronation,  164, 165 ;  opens 
parlijunent  in  person,  and  leavea  the  aettling  of 
hia  revenuea  vn  its  disposal,  165 ;  the  oueon's 
loumey  towards  and  arrival  in  Engiano,  165, 
166;  message  of,  to  parliament  and  the  green 
bag  ormtaimng  papers  concemmg  the  q 


papers  concerning  the  queen's 
conduct^  whlcE  is  laid  before  pariiament ;  Can- 
ning (for  government)  and  Brougham  vtadicate 
their  reapectivo  conduct  in  the  affair  of  queen 
Caroline,  166,  167;  oonferencee  for  averting  a 
public  pioceedmg;  theae  nogotlationa  fail,  167, 
168 ;  Canning  aenda  in  hia  raaijamatlon,  but  the 
king  insiata  on  his  retaining  omce ;  acNoret  com- 
mittee appointed,  and  the  oonaequenoe  of  their 
report  ia  that  a  bill  of  Paina  and  Penalties  is 
brought  againat  the  queen ;  her  trial  commenced 
Aug.  7, 1880, 168 ;  awarm  of  addreaaea  preaonted 
to  the  aueen,  168,  169 ;  Brougham'a  defence ; 
Denman  a  b(^  and  unmeasured  language,  170, 
171 ;  motions  for  the  second  and  thud  reading 
carried,  and  abandonment  of  the  Ull  of  Penalties, 
178 ;  the  national  rejoicing  thereat,  ibUL  ;  discua- 
alona  in  the  next  aeaaion  on  the  queen'a  affairs : 
ahe  aocepto  a  60,0001.  annuity,  and  all  general 
interest  in  her  oeaaca,  178 ;  the  Ung'a  coronation, 
July  19, 1831, 173, 174 ;  the  queen  vainly  attempU 
to  be  present  at  the  ceremonial ;  ahe  diea,  Aug. 
7  ;  the  idng  aaila  for  Dublin,  Aug.  1 ;  the  paaaage 
of  the  queen'a  remaina  through  the  city  to  Bruna- 
wick  cauaee  a  riot ;  Cunning  having  resigned,  the 
king  refuaea  to  allow  of  hia  re-adnSssion  into  the 
cabmet,  174  ;  speech,  1822,  on  Irish  outrage  and 
agricultural  distress,  178  ;  embarks  at  Greenwich 
for  Scotland,  Aug.  10, 1S22 ;  lands  at  Leith,  Aug. 
18 ;  his  cordial  reception,  179 ;  speech,  1824w  188 ; 
his  manifesto,  184  ;  fails  to  obtain  Caiuiings  dis- 
miBsal ;  foreign  influence  upon  the  king ;  speech, 
1825 ;  recosmzes  the  South  American  republics, 
185 ;  speeches  of,  illustrative  of  the  sudaonnesa 
of  the  money  panic  of  1825, 105 ;  his  difficult  In 
choosing  a  new  ministry,  804 ;  his  unroserved- 
ness  inialking  of  State  affairs,  806^  807 ;  his  oom- 
passLon  for  Canning's  ill-health,  208 ;  his  share  in 
the  negotiations  preceding  Canning's  premier- 
ship, 211 ;  desires  Wellington  to  form  a  ministiy. 
827 ;  speech,  1828,  228,  229 ;  refuaea  to  acquiesce 
in  tiie  emancipation  of  Roman  Catholics ;  gives 
a  reluctant  conaent  to  a  paaaage  to  that  effect  in 
his  apeech;  speech,  1889,  287;  diamiaaea  the 
Wellington  ministry,  but  foreseeing  the  diffl< 
culties  of  forminganother,  he  recalls  it,  238 ;  his 
interviews  with  Eldon,  240,  241 ;  speech,  1830, 
342:  iUness  of;  his  death,  June  26,  1880;  his 
position  in  life  and  character,  243 

Geirmaine,  lord  George  Saekville ;  present  at  Minden ; 
unable  tounderstand  prince  Ferdinand's  moaaagea; 
tried  by  court  marual ;  declared  unfit  for  any 
military  post,  vi.  236  ;  aecretary  of  state,  1775- 
1782,  360,  469;  approves  of  Comwallfs's  severity 
in  America,  428 ;  rofusea  to  aign  any  treaty  giring 
independence  to  America;  retires  from  office; 
created  a  peer,  484 

Oertruydenberg  taken  by  Dumouriea,  1793,  vli.  271 

Ghent  surrendera  to  If  arlborough,  1706,  v.  310 ;  to 
the  Fronch,  1708,  385 ;  retaken  by  the  Alllea,  888 

Ghent,  pacification  of,  Nov.  8,  157&  v.  885 ;  peace 
of,  Dec  24, 1814,  vii.  581 ;  viU.  1 ;  it  condudeathe 
war  with  America,  19 

Ghorka  war,  1814,  1815,  viii.  215 

Ghuanee.  siege  and  capture  of,  by  the  Britiah,  1889, 
viiL  452,  453 ;  recaptured,  459 

Gibbon,  Edmund,  a  member  of  parliament,  1774,  vi. 
348 ;  deacribes  a  scene  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
«5u2. ;  his  experience  of  club  life  in  London,  vli. 
104 
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Gibbe,  axchitact  of  St  Mitrtin's  in  the  Fiolds,  v.  457 

Gibbs,  counsel  for  Hardy,  1794,  tU.  801 

Gibraltar  taken  by  Rooke  and  Darmstadt,  Aug.  S, 
1704,  T.  291 :  beaioged  by  the  Spaniards  ineffoctu- 
aUy,  1727,  vi  55,  66:  and  again,  1779-82,  410, 
451-4,  456 ;  aiego  ended  by  the  peace,  457 

Gibson,  proceedings  against,  foroMtnicting  a  scru- 
tiny into  an  election,  1751,  vi.  186 

GifTord,  William,  suprorts  the  '*  Anti-Jaoobin,"  vii. 
345 ;  destroys  the  Delia  Cruscan  school  by  his 
"Baviad"  and  "  Hnviad,"  vUi.  117;  edits  the 
••Quarterly  Review,"  127,  128 

Gilbert,  John,  aids  in  constructing  the  Bridgewater 
Canal,  vii.  41 

Gin  Act,  1736,  vi.  78,  79 

Ginkell,  earl  of  Athlone ,'  captures  Atiilone,  June 
30,  1691,  V.  137 :  defeaU  the  Irish,  under  St  Ruth, 
at  the  battie  of  Agfarim,  July  12,  128;  takes 
Limerick,  and  quells  all  opposition  to  William's 
cause,  ibid. ;  accompanies  William  in  his  cam- 
paign of  1695,  178,  el  »ea. 

Girondins,  a  French  political  party,  vii.  206 ;  obtains 
the  administration  of  affairs,  218 ;  dismissed  from 
power,  220 ;   they  desire  a  Republic,  224 :  their 

S9wer  and  policy,  283,  284 ;  they  vote  the  aboli- 
on  of  royalty,  284 ;  and  the  death  of  the  king, 
251 :  insurrection  against  them,  277,  278 ;  its  po- 
litical existence  extinguished,  278 ;  their  triumph 
in  theprovinces,  284 

Girtin,  Thomas,  his  water-colour  paintings,  viii.  165 

Oladsmuir.    See  Preston  Pans. 

Gladstone,  W.  E.,  remarks  of,  on  the  opium  war, 
viii.  445.  446  ;  colonial  secretary,  586 

Glass,  duty  on ;  glass  houses  in  Defoe's  time,  t.  18. 
19 ;  reduction  of  the  duty  on,  1831,  vfii.  271 ;  ana 
repeal,  1845:  important  results  consequent 
thereon,  625,  526 

Glencoe  ;  dislike  of  lord  Breadalbane  towards  the 
HacDonaldfl  of,  v.  183  :  tardy  submission  of  the 
chief  Haclan  to  William's  government,  184; 
letters  of  Dolrymple  concerning  the  extirpation 
of  the  tribe  of,  136 ;  captain  Campbell  despatched 
to,  with  a  troop  of  soldiers,  187 ;  description  of 
the  glen ;  treacheroxis  behaviour  of  Campbell,  188; 
perpetration  of  the  massacre,  Feb.  13, 1692,  189 ; 
inquiries  are  made  into  the  massacre,  140  ;  but 
no  one  is  punished  but  Dalrymple,  who  is  merelv 
dismissed  from  his  secrotMyship,  and  Breadu- 
bane,  who  is  imprisoned  for  a  short  time,  and 
then  pardoned,  141 

Gloucester,  duke  uf,  son  of  princess  Anno,  died  at 
Windsor,  July  80,  1700  ;  system  upon  which  his 
education  was  pursued,  v.  240 

Gloucester,  William,  duke  of;  George  III.'s  brother ; 
bom  1743 ;  married  lady  Waldegrave  privately, 
1766^  vi.  830 

Glynn,  Serjeant  counsel  for  Wilkes,  1763,  vL  S62 ; 
elected  M.P.  for  Middlesex,  1769, 296 

Ooddard,  general,  takes  Ahmedabad  and  Bassein, 
vii.  129 

Goderich,  F.  J.  Robinson,  visooimt ;  treasurer  of 
tiie  navy  and  president  of  the  board  of  trade,  viii. 
158 ;  chancellor  of  the  exchequer ;  his  sanguine 
views  of  the  state  of  the  coimtrv,  1825, 196 ;  socre- 
tarv  of  state  for  war  and  the  colonies,  210 ;  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  government  1827,  224  ;  unable 
to  reconcile  Mr.  Herries  and  Mr.  Huskisson,  he 
resigns,  Jan.  9, 1828,  227 ;  colonial  secretarv,  267 ; 
lord  privy  soal  and  earl  of  Ripon,  1833,  824 ;  re- 
signs, 1834.  344 

Godolphin,  lord,  betrays  the  Brest  expedition  to 
James,  v.  172  ;  implicatod  by  Fenwick  with  hold- 
ing treasonous  correspondence  with  James  II. 
197 ;  made  first  commissioner  of  the  treasury, 
1701,  244 ;  obtains  a  high  place  among  qjieen 
Anne's  councillors,  1702.  259 ;  he  calls  the  Whigs 
into  public  service,  giving  them  the  places  for- 
merly possessed  by  the  "^ries,  289 ;  joins  Marl- 
borough in  insisting  on  Barley's  dismissal  from 
office.  1708,  835 ;  has  to  struggle  for  office  in  op- 
position to  Harley,  849;  Harley  obtaining  the 
upperhand,  Godolphin  is  dismissed  from  office, 
1710,  363 

'jodoy,  prince  of  Alffarves ;  a  favourite  at  the  Spanish 
court,  vii.  495 ;  bis  schemes  against  the  royal 
tamUy,  407,  498  ;  selxed  by  the  IVench,  498 


Godwin,  his  improbable  piopoaal  to  Canning,  vilL 
817 

Goethe  served  In  the  German  anny  in  the  campaign 
of  1792,  viL  285 

Gohier,  a  member  of  the  French  Directory,  tii.  883 ; 
imprisoned  in  the  Luxembourg.  884 

Goldsmith,  Oliver,  his  history  of  Kigland  published, 
1771,  vi.  198  ;  asserts  that  the  Marriage  act  had 
impeded  marriages,  194 

Goodman,  ooDcenied  in  the  Assaaainatioo  plot,  v. 
188:  implicates  Fenwick  with  plotting  against 
William,  196;  tunpered  with,  197 

Goodwin  helps  to  suppress  the  Dorby^ire  insur- 
rection, 1817,  viii.  88 

Gordon,  duke  ot^  holds  EdinbuTffh  castle  in  favotu- 
of  James  II.,  V.  88  ;  refuses  to  fire  on  tiie  town  at 
the  instigation  of  some  partisans  of  Jame*  II., 
90 :  the  castie  issurrendered  by  him,  98 

Gordon,  lord  Gooxge,  president  of  the  Protestant 
Association  ;  his  fknatidsm  against  the  Papists ; 
assembles  60,000  of  his  adherents  at  St  George's- 
fields ;  marches  to  Parliament,  and  presents  his 
petition  to  repeal  the  act  paased  in  favour  of 
Ronnn  Catholics,  1780,  vi.  406,  407 ;  fhun  this 
resulted  the  **  Gordon"  riots,  408-410 ;  committed 
to  the  Tower ;  tried  and  acquitted,  410 

Goree  surrendered  to  the  British.  1758,  vi  882,  SSS 

Gorts,  baron,  plans  an  insurrection  in  England,  vi. 
20 

Gospel  Propagation  Society  established  1701,  v.  60 

Gothic  architecture  and  architects,  1784-1820,  viiL 
141,  142,145 

Gough,  sir  Hugh,  general*  commands  the  British 
land  forces  in  China,  viiL  447;  attacks  Canton, 
447,  448 ;  defeats  the  Mahrattas  at  the  battle  of 
Mahar^jpoor,  1843,  511 ;  advances  to  relieve  Fero- 
■epoor,  544;  with  sir  H.  Hardinge  gains  the 
battie  of  Feroscshar,  544,  545 ;  wins  the  battle  of 
Sobraon,  545 

Goulbum,  Henry,  a  British  commissioner  for  con- 
cluding the  peace  of  Ghent,  viiL  19 ;  dianccUnr 
of  the  exchequer,  264  ;  secretary  <tf  stat«.  354 ; 
his  motion  on  the  London  university,  357:  his 
f^-ee-trade  financial  propositions,  437 

Gower,  earl,  British  minister  at  Paris,  vii.  183 ;  re- 
called, Aug.  1792,  227 

Gramme,  colonel,  employed  to  report  on  the  mar- 
riageable princesses  for  Geoige  III.  vi.  247 

Grafton,  duke  of,  kiUed  in  attacking  Cork,  Oct  9, 
1690,  V.  119 

Grafton,  A.  H.  Fitxroy,'  duke  of,  visits  Wilkes  in  the 
Tower,  v.  262;  secretaiy  of  state,  1765,  vL  278: 
resigns  his  office  on  account  of  Rocldngfaam's 
weak  administration,  1766,  284 :  appointed  first 
lord  of  the  treasury  in  Chatham's  ministry,  1766, 
286 ;  becomes  the  real  minister  during  Chatham's 
iUness,  287  ;  agonised  by  **  Junius'  "  attacks,  296 : 
divorced  from  his  wife ;  marries  the  duchess  of 
Bedford's  niece,  299 ;  resigns  Jan.  28,  1770.  305 ; 
accuses  Hillsborough  of  suppressing  some  of  the 
ooimcil  minutes,  309,  310  ;  first  lord  of  the  trea- 
sury, Aug.  2,  1766  to  Sept  12,  1767;  Doc  1, 1767 
to  Feb.  1770,  321 ;  resigns  his  office  of  privy  soaL 
1775,359 

Graham,  general,  wins  the  battie  of  Barrosa,  1811, 
viL  538  ;  captures  Ban  Sebastiun,  666 

Graham,  sir  James,  first  lord  of  the  admiralty, 
1830,  viii.  267 ;  helps  to  prepare  the  nirliamen- 
tary  reform  bill,  270;  resigns  his  office,  1834, 
344 ;  declines  joining  Peel's  ministry  in  1834,  353 ; 
his  motion  against  the  Queen's  advisers,  443.  445  : 
introduces  his  BUI  for  regulating  labour  in  fac- 
tories; compelled  to  witiidraw  his  education 
clauses,  515 ;  debate  on  the  Bill,  5)5,  516 ;  ulti- 
mately passed,  516 

Grammont,  duke  de,  his  conduct  at  Dettingen, 
1748,  vi.  Ill ;  falls  at  Fontenoy,  1745, 114 

Granada  ceded  to  England,  1782,  vi.  458 

Granby,  marquis  of,  second  in  command  at  Minden, 
1759,  vi.  236 ;  commands  the  British  in  the  cam- 
paign of  1761, 250 ;  commander-in-chief ;  resigns, 
1770,  304 

Grand  Alliance  formed  by  William,  v.  250 

Grandval  plans  a  design  for  assassinating  William, 
V.  151,  152 ;  tried  by  court-martial ;   executed, 
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Grant,  Charloe,  nccretary  for  Ireland,  vUi.  158; 
Jubis  tho  WoUini^ton  minbtr>',  :228;  resigns,  1828, 
*2S4  ;  presidont  of  the  board  of  control,  267 

Grant,  R.,  moves  for  a  regency,  ISdO,  viii.  210; 
judge  advocate  general,  267 

GrauUiani,  lord,  secretary  of  state,  1782,  vL  450, 
460 

Granville,  carl.    See  Carteret 

Grattan,  Henry,  champion  of  Irish  libcrhr;  his 
character,  vi.  444 ;  claims  free  trade  and  legisla- 
tive independence  as  his  country's  right;  sup- 
ports tho  Roman  Catholic  reUef  Ull,  446 :  fails 
twice  in  canying  his  declaration  of  rights.  446  ; 
congratulates  Ireland  in  having  acquired  her 
freedom ;  repeal  of  statute  of  George  I.  asserting 
the  dependence  of  Ireland,  447 ;  national  acknow- 
ledgment to,  448;  speech  on  parliamentary  re- 
form, vii.  361.  362 ;  brings  in  a  bill  for  rep<Mling 
catholic  disQualiflcation,  362 ;  states  that  he  vriU 
not  attend  tne  House  of  Commons,  364  ;  returned 
member  for  WlcUow,  Jan.  1800;  his  orations 
against  tho  Union,  373-375:  duels  with  Mr. 
Cony,  873,  874;  his  last  speech  in  favour  of 
Catholic  emancipation,  viii.  102,  108 ;  death  of. 
May  14, 1820,  103 

Graves,  admiral,  his  enoomitor  with  Do  Orasse, 
1781.  vi.  426 

Gray,  his  account  of  the  trial  of  the  rebel  lords, 
1746,  vi.  173,  174 ;  bis  description  of  Westmore- 
huid,  vii.  31 

Green,  captain,  prosecuted  and  executed  for  the 
supposed  muraer  of  captain  Dnmimond,  1705, 
V.  313 

Green,  attacked  by  rioters,  1768 ;  tried  for  murder ; 
acquitted,  vi.  290.  291 

Greene,  president  of  an  American  ludicial  court ; 
refuses  to  release  or  ezchanffe  Anor^L  vL  416 

Greene,  general,  commands  the  American  army  in 
Washington's  absence,  vi.  413 ;  defeated  at  QuU- 
ford,  1781 ;  oompcLs  the  Britishers  to  faU  back, 
424 ;  defeated  at  Camden,  425 

Greenwich  Hospital,  William  dotonuinos  to  erect, 
V.  174, 175 

Gregg,  a  clerk  of  Harley's ;  he  is  detected  in  a 
correspondence  with  the  ("rench  socretarv  of 
state:  ho  is  tried,  convicted,  and  ezecutoa,  v. 
335 

Grenada  captured  l^  the  British,  1763,  vi.  255 

Grenville,  Geoige,  opposes  Pitt's  proposal  to  war 
with  Bpahi,  vC  251 ;  leader  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  treasiuier  of  the  navy,  253;  opposes 
Pitt's  German  policv,  ibid. ;  secretaiy  of  state. 
'■'••'  my.   chancellor  of 


260 ;   first  lord 


policy, 
of  th( 


le  treasury; 


the  exchequer.  1703 ;  his  ministrv,  261 ;  moves 
that  duties  be  Wd  on  articles  of  American  com- 
merce ;  a  stamp  duty  on  paper,  and  others,  271 ; 
his  stamp  act  is  pessed,  1765,  278;  and  rouses 
the  American  spirit,  273,  274 ;  refuses  to  put  the 
princess . dowager's  name  in  the  Regency  bill; 
the  king  contemplates  dismissing  him,  276  ;  but 
is  obligeid  to  retain  him,  277 ;  defends  his  stamp 
act  against  Pitt's  oratory,  279 ;  mobbed,  284 ; 
opposes  Wilkes'  expulsion  from  pirliament ;  his 
emotion,  292,  293 ;  bis  last  speech  in  parliament ; 
died  Nov.  1770,  313 ;  first  lord  of  the  treasury 
and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  1763-5 ;  secre- 
tary of  state,  1762,  321 
Grenville,  lady  Hester.  See  Chatham,  vL  199,  252 
Grenville,  Thomas,  sent  to  negotiate  with  Franklin, 
1782 ;  returns  from  Paris,  vi.  450;  negotiates  at 
Vienna,  1794,  vii.  311  ;  first  lord  of  the  ad- 
niiralt>%  1807,  483 ;  plans  an  expedition  to  the 
Dardanelles,  ibid. ;  its  faUure,  484 
Grenville,  lord  W.  W.,  secretary  of  state ;  his  cor- 
respondence with  aiauvelin,  vii.  215,  249,  250 ; 
roraonstratos  against  the  aggressive  measures 
adopted  by  Franco,  239 ;  brings  forward  a  Trea- 
sonable Attempts  bill,  328 ;  it  is  passed,  324  ;  liis 
hostile  reply  to  Bonaparte's  letter  to  tho  king, 
Jan.  1800,  388 :  opinion  of  statesmen  on  it,  389 ; 
his  8X)eoch  against  Bonaparte,  390;  succeeded  as 
foreign  secretary  by  lord  Hawkesbury,  1801, 
401 ;  administration  of  Fox  and,  1806,  463,  464  ; 
first  lord  of  the  treasury,  464 :  weakness  of  his 
ministry  after  Fox's  death,  478 ;  they  deliver  up 


the  seals  of  office,  March  25, 1807,  ibid. ;  retires  to 
Dropmore,  viii.  177 

Grey,  Charles,  earl,  his  efforts  in  favour  of  reform 
in  the  representation  of  the  people,  1792,  vii.  213, 
214 ;  moves  an  address  to  tne  king  to  postpone 
the  Irish  Union,  874;  first  lord  of  the  admiralty, 
1806,  464 ;  advocates  resistance  against  Napoleon, 
478  ;  his  remarks  on  the  negotiations  with 
France,  470;  Dissenters'  enlistment  bill;  the 
king  ppposes  it,  479 ;  applied  to  to  form  a  govern- 
ment, 1812.  642 ;  foreign  secretary,  1807,  577 ;  his 
speech  against  lord  udmouth's  imoonstitutional 
conduct  m  the  case  of  trials  for  libel,  viii.  84,  85 ; 
his  attacks  upon  Canning ;  he  chaigea  him  with 
having  pledged  himself  not  to  press  the  Catholic 
question,  206 ;  approves  of  the  ready  recognition 
of  the  New  Orleans  French  government  by  parlia- 
ment, 255;  declares  tho  necessity  of  reform  in 
parliament,  S62 ;  formatioa  of  his  ministry,  265, 
266 ;  principles  of  his  goveniment,  266 ;  members 
of  his  ministry,  267;  with  lord  Brougham  he 
urges  the  king  to  diaaolvo  parliament  on  the 
defeat  of  his  ministry  on  the  reform  question. 
276,  277  ;  his  speech  explanatory  of  the  proposed 
reform  bill,  1831,  281 ;  his  reply  to  tho  inrincipal 
ai^gumonts  aoainst  tho  bOL  283 ;  resists  the  en- 
treaties of  his  friends  to  obtain  the  passage  of 
the  reform  biU  by  the  creation  of  peers,  294 ; 
replies  to  lord  Lyndhunt's  speech.  295;  upon 
tho  king  refusing  to  create  peers  his  ministry 
resigns,  296 ;  Wellington  faUing  to  form  an  admi- 
nistration, he  is  recalled;  obtains  the  king's 
consent  to  the  creation  of  peers :  power  not  exer- 
dsed,  899  ;  passing  of  the  reform  bills,  800  ; 
intaroduces  tho  coercion  bill  for  Ireland,  which  is 
passed,  1833,  321,  323,  824  ;  defends  tho  commis- 
sion for  inquiring  into  tho  state  of  the  Irish 
church  against  unjust  imputations,  344;  over- 
powered Dy  hlB  feelings  in  telling  the  Lords  of 
his  resignation,  1834,  845 ;  cause  of  his  resigna- 
tion, 345,  846;  great  banquet  to,  at  Edinbuiigh, 
347,348 

Griffiths,  admiral,  his  accounts  of  the  "La  Yen- 
aeur's*'  story,  viL  807 

Gnmaldi,  marquis  of ;  Spanish  amlvissador  in 
Franco ;  signs  the  **  Family  compact,"  vi.  251 

Groaley,  his  remarks  on  England  and  Londoners, 
▼il.  13 

Groes-Beeren,  battte  of,  Aug.  28, 1813,  vU.  563 

Grote  advocates  the  ballot  principle,  viii.  335 ;  sup- 
ports the  poor  law  amendment  bill,  341,  342; 
and  the  Irish  church  appropriation  motion,  344 

Grouchy  aiHKitnted  to  vratch  Bltlcher  at  Waterloo, 
vUi.80 

Orumbkow,  general,  sent  on  a  mission  to  Charles 
<^  Sweden,  to  whom  ho  gives  an  account  of 
Marlborough,  v.  331 

Guadaloupo  capitulated  to  the  English,  1759,  rl.  236 

Guest,  general,  gfovemor  of  Edinburgh  castle,  1745 ; 
the  young  pretender  prevents  food  from  going  in : 
the  governor  fires  upon  the  town  ;  tho  prince  re- 
vokes his  order,  vi  132 

Guickwar,  a  Mahratta  chieftain,  takes  no  port 
against  the  British,  viL  455 

Guiscard,  marquis  do,  his  early  career ;  employed 
as  a  French  spy  in  England  ;  has  a  meeting  with 
tho  queen  ;  he  is  arrested  March  8, 1711,  his  cor- 
rospondenoe  with  France  having  been  detected; 
he  is  taken  before  tho  council,  whoro  he  stabs 
Harlov  with  a  pen-knifo  ;  ho  is  killed  by  the 
ooundllors.  v.  872 

Guizot,  his  remarks  on  Canning's  foreign  pcJlcy 
viii.  191 ;  joins  in  protesting  against  tho  royal 
decrees  of  1830,  251,  252 ;  description  of  the  meet- 
ing of  Lafayette  and  tho  duke  of  Orleans  ;  mado 
minister  of  the  interior,  255 :  at  the  hoad  of  tho 
cabinet  1882,  1836,  874 ;  his  official  revelations 
respecting  Louis  Napoleon's  enterprise,  875 ;  his 
picture  ol  English  society,  402,  403 ;  appointed 
to  keep  a  watch  over  prince  Napoleon  s  move- 
ments, 431 ;  his  return  to  England ;  satisfied  of 
the  goodwill  of  the  natives  to  France,  43S ;  with 
Soult  succeeds  Thiera  in  the  ministry,  435 ;  de- 
scribes the  difficulties  of  Peel's  position.  441 ;  his 
description  of  a  visit  to  Westminster  Abbey  with 
Hocaulay,  470,  471 ;  his  Spanish  marriage  planS|     ^ 
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S54 ;  hia  conduct  vindicated,  565;  resigns  his  post 

as  minister,  557 
GtintsbuiiBr.  battle  at,  1805,  tU.  444 
Oustarus    III.   of    Sweden,    sueoeods    Adolphus 

Frederic,  1771,  yi.  466;  sgreee  to  subsidise  an 

anny  to  Spain,  vii.  207 ;  shot  by  Ankerstroem, 

March  6. 1702,  217 
Ouy,  en  M.P.  and  secretary  to  the  Troasuiy;  sent 

to  the  Tower  for  being  bribed,  ▼.  177 
Gwalior  captured  by  the  Britisb,  yiL  120;  again 

occupied  by  them,  riiL  611 
Owyn  rerlTos  the  idea  of  an  academy  of  painting, 

y]l  68  ;  his  bridges.  88 
Oyllenbmr,  coun^  the  Swedish  envoy  in  London ; 

anestea  for  intriguing  to  raise  a  rebellion  in 

England,  Yi  29 


Habeas  Corpus  act  suspended,  1680,  t.  76, 77 ;  1605, 
185  ;  1722,  vl.  48  ;  1704,  vlL  300 ;  1800,  391 ;  1817, 
▼iil  80 ;  a  second  thne  in  1617,  81 ;  the  supension 
repealed,  1818,  96 

Hague,  congress  at  the,  1691,  ▼.  122-124 ;  treaty  of 
l£e,  May  '21,  1669,  387 ;  triple  alliance  of  the, 
January  4, 1717,  389 

Halleybuiy  collego,  buUt  by  WUkins,  viii.  146 

Halifax,  Charles  Montague,  earl  of,  forms  part  of 
William's  new  ministry  in,  1693;  his  eloquence, 
V.  169:  chsnoellor  of  the  exchequer,  184;  in- 
strumental in  establishing  the  standard  of  money, 
1696,  196;  first  lord  of  the  treasuiy,  1697.  198; 
impeached  for  advising  a  partition  treaty,  246; 
loses  his  place  in  the  privy  council  on  Anne's 
accession.  1702,  269;  votes  an  inquiry  into  the 
alleged  danger  of  the  Chiuxdi,  806 ;  patron  of 
letters,  414,  415 

Halifax,  Geoive  Saviie,  earl  of,  parliament  endea- 
vours to  find  some  charge  against  him,  v.  98 

Halifax,  earl  of,  secretaury  of  state,  1768-1765,  vi 
261, 321  ;  proceedings  agidnst,  for  arresting  Wilkes 
and  Woocl,  268 

Hall,  Robert,  character  of  his  preaching,  viii.  124 

Hallam,  Heiuy,  character  of  his  historioil  writings, 
viii.  472 

Halle,  treaty  of,  1610,  v.  386;  taken  by  the 
Bavarians,  1809,  vlL  516 

Hamburg,  peace  of.  May  22, 1762,  vi.  467 

Hamilton,  lieutenant  colonel,  ms  share  in  the 
Olenooe  massacre,  v.  137 

Hamilton,  duke  of,  president  of  the  Scottish  con- 
vention of  estates,  v.  88 ;  allied  with  oUiers  to 
have  secreted  soldiers  in  cellars  and  other  places, 
iMd. ;  causes  the  convention  doors  to  be  locked, 
89 :  authorised  t^  WlUiam,  fai  1683,  to  investi^te 
the  massacre  of  Olenooe,  but  the  duke  dymg, 
the  inquiry  was  not  proceeded  with  till  1695,  140 

Hamilton,  diike  of ;  he  disperses  the  Cameroniana 
assembled  to  oppose  the  union,  v.  327 ;  killed  in 
a  duel  with  k>rd  Mohun,  1712,  427 

Hamiltcm,  Oerard,  his  speech  in  favour  of  the  sub- 
sidies, 1766 ;  from  which  he  is  known  as  single 
speech  Hamilton,  vl.  209 

Hamilton,  John,  governor  of  Carlide;  surrenders 
to  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  1746,  vi.  169 

Hamiltoxi.  lady,  aids  Nelscm  at  Naples;  recom- 
mended to  the  national  gratitude,  vii.  366 

Hamilton,  Richard,  his  baseness  and  treachery,  v. 
80;  his  faithlessness  causes  the  son  of  sir  W. 
Temple,  who  had  pledged  to  his  being  fUthf ul,  to 
drown  himself  in  the  Thames,  ibid.  ;  placed  at  the 
head  of  troops  for  bringing  the  Ulster  protestants 
to  sutgection,  82;  sucoeeids  Maumont  as  com- 
mander of  James  II. 's  forces,  84 ;  is  superseded  by 
Rosen,  ibid. ;  leads  the  Irish  cavalry  at  the  battle 
of  the  Bovne,  108 ;  is  taken  prisoner,  109 

Hampden  clubs  for  parliamentary  reform,  viii.  74, 75 

Hanau,  battle  of  1818,  vii.  666 

Han<»ck,  John,  proscribed  by  Gage,  vi  366 

Handel,  statue  of,  by  Roubihac,  v.  461 

Hanover,  George,  e^ioctor  of.    See  Geoiige  T. 

Hanover,  treaty  of,  September  3, 1726,  v.  390 ;  vi.  56 

Hansard  and  Btockdale,  case  of,  viiL  427 

Hanway.  Jonas,  his  philanthropy ;  the  first  to  use 
an  umbreUain  London,  vii.  119 

Harcourt,  sir  S..  conducts    Sacheverel's  defence. 


1710,  ▼.  858 ;  lord  chancellor,  868 ;  his  motions  at 

Oxford's  trial,  vi.  SO 
Harcourt,  colonel,  commands  the  Madras  anny,  viL 

456 
Hanlinge,  sir  Henry,  secretary  at  war,  1828,  viii 

235 ;  secietaiy  for  Ireland,  854 ;  govamor-general 

of  India,  511,  644 ;  his  courtesy  towards  air  H. 

Gough,  544 ;  shares  with  him  the  gaining  of  the 

Feroseshah  victory,  644,  546. 
Hardware  trade,  temp.  William  and  Anne,  v.  17 
Hazdwick,  architect  of  Maiylebone  church,  viii  146 
Hardwicke,  PhiUp  York,  eari  of.  rhanoallor  1737- 

1766,  vl.  198,  320 ;  introduces  the  Manisge  bOl, 
1768,  vl.  193 ;  retires  from  his  office,  1766,  218; 
negotiates  with  Newcastle  and  Pit!  222 ;  pre- 
pares George  IIL's  first  speech  faiparimment,  244 ; 
speech  on  the  independence  of  the  judges,  1761, 
246 

Hardy,  sir  C,  commands  a  fleet ;  tactios,  vi.  396, 
397 

Hardy,  captain,  present  at  the  battie  of  Copen- 
hagen, vu.  403;  and  at  Nelson's  death  at  Trafalgar, 
1806,  448 

Hardy,  Thomas,  tiial  of,  for  high  treason,  October, 
1794,  vii  301 ;  Erskine's  ddence,  301,  302 ;  ac- 
quittal of,  302 

Hare,  one  of  the  conspirators  against  William's  hfe, 
1696,  V.  187 

Haxgreaves,  James,  completes  his  spinning-jenny, 

1767,  vii.  46:  how  he  discovered  it,  46,  46; 
mobbed  and  ill-used,  46 

Harlay,  president  of  the  French  paiiiament,  faiU 
in  obtainixig  peace  from  the  Dutch,  v.  176, 177 ; 
represents  Prance  at  the  Ryswick  congress,  196 

Hartey.    Bee  Oxford,  earl  of. 

Hariow,  his  painting,  viii.  162, 163 

Harrington,  earl  of,  English  ambassador  at  Spain, 
vl.  31 

Harris.    See  Malmesbury,  eari  of. 

Harris  conspired  against  William's  life,  1606,  v.  187 

Harris,  general,  commands  an  Indian  army ;  enters 
the  Mysore  territory,  vii.  378 

Harriscm  improves  the  apinning  wheel,  vii  46 

Harrison  arrested  at  a  Reform  meeting;  1819,  viii. 
104 

HaiTowby,  eari  of,  foreign  secretary  of  state,  1804, 
vii.  677;  president  of  the  coxmcu,  viii  168, 161; 
Cato-street  conspiracy  revealed  to,  by  Hldon  and 
Dwyer,  161 ;  succeeded  as  president  by  the  duke 
of  Portland,  210 ;  his  partial  advocacy  of  the  Re- 
form bill  of  1832,  294,  295 

Harwich,  a  groat  port  of  the  eastern  coast;  vidssi- 
tudos  of  its  condition  in  the  18th  centuxy,  v.  33 

Hastings,  marquis  of.    See  Moira,  lord. 

Hastings,  Warren,  first  governor-general  of  India, 
vi.  335 ;  vii.  124  ;  previous  career  and  conduct  as 
gfovemor  of  Bengal ;  nefarious  bargains  with  the 
nabob  of  Oude,  124,  126 ;  opposition  towards,  by 
the  Indian  ooimcil,  126;  accused  upon  a  charge  of 
corruption  by  Nunoomar  and  others,  ibid. ;  dis- 
putes with  F^ds;  Clavering  Ulepilly  sssumes 
the  governor-generalship  on  uie  fUse  announce- 
ment of  his  having  resigned.  127,  128 ;  reap- 
pomted  at  the  expiration  of  his  five  yean*  term, 
128 ;  makes  war  against  the  Mahiattas,  129 ;  duels 
with  Francis,  and  quarrels  vrith  Impey,  130; 
pressed  for  money,  131 ;  lays  Cheyte  Sing,  the 
rajah  of  Benares,  under  heavy  contributions; 
arrests  him  fbr  neglect  of  payment,  132 ;  a  native 
insurrection  compels  him  to  release  the  rajah  and 
quit  the  dty ;  his  heavy  exactions  fttnn  the  nabobs 
and  begums  of  Oude,  183,  134  ;  his  defence  of  his 
oondudb  in  this  case,  134 ;  concludes  peace  with 
Tippoo  Saib ;  his  administration  ceases,  1786,  i6»d. ; 
acquitted  of  all  the  charges  broxight  a^painst  him, 
1794,  318 ;  examined  before  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  on  Indian  affairs,  1813,  viii 
215 

Havannah,  conquest  of  the,  1762,  vi.  255,  266 

Haversham,  lora,  moves  for  inviting  the  princess 
Sophia  to  England,  v.  306 ;  his  remarks  on  the 
Scotch,  314 ;  denounces  the  naval  miscarrisges 
of  1707,  383 

Havre,  bombarded  by  the  British,  16P4,  v.  172, 173 

Hawke,  admiral,  dr  B.,  defeats  the  French  fleet  off 
Belle    Isle,    Oct.    14,    1747,  vi.    179  ;    captures 
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fiome  French  merchantmon,  1755,  908 ;  mpeniedcs 
r  in  the  command  of  the  fleet  sent  affainst 


ttie  French,  1756,  213  ;  sent  out  on  an  exp^tion 
against  Rochefort :  qtuurels  with  Mcrdaunt,  and 
nothing  is  done,  229  ;  driven,  by  stormy  weather, 
f  rvm  before  Brest,  239 ;  attacks  the  nench  fleet 
in  Quiberon  Bay,  Sept.  20, 1759,  and  gains  a  vio- 
torv ;  intrepid  conduct  in  the  battle,  240 

Hawkesbury,  lord.    See  liverpooL  eari  ot 

Hawksmoor,  hia  architectural  works,  t.  4M,  457 

Hawley,  general,  left  in  command  ot  the  RngHsh 
troops  m  Scotland  by  the  duke  of  Combexiand, 
1745,  vi.  159 ;  nvutihes  through  Linlithgow  to 
Falkirk;  his  contempt  for  the  "tmdiaciplined 
rabble,"  160 ;  he  engages  with  them  at  Falkirk, 
Jan.  17,  1746 ;  and  is  disgracef^y  defeated,  161 ; 
his  retreat ;  causes  several  oflicers  and  soldiers  to 
be  tried  by  court  martial;  two  soldiers  are  shot, 
162 

Hayden,  count  de,  a  Russian  rear-admiral ;  present 
at  the  battle  of  Navarino,  1827,  vilL  226, 227 

Haydon,  his  paintings,  viil  152 

Hazlitt,  William,  character  of  his  essays,  vilL  128, 
129 

Head,  sir  Francis,  governor  of  Canada ;  orders  the 
**Qux>line"  to  be  burnt;  repels  the  insurgents 
attacking  Toronto,  viiL  407 

Healey,  Joseph,  a  reformer ;  tried  and  Imprisoned, 
1820,  viii.  164 

Hearth  money,  v.  2,  3 

Hemskerk,  dutch  painter ;  patronised  by  WlUiam 
III, V.  463 

Henley.    See  Korthington. 

Honriot,  death  of,  1794.  vii.  310 

Henry,  Patrick,  his  early  career,  vi.  272 ;  his  elo- 
quence in  opposing  the  Stamp  act,  1765,  273 

Hermann,  general,  defeated  by  the  French  and 
Dutch,  1799,  vii.  386 

Herries,  J.  C.  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  viii.  226; 
quarrels  with  Uusldsson,  227 ;  secretary  at  war, 
354 

Herachell,  sir  William,  discovered  Uranus,  1781, 
viii.  129, 130 ;  his  great  telescope  erected  at  Slough, 
Ang.  28,  1798,  ISO 

Hertford,  lord,  English  ambassador  at  Paris,  vi.  268 

Herv«y,  lord,  vice-chamberlain.  1730,  vi.  62 ;  duels 
witih  Pulteney ;  character  of.  67 ;  conversation  of, 
with  Walpole  on  Caroline's  death,  87 

Herv«y,  colonel,  advises  Wellington  to  cease  pursu- 
ing*  the  enemy  at  Waterloo,  vfii.  36 

Hesso,  elector  of,  subsidied  by  England,  vi.  208 

Hewlet,  lady,  her  bequest :  discussion  as  to  the 
claimants  thereof,  viiL  519.  520 

Hicks,  Mra.,  hanged  for  witchcraft,  1716,  v.  430 

Hickflon,  an  agent  of  the  young  Pretender ;  appre- 
hended, vi.  132 

Hickflon,  his  description  of  the  evils  of  the  poor-law 
system,  viii.  339 

Hidozi,  Thomas,  reveals  tiio  Cato-street  conspiracy, 
viU.  161 

High  and  Low  Chiuvh,  Introductlan  of  the  distinc- 
tion of,  V.  74 

Highlandera,  description  of  the,  by  Cunningham,  v. 
91  ;  government  proceedings  against  the,  131  a 
Mgf.  ;  their  share  in  the  rebellion  of  1715,  vL  6-26 ; 
description  of  the;  the  Black  Watch,  or  42nd 
Begimeut,  116,  117 ;  aid  the  rebellion  of  1745^ 
128-138  ;  costume  of,  early  part  of  18th  century, 
184-136 ;  their  further  operations  in  the  rebellion 
of  1745,  1746,  140-149,  155-178 ;  di-aftod  into  the 
British  army  by  Chatham,  218 

Highs,  Thomas,    invents  a  machine  shnilar  to  the 


LW«ymen,  18th  century,  vii.  91,  92 
HiH,  colonel,  commands  the  garrison  at  Fort  William, 

1690,  ▼.  131  ;  his  share  In  the  Glenooe  massacre, 

182. 188,  137  ;  declared  not  gxiilty  by  the  Scotch 

norliament,  141 
Hill,  captain,  murden  Mountford,  the  player,  v.  160 
HiU,  general,  his  struggle  withSoiUt,  Dec.  1813,  vii. 

567 
Hill,  Frederic,   first  inspector  of  Scotch  prisons ; 

their  state  according  to  his  reports,  viii.  371 
Hill,  sir  G.  F.,  vice-treasurer  of  Ireland,  viii.  158 
HUl,  M.  D.,  M.P.  for  HuU;  description  of  AgneVs 

SabUth  Observance  biU,  viii.    322 ;  history   of 


public  o{rfnioa  on  the  question  of  counsol  f6r 

r  loners  by,  369,  370 
Rowland,  revolutionises  the  routine  of  the 
Post  Office,  viii.  390 :  his  proposed  pennypostage 
Tdan ;  oppoeiti<m  to  it ;  it  is  tried  and  found  oom- 
pletalysuecesafiil,  424,  425 

HuL  T.  W.,  his  remarks  on  Woroestershire  potitoe 
eoltivation,  vii.  25,  26 ;  engaged  in  the  Birming- 
ham riots,  1791, 196,  197 

Hillsborough,  lord,  secretanr  for  the  colonies,  1768- 
1772,  vL  806,  321,  469  :  orden  Bernard  to  rescind 
the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Massachusett's  As- 
sembly, to  oppose  the  Revenue  act,  307 ;  accused 
of  garbliDg  the  councU  minutes ;  appoints  lord 
Boutetort  governor  of  Yiiginla.  In  mom  of  sir  J. 
Amherst,  810 ;  secretary  <^  state.  1779-1782,  469 

Hislop,  sir  Thomaa,  commands  the  army  of  the 
Deccan.  viiL  216 

Hlspaniola.    See  Ban  Domingo. 

History,  specimens  of  the  tsMe  statements  of,  viii. 
40,  41 ;  differontly  treated  by  our  leading  hJft- 
torians,  Hacaulay,  Hallam,  and  CarMe,  470-478 

Hoadloy,  Dr.  Benjamin ;  his  treatises  burnt  1^  the 
mob,  V.  355 ;  bishop  of  Salisbury  ;  urges  Walnole 
to  give  the  Dissenters  promise  of  fliture  relief, 
vi633 

Hobhouse,  his  oblection  to  the  income  tax,  vH.  860 

Hobhouse,  sir  J.  C.  secretary  of  state,  vliL  824 ; 
president  of  the  board  of  control,  381 ;  his  speech, 
moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Indian  onny,  451 

Hoche,  Serjeant,  commands  a  detachment  of  French 
oruaitto  In  the  riots,  1789,  vii.  179 ;  his  exploits  at 
Quiberon,  1796.  890;  appointed  to  oommaiui  the 
expedition  to  Ireland,  1796,  381 

Hofer,  Andrew,  leader  of  the  l^rolese  insurrec- 
tionists, 1809,  viL  515 :  his  exploits,  516 ;  capture 
and  death,  Feb.  20,  1810,  517 

Hofland,  a  liver  scenitBry  painter,  vIlL  155 

Hogarth,  William,  the  regenerator  of  modem  Eng- 
lish pointing,  V.  463,  vii.  67  ;  his  character  as  a 
painter,  v.  464  ;  his  pictures  a  delineation  of  co- 
temporarv  marmers,  465,  466 ;  dramatic  cha- 
racter of  his  paintings  and  prints,  ibid. ;  the  life 
of  tho  streets  as  shown  in  his  works,  446,  448 ; 
profligacy  among  the  hlrii  and  low  ranics  of 
society,  468 ;  mannen  of  uie  time  as  delineated 
In  his  pictures  of  the  scene  at  the  oockjdt  and  at 
the  gaming  house.  469 ;  that  of  the  rake's  levee, 
470 ;  marnage-a-la-mode,  471 ;  In  his  election 
prints,  472  ;  in  his  pictures  of  **  The  Sleeping 
Congregation,'*  473;  and  *'CrediUity,  SuporsU- 
tion,  and  Fanaticism,  a  medley,"  474 ;  attacked 
by  Wilkes  in  the  "North  Briton,"  vi.  265;  his 
caricature  portrait  of  WQkea ;  attacked  by 
Churchill,  266 ;  whose  portrait  he  publishes,  267 

Hohenlinden,  battle  o^  Dec.  8, 1800,  vii.  396 

Hohenlohe,  prince  of,  commands  the  Prussians  at 
Jena,  vii.  477 

Holboume,  admiral,  shrinks  from  attacking  tho 
French,  vi.  230 

Holcroftt  Thomas,  remarks  on  Hardv's  trial,  vii  801 

Holdemess,  earl  of,  secretary  of  slate,  1751-1761, 
vL  221,  287,  320;  removed  from  this  oflice,  1761, 
246 

Holkar,  a  Hahratta  chleiL  vii.  455 ;  war  declared 
against.  1804  ;  subdued  by  the  British,  461 

HoUcar,  the  sons,  aids  the  rindarees  In  their  war 
with  the  British  vUi.  216 ;  defeated  Dec.  21, 1817. 
at  the  batUe  of  Meehudpore ;  peace  concluded 
with  the  British,  Jan.  6, 1818,  217 

Holland,  Henry,  his  architectural  designs,  viii  144 

Holland,  lord.    See  Fox,  Henry. 

Holland,  lord,  renurks  on  lord  North's  conduct, 
1781,  vi.  482 ;  his  account  of  North's  announce- 
ment of  his  resignation,  1782,  435  ;  remarks  on 
tho  income  tax,  ^  860 ;  a  member  of  the  Gron- 
ville  ministry,  478 :  defends  himself  for  defend- 
ing lord  Grey,  1827,  viii  206;  chancellor  of  tho 
duchy  of  Lancaster,  267,  381 

Holland  annexed  to  France,  1810,  vii  536 

Holmes,  miOoTf  concerned  in  the  assassination  plot, 
1696,  V.  187,  et.  9eq. 

Holstcin  Beck,  prince  of,  takes  an  active  port  In  the 
battle  of  Blenheim,  1704.  v.  283 

Holwell,  his  account  of  tho  tragedy  of  the  Black 
Hole,  vi  222,  223 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


4S2 


INDEX. 


Holy  AUianeo.    600  Alliaooe. 

Home,  John,  hin  eKtlmate  of  tho  Highland  forces, 
n4f>,  W.  128 :  hifl  description  of  the  l)attl«  of  Fal- 
kirk, 160, 161 

Hompesch,  general,  pursues  tho  Oallo-BaTarian 
army  after  their  defeat  at  Blenheim,  t.  383 

Hone,  William,  proaecutod  for  Ubel.  vUi.  85,  86; 
his  first,  86-88;  second,  88;  and  third  trials,  88, 
89 ;  in  all  he  is  found  not  guilty 

Hood,  captain,  present  at  the  battle  of  tho  Nile, 
1798,  vil.  866 

Hood,  sir  Samuel,  unable  to  hinder  De  Graue's 
operations,  1781,  vi.  421,  426 :  Joined  by  Rodney, 
1782,  486;  oompe^  the  "  VOle  de  Paris"  to 
strike,  438:  captures  four  French  vessels,  430; 
sails  against  Toulon :  negotiates  with  the  inhabi- 
tants, vii.  286 ;  the  fleet  and  port  are  surrendered 
on  his  agreeing  to  support  them  in  the  restora- 
tion of  iieaco  and  monarchy,  286,  287 ;  compelled 
to  evacuate  the  place  by  the  French,  289,  290 

Hood,  Thomas,  his  poetry,  viil.  481,  482 

Hook,  Theodore,  his  novels,  vllL  467,  468 

Hooke,  col.,  a  Jacobite  agent ;  offers  French  assis- 
tance to  the  Cameromans,  and  other  Scots  dis- 
affected towards  the  government,  v.  834 

Hope,  sir  John,  retreats  through  Spain,  1808,  viL 
504,  506 ;  succeeds  to  the  command  of  the  army 
on   If  oore's   death  ;    embarks  his  troops,  506 ; 

'  captures  BaUts  and  the  South  Beveland,  1809, 
519 ;  battles  against  Soult,  1813,  567 

Homer,  Francis,  remarks  of,  on  the  reduction  of 
the  circulating  medium,  1816,  viii.  58 ;  died  Feb. 
6. 1817,  91 

Horton,  Mrs.,  her  connection  and  marriage  with 
the  duke  of  Cumberland,  vL  330 

Hosier,  admiral,  blockades  Porto  Bello,  vL  55 

Hospitals,  London  medical,  dates  of  the  opening  of 
the,  vii.  120 

Houchard,  general  in  the  French  army;  defeats 
the  Austrums  near  Hondscooto,  Sept  8,  1793,  vii. 
282 ;  the  convention  puts  him  to  death  for  not 
stopping  the  English  in  their  retreat  from  Dun- 

Howai^d,  Mrs.    See  Suffolk,  lady. 

Howard,  John,  high  sheriff  of  Bedf onlshiro ;  his 
philanthropical  effort  to  remedy  tho  state  of 
prisoners ;  publication  of  his  book  "  on  prisons," 
1777,  viL  117,  118 

Howe,  Richard,  earl ;  captain :  captures  two 
French  vessels,  1755,  vi.  208 ;  takes  Aix,  1757. 
229 ;  reinforces  the  troops  in  America ;  appointed 
one  of  the  British  oonunissioners,  364 ;  employs 
conclllatozy  measures  towards  the  Americans, 
369 ;  his  negotiations  with  Franklin  and  others, 
372 ;  sails  to  Newport ;  hindered  from  engaging 
the  enemv  by  a  storm,  391 ;  admiral ;  ^ves 
chase  to  the  Brest  fleet,  viL  306 ;  gains  a  victory 
over  it,  June  1.  1794,  307 ;  his  personal  visit  to 
the  fleet  queUs  the  mutiny  at  Spitbead 

Howe,  major-general  sir  William,  engaged  in  the 
batUe  of  Breed's,  or  Bunker's  hill,  1775,  vi.  357 ; 
leads  an  attack  against  the  Americans,  858 ;  left 
in  command  of  tho  British  American  army,  360  ; 
leaves  Halifax;  lands  in  Staten  Island.  1776, 
364 ;  his  letter  to  George  \7ashixigton,  Esq.  re- 
fused, 369 ;  gains  the  battle  of  Brooklyn,  370 ; 
his  further  operations  against  Washington,  1776^ 
S70,  371 ;  evacuates  Jersey ;  his  strat^c  move- 
ments, 1777, 378 

Howe,  lord,  slain  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  in 
America,  1758,  vL  233 

Hudson's  Bay  Company,  chartered  1670,  v.  39 

Huggina,  John,  reprimanded  for  selling  tho  war- 
denship  of  the  Fleet,  vi.  64 

Hull,  port  of,  and  trades,  v.  28;  whole  fishery 
canied  on  by  the  vessels  of,  ibid. ;  obtains  parlia- 
mentary representation,  18S2,  viii.  307 

Hull,  general,  capitulates  to  Brock.  1812,  viii.  8,  9 

Hullin  aids  in  attacking  the  Bastille,  1789,  vU.  ITS 

Humbert,  general,  commands  tho  French  force 
sent  to  Ireland,  vii.  367;  which  surrenders  to 
gen.  Lake.  Sept.  8,  1799,  368 

Hume,  M  P.  for  Montrose ;  his  compUints  on 
behalf  of  queen  CnroUnc,  viii.  162 ;  moves  the 
issuing  of   a  proclamation  for   her  coronation, 

•  173;   tiis  efforts  to  pn»m<»to  the  rucognition  of 


true  priiidplos  of  financial  economy,  282;  votes 
for  Littleton  as  speaker,  318 ;  veviews  the  work. 
of  the  session  of  1836,  367 

"Hundred  Days,"  account  of  the  crisis  called 
the,  viU,  21 ;  26^7 

Hunt,  Henry,  attends  a  meeting  of  the  Hampden 
club  in  Ix>ndon,  viiL  75  ;  and  also  Uie  Spa-field 
meotinff,  76,  77 ;  fails  in  being  reUuned  M.P.  for 
Westmmster.  98 ;  presides  over  a  reform  meeting 
in  Smithfield,  103,  104 ;  takes  the  chair  at  the 
great  reform  meeting  at  Manchester,  1819, 105 ; 
he  Lb  arrested  and  tried,  108 ;  found  guilty  and 
punished,  164 

Bunt  Leigh,  his  "Story  of  Rimini**  published, 
1816,  viii.  121;  charm  and  pleasantness  of  his 
essays,  129 

Hunt,  Robert,  his  evidence  of  the  asaaasinatioa 
plot,  1696,  V.  187,  188 

Husklsson,  William,  present  at  the  taking  of  tho 
Bastille ;  defends  his  conduct  in  the  French  revo- 
lution, vii.  183 ;  praises  Louis's  firmness  in  the 
insurrection  of  the  20th  of  June,  1792,  221 ;  first 
conunissioner  of  Woods  and  Forests  and  Luid 
revenues,  viii.  158 ;  president  of  the  board  of 
trade,  Jan.  1823 ;  obtains  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet^ 
1825  ;  develops  a  svstem  of  commercial  policy  on 
a  broad  and  liberal  basis ;  his  reciprocity  of  duties 
bill  passed,  July  4,  1823,  189 ;  clamour  againiit 
his  proposal  to  abolish  the  prohibitory  dulMS  on 
silk ;  vindicates  his  motives  for  advocating  free 
trade,  190 ;  he  is  eloquently  defended  by  Canning, 
190,  191 ;  colonial  secretory  in  the  Goderi^ 
ministry,  1827,  225;  his  diffeivnces  with  Mr. 
Herries  causes  lord  Ooderich  to  resign,  227 ;  joins 
the  Wellington  odministiation,  228 ;  opposes  the 
repeal  of  the  Corporation  and  Test  Acts,  283 ; 
compelled,  for  consistency's  sake,  to  vote  against 
the  government,  he  retires  from  the  ministry, 
1828,  235 ;  his  q)cech  on  the  jmwer  of  steam ;  re- 
tun>ed  M.F.  for  Liverpool,  261 ;  present  at  the 
opening  of  the  Liverpool  and  Manchester  railway, 
261,  262 ;  killed  by  an  accident,  Sept  15,  1830. 
262 

Hussoy,  Dr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  state  of  Ireland, 
1796,  vii.  362,  363 

Hutchinson,  governor  of  Massachusetts,  vi.  311 ; 
removes  all  the  troops  from  Boston,  313 ;  super- 
seded In  lus  post  by  Gen.  Gage,  344 

Hutchinson,  general,  engages  tiio  French  at  Costle- 
bor,  viL  3o7 ;  succeoas  to  tho  command  of  the 
army  in  Egypt ;  invests  Cahro,  407 

Hutchinson,  lord,  appointed  to  offer  queen  Caroline 
an  annuity  imdor  certain  conditions,  viii.  16a,  ]6G 

Hutton,  William,  established  a  circulating  library 
at  Birmingham,  1751,  viL  84 ;  remarks  on  a  hand- 
bill celebrating  the  fall  of  tho  Bastillo,  1791, 166; 
his  warehouse  plimdered  by  the  Birmingham 
mob,  197 

Huy  taken  by  Marlborough,  1703,  v.  266 ;  by  Ville- 
roy,  1705,  802 

Hyder-Ali  defeats  the  English  In  Madras  and  ob- 
tains possession  of  tho  coimtry,  vi.  334 ;  his  inroad 
upon  the  Camatic,  vii.  130,  131;  defeated  by 
Coote,  131 ;  death  of,  1782, 134 


Ibrahim  Bev  evacuates  Cairo,  1798,  vii.  3:4 

Ibrahim  Pasha,  proceedings  of,  at  Navorino  and  tlio 
Morea,  1827,  viii.  226 

Imhoff,  Mrs.,  married  Warren  HaatingR,  vii.  127 

Impoy,  sir  Elijah,  chief  jtistice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  at  Calcutta ;  cau.sos  Nuncomar  to  bo  tried 
for  forgery,  viL  126 ;  who  is  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted, 127 ;  qiuurels  with  Hastings,  130 ;  collects 
evidence  against  the  begums  of  Oude,  I  S3 

Imprcssmont,  system  of,  establiabed  by  law,  1704, 
V.  274  ;  evils  of  impressment  exaggerated,  viii.  5 

Inclosure  bills  poaeed,  1760-1779,  vfl.  4 ;  1789-1797, 
335 

Income,  Gregory  King's  scheme  of  the,  of  tho 
various  grades  of  sodetv  in  1088,  v.  35,  36,  64  ;  of 
clergy  com])arod  with  that  of  other  classes  temp, 
queen  Aime,  58 

Income-tax,  first  proposed  by  Pitt,  1798 ;  objections 
toit^  vlL  359,300;  proposod  continuance  of,  1816; 
oppttsiUon  to  it ;  the  proposjil  rojectwi,  viii.  51- 
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.  53;  ronewal  of,  propoaod  by  sir  R.  F<»U  Mid 
reaolved  upon  by  parliament,  notwithstanding 
great  opposition,  495 :  reimposition  of,  propoflod 
by  sir  iC  Peel,  524,  626 

Indemnity  bill  introduced,  1689,  ▼.  77 

Indemnity  Acts  for  Dissenters  paased,  17S7-1828,  tL 

as 

Indemnity  Act  passed,  1766,  to  exonerate  thoao  who 
.    had  advised  an  emboroo  on  com,  vi.  286 
Indemnity  bill,  1818,  yifl.  96 
Independence  of  Ireland.    Seo  Ireland,  vi.  447 
India  biU,  Fox's,  brought  forward.  Not.  18,  1783 ; 
the  plan  of  government  proposed,  viL  187 ;  oppo- 
fiitlon  to  It ;  carried  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
Dec.  9, 188 ;  rejected  in  the  Lords,  189 ;  Pitt  in- 
troduces his,  Jan.  14,  1784;   tiirown  out,  and 
Fox's  reintroduced,  141 ;  Pitt's  India  bills  passed ; 
plan  of  government  laid  down  by  them,  146, 146 
Indian  afiairs,  history   of,  1744-1764.  vi.  201-205; 
1756, 1757,  222-226 ;  1760-1778,  S824J86  ;  1773-1784, 
vii.  12S134;  India  bills  of  Fox  and  Pitt,  136-189, 
141,  145, 146 ;  history,  from  1785  to  1798,  256-260 ; 
1798, 1799,  377,  879 :  1799-1806.  458-468 ;  1807-1826, 
viii.  212-224;  1836-1842,450-461 ;  1842-1844,  507-511 ; 
1845,  1846,  644,  545 
Indian  Trade  Reform  bill  suffered  to  drop,  1692,  v. 

140 
Indians  ezoployed  by  the  Americans,  1750,  vi.  237 ; 
by  the  British,  1777,  379;  Chatham  denounces 
the  practico  as  a  national  stain,  881,  382 ;  Bur- 
ffoyne  defoids  his  conduct  in  employing  them, 
804,  395 ;  destruction  of  Wyoming  by,  1778.  895, 
396 :  again  employed  by  the  British,  1812,  viii.  8 ; 
their  steadiness  and  order  praised  by  Brock,  8,  9 
Industiy;  variety  of  employments  among  the 
western  counties  of  Bngland,  v.  14 ;  the  hard- 
ware trade  of  Birmingham,  17;  earthenware 
trade,  18 ;  glass  manufacture,  iXrid.  ;  stocking 
trade,  19 ;  progress  and  vidssltudes  of  the  lace 
trade,  ibid. ;  Lombe's  silk  mill  completed  in  1717, 
20 ;  progress  of  the  sUk  trade,  tbuL ;  rapid  de- 
velopment of  the  cotton  trade  between  1700  and 
1850,  23  ;  linoi  trade  at  Warrington,  and  discou- 
ragement given  to  ity  25 ;  most  prosperous  when 
Siided  by  natural  laws,  26 ;  of  the  Yorkshiremen 
queen  Anne's  time,  ibid.  ;  of  Leeds,  27 ;  cutlery 
trade  of  Sheffield,  28 ;  imports,  exports,  and  trade  of 
Htdl,  ibid. ;  the  coal  taade,  28, 29 ;  the  salmon  trade, 
.  30 ;  of  Scotland,  very  limited  before  the  Union,  in 
1707,  ibid.  ;  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  Norwich 
district,  32 ;  curious  evidence  of  this,  33 ;  great 
difficulty  of  passing  from  one  occupation  to 
anotiier  about  the  tmie  of  queen  Anno,  48,  49 ; 
jealousy  of  the  great  formerly  shown  towards 
the  rise  of  thte  lower  classes,  49 ;  progress  of  the 
national,  in  agriculture,  vii.  4-39 ;  and  the  arts, 
40-64  ;  general  depression  of,  1812, 543 :  and  again 
in  1816,  from  the  exhaustion  of  war,  55,  e<  «eg.  ; 
and  the  heavy  poor  rates  levied,  68 
Inglis,  sir  R.  H.,  returned  H.P.  for  Oxford,  1829, 
viii.  238 ;  his  speech  agahist  the  Reform  bill,  1831, 
272,  273 ;  opposes  the  granting  a  charter  to  the 
Vniversity  of  London,  357 
Innocent  XII.,  his  pacific  turn,  v.  122 ;  his  decision 
OS  to  tho  Spanish  succession,  242 ;  pope,  1691- 
1700,  476 
Inns  as  described  by  the  poets  and  novelists  of  tho 

18th  century,  vii.  93,  94 
Innspruck  surrendered  to  the  Bavarians,  1809,  vii. 

516 
Insuranoe  offices,  date  of  tho  establishment  of  the 

earlier,  v.  41  , 

Inverness  taken  by  the  young  Pretender,  1746,  vi. 

165 
Inwoods,  the  architects  of  St.  Pancras  church,  viii, 

146 
Ipswich  loses  its  colliery  and  cloth  trade ;  takes  tho 
load  In  the  manufacture  of  agricultural  imple- 
ments, V.  33 ;  mutiny  at,  1689,  76 
Ireland ;  James  II.  lands  in,  v.  79 ;  condition  of  the 
Protestants  in,  1689,  81 ;  Londonderry  unsuccess- 
fully besieged,  82,  «t  Mq. ;  tho  siege  of  EnniskiUcn ; 
it  iH  raisod  on  the  defeat  of  the  bosiogers  at  Newton 
Butler,  July  30, 86 :  Schomberg  lands  in,  Aug.  IS, 
t5ic(. ;  tyrannous  proceedings  of  the  Irish  par- 
liament, 96;  neglected  stoto  of  tlic  army  in  Ire- 


land, 100;  a  commission  is  appointed  tu  remedy 
the  abuses,  101;  wretched  state  of  ooimtiy 
arising  from  the  bad  administration  of  public 
affairs.  106 ;  William  lands  in,  June  1600 ;  marches 
ttom.  Belfast  to  the  Boyne,  106 ;  where  ho  defeats 
James,  107-110;  WilUam  enters  Dublin,  July  6, 
1690, 114;  takes  Waterford,  115;  besieges  Ltme- 
rick,  116,  117 ;  but  Is  compelled  to  raise  tho  siege, 
118;  Marlborough  lauds  near  Cork  with  an  army. 
Sept  22 ;  besieges  that  city,  and  takes  it  on  the 
29th,  ibid, ;  and  afterwards  Kinsale,  119 ;  Tyr- 
Gonnel  assumes  the  viceroyalty  of,  1601,  127; 
Ginkell  defeats  the  forces  of  James  II.,  terminates 
the  war,  and  brings  the  country  under  suljjection 
to  Wimam,  128,  129;  treaty  of  Limerick,  ibid; 
fanners  of,  take  to  breeding  sheep  for  supplying 
the  wool  manufacturer ;  William  Is  implored  to 
disoouxage  it.  and  to  enoouxage  tho  linen  manu- 
factiuv,  212 ;  ferment  caused  in,  by  Wood's  patent 
for  a  copper  coinage,  1722,  vL  50;  tho  Irish  parlia- 
ment's address  to  the  king  declaring  the  nation  a 
loser  of  150  per  cent ;  an  inquiry  is  made ;  and 
the  patentee  is  Justified  from  the  chai|^  made 
affainst  him,  51 ;  the  Unipier's  letters,  ibtd. ;  state 
of,  1720-1782 ;  acts  passed  relating  to  the  trade 
and  commerce  of,  443 ;  discontents  towards  Eng- 
land ;  the  people  rise  in  arms ;  parliament  of, 
meets  Oct  1779 ;  rise  of  Orattan,  the  champion 
of  her  liberties ;  claims  free-trade  and  legislative 
independence  for;  throe  bills  passed  relieving 
tbe  commerce  of,  445;  Roman  Catholic  relief 
bill  supported  by  Orattan;  tho  declaration  of 
rights  twice  brought  forward  by  Grattan,  445, 
446 ;  the  volunteers  of,  446 ;  repeal  of  the  statute 
aaaertixig  the  dependence  of,  1782,  447 ;  national 
gratitude  towards  Grattan,  448;  legisUtivo  inde- 
pendence granted  to,  ibid. ;  the  fertility  of  tho 
soil  and  commercial  entorprlise  impeded  by  mono- 

Solies  and  prohibitoiy  laws,  vii.  38;  evUs  pro- 
uoed  by  the  "middlemen"  and  the  rotten 
Bvstem  of  labour,  ibid. ;  an  Irish  dinner ;  exton- 
nve  use  of  potatoes  as  food,  89 :  the  weavers  of 
the  north  of,  46;  Pitt's  jiropositions  for  pro- 
moting the  commercial  intercourse  between  Great 
Britain  and,  146 ;  attempts  of  tho  French  to  land 
in  Bantry  Bay,  Doc.  1796,  331 ;  allusion  to.  in  tho 
royal  speech,  1798;  legislativo  union  of  Great 
Britain  with  Ireland  proposed,  1799,  360 ;  evil  in 
tho  representation  of,  361,  362 ;  Roman  Catholics 
excluded  from  voting  previous  to  1793,  362 ;  earl 
Fitxwilliam,  lord-lieutenant ;  ho  is  recalled ;  and 
succeeded  by  carl  Camden,  Feb.  1795,  Hid. ;  tho 
United  Irishmen,  862,  363;  Irish  durectoiy;  it 
plans  a  general  insurrection ;  arrest  of  the  prin- 
cipal members,  363;  commencement  of  the  re- 
bellion, May  19,  1706,  364;  battle^  masaacreB, 
and  plundoring,  365 ;  earl  Camden  recalled ; 
marquis  Comwallis  appointed  lord-lieutenant; 
arrives  in  Dublin,  June  20,  ibid. ;  his  government, 
366 ;  cause  of  the  rebellion,  866,  867 :  eleven  hun- 
dred Frenchmen  Umded  in  Killala  Bay,  Aug.  22  : 
cowardice  of  the  royal  army,  367 ;  surrender  of 
tho  French,  Sept.  8;  Napper  Tandy;  captiu-e, 
trial,  and  death  of  Wolfe  Tone,  368 ;  end  of  the 
rebellion,  369 ;  first  formal  announcement  of  the 
proposed  imion  of  Groat  Britain  witli,  Jan.  22, 
1799,  ibiil. ;  desire  of  the  govomment  to  relievo 
tho  Catholics,  369,  870 ;  character  of  the  debates 
on  the  union  in  the  Irish  House  of  Commons^ 
371 ;  corruption  of  the  Irish  parliament,  871-373 ; 
lord  Costlereagh's  off orts  to  accomplish  the  union, 
ibid. ;  creation  of  Irish  peerages  and  promotions 
in  the  Irish  peerage,  373  ;  Grattan  returns  to  his 
seat  in  parliament ;  his  speech  against  the  imlon ; 
ibid. ;  the  debates  result  in  favour  of  the  union, 
373,  374;  articles  of  tho  union  proposed,  874; 
axgumonts  pro  and  con,  874,  875;  Union  bill 
pMsed  the  parliament  of,  Juno  7,  1800,  375; 
the  imion  completed,  376;  Emmett's  insurrec- 
tion, July  28,  1803,  426,  427 ;  murder  of  lord 
chief  justice  Kilwarden,  426 ;  marquis  of  WeUes- 
loy,  lord-lieutenant ;  Gewge  IV.'s  visit  to,  1820 ; 
state  of  agricultural  distress,  viii.  178 ;  separate 
Reform  bill  for,  brought  in  by  Mr.  Stanley,  1881, 
278 :  again  brought  in,  Jan.  19,  1882,  2fK) ;  )Nuwod 
July  18,  300;  cluuige  effected  ))y  the  Rj^form  Act 
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in  the  ronranntatlan  of,  309 ;  tMuUomentaiy  re- 
presentanoiiB  of,  preTious  to  the  Beform  Act  of 
1838,  313,  316 ;  Coercion  bill  for,  progress  of, 
through  parliament,  821,  323,  324;  erimesof,  in 
1882,  821 ;  details  of  the  bill  for  reform  of  the 
church  of ;  it  is  passed,  326;  debate  on  the  repeal 
of  the  union  with,  1834 ;  it  Is  resolved  to  main- 
tain the  union,  843 ;  proposal  to  approiniate  the 
surplus  funds  of  the  Protestant  cnuron  of,  343, 

•  344 ;  defence  of  the  proposed  commission  into  the 
state  of  the  church  of,  against  Imputations,  344 ; 
lord  J.  Russell's  resolution  for  appropiiattng  the 
surplus  Protestant  church  funds  to  education, 
1835,  367 ;  the  Ciorporatlon  reform  bill  for,  366  ; 
dissolution  of  the  union  agitated  in :  proceedings 
of  O'Connell  and  the  Repeal  Association ;  monster 
meetings,  502,  503 ;  the  proposed  monster  meet- 
ing at  Clontarf  hindered  oy  the  government; 
O'Connell  and  his  associates  arrested,  508 ;  their 
state  trial,  511,  513 ;  they  are  found  guilty,  and 
punished  accordingly.  512 ;  failure  of  the  potato 
crops  in  1845,  535  ;  Bill  for  tho  protection  of  life 
in;  debate  on  it,  540,  541:  rejected,  541;  the 
great  famine  in,  caused  by  the  potato  rot  of  1845 
and  1846,  547,  548 ;  government  measures  for  re- 
lieving tlie  distress,  548,  549  ;  ffenerosi^  of  the 
government  and  private  individuals  of  KngTand 
towards,  549,  550 ;  evils  oC  the  cottier  system  of, 
550,  551 ;  "the  Irish  Confederation ; "  it  Initiates 
an  insurrection,  which  is,  however,  soon  quellod, 
560 

Irish  Church  Reform  bilL    See  Church. 

Irish  Rebellion.    See  Ireland. 

Iron ;  England  before  and  after  the  iron  era,  con- 
trasted, V.  11 ;  Forest  of  Dean  formerly  the  seat 
of  the  manufacture  of,  12;  evidences  of  the 
Romans  having  smelted,  iMd. :  cool  first  used  for 
smelting;  state  of  the  iron  trade  in  1740  and 
1851  compared,  IS ;  hardware  trade  at  Birming- 
ham, 17;  extensive  manufacture  of  steel  at 
Sheffield,  26;  improvements  in  the  manufac- 
ture of ;  Carron  iron  works  founded  by  Dr.  Roe- 
buck, 1759,  vii.  55 ;  coal  used  for  smelting,  ibid. ; 
invention  of  the  art  of  oonvertinff  cast-iron  into 
malleable-iron;  modem  and  ancient  iron  struc- 
tures oompared,  56 

Isabel  of  Spain,  her  claim  to  the  throne  disputed 
by  Don  Carlos,  viil  373 

Ismail,  siege  of,  1790 ;  stormed  by  the  RuBsians ; 
massacre  of  tho  besieged,  viL  191 


Jacksok,  capt  Andrew,  organizes  the  opposition  to 
drE.  Pakenham's  advance  upon  New  Orleans, 
Dec.  1814  and  Jan.  1815  viii.  18;  president  of  the 
United  States,  1829-1837,  268 

JaooUns,  a  French  political  party ;  Robespierre  its 
head,  vii.  205;  they  attempt  to  impeach  La 
Fayette,  222;  suspend  their  hostility  towards 
Dumouries,  271 ;  their  measures  for  govemlog 
France,  272-276;  energy,  their  characteristic, 
276 ;  their  vigour  in  meeting  the  Toulon  revolt, 
287 ;  their  energy  and  atiodties,  292,  298 ;  they 
recognise  tiie  existenoe  of  the  Supreme  Being, 

308,  309 ;  fall  of  Robespierre  and  his  adherents, 

309,  310 

Jaffa  taken  by  the  French,  1799,  vii.  879 ;  massacre 
of  its  inhabitants,  379.  380 

Jaffier,  Meer,  Sur^jah  Dowlah's  general;  conspires, 
with  Cllve's  assistance,  to  obtedn  supreme  power, 
vL  224 ;  Olive's  trettty  vrlth,  225 ;  becomes  subah- 
dar  of  Bengal,  226 ;  the  English  make  vrar  on 
Cossein  to  dethrone  him,  and  restore  Jafflqr,  832 

Jamaica,  critical  state  of  affairs  in,  viii.  419 

James  II.  Ixmds  atKinsale,  Mar.  12, 1689,  v.  79 ;  Tyr- 
connel  sectires  Ireland  in  favour  of,  80;  enters 
Dublin,  Mar.  24,  82 ;  his  wavering  conduct,  ibiiL ; 
displeased  at  R<Men's  cruel  order,  85 ;  takes  a  per- 
sonal share  in  tho  besieging  of  Londonderry,  and 
the  defeat  of  Macarthy,  viscount  Mountcashel,  at 
the  battle  of  Nowton  Butler,  86 ;  his  letter  to  the 
Scotch  convention,  89 ;  his  cause  falls  on  the  death 
of  Dundee  at  tho  pass  of  Killiecrankie,  94  ;  opens 
a  parliament  at  Dublin,  Moy  7, 96 ;  its  severity  to- 
wards Protestanta;  Issues  a  coinage  of  money, 
Hfid.  ;  Shrewsbury  resigns  his  seals  by  order  of, 


103:  meets  with  disappointment  from  Louis  XIY. 
of  France,  106 ;  effects  of  his  bad  administraHon 
of  public  affairs  in  Ireland,  ibid. ;  prepares  to  q^ 
pose  William;  leaves  Dublin,  June  16,  1690;  re- 
tires before  his  oroxment,  and  oomes  to  a  stand 
on  the  banks  of  the  fioyne,  106 ;  on  the  Ist  of 
July  the  battle  takes  idace ;  he  is  defeated ;  and 
retreats  to  Dublin,  106,  <(  mq.  ;  his  speech  to  the 
magistrates  and  resolve  to  forsake  the  Irish, 
110 ;  quits  Dublin,  July  8, 118 ;  embarks  at  Pas- 
sage, and  anives  at  Brest  on  the  4th ;  his  pKQOct 
of  invading  England  is  coldly  reoeived  by  Louis, 
114 ;  his  courtiers  persuade  the  French  that  ha 
was  deserted  by  the  Irish;  Ixiih  refogees  in 
France  are  on  that  account  harshly  dealt  with  by 
them.  ibid. ;  sends  TyrooaneL  over  to  Ireland  as 
his  viceroy  there,  127 ;  issues  a  dedaratlan  to  the 
English,  147 ;  induces  Louis  to  aid  him  in  an 
invasion  of  England,  148 ;  joins  his  camp  at  Nor- 
mandy, April,  1002,  ibid. ;  commiserates  the 
slaughter  of  his  "  poor  Ifas^ish"  at  the  battle  of 
Steinkirk,  152;  his  petty  revenge  an  WiUJam's 
relations  on  the  decease  of  queen  Mary,  175; 
contemplates  the  invasion  of  England,  1696, 186; 
sends  Berwick  to  head  the  Jacobites  if  they 
shoxUd  rise,  ibid.;  issues  jirotestations  against 
William,  1697,  200 ;  dies  at  St  Germains,  Sept  16, 
1701,  250;  opposes  Wren's  first  design  for  St 
Paul's.  450 

James,  John,  his  architeotural  woiks,  t.  456 

Jameson,  coL,  commands  the  American  militia,  vi. 
414,  415 

Java,  conquered  hj  the  British,  1810 ;  lost  at  the 
peace,  viii.  214 

Jefferson,  Thomas,  his  admiration  of  Henry's  elo- 

auence,  vL  272,  273 ;  makes  the  draught  of  the 
edaration  of  independence,  364;  governor  of 
Vixsinia,  424 ;  defends  himself  against  ehaiigee  of 
neglect,  ibid. ;  narrow  escape  from  being  made 
prisoner,  425 ;  succeeds  Franklin  as  mfaustar  at 
Paris ;  accuses  Geosge  III.  of  inciviliiy  towards 
himself,  461 ;  heads  the  democratic  party,  vii. 
880 ;  president  of  United  Statea.  1801-1809,  575 ; 
viiL  8 ;  considers  his  election  as  a  pacific  revolu- 
tion, 8,  4 ;  dreads  going  to  war,  6 ;  his  ex- 
travagant hopes  of  success  In  the  war  with  Great 
Brita&i,  1811  ibid. :  his  prophetic  fears  of  the 
separation  of  the  Union,  18.  14 ;  his  opinion  of 
Bonaparte,  176;  and  cordiality  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, 187 

Jettrey,  Frands,  despairs  of  British  sucoess  in 
Spam,  1808,  viL  606;  remarks  on  Wordsworth's 
poetry,  viii.  119 ;  and  Scott's,  120 ;  his  reviews, 
127 ;  descripti(mof  a  steamboat  on  Loch  Lomond, 
131, 182 ;  lord  advocate,  267 ;  description  of  earbr 
morning  after  the  reiection  d  the  reform  UU, 
276 ;  his  anxiety  for  tiie  prevention  of  riots,  278 ; 
Us  description  of  lord  Althorp.  279;  his  inter- 
view with  Althorp  on  the  resignation  of  the  Grey 
ministry,  1831,  296;  his  remarks  on  the  bad 
working  of  the  new  parliaamentaty  system,  321 

Jekyll,  sir  Josei^,  regards  Saeheverers  sentence 
as  a  triumph,  v.  354 ;  returned  a  member  of  the 
parliament,  1710,  364 

JeUalabad,  Sale's  defence  of,  viii.  458,  459 

Jemappes,  battie  of,  Nov.  6, 1792,  vii.  286 

Jena,  or  Auerstadt,  battie  o^  Oct  14, 1806,  vlL  477 

Jenkins,  Capt.  R.,  ordered  to  appear  before  the 
House  of  Commons ;  states  the  barbarities  he  had 
reoeived  from  the  Spaniards  to  the  duke  of  New- 
castie,  but  obtains  no  redress ;  he  appears  before 
the  House,  and  there  exhibits  the  ear  that  had 
been  cut  off,  vi.  93,  94 

Jenkinson.    See  Liverpool,  earl  of. 

Jenner,  Edward,  benefit  to  the  world  result!]]^ 
from  his  discovery  of  vaccination,  viii  130,  131 

Jenyns,  Soame,  describes  his  visit  to  air  J.  Jolly, 
vii.  107. 108 

Jordan,  WiUiam,  his  aoooimt  of  Perceval's  doatii, 
1812,  vii.  540,  541 

Jersey,  French  attack  upon,  1781,  vl.  410 

Jervas,  Charles,  his  paintings,  v.  462 

Jcrvis,  Sir  John,  saUs  In  command  of  a  fleet  ngninst 
the  Spaniards,  vii.  336;  considerably  aided  by 
commodore  Nelson  In  gaining  the  battie  of  St 
Vincent  Feb.  14, 1797,  336,  3S7;  rewarded  with 
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an  oarldom,  338 ;  provide  Nebon  with  a  fleet  to 
go  agBiagt  Bonaparte.  852 
Jesuits,  suppression  of  the,  1778 ;  their  beneficial 
aid   in    advancing  literature  and  sdenoe,  vL 
827,  828 
Jews,  the  mines  chiefly  worked  by  them  in  John's 
reiffn,  v.  18;  biU  passed,  1768,  for  the  naturali- 
sation of  ;  popular  clamour  against  the  UlL  yL 
198 ;   bill  for  their  relief  from  civil  diaaUUtiea 
passed  the  Commons ;  thrown  out  in  the  Lords. 
1888,   viiL   826;    another    introduced   by  lord 
Russell,  but  not  passed,  658. 
Jeasar,  pasha  of  Acre ;  seiBeB  EL  Arish,  viL  879 ;  his 
defence  of  Acre,  880 

John,  archduke,  of  Austria,  commands  the  Austrian 
army;  his  campaign  with  Moreau;  concludes 
an  armistioe  with  Um,  vii  896 

Johnson,  Joseph,  tried  and  imprisoned  for  being 
concerned  in  the  Manchester  reform  meeting, 
TiiLlM 

Johnson,  Dr.  Samuel,  he  is  touched  for  the  king's 
evil  by  Queen  Anne,  t.  272 ;  his  gratitude  to  Gen. 
Oglethofpe,  vL  63 ;  does  penance  at  a  book-stall 
at  Uttozeter,  vil  83,  84 ;  forms  a  link  between 
two  periods  of  literature,  84,  85;  goes  to  London, 
1787,  84  ;  his  vicissitudes  and  employments  for 
half  a  century ;  dies,  1784 ;  his  delight  in  Crabbe's 
poem  **  the  Villsge,"  85;  his  ^^London,"  pub^ 
Uiihed  1788;  "Vanity of  Human  Wishes,"  1749, 
87 ;  brings  out  the  ^  Rambler,"  1760,  and  the 
" Idler,"  1768 ;  writes  for  the  "  Adventurer,"  89 ; 
his  partiality  for  tavern  life,  95;  this  pr^udice 
ftgolnst  tradesmen,  118 

Johnstone,  air  James,  his  remarks  on  Fox's  India 
declaratory  bill,  vlL  257 

Joinville,  Prince  de,  his  pamphlet  on  the  naval 
forces  of  France,  viii.  522,  628 

JoUifle,  sh:  William,  his  account  of  the  Manchester 
reform  meetfaag  of  1819,  viii.  105, 106, 107 

Jones,  odL,  describes  the  British  system  of  taking 
towns,  vtL  647,  648 ;  and  the  capture  of  BadiOoz, 
549 

Jones,  Inigo,  the  Ihat  to  imitate  Oredan  tomplerin 
British  churches,  v.  458 

Jones,  John  Gale,  proceeding  between  parliament 
and,  on  a  question  of  privilege,  1810,  vtt.  527,  528 

Jones,  John  Paul,  employed  by  Franklin  in  an 
ezpeditian  against  Cheat  Britahi,  1779,  vl.  897 ; 
attempts  to  capture  Leith  and  Edinburgh,  but 
is  driven  back  Inr  a  gale:  attacks  some  ships 
convoyed  by  the  Serapto  and  Scarborough ;  takes 
the  former ;  a  native  of  ScoUand.  898 

Jones,  Rev.  Richard,  aids  in  establishing  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Tithe  Commutation  Act,  vUL  869 

Joraan,  Mrs.,  her  happy  oonnectlan  with  the  duke 
of  Clarence,  viii  878 

Joseph  II.  of  Germany,  1765-1790,  vL  465 ;  vil.  574; 
at£Bmpts  to  coerce  Holland,  viL  147 

Josephine  Beauharaois.  See  Bonaparte,  vii.  826; 
516;  526. 

Joubert,  Alvinay  compels  him  to  retreat,  viL  842 ; 
joined  by  Bonaparte,  848 

Jourdan,  J.  B.,  rises  from  a  packman  to  command 
a  French  army,  viL  267 ;  driven  l^  the  prince  of 
Cobourg  over  the  Sambre,  Oct  1798,  298 ;  mar^ 
shal ;  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  army  of 
the  Moselle,  1794,  812 ;  defeats  the  Austrians  at 
Arlon;  captures  Charlecoi;  wins  the  battle  of 
Fleurus,  June  29 ;  and  compels  the  duke  of  York 
to  retreat,  ibid. ;  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  Sambre  and  Mouse,  1796,  825 ;  failure  of  the 
campaign,  828,  829 ;  his  campaign  with  the  areh- 
dnke  Charles,  1799,  882 ;  major-general ;  defeated 
hy  Wellington  at  Vittoria,  June  21,  1818,  562 

Joyce,  Rev.  Jeremiah;  Stanhope's  private  secre- 
tary ;  charged  with  high  treason,  vil.  800 

Joyeuso,  Villaret,  admiral  of  the  Brest  fleet;  de- 
feated by  Howe,  Jime  1,  1704,  vii.  806 

Judges,  independence  of,  v.  147 

Jiiliana  Maria,  Christian  VII.'s  step-mother ; 
heads  a  court  party  against  ^bo  queen,  Streuen- 
aee  and  Brandt,  ri.  829 

Junius,  his  letters,  vi.  298,  294 ;  charactoristica  of 
1^  writings;  abuses  Wilkes,  294;  a  master  of 
personal  invective,  295 ;  attempts  made  to  give 
the  credit  of  his  productions  to  sir  P.  Francis,  lord 


'Cemplo  and  Burke ;  lord  Lyttleton  probaUy  the 
writer,  295,  296  ;  personality  of  his  Ubels ;  his 
attacks  uixm  the  duke  of  Grafton,  whose  admi- 
nistration he  wished  to  destroy,  297 ;  his  private 
letters ;  his  character ;  paltry-minded,  amUltious, 
-rain,  cowardly,  298 ;  assaults  the  duke  of  Bedford. 
299;  hisaddieastotheking;  prosecution  of  the 
publisher,  Mr.  Woodfall,  who  escapee  punish- 
ment, 800 
Junot,  A.,  crosses  the  Bidassoa ;  captures  the 
Spanish  oairftal,  1806,  vii.  496;  defeated  by  sir 
A.  WeUealer  at  Vimiero,  Aug.  81,  1808,  502; 
retreats  to  Torres  Yedraa,  608 


Kalxkdar,  note  on  the  French  Revolutlanary,  viL 
279,280 

Kandy,  king  of,  aoquiesces  in  the  British  i>osso8s!ng 
the  maritime  provinces  of  Ceylon,  viii.  217; 
deposed  for  his  cruelties,  218 

Katsbach,  batUe  of  the,  Aug.  26, 1818,  vU.  668 

Kay,  John,  introduces  the  use  of  the  fly-shuttle 
about  1760,  vlL  44 

KeaneL  sir  John,  general,  has  temporary  command 
of  tne  army  In  America;  commands  a  divi- 
sion; advances  against  New  Orleans,  viiL  17; 
wounded,  19;  commands  the  Bombay  division 
of  the  Indian  army,  461 :  his  passage  through 
the  Bolan  Pass ;  besieges  Ghuanee,  462 

Keate,  Thomas,  surveon-general  of  the  army;  not 
consulted  about  the  Walcheren  expedition,  1809, 
riL&18 

Keith  joins  his  brother  in  an  expedition  to  collect 
the  Jacobites  in  Scotland,  vi.  85,  36 

Keith,  marshal,  slain  at  Hochldrchen,  Oct  1758, 

Keith  Rev.  Alexander,  his  cheap  marriage  trade ; 

damaged  by  the  new  marriase  act,  1753,  vL  194 
Keith,  lord,  announces  to  Napoleon  that  St  Helena 

is  to  be  his  futxue  residence,  1816,  viii.  39 
Kenenqann,  gains  the  battle  of  Talmy,  Sept  20, 

1792,  ViL  284,  286;   besieges  Lyon,    1798,   284; 
*   *  in  his  command  by  Dubois-Crane^, 


Kempenfddt,   admiral,    his    unsuooessful  cruise, 
1782,  vL  484 ;  perishes  at  the  shikingof  the  Royal 


George.  Aug.  29,  1782,  455 

Kendal,  duchess  of,  bribed  "by  the  South  Sea  Direc- 
tors, vi.  44 ;  caricatures  of,  45 ;  bribed  to  promote 
Wood's  patent,  60 ;  accompanies  George  I.  on  his 
last  visit  to  Hanover,  1727,  56 

Kenmure,  viscount,  commands  the  Pretender's 
Scotch  forces,  1715,  vi.  11 ;  sentenced  to  death  for 

.  his  concern  in  the  rebellion,  19;  executed  on 
Tower  Hill,  Feb.  94, 1716,  20 

Kent  duchess  of,  marries  the  duke  of  Koit,  July 
18,  1818,  viii  97 ;  Urth  of  their  daughter,  the 
future  queen,  Victoria,  May  24, 1819,  Urid. ;  death 
of  the  duke  of  Kent,  Jan.  28, 1820,  111 ;  appointed 
sole  regent  should  the  king  die  before  tiie  18th 
year  of  the  princess  Victoria,  247 ;  present  at 
queen  Victoria's  audience  with  the  privy  council, 

Kent,  his  pataiting,  Ac.,  v.  468,  459 

Kent,  agiioulture  of,  viL  17, 18 

Kentish  petition ;  its  purport  ▼.  247.  948 ;  ferment 
caused  by  the  imprisonment  of  tne  presenters, 

'  248 

Keppel,  admiral ;  appointed  to  the  ooomiand  of  the 
doannel  fleet;  saus  from  St  Helens,  June  17, 
1778 ;  captures  the  Lecome ;  sails  to  Portsmouth, 
vL  892 ;  affain  puts  to  sea,  Julr  9 ;  engages  D'Or- 
villiers  off  Ushant ;  his  secona  In  command,  sir 
H.  Palliser,  unable  to  renew  the  conflict ;  debates 
on  ^eir  conduct ;  Palliser  charges  Keppel  witli 
misconduct  and  incapacity;  court-martial  on, 
and  acquittal  of,  396 ;  created  a  visooimt,  and 
appointed  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  454 

Ker,  John,  of  Kersland,  his  account  of  the  Came- 
ronian  demonstration  in  170C ;  he  joins  them, 
acting  as  a  spy  to  watch  their  proceedings,  v. 
825 ;  performs  the  same  part  in  the  Jacobite  plots 
of  1707 ;  offers  the  serricos  of  5000  men  to  colonel 
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Kev,  John,  lord  mayor,  1830 ;  warns  the  duke  of 
Wollington  to  como  guarded  to  bia  banquet,  yiii. 
MS 

Keyoa,  an  asaaasiuntion  plotter ;  tried,  10(K),  v.  190 

Khan,  Amoer,  joins  the  Pindaroos  against  the 
British,  Till.  216 

Kiel,  treaty  of,  Jan.  14,  1814,  viL  581 

KllUecrankie,  batUe  of,  July  27,  1089.  v.  93.  M 

Killigrew,  admiral,  fails  In  keeping  back  the  French 
fleet,  ▼.  160 

Kilmarnock,  lord,  loins  the  rebel  ranks,  1745,  Ti. 

.  127 ;  fails  in  ndalng  his  tenants  to  fight  for  the 
Stuart  cause,  140 ;  trial  of,  July  28, 174tf ;  pleads 
guilty;  description  of  his  appearance,  173;  exe- 
cuted on  Tower  Hill,  Aug.  18,  174 

Kilwarden,  lord ;  lord  chief  justice,  murdered  by 
the  Bmmett  Insurrectionists,  1803,  viL  426,  427 

King,  Gregory,  esUuates  the  population  from  the 
hearth  tax  returns,  v.  2,  3  ;  his  "  scheme  of  the 
income  and  expense  of  the  sereral  families  in 
England,"  analysed,  35-37,  4«-50,  52,  53,  58-60 

King  tried  for  taking  port  in  the  assassination 
plot,  y.  190 

Kmg,  lord,  extract  from  his  diary  on  a  petition  for 
lord  Geoive  Murray,  vL  21,  22;  lord  chancellor: 
causes  a  bill  to  be  introduced  enacting  that  all 
law  proceedings  be  in  the  English  language,  66 

King,  Dr.,  his  interview  with  Charles  Edward  in 
1750  in  London,  vL  181.  182 

King's  Weston,  built  by  Vanbrugh,  y.  456 

Kingsley,  Charles,  his  novel  entitled  "Alton 
Locke  ; "  quotation  from,  descriptive  of  the  en- 
lightened behaviour  of  class  towards  class  in 
1S62,  vili.  478,  479 

Kinsale  capitulates  to  Marlborough,  1690,  v.  119 

Kirchdonkem,  batUe  of,  July  15,  1761,  vi  250 

Kleber,  J.  B.,  defeated  by  the  Vendeans  at  ChoUet, 
Sept  1798,  viL  295:  serves  in  Jourdan's  army, 
312;  surrender  of  Maestricht  to,  1794,  818;  his 
struggle  agidnst  a  Mussulman  army,  880 ;  assas- 
sinated, Jime  14, 1800,  405 

Klundert  taken  by  Dumouries,  vil.  271 

Kneller,  Godfrey,  a  German ;  patronised  by  the 
duke  of  Monmouth;  and  becomes  the  fawion- 
able  portrait  painter  in  England,  v.  461 ;  list  of 
his  more  famous  likenesses,  and  their  general 
characteristics,  462 ;  president  of  a  private  aca- 
demy of  painting,  viL  67 

Knight,  Miss  C,  Quotations  from  her  **Autoliio- 
graphy ''  illustrative  of  the  relations  between  the 
prince  Regent  and  princess  Charlotte,  viii.  64,  65 

Knight,  sir  John,  complains  of  the  exportation  of 
com,  V.  182 

Knight,  John,  imprisoned  for  being  concerned  in 
Uie  Manchester  reform  meeting,  1819,  viii.  164 

Knight,  itobcrt,  cashier  of  the  South  Sea  Company ; 
flies  to  Brabant;  his  tamperings  with  the  cash 
books,  vi  45 

Koenig  invent!  the  steam  printing  machine,  viiL 
132 

KoUn,  battle  of,  June  17.  1757,  vi.  228.  229 

Konigsmark,  count  Philip,  tragedy  of  his  death, 
vi.  3 

Kosciusko,  engases  in  the  American  cause,  1777,  vi. 
377;  appointed  leader  of  the  Polish  army,  1794, 
vil.  314 ;  defeats  the  Russians,  April  4,  ibid. ; 
compelled  to  retreat  by  the  Prusdan  and  Aus- 
trian forces,  wounded  in  batUe,  Oct  10,  315 

Kuchuk  Kanarji,  peace  of,  1774 ;  iti  terms,  vL  326, 
467 

Kimersdorf ,  batUe  of,  1759,  vi  240 


LABKDOYftRE,  oolonol   in   the  Grenoble   srarrison  ; 
Joins  Napoleon,   1815,   viii.   26  ;   tried  by  court 
martial  on  Louis'  restoration,  and  shot,  47 
Labelyo,  the  builder  of  Westminster  bridge,  vli  82 
Laborde  engasod  in  the  battle  of  Vimiero,  vii  502 
Liibouchere.    Henry,  master   of   the   mint;   vice 

president  of  the  board  of  trade,  viii.  381 
La  Boimlonnais,  governor  of  the  Isle  do  France ; 

Fort  St  OooTKe  capitulates  to,  1746,  vi  201 
LAbuurors  and  artisans ;  condition  of  tm  agricitltural 
labourer,  rtgno  of  queen  Anne,  as  compared  with 
one  of  the  present  day,  v.  60,  51 ;  cnomcter  of 
the  ftgrictiltuml,  tfmp.  queen  Anno,  51 ;  hardship 


and  distress  among,  oouaed  by  the  corrupt  state 
of  the  silver  coin^,  182  ;  labour  question  Ijc- 
tween  master  and,  from  Uie  reign  of  Edward 
III.  to  the  present  time,  vi  184-186;  the  Uws 
against  the  combination  of,  185 ;  number  of 
agricultural,  in  1770  and  1851,  vli.  4 ;  oonditicm 
of  the  farm,  of  Suffolk,  7  ;  the  Luddite  riots  and 
destruction  of  machinery,  1812,  548 ;  desire  and 
attempta  to  level  all  distinction  between,  viii 
287  ;  incendiary  fires  and  machine  breaking, 
ibid, ;  riota  at  Derby,  Nottingham,  and  Bristol, 
1831,  288-290 ;  admonition  to,  290  ;  limitation  of 
labour  in  factories,  333,  334;  pauperised  oondi* 
tion  of,  1834 ;  injuatice  done  to  the  independent, 
by  the  old  parochial  aystem,  837-40 ;  aani- 
tarv  condition  of;  state  of  their  dwellings ; 
evil  effects  of  bad  drainage  on  their  health,  901- 
393 ;  cleanliness  amongst  town  labourers,  pro- 
moted by  public  baths  and  washhouses,  893, 
394  ;  condition  of  the  factory  workers,  395; 
cruelUea  inflicted  on  the  children  and  women 
employed  in  the  coal  mines,  896.  390 ;  condition 
of  agricultural,  896-398 ;  condition  of,  during  the 
pevalence  of  Chartism  in  1839,  417,  418 :  popu- 
larity of  Chartist  principles  amongst,  419;  sir 
J.  Graham's  bill  for  limiting  the  hours  of  labour 
in  fiictories  to  twelve ;  debate  and  amendments 

•  on  it.  615,  516;  the  bill  passed,  516;  Fielden's 
bill,  for  limiting  the  number  of  working  hours  in 
factories  to  ten,  passed,  552 

Lace  trade,  reigns  of  William  and  Anne,  v.  19,  SO 

La  Fayette,  G.  M.,  appointed  nu^or-general  in 
the  United  Statea  army,  1777,  vi  377 ;  present  at 
Comwallis's  surrender,  1781,  428 ;  elected  com- 
mander of  the  French  national  guud,  1789,  vii 
174 ;  attempts  to  save  Toulon,  175  ;  ordered  to 
march  to  Versailles,  178  ;  conducts  the  royal 
family  to  Paris,  180 ;  takes  the  oath  at  the  fede- 
ration f^te,  189 ;  keeps  watch  over  the  royal 
fkmily  in  the  Tuilcries,  200 ;  they  escape.  201 ; 
causes  them  to  be  captured  and  conducted  back 
to  Paris,  202  ;  commands  the  centre  army  sent 
against  Austria,  1792,  219 ;  denounces  the  insti- 
gators of  the  insurrection  of  Jime  20 ;  the  mob 
compel  him  to  fly  from  Paris,  222 ;  opposes  the 
orders  of  the  assembly ;  is  declared  a  traitor ; 
quits  his  army ;  is  arrested  by  the  Austxians, 
and  imprisoned,  228  ;  commands  the  national 
guard  of  Paris,  July  1830  ;  obtains  prmsession  of 
the  Hotel  de  Ville,  viii.  254 ;  where  he  receives 
the  duke  of  Orleans,  255 

La  FeuiUade,  French  general,  beaieffcs  Turin,  v.  300 

Lttfitte  heads  a  deputation  requesting  Marmont  to 
suspend  hoet|Utios,  viii.  253 ;  obtains  the  premier- 
ship of  France,  1830,  374 

Laguerrc,  patronised  by  Charles  II.  and  his  court, 
V.447 

Lahar  reduced  by  captain  Popham,  vii  129 

lia  Hogue,  batUe  of,  M^y  19, 1692,  v.  149,  150 

Lake  school  of  poetry,  viii.  118 

Lake,  general  Gerara,  his  campaign  against  the 
Irish  rebels,  1796,  vii.  365;  surrender  of  the 
Frmoh  under  Humbert  to,  868 ;  commands  the 
troops  in  Hindoetan  ;  compels  the  French  to 
retreat ;  his  triimiphant  campaign  completed  In 
the  victory  of  Lasworree,  Nov.  1.  1803,  456 

Lake  district,  farmers  of  Uie,  vii  31 ;  the  homo  of 
poetry,  ibid. ;  cultivation  in  the ;  changes  in  tiie 
social  condition  of  its  Inhabitants ;  turnips  first 
grown  as  a  field  crop,  1793,  32 

Lamartine,  remarks  of,  on  the  September  mas- 
sacres, 1792,  rii  230,  231 

Lamb,  air  C.  M.,  his  account  of  Burke's  dagger 
speech.  vU.  255 

Lamb,  Charles,  character  of  his  essays,  viii  128 

Lamb,  William.    See  Melbourne. 

Lamballe,  prinoesse  de,  a  friend  of  Marie  Antoin- 
nette;  her  death  scene,  Aug.  10,  1792,  vii.  229,  330 

Lambert,  general,  engaged  in  the  attack  on  New 
Orleans,  1815,  viii.  18,  19 

Lambesc.  prince,  attempts  to  quell  the  Paris  riots, 
1789,  vii  170 

Lancashire  before  the  cotton  era,  v.  23 ;  formerly 
an  agrictdtural  county,  vii  26 ;  the  hill  farmers 
of,  now  and  eighty  years  ago.  26,  27  ;  F^lde 
moss  converted  into  prvductivo  and,  27 ;  double 
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ooeupatiou  of  fiu-mer  and  weavor  in,  46;  rapid 
increaae  of  Bolton,  Bury,  Birmingham  and  Man- 
chester, 52 

liandau,  idoge  of ;  capitulates  to  the  allies,  1704,  y. 
287 

linden,  or  Noerwinden,  battle  of,  Jiily  29,  KWS,  v. 
164-166 

liandseer,  sir  Edwin,  succeeds  Ward  as  an 
animal  painter,  viiL  165 

liangara,  admiral  of  the  Spanish  fleet :  taken  pri- 
soner by  the  BriUah;  surprise  at  William  IV.'s 
obedience  as  a  midshipman,  tL  552 

liongdale,  destruction  of  his  distillery  by  the 
Gordon  rioters,  1780,  vL  409, 410 

Lansdown,  lord,  Hemy  Petty  ;  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  1806,  vii.  464.  577 ;  his  financial  pro- 
positions, 478;  lord  president  of  the  oounefl,  viii. 
267;  881 

lisnuase  leads  the  French  infantry  at  the  battle  of 
Alexandria;  slain.  Mar.  21, 1801, tU.  407 

Las  Torres,  count  of,  besieges  Ban  Mateo,  1705 ;  Is 
compelled  to  raise  the  slego  by  Peterborougfa, 
-who  follows  his  retreating  army,  v.  206 

I^wwarree,  battle  of.  Nor.  1, 1808.  vii  456 

LAtour,  an  Austrian  general ;  defeated  by  Moreau, 
1796,  Tii.  888,  329 

LAtude,  his  escape  from  the  Bastille,  1756,  tU.  171 

Lauderdale,  earl  of,  visits  Paris,  Aug.  1792,  vU.  22S, 
824  :  his  doubts  of  British  operations  in  Holland, 
1798,  270;  sent  to  Paris  to  negotiate  for  peace, 
460,  470 ;  opposes  the  gam  company,  1816.  viii.  66 

lAunay,  De,  governor  <«  the  Bastille,  vii.  171 ; 
defends  it  against  the  mob,  July  14,  1789, 172; 
capitulates  on  condition  of  having  a  free  pass ; 
he  Is  seised  and  murderad  bv  the  mob,  ITS 

lAurens^  Henry,  president  of  congress  ;  foresees 
more  war.  May,  1778,  vi.  890 ;  a  comrnlseioner  for 
aoouiring  peaco,  1782,  457 

Laurlston,  general,  enthusfaatic  reception  of,  in 
London,  as  the  bearer  of  peace,  1801,  viL  408, 
409 ;  his  despateh  to  Bonaparte,  1806,  448 

Lauxun,  general,  his  conduct  at  the  Boyno,  1690,  v. 
108 ;  oonsiden  Limerick  untenable,  116 

Lavalette  tried  by  cotirt  martial  for  aiding  Bona- 
parte ;  condemned  to  death  ;  escapes,  vlli.  47 

La  VeudA},  the  war  in,  1798,  vll.  292296 

Iaw,  proceedings  of,  orderod  to  be  transacted  in 
the  English  language,  1731,  vi.  65,  66 

Iaw,  John,  his  Mississippi  scheme,  vi.  4S,  44 

Law  ot  Settlement    See  Settlement 

Law  reform.    See  Brougham. 

Lawrence,  captain  of  the  '*  Chesapeake,'*  his  com- 
bat with  Broke;  died  1813,  vliL  11 

Lawrence,  his  conference  with  Akbar  Khan ;  sus- 
pects his  good  faith ;  placed  as  a  hostege  in  his 
hand«,  viiL  456 

Lawrence,  mi^or,  oommands  the  forces  blockading 
Trichonopoly,  1752,  vi  205 

Lawrence,  sir  Thomas,  popularity  of,  as  a  portrait 
painter,  died  1830,  viU.  152 

Laybacb,  oongroas  at;  circular  issued  by,  1821, 
vili.  176. 177,  882 

Layer,  Chnstopher,  executed  for  being  concerned 
In  a  oomspiracy  against  George  L,  1722,  vi.  49 

Leach,  sir  John,  vice-chancellor,  viiJ.  158;  the 
king's  adviser  in  the  matter  of  the  queen,  163 

Lead  mines  of  Derbyshire,  v.  21 

Lead,  black,  mine  of  Borrowdale,  v.  29 

Leako,  admiral  sir  John,  attacks  De  Pontis,  and 
destroys  his  fleet,  March,  1704,  v.  292 ;  as  admiral 
mils  with  reinforcements  for  the  relief  of  Barce- 
lona, 1706,  298 :  captures  Sardinia ;  oairies  Fort 
Mahon,  1708,  338 

Lebos  guillotined,  1794,  vii.  310 

Le  Brun  imprisoned,  vii.  277;  associated  with 
Bonaparte  as  consul,  387  ;  has  the  control  of  the 
finances,  392 

Lechmere  returned  H.P.  1710,  v.  364:  impeaches 
the  earl  of  Derwentwater  of  high  treason,  1716, 
vi.  19 :  brings  in  a  bill  to  strengthen  the  Protest- 
ant interest,  24 ;  his  amendment  of  the  Septennial 
biU,  26 
Loclerc  aids  in  expelling  the  Assembly  fW>m  their 

haU,  1790,  vii.  384,  885 
Lede,  marquis  dl,  landja  in  Sicily  with  an  army ; 
hm  operations,  1718,  vl.  34 


Loo,  Arthur,  appointed  a  oommiadoner  to  take 
charge  of  American  affaira  in  Europe ;  his  nego- 
tiaUons,  vi.  872 

LeediL  description  of  its  cloth  market,  and  the 
clotniers  attending  it,  v.  27 :  obtains  parliament- 
ary representation,  1832,  viii.  307 ;  population  of, 
in  1831  and  1861.  308 

Leeds,  Thomas  Osborne,  duke  of,  uzigfes  William  not 
to  abandon  England,  v.  99,  100 ;  authorised  by 
William  to  present  an  Act  of  Grace  for  politioal 
offences  to  the  peers,  104 ;  presides  at  Hohun'a 
trial,  160  ;  impeached  for  bribery,  but  on  the 
prorogation  of  parliament^  the  impeachment  fbll 
to  the  ground,  177 

Leefdale,  baron  de,  a  partaer  in  Grandval's  plot  to 
assassinate  William,  1692.  v.  152, 154 

Leo  Priory,  Kent,  buUt  by  Wyatt,  viii.  141 

Lef ebvre,  general,  taken  prisoner  by  the  British, 
1808,  ^i.  505. 

Legard,  sir  Digby,  his  agricultural  improvements. 

Legend!^  his  petition  to  Louis,  1792,  vii.  221 

Legge,  H.  B.,  chanceUor  of  the  exchequer,  vl.  208, 
820 ;  reftises  his  signatore  to  the  subsidy  war- 
rants, 1755,  206 :  he  is  dismisBed  Ub  olBoe,  209 : 
re^}pointed  to  it,  1756,  218, 820 ;  again  dismissed, 
1757,  220 :  receives  the  freedom  of  London,  221 ; 
again  roappointed,  1757»  227,  821 ;  again  removed, 
1761,  246 

Legion  MenoriaL  the,  1701,  v.  248^  249 

Legislative  Asaeiably  established,  1791 ;  its  consti- 
tution and  parties,  vU.  805 


Legnits,  battle  of,  1760,  vi  240 
Lefeeaterriijre,  its 


trades  and  manufactures,  v.  19 
Leipsig,  alliance  of,  April,  1631,  v.  386 ;  battles  of, 
Oct.  16  and  18»  1813,  vii  564 

by  the  court  of 


Lei; 


.  16  and  18»  1813.  vii  564 
extensive  employmtnt  of. 


uy,  extensi' 

Charles  II.,  v.  447,~461 

Lennox,  Ladv  Sarah,  George  III.'s  love  for,  vi  247 

Leoben,  prolhninaxles  of  peace  of,  algned  April  18. 
1797.  vk  843,  412 

Leopold  I.,  of  Germany,  roivesented  at  the  Hague 
congrees,  1691 ;  his  mterests,  v.  122 ;  desires  the 
prolongation  of  war,  1697,  198 ;  muried  one  of 
Charles  II.  of  Spain's  sisters,  225  ;  delays  sisning 
the  Psrtition  treaty,  1700,  242;  Joins  the  Grand 
Alliance  against  France,  1701,  250 ;  suooeeded  by 
Joseph  I.,  1705,  475 

Leopold  II.  of  Oennany ;  meets  the  King  of  Prussia 
at  Pihiitz :  they  issue  the  declaration  of  Pilnltz, 
1791,  vii  207  ;  died.  Mar.  1, 1792,  217 :  the  French 
dedare  war  against  him,  1702,  412 ;  emperor, 
1790-1792,  674 

Leopold  of  Belgium,  prince  of  Saxe  Coburg; 
marrios  prinoeas  Chaitotte,  May  2,  1816 ;  national 
acquiescence  in  the  marriage,  viii  63,  54;  national 
sympathy  at  his  loss  of  the  princess,  1818,  94 ; 
chosen  Ung,  1831;  manies  Louis  Philippe's 
eldest  daughter,  vii.  373 

Lepaux,  president  of  the  French  Directory,  his 
prochunatian,  1797.  vii.  835 

Lescura,  a  Yendean  leader,  vii  294 ;  his  humanity 
saves  5000  Vendeans ;  his  horror  on  hearing  of 
the  queen's  death,  295 ;  death  of,  1793,  296 

L'E>itrang«,  colonel,  commands  the  Hussan  at  the 
Manchester  massacre,  1819,  viii.  107, 108 

Lethbrldge,  sh:  Thomas,  his  motion  against  Bur- 
dett,  yQ.  527 

Letten  opened  by  ilio  secretary  of  state;  agitated 
stato  of  the  country  thereat ;  inquiry  into  the 
extent  of  the  practice,  viii.  518  ;  reports  of  the 
committees ;  they  tranquilliie  the  public,  519. 

Leuthen,  or  LIssa,  battle  of:  Dec.  5,  1757,  \i.  231 

Leycester,  moves  for  MolviDe's  impeachment  1805, 
vii.  440 

libel  biU  fails  in  being  passed,  1791 ;  but  is  carried, 
June  11, 1792,  vii  212,  218 

libraries,  parochial,  founded  by  Dr.  Bray,  v. 
206 ;  and  established  by  act  of  parliament  in  1708, 
ibid. 

Licenshig  act,  expiration  of  the,  1698,  v.  158;  pro- 
posed renewal  of.  rejected,  1695, 177 

licensing  plays,  the  act  for,  1787,  vi.  90 

licentiousness  of  society  at  various  periods  in  the 
17th  snd  18th  centuries,  v.  57|  58»  206,  207  ;  vii 
108,  111,  112 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


«88 


INDEX. 


\ 


U4fpi  captured  by  M«rlbdrough,  Oct  8S,  1702,  ▼. 
960 ;  InTuted  by  VlUsroy,  1705,  802 

Ugny,  batUe  of,  Juno  16,  1815,  tUL  29,  SO 

Ligonier,  air  John,  oomuuuider  of  the  ^g<*t** 
cavalry  at  Lauffeld ;  taken  prlaoner,  vl.  180 

Lille  beideged  bv  the  Alliea,  1708,  t.  338,  340 ;  mn-- 
render  0ec.  29,  846 ;  bombarded  luiaucoeasfitlly 
by  the  Auatriana,  Oct.  1792,  viL  286 

Limbouig  taken  by  Marlborough,  1708,  t.  266 

limehouae  churoh,  built  b3^  Hawknnoor,  t.  457 

Limerick,  the  Jacobites  take  refuge  in,  v.  116 ;  de- 
■ehptkni  of  the  town  and  eurroundlng  country  in 
a  military  point  of  view,  116 ;  inyeatedby  William 
III.,  Aug.  0, 1600, 117 :  SarBfield,  the  commander 

,  of  the  ganlKm,  With  500  horMs  makea  a  aucceea 
f ul  attack  upon  William's  supplies  and  artillery, 
ibid.  :  sereral  attempts  to  take  the  town  by  assamt 
failed,  and  the  oiege  raised  on  the  29th,  118 ;  ca- 
pitulates to  general  GinkeU,  1691, 128 ;  treaty  of, 
129 

Lincoln,  general,  commands  the  forces  in  Charles- 
ton ;  capltulatea  Hay  12,  1780,  yl.  411 

Lincoln,  Abraham,  President  of  the  United  States ; 
liis  message  pniposiiur  a  gradual  emandpatioin  of 
tbe  slaves,  1862,  viiL  380 

Lincolnshire,  population  of ;  reclaiming  tbe  land  in, 
V.  21 ;  fens  oi,  drained  and  reclaimed  by  Ronnie, 
vil.  14, 16 ;  reclamation  of  the  heath  and  wolds  of, 
15. 16 ;  22  persons  to  every  100  acres  in  1841,  24 

Lino,  captain  of  the  Edinbiusrh  dty  guard ;  his  evi- 
dence as  to  the  Porteous  riot,  vL  81 

Lindsay,  lieutenant,  his  share  in  the  Olencoe  mas- 
e,  1692,  V.  188,  139,  141 


Line  engraving  and  engravers,  1784-1820,  viii.  156 

Linen  trade,  the.  temp,  ^imiiam  and  Anne,  v.  25 

Ltngard,  Dr.,  character  of  hi»  "History  of  Eng- 
land," viiL  478 

Linieres,  general,  commands  the  troops  in  Buenos 
Ayres.  1817 ;  obtains  favourable  terms  from  gene- 
ral Whitelock.  vii.  486 

lisbon,  peace  of,  Feb.  18, 1668,  v.  887 ;  earthquake 
at,  1755,  vi  210 

lisle,  negotiations  at,  for  peace,  1797,  viL  842 

Lissa.    SeeLeuthen. 

Literature,  view  of  the,  temp.  William  and  Anne, 
y.  60 ;  sketch  of  the,  frmnl709  to  1742 ;  the  essay- 
ists ;  general  Uteraiy  capacity  of  the  period;  the 
legislature  connected  with,  and  the  poets,  401- 
416 ;  manners  of  tbe  same  period  illustrated  by 
Its,  417-488;  rise  of  a  reading  pubUc,  483 ;  spread 
of  knowledge  of  andentb  484 ;  popular  element  in 
controverpy,  435 ;  "  battla  of  the  books,"  by  Swift, 
published  1704,  ibid. ;  Pope's  essay  on  ontieifln, 
486;  banter  upon  antiquaries,  486,  437;  his 
"Dunciad,"  437-441;  character  of  Swift's  writ- 
ings, 442;  his  "Tale  of  tbe  Tub," 443;  "Gulli- 
ver's Travels," 443,  444 ;  Defoe.  445 ;  "The  Craffai- 
man,"  the  poity  organ  for  Walpole's  opponents, 
Pulteney  and  others,  printed  by  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, who  is  convicted  of  a  libel,  1781,  vi  67 ;  the 
proceedings  of  parliament  not  published  for 
sevOTol  years  snosequent  to  1747,  178;  Henry 
Fielding's  "  Inquiry  into  the  Causes  of  the  late 
increase  of  Robbers,  1760, "  191 ;  Goldsmith's  * '  His- 
tory of  England."  1771. 193 ;  Wilkes  and  Church- 
ill start  the  "North  Briton."  June.  1762,  260; 
Churchill's  "Prophecy  of  Famine,"  Jan.  1763, 
261 ;  Dickenson's  "  Letters  from  a  Farmor  in 
Pemisylvania,"  807 ;  arrest  of  printers  for  pub- 
lishing the  debates  of  parliament,  317;  after 
much  agitation  and  rioting,  the  affair  blows  over, 
and  the  printers  and  others  are  released  from 
prison,  818,319;  advanced  by  Jesuitical  efforts, 
827;  Yorkshire  dialect  60  years  since,  vii.  29  ; 
changes  in  the  commerce  of ,  88,  84 ;  the  age  of 
magwdnes,  84 ;  Johnson  the  link  between  the  two 
periods,  1737-1783,  85 ;  state  of,  time  of  Geoige 
II.,  86, 87 :  Richardson, 87,  88 ;  Fielding,  88 ;  Smol- 
lett, Sterne,  Goldsmith,  89;  the  writers  from 
1760-1783,  89,  90 ;  pubUcation  of  Burke's  "Reflec- 
tions on  the  French  Revolution,"  1790,  190; 
"  Anti-Jacobin"  started  by  Canning ;  first  num- 
ber appeared  November  20.  1797,  345 ;  immense 
influence  of  Cobbett's  "Twopenny  Register" 
upon  the  labouring  classes,  1816,  viii  78,  74; 
sketch  of  English,  1784-1820,  112-188;   Cowper, 


112-114;  Crabbo.  114,  115:  Boms,  116;  Dar- 
win, 117  :  Delia  Cruscau  school,  ibid.  ;  the  I^ke 
school,  117.  118;  Southey,  Coleridge,  118;  and 
Wordsworth,  118,  119 ;  Scott,  119,  120 ;  Byron, 
120 ;  SheUey  snd  Keats ;  the  narrative  poems  of 
Campbell,  Rogers,  Byron,  Hunt,  Moore,  121 ;  and 
Crabbe ;  delineation  of  manners  contained  in  his 
works,  121,  122;  a  more  Bvangelioal  spirit  is 
revived  amongst  the  people,  122, 128 :  tas  theo- 
logical literature,  128,  124;  sermons  of  Cfaabnen, 
BUr,  and  Hall,  124 ;  hatred  of  tbe  stage.  124,126; 
plays  written  by  Byron,  Coleridge  snd  ifihnaw 
125  ;the  smaller  novelists,  125,  126 ;  theWawriey 
novels,  126, 127 ;  and  Jane  Austen's  writings ;  the 
Edinburgh  Review,  127;  and  the  Quwteriy; 
Blackwood's  Magaidno ;  the  essaytsts ;  Lamb,  128 : 
Haslitt,  128, 129;  Hunt  and  Foster;  thenoUtlcal 
econcnoQists— Malthtts,  Mill,  Ricardoi  and  Chal- 
mers, 129 ;  coarseness  of  the  Journalism  of  1829. 
169;  the  prBS^  snd  its  regulation  in  India,  222. 
223 ;  "Penny  Maoarine"  rtsrted,  March  31. 188^ 
811;  its  large  c&oulatlon  a  proof  of  the  in- 
creased desire  of  the  people  for  knowledge,  812 ; 
the  new  law  of  copyright  of  1842,  and  its  am^ioa- 
tlon  to  copyrights  about  to  expire,  462-467 ;  the 
novelists-^klt.  467;  Hook,  467,  468;  ephemeral 
critics  and  superficially  informed  writers,  468, 
469;  utilitarianism,  469,  470;  changes  in  the 
character  of  literature,  470 ;  the  historians— Ma- 
caulay,  470-472;  Hallam,  472 ;  Carlyle,  472,  473 ; 
Lingard,  Tytler.  Forster,  Mahon,  473:  Broug- 
ham, 473, 474 ;  Napier,  Mitford,  Thirlwall,  Grate, 
474 ;  the  novelists— Lytton,  Dickens,  Ainsworth, 
Thackeray,  and  others.  476 ;  prevalenoe  of  serials 
and  works  of  fiction.  476, 476;  Miss  Martfaiean's 

Klittcal  economy  tales,  477,  478 ;  tbe  novels  of 
ckens,  GaskeU,  478;  Ki^ey,  478.  479; 
Thackeray,  479;  the  poets— 'Tenmrson,  Brown- 
ing, 480,  481 ;  Hood,  481,  482 ;  Punch ;  Theo. 
logical  writers,  482 ;  the  political  economy  and 
statistical  writers;  the  scientific  writers,  488; 
the  essayists  and  critics,  483,  484 ;  antiquarian 
publication ;  travels,  the  book  trade,  484 ;  news- 
papers, 484, 485 ;  analysis  of  the  literatnre  issued, 
1816-1851,  486 ;  chronological  table  of  the  British 
writers  of  the  present  century,  487-491 

lithography,  invention  of ;  introduoed  into  Eng- 
land; eany  prints  and  lithographs,  viii  157 

littieton  contests  the  speakeruilp  of  the  commons 
with  Harlev,  1701,  v.  252 

Lituiigy,  bill  for  the  refonn  of,  rejected.  16W,  y.  78 

liverpool,  communication  between  tno  trading 
towns  and,  very  imperfect  before  the  Mersey,  Ir- 
well,  and  Weaver  were  made  navigable,  y.  24 ; 
rapid  progress  of,  26;  fonneriy  engaged  in  the 
slave  mule,  ibid. 

liverpool,  ean  of,  Robert  Jenkinaon ;  lordHawkee- 
bury ;  makes  his  first  speech  on  the  side  of  go- 
vernment^ 1794,  vii  817 ;  foreign  secretary,  1801- 
1804,  401,  577 ;  his  frequent  interviews  with 
Otto;  signs  the  prelimhiaries  of  peaoe  with 
France,  1801,  408 ;  complains  of  Napoleon's  con- 
duct, 410 ;  his  oonespondenco  with  Talleyrand, 
1804,  432,  488;  declines  the  premiership;  lord 
warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  1806L  468 :  home 
secretary,  1807, 480 :  unable  to  sena  Wellington 
fresh  troops,  521 ;  his  fears  fw  the  safety  of  the 
British  army  in  Portugal,  1809,  524 ;  war  and 
colonial  seoretsij  of  state,  1809-1812,  526,  677; 
declares  England  unable  to  continue  operations 
long  in  the  Peninsula,  687 ;  prime  minister;  first 
commissioner  of  the  treasury,  June,  1812,  542, 
543 ;  home  secretsrv,  1804-1806,  577 ;  congratu- 
lates Wellington  on  his  victory  at  RalaTnanfia,  655 ; 
proposes  a  oill  of  pains  and  penalties  against 
queen  Caroline,  vUl.  168 ;  but  subsequently  aban- 
aons  it,  172 ;  presses  for  the  re-admission  of  Can- 
ning into  the  Cabinet,  174 ;  tries  a  second  time  in 
vain,  181 ;  his  snswer  to  the  king's  question  aa  to 
what  political  principles  were  to  oe  followed,  184, 
185 ;  measures  proposed  for  insuring  the  stability 
of  the  public  credit,  199,  200 ;  he  is  against  grant- 
ing reUef  to  Roman  Catholics,  201;  taken 
vdth  a  fit  of  apoplexy,  Febu  18, 1827,  which  inca- 
pacitates him  for  business;  his  long  friendship 
vrith  Canning,  203 
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liTinsttone,  air  Thomas,  commander  of  the  foroes 
in  Scotland,  v.  1S2^;  inBtructlons  to,  aa  to  High- 
land rebels,  1S2, 135 ;  considered  not  griilty  of  the 
Olencoe  massacre,  141 

liocal  Jurisdiction  Courts  bill  rejected,  18SS,  vill. 
325.  390 

liQchiel.    See  Cameron  of  LochleL 

I«ocke  opposes  the  depreciated  currency  theory,  y. 
184 

liocher,  B.  H.  note  on ;  quotation  from  his  momotr 
on  major  Andr^  vi  416 

I«ondon,  influence  of  the  hirge  population  of,  upon 
agriculture,  y.  81 ;  population  in  1688  and  1801, 
87;  yeasels  belonging  to  the  port  of,  in  1702, 
ibid. ;  extenslyo  commerce  of,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  18th  century,  88 ;  the  yarious  tra- 
ding companies  of,  S9 ;  the  banking  system 
oommenced  in,  temp.  Charles  II.  ibid,;  mania 
for  comFonies  in,  at  the  beginning  of  the  ISth 
centiuy,  41 :  the  tradesmen  of,  in  queen  Anne's 
reign,  42;  the  rebuilding  of,  by  tdr  C.  Wren, 
after  the  fire,  43 ;  the  progress  of  the  fashion- 
able world  of,  to  the  west,  43.  44 ;  its  streets ; 
their  sti^,  passengers  and  police,  45,  46 ;  desire 
ol  nobility  and  gentnr  to  gather  in,  67 ;  the  man- 
uers  and  aust<mis  oi,  as  influenced  by  this  de- 
sire, ibid. ;  laigo  amount  of  pauperism  in,  temp, 
queen  Anne,  60 ;  club  life  <%  427,  428 ;  Wren's 
plan  of  rebuilding,  450 ;  the  parish  churches  of, 
built  by  Wren,  452-454 ;  street  life  of,  temp.  Anne 
and  Qeorge  I.,  466-468 ;  the  Londcmers  prepare  to 
resist  the  Highlanders,  1745,  yL  149;  pubUo  feel- 
ing in,  during  the  rebellion,  149, 160 :  preyalence 
of  robberies,  and  scarcity  of  police  in,  temp.  Oeorae 
II.,  192 ;  riots  of  Spitalfields  weayers  in,  276 ;  the 
Wilkite  mol^  1768;  riots  among  the  sailors  and 
coalheayers,  290;  address  and  remonstrance  of 
the  city  of,  denying  the  legality  of  the  parlia- 
ment, 814.  815;  contests  between  the  house  of 
commons  and  the  corporation  of,  317;  address 
and  remonstrance  of  the  city  of,  to  the  king,  de- 
nouncing the  goyemment  measures  rejecting 
America,  348 ;  monument  in  momorv  of  W.  Pit^ 
oarl  of  CSiatiiam,  erected  in  the  Guildhall  by  the 
corporation  of,  390;  Gordon  riots  in,  1780,  406- 
410 ;  reception  of  the  news  of  Comwallis's  sur- 
render in  1781,  430 ;  supply  of  animal  food  for, 
troTo.  Essex,  yiL  8 ;  butter  and  ducks  from  Bucks, 
9  :  sale  of  cattle  and  sheep  at  Smithfield  in  1732, 
1770,  and  1859, 12 ;  eating,  ooifee,  and  chop-houses ; 
and  other  public  refreshment  places  in,  94-96 ; 
Highbinry  bam;  the  Deyil  tayem;  the  Mitre; 
the  White  Conduit  house ;  the  Globe ;  Garraway's 
and  TThite's ;  95 ;  the  Chapter  coffee-house,  96 ; 
Banelagh  gardens  opened,  1742,  Und. ;  the  com- 
pany at  the  Ranelagu  and  Vauxhall  galena,  96- 
98 ;  tbe  Pantheon  opened,  1772,  98 ;  club-life  and 
gambling  in;  Almack's,  Boodle's,  White's,  Ac., 
104,  105;  the  dtisens  and  txadesmen  of;  theh: 
gluttony  and  ignorance,  113 ;  manners  and  oha* 
racter-s  of  the  lower  orders,  113, 114 ;  rabbles  and 
mobs  in,  115,  116;  the  police  and  watchmen  of, 
116, 117 ;  thanksgiying  m,  on  the  king's  recoyery, 
1788, 155 ;  assault  on  the  king  by  a  mob  of.  1795. 
323;  the  declaration  of  the  Inhabitants  ot,  that 
they  will  defend  the  British  kingdom,  1808,  425 ; 
the  corporation  of,  opposes  the  renewal  of  the 
Income  tax  in  1816,  yuL  52 ;  its  crime  encouraged 
by  its  police ;  extensive  preyalence  of  crime  and 
vice,  (55 ;  state  of,  before  and  after  the  passing  of 
the  Westminster  Paying  and  Ldghting  Act  in 
1762.  65,  66  ;  the  introduction  of  gas  in  Pall  MaU 
In  1807  considerably  influenced  the  preyention  of 
crime,  6Q ;  mendicity,  vagrancy,  and  destitution 
In,  66,  67 ;  evils  produced  by  the  law  of  settle- 
ment, 67 ;  inquiry  into  the  state  of  education  of 
the  poorer  classes  of,  69 ;  saving  banks  in,  70 ; 
the  Hampden  club  of,  75  ;  the  Spenoeans,  75,  76 ; 
the  meeting  in  the  Spa  fields,  and  the  riot  in  the 
city,  which  latter  is  put  down  by  the  mayor, 
76-78:  architecture  and  architects  of,  140-148; 
Waterloo  bridge,  commenced  1811,  completed 
1817,  buOt  by  Rennio ;  Southwark  and  Vauxhall 
bridgoa,  147,  148;  docks  of,  and  London  bridge 
built  by  Reiuiie,  148 ;  the  sculpture  of,  148-150 ; 
,  the  Townley,  Phlgaleian,  and   Elgin   marbles. 


150 ;  enthusiastic  synuwthy  of  its  mechanics  wi^ 
queen  Caroline,  168, 169:  mechanics'  institution 
of,  inaugurated  by  Dr.  Birkbeck,  1823 ;  univer- 
sity of,  opened,  1828,  231 ;  dread  of  the  proposed 
new  pouce  for.  1828,  332 ;  increased  representa- 
tion of,  eflTected  by  the  Beform  act  of  1832 ;  con- 
dition of  the  four  new  boroughs— Marylebone, 
Finsbury,  the  Tower  Hamlets,  and  Lambeth, 
306,  307;  oopulation  and  houses  in,  1841,  386.  387; 
supply  of  food  to,  387-391 ;  sanitary  condition 
of  its  labouring  classes,  391-394;  eyfls  arising 
from  interment  in,  394 ;  Walker's  usefulness  in 
reclaiming  the  Devfl's  Acre,  399 

London  bridge,  viii.  148 

Londonderry,  siege  of,  and  gallant  defence  by 
Walker  and  Baker,  1689,  v.  82-86;  invested  April 
20,  83;  miseries,  starvation,  and  agonising  de- 
spair endured  by  the  besieged,  84 ;  the  relief, 
85 :  the  siege  is  raised,  Aug*  Ij.  86 

Londonderry,  marquis  of.    See  CasUereagh,  lord. 

Londondeny,  marquis  of,  anger  of,  in  parliament, 
1831,  viiL  277  ;  being  considered  incompetent  to 
act  as  ambassador  to  Russia  he  declines  the  post, 
1835,356 

Longwy  taken  by  the  Prussians,  Aug.  22, 1792,  vil. 

Losowits,  batUe  of,  Oct  1, 1756,  y.  216 

Lotteries,  multitudinosity  of,  temp.  William  III.,  v. 
41,  170;  suppressed,  1698.  41 

Loudon,  earl  of,  commands  the  British  troops  in 
America,  vL  218 ;  shrinks  from  attacking  Louis- 
bouiig,  280;  censured  and  recalled,  233;  sur- 
prises Frederick  in  his  camp,  234 

Loughborough,  A.  Wedderbum,  lord,  solicitor- 
general,  1771  ;  reproves  Fox's  expression  of  "cri- 
minals.^ vi.  318 ;  insults  Franklin.  838 ;  attorney- 
general  ;  his  opinion  on  the  employment  of  the 
military  in  suppressing  riots,  409 ;  supports  Fox's 
Libel  bill,  1792,  viL  218 ;  attempts  to  promote 
a  union  between  Fox  and  Pitt,  hoping  thereby 
to  obtain  the  lord  chancellorship,  216;  his 
further  Intrigues  for  the  same  ol^ect  are  suc- 
cessful ;  he  obtains  the  great  seal,  Jan.  28, 1798. 
244,  245;  his  "Traitorous  Correspondence'*  bill 
pasiaed  in  a  modified  form,  267 ;  his  extravagant 
idea  of  the  success  of  the  British  arms  in  Holland, 
270.  271 ;  principal  advisor  of  the  trials  of  Hardy 
and  others;  anecdote  of  Georae  III.  and,  303; 
his  opinion  on  the  order  forbidding  the  Bank  to 
pay  in  cash,  333,  334 ;  one  of  "  the  Imig's  friends," 
398,  399 ;  opposes  the  concessions  to  Catholics. 
399 ;  resigns  his  chancellorship,  1801,  401 ;  lord 
chancellor,  1783.  576  * 

Louis,  prince,  of  Baden,  commands  the  allied 
armies  in  1704,  alternately  with  Marlborough, 
y.  277;  aids  him  in  gaining  the  battle  of  we 
Schellenberg  or  Donawert,  July  2,  TTS;  dis- 
patched bv  Marlborough  to  carry  on  the  siege  of 
Ingoldstadt,  280 ;  con<hicts  the  siege  of  Landau, 
which  capitulates  in  Dec  287 

Louis  XIY. ;  extent  of  his  aid  to  king  James,  1600, 
y.  106 ;  receives  James'  project  of  hivading  Eng- 
land, with  coldness,  v.  114 ;  his  power  and  king- 
'dom,  120;  himself,  not  the  French,  the  real 
enemy  of  £nglan(L  121 ;  besieges  Mons  and  com- 
pels ft  to  surrender,  124 ;  on  the  death  of  his 
minister  Louvois  he  offers  his  assistance  to  James 
in  invading  England,  148 ;  conducts  the  siege  of 
Namur,  150 ;  which  surrenders  to  him,  151 ;  his 
position  and  opinions,  162;  the  routine  of  his 
day,  163 ;  prepares  for  a  campaign,  1693,  ibtd.  ; 
suddenly  leaves  his  army  and  returns  to  Ver- 
sailles, 164;  promises  to  aid  James  in  invading 
England,  if  the  Jacobites  rise.  186 ;  n«gotiatea 
for  peace  with  William  III.,  1697,  198 ;  the  treaty 
of  Byswick  is  concluded,  199;  his  reception  of 
the  English  ambassador.  Portland,  1698,  208; 
sends  count  Tallard  as  kis  ambassador  at  the 
court  of  William,  209 ;  William's  dread  of  Spain 
and  the  Indies  being  acquired  by,  226 ;  seizes  the 
Sjpanish  crown  for  his  grandson  William  in  c^jpo- 
sition  to  the  terms  of  the  two  partition  treaties, 
230 ;  suspected  of  bribing  the  English,  232 ;  his 
ostentatious  extravagance  and  that  of  his  court 
bring  about  the  poverty  of  the  nation,  237 ;  his 
policy,  238;   attempts  to  influence  Charles  of 
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Spain  to  placo  tiie  sucooBsion  in  the  Bonrbon 
family,  242;  he  accepts  the  will  of  Charles,  243 ; 
his  grandson  sucoeeds  to  the  Spanish  dominions, 
ibid.;  on  the  death  of  James  II.,  in  1701,  he  pro- 
claims his  son  the  prince  of  Wales,  as  James  III., 
king  of  England,  251 ;  concentrates  the  military 
of  ranco  upon  Germany,  274 ;  receives  news  ci 
the  defeat  of  his  armies  at  Blenheim,  286 ;  feels 
his  losses  in  the  Low  Countries ;  invited  to  in- 
vade Scotland,  SIO;  pride  roused  by  Marl- 
borough's demands;  his  example,  and  appeal  to 
Ills  8iA>]eet8,  fires  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  843 ; 
anguish  at  ^e  exhausted  state  of  the  kingdom 
and  inabili^  to  obtain  peace,  862 ;  secretly  pro- 
motes the  election  of  Charles  of  Austria  to  the 
German  empire,  1711, 875 ;  makes  viscount  Boling- 
broke  a  present  of  a  ring  worth  4000L  dturing  ms 
embassage  at  Paris,  1718,  806 ;  his  concessions  in 
the  Peace  of  Utrecht,  897 ;  died  Sept  1,  1715, 
vi.  8. 

Iwouls  XY.,  of  France,  is  declared  of  age;  takes 
upon  himself  the  government  of  France ;  appoints 
duko  de  Bourbon  his  minister,  vi.  54 ;  refuses  to 
marry  the  infanta  of  Spain  to  whom  he  was  be- 
trothed, i&td  ;  Joins  his  army  at  Fontenoy,  1745 ; 
urged  to  retire  from  the  battle  by  marshal  Saxe, 
but  he  spiritedly  remains  to  see  the  battle  out, 
114;  sends  an  army  to  invade  Brabant,  1747; 
present  at  the  battle  of  Lauffeld,  180 ;  sensitive- 
ness to  Frederick  the  Great's  ridicule,  215 ;  sides 
with  Maria  Theresa  in  the  Seven  Years'  war, 
1756,  ibid. ;  his  nervousness  caused  by  an  attempt 
on  his  life  by  Damiens,  1757 ;  misery  of  the  coun- 
tzy  and  ex&avagance  of  the  court,  240;  died. 
May  10, 1774,  841 ;  reigned,  1715-W74,  465 
Louis  XVI.  quarrels  with  his  parliament,  vii.  168 ; 
attends  the  meeting  of  the  states-general,  1780, 
1G5,  146 :  his  views  on  the  imion  of  the  three 
orders,  168,  160 ;  agrees  to  the  formation  of  the 
national  assembly,  169  ;  refuses  to  withdraw  the 
trooiM  stationed  between  Paris  and  Versailles, 
170;  yields  to  his  people's  demands,  174;  re- 
vived loyalty  of  the  national  guard  towards,  177 ; 
his  audience  with  the  Parisian  women,  170 ;  be- 
Rieged  in  the  Versailles  polaoe  bv  the  mob,  170, 
180 ;  himself  and  family  removed  to  Paris,  180 ; 
his  speech  at  the  sitting  of  the  national  assembly, 
Feb.  4. 1700,  185  ;  attends  the  federation  fete,  188, 
180  ;  his  denoeition  demanded  t^  the  mob,  199; 
himself  ana  family  vigilantly  watched ;  he  es- 
capes with  it  tram  Paris,  July  21, 1791,  200,  201 ; 
is  captured  at  Varennes,  and  c(mducted  back  to 
Paflfl.  202 ;  the  people's  hatred  of  royalty,  203 ; 
the  formation  of  the  legislative  assembly  agreed 
to  by,  205 ;  confidence  In,  revived,  207 ;  desires 
emigxunts  to  disarm ;  applies  his  veto  to  the 
decrees  against  the  emigrants,  208 ;  opposed  to 
declaring  war  with  Austria;  his  powers  as 
king,  210:  insulted  by  Roland  whom  he  dis- 
misses ;  agrees  to  the  formation  of  a  camp  near 
Paris,  but  not  to  the  deportation  of  priests,  220 ; 
his  firmness  in  the  interview  with  the  insurrec- 
tionists of  June,  1703,  221 ;  his  deposition  again 
demanded,  224  ;  blockaded  in  the  Tuileries  by 
the  mob :  places  himself  and  family  under  the 
assembly's  protection,  225 ;  removal  of  the  royal 
family  to  the  Temple,  227 ;  all  the  members  of 
which  are  there  harshly  treated,  S41,  242  ;  he  Is 
impeached  at  the  bar  of  the  convention,  242 ; 
anxiety  for  his  fhte  shown  in  the  British  parlia- 
ment, 248 ;  his  trial,  250,  251 ;  condemnation, 
251 ;  and  execution,  Jan.  21, 1798,  252 ;  proceed- 
ings of  the  British  parliament,  252,  258 

Louis  XVII.,  of  France,  presented  to  the  people  at 
the  federation  fete,  1790,  vii,  189 ;  unharmed  by 
the  people  at  the  opera,  206 ;  present  at  Louis 
XVL's  Interview  with  the  insurrectionists  of 
June  20,  179*2,  221 ;  imprisoned  in  the  Temple, 
Aug.  1792,  241 ;  death  of,  in  the  Temple,  Paris, 
Jime  8, 1796  ;  shameful  treatment  of,  820,  821 

Louis  XVIII.,  of  France,  enters  Paris,  May  3, 1814, 
vii  571 ;  rocoption  of,  on  his  entry  into  London, 
572 ;  retrospect  of  his  restoration,  viii.  21-26 ; 
promulgnUou  of  the  constitutional  charter,  21, 
22 ;  its  provisions,  ibid. ;  partiy  his  own  work, 
fJ  ;  dipooutent  shown  mider  his  government,  22- 


S4;  deserted  by  marshal  Key;  diaaolvos  the 
chambers  and  removes  his  court  from  Pferbi  to 
Ghent,  27 ;  pubtic  entry  into  Paris,  Julv  8, 181S, 
41;  execution  of  lAbedoyire  and  mardud  Key, 
47;  evacuation  of  France  by  the  allied  fatwpii^ 
1818,  99 ;  declares  war  against  Spain,  1823, 183 ; 
the  campaign;  occupation  of  Madrid  and  ovo^ 
throw  ctf  Spain,  183 ;  death  of.  Sept  6, 1894;  hia 
good  sense  pr«aerves  his  kingdom  from  oonvol- 
sioiui,  247;  anecdote  of,  S49;  reigned  from  1614 
to  1834,  vii  574;  viii  268 
Louis  FhlHppe  (France)  present  at  the  battle  of 
Valmy,  1798,  vii  285 ;  and  at  that  of  Jemappe^ 
1792,  237  ;  appointed  Ueutenant-genemi  of 
France,  1830,  viii  255 ;  opens  the  legidative  aea- 
aion :  accepts  the  throne  of  France,  Aus:  9L  266  ; 
his  oaiu^ter  married  to  king  Leopold  ox  Bd- 

?ium,  1882;  death  of  the  diUce  of  Reidutadt* 
73 ;  his  government  and  fraqu<mt  cfaa^oa  of 
ministry ;  attempts  to  aasassinate  him  by  Fiesdif 
0835),  AUbaud  and  Meunier(18S6),  374 ;  his  fears 
of  Louis  Napoleon,  874, 875 ;  the  king's  perplexltr 
caused  by  Ixmls  Napoleon's  enter^iae  at  Stras- 
bourg, 375^  876 ;  the  king  sends  him  to  America ; 
compels  his  extradition  from  Switseriand,  376 ; 
his  visit  to  the  Queen,  622 ;  his  Spanish  murii^ 
plans,  654 ;  doubts  as  to  his  friendliness  towards 
Engbmd,   664.  565  ;    his  abdication   566,   567 ; 
stcnmed  in  his  polaoe  by  the  mob,  and  oon- 
pelled  to  fly,  667 
Louisbouxv  capitulates  to  the  British,  1756,  vL  333 
Louvain  given  up  to  Marlborough,  1706;  v.  309,  310 
L'Ouverture,  Toussaint,  acoompliittkos  tlie  freedom 
of  the  St  Domingo  slaves ;  commander  in  <^ef 
of  their  armies,  1796^  vii  418 ;   president  and 
governor  for  life,  1801 ;  Bonaparte  jKnds  an  ex- 
pedition against  him,  ibid, ;  resists,  but  is  oom- 
pelled  to  submit ;  arrested,  and  imprisoned ;  died 
April  27, 1803,  419 
Louvois,  chief  minister  of  France ;  vuqpectad  to 
have  been  poisoned,  1792,  v.   14S;  favours  Dq- 
mont's  plot  against  William  III.,  164 
Lovat,  Simon  Fraser,  lord,  takes  possession  of  In- 
verness for  government,  vi  16 ;  his  perfidy  and 
wavering  conduct  during  the  rebeUuxn  of  1745^ 
163 ;  he  is  impeached  by  the  house  of  commons, 
Dec.  1746 ;  trial  of,  174 ;  and  death,  175 
Lowe.  Sir  Hudson,  governor  of  St  Helena ;  com- 

plainod  of  as  being  harsh  to  Napoleon,  viii  176 
Lowick  tried  for  conspiring  i^ainst  WilUam  IIL  ; 

and  executed,  v.  191- 
Lowry,  his  engraving  machine,  viii  156 
Lucerne,  prince  de,  present  at  OomwalliB*s  mxrren- 

der,  VL  428 
Luddism   active    in    1812,    vii.    643  ;    fn    1816, 
viii.  61 ;  in  1817,  81 ;   in  1830,  268 ;  and  in  1831. 
387 
Ludlam,  Isaac,  executed  for  insurrectioning,  viii 

88 
Ludlow,  Edmund,  pariiament  wishes  to  apprehend 
him,  16^,  on  hearing  of  his  being  in  London ;  he 
rettimed  to  Vevay,  v.  98 
Lundy  appointed  governor  of  Londrndeny   bv 
William,  V.  82 ;  but  being  misnected  of  an  faitoii- 
tion  to  surrender  he  is  turned  out  by  the  towns- 
people, 83 
LuneviUe,  peace  of;  preliminaries  signed  July  SS, 
1800,  vii  896 :  and  completed  an.  Febi  9l  1801, 
396;  418 
Luttrell,  coL,  his  motion  against  WHkes,  vi  S91 : 
opposes  Wflkes  as  a  candidate  for  Middlesex ; 
defeated ;  but  is  declared  to  be  the  l^al  rowe- 
sentative,  1769,  292 
Luttrell,  Temple,  proposes  a  measure  for  manning 

the  navy,  1777,  vi.  874. 
Lttteen,  battle  of,  May  2, 1818,  vii  561 
Luxemburg,  French  general,  gains  the  battie  of 
Fleurus,  1690,  v.  120;  helpe  Louis  in  besieging 
Namur,  150, 151;  defeats  Wffliam  UL  at  Stelnkirk, 
162,  168 ;  campaign  of  1693,  163  et  M7. ;   again 
defeats  William  at  Londen.  164, 165 
Lyndhurst,  J.  8.  Copley,  lord;  advocates  the  al- 
lowance of  counsel  to  prisoners,  v.  270 :  sergeant ; 
Watson's  counsel,  1817,  viii  78 ;  lord  chanoeUor. 
1837,  205. 210;  rerigned  1880,  265;  moves  that  the 
disfranchising    clauses   of  the   Reform  bill  bo 
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poetooned,  M5 ;  negotiates  for  the  formation  of  a 
mbufltry  wlUing  to  carry  out  an  extensiye  par- 
liamentary reform,  1882,  898;  hla  temporary 
^vemment  with  the  duke  of  Wellington,  1885, 
853 ;  lord  chancellor  in  the  Peel  ministry,  S54  ; 
opposes  the  Municipal  Reform  bill,  864 ;  his  hostile 
speech  against  the  Melbourne  government,  1886. 
SM,  367 ;  approTes  of  the  bill  for  allowing  counsel 
to  prisoners,  869,  870 

Xyndsay,  Patrick,  M.F.  for  Edinburgh ;  his  speech 
on  the  Porteous  riots,  vL  80;  evidence  of,  on 
these  riots,  S3,  83 

L.yon,  siege  of,  by,  and  surrender  to,  the  Jacobins, 
1703»  vB.  284,  285;  massacre  of  the  Lyonnese, 
285,  286 

Lyttelton,  sfar  George,  opposes  the  convention  with 
Spain,  vL  94 ;  speaks  against  an  amendment  of 
tno  address  for  preventing  parliamentary  corrup- 
tion, 188;  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  1755,  320 

Liyttleton,  Thomas,  lord,  his  claims  to  the  author- 
ship of  Junius  8  Letten,  vL  296 

Maas,  Dirk,  a  Dutch  battle  painter,  v.  463 

Macarthy,  viscount  Mountcashel ;  commands  a  force 
advancing  against  Eniskillen ;  defeated  1689,  v. 
86 

Macaulay,    lord,  his  remarks  on  Pitt's  policy  in 
1703,  viL  292;    M.P.  for  Calne,   1880;    his  first    | 
spooch  in  parliament,  viii.  246 ;  speaks  in  favour 
of  reform,  274.  275;  278,  279;  dangers  feared 
'by,   on  the  rejection  of  the  Reform  bill,  297;    I 
M.P.  for   Edinburgh;   his   speech    on   disloyal    i 
Tories,  421 ;  his  influence  in  causing  the  rejec- 
tion of  Serjeant  Talfourd's  copyright  bill,  464 ; 
his  plan,  464,  465 ;  eloquence  and  powerful  me-    I 
mory  evinced  by,  as  Ouizot's  eieeroM  in  West- 
minister Abbey,  470,  471 ;  his  mode  of  treating 
history,  471 ;  his  estimate  of  Hallam's  "  Consti- 
tutional  History,"   472 ;   his   speech   on   *'  the 
people's  charter  '  presented  by  Duncombo,  496 

MaoCallum  Mhor.  Bee  Argyle,  J.  C  impbell,  duke  of. 

HacDonald  of  Boisdale.  advises  Charles  Stuart  to 
forego  his  insurrection  designs,  1745,  vL  122. 

MacDonald  of  Glencoe.    See  Olencoe. 

Macdonald  of  Keppoch  raiaes  his  clan,  and  joins 
Dundee  In  defeating  Mackay  at  KiUiecrankie,  v. 
92,  98 ;  letters  of  fira  and  sword  issued  against, 
V.  148  ;  slain  at  Culloden,  168 

MacDonald  of  Klnloch  Moidort^  argues  against  the 
Pretender's  plans,  vL  122 ;  joins  his  cause,  123 

MacDonald,  lady  Margaret^  aids  the  young  Pre- 
tender in  his  escape  nom  Skye,  vi.  175 

Macdoiuild,  general,  defeated  at  Trebbia,  1799,  vii 
382 ;  and  at  Katsbach,  1813 

MacDonald,  Flora,  aids  prince  Charles  during  his 
wanderings  in  the  Highlands,  1746,  vi.  175 

3faccle8fiel<C  Thomas  Parker,  earl  of,  lord  chan- 
coUor,'impeached,  1725,  for  malversation  in  that 
office;  he  is  found  guilty,  excluded  from  his 
office,  and  fined  £30,000,  vi.  58;*  helps  Chester- 
field in  carrying  the  bill  for  reforming  the  calen- 
dar throuifb  ^bo  Lords,  1751.  187 

Macdonnell,  colonel,  his  exploit  at  Waterloo,  viiL  84 

Macintosh,  brigadier ;  commands  a  detachment 
sent  to  aid  the  soutiiem  insurgenti ;  his  march 
to  Seton  House,  1715,  vi.  10  ;  commands  the  rebels 
at  Preston,  14;  escapes  from  Newgate,  21,  22 

Maclver  survives  the  massacres  after  Culloden,  vi. 
170. 171 

IMack,  general,  communicates  secretiy  with  Du- 
mourfez,  vii.  272 ;  Austrian  commander ;  surren- 
ders 30,000  troops  to  Napoleon  at  Ulm,  Oct  20, 
1805,445 

Mackay,  general,  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
army  in  Scotland,  v.  93 ;  his  character,  ibid. ; 
marches  upon  Blair  castie ;  is  met  by  Dundee 
while  advancing  through  the  pass  of  Killie- 
rrankic,  and  sustains  a  defeat,  July  27,  1689,  93, 
9-i ;  takes  an  active  part  in  the  captxire  of  Ath- 
lone,  June  SO,  1601,  127 ;  builds  Fort  William 
and  fixes  a  garrison  there  under  colonel  Hill, 
131 ;  slain  in  the  confiict  at  Steinkhrk,  Aug.  3, 
1692, 158 

Mackintosh,  sir  James,  his  remarks  on  Burke's 
opinions,   viL    100;  his   speech   in   defence   of 
VOL.  VIII. 


Peltier,  1808,  421, 429 ;  wrote  the  declaration  for 
the  Londoners,  425;  takes  up  the  advocacy  of 
amendment  in  the  criminal  laws  on  the  deatn  of 
air  S.  Romilly ;  moves  for  a  select  committee  to 
consider  this  subject,  riii.  101 ;  opinion  of,  on  the 
emancipation  of  the  slaves,  194, 5 ;  results  of  hi« 
efforts  for  the  repeal  of  canital  punishments, 
195 ;  supports  the  bill  for  allowing  counsel  to 
prisoners,  369 
Maclean,  colonel,  repulses  Arnold;  saves  Quebec, 
1775,  vi.  862;  tenders  Hastings's  resignation  of  hi>» 
governorship,  vii.  127 
MacNaghten,  sir  William,  directs  the  aifairB  at 
CabuL  viii.  453 ;  appointed  governor  of  Bombay, 
454 :  his  conference  with  Akbar  Khan,  by  whom 
he  is  massacred,  456 
Macpheadris,  captain  John,  his  ill-treatment  in  the 

Fleet  prison,  vL  64 
MacPherson,  Cluny,  demand  of,  on  joining  the 
Pretender,  1745,  vL  124 ;  his  dashing  bravery  at 
Clifton,  158;   keeps  up  a  correspondence  with 
Charles  Edward,  182 
Maoquirk  tried,  and  found  guilty  of  murdering  Mr. 

Clarke ;  pardoned,  vi.  297 
Madison,  James,  president  of  the  United  States, 
1809-1817,  vii.  575;  viii  268;  his  hostile  mes- 
sage against  England,  4;  proposes  a  repeal 
of  the  Embargo  acts.  1814,  18 ;  deprecates  the 
destruction  of  the  Washington  pubuc  buildings 
bv  the  British,  15 
Madras  attacked  and  taken  by  the  French,  1746,  vi. 

201 ;  restored  to  Britahi,  202 
Madrid,  taken  by  the  duke  of  Berwick,  v.  830 ;  en- 
tered by  the  allies,  1710.  866;  and  the  French, 
367 ;  taken  by  the  French,  1808,  vii.  504 ;  entered 
by  Wellington,  Aug.  1812,  655;  occupied  by  the 
French,  1823,  viii  188 
Maestricht  surrendered  to  Kleber,  1794,  vii  818 
Maffdolen  bridge,  Oxford,  bidlt  by  Gwyn,  vii,  82 
Maharajpoor,  battie  of,  Dec.  29, 1848,  viii.  511 
Mahomed    Ali,    flies    to    Trichinopoly,    vi    202; 

struggles  against  Chunda  Sahib,  208 
Mahon,  lord,  ms  plan  for  amending  the  copyright 
hiw,  viii  464 ;  characteristics  of  his  History  of 
England,  478 
Mahoni   commands    at   Murriedro;  deceived    by 

Peterborough  ;  arrested,  v.  297. 
Mahratta  wars,  history  of  the,  1778-1782,  vU.  129-131; 

and  1802-1805,  455-461 
Mahrattas,  peishwa  of,  concludes  an  alliance  with 
ComwaUis,  vii    258;    prepares   to   invade   the 
British  territories,  viii  216;   surrenders  to  the 
British ;  abdicates  his  throne ;  becomes  a  pen- 
sioner of  the  East  India  Company,  217 
Maida,  battie  of,  July  4,  1806,  vii  473 
Mail  coaches,  introduction  of,  1784,  vii.  98 
Maillard  leads  the  Parisian  mob  of  1789,  vii  ITS ; 
president  of  the  Assembly ;  his  sentence  of  death 
on  prisoners,  229 
Maine,  due  do,  receives  an  important  command  in 
the  French  army,  v.  178;  incompetent  and  cow- 
ardly, 179 
Maitland,  captain,  Bonaparte  surrendering  to  him, 
he  conveys  the  ex-emperor  to  Plymouth,  viii.  39 
Malacca  coded  to  the  British,  1824,  viii  218 
Malaga,  sea  fight  off,  1704,  v.  291 
Malesherbos.  counsel  for  Louis  XVI.,  1792,  vii.  200 ; 

guillotined,  1794,  298 
MaUnes  submits  to  Marlborough,  1706,  v.  810 
Malraesbury,  Harris,  lord,  British  chargd  des 
affaires  at  Madrid,  1770,  vi.  328 ;  minister  at  Ber- 
lin ;  his  correspondence  with  the  home  govern- 
ment, 325;  recommends  that  the  proceeding)* 
against  Portland  be  postponed,  vii.  245;  sent  on 
an  especial  mission  to  Berlin  to  piurchase  aa- 
Bustance  by  subsidy,  1793,  .311 ;  appointed  a 
n^fotiator  to  dem.'md  the  princess  Caroline  of 
Brunswick  for  the  prince  of  Wales.  318, 319;  negi)- 
tiates  unsuccessfully  for  peace  with  France,  1796, 
330 ;  leaves  Paris,  Doc.  19 ;  gives  warning  of  a 
French  expedition  against  Ireland,  831 ;  appoint- 
ed to  ne^^otiate  for  peace  at  Lisle,  1797,  342 ;  the 
negotiationa  are  put  an  end  to  by  the  revolution  of 
the  18th  Fructidof.  344,  845 ;  quotation  from  IiIm 
diary,  432 ;  remarks  on  the  effect  of  the  news 
of  the  Ulm  surrender  on  Pitt>  445 
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Malplaquet»  buttle  of,  Sept.  11, 1700,  v.  843,  344 

Malta  taken  by  Bonaparte.  1798,  vil.  352,  353 ;  iur- 
renders  to  the  British  after  a  two  years'  blockade, 
Sept.  1800,  895,  896 ;  retained  by  the  British,  423 

Halthus  advocates  the  adoption  of  savings'  banks, 
viii  70 

Manchester,  its  popidation  in  Charles  II. 's  reign, 
and  fifty  years  later,  v.  24 ;  its  men  and  manu- 
factures, ibid.;  the  Blanket  meeting  at.  1817,  viiL 
80 ;  the  great  reform  meeting,  105,  and  massacre 
at,  105-108;  obtains  parliamentary  representation, 
1832,  307 ;  population  of,  with  Salford,  in  1831, 
and  1801,  308 

Mandat  prepares  to  resist  the  insurrectionists  of 
the  lOtii  Aug.  1792;  murdered,  viL  225 

Manners,  illustration  of,  1709-1742,  from  Hogarth, 
V.  466-474;  1787-1783,  vii.  90-122;  1784-1820,  viiL 
113,  114,  122,  126,401-408 

3fansfield,  William  Murrav,  eari  of,  attorney-gene- 
ral ;  his  interview  with  lord  Kilmarnock,  vi.  178 ; 
becomes  chief  justice  and  lord  Mansfield,  1756, 
217 ;  declares  Wilkes's  outlawry  null  and  void, 
291;  presides  at  Woodfall's  prosecution,  300; 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  1767,  321  ;  his  house 
sacked,  and  its  contents,  including  his  valuable 
library,  burnt  by  the  Gordon  rioters,  1780, 408, 409; 
opposes  the  "contractors"  and  "revenue  oflicers" 
biUs,  440 

Mantua  besieged  by  the  French,  vil.  342.  343; 
capitulates,  Feb.  2,  1797,  343 

Mar,  James  Erskine,  earl  of,  appointed  secretary  of 
state  for  Scotland,  1706,  vi.  6;  deprived  of  his 
office  j  marries  the  duke  of  Kingston's  daughter ; 
organises  an  insurrection  in  Scotuind ;  inaugurates 
It  by  ntising  the  Pretender's  standard  at  foiemar. 
September  6,  1715,  7 ;  his  want  of  energy  and 
action ;  debilitates  the  powers  of  the  insurroc- 
tionista,  9 ;  his  movements  cramped  by  the  duke 
of  Argyle ;  detaches  a  part  of  nis  army  imder 
Macintosh ;  withdraws  Argyle's  attention  from 
Macintosh  by  a  feint,  10 ;  his  indecisive  march ; 
halts  at  Sheriffmuir ;  receives  a  severe  reverse  iu 
the  conflict  with  Argyle.  Nov.  13,  15,  16 ;  accom- 
panies Charles  in  his  flight  to  France.  18 

Marat  harangues  the  populace  of  Paris,  1789,  vii. 
174;  desires  to  erect  800  sribbets,  191;  advises 
that  the  royal  palace  be  well  watched,  200 ;  aids 
in  bringing  about  the  September  massacres,  1792, 
230;  denounces  the  moderation  of  Dumouriez, 
271 ;  excites  the  people  to  plunder  the  shops,  274 ; 
represents  the  executive  power  of  France,  276 ; 
hates  Robespierre,  277 ;  assassinated  by  Charlotte 
Corday,  Julv  13,  1793,  278 

Marengo,  biittfe  of.  June  14,  1800,  vii.  395 

Maria  Josepha  of  Austria,  married  Augustus  III.  of 
Poland  ;  comi)elled,  by  force,  to  give  up  his  state 
papers,  vi.  216 

Maria  Louisa,  archduchess  of  Austria,  marries 
Bonaparte,  viL  526 ;  gives  birth  to  a  son,  March, 
1811,  535  ;  appointed  regent  of  France,  568 

Maria  Theresa,  daughter  of  Charles  VI.  ;  heiress  of 
his  states,  vi  101 ;  the  English  parliament  grants 
a  subsidy  to,  103  ;  marries  Francis,  grand  duke  of 
Tuscany;  her  claim  disputed,  105;  flies  to 
Hungarv ;  throws  herself  on  the  support  of  the 
Hungarians  ;  the  fortunes  of  her  armies,  107  ; 
restores  her  conquests  in  Bavaria,  113  ;  grieves  at 
the  loss  of  Silesia ;  Joined  by  Louis  XV.  215 ;  op- 
posed to  the  partition  of  Poland,  824;  empress 
of  Germany,  1745-1762,  465 

Marie  Antoinette  escapes  from  the  mob,  1789,  vii. 
179 ;  removed  to  Paris,  180 ;  presents  the  dauphin 
to  the  people,  1790, 189 ;  interview  with  Mirabeau, 
192 ;  accompanies  Louis  XVI.  in  his  flight  from 
Paris  and  capture,  200-202  ;  her  apparent  calmness 
at  the  opera,  206  ;  present  at  Louis's  audience  with 
the  20th  June  insurrectionists,  221 ;  description 
of,  at  the  attack  on  the  Tuileries,  August,  1792, 
2116,  227 ;  imprisoned  in  the  Temple,  227  ;  treat- 
ment pursued  towards,  241,  242:  guillotined, 
Oct.  16,  1793,  292.  293 

Marlborouffh,  S,  Churchill,  duchess  of,  lady  of  the 
bedchamber  to  the  princess  Anne ;  her  friendship 
for  and  large  influence  over  the  princess,  v.  98 ; 
urges  her  to  obtain  her  increased  income  from  the 
parliament  and  not  from  the  king;,  ibid. ;  she  is 


dismissed  the  royal  palace,  146:  she  loaes  her 
influence  over  the  queen,  386 ;  her  aocount  o€  the 
queen's  political  intrigues  with  Hariey  at  private 
audiences,  339 ;  her  income  jE9.500  per  anniiTn, 
340 ;  her  description  of  Sacheverel's  character, 
859,  360 ;  she  is  hated,  and  given  up  by  Mrs. 
Morley  (Anne),  363 ;  her  dismissal  frtnn  Anne'^ 
service,  1711,  365;  her  revenge,  366  ;  her  mean- 
ness towards  Vanbrugh,  456 
Marlborough,  duke  of,  John  Churchill ;  an  expedi- 
tion against  Ireland  sails  imder  his  cotnm^od, 
which  disembarks  near  Cork,  September  22,  16^i ; 
takes  Cork  on  the  29th,  v.  118 ;  and  Kinsale,  1 19  : 
he  is  entrusted  with  the  oommand  of  the  English 
troojM  in  Flanders,  127 ;  offers  to  go  over  to 
James,  ibid.  ;  is  dismissed  from  office  ny  WiBiam. 
145 ;  in  consequence  of  plotting  for  James's  recall 
to  the  throne,  146 ;  treachery  of,  is  the  Brest 
affair  of  1694  ;  offers  William  his  serrioes,  wliich 
are  refused,  172;  implicated  by  Penwick  with 
holding  treacherous  correspondence  withJameH 
II.,  197  ;  governor  of  the  duke  of  Gloucester.  240 ; 
receives  the  order  of  the  garter,  and  is  made 
captain-general  of  Anne's  farces,  170S,  258 ;  be  is 
sent  as  envoy  extraordinary  to  the  States-goieral ; 
his  preparations  for  war,  250  ;  appointed  geatral- 
issimo  of  the  allied  forces  by  the  States  ;  takes 
Venloo,  September  18 ;  Ruremonde,  Stevenswart, 
Liege,  October  23,  and  the  castle  of  Chartrtuse, 
260  ;  an  adventure,  escape,  and  return  to  London. 
ibid.  ;  he  is  made  duke  of  Mariborough,  1703.  264 ; 
desires  to  assist  the  Camisards,  265 ;  takes  Utan, 
Bonn,  Huy,  1708 ;  proposes  a  grsnd  design,  bat  is 
thwarted  by  the  States ;  takes  limbourg,  dS6 : 
his  difficulty  in  recruiting  the  army,  273 ;  Louts 
XIV.  concentrates  his  forces  upon  Germany,  1704. 
274 ;  Marlborough  plans  a  series  of  operatiaas  for 
opposing  him,  which  he  carries  out  in  secrecy ; 
marches  to  the  Moselle,  there  gives  Villeroy  the 
sUp,  and  pushes  on  to  the  Danube,  275;  his 
march  along  the  Rhine ;  his  attention  to  detail ; 
the  high  spirits  of  his  army,  276;  pt^ises  the 
Neckar,  June  3,  i&td. ;  meets  j)rinoe  Bugene  on 
the  10th  and  prince  Louis  of  Baden  on  the  13th. 
277 ;  encamps  at  Giengen ;  receives  inteUigenoe  of 
the  vicinity  of  the .  Bavarian  and  French  army ; 
description  of  the  ScheUenberr,  ibuL  ;  stonns 
the  ScheUenberg  in  conjunction  with  prince 
Louis,  July  2.  278 ;  lays  waste  many  villages  in 
Bavaria,  279 :  encamps  at  Friedberg,  Atisxiat  .? ; 
at  Schonefeldt  on  the  10th ;  joins  prince  Eugene 
on  the  11th,  280;  they  resolve  to  attaek  the 
enemy  who  are  encamped  five  miles  off,  291 : 
marches  upon  their  position.  ibitL ;  attacks 
Tallard's  head-quarters  at  Blenheim,  283 ;  which 
leads  to  a  general  conflict,  283;  he  gains  the 
victory,  August  13,  284 ;  his  anxiety  to  obtain 
sufficient  food  for  his  troops  and  prisoners,  288 ; 
sets  down  before  Ulm,  August  20 ;  it  capitulates 
September  12;  sets  down  before  Landau,  which 
also  capitulates.December ;  concludes  treaties  with 
Bavarm  and  Prussia ;  reedves  honours ;  arrives 
at  the  Hague,  Dec.  16 ;  embarks  at  Rotterdam  on 
the  22nd  and  arrives  at  St  James's  by  the  Wth, 
287 ;  honours  bestowed  on,  287,  288 :  enthusiastic 
reception  ;  opposes  the  Conformity  bUl,  ^S,  289 : 
embarks  at  Harwich,  March  31,  1705,  .101 ;  his 
plans  are  opposed  by  the  Dutch ;  crosees  the 
Moselle  and  Saar,  June  3,  ibid. ;  scarcity  of  food, 
and  other  disaprpointments,  cause  him  to  despond : 
rouses  his  spirits,  joins  d'Auverquerque,  and 
regains  possession  of  Huy,  July  11,  302;  forces 
the  French  lines,  July  17,  803 ;  Villeroy  retaneatis 
beyond  the  Dyle ;  he  follows,  but  his  phins  are 
thwarted  by  the  Dutch  senerals,  304 ;  the  first 
stone  of  his  palace  at  Woodstock  laid,  ibid. ; 
opposes  Jobbei^  ;  arrives  at  the  Hsgue,  April  27, 
1706,  307 ;  his  confidence  of  idctory :  aavanoes  to 
give  battle  to  the  French,  308 ;  the  battle  com- 
mences ;  he  is  nearly  mode  priioner ;  the  vi]l;[^ 
of  RamHies  is  seized  by  his  forces ;  gains  the 
victory  of  Ramilies,  309;  Antwerpj.  Ghent, 
Bruges,  and  Oudenarde  surrender;  Ostend  is 
besieged ;  capitulates  July  7 ;  Menin  capbured, 
Augtist  22;  Dendermonde  surrenders.  Sept  5; 
Ath  falls  October  4 ;  he  returns  to  England,  310 ; 
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his  pension  of  £6,000  per  annum  settled  upon  his 
posterity,  829 ;  vidte  Charles  XII.  at  Alt  Ranstadt, 
April  87, 1707  ;  and  diplomatises  with  him,  331 ; 
accompUshea  little  in  his  campaign  in  the 
Netherlands ;  plans  an  attack  upon  Prance,  S32 ; 
prepares  to  attack  the  French  b^ore  Oudenarde ; 
is  joined  by  prince  Eugene ;  and  attacked  by 
fever,  brought  on  by  long  marchee  and  disap- 
pointments, 1708,  3S6;  defeats  the  French  at 
Oudenarde,  July  11 ;  his  description  of  the  battle, 
3S7 ;  besieges  Lille,  388 :  his  disgust  at  the  queen's 
temper ;  he  is  on  the  point  of  retiring  from  busi- 
ness, 839;  his  yearly  income  nearly  de55,000; 
covers  the  siege  of  Lille ;  his  meanness  towards 
Webb,  340;  lugesupon  Godolphin  the  necessity 
of  another  campaign,  848 ;  his  desire  and  attempt 
to  reduce  France  to  accept  unmilitary  terms* 
rouses  the  French  national  spirit ;  surrender  of 
Touma^,  343;  gains  a  victory  at  Halplaquct, 
September  11, 1709,  344 ;  represents  England  at 
the  conferences  of  Gertruydenberg,  1710,  861 ;  his 
despondency  at  the  state  of  affairs,  862 :  mortified 
at  the  dismissal  of  his  Whig  friends  and  relations 
from  office,  868  ;  returns  to  London,  December ; 
coldness  of  the  aueen,  864 ;  and  opposition  of 
Harley  and  St.  John  towanls  him,  865 :  sinister 
motives  imputed  to  him;  his  wife  dismissed 
from  Annexe  service,  ibid. ;  hostility  shown 
towards,  868;  leaves  London,  March  4,  1711, 
to  assume  his  command  in  the  Netherlands, 
S74 ;  his  terror  of  the  press,  ibid.  ;  forces  the 
French  lines  with  an  inferior  force,  375 ;  invests 
and  takes  Bouchain,  376;  his  successes  dis- 
paraged b^  the  press ;  he  writhes  under  their 
attacks,  ibuL  ;  lands  at  Greenwich  on  his  return 
borne,  Nov.  17,  877 ;  his  answer  to  the  queen's 
speech  insinuating  his  desire  for  prolonging  war, 
377,  878;  he  is  stfll  opposedby  Harley  and  the 
ministry ;  is  turned  cut  of  aU  his  offices  by  the 
queen,  Dec.  81,  379 ;  his  avariciousness ;  charged 
with  Illegally  taking  public  moneys ;  his  defence 
thereof,  379,  880 ;  his  resignation  in  adversity, 
391 ;  his  name  omitted  in  the  regency  list,  vi.  2, 
4 ;  retains  his  office  of  captain-general  and  master 
of  the  ordnance,  4 ;  death  of,  1722,  47 
Mariborough,  duke  of,  resigns  his  military  commis- 
sion, 1743,  vi.  Ill ;  commands  the  troops  sent 
against  Cherbowng  and  St  Haloes,  1758,  232 
Marlborough  House  built  by  Wren,  v.  454 
Marmont,  marshal,  appointed  to  command  20,000 
men  to  be  sent  ag^dnst  England,  1805,  vli.  442  ; 
commands  the  armv  of  HoUand,  443 ;  weakens 
the  garrison  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo ;  advances  to  its 
relief,  548 ;  commander  of  the  French  army  in 
Spain,  1811 ;  his  manoeuvres  near  Salamanca, 
552,  553 ;  a  fault  he  commits  is  taken  advantage 
of  by  Wellington,  which  results  in  the  battle  of 
Boliunanca,  July  22,  in  which  he  is  wounded  and 
defeated,  553.  554 ;  Napoleon's  rage  against,  554  ; 
commands  the  forces  in  Paris.  1880,  viii.  252 ; 
ordered  to  act  against  the  Julv  revolutionists; 
the  struggle  of  July  28,  253  ;  he  is  besieged  in  the 
Tulleries  and  compelled  to  give  in,  254 
Marriage  act,  1758,  vi  193-195 
Marriage  act,  Royal,  vl.  830-882 
Marriages  bill,  regtdation  of  Dissenters',  1836,  vili. 

371 
Marsellais,  their  arrival  in  Paris,  July  30, 1792,  vii. 
222:  they  assemble  before  Danton's  club,  224; 
theh*  contest  at  the  TuUeries,  325,  226 
Maishalsea  prison,  the  horrors  of  the,  vi.  65 
Marsiglia,  defeat  of  the  duke  of  Savoy  at,  1698,  v. 

166 
Marsin,  general,  commands  a  division  of  the  French 
army  at  the  battle  of  Blenheim,  v.  280-283 ;  joins 
his  army  with  that  of  Villars,  1705,  801 
Martignac,  M.  de,  French  minister :   character  of 

his  policy,  viii.  248 
Martineau,  Harriet,  success    and  objects  of  her 

political-economy  tales,  viii  477,  478 
Martinique  surrendered  to  the  British,  1762,  vi.  255 
Mary  II.,  queen  of  William  III.,  coronation  of,  with 
her  husband,  April  11,  1689,  v.  78 ;  asks  the  prin- 
cess Anne  what  she  means  by  applying  to  parlia- 
ment to  increase  her  income,  98;  appointed 
regent  in  William's  absence,  105 ;  her  energetic 


conduct  in  retrieving  the  disaster  of  Beachey 
Head,  Jtmo,  1690, 112;  quarrels  with  her  sister 
Anne,  145 ;  addresses  a  dispatch  to  the  command- 
en  of  the  fleet ;  enthusiasm  caused  on  its  being 
read,  149;  loins  in  the  national  gratitude  by 
maldng  a  gift  of  the  roval  palace  of  Greenwich  as 
an  asylum  for  the  disabled  mariners  of  England, 
150 ;  issues  mroclamations  for  the  discovery  of 
seditious  libellers,  and  for  the  apprehension  of 
highwa^en,  155 ;  her  reply  to  the  deputation 
requesting  an  inquiry  into  the  naval  miscarriages, 
166 ;  she  is  token  dangerously  ill  at  Kensington, 
178  ;  her  conduct  highly  praised  by  William  ;  her 
fortitude  and  resignation  in  illness,  174  ;  dies  of 
the  small  pox,  Dec.  28,  1604,  in  her  38rd  year ; 
her  character  and  burial,  ibid. 

Marvlebone  chiuch  built  by  Hardwick,  viii  146 

Masham,  Mrs.,  becomes  a  favoiuite  of  queen  Anne's, 
1708,  v.  386 ;  contrives  a  secret  correspondence 
between  Anne  and  Mr.  Harley,  389 ;  obtains  the 
ascendancy  in  queen  Anne's  confidence^  368; 
keeper  of  the  pnvy  purse,  1711,  366 

Massachusetts  Bay  government  regulation  bill 
passed,  1774,  vi  889 

Massacres  of  September,  1792,  in  Paris,  vii  228-S82 

Massena,  Andrew,  barbarity  of,  v.  280 ;  a  general  in 
Bonaparte's  army,  vii  326;  commands  tJie  French 
sent  to  piUage  Berne,  1798 ;  obtains  a  large  share 
of  the  booty,  351 ;  baffled  in  driving  the  English 
out  of  Portugal,  1810,  630, 532  ;  Almeida  surren- 
ders to,  Aug.  16,  581 ;  loses  the  battle  of  Busaco, 
Sept  27,  581,  532 ;  sufferings  of  his  army,  532 ; 
retreats  into  Spain,  538 

Mauritius  acquired  by  the  English,  1810,  viii.  214 

Maury,  abb^,  advocates  for  the  proprietary  rights 
of  the  clergy,  vii.  186 

Moyence  surrenders  to  the  king  of  Prussia,  July  22, 
1793,  vii  282 

Maynooth  College,  gnmt  to,  proposed,  viii  628; 
stormy  debate  on  the  measure,  528,  529;  finally 
carried,  529 

Meadows,  general,  commands  the  British  army  in 
the  Carnatic,  vii.  258;  takes  Sevemdroog  and 
Octradroog.  259 

Meaneo,  battle  of,  Feb.  17, 1843,  viii  609,  510 

Mechanics'  Institution  of  London  inaugurated  by 
Dr.  Birkbeck,  1823,  viii.  281 

Mechudpore,  batUe  of,  Dec.  21, 1817,  viii  217 

Meer  Cossein.    See  Cosscin. 

Moer  Jaffier.    See  Jaffier. 

Melas,  general,  drives  back  Moreau,  vii.  382;  drives 
the  French  from  Nice  ;  prepares  to  battle  Bona- 
parte ;  defeated  at  Marengo,  June,  1800 ;  con- 
cludes an  armistice,  395 

Mehomet  All,  pasha  of  Egypt,  invades  Syria,  thereby 
involving  himself  in  war  with  Mohmoud;  his 
successes  and  oggrandiidng  views,  viii  429 ;  com- 
pelled to  submit  to  the  terms  proposed  by  Britain , 
435 

Melbourne,  W.  Lamb,  viscount,  chief  secretary  for 
Ireland,  1828,  viii.  228 ;  resigned  the  same  year, 
234;  home  secretary,  267;  speech  in  the 
debate  on  secondary  punishments,  322  ;  his  diffi- 
culty in  forming  a  ndnistry  according  to  the  king's 
plan ;  ultimate  formation  of  his  ministry,  1834, 
846;  sudden  dismissal,  849;  ostensible  cause 
of  his  dismissal,  850,  851 ;  not  brought  about  by 
any  act  of  the  ministay,  351,  852  ;  his  amendment 
on  the  address,  355  ;  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  1885, 
859,  381 ;  exclusion  of  lord  Brougham  from  his 
ministry,  359 ;  his  reply  to  lord  Lyndhurst's  hoe- 
tile  speech,  367 :  denies  having  made  a  compact 
with  the  O'Connell  party,  368 ;  his  eulogy  on 
William  IV.,  377 ;  first  lord  of  the  treasiuy,  405  ; 
proposes  the  suspension  of  the  Jamaica  cons- 
titution for  five  years;  his  proposition  carried, 
419;  lus  ministry  resigns,  but  again  returns  to 
power,  419,  420 ;  adopts  free-trade  opinions^  487 

Melcombe.    See  Doddington. 

Melf ort,  earl  of,  his  letters  to  Balcarres  intercepted 
and  read  before  the  Convention,  v.  90 

Melville,  Henry  Dimdas,  lord ;  lord  advocate  of 
Scotland ;  supports  the  opposition  party,  vi.  484 ; 
declares  that  lord  Chatham  never  advocated  re- 
form, 441 ;  supports  Pitt.  vii.  140 ;  opposes  tho 
hostile  motion  against  tne  ministry,  1784, 141 ;  J  ^ 
-      »»2  o 
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reoftllB  earl  Gower,  the  amhwiiiftdfir  at  Paris,  227 ; 
urges  liougfaboroxigh  to  decide  aa  to  taking  the 
great  seal,  345 ;  secretuy  of  state  ;  deUvers  the 
king's  message  about  seditious  nractloes  to  the 
Commons,  300;  praises  the  British  humanity 
shown  at  Howe's  victory,  1794,  808 ;  his  confer- 
ence with  the  king  on  the  Catholic  question,  snd 
the  Coronation  oatii,  399 ;  succeeded  in  his  secre- 
taiyship  by  lord  Hobart^  401 ;  first  lord  of  the 
admiralty,  439 ;  viiJ.  158 ;  implicated  on  a  charge 
of  tampering  with  the  public  money ;  rote  of 
censure  pasMd  against  him ;  resigns,  1805,  vlL 
439 ;  progress  of  the  motion  for  impeaching  him, 
439,  440 ;  his  acquittal,  June  12,  1800,  464  ;  home 
secretary,  1791-1794 ;  war  and  colonial  secretary, 
1794-1801,  576;  retires  from  the  admiralty,  viil. 
205 
Menai  suspension  bridge  built  by  Telford,  Till.  147 
Mendicity  of  London  in  1815,  1816,  viii.  66 
Menin  taken  bv  Marlborough,  Aug.  22,  1706,  y.  310 
Menou,  generaVin-chief  of  the  interior ;  unable  to 
suppress  the  Lepelletier  section  revolt,  1795,  viL 
321,  322 ;  superseded  by  Barras,  822 ;  succeeds 
Kleber  in  the  command  of  the  French  army  in 
Egypt,  405;  his  charge  at  the  British,  1801; 
beaten  back  by  the  H^hlanders,  407 
Methodism,  rise  of ;  its  professors  produce  a 
reformation  in  the  English  manners,  vii.  121 ; 
characters  of  its  leaders  and  originators  ;  White- 
field  and  Wesley,  121,  122 ;  Wesleyiam,  121  ;  the 
Cambuslanff  conversions,  122 
Methuen,  British  ambassador  nt  the  Portuguese 
court,  concludes  the  Methuen  treaty,  v.  267 ;  his 
account  of  the  battle  of  Almanca,  330 ;  secretaiy 
of  state,  1716,  vi  29;  resigns,  SO 
Methuen  treaty,  terms  of  the,  with  Portugal,  1703, 

vi  267,  889  ;  annulled,  1835,  viU.  383 
Milan  entered  by  the  French,  1796,  vii.  326 
Milan  decree  issued  by  Bonaparte,  Dec.  1807,  vii. 

494,  579 
Militia  bill  passed,  1756,  vi.  218 
Miller,  J.,  a  printer.    Bee  Onslow,  colonel. 
Milton.    See  Addison,  v.  408. 409 
Minden,  battie  of,  Aug.  1, 1759,  vL  239,  240 
Mines.    See  comMr,  coal,  lead,  tin,  etc. 
Minorca  taken  by  the  English,  1708,  v.  S.S8;  sur- 
rendered to  the  French,  1756,  vi.  213, 214  ;  restored 
to  England,  1763,  257,  434 ;  surrendered  to  the 
French,  1782,   434;   ceded  to   Spain   by  Great 
Britain,  458 
Minto.  lord,  govemor-genentl  of  India,  viii.   213 ; 
quells  tiie  mutiny  at  Madras  and  other  places, 
213,  214 ;  acouisition  of  the  eastern  archii>elago ; 
other  acts  ox  his  administration,  214;  resigns, 
1818,  214-215 ;  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  381 
Mirabeau,  comte  de,  bold  speech  of,  at  a  meeting 
of  the  National  Assembly.  1789,  vii  169 ;  moves 
for  an  oddnss  to  the  king  for  the  removal  of  the 
troops,    170  ;   prevents  the  National  Assembly 
itom  Rssimiing  the  power  to  declare  war,  188 ; 
named  president  of  the  National  Assembly,  Jan. 
1791  ;   endeavours   to   secure  order,    and   curb 
violent  measures,  191  ;   n^^tiates   with    Marie 
Antoinette ;  his  services  paid  for  by  Louis,  192 ; 
his  character  and  unwearied  energy,   191, 192 ; 
death  of,  AprO  2,  1791 ;  burial  at  the  Pantheon  ; 
disinterred,  1793, 193 ;  advocates  the  king's  veto, 
208 
Moira,  lord,  his  severe  measures  towards  deserters, 
vi.  413 ;  gains  a  battle  near  Camden,  425  ;  sets  out 
to  aid  the  Vendeans,  but  arrives  too  late,  vii  206  ; 
governor-general  of  India,  Oct.  4,  1813,  viii.  215 ; 
obtains  permission  to  war  against  the  Pindarees 
on   a  large  scale,  216  ;  the  campaign,  216,  217  ; 
breaks  up  the  Mahratta  confederacy,  217 :  rules 
issued  by,  for  regulating  the  newspaper  press  in 
India,  222 
Molesworth.  sir  William,  remarks  of,  on  Canadian 

affairs,  viii.  406 
Molwits,  butUe  of,  April  10,  1741,  vL  106 
Monev ;  a  debased  brass  coinage  issued  by  James 
II.  In  1689,  V.  96  ;  depreciated  state  of  coina^  in 
1095,  182 ;  guineas  rise  to  thirtv  shillings  a  piece, 
ibid.  ;  extensive  circulation  of  clipped.  183  ;  a 
new  coinage  issued,  and  the  old  collected  by 
govemmoi:  in  payment  of  taxes,  184;  remark- 


able scarcity  of,  1096,  194  the  govenment 
refuses  to  nduoe  the  proper  standard  of;  the 
currencgr  of  the  new  coinage  eetabUahed,  196 ; 
want  of,  caused  by  the  South  Sea  scheme,  vi. 
44 ;  Wood's  copper  coinage  for  Ireland ;  Swift's 
letters  causes  vbe  patent  to  be  withdrawn,  50- 
52 ;  depredation  of  the  American  currency.  1779. 
399;  suspensicm  of  cash  payments  by  the 
Bank  of  England,  Feb.  1797,  vU.  888,  834 ;  ciu-- 
rency  of  cash  almost  superseded  by  that  of  paper, 
334 ;  the  panic  in  17^ ;  f^ds  fiUl  to  47,  341. 
342 ;  reduction  in  the  circulating  medium,  and 
rise  in  the  value  of,  viiL  58  ;  state  of  the  cur- 
rency, 1816^  100,  101 ;  the  panic  of  1825,  196-200 ; 
the  panic  of  1847,  552,  553 

Monkton,  gen.,  falls  in  attacking  Quebec,  vL  238-289 

Monnet,  gen.,  commander  of  Flushing;  cuts 
dykes  to  drive  away  the  British,  1809,  vii.  519 

Mens  besieged  and  taken  by  the  Frenoh,  1601, 
V.  124 

Monson,  cdL.,  a  member  of  the  council  at  Calcutta, 
opposes  Hastings,  vU.  126 ;  his  death,  127 

Montague,  Charlra.    See  Halifax,  earl  of. 

Montcalm,  marquis  de,  comnumder  of  the  Frendi 
troops  in  Canada,  1759,  vi.  237 ;  attacks  Wolfe  on 
the  heights  of  Abraham,  Sept.  IS  ;  defeated, 
238  :  and  mortally  wounded ;  died,  Sept.  14,  238 

Montenotto,  battte  of,  April  12, 1796,  viL  SS6 

Monte  Video.    See  Auchmuty,  vii.  488. 

Montgomery,  RichanL  general  in  the  American 
army,  invades  Canada,  1775 ;  killed  in  an  attack 
upon  Quebec,  Dec.  31,  vi.  862 

Montjuich.    See  Peterborough. 

Montrevel,  marshal  de,  unable  to  subdue  the 
Camisards,  1703  ;  superseded  by  marshal  Vil- 
lars,  V.  265 

Montserrat  taken  by  the  French,  vi.  4S4 ;  restored 
to  England.  458 

Moore,  sir  Jonn,  takes  Wexford,  June  21, 1798.  viL 
365 ;  appointed  to  command  11,000  men  in  the 
Peninsula ;  his  mortification  at  being  made 
subordinate  to  sir  H.  Dalrvmple,  and  sir  H. 
Burrard,  500 ;  commences  his  march  into  Spain, 
Oct  1808 ;  his  progress  through  the  country  to 
Sahagim  ;  commences  a  retreat ;  pursued  by 
Napoleon,  Dec.  24,  504;  halts  at  Lugo,  505; 
marches  to  Corunna ;  defeat  of  the  French  there, 
Jan.  16,  1809 ;  death  of,  506 ;  his  burial,  606,  507 ; 
opinions  on  his  retreat,  507,  508 ;  sufler^igs  of  his 
army,  508 

Mordaunt,  air  John,  has  joint  command  of  the 
Rochefort  expedition,  1757 ;  acquitted  by  court 
martial,  vi  229 

More,  Hannah,  rejoices  at  the  fall  of  the  Bastille, 
vii  1S3  ;  her  writings,  viU.  128 

Moroau,  J.  V.,  serves  in  Jourdan's  army,  vii. 
310 ;  appointed  to  eommand  the  army  of  the 
Rhine  and  the  Moselle,  1796,  325  ;  faQure  of  his 
campaim.  828,  329 ;  his  retreat  through  the 
Black  Forest  to  Strasbourg,  829;  beaten  back 
bv  gen.  Melas ;  defeated.  1799,  882 ;  campaign 
oJy  in  Germany,  1800,  895,  396 ;  victory  of  Hohen- 
linden  gained  by.  Doc.  3,  396 ;  consiures  against 
Bonaparte,  1804  ;  exiled,  432  :  takes  part  In  the 
battle  of  Dresden  against  Napoleon,  in  which  he 
is  wounded ;  death  of,  563 

Moi|[an,  gen.,  defeats  Tarieton  at  Cowpens,  Jan. 
17, 1781,  vii  423 ;  joins  his  forces  with  Greene's, 
424 

Morland,  George,  the  representative  of  his  day  in 
animal  painting,  viii.  155 

Momington,  earl  of.    See  Wellesley,  marquess  of. 

Morpeth,  lord,  his  eulogy  on  Francis  Homor,  1817, 
viii  91-92 ;  votes  fur  Sutton  as  speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  1838,  318;  moves  an  amend- 
ment for  reform  in  the  address,  1835,  855 ;  secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  881 

Mortemart,  duke  de,  his  audience  with  Charles  X. ; 
promises  extorted  by,  from  the  king,  1830,  viii. 
255 

Moscow,  entry  of  the  French  into,  Sept.  14, 1812. 
vii.  557 ;  the  conflagration  of;  evacuated  by  the 
French,  Oct  19,  558 

Mounier,  president  of  the  French  Assembly,  vii. 
178 ;  obtains  the  king's  consent  to  the  articles  of 
the  constitution,  179 
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MountcaahdL  visoount.    SeeMacarthy. 

Mountforty  William,  a*  player,  murder  of,  by  Hill, 
V.  159, 100 

Mountjoy,  lord,  sent  t^  Tyrconnel  on  a  mission  to 
James  II.  at  St.  Gormains ;  on  his  arrival  there 
he  was  put  into  the  Bastille,  t.  80 

Mourad  Bey  heads  the  Ifamlooks  ;  defeated  by  the 
French  at  the  battle  of  the  Pyramids,  1798,  viL 
854 

Muir,  Thomas,  sentenced  to  transportation  for 
advocat^  a  reform  in  the  representation  of  the 
people,  1794,  vii.  299 

Mimicipal  corporation  reform,  viii.  360-365  ;  report 
of  the  commission  of  inquLty  showing  the  gene- 
rally corrupt  state  of  the  corporations,  360-86*2 ; 
passing  of  lord  Russell's  reiorm  bill  through 
■  parliament,  863,  864 ;  it  receives  the  royal  assent. 
Sept  9,  1835,  364 ;  departing  glories  of  municipal 
pomp,  365;  biU  for  corporation  reform  in  Ire- 
land ;  opposed  by  the  Lords ;  passed  by  the 
Ck)mmons,  Mar.  28, 1886.  867 

Jfiuro,  sir  Hector,  major;  defeats  an  Indian 
army,  vL  382 ;  compelled  to  retreat  before  Hyder 
AU,  vii.  181 

Murat^  Joachim,  helps  Bonaparte  in  suppressing 
the  revolt  of  the  sections  In  Paris,  May,  1795, 
vii.  822;  assists  Kleber  against  a  Mussulman 
army,  1799,  380 ;  with  Leclerc  clears  the  Assem- 
bly, Nov.,  384,  885};  seiees  Godoy,  and  sends  him 
to  Bonanarte,  1808,  498 ;  king  of  Naples,  536 ; 
deserts  Napoleon  for  the  allies,  viii.  45 ;  his 
entering  into  a  correspondence  with  the  ex-em- 
peror hastens  his  fall,  ilrid. 

Murray,  lord  George,  obtains  the  king's  pardon  for 
joining  the  rebellion  of  1715,  vi.  21,  22 ;  joins 
Charles  Edward,  1745, 126 ;  takes  part  in  the  battle 
at  Preston-Pans,  Sept  22, 129  ;  quarrels  with  the 
duke  of  Perth,  144  ;  his  tactics  in  approaching 
Derby,  146 ;  he  convinces  Charles  of  the  uaelessness 
of  advancing  farther  into  England  ;  persuades  him  | 
to  retreat  to  Scotland,  148  ;  his  able  and  creditable 
management  of  the  retreat  from  Derby,  155, 156  ; 
halts  at  Clifton,  157  ;  securing  the  army's  retreat 
by  stemming  me  tide  of  the  pursuing  enemy ; 
reaches  Carlisle ;  represents  to  Charles  that  his 
troops  could  not  hold  the  place,  158 ;  signs  an 
address  to  the  prince  showing  the  desertions  in 
the  Highland  army,  163  ;  leads  the  Highlanders 
to  the  attack  of  Cumberland's  camp ;  but  finds  a 
surprise  impracticable,  167 

Murray,  William.    See  Mansfield,  earl  of. 

Muagravo,  sir  Christopher  ;  a  leader  of  the  opposi- 
tion party,  1698  ;  bribes  received  by,  v.  162 

Mutiny  bill,  an  important  part  of  the  government : 
first  passed  1689,  v.  75,  76 

Mutiny  at  Ipswich,  1689,  v.  75  ;  at  Spithead,  1797, 
vii.  338-340 ;  at  the  Nore,  340,  341 ;  at  Vellore, 
1806,  462 ;  and  at  Madras,  1809,  viii.  218,  214 

Muttra,  l>attle  of,  1803,  vii  456 

3f  jlne,  Richard,  architect  of  Blackfriars  bridge, 
vii.  82 


Nadik,  unable  to  apprehend  the  leaders  of  the 
reform  naeeting  at  Manchester,  1819,  viii.  106 

Nagpore,  nuah  of,  joins  the  Mahiiitta  confederacy 
against  the  British,  viii  216 :  defeated  by  the 
British,  217 

Nairn,  William,  lord,  impeached  of  high  treason, 
tried  and  sentenced  to  death,  1716,  vi.  19 ;  re- 
prieved, 20;  released  from  prison  by  an  act  of 
grace  passed,  1717,  30 

Namiu-,  siege  and  capture  of,  by  the  French,  June 
30, 1692,  V.  150-151 ;  besieged  by  the  aUies,  1695, 
178-180 ;  and  taken,  Aug.  26,  180 

Nankin,  treaty  of,  Aug.  29, 1842,  viii.  388,  449 

Napier,  sir  C.  James,  major,  taken  prisons:  at 
Corunna,  1809,  vii  506  ;  a  benefactor  of  his  race, 
viii  507 ;  his  march  on,  and  destructioit  of,  Emaun- 
Ghur,  508,  509 ;  gains  the  battle  of  Meanee,  509, 
510 ;  Hydexubad  surrenders  to  him ;  he  defeats 
and  queUs  Shore  Mahomed,  and  becomes  the 
governor  of  Sdnde,  510. 

Napier,  sir  G.  John,  his  services  under  admiral 
Stoptord  in  the  campaign  in  Bgypt  and  Syrla^ 
18W,  viii  434,  486 


Napoleon  IIL  of  France,  son  of  Louis  Bonaparte, 
king  of  Holland;  Louis  Philippe's  fear  of  him. 
viii  874,  876 ;  his  futile  revolutionary  attempt  at 
Strasbourg,  1886,  875 ;  sent  to  America  by  Louis 
Philippe ;  escapes  to  Switzerland ;  Louu  com- 
pelling his  extradition  fVom  thence,  he  with- 
araws  to  England,  876 ;  crosses  the  Channel  to 
Boulogne,  431 :  fails  to  produce  an  insurrection, 
481,  432 ;  surrenders  ;  is  imprisoned.  432 ;  tried, 
432,  438  ;  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  life  in 
Ham  fortress ;  but  escapes,  438 ;  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  French  Republic,  1848,  561 

Nash,  Beau,  master  of  the  oeremunies  at  Bath: 
his  nde,  vii  100, 101  ;  suppresses  duelling  at 
Bath,  104 

Nash,  John,  his  architectural  works,  Regent  Street, 
Park,  and  Canal,  viii  145-146. 

Nasmyth,  his  landscape  painting,  viii.  164, 155 

National  Debt,  commencement  of  the,  1693,  v.  156 ; 
its  growth,  156,  157,  vi  89,  40 ;  reduction  of  the 
interest  on  the,  184 ;  increase  of  the,  1755-1763, 
257 ;  table  showhig  its  growth,  1691-1792,  470, 
472,  viii.  884 ;  fears  of  ruin  trota  its  increase,  vii. 
2 ;  growth  of,  1793-1815,  582,  viii.  884,  1816-1887, 
vks84 

Navarlno,  news  of  the  battle  of.  received  in 
London,  viii  225;  it  occiured,  Oct.  20,  1827, 
226,  227 

Navigation  act  obstructs  the  Scottish  trade,  v. 
215 ;  suspension  of  the  navigation  laws,  viii.  551 

Navy,  diflSculty  of  manning  the,  vi  374,  375  ;  cor- 
ruption prevalent  in  the,  vii.  112 ;  the  British 
and  French  navies,  1793,  263,  264  ;  state  of  the, 
1793,  304,  805 ;  discontents  and  mutinies  in  the, 
1797,  388-841 ;  number  of  men  voted  for  the, 
1802,  417 ;  the  British  navy  of  1812,  viii.  9 ;  its 
glory  depart^  9,  10;  restored  again  by  the 
Shannon  and  Cnesapeake  conflict,  11 

Necker,  James,  controller-general  of  finance,  vii. 
157 ;  dismiBsed  the  poet,  May,  1781,  ibid.  ;  re-  • 
called  to  it  again,  1788,  164;  again  dismissed, 
Jvily,  1789,  170 

Neerwmden.    See  linden. 

Neerwinden,  batUe  of,  Mar.  18,  1793,  vii.  271 

Nelson,  Horatio,  post-captain,  1793 ;  present  at  the 
surrender  of  Toulon  to  lord  Hood,  vii  287 ;  his 
daring  achievement  of  the  capture  of  Bflbstia, 
Corsica,  1794,  315 ;  commodore ;  joins  admiral 
Jervls's  fleet ;  disobeys  his  superior  officer ; 
engages,  with  the  assistance  of  Troubridge  and 
CoUingwood,  several  of  the  enemy's  vessels  at 
the  batUe  of  St  Vhicent,  Feb.  14, 1797,  836  ;  his 
desperate  condition ;  gallantly  shown  in  b<>ard- 
ing  and  taking  the  San  Nicolas  and  San  Josef ; 
his  name  not  noticed  in  Jervis's  despatches,  337  ; 
made  a  knight  of  the  bath,  388 ;  watches  the 
movements  of  the  Toulon  fleet,  351 ;  appointed 
to  command  a  Mediterranean  fleet  1798,  852  ;  he 
misses  the  French  fleet,  soils  to  Alexandria,  and 
returns  to  Sicily,  353 ;  refused  supplies  by  the 
Neapolitans  ;  obtains  them  through  his  interview 
with  lady  Hamilton ;  again  sets  out  for  Alex- 
andria, 855;  position  of  the  French  fleet,  Aug. 
1  ;  Nelson's  manoBUvres,  355,  356 ;  the  conflict ; 
Nelson  wounded ;  bis  heroism,  356 ;  the  French 
flag  ship,  L'Orient,  on  fire ;  the  awfiil  silence  suc- 
ceeding the  explosion;  retmns  to  Naples;  his 
injunctions  for  fighting,  357 ;  vice-admiral  under 
sir  Hyde  Parker,  1801,  402;  opposes  his  admiral's 
arguments  for  delay;  his  approach  to  Copen- 
hi^en,  402,  403;  the  battle  of  Copenhagen, 
April  2,  403,  404 ;  disregards  Parker's  signals  to 
stop  fighting,  ibid. ;  concludes  an  armistice,  404, 
405 ;  fails  in  cutting  the  armed  fiotilla  out  of 
Boulogne  harbour,  408 ;  appointed  to  command 
the  Mediterranean  fleet ;  ms  letter  to  the  lord 
mayor,  441 ;  his  chase  after  the  combined  fleet, 
441,  442;  worn  out  with  anxiety  he  returns 
home,  442 ;  offers  his  services  against  Villeneuve ; 
preparations,  445 ;  entiiusiastic  reception  at  Ports- 
mouth, 445,  446 ;  his  last  farewell  to  England  ; 
sets  down  before  Cadis ;  his  system  of  breaking  ' 
the  line  ;  the  enemy  in  sight,  446 ;  his  prepara- 
tions for  batUe,  446,  447  ;  hie  victory,  Oct  21, 
1806 :  his  death,  447,  448  ;  the  nation's  grief  ;  j 
the  funeral,  448,  449  OQ IC 
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Nopaul,  war  with,  181S-1816  ;  its  rmulta,  vlii.  215 

Newcastle,  duke  of,  entertains  WilUani  III.  at 
Welbeck,  1605,  ▼.  181 ;  made  lord  privy  seal, 
1705,  305 ;  captain  Jenkins  reports  to  him  his  ill- 
trcatmeHt  by  the  Spaniards,  but  receives  no 
redress,  vi.  93;  his  jealousy  of  Walfwle,  97; 
helps  his  brother,  Mr.  Polham,  in  the  administra- 
tion ;  his  talent  for  electioneering  business,  178  ; 
becomes  jealous  of  the  duke  of  Bedford,  189 ; 
gets  him  turned  out  of  the  office  of  secretary  of 
state,  190 ;  becomes  first  lord  of  the  ti-easury  at 
his  brother's  death,  1754  ;  his  claims  to  the  poet, 
197  ;  character  of ;  offers  Fox  the  seals  of  secre- 
tarvof  state,  who  refuses  them,  198,  199;  Pitt's 
and  Fox's  opposition ;  the  latter  obtains  a  seat  in 
the  Cabinet,  200  ;  becomes  terrified  at  the  oppoei- 
tion  to  the  subsidies ;  applies  to  Pitt  for  help, 
who  refuses  it,  208 ;  opposing  the  ministrj'  in  a 
speech  in  parliament ;  Pitt  is  dismissed  his  office 
of  paymaster,  209;  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
ministry,  tfrul. ;  Fox  resigns  his  seals,  and  New- 
castle, having  no  support,  217 ;  also  resigns,  218  ; 
George  again  offers  him  the  administration  of 
affairs ;  refuses  to  act  with  Pitt,  221 ;  but  ulti* 
mately  consents ;  first  lord  of  the  treasxuy,  222  ; 
supports  Bute,  251 ;  retires  from  the  treasury, 
Jime,  1762,  255 ;  becomes  privy  seal,  1765,  278 ; 
secretary  of  stete,  1746-1754 ;  first  lord  of  the 
treasury,  1754-1756,  320 ;  1757-1762,  321 

Newcastle,  duke  of,  his  interference  with  Uie 
Newark  election  complained  of,  viiL  242 ;  pro- 
ceedings against,  242,  243 ;  his  remarks  on  the 
Reform  bil^  300 

Newfoundland  ceded  to  Great  Britain,  1713,  v. 
397 

Newmarket)  races  held  at,  temp.  William  III., 
V.  33 

New  Orleans,  attack  on,  by  the  British,  1814, 
1815,  viU.  17-19 

Newspapers  ;  first  beginning  of  the  newspaper 
press,  v.  60,  61  ;  the  newspapers.  1709,  1742,  402- 
405;  eagerness  for,  1745,  vi  142,  143 ;  provincial 
papers  oadly  conducted  about  1757,  230 ;  the 
newspapers,  1737-1783,  viL  84 ;  number  of  Ame- 
rican, 1775,  and  1810,  viii.  6;  of  London  in 
Crabbe's  time  ;  *  The  Tima '  first  assumed  the 
name,  1788,  115 ;  'The  THtius'  of  Nov.  28,  1818, 
the  first  sheet  of  x>aper  printed  by  steam, 
182 :  increased  circulation  of,  duo  to  the  steam- 
printing  machine,  itrid.  ;  violence  and  ribaldr>'  of, 
during  Queen  Caroline's  trial  in  1820,  169 ;  the 
newspapers  of  India;  their  regulation  by  govern- 
ment, 222 ;  case  of  Mr.  Buckingham,  proprietor 
of  '  The  CaleuUa  Journal,'  222,  223 ;  royal  ordi- 
nance against  the  liberty  of  the  French  press, 
1830,  250,  251 ;  the  protest  of  the  newspaper  con- 
ductors, 251 ;  stamp  on,  reduced,  1836,  372, 
390  :  altered  character  of,  1842.  484,  485 

Newton,  sir  Isaac,  as  master  of  the  mint  he  suc- 
ceeds in  establishing  an  adequate  supply  of  cir- 
culating medium,  v.  184  ;  statue  of,  by  Rou- 
biliac,  461  ;  declares  Wood's  Irish  coinage  satis- 
factory, vi.  50 

Newton-Butler,  battle  of,  1689.  v.  86 

New  York  evacuated  by  the  Americans,  Seiit.  15, 
1776.  vi.  370 

Ney,  Michael,  marshal,  serves  in  Jourdan's  army, 
vii.  312 ;  defeats  the  Austrian^  at  Elchingon  ana 
Guntzburg,  1805,  444;  defeated  at  Deuncwitx, 
1813, 563,  564 ;  deserts  Louis  XVIII.  for  Napoleon, 
1815,  viii.  27 ;  executed  on  the  return  of  Louis  to 
power,  47 

NichoUs,  sir  George ;  his  Letters  on  the  Poor  Laws ; 
his  poor  law  reforms  at  Southwell,  viii.  338 ;  ap- 
pointed a  poor  law  commissioner,  18:i4,  342 ;  and 
to  initiate  the  working  of  the  poor  law  in  Irclimd, 
411 

Nile,  battle  of  the,  Aug.  1,  1798,  vii.  .355-357. 

Nlmeguen,  peace  of,  Aug.  11,  1678,  v.  388;  sur- 
rendered to  the  French,  1794,  vii.  313 

Nipchoo,  treat V  of,  ratified  Juno  14, 1728,  v.  890 

Nithisdale,  William,  earl  of,  impeached  of  high  trea- 
son, 1716  ;  tried  and  found  guilty,  vi.  19  ;  hi.s  wife 
vainly  petitions  the  king  to  pardon  him ;  she 
effects  his  escape  to  France,  20,  21 

Nizam.    See  Deccan. 


NoUekens,  Joseph,  his  sculpturintf,  vii.  80  :  viU.  149 

Nonjurcffs,  origm  of  the,  v.  70 ;  bOI  against,  paiwed, 
73  ;  libellous  pamphlets  issued  by,  in  1692, 155 

Nore,  mutiny  at  the,  1797,  vii.  340,  S41 

Norfolk,  soil  of,  vii.  5 ;  agricultural  improvements 
in,  promoted  by  Coke,  5,  6 ;  a  seat  of  the  hus- 
bandry implement  trade,  8 ;  number  of  persons 
to  every  lOO  acres  in,  in  1841,  24 

Normanby,  marquis  of.    See  Buckingham 

Norris,  sir  WillLom,  sent  to*  desire  of  Aunmgsebe 
his  favour  for  the  new  East  India  Company,  1606, 
V.  203 ;  mission  failed  ;  dies  on  his  way  home,  204 

North,  Frederick,  lord,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
1767-1732,  vi.  288,  290.  321,  460  ;  moves  the  repeal 
of  the  American  dutv  on  all  articles  but  tea,  811; 
his  proposition  carried,  312 ;  nearly  demoUahed 
by  the  mob,  1771,  818  ;  his  apology  for  retaining 
office,  318, 319 ;  first  lord  of  the  ti^easury,  1779-1782, 
321,  469;  brings  in  the  Boston  port  bill,  1774, 
339 ;  and  the  Massachusetts  bav  government  re- 
gulation bill,  ibid, ;  his  conciliatoTy  measure,  346 ; 
his  Prohibitoxy  biU,  362 ;  exults  at  the  display  of 
public  spirit,  1778 ;  introduoee  two  bills,  one  on 
American  taxation,  the  other  appointing  commis- 
sioners to  treat  with  America,  386;  fear  and 
astonishment  of  the  House  at  his  subniissionsand 
concessions,  387 ;  wishes  to  resign  his  mwniership 
on  hearing  of  the  peace  between  France  and 
America,  Urid. ;  his  speech  on  the  address  to  the 
king,  397;  his  amendment  on  Burke's  Econo- 
mical Ueform  bill,  404 ;  his  consternation  and 
distress  at  the  news  of  Comwallis's  surrender, 
1781,  430 ;  announces  the  resignation  of  his  pre- 
miership, Mar.  20, 1782 ;  the  scene  in  parliament 
on  this  occasion,  435  ;  consents  to  the  proposed 
free  trade  measures  towards  Ireland,  443 ; 
coalesces  with  Fox,  appointed  secretary  of  state, 
1783,  vii.  135 ;  ordei^  to  give  up  his  seals  by  the 
king,  139  ;  home  secretary  of  state,  1783,  576 

Northunptonahire,  the  country  of,  vii.  10 ;  low  state 
of  farming,  ibid. ;  farmers  and  labourers,  11 

Northumberland,  its  wretched  breed  of  sheep,  and 
large  districts  of  wasteland,  1760-1783,  vii.  SO ;  \m- 
settled  state  of  its  inhabitants  long  after  the 
Union ;  agriculture  stimulated  by  the  Culleys  and 
others,  31 

North-West  Company  for  trading  in  furs;  ulti- 
mately united  with  the  H\idson's  Bay  Company, 
V.  39. 

Nottingham,  earl  of.     See  Wincholsoa. 

Nottinghamshire,  the  oak  of  Sherwood  forest  suc- 
ceeded bv  turnip  and  wheat  fields,  vii  16 ;  "  the 
cars  "  reclaimed,  ibui. 

Novels,  careless  and  inacctxrate  style  of,  viii.  469  : 
prevalence  of  ;  large  numbers  publishoid  in  a  aerial 
form,  475-477;  changed  manner  in  conducting 
prose  fictions  as  shown  in  the  works  of  the  nov^ 
writers,  477-479 

Nugent,  lord,  moves  for  a  list  of  persons  holding 
.  crown  places  and  pensions,  vi  404 ;  his  Irish  free 
trade  motions,  443 

Nuncomar,  an  intriguing  Hindoo,  executed  by  the 
British  for  forgery,  vii  126,  127 


Oateb,  Titus,  released  trom  prison,  pardoned,  and 
poiudoned,  1689,  v.  95 

O'Brieu,  Smith,  a  member  of  the  Irish  Confedera- 
tion ;  his  shaxo  in  the  insurrection  of  1848,  viii. 
560 

Occasional  Conformity,  bill  against ;  its  objects ; 
discussion  on ;  rejected  1702,  v.  262,  263;  a  new 
bill  introduced,  1703  ;  ag:iin  rejected,  268 ;  throTKTi 
out  a  third  time  1704,  289 ;  its  repeal  desired  bj* 
Stanhope,  1718,  vi.  35 

Ochtcrlony,  sir  David,  compels  the  Gorkha  com- 
mander, Ammer  Singh,  to  capitulate,  I'^IS,  viii 
215  ;  engages  to  support  the  rajah  of  Bhurtpore, 
221 

O'Coigley,  arrested,  and  executed,  1797,  for  con- 
spiring against  government,  vii.  363 

O'Connell,  Daniel,  returned  M.P.  for  Clare,  who  as 
a  Roman  Catholic  was  disqualified  from  sitting 
there,  1828,  viii  235  ;  his  great  influence  over  the 
Irish  peasantry,  235,  236 ;  upon  taking  his  seat, 
1829,  reAises  to  take  the  oath  of  supremacy,  claim , 
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ing  that  set  forth  in  the  Belief  act ;  returned  a 
aocond  time  for  Clare,  and  takes  his  seat,  241 ; 
moves  an  ameiubnent  in  the  king's  speech  ; 
coarseness  of  his  language ;  Stanley's  reply  to ; 
the  amendment  rejected,  319 ;  again  attacked  by 
Mr.  Stanley,  828,  324 ;  condemns  the  appropria- 
tion of  funds  to  bo  sanctioned  by  the  Irian  church 
reform  bill,  826 ;  his  speech  on  the  repeal  of  the 
Union  question,  1834,  843;  his  amendment  on 
the  Jrish  tithe  biU,  347  ;  his  alleged  compact  with 
the  Melbourne  Wmg  government,  308 ;  his  efforts 
to  hnag  about  a  repeal  of  the  Union,  502,  503 ; 
arrested  for  conspiring,  503 ;  tried,  511, 512 ;  found 
Kuilty  Aiid  punished,  512 ;  appeals  for  a  reversal  of 
nis  sentence,  which  he  obtains  ;  Ireland  celebrates 
his  triumph,  520 ;  loss  of  his  demagogic  power, 
621 ;  his  last  parliamentary  speech ;  died  May  15, 
1847.  540 

O'Connor,  Arthur,  a  member  of  the  Irish  Directory ; 
tried  for  high  treason.  May,  1797 ;  acquitted,  vii. 
363 

O'Connor,  Fearsrus,  insists  upon  parliament's  test- 
ing the  repeal  question,  1834,  viii.  343 ;  attempts 
to  rouse  the  people  to  rebel,  413,  414,  417  ;  heads 
the  chartist  movements  of  1848,  559 

Oglethorpe,  general,  promotes  the  state  of  prisons 
Inquiiy,  1729, 1730,  vi.  63,  64 ;  pureuos  the  retreat- 
ing army  of  the  rebels,  1745,  157. 

O'Hara,  general,  commands  the  Toulon  garrison  ; 
wounded ;  taken  prisoner,  1793,  vU.  289.  290. 

Oliver,  alderman,  his  share  in  the  arrest  of  a  House 
of  CommonsofEicer,  1771 ;  imprisoned  in  the  Tower, 
vi.  817-319 

Oliver  the  Spy  acts  as  government  spy  against  re- 
formers. 1817,  viii.  80-82 

Omichund,  en^iges  in  a  conspiracy  to  depose  Sura- 
jah  Dowlah ;  Clive's  treachery  towanu,  vL  224, 
225;  causes  him  to  die  an  idiot,  226 

Onslow,  sir  Richard ;  chosen  speaker  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  1708,  v.  341;  retires  f^om  the 
speakership  ;  1761 ;  pensioned,  vi.  246 

Onslow,  colonel,  his  proceediuj^  against  printers 
for  publishing  parliamentary  debates,  1771,  vi. 
317 

Ojdum  trade,  circumstances  connected  with  the, 
which  led  to  the  war  with  China,  viiL  443-445 

Opoi-to  taken  possession  of  by  Soult,  Mar.  29, 1809, 
vii.  610 

Orange,  prince  of,  relieves  Charleroi,  1794,  vii.  311 ; 
engaged  at  Waterloo,  viii.  29, 31 

Orange,  princess  of,  arrested ;  her  cause  espoused 
by  tho  king  of  Prussia,  vU.  150, 151 

Oregon  question,  settiement  of  the,  viii.  542,  543 

Orford,  earl  oC  See  Walpole,  Robert ;  Russell,  Adm. 
EdwartL 

Orleans,  duke  of,  regent  of  France ;  refUses  to  aid 
tho  Pretender  agabist  England,  1715,  vi.  9  ;  de- 
sires England  to  support  his  claim  to  the  throne, 
27  :  his  fonity  towards  Alberoni,  35  ;  informs  the 
British  government  of  the  proposed  Jacobite  ex- 
pedition to  Scotland,  1719,  36;  and  the  Jacobite 
nlot  of  1722,  48 ;  died  1723,  54 

Orleans,  duke  of,  banished  Paris  for  taking  part,  in 
a  discussion,  against  the  court,  1788,  vii.  108 ;  as- 
sumes the  name  of  Egalitd ;  votes  for  Louis  XVI.  's 
death,  251,  252 ;  his  defence  for  so  doing,  252 ; 
imprisoned  at  Marseillos,  277;  executed  Nov. 
1793,  293 

Orleans^  duke  of.    See  Louis  XVIII.  of  France. 

Ormond,  duke  of,  makes,  in  conjunction  with  sir 
Oeoigo  Rooke,  an  unsuccessful  expedition  to 
Cadiz,  V.  261 ;  put  in  command  of  the  British 
forces,  1712;  receives  secret  instructions  from  the 
ministry  not  to  hazard  a  battie,  while  there  was 
a  chance  of  negotiating  peace ;  besieges  Quesnoy ; 
it  surrenders  July  4,  392  ;  proclaims  an  armistice 
with  France;  withdraws  his  forces  fh>m  the 
allied  army,  393;  his  march  from  Ghent  to 
Bruges,  896 ;  impeached  of  high  treason  ;  flies  to 
France ;  an  act  of  attainder  passed  against  him, 
1715,  vi  5 ;  passes  from  Franco  into  Spain,  35 ; 
appointed  to  command  a  proix)eed  exjwdition 
against  England,  36 

Orrol,  captain,  his  interest  at  the  riots  of  1710,  v.  356 

Orrery,  earl  of,  arrested,  and  sent  to  tho  Tower, 
1722,  for  conqpiring,  vi.  48 


Orthez,  battle  of,  Feb.  37, 1814,  vll.  509 

Osborne,  lord  S.  6..  draws  attention  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Dorsetshire  labourers,  viii.  897,  396 

Otaheite  discovered,  1767  ;  visited  by  captain  Cook 
and  Bougainville,  vii.  261 ;  dispute  between  Fiance 
and  England  as  to  the  national  rights  over.  viii. 
521,  522 

Otto,  M.,  negotiates'ithe  jireliminaries  of  peace, 
1801,  vii.  407,  408  ;  remonstrates  against  the 
newspaper  remarks  on  Bonaparte,  416 

Oudenarde,  battie  of,  July  11, 1708,  v.  387,  838 

Outnun,  iniuor,  Brltidi  resident  at  Hyderabad; 
attacked  by  the  Beloochees,  viii  509 

Oxford,  his  attempt  upon  tiie  queen's  Hfe  :  ac- 
quitted on  the  ground  of  insanity:  remarks  on 
this  acquittal,  viH.  428, 429 

Oxford,  Robert  Harley,  eoii  of ;  a  Tory  leader ; 
moves  for  the  disbanding  of  tho  troops,  Dec. 
1798,  V.  231 ;  chosen  speaker  by  the  fifth  parlia- 
ment of  William  III.,  1701,  244 ;  speaker  of  Anne's 
first  parliament,  1702,  262 ;  he  is  turned  out  of 
the  ministry  by  Marlborough  and  the  Whigs, 
1708,  333,  335 ;  has  private  audiences  withflie 
queen  ;  commences  a  system  of  political  intrigue 
with  her,  339 ;  the  hnpeachment  Of  Sacheverel 
brings  him  in  opposition  with  Godolphin.  349 ; 
his.  intrigues  are  successful;  Godolphin  is  dis- 
missed, and  himself  is  made  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  1710,  363  :  is  seriously  opposed  by  the 
Tories ;  stabbed  by  Ouiscard,  Mar.  8,  1711,  at  a 
privy  council  sitting,  371  ;  which  leads  to  his 
being  made  earl  of  Oxford,  and  lord  high  trea- 
surer, and  to  the  establishment  of  his  ministeiial 
influence,  378,  373 ;  carries  on  a  secret  negotia- 
tion with  France  for  peace.  377 ;  invites  Eugene 
to  dinner,  391 ;  quarrels  with  Bolingbroke  ;  he  is 
dismissed  fh>m  office,  1714,  400  ;  lord  Coningsby 
impeaches  him  of  high  treason,  1715  ;  he  is  com- 
mitted to  the  Tower,  vi  5 ;  upon  petitioning  for 
release  in  1717  he  is  put  upon  tirial,  and  acquitted, 
but  not  included  in  the  act  of  grace  passed  soon 
after,  30  ;  his  national  debt  proposal,  40 

Oxfordshire,  agricultural  condition  of,  vii.  10 


pAOBT,  lord.    See  Angles^. 

Paine,  Thomas,  author  of  "The  Bights  of  Man** ; 
his  eorly  career,  vii  203 ;  invites  the  Parisi^ms  to 
establish  a  republic,  204 ;  found  guilty  of  libel  in 
publishing  his  book,  248 ;  a  member  of  the  Na- 
tional Convention  of  France,  Urid, ;  votes  that 
Louis  XVI.  be  imprisoned  and  banished,  252 

Pains  and  Penalties  bill  passed  against  two  Irish 
priests,  1723,  vi  49  ;  and  against  Atterbury, 
bishop  of  Rochester,  49,  50 ;  against  queen  Caro- 
line introduced,  1820 ;  examination  into  tiie  evi- 
dence :  trial  of  the  queen ;  abandonment  of  the 
bill,  viii  168-172 

Painters  in  Water  Colours,  Society  of,  started  1805, 
viu.  155 

Painting  ;  celebrated  painters  in  England  from 
Henry  VIII. 's  time  to  William  IIL  v.  461 ;  general 
decline  of  portrait  painting  fh>m  Lely  to  Rey- 
nolds, by  whom  it  was  restored,  462 ;  low 
state  of  the  art  o^  temp.  George  II.  vii.  67 ; 
formation  of  the  Bngliim  school  of,  initiated 
by  Hogarth:  idea  of  a  royal  academy  started 
by  Thomhill  previous  to  1724 ;  revived  in 
1749  ;  public  exhibition  of  paintings  in  1760, 
and  1761,  the  first  practical  embodiment  of  the 
idea,  68 ;  exhibition  of  designs  for  sign-boards, 
69  ;  sign  painters,  69,  70 ;  foundation  of  the 
Royal  Academy.  Dec.  10, 1768,  70,  71 ;  the  British 
Institution  established,  viii  150,  151  ;  the  Na- 
tional and  Dulwich  galleries,  151 ;  rise  of  water 
colour  painting;  Society  of  Paintefs  in  Water 
Colours  formecri805,  155 

Pakenham,  sir  Edward,  commands  the  British 
army  in  America,  1814,  viii.  17 ;  his  appearance 
raises  the  confidence  of  the  army,  18  ;  his  ad- 
vance upon  New  Orleans,  and  struggle  with 
general  Jackson;  organizes  an  attack  upon  the 
enemy,  Jan.  7,  ibid. ;  in  which  he  is  mortally 
wounded,  19 

Paley,  his  high  intellectual  position  among  English 
churchmen,  viii  124 
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Palliser,  sir  Huffh,  accuaes  adminU  Keppel  of 
misconduct  and  incapacity,  tI  393;  tried  by 
coui^martial ;  acquitted,  894 

Palni,  German  minister  in  Loudon ;  disayows  the 
secret  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna;  ordered 
to  leave  England,  vi  65 

Palm,  J.  P.,  executed  by  the  French  for  publish- 
ing a  certain  book,  Aug.  26, 1806,  vU.  472 

Pahner.  Thomas  Fysshe,  sentenced  to  transporta- 
tion for  advocating  a  reform  in  the  representa- 
tion of  the  people,  vii.  299 

Palmorston,  lordf  secretary  at  war,  1809,  vii.  529, 
1820,  viiL  168;  in  the  Canning  cabinet,  210; 
joins  the  Wellington  ministry,  182$,  228;  opposes 
lord  Russell's  motion  for  the  repeal  of  the  Corpo- 
ration and  Test  acts,  233 ;  resigns  office  with  Mr. 
Huskisson  and  the  other  Canningites.  234; 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  267,  881 ; 
advocates  reform,  1831,  270  ;  success  of  his  policy 
towards  France,  430 ;  denies  having  visited  Louis 
Napoleon  for  two  years  previous  to  1840 ;  his  con- 
versation with  Guixot  on  the  fleets  of  England 
and  France,  433  ;  absurdly  suspected  of  being  in 
the  pav  of  Russia,  434 ;  advocates  free  trade  in 
the  debate  on  the  sugar  duties,  438 

Pamplona  sun-endered  to  the  British,  Oct.  31,  1813, 
vii.  666 

Paoli,  tho  Corsican  patriot ;  defends  the  island 
against  the  French,  1768,  vL  322;  becoming  an 
exile,  he  seeks  refuge  in  England,  823 ;  organizes 
a  revolt  against  the  French,  1794,  viL  316 

Paris,  entry  of  the  allies  and  Louis  XVIII.  into, 
JiUy  1816,  viii.  41 

Paris,  peace  of,  signed  Feb.  10,  1763 ;  its  terms,  vi. 
256,  257,  467 :  treaty  of.  May  16,  1796,  vii.  412 ; 
peace  of,  July  20,  1806,  678 ;  peace  of,  Jan.  6, 
1810,  580 ;  treaty  of,  ratified  by  Kapoleon  and  the 
allies,  April  11,  1814,  681 ;  between  France  and 
the  alUes,  May  80,  1815,  681,  viii  24 ;  peace  of, 
Nov.  20,  1815,  42,  382 

Parker,  Hyde,  admiral ;  engages  the  Dutch  off  the 
Dogger  Bank,  1781,  vi.  421 ;  commands  the  fleet 
against  the  Danes,  1801,  vii.  402 ;  allows  Nelson 
to  fight  and  win  the  naval  battle  of  Copenhagen. 
402,  408 

Parker,  Richard,  chosen  president  of  the  delegates 
of  the  mutineers  at  the  Nore,  May,  1797 ;  trial, 
and  early  career;  executed  at  Sandwich,  Juno 
80,  vii.  341 

Parkyns,  sir  William,  concerned  In  a  conspiracy 
against  William  III.  1696,  v.  187,  d  seq. ;  ia  exe- 
cuted, 191 

Parliamentary  reform  ;  two  attempts  at  reforming 
parliament  made,  v.  169  ;  Chatham  recommends, 
vi.  304,  305 ;  agitates  the  public  mind,  1780,  401 ; 
Pitt's  scheme  of,  proposed,  441,  and  rejected, 
442;  his  second  bill  for,  produced,  vii.  186;  re- 
jection of  his  third  bill  for,  146 ;  in  Ireland.  361, 
862 ;  taken  up  by  ignorant  and  uneducated  per- 
sons, viii.  72,  73 ;  Cobbett  advocates  it,  73  ;  the 
Hampden  club  reformera,  74,  75 ;  Burdett  twice 
revives  the  Question  of,  97,  10*2  ;  lord  Russell 
becomes  a  reformer  and  obtains  the  disfranchise- 
ment of  Grampound,  102 ;  cases  of  borough  cor- 
ruption, 233,  234  ;  preparation  of  the  Reform  bill, 
270  ;  lord  John  Russell  introduces  the  bill  before 
a  full  house,  271 ;  purport  of  the  biU,  271,  272  ; 
its  reception  by  the  opposition,  272  ;  sir  R 
Inglls's  reply,  272,  273 ;  debate  on  the  bill,  274- 
276 ;  Macaulay's  speech,  274,  276  ;  speeches  of 
Pahnerston  and  Peel,  275 ;  defeat  of  the  minis- 
ters in  committee,  276;  introduction  of  separate 
Reform  bills  for  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland, 
278 ;  Macaulay's  speech  on  the  English  Reform 
bill,  278,  279 ;  the  bill  is  read  a  second  time  and 
passed  into  committee  ;  Mr.  Croker's  steady 
opposition  to  it,  279 ;  his  fears  as  to  the  resiUts 
of  Its  passing,  279,  280  ;  the  bill  passes  from  the 
Commons  to  the  Lords,  280  ;  the  five  nights* 
debate  ;  speeches  of  earl  Grey,  281,  283 ;  of  the 
duke  of  Wellington,  281,  282 ;  of  lords  Dudley, 
'S'i '  P^o^  282,  283 :  and  Brougham,  388 ;  the 
biU  thrown  out  by  the  Lords,  283,  284 ;  resolu- 
tions of  the  Commons,  284  ;  the  king's  speech 
again  recommends  reform  ;  new  bill  introduced 
by  lord  John  Russell ;  alterations  contained  in 


it :  seoond  reading  of  Wl  in  Commons ;  pawwnil 
by  them ;  introduoed  into  the  Lords,  294 ;  aoeno 
at  the  seoond  reading;  defeat  of  the  ministeTB  in 
conmiittee.  295 ;  the  king  refuses  to  craate  peers 
to  insure  the  {laasing  of  the  bill ;  tho  mJnfsterB 
resign ;  the  Commons  implore  the  king  to  caidl 
another  reform  ministry,  296  ;  the  king  ooosents 
to  the  creation  of  peers ;  abatement  of  the  of^po- 
sition  of  the  anti-reform  peers,  299,  300  ;  pasmng 
of  the  Reform  bills  for  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
June  and  July,  1882,  300;  changes  effected  by 
tho  working  of  the  reform  acts,  301-310  ;  foarm  6t 
anti-reformers,  810,  311 

Partition  Treaty,  negotiations  between  England  and 
France  for  a,  v.  226 ;  the  partition  scheme  origi- 
nated with  France,  ibid.  ;  the  negotiatkinB  are 
carried  on,  227  ;  correspondence  and  prooeedingx 
of  William  in  connection  with  the  first,  238 ;  it 
is  signed  Oct.  11,  1698,  by  Portland  and  air  J. 
Williamson,  229,  388 ;  stipulations  of  the  first, 
ibid. ;  the  second  sigzied  in  1700,  230,  388 

Paterson,  William,  proposes  the  scheme  at  a  great 
national  bank,  1691,  which  is  carried  out  fay  the 
establishment  of  the  Bank  of  England  in  1604, 
V.  171 ;  obtains  a  800,0002.  subscription  for  form- 
ing a  company  for  trading  to  Africa  and  the 
Indies,  216,  216 ;  sails  vrith  the  colony  for  Darien, 
July  26,  1698 ;  quarrels  with  the  ship's  oflkers 
and  the  coundi,  218;  he  is  attacked  by  fever, 
June,  1699,  221 

Paul,  Lewis,  his  cotton  machine,  vii.  44,  45 

Paul  I.  of  Russia,  succeeds  Catnerine,  favours  Uie 
French  interests,  vii  330;  joins  the  coalition 
against  France,  382;  won  back  to  the  French 
side,  393  ;  assassinated,  1801, 405  ;  emperor,  1796- 
1801,  674 

PaulL  James,  brings  charges  against  the  marquis  of 
Wellesley,  viL  463,  454,  461 ;  duel  with  Burdett ; 
commits  suicide,  1807,  462 

Paving  and  Lighting  Act,  passed  1762,  viii  65,  66 

Pearson,  captam,  his  naval  engagement  with  Paul 
Jones ;  defeated,  vi.  398 

Peel,  sir  Robert,  first  returned  to  pariloment,  1909 ; 
chosen  chairman  of  the  currency  committee ;  de- 
clares himself  open  to  conviction,  viii  100 ;  modi- 
fications of  his  views  rep:arding  the  currency 
question,  100,  101 ;  passing  of  the  act  called 
Peel's  act,  101 ;  appointed  home  secretary,  183::; 
178,  196 ;  objects  to  the  extent  of  Mackintosh's 
measures  for  abolishing  capital  punishment, 
196;  his  high  position  as  an  anti-Catholic  par- 
tisan, 201 ;  debate  vrith  Canning,  the  head  of  the 
Catholic  party,  on  the  Cathouj  question,  S1.1S, 
204;  resigns  his  office  on  Canning  becoming 
minister,  1827,  204,  205 ;  freedom  from  acrimony 
in  his  opposition  to  Canning,  206 ;  his  testimonv 
in  favour  of  Canning's  political  integrity,  207'; 
his  share  in  the  negotiations  for  the  premiership, 
211 ;  home  secretai^  in  the  Wellington  adminis- 
tration, 227 ;  consulted  by  Wellington  in  the  for- 
mation of  the  new  cabmet,  227,  22S;  gradual 
advocacy  of  liberal  principles,  228;  adoption  of 
his  motion  for  inquiry  into  Uie  public  income 
and  oxjienditure,  and  the  state  of  the  metro- 
politan police,  232;  proposes  a  compromise  of 
the  bill  for  repealing  the  test  and  oorporatian 
acts,  233;  refuses  to  acquiesce  in  the  govern- 
ment's bringpng  forward  the  relief  bCU.  236 :  con- 
sents to  continue  in  office  on  Wellington  earnestly 
soUciting  him  to  do  so,  237 ;  vacates  his  seat  for 
Oxford,  ibid. ;  fails  to  be  re-elected ;  but  obtains 
the  scat  for  Westbuzy,  238 ;  speech  explanatory 
of  tho  bill  for  the  relief  of  Roman  Cath^ica,  339 ; 
solemnly  afllrms  that  his  conduct  with  respect  to 
this  question  was  regulated  by  honest  motives, 
240 ;  compels  Mr.  Brougham  to  apologise  for  his 
strong  language  against  the  Wellington  ministry, 
245, 246 ;  his  retirement  from  office,  1830. 264,  S65 ; 
his  emotion  at  the  introduction  of  the  relnnn 
bill,  March,  1831,  272 ;  his  reply  to  lord  Palmer- 
ston's  speech,  275;  refuses  to  advocate  reform 
upon  any  terms,  1832,  298;  his  declaration 
as  to  reform.  1883,  320;  speech  of,  supportiog 
government  in  the  Irish  Coercion  UUl.  8:t4 ;  Cob- 
bett's  moUon  to  have  him  dismissed  tho  privy 
council,  826 ;  his  narrative  of  his  appodntment 
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to  the  praxQianhip,  351,  352 ;  first  lord  of  the 
treasury  and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  1834, 
853;  formation  of  his  ministry,  353,  354 ;  list  of 
his  cabinet ;  his  Tarn  worth  manifesto,  854 ;  gene- 
ral principles  of  his  government,  855, 856 ;  minis- 
terial defeats,  855-857 :  supports  the  amendment 
on  the  motion  for  a  tx>naon  university  charter, 
857;  speech  of,  on  explaining  the  cause  of  his 
resignation,  357,  358 ;  acts  the  part  of  moderutor 
in  the  dispute  between  the  two  houses  364 ; 
eulogises  William  IV.,  877;  his  solicitude  as  to 
the  condition  of  the  laboiuing  dssses,  418 ;  fails 
in  forming  a  new  ministry  on  account  of  the 
Queen's  refusing  to  dismiss  the  ladies  of  the  bed- 
chamber, 420;  speaks  against  free-trade  prin- 
ciples, 438;  moves  that  the  ministiy  have  not 
the  confidence  of  the  House  of  Commons,  439 ; 
his  speech  on  the  address,  440  ;  difficiilties  of  his 
poduon,  441 ;  proclaims  the  necessity  of  the  war 
with  China,  446;  supports  Macaulay's  amend- 
ments to  the  copvrig'ht  bill,  465 ;  his  reserve  as 
to  his  policy,  and  of  the  intended  coiuve  to  be 
pursued  in  ^e  corn-law  question,  492,  493 ;  his 
opinions  on  this  question,  494,  495 ;  introduces  a 
bill  for  better  protecting  the  queen's  person, 
497 ;  his  debate  with  lom  Palmerston  as  to  his 
volicy  towards  France,  497,  498;  considers  the 
Ashburton  breaty  decisive  ox  the  boimdary  ques- 
tion, 498 ;  resolves  to  maintain  the  union  with 
Ireland,  502 ;  his  speech  on  the  state  (rf  IroUmd, 
612 ;  considers  the  prosperous  state  of  Uie  country 
a  Justification  of  his  financial  policy  of  1842,  512, 
513;  advocates  protection  to  agricidture,  513; 
his  position  reviewed,  513,  514;  his  bank  act 
passed,  514 ;  its  advantages  and  disadvantages, 
614,  515;  objects  to  lord  Ashley's  ten-hour  clause 
In  sir  J.  Graham's  bill  for  regulating  factory 
labour,  515, 516 ;  conduct  of,  in  the  sugar-duty  de- 
bate; Mr.  Disraeli's  hostiUtv  towanis,  517;  re- 
xnark#of,  on  the  Tahiti  a£Fdbr,  521 :  his  financial 
statement  for  1845, 525, 526 ;  opposition  to  his  pro- 
posals, 626 ;  again  attacked  by  Mr.  Disraeli,  527, 
628 ;  introduces  the  government  plans  for  a  grant 
to  Mavnooth  college,  528 ;  denunciations  poured 
upon  him,  528,  529 ;  his  measure  carried,  529 ; 
Tory  bitterness  towards,  530;  apprehends  a 
failure  of  the  potato  crop.  530,  631 ;  proposes  a 
modification  of  the  corn-laws,  531 ;  dissensions 
in  his  cabinet  as  to  suspending  the  corn-laws, 
632,  683 ;  he  resigns  his  premior^p,  533 ;  refViaes 
to  pledge  himself  to  support  the  repeal  of  the 
corn-laws,  533,  534 ;  his  parting  interview  with 
the  queen,  534 ;  reassumes  his  ofiice,  534,  535 ; 
the  duke  of  Wellington's  admiration  of  his 
courage,  535 ;  ministerial  explanation  of ;  deter- 
mines to  hold  his  power  unsnackled,  536 ;  again 
attacked  by  Mr.  Disraeli,  536,  537;  his  new  tariff 
and  corn-law  bill,  537,  538 ;  debate  on  his  plans, 
638  :  his  speech  in  support  of  his  measures,  538, 
539 ;  adoption  of  his  bills,  539,  610 ;  the  biU  for 
the  protection  of  life  in  Ireland,  rejected ;  vio- 
lent attack  on,  by  lord  Bentinck ;  defended  by 
Mr.  Cobden,  640, 541 ;  vindicates  his  own  conduct : 
resigns  office,  541 ;  opposed  to  limiting  the  hours 
of  factory  labour,  552. 
Peerage  bill  introduced ;  rejected,  1719,  vL  37.  38 
Pelham,  Hen^,  speaks  against  the  motion  for  re- 
pealiug  the  Septennial  act,  1734,  vL  74 ;  appointed 
first  lord  of  the  treasury,  Aug.  1743,  111,  112, 
820;  succeeds  Walpole  in  his  command  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  112 ;  turned  out  of  office  for 
48  houra;  conducte  the  financial  part  of  the 
administration,  178 ;  regnirded  the  peace  of  Aix- 
la-Chapelle  as  a  necesnty ;  his  despondency  at 
the  weakness  of  the  nation,  183 ;  proposes  the 
reduction  of  the  national  debt  interest,  184; 
death  of,  March  6,  1754,  197 ;  first  lord  of  the 
treasury  and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  1743- 
1754,  320 
Pellegrini,  Antonio,  a  ceiling  pahiter,  v.  463 
Peltier,  trial  of,  for  libellinff  Bonaparte,  1803,  vi  420, 
421 :  Mackintosh's  speech  in  defence  of,  421,  422 
Pembroke,  Thomas  Herbert,  earl  of,  roprosente 
England  at  the  conferences  at  Ryswick,  1697.  v. 
198  ^  »         . 

Pendergraas,    Bee  Portland,  earl  of,  ▼.  189 


Perm,  Richard,  governor  of  Pennsylvania;  en- 
trusted with  the  presentation  of  a  petition  to  the 
king,  1776,  vL  800;  examined  in  the  House  of 
Lortls,361 

Penny  Magadne  started,  1832 ;  lanfe  circulation  of, 
proof  of  the  increased  desire  for  Knowledge,  viiL 
311,  312 

Penny  Postage.    See  Post 

Perceval,  Spencer,  opens  the  case  for  the  crown  in 
the  trial  of  Peltier,  1803,  viL  421 ;  opposes  the 
bill  for  promoting  the  enlistment  of  Roman 
Catholics,  479;  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
1807,  vii  480;  moves  that  the  duke  of  York  is 
innocent  of  the  charge  brought  against  him,  609  ; 
premier,  1809  ;  constitution  of  his  ministry,  526; 
his  miidstry  retained  on  the  prince  of  Wales 
becoming  Biegent,  Feb.  1811, 536 ;  assassinated  in 
the  lobby  of  the  House  of  Commons  by  Belling- 
ham.  May  11,  1812,  540-541 

Perron  commands  the  Scindia's  army,  vlL  465 ;  de- 
feated by  general  Lake;  puts  himself  under 
British  protection,  456 

Persigny,  M.  de,  aids  Louis  Napoleon  in  his 
enterprise  at  Btrosbouig,  1837 ;  effects  his  escape, 
viii  376 

Perth,  duke  of.    See  Drummond,  James. 

Peter  the  Great.,  csar  of  Muscovy,  visits  England 
in  1698 ;  Evelyn's  house  is  hired  for  him ;  he  en- 
gages liimself  as  a  ship  carpenter ;  description  of, 
vl.  211 ;  career  of,  from  1698  to  1709,  345  ;  when 
his  empire  is  invaded  by  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden, 
whom  he  defeats  at  Pultowa,  July  8,  1709,  346 ; 
enters  Mecklenborv  and  threatens  Denmark, 
1716,  vi.  28 

Peterborough,  Charles  Mordaunt,  earl  of,  im- 
peached, 1689,  V.  98 ;  his  early  career,  292 ;  and 
character,  293;  he  ia  sent  on  an  expedition  to 
Spain,  i&ut ;  opposes  the  prince  of  Dunnstiidt's 
and  ue  archduke  Charles'  plan  of  besieging 
Barcelona ;  but  finally  agrees  to  it,  294  ;  quarrels 
with  the  prince  of  Darmstadt,  ibid.;  attacks 
Montjiuich;  his  men  are  repulsed,  he  rallies 
them,  and  finally  reduces  the  post;  Barcelona 
soon  after  siurrenders,  1702,  295 ;  raises  the  siege 
of  San  Mateo  ;  pursues  Las  Torres  and  his  anmr ; 
commences  operations  for  the  defence  of  Valenaa, 
296 ;  removes  the  besieging  army  imder  Arcoa 
out  of  his  path,  and  obtains  admission  into  Va- 
lencia by  a  stratagem,  1706,  297  ;  defeate  Philip's 
troops,  ibid. ;  relieves  Barcelona,  298 ;  goes  to 
Madrid;  his  gaiety  of  temper  as  shown  by  a 
letter,  t&ut.  ;  his  disgust  at  Charles ;  leaves  him  ; 
retiu^is  to  Spain,  1707 ;  recalled  by  government, 
299;  his  subsequent  occupations,  300;  receives 
the  thanks  of  parliament  for  his  services  in 
Spain,  368 

Petion,  Villeneuve,  sent  by  the  National  Assembly 
to  conduct  Louis  XVI.  bock  to  France,  1791,  vii. 
202 ;  chosen  mayor  of  Paris,  205 ;  his  conduct  in 
the  insurrection  of  June  20,  1792,  221 ;  popula- 
rity of,  222 ;  heads  a  deputation  demanding  the 
king's  deposition,  224 

Petticoat  costume,  18th  centxuy,  v.  419 

Petty,  lord  Henry.    See  Lansdowu,  lord. 

PhijpUeian  marbles,  viit  160 

Philadelphia  occupied  by  the  British,  1777,  vi. 
378. 

Philip  V.  of  Spain  succeeds  to  the  throne.  1700,  v. 
243  :  enters  Catalonia,  1706 ;  besieges  Charles  in 
Barcelona,  297 ;  Peterborough  comiiels  him  to 
raise  the  siege ;  retires  to  Madrid ;  but  is  driven 
hence  by  the  aUies,  298 ;  the  national  enthusiasm 
rises  in  his  favour,  299;  the  duke  of  Berwick 
compels  the  allies  to  evacuate  Madrid,  ibid. ; 
reseated  on  his  throne,  1707,  330  ;  he  ia  opposed 
by  Charles  and  assisted  by  Staremberg  and 
Stanhope,  1710;  is  defeated  at  Abnenara  and 
Saragossa,  366;  the  duke  of  Venddme  takes 
command  of  his  army  and  retrieves  his  cause, 
and  establishes  his  family  on  the  throne,  367; 
stipulations  granted  to,  b^  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
397  ;  the  French  invade  his  territory ;  they  com- 
p^  him  to  dismiss  his  minister^  Alberoni ; 
accedes  to  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  Jan.  1720,  vi. 
37;  succeeded  bv  Ferdinand  VI.  1746,  466 

Philippon,  general,  commands  the  French  ^}^^ 
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siege  of  Badajos,  1812;  hia  defence,  vli.  549; 
capitulates  to  the  British,  550 

Fhilupe,  sir  Thomas,  aids  in  quelling  the  Frost  in- 
surrection at  Newport,  viii.  42*J-4*J3 

Fichegru,  Charles,  defeated  by  the  diike  of  York, 
May,  1794,  vii.  811 ;  comi)els  the  British  under 
Dundas  to  abandon  Holland,  313-314 ;  suppresses 
an  insurrection  in  Paris,  April  1,  1795,  S'Jl ;  ba- 
nished France,  1797,  344  ;  implicated  in  a  conspi- 
racy against  Bonaparte,  1804  ;  he  is  found 
strangled  in  prison,  482 

Ficton,  sir  Thomas,  takes  part  in  capturing  Ciudad 
Rodrigo,  1812.  vii.  548,  550  ;  his  arrival  at  Quatre 
Bras  interferes  with  Ney's  movements,  viii. 
29  :  slain  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  June  18, 
1815,  85 

Piedmont,  annexed  to  France,  Sept  1802,  vii.  417 

Pierson,  mi^or,  defeats  the  French  under  Rulle- 
court  on  Jersey  Island,  1781  ;  killed ;  vl  419 

Pilnita,  declaration  of,  vii.  207  ;  412 

Pindarees,  war  with  the,  1817-1818,  viii  216,  217 ; 
results  in  the  breaking  up  of  the  Hahratta  con- 
federacy, which  bad  aided  the  Pindarees,  217 

Pitt    See  Chatham. 

Pitt,  William,  tmsuccessful  candidate  as  H.P.  for 
Cambridge  University;  returned  for  Appleby, 
1780 ;  first  speech  in  support  of  Burke  s  Civil 
List  Bill ;  Wilberforce's  prophecy  of,  vi.  419 ;  his 
hostile  speech  towards  the  ministry,  433,  434; 
his  motion  for  the  reform  of  Parliament  pro- 
posed, 1783,  441;  rejected,  442;  becomes  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  450;  409;  commence- 
ment of  the  party  conflict  between  Fox  and,  459  ; 
his  aivument  in  favour  of  a  commercial  treaty 
with  France,  vii  58 ;  introduces  his  second  re- 
form bill ;  it  is  rejected ;  as  also  another  bill  for 
preventing  abuses  in  public  offices,  136 ;  ap- 
pointed first  lord  of  the  treasury  and  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  Dec.  19,  1783,  139 ;  his  anxietv 
and  disinterestedness,  139,  140;  his  India  bill 
tlirown  out ;  his  struggle  against  a  majority  in 
the  Commons,  141  ;  addresses  to  the  king  for  the 
removal  of  the  Pitt  ministry ;  his  popularity ; 
and  final  triumph,  142;  general  character  of; 
re-elected  for  the  University  of  Cambridge,  143  ; 
squibs  against,  144,  145 ;  considered  a  safer 
minister  than  Fox,  145 ;  his  fiiumcial  measures, 
ibUL  ;  introduces  his  bill  for  promoting  commerce 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ;  withdrawn  ; 
his  reform  bill  is  rejected  a  third  time,  146  ;  his 
scheme  of  the  sinking  fund ;  its  futility,  147 ; 
his  speech  in  favour  of  the  commercial  treaty 
,  "With  France,  148,  149 ;  con.soiidates  the  taxes ; 
'  Burke's  tribute  of  thanks  to ;  Pitt's  increase  of 
jwpularity,  150  ;  endeavoiu^  to  restrict  the  prince 
of  Wales'  power  as  regent,  153,  154 ;  the  king's 
gratitude  to,  for  his  conduct  during  his  illness, 
154,  155  ;  his  popularity  still  further  increased, 
155  ;  hopes  for  an  improved  state  of  Franco ; 
visits  France,  1788,  156,  157  ;  his  spirited  conduct 
averts  the  war  with  Spsdn,  188 ;  his  calmness 
and  confidence  in  the  stability  of  the  British 
power,  207 ;  keeps  aloof  ft-om  the  declaration  of 

.  l*ilnitz.  207,  208  ;  displays  the  flourishing  condi- 
tion of  Great  Britain,  211  ;  his  oktquent  speech 
in  favour  of  abolishing  the  slave  trade  imme- 
diately, 212 ;  supiwrts  Fox's  libel  bill,  ibid.  ; 
attempts  made  to  bring  about  a  coalition  be- 
tween Fox  and  Pitt,  213 :  his  opinions  on  parlia- 
mentary reform.  213,  214 ;  lord  warden  of  the 
Cinque  Ports,  238 ;  his  strong  desire  to  remain 
neutral  with  Franco,  238-40 ;  his  opinion  of  the 
French  proceedings  against  Louis  XVI.,  243  ;  his 
interview  with  lord  Loughbrwough  ;  is  induced 
by  him  to  favour  a  war  policy,  245,  246  ;  his  ad- 
dross  to  the  king  on  the  execution  of  Ix>uisXVI., 
252,  253 ;  his  Indian  declaratory  bill  passed, 
1788,  257  ;  defends  his  abandonment  of  the  cause 
of  parliamentar>-  reform,  266 ;  opinions  of,  on  the 
French  war,  '267,  268  ;  meastu-es  adopted  by,  to- 
wards France,  268,  269 ;  thev  are  opposed  by 
Burke,  ibid.  ;  Fox,  269,  270 ;  Sheridan.  Grey,  and 
Erskine,  270 ;  points  out  the  difficulty  of  con- 
ducting a  noffotiation  with  the  French,  *276; 
Fox  lays  the  blame  of  the  war  miscarriages  in 
the  campaign  of  1793  upon,  283 ;  Canning  be- 


comes his  supporter,  317 ;  opposition  of  Wilber- 
forco  to  the  address,  1794,  818 ;  brings  before  the 
House  of  Commons  a  seditious  meetintns  bill, 
1795,  323  ;  tenourof  the  bill ;  disputes  with  Fox  ; 
the  bill  is  passed,  324 ;  in  consequence  of  a  heavy 
pressure  on  the  Bank  of  England  he  is  unable  to 
obtain  financial  assistance,  1797,  S3S ;  his  diffi- 
culty got  over,  SS3,  334 ;  introduces  bills  for  sup- 
pressing mutiny  in  the  navy,  1797 ;  the  mutiny 
at  the  If  ore  is  thereby  queUed,  341 ;  advocaieft 
peace  with  France,  842 ;  proposes  an  income  tax  ; 
nis  estimate  of  its  amount,  Dec.  3,  1798,  359 ; 
the  measure  passed,  300 ;  anxious  to  pruxnotA 
the  relief  of  the  Irish  Catholics,  369,  370 ;  his 
resolutions  on  the  Union  agreed  to,  371,  374  ;  en- 
deavours to  persuade  the  king  not  to  opienly 
oppose  the  Catholic  emancipation  question.  396 ; 
the  king  refusing  to  do  so.  Mr.  Pitt  resigns^ 
March  14,  1801,  399,  400 ;  the  king's  insanity  im- 
puted to  the  hasty  resignation  of,  400,  401; 
negotiations  for  his  return  to  power.  1803  ;  stipu- 
lates for  more  than  Addington  will  grant,  434 ; 
his  speech  advocating  war  with  France,  424, 
425 ;  commands  the  volunteers  at  Walmer,  42& 
429 ;  presses  for  an  administration  on  a  lHt»d 
basis ;  obtains  the  premiership  on  certain  pre- 
scribed conditions,  431 ;  his  government  oppopd 
by  the  Addington,  Grenville,  and  Fox  jparCfcs, 
435 ;  effects  a  reconciliation  with  Mr.  Addington, 
437 :  carries  the  question  of  war  against  Spain, 
488 ;  his  mortification  on  the  charges  of  corrup- 
tion being  brought  against  lord  Melville  ;  ftirtber 
increased  on  the  passing  of  the  vote  of  censure. 
439 ;  effect  of  the  news  of  Mack's  surrender  at 
Ulm  on,  445  ;  his  feelings  on  hearing  of  the  bottle 
of  Trafalgar  and  death  of  Nelson,  448 ;  Napoleon's 
triumph  at  Austerlitz  completes  the  ruin  of  bis 
health,  450 ;  last  days  of  Pitt ;  story  of  the  de- 
sertion of  his  death-bed,  451 ;  died  January  33, 
1806,  451-452  ;  public  honoiUB  conferred  ttn,  463 

Pius  VI.,  feebleness  of  his  government,  viL  328; 
buys  Napoleon  otT  from  invading  his  territories, 
327 

Pius  VII.,  compelled  to  officiate  at  Nwoleon's 
coronation,  1804,  viL  437 ;  imprisoned  at  Savona, 
535 ;  released,  568 

Plassey,  battle  of,  June  23, 1757,  vi  225,  2» 

Platiere,  R  de.    See  Roland. 

Plattsburg,  the  British  fail  to  take,  1814,  viiL  16 

Plontheim.     See  Blenheim. 

Plymouth,  not  a  great  naval  station  at  the  end  of 
the  17th  century,  v.  10 ;  its  prosperity  caiised  by 
the  erection  of  the  breakwater  by  Telford,  11 

Pocock,  sir  George,  admiral ;  reduces  Havannah 
in  conjunction  with  the  earl  of  Albemarle,  vi. 
256 

Pobind,  incorporated  with  Russia,  viii.  383 

Police,  state  of  London,  18th  century,  vii  116, 
117;  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the,  made  1816. 
1817,  viii.  64,  65 ;  the  new  Metropolitan  formed, 
1829,  232 

Poligrnac,  prince  Jules  de,  president  of  the  French 
Council,  1829,  viii.  248  ;  his  ministry  sends  out 
an  expedition  against  Algiers,  249 ;  infonns  the 
king  of  the  unsettled  state  of  the  kingdom,  250 ; 
reAises  to  recall  the  royal  ordinances ;  the  king 
is  compelled  to  dismiss  the  ministry  of,  254 

Political  Unions,  extensive  formation  of,  1832,  viiL 
2JM,  295 

Pollock,  gen.,  his  Indian  campaign,  1842,  rilL  458- 
460 

Pondicherry,  siege  of,  raised  by  the  English,  vi. 
202 ;  surrenders  to  the  English,  249 ;  vii.  129 ; 
taken  by  sir  John  Bratbwaito,  260 

Poniatowski,  prince,  heads  the  Poles  in  their  daim 
for  independence ;  leaves  Poland,  vii.  314 

Ponsouby,  G.,  proposes  several  reform  measures, 
vii.  364 ;  moves  an  amendment  in  the  address 
claiming  independence  for  Ireland,  371 ;  his  sor- 
row at  Perceval's  death,  541  ;  a  lord  of  the 
treasury,  viii.  267 

Ponte-corvo,  prince  of.  See  Charles  XIV.  of  Swe- 
den. 

Poor  Laws,  administration  of,  1816,  viii.  68,  69: 
the  poor  law  amendment  bill  broujght  in  by  lord 
Althorp,  April  17,   1834,  336 ;  the  report   of  the 


Qigitized  by  VjOOQIC 


INDEX. 


651 


poor  law  commiadonera,  8$6-S41 ;  debaUs  on, 
opposition  to,  and  paasing  of,  the  bill,  341,  S42  ; 
it  receives  the  royal  assent,  Aug.  14  ;  &nt  report 
of  the  commissioners,  342 ;  introduction  of  the 
poor  laws  into  Ireland  proposed,  1837,  876 ;  work- 
ing of  the  new  poor  law,  307.  398,  413,  414  ; 
introduction  of  the,  into  Ireland  bv  Mr.  NichoUs. 
411 

Pope,  Alexander,  essays  by,  in  the  '* Spectator" 
and  "  OuardJan,"  v.  418 ;  sketch  of  his  life,  415  ; 
and  traits  of  his  character,  410 ;  his  "  Rape  of 
the  Lock,"  421-423;  highly  remunerated  for  his 
translations  of  the  Iliad  and  Odyssey,  434;  his 
essay  on  criticism  and  attack  on  Dennis,  436  ; 
his  satire  upon  antiquaries,  437  ;  the  Dundad, 
437,  438 :  vii.  86 ;  remarks  on  the  commentators, 
public  schools,  v.  439 ;  the  universities  and  the 
traveller,  440 ;  entomologists  and  florists,  441  * 
condemns  Vanbrugh's  architecture,  456 ;  his  libel 
on  lord  Hervey,  vi.  67 ;  died  1744,  vii.  86 

Popham,  sir  Home,  captures  Buenoa  Ayres,  vii. 
473,  474 

Port    See  Wine. 

Porteous,  John,  captain  of  the  Edinburgh  city 
guard  ;  fires  on  a  mob,  killing  several  persons ; 
convicted  of  murder ;  sentenced  to  death ;  re- 
prieved, vi.  81 ;  murdered  by  the  mob,  82 

Porteous  riots.    See  Scotland,  vi.  79-84 

Porter,  George,  his  share  in  the  assassination  plot, 
1696,  V.  188,  190;  gives  evidence  against  Fen- 
wick,  196 

Portland,  William  Bentinck,  earl  of;  example  of 
his  integrity,  v.  178  ;  accompanies  William  to  the 
siege  of  Namiu*,  1695,  179;  summons  BoufSers 
to  surrender  the  place,  180 ;  William  orders  a 
grant  of  an  estate  to  him,  which  is  recalled,  on 
the  Commons  showing  it  to  be  miconsUtutional, 
185;  is  informed  of  the  assassination  plot  by 
Fisher,  Pondergrass,  189 ;  and  De  la  Rue,  190 ; 
arranges  with  marshal  BouflSers  the  preUmin- 
aries  of  the  peace  of  Ryswick,  1697,  198 ;  is  sent 
on  a  mission  to  France  by  William,  169S.  207 ; 
description  of  his  entrfe  and  private  audience, 
208,  209  ;  his  reception  by  Louis  and  the  French 
court,  208 ;  correspondence  of,  in  connection 
with  the  first  Piutition  Treaty,  227;  signed  by 
him  as  commissioner,  Oct.  11,  229  ;  jealousy  of, 
towards  Albemarle  ;  he  retires  from  court  and 
gives  up  aU  his  offices;  but  is  persuaded  by 
William  to  continue  the  negotiations  for  the 
second  Partition  Treaty,  236 ;  he  is  impeached 
by  the  Commons  for  his  concern  in  the  Partition 
lYeaties,  246 ;  attends  William  on  his  death  bed, 
254 

Portland,  duke  of,  appointed  viceroy  of  Ireland, 
1782,  vi.  446;  first  lord  of  the  treasurv,  1788, 
vii.  135 ;  576  ;  supoorts  the  Alien  bill.  244  ;  op- 
ptises  lord  Lougnborough  bcincr  chancellor ; 
after  considerable  hesitation  gives  ms  adherence 
to  the  war  party,  244,  245 ;  appointed  third 
secretary  of  state,  1794,  316 ;  roqtiested  to  aid  the 
bribery  for  accomplishing  the  Irish  Union,  372, 
.'{73 :  nominal  head  of  the  administration,  1807  ; 
resigns  the  premiership,  1809 ;  died  October  29, 
18U9,  480 ;  home  socrotary  of  state,  1794-1801, 
576,  577 

Portmore,  lord,  governor  of  Gibraltar ;  hastens  to 
defend  it  in  his  80th  year,  vi.  56 

Porto  Bello  taken  by  admiral  Vernon,  vi.  97,  98 

Porto  Carrero,  cardinal,  his  practisings  on  Charles 
1 1,  of  Spain,  to  induce  him  to  give  the  Spanish 
inheritance  to  France,  v.  242  ;  his  purpose  ac- 
complished ;  chief  of  the  Spanish  council,  243 

Portugal,  prince  regent  of.  See  John  of  Por- 
tugaL 

Post,  insecurity  and  tardiness  of  the,  18th  century, 
vlL  92,  93 ;  introduction  of  mail  coaches,  1784, 
93  ;  rapid  increase  and  celerity  of  communication 
by,  viii  389,  390 ;  insufficiency  of  postal  accom- 
modation, 390 ;  public  opinion  on  Rowland  Hill's 
penny  ix>stage  plan,  424, 425  ;  the  system  is  tried, 
found  successful,  and  finally  adopted,  425,  426  ; 
variety  of  stamps  in  use,  426 

Pottinger,  sir  Henry,  the  British  plenipotentiary  at 
Canton ;  his  proceedings  as  such,  viiL  448 ;  con- 
cludes tho  treaty  of  Nanking,  449 


Pounds,  John,  his  benevolent  career;  died  1839, 
viii.  899 

Power  loom,  invented  by  Dr.  Cartwright,  vii.  54 

Pragmatic  Sanction  published  by  Chai-les  VI.  April 
17,  1713,  v.  889 

Prague,  peace  of,  May  30. 1635,  v.  386 ;  taken  by  the 
elector  of  Bavaria,  Nov.  25,  1741,  vL  167  ;  be- 
sieged by  Frederick  of  Prussia,  1758,  imavaU- 
in^y,  228,  229 

Pratt,  sir  C.    See  Camden,  Lord. 

Presburg,  peace  of,  signed,  Dec.  20,  1805,  vii. 
446-448 

Press,  the.    See  Newspapers. 

Preston,  lord,  plots  against  William ;  tried ;  and 
convicted,  v.  125 ;  implicates  several  eminent 
persons  with  being  concerned  in  the  plot.  126 

Preston,  captain,  tried  for  abetting  the  murder  of  a 
mulatto ;  defended  by  John  Acuuns ;  found  *  not 
guilty,*  vi.  318 

Preston-Pans,  battle  of,  Sept.  1745,  vi  129-181 

Prevost,  sir  George,  governor  in  chief  of  the  British 
Nortii  American  provinces,  viiL  8 ;  his  failure  in 
an  attack  on  Plattsburg;  outcry  raised  against 
him  ;  resigns  ;  demands  a  court  martial,  but  dies 
before  it  commences,  viii.  16 

Priestley,  Dr.  Joseph,  accused  of  being  opposed  to 
the  church  of  England,  vii.  195 ;  becomes  a  Uni- 
tarian minister  at  Birmingham,  1780,  ibid. ;  his 
character,  195, 196 ;  his  "  Familiar  Letters  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  Birmingham,"  published,  1791 ; 
the  riots  of  1791  ;  the  rioters  bum  his  chapel, 
house,  and  books,  and  compel  him  to  flee  tho 
town,  196 

Prior.  Matthew,  accompanies  St  John,  viscount 
Bolingbit)ke,  on  his  embassy  to  France,  1712, 
V.  396;  excluded  from  tho  act  of  grace,  1717, 
vi.  30 

Prisons.    See  Gaols. 

Pritchard,  British  consul  at  Tahiti;  the  French 
outrage  on  that  island  compels  him  to  quit  it, 
via.  521 

Privateering,  prevalence  of,  1781 ;  abolition  of, 
recommended,  1856,  vi.  420,  421 

Prohibitory  bill  passed,  vi.  362 

Prome  occupied  by  the  British,  April  1825,  viii.  220. 

Property  qualification  bill,  passed  1711,  v.  370,  371. 

Provera  marches  to  relieve  Mantua  ;  siurenders 
himself  and  army  to  Bonaparte,  Jan.  16,  1797, 
vii  343 

Public  health,  state  of  the,  more  especially  that  of 
the  laboiudng  classes,  viii.  391,  392  ;  causes  of  the 
bad,  392,  893 ;  arrangements  for  bettering  the, 
393,  894  ;  general  and  local  boards  of  health  estab- 
lished ;  public  health  act  passed,  561 

Pulteney,  William,  opposes  Walpole ;  his  name 
struck  off"  the  Privy  Council  list,  vi.  66  ;  his  spitef^il 
quarrel  with  Walpole ;  and  duel  with  lord  Hervey ; 
opposes  the  bill  for  proposinff  standing  armies, 
67 ;  and  the  resolution  to  pubUsh  the  parliamen- 
tary debates,  68  ;  shows  the  fallacy  of  the  argu- 
ments in  fovour  of  reimposing  the  duty  on  salt. 
ibid. ;  aigues  that  it  is  a  step  towards  a  general 
excise,  69 ;  favours  the  motion  for  repeahng  the 
Septennial  act,  74 ;  opposes  the  Gin  act^  1736,  • 
78  ;  created  earl  of  Bath,  104 

Pultowa,  invested  by  the  Swedish,  v.  345,  346; 
battle  of,  July  8,  1709,  346 

Purchase,  George,  charged  with  high  treason  for 
taking  part  in  a  riot,  1710,  v.  355-  tried,  con- 
victed, pardoned,  356;  his  share  in  the  riot, 
357,358 

Putnam,  Israel,  a  farmer  and  tavern-keeper :  heads 
his  neighbours  in  the  revolution  ;  becomes  a 
general,  vi.  354  ;  commands  the  Americans  at  the 
batUe  of  Brooklyn,  1776,  370 

Pyrenees,  treaty  of  the,  Nov.  7, 1059,  v.  887  ;  battles 
of  the,  1818  ;  vii.  522, 523 ;  view  from  the,  at  sun- 
rise, described,  565 


Quadruple  alliance  signed  Aug.  2, 1718 ;  joined  by 
the  duke  of  Savoy  and  Spain,  v.  389 

Quakers  exempted  from  the  Toleration  act  on  cer- 
tain terms,  v.  74 ;  bill  for  tho  relief  of,  passed, 
1722,  vi  47  ;  endeavour  to  obtain  the  abolition  of 
the  slave  trade,  vii.  466 
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Quarterly  Review  stftrted,  1809,  In  oppositioD  to  ^e 
Edinburgh  Review;  its  editor,  partiaane,  and 
criticism,  viU.  127,  128 

Qucliec.  See  Wolfe,  vi.  237,  288 ;  capitulates  to  the 
English,  Sept  18,  1759,  239  ;  besieged  by  the 
Americans,  1700,  240;  blockaded  by  than, 
1775,  362 

Queensberry,  duke  of,  character  and  amusements  of 
the,  viL  102,  103 

Queensbuiy,  James  Douglas,  duke  of,  high  commlH- 
sionor  to  queen  Anne ;  quells  the  riots  made  in 
opposition  to  the  union,  1706,  v.  3*24 ;  ho  is  threa- 
tened with  assassination,  ibid. ;  Induces  Ker  to 
try  to  thwart  the  Cameronion  schemes,  325 ; 
he  is  advised  of  the  proceedings  c€  the  Jacobite 
plotters  by  John  Ker,  334 

Queenoy,  surrendened  to  Onnond  and  Eugene,  July 
4,  1712,  V.  392:  taken  by  the  Austriana,  1793, 
vii  282 

Quiberon  Bay.    See  Hawke,  vl  239,  240 

Quiberon,  the  British  expedition  to,  1795,  viL  320 


RxneTADT,  peace  of,  Mar.  6,  1714,  v.  389  ;  congress 

at,  1797-1799,  vii.  381,  382 ;  413 
Raebum,  his  portrait  painting,  viiL  152 
Raffles,  sir  Stamford,  lieutenant-governor  of  Java, 

viii.  214 ;   established  a  factoiy  in   Singapore, 

1810.  218 
Ragged  schools.    See  Education,  viii.  399 
Ragusa,  duke  of.    See  Marmont 
Raikes,  Robert,  ordered  to  attend  the  bar  of  the 

House  of  Commons   for  printing  the  debates, 

1729,  vi.  67  ;  Sunday  schools  originated  by,  1781, 

vii.  120 ;  changes  in  English  society  noticed  by, 

viii.  401,  402 
Rajah  of  Nagpoor.    See  Bhoonsla. 
Rajah  Sahib,  his  contests  with  CUve ;  put  to  death 

by  the  Mohrattas.  vi.  204,  205 
Ramilics,  battie  of.  May  23,  1706,  v.  308,  309 
Ranelagh  gardens,  its  company  and  amusements, 

vii  96,97 
Rangoon,  taken  by  the  British,  1823 ;  defended  by 

sir  A.  Campbell,  viiL  219 
Rawdon,  lord.    See  Moira. 
Rebecca  riots.    Sec  Riots. 
Rebellion  of  1716.     See  Scotland,  vi.  6-22 
Rebellion  of  1745.     See  Scotland,  vi.  121-176 
Reciprocity  of  Duties  bill  passed    July  4,    1823, 

Re-coinage  biU  passed,  1695,  v.  184,  185 

Recognition  act  passed,  1690,  v.  104 

Reform,  Irish  church.     See  Church,  viii.  326,  327 ; 

343,  344;  857 
Reform,  law.    See  Brougham,  viii.  231,  232 
Reform,  parliamentary.     See  Parliamentary  Re- 
form 
Regency  bill  passed,  v.  306 ;   differences  between 

George  III.  and  his  ministers  on  the,  1765 ;  a 

regency  bill   passed,  vi   276  ;   another  passed, 

1788,  for  appomting  the  prince  of  Wales  r^out, 

vii.  154 
«  Registration  bill  passed  1836,  viii.  371,  372 
Remonstrance  of  London,  1770,  vi.  314,  315;  of  the 

Massachusetts  state  against  war  with  Britain, 

1812,  viii.  5,  7,  8 
Rennie,  John,  aids  in  draining  the  Lincolnshire 

fens,  vii.  15;  his  earlv  career;  and  engineering 

works  of  Waterloo  bridge,  and  at  the  Doclcs,  viii. 

147,  148 
Resumption  bill  passed,  1699,  v.  234,  235 
Revenue  act,  opposition  to  the,  by  the  Americans, 

1768,  vi.  807 
Revolution  in  Scotland.    See  Scotland,  v.  86-90 
Revolution,   French;  vii.   156-1&5;   188,   189;  191- 

193;   199-210;   214,215;    217-243;  250-253;  260; 

271-396;  298;  306-311;  820-323;  825-334;  342-344; 

846-353;  879-385;  387-389;  392-396;  405;  407-411 
Revolution,  French,  of  1830.    See  Charles  X,  viii. 

250-256 
Revolution,  French,  narrative  of  the,  of  1848,  viii. 

555-558;  660-561 
Refolds,  sir  Joshua,  a  leading  portrait  painter, 

m  67 ;  first  president  of  the  royal  academy ; 

knighted,  70 ;  contributes  to  the  royal  academy's 

first  exhibition,  71 ;  critique  on  his  works ;  tne 


true  founder  of  the  English  school  of  painting, 
73 ;  died  in  1792,  viii.  151 

Ricci,  Lorenso,  chief  of  the  Jesuits ;  oppoaea  the 
suppression  of  the  company,  vL  327 

Ricci,  Sebastian,  a  ceiling  pointer,  v.  463 

Ricci,  Marco,  a  ceiling  painter,  v.  463 

Richardson,  Samuel,  his  novel  of  "Pamela"  pub- 
lished 1740,  1741 ;  its  extraordinary  popularity, 
vii.  87,  88;  his  "Clarissa "appears  1748;  and  "Sir 
C.  Grandisou  "  in  1751,  88 

Richelieii.  duke  de,  advises  that  a  battery  bo 
directed  on  the  duke  of  Ciimberland's  column, 
at  Fontenoy,  1745,  which  is  foroed  to  retreat,  vi. 
114 ;  drives  the  duke  of  Ciunberland  out  of 
Hanover,  1757  ;  convention  of  Cloeter  Seven,  229 

Richmond,  duke  of,  secretary  of  state,  1766,  vL 
321 ;  moves  for  Penn's  examination,  361 ;  for  an 
address  to  the  king  on  the  state  of  the  nation, 
1778,  388  ;  proposes  a  bill  for  extending  the  right 
of  vote,  and  other  parliamentary  reforms,  407 

Right  of  search,  disputes  between  England  and 
America  on  the,  vii.  544 ;  viU.  4 

Rights,  bill  of.  passed  1689,  v.  97 

Riot  act  passed  1715,  vi.  6 

Riots,  the  Porteoiia,  of  Edinburgh,  1736,  vi  78,  79 ; 
the  Wilkite,  London,  1768,  290,  291 ;  and  1771, 
818 ;  the  Gordon,  1780,  406-410  ;  the  Birmingham, 
1791,  vU.  196-198  ;  in  London,  1795,  323 ;  through- 
out the  country,  1800-1801,  391,  i  92 ;  on  the  occa- 
sion of  Burdett's  committal  to  the  tower,  1810, 
528  ;  in  1812,  543  ;  in  1810,  viii  59-61 ;  the  reform, 
in  the  city,  1816,  77,  78:  at  Queen  Caroline's 
funeral  procession,  1820,  174  ;  in  1826.  200 :  the 
Bristol.  1831,  287-290;  raised  by  John  Thorn 
amongst  the  Canterbury  fanatics,  411-417;  the 
Chartist,  of  1839,  422  ;  the  Frost  insurrection  at 
Newport,  422,  423 ;  rioting  in  1842,  499;  the  Re- 
becca riots  in  Wales,  505,  506 

Ripon.    See  Goderich. 

Ripperda,  duke  de,  sent  on  a  secret  mission  to 
Viuuna,  to  negotiate  a  treaty,  vi  54 ;  disgraced ; 
sent  to  prison  ;  reveals  the  secret  articles  of  the 
ti'caty  of  Vienna,  55 

RivoU,  batUc  of,  Jan.  14,  1797,  vii.  342,  343 

Robertson,  a  smuggler,  condemned  to  death  for 
robbing  an  excise  collector,  but  escapes,  vi  80 

Robespierre,  Augustin,  commissioned  by  the  French 
convention  to  punish  the  Touloneso,  vii  291 ; 
death  scene  of,  July,  1794.  310 

Robespierre,  M.  S.,  leader  of  the  Jacobins ;  mover 
of  the  self-denying  ordinance  of  the  national  as- 
sembly, vii.  205 ;  Us  hatred  of  Marat,  277  ;  rouses 
the  mob  against  the  Girondins,  277,  278 ;  main- 
tains the  system  of  terror,  308 ;  officiates  at  the 
festival  of  the  Supreme  Being,  309 ;  his  speech  in 
the  hall  of  the  Convention,  ibid. ;  his  arrest ;  at- 
tempts to  commit  suicide ;  is  guillotined,  July 
28,  1794,  310 ;  uncertainty_as  to  what  was  his  real 
character,  ibid. 

Robinson,  F.  J.     See  Goderich. 

Rochambeau,  comte  de,  commands  the  French 
armament  sent  to  reinforce  the  Americans,  1780, 
vi  413  ;  present  at  Comwallis's  surrender,  428 ; 
a  commander  m  the  French  army  sent  against 
Austria,  1792,  vii.  219 

Rochefort,  failure  of  the  British  expedition 
against,  1757.  vi  229 

Rochejaquolein,  Henri  de  la,  a  Vendean  leader,  vii 
294  ;  obtains  the  chief  command  of  their  army, 
295;  death  of,  1793,296 
Rochester,  earl  of,  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  v. 
244,  259  ;  supports  the  motion  for  inviting  Sophia 
of  Hanover  to  England.  306 
Rockingham,  Charles  Wentworth,  marquess  of, 
named  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  1765,  vi.  278, 
821 ;  difficulty  of  his  position  arising  firom  the 
distiu-bonces  in  America,  ibid.  ;  weakness  of  his 
administration,  284 ;  again  becomes  first  lord  of 
the  treasury,  1782  ;  the  king's  aversion  to ;  com- 
position of  his  ministry,  486,  469;  notices  the 
power  of  revenue  officers  at  elections,  441 ;  died, 
July  1,  1782,  450;  his  success  as  a  cultivator, 
vii  27 
Rodney,  admiral  sir  George,  destroys  the  gunboats 
in  Havre,  vi  286;  commands  the  fleet  sent 
against  Martinique,  265;   his  victory  over  the 
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Spaniard!  off  Cape  8t  Vincent,  Jan.  16,  1780, 
410 ;  captures  8t  Buatatiua,  Feb.  1781,  420 ;  de- 
fends ms  conduct  against  certain  charges,  421 ; 
arriTes  at  the  Barbadoes,  Fob.  19, 1782  ;  effects  a 
junction  with  Hood's  squadron,  486 ;  chases  De 
Orasse ;  gives  him  a  signal  defeat,  April  12 ;  first 
employs  the  manoouvre  of  "breaking  the  Une," 
437 ;  question  whether  he  was  enmled  to  the 
merit  of  the]  idea,  discussed,  488 ;  capture  of  the 
ViUe  de  Paris,  ibid. ;  and  other  French  vessels,  4S<» 

Roebuck,  Dr..  originator  of  modem  improvements 
in  manufacturing  iron,  and  founder  of  the  Oairon 
Iron  works,  vii.  55,  56 ;  becomes  embarrassed, 
57 ;  refuses  to  allow  Boulton  a  share  in  Watt's 
patent,  61 ;  ultimately  agrees  to  sell  his  share  to 
Boulton,  62 

Rogers,  Samuel,  his  "  Jacqueline  "  published,  1814, 
and  "Italy,  "  1822,  vili.  121 

Rohillawar,  1774,  viL  124, 125 

Roland,  appointed  minister  of  the  interior,  1702, 
vii.  218 :  his  wife ;  her  enthusiastic  republicanism, 
ibid. ;  his  dismissal,  220 ;  resumes  office,  226 ; 
execution  of  his  wife,  1793,  298 

Roli^a,  battle  of,  Aug.  17,  1808,  vU.  502 

Romans,  evidence  of  British  iron  manufacturing, 
tin  and  lead  mining  by  the,  v.  12,  13 

Rome,  occupied  and  spoliated  by  the  French,  1798, 
vii.  351 ;  annexed  to  France,  1811,  535 

Romilly,  sir  Samuel,  present  at  a  dinner  with 
Wilkes  and  Mirabeau ;  Wilkes  defends  the  sever- 
ity of  the  criminal  law,  vU.  116  ;  r^oicos  at  the 
occurrence  of  the  French  revolution,  183,  184  ; 
remarks  of,  on  the  September  massacres,  1792, 
231 ;  describes  the  various  parties  in  1794,  303  ; 
remarks  on  the  bread  riots,  1800,  1801,  891 ;  de- 
scription of  French  deapotlHm,  1802,  417 ;  praises 
Pittas  speech,  1808,  424 ;  solicitor-genera(  463 ; 
up  the  evidence  for  Melville's  impeaclunent, 
,  464  ;  engaged  in  the  inquiry  into  the  prin- 
wBj'of  Wales^  conduct,  465 ;  ekiqiient  speech  on 
the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  478 ;  remark  of, 
on  Mrs.  Clarke's  interference  in  military  promo- 
tions, 500 ;  his  eulogy  on  Mr.  Perceval.  541 ;  his 
remarks  on  Brougham's  speech  against  the 
regent,  viii.  54;  one  of  the  leaders  in  bringing 
about  an  amelioration  of  the  nation's  social  con- 
dition, 62  ;  his  efforts  in  roforminsr  the  criminal 
laws  lead  to  the  abolition  of  capital  punishment 
for  several  oases  or  kinds  of  thefts,  63,  64 ;  ro- 
tumed  M.P.  for  Westminster ;  the  death  of  his 
wife  a  proximate  cause  of  his  auicide,  Nov.  2, 
1818,  98 

Rooke,  air  George,  present  at  the  battle  of  La 
Hogue.  V.  149 ;  drives  Tourville  out  of  his  shelter 
m  tne  bav  of  La  Hosue,  destroying  nearly  all  the 
French  ships,  150;  defeated  at  the  battle  of  St 
Vincent,  and  loses  a  large  number  of  merchant 
ships  he  was  convoying,  166;  commands  the 
armament  against  Denmark,  whose  navy  he 
drives  to  the  walls  of  Copenhagen,  1699,  237; 
commands  the  fleet  sent  against  Cadiz,  1702.  261 ; 
fails  in  taking  it,  but  captures  some  Spanish  gal- 
leons, ibul. ;  commands  the  expeditionary  nee- 
against  Catalonia,  1704,  290;  lands  at  Barcet 
ona,  but  re-embarks,  and  effects  a  junction  with 
sir  U.  Shovel ;  the  two  admirals,  with  the  prince 
of  Darmstadt,  attack  and  capture  the  rock  of 
Gibraltar,  Aug.  2,  291 ;  fights  a  drawn  batUo  with 
the  French  fleet,  off  Malaieia,  ibid. 

Bosbach,  battle  of,  Nov.  5,  1757,  vi.  231 

Rose,  George,  secreiary  of  the  treasury  ;  does  not 
acquiesce  in  Pitt's  biU  for  reform,  vii.  146,  147 ; 
account  of  the  national  assembly's  conduct  by. 
1791,  201 :  urges  Pitt  to  include  Fox  and  Granville 
and  their  firlends  in  his  administration,  431  ;  his 
account  of  Pitt's  last'  illness,  461 ;  introduces  a 
bill  for  regulatingsavings'  banks,  1816,  viii.  70 

Rosen,  supCTsedes  Hamilton  as  commander  of  the 
forces  besieging  Londonderry,  v.  84 ;  his  inhuman 
conduct,  ib%d. ;  he  fidls  in  taking  the  place ;  raises 
the  siege,  Aug.  1, 1689,  86 

Ross,  gen.,  himself  and  adm.  Cockbum  incite  the 
slaves  of  America  to  robellion,  1814,  viii.  14; 
defeats  the  Americans  and  bums  several  build- 
ings in  Washington,  14, 15 ;  mortally  wounded  in 
hatOe,  Sep.  11, 1814, 16 


R«ub{liac,  L.  P.,  his  sculptures,  v.  460 

Royal  Society  incorporated  by  chiurter  in  1662, 
V.  62 

Rubens,  his  paintings;  employed  by  Charles  I., 
V.  463 

RuUeoourt,  baron  de.    See  Pierson,  nu^or. 

Rush,  Richard,  the  United  States  plenipotentiary 
in  London ;  his  description  of  queen  Charlotte, 
viii.  98,  99 ;  his  despatch  to  Monro  on  Canning's 
letter  to  himself,  186  ;  his  discussions  with  Lon- 
donderry and  Canning,  187, 188 

Russell,  admiral  Edward,  allows  himself  to  bo 
tampered  with  by  James  II.,  but  is  disgusted  at 
that  kind's  declaration,  v.  148;  conunands  the 
English  fleet  at  the  naval  victory  of  Ia  fiosue, 
149;  removed  from  the  command  of  the  fleet, 
1693,  161;  restored  again  shortly  after,  169; 
appointed  to  look  after  Tourville  in  16M,  171 ; 
implicated  by  Fenwick  with  having  held  trea- 
sonous correspondence  with  James  II.,  197; 
created  earl  of  Orford,  1697,  198 ;  impeached  for 
his  ooncem  in  the  Partition  IVeaties,  246,  247 ; 
struck  off  the  privy  council  list  on  Anne's  suc- 
cession, 259 

Russell,  lord.    See  Bedford. 

Russell,  lord  John,  takes  up  the  cause  of  parliamen- 
tary reform,  1819 ;  obtains  the  disfranchisement 
of  Orampound,  viii.  102 ;  proposes  a  partial  repeal 
of  the  corporation  and  test  acts,  so  as  to  atunit 
dissenters  to  public  offices ;  his  measure  adopted 
in  a  compromised  form,  282,  233 ;  paymaster  of 
the  foroes,  267  ;  the  government  reform  bill  intro- 
duced by  him ;  his  speech  explanatory  of  its 
piurpose,  1831,  271.  272 ;  moves  the  second  reading 
of  tne  biU,  275 ;  it  having  been  thrown  out  ho 
again  brings  it  forward  in  the  new  parliament, 
278 ;  carries  it  in  the  House  of  Lords,  280,  281 ; 
re-introduces  it  into  the  commons,  Dec.  IS^  1831, 
298 ;  his  resolution  on  the  surplus  funds  of  tiie 
Irish  chureh,  1835,  357 ;  its  adoption  by  the  com- 
mons leads  to  the  resignation  of  the  Peel  ministiy, 
357 ;  his  municipal  corporation  reform  bill,  360 
ee  M}.  ;  his  measure  for  commuting  tithes,  368, 
369 ;  brings  forward  biUs  for  a  general  registra- 
tion, and  for  regulating  the  marriage  of  dls- 
aenters,  371 ;  his  oills  for  introducing  poor  law 
into  Ireland,  and  amending  the  criminal  law,  1836, 
876  ;  eulogises  William  IV..  377 ;  home  secretary, 
881 ;  government  adopts  his  resolutions  condem- 
natorv  of  the  conduct  of  the  fin>M^^tft»  legislature, 
406 ;  his  bill  for  inquiring  into  and  redrMsing  the 
Canadian  grieyances,  407 ;  grants  the  release  of 
Thorn,  412,  413 ;  condemned  for  his  leniency  to- 
wards Frost,  422 ;  proposes  a  fixed  duty  on  the 
importation  of  com,  436, 437 ;  advocates  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  free  trade  in  com,  438,  489 ;  his  speech 
on  the  address,  440;  his  letter  to  the  city  of 
London  electors  advocating  a  repeal  of  the  corn- 
laws,  531,  532;  the  premiership  offered  him  by 
the  queen,  538  ;  which  ho  accepts  ;  but  is  unable 
to  form  a  government,  534 ;  first  lord  of  the  trea- 
sury, July,  1846,  541 ;  his  financial  statement ; 
ai^vehends  a  larfge  expenditure ;  his  plans  for 
.  meeting  it,  554.  555 

Ryder,  Richard,  his  bill  for  punishing  stocking  or 
lace  frame  destroyers  passed,  1812,  vii.  548 ;  home 
secretary,  1809- 1812,  5i7 

Rysbrack,  J.  M.,  his  sculptures,  v.  460 

Ryswick.  treaty  of,  concluded.  Sept  22,  1697,  v. 
198,  199,  888 

Ryland,  his  house  burnt  down  by  the  Birmingham 
rioters,  1791,  vU.  197 


Saoheverel,  Dr.,  enraged  at  Defoe  for  his  pamphlet 
on  the  dissenters,  v.  264 ;  preaches  before  the 
lord  mayor,  Nov.  5,  1709,  347 ;  he  is  ordered  to 
attend  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
is  impeached,  348 :  proceedings  of  parliament 
against,  850 ;  the  arados  of  impeachment,  350- 
354 ;  popular  manifestations  in  favour  of,  353 ; 
the  parliament  sentences  him  to  three  years'  sus- 
pension from  preaching,  and  his  sermons  to  be 
Dumt,  354 ;  this  lenient  sentence  is  celebrated  on 
a  triumph  by  the  high  church  party,  355 ;  his 
ovation  and  progress  Uirough  the  country,  859 ; 
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chAracteristic  description  of  him,  as  given  by  the 
duchess  of  Marlborough,  359,  368 ;  preaches  before 
the  Commons  on  the  thanksgiving  day  for  peace, 
July,  7,  1713,  398 

Safety  Lamp.    Bee  Davy  ;  Stephenson. 

St.  Aubyn,  sir  John,  remonstrates  against  the 
king's  preferring  Hanoverian  to  EInglish  inte- 
rests, vi.  109 

St.  Christopher's  given  to  Great  Britain.  1714,  ▼. 
397 ;  Uken  by  the  FVench,  1762,  vi.  434,  43tJ ;  re- 
stored to  Britain,  1783,  458 

St  Domingo,  French  expedition  to;  resistance 
opposed  by  Toussaint,  vii  418,  419 

St  Eustatiiis,  capture  of,  by  Rodney,  1781 ;  the 
king  surrenders  his  interest  in  it  to  the  army 
and  navy,  vi.  420  ;  retaken  by  the  French,  434 

St  Germain,  count  de,  French  secretary  at  war  ; 
his  interview  with  Steuben,  vi.  376 

St.  Jean  d'Acre,  bombardment  and  capture  of, 
1840,  viii  435 

St  John,  viscount  Bolingbroke ;  he  is  taken  into 
]f arlboroufi^h's  confidence,  v.  275 ;  resigns  his 
place  in  toe  ministry,  1707,  338  ;  his  connection 
with  Swift  and  the  party  press,  370 ;  envies 
Harley  for  being  stabbed;  insinuates  that  the 
blow  was  intended  for  himself ;  has  a  misunder- 
standing with  Harley  on  this  point  of  honour. 
373 ;  congratulates  Harlboreugh  on  his  successes, 
1714,  376:  secretly  negotiates  with  France  for 
peace,  377  ;  his  letter  to  Ormond,  392  ; 
double-dealing  of,  393 ;  created  viscount  Bo- 
lingbroke, 1712,  but  is  dissatisfied  at  not 
having  received  an  earldom ;  is  dispatched  on  an 
embody  to  the  French  court;  he  secures  the 
interest  of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  396;  obtains 
private  interviews  with  the  chevalier  St.  George, 
tbid. ;  Louis  XIV.  presents  him  with  a  ring4000^ 
in  value,  ibui. ;  urges  the  chevalier  to  turn 
Protestant ;  introduces  his  Schism  bill,  399 ; 
quarrels  with  Oxford,  and  gains  the  mastery  over 
him,  obtaining  the  supremacy  in  the  ministry, 
400;  is  disappointed  at  George  I.  being  pro- 
claimed king,  vL  2  ;  loses  his  secretary  of  state- 
ship,  4 ;  escapes  to  France ;  becomes  the  Pre- 
tender's secretary  of  state;  is  impeached  by 
Walpole,  June  9,  5 ;  meets  the  Pretender  at  Paris, 
23 :  is  dismissed  from  his  service,  24  ;  obtains 
leave  to  return  to  England  ;  obtains  an  interview 
with  his  sovereign,  1727,  56;  actively  opposes 
Walpole,  1734,  73;  his  character  described  by 
Walpole,  74-76 ;  he  quits  England.  76 

St  Julien,  admirnl,  his  contest  with  the  British  at 
Toulon,  1798.  vii.  2m,  287 

St.  Just,  cruelty  of,  vii  309 ;  decreed  and  led  to  the 
guillotine,  1794,  810 

St  Lucia  taken  by  the  British,  1762,  vi.  255; 
again,  1778,  392  ;  ceded  to  the  French,  1783,  458 

St.  Pancras  church,  solecism  and  uuadaptability  of 
its  design,  viii.  140, 141 ;  designed  by  the  Inwoods  ; 
its  cost,  146 
St.  Paul's  cathedral,  opening  of,  Dec.  2,  1697,  v. 
200 ;  plan  of.  201 ;  proposals  to  repair  the  old 
edifice  ;  it  is  burnt  down,  1666,  449 ;  Wren's  first 
design  for  a  new  cathedral,  450,  451 ;  first  stone 
laid,  1675  ;  the  last,  1710,  451  ;  criticism  on, 
452 
St  Petersburg  foimded  by  Peter  the  Great,  1703,  v. 

345 
St   Philip,   Byng  neglects    to  try   the  relief   ot; 
vi.  213 ;  it  surrenders  to  French  arms,  Jimo  27, 
1750,  214 
Saint    Ruth,  commander-in-chief  of   James    IL*s 
Irish  army,  v.  127 ;  defeated  by  the  English  under 
Gmkell  at  iVghrim,  July  12,  1691,  ibid. 
St.  Sebastian  captured  by  the  French,  1719,  vL  37 ; 
taken  by  the  liritish  under  general  Grahtmi,  1813, 
vii.  566 
St  Vincent  taken  by  the  British,  1762,  vi.  255 ;  re- 
gained 1783,  458 
St.  Vincent,  batUc  of,  Feb.  14, 1797,  vii.  336,  337 
St  Vincent,  earl.   See  Jervis. 
Salamanca,  or  Arapiles,  battle  of,  July  22, 1812,  viL 

558,554 
Sale,  sir  Robert,  general,  leaves  Cabul,  viii,  454 ; 
harassed  by  the  enemy,  455  ;   takes  Jellalabod, 
458 ;  his  heroic  defence  of  the  place,  458,  €(  9eq. ; 


marches  to  the  relief  of  Cabul,  460 ;   mortally 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Feroseshah,  1845,  544 

Salt,  first  bed  of  rock  salt  discovered  in  Cheshire  in 
1670,  ▼.  22  ;  heavy  duties  levied  upon  ;  abolished 
in  1823,  ibid. ;  consumption  o^  in  1839,  23  ;  duty 
on,  revived  1782,  vi.  68  ;  which  hat  Uie  effect  of 
preventing  the  use  of  the  refuse  san  as  manure, 
vii.  27 

Bancroft,  William,  archbishop ;  refuses  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  William  III..  ▼.  70  ;  absent 
at  the  coronation  of  William  III.,  78 ;  deprived  of 
his  archbishopric,  1691,  124 

Sanderson,  sir  Thomas,  raises  a  war-cry  against 
Siiain,  1739,  vL  94,  95 

San  Domingo,  trade  of,  1789;  slave  revolt  in,  1791, 
vii.  260 

Sandwich,  lord,  sent  to  watch  over  the  duke  of 
Cumberland,  vi.  180  ;  secretary  of  state,  1763,  vi. 
268  ;  ho  resolves  to  prosecute  Wilkes ;  sets  spies 
on  Wilkes's  movements  and  steals  his  papers  : 
complains  of  him  in  parliament,  267 ;  secretary 
of  state,  1763-1765, 321 ;  aids  in  cross-examining 
Ponn  on  the  feeling  of  America  towards  England. 
361 :  replies  to  Chatham's  proposed  amendment 
on  the  address,  1777,  381 

Sandys,  moves  for  Walpole's  dismissal  from  the 
king's  councils,  1741,  vi.  102 ;  his  motion  rejected, 
103 

San  Mateo  besiesed  by  coimt  of  Las  Torres ;  re- 
lieved by  Peterborough,  v.  29« 

Saratoga,  convention  of,  signed  Oct  17,  1777,  vi. 
380 

Sardinia  taken  by  admiral  sir  J.  Leake,  1708,  v. 
338 

Sarsfield.  general,  commander  of  the  garrison  at 
Limerick ;  makes  a  sortie  during  the  siege  of 
1690  upon  the  guns  and  stores  of  William's  army, 
destroying  or  rendering  them  useless,  ▼.  117 ;  in- 
active part  taken  by,  at  the  battle  of  Aghrim, 
July,  1691,  128 

Saunders,  admiral,  supersedes  West  in  his  com- 
mand, 1756,  vi.  213,  214 ;  conveys  Wolfe  and  his 
army  to  Quebec,  237 

Savannah  taken  by  the  British,  vi.  899 

Saveiy,  Thomas,  steam  engine  invented  by,  v.  89 

Savile,  sir  George,  M.P.  for  Yorkshire ;  presents  the 
county  petition  for  redress  of  grievances,  1780, 
vi  401  ;  moves  for  a  list  of  crown  places,  403 ; 
his  house  gutted  by  the  Gordon  rioters,  408 

Savings  Banks,  establishment  oC  at  Tottenham  in 
1798  and  1804  ;  at  Bath  in  1808 :  at  Ruthwell  in 
1810  ;  and  in  London,  1816,  viii.  70 

Savoy  annexed  to  France,  1792,  vii.  237 ;  restored 
to  Piedmont,  viiL  43 

Saxe,  miurshal,  appointed  to  command  the  troops 
for  the  projecttKl  invasion  of  England,  1743 ;  that 
expedition  faiUng  he  takes  the  command  of  an 
army  in  the  Low  Countries,  vi  110;  commands 
the  Preneh  at  Fontenoy,  1745,  I  IS;  persuades 
Louis  XV.  to  retire  from  the  battle,  1 14  ;  gains 
the  victory  over  the  allies  at  Lauffeld,  Jiuy  2, 
1747,  180 

Saxe  Gotha,  princess  ot  See  Frederick  of  WiUos, 
vii.  84-S6 ;  189,  338 

Schellenbcrg,  or  Donawert,  battle  of  the,  July  2, 
1704,  V.  278 

Schism  bill,  passed  1714,  v.  400 ;  Stanhope  desires 
the  repeal  of  the,  vi  35 

Schomberg,  marshal,  lands  in  Ireland  with  an  army, 
Aug.  18,  1689,  V.  86  ;  unable  to  do  anything  firom 
the  neglected  condition  of  the  army,  whiok  suf- 
fered from  want  of  clothes,  medicine,  and  even 
necessaries,  100;  re-inforced,  105;  loads  the 
centre  at  the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  108 ;  mllies  the 
retreating  Protestants  and  is  slain,  July  1,  1690, 
tbid. 

Schools.    See  Education. 

Sciences,  sketch  of  the  state  of  the,  temp.  William  and 
Anne,  v.  61-68  ;  knowledge  of  tho,  spread  and  in- 
creased by  the  Jesuits,  vi.  327 :  scientific  labours 
and  discoveries  of  Herschell,  Davy,  Dalton,  Wol- 
laston,  and  Jenner,  viii  129-131 ;  scientific  writers 
in  1842,  483 

Scinde,  conquest  and  wise  administration  of,  by 
sir  C.  J.  Napier,  1843,  viii.  507-611 

Sciudla  wars,  with  Holkar ;  then  allies  with  him 
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against  tbo  British,  vii  455 ;  defeated  at  Assye  by 
Wellington,  458,  €t  iteq.  ;  and  again  Nov.  *iP,  1803 ; 
signs  a  treaty  with  the  British,  Dec.  30,  460 ;  joins 
the  Mahratta  confederacy  against  the  British,  viii. 
216 ;  agrees  to  aid  the  British  against  the  Pin- 
dArees ;  his  fiuthlessness,  217 
Scotland^  industry  of,  not  fully  developed  till  after 
its  union  with  England  in  1707,  v.  30;  a  mob 
rises  in  Edinburgh;  their  hatred  towards  the 
Episcopal  clergy  and  lloman  Catholic  religion. 
87 ;  a  convention  met,  Mar.  14,  88 ;   it  declared 
that  James  VII.  was  not  legally  king,  and  passed 
an    act  for    settling   the    Scotch    throne  upon 
William  and  Marv,  90 ;  proceeds  against  Dundee 
and  Balcarras,  tjmf. ;  descriiytion  of  the  High- 
landers of,  91 ;  Dundee  organizes  an  insurrection 
at  the  head  of  the  clans,  92 ;   battle  of  Killie- 
crankie^  in  which  Dundee  is  slxiin.  93 ;  affairs  of 
religion  in,  1691,  130;    plots   against  William's 
conldence  in,  ISl ;  the Highlandclans  dispersed, 
ibitl.  ;  lord  Breadolbane  authorised  to  conciliate 
the  rebellious  Highland  chiefs,  132  ;  his  plans 
fail,  133 ;  a  proclamation  offerbig  indemnity  is 
issued  to  them ;  Dalrymplc,  the  master  of  Stair, 
^id.  ;    tardy   submission  of    Mac    Ian    to   the 
government    proclamation,    184  ;    order    as    to 
rebels  not  submitted,  135  ;   order  for   Mac  Ian 
and  his  tribe,  136 ;   Dalrymple's  letters,  ibid.  ; 
description  of  the  valley  of  Glcncoe,  137  ;  High- 
Isond  troops  xuider  Campbell  arrive  at  Olencoe, 
188  ;  the  massacre  takes  place,  Feb.  IS,  1692,  189; 
an  inquiry  is  instituted  in  1693,  and  again  in 
1095,  140 ;  report  of  the  commissioners  respect- 
ing the  massacre,  ibid.  ;  resolution  of  the  parlia- 
ment of,  141  ;   misconceptions  connected  with 
the  massacre,  142 ;  William's  character  unjustly 
assailed,  144;  the  dearth  known  as  the  "seven 
barren  years,"  from  1692  to  1699,  182  ;  disadvan- 
tages to  the  trade  of,  fh)m  the  antagonistic  charac- 
ter of  the  as  yet  disunited  nations,  214  ;  Thomas 
Aikenham  hanged  for  blasphemy,  ibid.  ;  difficul- 
ties of  William's  position  as  king  of  two  nations, 
each  following  iu  own  interests,  ibid. ;  restric- 
tions upon  the  trade  of,  215 ;  the  Scotch  spirit  of 
commercial  adventure  compels  them  to  strike 
out  a  new  field  for   themselves,  ibid.  ;  African 
and  Indian  Company  of^  constituted,  1695,  216 ; 
jealousy  of  English  porbamcut  towards  the  new 
company :  they  find  the  directors  of  it  guiltj*  of 
high  crime  and  misdemeanor,  ibid. ;  the  national 
enthusiasm  in  the  company,  217  ;    the    Scotch 
colony  of  Darien,  219,  tt  seq.  ;  its  failure  produc- 
tive of  gre&t  good  to   England,  222 ;   result  of 
the    commissioners'    labours     to    bring   about 
the  union,   311  ;   a  new  parliament  assembles, 
May,   1703;   the   "riding,^'  ibid.;    anti-Enjprlish 
spirit  of  the  parliament,  312  ;    proposal  fur  a 
treaty  of  union ;  it  is  agreed  to,  314 ;  commis- 
sioners are  appointed ;  they  finally  agree  upon 
the  articles  of  union,  July  22,  315 ;  the  articles, 
315,   316  ;   addresses  and  other   demonstrations 
against  the  union,  break  out  in,  318  ;  lord  Bel- 
haven's    oration    against    the   iinion,    319-321  ; 
Scottish  interests,    322 ;   Soton's  arguments   in 
favour  of   the  union,   323;   the  articles  of  the 
union  passed  at  various  periods,  the  last  in  Jan. 
1707 ;  a  separate  act  is  passed  providing  for  the 
security  of  the  church  of,  324  ;   opposition  of 
riotous  mobs  to  the  union,  ibid. ;  the  Camero- 
nians  endeavour  to  prevent  the  union  ;  they  are 
kept  down  by  John    Ker,  325 ;   they  bum  the 
articles  at  Dumfries  ;   proposed    doings  of   the 
Jacobites  and  others ;  they  are  dispersed  to  their 
houses  by  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  326 ;  the  act 
for  the  imion  passed  by  the  Scottish  Estates, 
Jan.  16,  1707,  ibid. ;  they  meet  for  the  last  time. 
Mar.   26,   327 ;   the   order  of  the  thistie,  ibid.  ; 
the  aot  of  union  is  passed  by  the  English  parlia- 
ment. Mar.  6,  328 ;  discontents  break  out  in.  334  ; 
the  opinions  which  gave  rise  to  the  rebellion  of 
1715  in,  vi  6 ;  the  earl  of  Mar,  having  been  de- 
prived of  his  secretary  of  statcship,  organizes  a 
rebellion  in ;  raises  the  Pretender  s  (James  Ed- 
word)  Stanford  at  Braomar,   Sept  6,  1715,  6,  7 ; 
the  state  of  parties  in,  8 ;  the  insurrectionists 
tM  in  their  attempt  to  seize  Edinburgh  castio ; 


Mar's  want  of  energy,  9 ;  division  of  Mar's  forces ; 
march  of  the  detachment  under  Mac  lutosh  from 
Perth  to  Seton  House,  10  ;  their  further  progress 
to  Kelso,  11 ;  they  reach  Longtown,  Oct.  31,  12 ; 
Lancaster,  Nov.  7 ;  their  confidential  and  disso 
lute  conduct;  arrive  at  Preston,  where  genera 
Wills  marched  upon  them,  13  ;   he  attacks  the 
town  in  conjunction  with  general  Carpenter,  14  ; 
siurendcr  of  the  rebels,  15 ;  batUe  of  Sheriff muir, 
Nov.  13,  15,  16 ;  the  Pretender  lands  In,  1716.  17  ; 
Argyle  compels  the  Pretender's  troops  to  retreat 
nortiiward ;  the  Pretender  flies  to  France  accom 
panied  by  the  earl  of  Mar,  18  ;  impeachment  of 
the  earl  of  Derwentwater  and  other  lords  con- 
cerned in  the  rebellion,  19 ;  execution  of  Der- 
wentwater and  Kenmure  on  Tower  Hill,  Feb.  24 
20 ;  escape  of  the  other  leaders,  20,  22 ;  fate  of 
the  humbler  insurgents,  22 ;  Alberoni  organises 
an  expedition  against  Scotiand;  the  earl  mari- 
schal  and  his  txw)p8  land.  May,  1719 ;  they  arc 
attacked  and  dispersed  by  gen.  Wishtman,  36 ; 
ale  duty  in  1725,  53  ;  large  extent  of  smuggling 
in,  79 ;  Wilson  and  Robertson,  two  smugglers, 
rob  an  exciso  collector  ;  they  are  caught  and  con- 
demned to  be  executed ;  Robertson  escapes,  and 
Wilson  is  executed,  April  14,  1736,  80 ;  captain 
Porteous  fires  on  the  mob :  is  imprisoned ;  re- 
prieved,  81  ;    but  ultimately  murdered  by  the 
mob,  82  ;  national  feeling  stirred  up  by  the  con- 
duct of  the  English  during  the  inquiry  into  the 
Porteous  riots,  83 ;  Edinburgh  fined  £2000  ;  and 
its  provost  ejected  from  his  office,  84 ;  Jacobitism 
of,  116;  reasons  why  the  Highlanders  were  not 
drafted  into  the  British  army  after  1715,  ibid.: 
the    *'  Black    Watch "   abolisned,    and   formed 
into   the    42nd   regiment,  117 ;   the  young  Pre- 
tender arrives  off   Eriska,  July  23,   1745,  121  ; 
meets  with  a  cold  reception,  122 ;  brings  a  few 
chiefs  to  his  side;  lands  at  Borodale,  July  25, 
123;  has  an  intcn'iow  with  Cameron  of  Lochiel, 
ibid. ;  the  gathering  at  Glenfinnan,  124  ;  miUtary 
resources  of  the  government,  125  ;  sir  J.  Cope's 
blunder ;  maroh  of  the  Highlanders  to  Perth : 
Miuray  and  Drummond Join  the  Stuart  cause; 
Charles  marches  upon    Edinburgh,  which  pre- 
pares for  a  defence,  127 ;  but  is  taken  by  strata- 
gem ;  the  prince  at  Holyrood  House ;  proclama- 
tion of  James  VIII.  ;    Cope's  return,  lands  at 
Dunbar,  halts  at  Preston  on  his  march  towards 
Edinburgh,  where  he  receives  a  thorough  defeat 
in  the  battie  of  Preston-Pans,  Sept.  22, 129,  130 ; 
note  on  the  Highland  costume,  134-136 ;  the  in- 
surgent army  cross  the  border,  140;  march  of 
the   Highlanders    to    Carlisle,    141  ;    investure 
and  capture  of  the  town,  142 ;  the  prince  con- 
tinues nis  march  into  England,  1 144;  the  Man^ 
Chester  recruits;  Dickson  and  his  blunderbuss 
capture  the  town,  146 ;  the  rebels  reach  Derby, 
ibid.  ;  their  retreat  is  resolved  upon,  148 ;  suspi- 
cions attached  to  Scotsmen  in  London,  152  ;  case 
of   Drummond    the  banker,   152,   153  ;   Charles 
Edward  retreats  from  Derby,  155,   156  ;    he  is 
pursued.  157 ;  the  skirmish  at  Clifton,  157,  158  ; 
bombardment  and  capitulation  of  Carlisle,  159 ; 
the  Highland  troops  re-enter  ScotIand,and  dance 
for   joy  of   it,  ibid.  ;    Charles  Edward  in,  loO ; 
general  Hawley's  contempt  for  the  Highlanders, 
ibid. ;  but  he  is  disgracefully  defeated  by  them 
at  Falkirk,  Jan.  17, 1746, 161, 162 ;  Simon  Fraser's 
perfidy,  163  ;  the  duke  of  Cumberland  arrives  at 
Edinburgh,  Jan.  30  ;  raises  the  laege  of  Stirling, 
ibid. ;  flight  of  the  Highland  army  from  Stirling, 
164  ;  Charles  Edward  at  Inverness ;  the  duke  of 
Cumberland  at  Aberdeen,  165 ;  the  weak  condi- 
tion of  the  insurgents  ;  the  passage  of  the  Spey  : 
the  duke  arrives  at  Nairn;   ana  the  prince  at 
Culloden  Moor,  166 ;  the  projected  night  attack 
upon  Ciuuberland's  camp  ;   the   prince's  confi- 
dence of  success ;  Cumlwrland  advances  against 
him,  167 ;  and  defeats  him  at  Culloden,  April  16, 
1746,  168  ;  barbarous  treatment  of  the  wounded, 
170 ;  impolicy  of  the  treatment  of  the  rebels,  171 ; 
CumberLond's  view  of  the  rebellion.  172 ;  trials 
and  executions,  ibid. ;  trials  of  lords  KUmamock, 
Cromartie,  and  Balmerino,  173,  174 ;  execution 
of   Kilmarnock   and  Balmerino,  Aug.   18,  174; 
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lord  Lor&t's  trial,  ibid. :  and  death.  175 ;  nrinoe 
Charles's  wanderingB  in  the  Highlands ;  he  is  pro- 
tected by  Flora  Mac  Donald,  ibid. ;  escapes  to 
France,  Bept  SO,  176  ;  measures  for  the  pacifica- 
tion of  the  Highlands ;  execution  of  Dr.  Cameron, 
182 ;  two  regiments  of  Highlanders  raised  for  the 
defence  of  the  state,  17A0,  218;  fanaticism  of, 
stirred  up,  1780,  405,  406 ;  state  of  agricultiire  in 
the  Lotmana,  Haddington,  Roxburghshire,  yii. 
as ;  and  Selkirkshire ;  Scotch  sheep,  84  ;  low 
state  of  farming  in  Ayrshire  about  1760  ;  habits 
of  the  Ayrshire  peasantry,  35  ;  agriculture  in 
lAnarkshire  and  Renfrewshire,  36 ;  and  ttie 
north-western  districts  of,  36,  37,  38;  the  homes 
and  condition  of  the  tenantry,  87 ;  Ctooi-ge  IV. 's 
Tisit  to,  and  cordial  reception  in  Edinburgh, 
Aug.  1822,  179 ;  exemption  of,  from  the  effects  of 
the  money  panic  of  1825,  viU.  200  ;  separate 
Reform  bOl  for,  brought  in,  1831,  278  ;  again 
brought  in,  Jan.  19,  1832.  293  ;  passed,  July  13, 
800 ;  changes  effected  by  tne  Reform  Act  in  the 
repT-esentfuion  of,  308,  309 ;  parliamentary  repre- 
sentation of,  prior  to  the  Reform  Act  of  1832, 
313,  316;  tne  "Disruption"  in  the  church  of, 
503,  504 

Scott,  John.    See  Eldon. 

Scott,  sir  Walter,  prejudices  of,  against  the  union, 
V.  817 ;  his  verse  romances  ;  publication  of  **  The 
Ijay  of  the  Last  Minstrel,"  1805;  "Marmion," 
1808;  and  the  "Minstrelsy  of  the  Scottish  Bor 
der,"  viii.  119  ;  two  critiques,  120 ;  his  Immense 
popularity,  ibid.  ;  failure  of  his  dramas,  125  ;  high 
success  of  his  Waveriey  novels,  126, 127 ;  his  com- 
mercial failure  an  example  of  the  danger  of 
drawing  upon  fViture  wealth,  199;  his  honour- 
able efforts  to  dischi^rse  ^^  obligations,  ibid.  ; 
urges  the  Scotch  to  treat  Charltss  X.  respect- 
fuUy,  256 ;  benefits  conferred  on  his  family  by 
the  copyright  act,  465,466 

Sohestiami,  general,  his  report  on  the  practicability 
of  Fiance  reconquering  Egvpt,  vii.  419, 420 ;  the 
French  ambassador  at  Constantinople ;  his  offers 
to  sultan  Selim,  484 ;  joins  Victor  in  the  Penin- 
sula, 522 

Secession.    See  American  Secession. 

Seditious  meetings  bill  brought  in  by  Pitt,  viL 
323  ;  opposition  to  it,  323,  324  :  passed  1795,  324  ;    I 
another  passed  Mar.  29, 1817,  vik  79,  80 

Selwyn,  imOor,  denounces  British  interference  in 
continental  affairs,  vi.  138 

Septennial  act,  debates  and  remarks  on  the ; 
passed  1716  ;  vi  24,  25 ;  its  repeal  agitated,  73 

Seringapatam,  besieged  and  taken  by  the  Ebitiah, 
1791,  vii.  259 ;  and  again  in,  1799,  378, 379 

Seton,  Mr.,  of  Pitmedden,  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners  for  establishing  the  union,  1700,  v.  322 ; 
his  arguments  in  favour  of  the  scheme,  323 

SotUement,  law  of;  its  severity  on  the  poor,  v. 
48,  49 ;  viL  11 ;  viiL  67 ;  slightly  alleviated,  1861, 
67,  68 

Seven  years'  war,  history  of  the,  vi.  215,  216;  228- 
2Jt6 ;  249-251  ;  254-257 ;  467 

Seville,  peace  of,  Nov.  9. 1729,  v.  890 ;  vi.  60 

Seymour,  sir  Edward,  nis  remarks  on  the  want  of 
good  British  generals,  v.  1.53;  his  contempt  of 
Soetland's  poverty,  215  ;  comptroller,  1702,  259 

Shah  Alum.    See  Alum,  Shah. 

Shah  Soojah,  an  expelled  sovereign,  and  pensioner 
of  the  East  India  Company,  vlil,  450 :  the  British 
undertake  the  Affghan  war  to  re-enthrone  him, 
451  ;  restored  to  his  sovereignty,  463  ;  complains 
of  his  position,  453, 454  :  assassinated,  460 

Shaksperc,  knowledge  of,  and  taste  for,  dissemi- 
nated by  Steele,  v.  408;  Roubiliac's  statue  of, 
461 ;  impulse  given  to  Shaksperean  criticism,  483, 
484 

Shannon,  fight  between  the,  and  the  Chesapeake, 
June  1,  1813,  viii.  11 

Sharpe,  Granville,  aids  in  promoting  the  abolition 
of  slaveiy,  vii.  466 

Sharp,  William  ;  his  engravings,  viii.  156 

Shaw,  sir  James ;  his  courage  in  quelling  the  riots 
of  1816,  vUl.  77 

Sheffield,  trades  of,  v.  28;  obtains  i)arliamentary 
representation,  1832,  viii.  307  ;  population  in  1831 
and  1861,  308 


Elbelbunie.  earl  of,  dismissed  his  ottoofl,  a&d  ti'watsd 
with  coldness  by  the  Idnff  for  voting  against 
government  on  the  genera!  warrant  quMiion, 
1764,  vi.  269;  secretary  of  state,  1766-1768,  886, 
321 ;  praises  the  king's  nobleness  of  mind,  438  ; 
secretary  of  state,  1782.  436,  460  ;  his  remarks  on 
contractors,  441 ;  circular  issued  by,  on  the  vo- 
lunteer question,  442,443 ;  his  Irish  trade  motion 
rejected,  444;  commences  overtures  of  peace 
with  Franklin,  449 ;  Fox  obtains  a  share  in  the 
negot^tions ;  differences  arise  between  the  two ; 
Sbelbiu^e  appointed  first  lord  of  the  treasury, 
1782,  450 ;  reAgaa  his  premiership,  Feb.  84, 1783, 
460  ;  advocates  for  free  trade,  ibid. 

Shelley,  P.  B.  ;  "Queen  Mab"  published,  1812; 
drowned,  1821 ;  mgh  character  of  his  poetry,  viiL 
121 

Shepherd,  sir  SamueL  attorney-general;  noaecutes 
Hone  for  libel,  viii.  86,  87 

Sheridan,  R  B.,  elected  M.P.  for  Stafford,  vL  419  ; 
resigns  office,  1782,  450  ;  defends  the  prooeedings 
of  the  National  Assembly ;  Burke  renounces 
him,  vii.  187 ;  condemns,  with  others,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  tte  National  Convention  anuust 
Louis  XVI.  243  ;  opposes  the  "  Traitorous  Corrs- 
spondenoe"  bill,  267;  patriotically  supports  the 
mutiny  bills  of  1797,  341 ;  his  speiech  on  the  pro- 
jected French  invasion  of  England,  1798,  350; 
moves  an  amendment  to  the  address,  1799,  371 ; 
advocates  a  hearty  co-operaticm  with  SpainagaSnst 
France,  499 

Sheriff muir,  batUe  of,  Nov.  13,  1715,  vL  15,16 

Shippen ;  his  remarks  on  the  kln^^s  qpoKh,  1717, 
vi.  33,  34  ;  sent  to  the  Tower  In  consequence,  34 

Shore,  sir  John.    See  Teignmouth,  lord. 

Shovel,  sir  Cloudosley,  Joins  with  sir  O.  Rooke  and 
the  prince  of  Darmstadt  in  the  capture  of 
Qibraltar,  1704,  v.  291 ;  commands  the  neet  car- 
nrlng  troops  to  Barcelona,  294 ;  commands  the 
&ighsh  and  Dutch  fleet  emplOTed  in  the  attack 
upon  France,  1707  ;  bombards  Toulon ;  wrecked 
on  his  return  home,  Oct.  22nd,  332  ;  supposed  to 
have  been  murdered  by  an  old  woman ;  descrip- 
tion of  the  wreck,  833 

Shrewsbury,  duke  o^  negotiates  with  Anne  as  to 
her  revenue,  vi.  98,  99 ;  William  II I. 's  favourite 
minister;  resigns  his  secretary  of  stateship  at 
the  command  of  James  II. ,  to  whom  he  deserts, 
1600,  102, 103 :  again  offered  the  office  of  secretary 
of  state,  which  he  accepts  along  with  a  dukedom, 
170;  recommends  Marlborough  to  William's 
favour,  172 ;  correspondence  between  William 
and,  1696,  194, 195 ;  accused  of  having  communi- 
cated with  James  II.,  197 ;  the  Queen  appoints 
him  lord  high  treasurer,  400 ;  vi.  1 

Sidmouth,  viscount    See  Addington^ 

SiKte,  abbd,  proposes  that  the  Tiers  Btats  be  called 
the  "  National  Assembly,"  vii.  168  ;  his  plans  for 
a  constitution  accepted  by  the  people,  321 :  a 
member  of  the  French  directory,  383 ,  ai^inted 
one  of  the  three  consuls,  1799,  885 

Sign  paintings.    See  Fainting. 

Sikh  war,  1846,  1846,  viii.  544,  645 

Silk;  Lombe's  mill  at  Derby;  trade  of;  state  of 
manufacture,  v.  20,  21 ;  prohibition  of  Indian 
silks,  38 

Singapore,  ceded  to  the  British,  vilL  218 

Sing.  Cheyte.    Bee.Cheyte  Sing. 

Singh,  Ammer.     See  Ochterlony. 

Sinking  fund  scheme,  Pitt's,  vii.  147, 148 

Slave  trade  carried  on  by  Bristol  traders,  17th 
and  18th  centuries,  v.  7;  by  the  merchants  of 
Liverpool  and  Lyme,  25 ;  Assiento  contract  for 
the  supply  of  slaves  renounced  by  England, 
1750,  vi.  467 ;  debate  on,  1792 ;  pariiament  re- 
solves on  its  abolition,  vii.  212 ;  slaves  emanci- 
pated by  France,  1792,  418;  she  desires  to  re- 
establish the  trade,  419;  debates  on,  1806; 
progress  of  the  cause  of  abolition ;  parliament 
resolves  to  abolish,  466-468;  slave-trade  aboli- 
tion biU  passed;  receives  the  royal  assent, 
March  25,  1807,  478;  England  and  America 
agree  to  put  down,  19 ;  abolished  hy  Bona- 
parte ;  persisted  in  by  Portugal  and  ^iain,  46 ; 
debates  on,  1823, 1824 

Slavery,     colonial;     Canning^  reeolutions     for 
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ameliorating  the  coudition  of  slaves  with  a 
vic^  to  their  ultimate  emancipatioD  agreed 
to,  103;  slavery  laws,  194;  case  of  Mr.  ttmith 
the  missionary,  194,  196;  resimi^  of  parlia- 
mentary eflorts  towards  abolishing,  327  ;  resohi- 
tions  in  Mr.  Stanley's  bill  for  the  abolition  of, 
in  the  British  colonies,  327,  328;  progress  of 
the  bill  through  parliament.  1833,  328  ;  the  first 
day  of  emancipation  in  America,  Aug.  1.  1834, 
3'H) ;  Dr.  Channiug's  address  on  the  abolition  of, 
329,  330;  proposition  of  president  Lincoln  in 
18t>2  to  emaucipato  slaves,  830;  effects  of  the 
abolition,  330,  333 ;  treaty  with  Brazil  for  aboU- 
tion  of,  Oct.  18.  1825,  383 ;  emancipation  of  the 
slaves  in  Jamaica,  419 
Smirke,  sir  R.,  his  architectural  works,  vii.  81  ; 

viii.  144 
Smith.  John,  a  missionary,  tried  on  a  charge  of 
inciting  tlio  Dcmenira  negroes  to  revolt;  sen- 
tenced to  death ;  dies  in  consequence  of  im- 
prisonment while  in  ill-health  ;  his  case  brought 
before  the  British  porlixmient,  viiL  194,  195 

J:Jmith,  sir  Sidney,  conducts  the  blowing  up  of  the 
French  fleet  and  arsenals  on  the  evacuation  of 
Toulon,  Dec.  1793.  vii  290 ;  defends  Acre,  1799, 
oSO,  381 ;  command.s  the  EngUsh  fleet  assisting 
the  Turks,  1801,  405;  commands  a  squadron  at 
Palermo,  1800,  473 

Smith,  Sydney,  desires  the  continuance  of  peace, 
1823,  viii.  183 ;  "  Mrs.  Partington's"  speech  onthe 
reform  bill,  1831,  284,  285;  urges  lord  Grey  to 
creiito  peers  to  seciut)  the  passing  of  the  reform 
bill,  294 ;  describes  the  ci-uelty  of  not  allowing 
counsel  to  prisoners.  369,  370 ;  his  idea  of  the 
queen's  first  duty,  399 

Smolensk,  battle  before,  1812;  evacuated  by  the 
Russians,  vii.  557  * 

Smollutt,  Tobias,  his  vivid  description  of  the  attack 
upon  Carthagcna,  vi.  98,  99 ;  publication  of  hi.s 
*'  Roderick  Rimdom."  1748;  "Peregrine  Pickle," 
1751 ;  and  "  Fcrdinjmd,  Count  Fathom,"  1753,  vii. 
89;  manners  of  18th  century  illustrated  from  his 
works,  91,  92,  94,  95,  112 

SiiiuggUiig,  extensive  practice  of,  vi.  78-80 ;  vii. 
145 

Soauo.  sir  John»  built  the  Bank  of  Entflxmd,  the 
Treasury  front,  and  some  other  edifices,  viii. 
143,  144 

Soap,  duties  formerly  laid  upon,  and  consumption 
of.  v.  23 

Sobraou,  battle  of,  Feb.  10,  1846,  viii.  545 

Social  evils,  temp.  WiUiam  and  Anne,  v.  60 

Societies,  for  relorming  manners,  first  adopted  by 
the  Puritans,  v.  205 ;  s<x:iety  for  promoting 
Christian  knowledge  established  about  1698,  206  ; 
society  for  the  propogsition  of  the  Gospel  esta- 
blished about  1698,  ibU.  ;  an  older  one  was 
estabhshed  in  1649,  but  it  died  nut  soon  after  the 
Restoration,  ibid. ;  artists  stimulated  by  the 
Society  of  Arts,  vii.  66  :  society  of  sign  painters, 
imd  exhibition  of  paintings  by  them,  69 ;  meet- 
ings of  the  London  corresponding,  the  constitu- 
tional information,  and  the  FriendB  of  the  People 
Societies,  dunoimcing  the  French  revolutionary 
doctrines,  247  ;  Hampden  Clubs,  viiL  73,  tt  »*q. ; 
Society  of  Spenceau  Philanthropists,  76,  76; 
British  Institution,  151 ;  Society  of  Painters  in 
Water-colours  formed  1805,  155  ;  Society  for  the 
Diflusion  of  Useful  Knowledge  originated  by  lord 
Brougham,  1826,  230 ;  good  and  cneap  literature 
issued  by  it,  230,  231 

Socinians,  statute  against,  1698,  v.  204 

Soda,  manufacture  of,  promoted  by  the  abolition  of 
the  tax  on  salt,  v.  22 

Solmes,  count,  leads  the  Dutch  guards  at  the  battle 
of  the  Boyne,  v.  108 ;  his  charge  on  the  Irish, 
109,  110  ;  commands  the  English  at  Steinkirk ; 
his  conduct  at  the  battle  blxuued,  158,  154 ;  slain, 
1693,  154 

Somera,  lord,  named  solicitor-general,  1689,  r.  68 ; 
made  lord  keeper,  1693,  161 ;  is  the  leader  of  his 
party,  169 :  promoted  to  the  lord  chancellorship, 
1697 ;  and  mode  a  peer,  198 ;  sends  William  a 
blank  commission  for  appointing  commissioners, 
228  ;  removed  from  his  lord  chancellorship.  1700. 
235 ;  impeached  in  1701  for  his  concern  in  the 
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Partition  treaties,  246 ;  conferred  with  by  William 
on  the  state  of  English  poUtics,  251  ;  loses  his 
place  in  the  privy  council  on  the  aeccision  of 
queen  Anne,  1702,  259 ;  his  weariness  of  faction.'^, 
270 :  has  a  great  influence  in  bringing  a)K>ut  the 
union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  315  ;  his  ojuniou  on 
the  Septennial  Act ;  died  1716,  vi.  25 

Somersetshire,  a  specimen  of  its  dialect,  v.  15; 
agricultural  progress  of ;  Kuigs  Sedgmoor  and 
the  Quantock  mils,  vii.  23  ;  Exmoor,  its  black- 
cocks and  stags,  23,  24 ;  forty-one  persons  to 
every  100  acres,  24 

Sophia,  princes-s,  of  Hanover ;  her  parentage,  hus- 
band, and  child ;  description  of ;  iMcomcs  heir  to 
the  English  crown,   v.  241  ;  death  of,   May  14, 

1725,  399 

Sophia,  princess  of  Zell,  wife  of  George  I.,  from 
whom  she  was  divorced  and  confined  in  Aldhen 
Ciistle  on  account  of  a  supposed  coimection  with 
count  Konigsmark,   vi.  3 ;   died    November   13, 

1726,  56 

Soubise,  prince  de,  encamps  near  ^luchcln,  vi  230  ; 
defeated  at  Rosbach  by  Frederick,  231 

Soult,  marshal,  serves  in  Jourdan's  army,  vii.  812  ; 
defeated  by  Moore  at  Corunna,  Jan.  1809,  506  ; 
his  testimony  to  Moore's  merits,  507  ;  takes  pos- 
session of  Oporto,  March  29,  510 ;  obliges  Wel- 
lington to  retreat,  1809, 523 ;  defeated  at  the  battle 
of  Albuera,  May.  1811,  538  ;  retreat«to  8e\'ille,5;w, 
639  ;  and  joins  forces  with  Marmont,  539 ;  com- 
mands the  French  army  in  Spain,  1813.  562; 
fights  the  battles  of  the  Pyrenees,  562,  568 ;  his 
engagement  with  Wellington  and  Hill,  567 ;  de- 
feated by  Wellington  at  Orthee,  Feb.  27,  1814, 
669  ;  retreats  to  Toidouse,  where  he  again  fights 
with  Wellington,  April  10,  670 ;  his  enthusiastic 
reception  at  the  queen's  coronation,  viii,  410 ; 
succeeds  to  the  ministry  on  Thiers'  resignation, 
435 

Southey,  Robert,  condemns  the  inqidsitorial  cha- 
racter of  the  property  tax,  viii.  53 ;  his  style 
described  by  Byron,  viii.  118 ;  his  mental  decay, 
467 

South  Sea  Company^  its  proposed  scheme ;  eager- 
ness of  the  pubhc  to  obtain  shares,  1720,  vi. 
40 ;  various  other  contemporary  schemes,  41  ; 
the  company  endeavours  to  obtain  a  monopoly 
by  repressing  other  companies,  which  brings 
about  Its  own  downfall ;  the  rapid  sinking  of  the 
stock,  42 ;  and  final  bursting  of  the  bubble ; 
Walpole  appointed  to  restore  the  national  credit, 
43:  the  South  Sea  scheme  com^xared  with  the 
Mississippi  scheme  of  John  Law,  43, 44  ;  bribery  ; 
complaints  from  various  trades,  showing  their 
deplorable  state  and  the  universal  want  of 
money,  44;  Walpole's  plan  for  sustaining  the 
national  credit ;  committee  of  inquiry  appointed  ; 
flight  of  Knight,  the  cashier  of  the  company ;  the 
various  fates  of  earl  Stanhope,  earl  of  Sunder- 
land, Aislabie,  James  Craggs,  and  the  postmaster- 
general,  45  ;  the  directonrestates  are  confiscated, 
and  themselves  declared  incapable  of  holding  any 
government  ofiSce,  46 

Southwell,  poor  law  reforma  carried  out  at,  prior  to 
1834,  vu.  338 

Soverdgns,  Table  of.    See  Tables. 

Spafiel<ui  meeting  of  reformers  and  riot,  1816,  viii. 
76-78 

Spencean  phiLanthropiats,  the,  their  origin  and 
objecta,  viii  76,  76 

Spencer,  earl.    See  Althorp. 

Spithead,  the  mutiny  at,  1707,  vii.  888-340 

Stttel,  Madame  de,  her  remarks  on  Pitt  and  Fox, 
vii.  270  ;  her  description  of  the  first  days  of  the 
consulate,  393,  894 

Stage  coaches  in  the  18th  century;  manners  as  con- 
nected with,  vU.  91,  92 

Stage.    See  Drama. 

Stanr,  earl  of,  commands  the  British  troops  in  Flan- 
ders, 1743,  vi  110;  cut  off  from  his  supplies; 
advises  George  IL  to  make  some  perilous  adven- 
ture; hia  advice  not  being  adopted,  he  resigns 
his  commiasion.  111 

Stamp  Act  passed  1711;  dutiea  imposed  by  it; 
effects  produced  by,  v.  894 ;  for  taxing  America, 
1765,  VI.  271,  272;  opposition  to  it  in  America,  272, 


Digitized  by  Google 


653 


INDEX. 


273 ;  debates  and  remarlcB  on  the,  872-274 ;  fur- 
ther opposition  in  Amorica,  278 ;  petition  of  Lon- 
don merchant  against  it»  278,  280  :  Pitt  ui^es  iU 
repeal,  279,  280 ;  examination  of  Dr.  Franklin  on 
the  American  temper  respecting  the,  280,  281 ; 
repeal  of  the,  283,  284 

Stanhope,  James,  carl  of.  general,  sent  with  rein- 
forcements for  the  relief  of  Barcelona,  1706,  v. 
298;  carries  Fort  Mahon  in  conjunction  with 
admiral  Leake,  1708,  338  ;  applies  the  question  of 
Bacheverel's  impeachment  to  the  high  church 
doctrines,  352 ;  persuades  Charles  to  take  the  I 
field  against  Philip  V. ;  gains  the  battle  of  Alme- 
nara,  July  20,  1710  ;  and  that  near  Saraffoasa, 
Aug.  20 ;  enters  Madrid,  Sept.  21,  366 ;  retreats 
to  Brihuegn ;  is  surprised  by  the  French  under 
Vend6me  ;  fights  with  him,  and  surrenders  him- 
self and  army,  Dec.  9,  367 ;  becomes  a  secretary 
of  state,  vi.  5 ;  mtroduces  a  law  excluding  crown 
pensioners  from  parliament,  25 ;  negotiates,  for  a 
French  alliance,  with  the  abbtf  Dubois,  27 ;  dis- 
countenances violent  measures  against  Russia, 
28 ;  reverses  Gyllenbuiv's  Intrigues  to  the  council ; 
disagrees  with  Townshend,  ibid.  ;  obtains  the 
chief  administratian  of  afflfdrs,  30 ;  raised  to  tlie 
peerage,  1717,  32 ;  desires  to  avert  the  war  with 
Spain,  1718,  34 ;  obtains  the  repeal  of  the  occa- 
sional Conformity  and  Schism  acts ;  desires  also 
that  of  the  Test  act ;  and  the  mitisation  of  the 
penal  laws  against  Roman  Catholics,  35 ;  his  death, 
caused  by  a  rush  of  blood  into  his  head  during  a 
fit  of  anger,  1721,  46 

Stanhope,  earl,  his  experiments  on  the  construction 
of  steam-ships,  1794,  vii.  305 

Stanhope,  Charles,  cleared  of  the  charge  of  bribery 
brought  against  him,  vi.  45 

Stanislaus,  Lecsinskey,  set  up  as  king  of  Poland  by 
Charles  XII.  v.  330 ;  began  to  reign,  1704  ;  Augus- 
tus restored  in  1709,  476 ;  his  cL^ku  to  the  throne 
supported  by  France  on  the  death  of  Augustus, 
vi.  71 

Stanley,  E.  6.  S.    See  Derby,  earl  of 

Staremberg,  general,  joins  general  Stanhope  in  a 
campaign  against  Philip  of  Spain,  1710,  v.  366 ; 
engages  Vend6me  at  Villa  Vicdosa,  Dec.  10 ;  re- 
treats to  Barcelona,  367 

Steam-boats,  Stanhope's  experiments  in  the  con- 
struction of,  vii.  305 ;  introduction  of,  on  the 
Clyde,  the  Thames,  and  Loch  Lomond,  viii.  131, 
132  ;  first  employed  by  the  navy  in  the  Birmeso 
war,  221 ;  improvements  in,  409  ;  war  steamers 
first  employed  in  battle  at  the  siege  of  St.  Jean 
d'Acre,  1840,  435 

Steam-enffine ;  Savery's  invention ;  bill  for  encou- 
raging the,  V.  29 ;  employed  in  the  cotton  manu- 
facture, vii.  62;  thirty-three  million  spindles 
driven  in  1856  by,  53 ,  vast  improvements  in  the, 
made  by  Watt,  61 ;  Watt  and  Boulton's  Soho 
works,  62 ;  final  establishment  of  the,  and  its 
amaiing  influence  upon  the  afiiairs  of  the  world, 
63,  64 ;  the  sword's  antagonist,  ibid. ;  applied  to 
navigation  purposes,  305,  viii.  131,  132  | 

Steam-printing  machine ;  its  influence  in  promo-    ; 
ting  a  spread  of  knowledge,  viii.  132 

Steele,  Richard,  Swift's  intimacy  with,  v.  369; 
turned  out  of  his  employment  for  satirising  Hor- 
ley,  370;  expelled  the  House  of  Commons  for 
writing  a  pamphlet  entitled  the  "  Crisis,"  1713 ; 
ably  defended  by  Addison  and  Walpole,  399 ; 
starts  the  Tatler,  April  12,  1709,  402;  character 
and  aim  of  this  work,  403 ;  his  influence  and 
objects  a.4  an  essayist,  406 ;  with  Addison  directs 
the  attention  of  the  jMople  to  Shakspore  and 
Milton,  408;  his  creation  of  Sir  A.  Freeport,  Cap- 
tain Sentry,  and  Will  Honeycomb,  409,  410 ;  the 
Spectator's  club,  410,  411 ;  his  notice  of  three 
plan's,  420 ;  description  of  the  prude  and  coquette 
Dy,  423 ;  denounces  luxurious  dining  and  the 
fashion  of  duelling,  427:  endeavours  to  repress 
giuning,  429 ;  advocates  for  mercy  towards  the 
rebel  lords,  vL  20;  opposed  the  Peerage  bill, 
1719,38 

Steinkirk,  battle  of,  Aug.  3, 1692,  v.  152,  153 ;  de- 
bate on  the,  153,  154 

Stephenson.  George,  his  rise  from  the  position  of 
engine  foreman;  his  patent  safety  lamp;  con- 


structs a  locomotive,  1814,  viiL  259 ;  constructs 
the  Darlington  and  Stockton,  and  the  Liverpool 
and  Manchester  railways. 259,  260 ;  his  "  Rocket" 
engine ;  railway  works  by  himself  and  his  son, 
Robert.  260,  261 

Sterne,  Lawrence,  his  **  Tristram  Shandy "  pub- 
Ushed,  1769-1767,  vii.  89 

Steuben,  aide-de-camp  to  Frederick  of  Prussia,  vi. 
376  ;  volunteers  into  the  American  service,  377 ; 
condition  of  the  American  army  according  to, 
383  ;  he  drills  and  re-organises  it,  383, 384 ;  one  of 
the  court  appointed  to  try  Andr^  ;  his  concern 
for  Andrtf  415 ;  renders  valuaUe'  assistance  at 
the  siege  of  York  Town,  1781,  427 :  his  remarks 
on  the  siege,  427,  428 

Stevenson,  colonel,  pursues  the  Scindia's  army.  vii. 
457 ;  unable  to  join  Wellington  in  time  to  take 
pari  in  the  battle  of  Assye,  458 ;  takes  Asseer- 
ghur  and  Burhampoor,  460 

Stewart,  general,  sent  to  take  Roaetta ;  compelled 
to  retreat,  1807.  vU.  485 

Stockdale  and  Hansard,  case  of.    See  Hansard. 

Stockholm,  treaty  of.  Mar.  24, 1724,  v.  389 ;  Mar.  3, 
1813,  vii  530 

Stockings,  manufacture  of,  in  the  16th,  17th,  18th 
and  19th  centuries,  v.  19 

Stopf  ord,  sir  R.  admiral ;  his  naval  successes  agidnst 
Mehemet  Ali.  viii.  434,  435 

Storm,  great,  of  1703;  Eddystone  lighthouse  de- 
stroyed by  it,  V.  10, 11,  269 

Stormont,  lord,  maltreated  by  the  Gordon  rioters, 
1780,  vi.  408  ;  secretary  of  state,  1779-1782,  469 

Stothard,  his  naintings ;  vignettes,  viii.  152 

Strachan,  sir  Richard,  captures  four  of  the  enemy's 
ships  after  Trafalgar  victory,  viL  448  sails  in  the 
expedition  against  Walcheren,  618,  519 

Strafford,  lord,  sir  John  Byng,  accusation  against 
respecting  Oliver  the  spy,  quite  imfounded, 
vlh.  81,  82 

Strange,  sir  Robert,  an  engraver ;  his  diligence  and 
Bkifl.  viii.  77 

Strathallan,  viscount.    See  Drummond,  William. 

Struensee,  a  favourite  of  the  king  of  Denmark ;  a 
conspiracy  organised  agamst  by  the  queen  dow- 
ager ;  tried  and  beheaded,  vi.  329 

Strutt,  Jedediah,  obtains  a  share  in  Arkwright's 
spinning  machine,  vii  47 

Stuart  family,  note  on  the  three  last  members  of 
the,  vi.  197 

Stuart,  Charles  Edward  Louis  Casimir  (The  Toung 
Pretender) ;  bom  1720,  vi.  47  ;  called  from  Rome  to 
Paris  to  aid  in  an  invasion  of  Great  Britain,  1743 ; 
the  expedition  failing  he  retires  to  Gravoliues, 
110;  Jacobitism  of  iSigland  and  Scotland,  114- 
117;  determines  upon  restoring  the  fortunes  of 
his  house,  117 ;  writes  to  his  father  of  his  inten- 
tions, 118;  arrives  at  Eriska,  July  23.  1745,  121 ; 
his  voyage  from  Belleisle ;  takes  shelter  in  Mac 
Donald's  house  ;  his  cold -reception,  122 ;  persuades 
Clanranald  and  two  other  chiefs  to  join  him : 
lands  at  Borodale,  July  25 ;  communicates  with 
the  clan  chiefs ;  persuades  Cameron  of  Lochiel  to 
aid  in  his  enterprise,  123 ;  the  Glenfinnan  gather- 
ing, Aug.  19;  his  standard  is  raised  and  the 
Stuart  proclamation  road,  124 ;  his  own  resources, 
and  the  crippled  state  of  the  government's  army, 
125  ;  marches  southwards ;  reaches  Perth,  Sept. 
4,  having  passed  Cope  marching  northwards; 
enters  Perth ;  his  cause  gains  ground ;  he  is 
joined  by  Drummond  and  Murray,  126 ;  crosses 
the  Forth ;  joined  by  lord  Kilmarnock  ;  reaches 
Corstorphine ;  preparations  for  defence  at  Edin- 
burgh, 127 ;  obtains  possession  of  the  town,  Sept. 
17;  enters  Helyrood  house;  James  viii.  pro- 
claimed king  ;  Cope  embarks  his  troops  at  Aber- 
deen ;  lands  at  Dunbar,  and  marches  toward.s 
Edinburgh,  128;  battle  of  Preston-Pans,  Sopt 
21,  in  which  Cope  receives  a  signal  defeat,  12:*, 
130;  sleeps  at  Pinkie  house;  and  returns  to 
Edinburgh,  131 ;  blockade  of  Edinburgh  Castle ; 
intends  crossing  the  border,  132 ;  Engliith  opinions 
of  the  rebellion,  182.  133 ;  enters  Cumberland, 
Nov.  8 ;  expects  a  great  insurrectionary  move- 
ment among  the  ^glish;  the  inhabitants  of 
Kilmarnock  refuse  to  rise,  140 ;  cause  of  the  non- 
resistance  to  his  advance ;  Ci^lisle  is  invested. 
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Nov.  10,  141 ;  and  taken  three  days  after,  148 ; 
the  dubiousness  of  his  cause  ;  he  continues  his 
march  into  England,  144 ;  Manchester  recruits  ; 
the  town  is  taken  by  a  serieant  a  drum,  and  a 
woman  ;  Johnstone's  namttve  thereof,  145  ;  the 
lukewarmness  of  Manchester,  140 ;  marches  on 
to  Macclesfield;  crosses  the  Mersey;  reaches 
Derl^,  Dec.  5,  ibid. ;  they  plunder  the  town  of 
the  collected  taxes ;  the  auke  of  Cumberland 
pursues  him,  and  gen.  Wade  advances  upon  him 
from  the  north,  147  ;  the  enthusiasm  of  his  High- 
landers ;  their  eagerness  to  fight  Cumberland  ;  a 
retreat  is  resolvwi  upon,  148 ;  Johnstone's  ficti- 
tious narrative  of  the  panic  in  London,  148,  149  ; 
the  Londoners  prepare  for  defence,  150 ;  his  cause 
receives  no  encouragement  from  the  commercial 
or  industrious  public,  161,  152  ;  he  retreats  from 
JDerby,  155 ;  loses  oonfldence ;  his  mistaken 
notions  and  weakness  of  character,  156;  he  is 
pursued  by  Cumberland  and  Oglethorpe,  157; 
the  retreat  is  delayed  by  bad  roads ;  lord  Murrav 
takes  up  a  position  near  Clifton  to  wait  the  attack 
of  the  pursuing  army,  ibicL  ;  has  a  skirmish  with 
the  foremost  dragoons,  whom  he  boats  back  ; 
arrives  at  Carlisle  ;  the  prince  leaves  that  city  in 
the  hands  of  a  few  followers  ;  his  callous  indiffer- 
ence as  to  their  fate,  168 ;  Carlisle  is  invested  by 
the  duke  of  Cumberland  ;  it  capitulates,  Dec.  80 ; 
the  Highland  armyrecrosses  the  border,  Dec.  20 ; 
reaches  Glasgow;  makes  heavy  levies  on  the 
citisens ;  gen.  Hawley's  contempt  for  the  High- 
landers, 160 ;  the  battle  of  Falkirk,  161 ;  Hawley's 
retreat,  162 ;  lord  Lovat's  double  dealing,  168 ;  the 
prince's  rage  at  hearing  of  the  desertions  in  his 
army,  164  ;  arrival  at  Inverness,  165 ;  encamps  at 
Culloden  Moor,  166 ;  his  confidence  of  gaining  a 
victory,  167 ;  he  is  met  by  Cumberland  and  re- 
ceives a  thorough  defeat.  May  16,  1746  ;  his  con- 
duct in  the  battle,  168 ;  the  barbarities  after  the 
battle,  170;  his  wanderings  in  the  highlands; 
gains  shelter  In  SouCh  Uist  island ;  escapes  to 
Bkye;  is  befiriended  by  Flora  MacDonala,  176; 
escapes  to  France,  Sep.  20, 176 ;  refuses  to  quit 
Paris  when  ordered ;  ia  imprisoned  at  Vincennes ; 
turned  loose  in  Savov;  visits  England  in  1750, 
181 ;  Canova's  bust  of  him  at  Rome ;  takes  the 
title  of  count  of  Albany ;  died,  Jan.  31,  1788, 
196 

Stuart,  James  Francis  Edward  (the  PretenderX 
makes  an  attempt  to  land  in  Scotland,  but  fails, 
and  returns  to  Dunkirk,  1708,  v.  835 ;  his  private 
interviews  with  Bollngbroke,  1712,  396 :  adheres 
firmly  to  the  church  of  Rome  in  spite  of  the 
Jacobites  urging  him  to  turn  Protestant,  399; 
issues  a  manuesto  on  the  death  of  Queen  Anno, 
asserting  his  right  to  the  vacant  throne,  vi  4 :  the 
earl  of  Mar  raises  his  standard  at  Braemar,  Sept 
6,  1715 ;  and  proclaims  him  James  YIII.  of  Scot- 
land, and  James  III.  of  England,  7 ;  lands  at 
Peterhead,  and  joins  the  camp  at  Perth,  Jan.  16, 
1716;  his  spiritless  appearance;  assumes  the 
royal  state..  17;  retreats  before  Argyle;  takes 
fiiffht  to  France,  Feb. ;  his  compassion  for  the 
villagers  whose  homes  had  been  burnt  down,  18 ; 
arrives  at  Paris  ;  meets  Bolingbroke  there,  23 ; 
and  dismisses  him  from  his  service,  24 ;  forms 
an  alliance  with  Spain,  1718 ;  arrives  at  Madrid. 
85 ;  fiUlure  of  the  expedition  anan.4t  Scotland, 
36;  birth  of  his  son,. the  Young  Pretender,  1720, 
47 ;  declaration  issued,  Sept.  22,  1722,  proposing 
that  Oeorge  I.  should  yield  up  the  British  throne 
to  James  III  ,  49 ;  it  is  burnt  as  a  libel  by  order 
of  parliament,  ibid.  ;  hopelessness  of  his  cause, 
1727,  60,  61 :  bill  agidnst  his  two  sons,  1744, 115; 
note  on  the  Stuart  family;  Canova's  tomb  of 
himself,  and  his  son,  Henry,  Cardinal  York  ;  died 
at  Rome,  1766.  196 

Stuart,  James,  his  Athenian  antlqxiarian  inquiries, 
vii  81 

Stuart,  sir  John,  commander  of  the  British  army  : 
defeats  the  French  general  Reynier  at  the  battle 
of  Maida,  July  4, 1806,  viL  473 

SufToik,  agricultural  condition  of,  vii.  6 ;  the  labour- 
ers, farmers,  and  housewives  of,  7 ;  a  seat  of  the 
husbandnr  implement  trade,  8 

Suffolk,     Howard,    lady,    Qoorge  II. *a  mistress; 


Walpole  devotes  himself  to  queen  Caroline,  not 
ladv  Suffolk  vi.  58 

Suffolk,  lord,  a  secretary  of  state.  1771-1779,  vi. 
381,  469 ;  his  reply  to  Chatham's  speech  on  the 
address,  881,  382 

Sugar  duties,  alterations  of  a  free  trade  tendency  in 
the,  proposed  by  lord  John  Russell,  1841,  vili. 
437 :  debates  on  them,  437-439 ;  rejection  of  the 
ministerial  propositions,  439 ;  further  debates  on 
the,  1844,  516,  517 

Sunday  schools.    See  Education. 

Sujah  DowLhh.  visier  of  Oude  ;  Shah  Alum's  landed 
T»t>perty  sold  to :  hires  an  army  tmm  the  Eng- 
lish ;  invades  the  Rohilla  country,  vii.  124  ;  died. 
126 

Sullivan,  general.  In  the  American  army ;  taken 
prisoner  at  Brooklyn,  vi.  370 ;  employed  by 
Howe  as  his  agent  to  the  congress.  372 

Sunderland,  Charles  Spencer,  earl  of  Marlborough's 
son-in-law ;  dismissed  his  secretaryship  of  state, 

'  1710,  V.  363  ;  secretary  of  state,  1717,  vi.  30  ;  ac- 
cused of  being  ooncemed  in  the  South  Sea 
scheme  fraud;  acquitted;  resigns  his  post  of 
first  commissioner  of  the  Treasury,  45  :  his  death, 
1722,  47 

Sunderland,  Robert  Spencer,  earl  of,  one  of  William's 
confidential  advisers,  v.  168;  his  character  and 
prindplea,  109;  entertains  William  at  Althorp, 
1695,  181 ;  lord  chamberlain  ;  issues  an  order  to 
prevent  stage  licentiousness,  206 ;  attempts  to 
obtain  the  lord  chancellorship  for  Somers,  239 ; 
William's  correspondence  with,  on  the  state  of 
English  affairs  in  1701,  251 

Surajah  Dowlah  succeeds  his  grandfather,  April, 
1756:  in  hopes  of  booty  he  storms  and  lakes 
Calcutta;  tragedy  of  the  black  hole,  June  20, 
vL  222 ;  sufferings  of  the  prisoners,  228  ;  marches 
from  Moorahedabad ;  encamps  near  Fort  William ; 
signs  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  Clive ;  goes  over 
to  the  French,  224 ;  defeated  by  CUve  at  Plassey, 
June  S3,  1757,  225;  seeks  protection  flrom  the 
French  at  Patna  ;  murder  of,  226 

Sutton,  Manners,  re-elected  speaker  of  the  Hoiiso 
of  Commons,  1819,  viii  99  ;  again  in  1830,  262 ; 
chosen  fur  the  sixth  time,  1831,  278 ;  again,  with 
Mr.  Littleton  as  candidate.  1833,  318;  fails  in 
being  elected,  1885,  355 

Suwarroff,  a  Russian  general;  captures  Ismail; 
cruelties  perpetrated,  vii.  191 ;  defeats  the  Poles. 
Oct.  10, 1794 ;  captures  Warsaw ;  barbarities  in- 
flicted on  the  inhabitants,  315 ;  commands  the 
Russo-Austrian  army,  1799 ;  gains  the  battle  of 
Trebbia,  882 ;  returns  home,  393 

Swift,  Jonathan,  points  out  to  parliament  men  the 
daoigers  of  quarrelling,  v.  246;  a  satirical  party 
writer ;  his  character  as  a  partisan,  v.  369 ;  his 
dealings  with  Harley  and  St  John,  who  make 
him  their  tool,  370 ;  his  opinion  on  Marlborough's 
dismissal  from  office,  379 ;  the  operation  of  the 
stamp  duty  according  to,  394:  author  of  the 
pamphlet  "The  Public  Spirit  of  the  Whigs;"  is 
presented  with  £100  by  the  earl  of  Oxford,  399 ; 
his  contributi<ms  to  the  Tatler,  418 :  meanness 
in  asking  for  place,  414 ;  his  remarks  upon  the 
education  of  ladies,  421 ;  his  "  Battle  of  the 
Books,"  435 ;  character  of  his  writings.  442  ; 
marvellous  power  of  preserving  the  circumstan- 
tiality of  his  tales,  and  the  complete  personifica- 
tion of  his  characters,  443 ;  his  ''  Tale  of  a  Tub, 
ibid. ;  and  "Gulliver's  Travels,"  443,  444;  con- 
demns Vanbrugh's  architectmre,  456 ;  author  of 
the  Drapicr's  letters  inveighing  against  Wood's 
patent  for  a  copper  coinage,  1724,  vL  51 ;  a  re 
ward  of  £300  offered  for  the  discovery  of  the 
author  of  the  letters ;  withdrawal  of  the  patent, 
52 ;  died,  1745,  86  :  application  of  his  story  of  the 
"  Spider  and  the  Bee  " 


Tables,  of  treaties,  1326-1731,  v.  882-890 :  of  con- 
temporary sover^gus  from  1689-1714,  476.  476  ;  of 
British  writers  arranged  chronologically,  477- 
488;  chronological  list  of  treaties  from  1732- 
1748,  vL  120:  principal  ofllcers  of  state,  1741-1770, 
820,  821 ;  contemporary  sovereigns,  1714-1788. 
465,  466;  treaty  list,  17^1784,  467,  4ti8;  piin 
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cipal  officers  of  state,  1768-1782,  469  ;  the  flrrowth 
of  the  nationiU  debt,  470-47*i ;  treatiea  from  1787 
to  1802,  vii.  412,  41S ;  population  of  Great  Britain  ; 
of  England  in  1700,  17o0,  and  1801  ;  of  Scotland 
and  Wales  in  ISOl,  all  arranged  by  counties.  414  ; 
contemporary  aovoreigiis  and  rulers,  1781>-1814, 
574,  575;  principal  officers  of  stiite,  1783-1815, 
576,  577;  chronological  table  of  treaties,  18<j2- 
1814.  57S-581  :  the  national  debt,  179:MS15,  6S2 ; 
population  of  Greiit  Hritiiin  in  1811,  tlAtl.;  table  of 
deccujMj«i  BritLsh  writers  of  the  19th  centur>',  viit 
133-138;  list  of  George  IV. 's  ministerB,  June 
1820,  158;  lista  of  the  Canning  cabinet,  1827, 
210  ;  and  the  Grey  ministry,  Doc.  1830,  267 ;  con- 
tcraporai-y  sovereigns  andrulers,  1815-18:^7,  268; 
population  of  the  United  Kingdom.  1821  and 
18;il,  269 :  lists  of  the  Tecl  cabinet,  354  ;  and  of 
the  Melbourne  ministry,  1837,  381  ;  table  of 
ti-eaties,  1815-1850.  382.  383;  and  of  the  national 
debt,  1815-1837  ;  growth  of  the  debt,  .384 ;  chro- 
nological table  of  British  writers  of  the  19th 
century,  487-491 ;  table  of  contemporary  sove- 
reigns, 568,  569;  of  the  population.  1841-1851, 
570  ;  occupations  of  the  people,  1851,  571,  572 ; 
census  of  religious  worships.  572  ;  and  educa- 
tion, 1851,  573  ;  public  income  and  ex]x:nditurc, 
1815-1850,  574  ;  commerce,  575, 

Talavera,  batUe  of,  Julv  28,  1809,  vii.  522,  523 

Talfourd,  T.  N.,  his  eloquent  sjjcech  .it  Heading, 
viii,  108 ;  principles  of  his  copyright  bill,  463, 
464  ;  rejected,  464 

Tallard  oont  as  ambassador  to  the  English  court, 
1698 ;  his  remarks  upon  the  state  of  political 
parties,  v.  209;  negotiates  with  William  111.  the 
terms  of  the  Partition  treaty,  226,  227 ;  ordered 
to  leave  the  Rhine  and  advance  into  Suabia  at 
the  head  of  his  army,  1704,  274  ;  joins  the  Elector 
of  Bavaria,  Aug.  8,  280;  they  encamp  near  the 
Nebel,  281 ;  takes  up  his  head  quarters  at  the 
village  of  Blenheim,  ibid.  ;  faults  in  the  disposi- 
tion of  his  troops,  282 ;  he  leads  the  main  body 
of  the  French  army  ;  is  opposed  by  Marlborough, 
defeated,  and  compelled  to  retreatto  Souderheim, 
where  ho  surrenders  himself,  283;  carried  to 
England  by  Marlborough,  287 

Talleyrand,  Bishop  of  Autun ;  considers  church 
property  to  belong  to  the  nation,  vli.  185  ;  visits 
London  as  the  agent  of  the  French  government ; 
received  with  coldness  and  reserve  ;  returns  to 
Paris ;  again  returns  to  England  on  an  embassy, 
209 ;  which  also  had  a  bad  reception,  210 ;  assist^t 
Bonanarte's  intrigues  for  power,  388 ;  his  corre- 
sptndence  with  Grenville,  387-389 ;  Fox's  nego- 
tiations with,  for  peace,  1806,  469 ;  end  of  the 
negotiations,  470 ;  ^ispected  of  having  revealed 
the  secret  articles  of  Tilsit  to  the  English,  490 ; 
one  of  the  plenipotentiaries  at  the  Congress  of 
Vienna,  viii.  42  et  teq. ;  secretly  negotiates  with 
Castlereagh  and  Mettemich,  44  ;  resigns  his  Pre- 
sidentship of  the  Council,  46 ;  anxious  to  prevent 
capital  punishment,  46,  47 

Talmash  commands  some  troops  sent  against  Brest, 
V.  171 ;  unable  to  land  his  men ;  mortally  wounded 
hi  the  attempt,  1694,  172 

Tatler,  objects,  plan,  and  character  of  Steele's  ; 
started,  1709,  v.  402,  408 

Tea,  formerly  taxed ;  prices  of,  early  part  of  18th 
century,  v.  88,  39 

Toi^mouth,  sacked  by  the  French  imder  Tour- 
Tille,  July  1690,  v.  115 ;  a  subscription  raised  in 
behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of,  116 

Teignmouth,  lord,  as  sir  John  Shore,  he  succeeds 
earl  Comwallis  as  governor-general  of  India,  vii 
377 ;  succeeded  bv  lord  Momington,  1798,  878 

Telford,  Thomas,  his  career  and  great  engineering 
works,  viii.  147 ;  opinion  in  1880  of  the  capabi- 
lities of  the  locomotive  engine,  269 

Temple,  earl,  moves  an  amendment  in  the  address, 
1755,  vi.  209 ;  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  1766. 
218;  desires  to  save  Byng  under  cover  of  the 
king's  name  ;  dismissed  hia  office,  820 ;  lord 
privy  seal,  227;  fails  in  obtaining  the  garter, 
240;  Bupportfs  Pitt's  war  policy,  1761,261;  re^igps 
office,  252;  W^ilkes'  friend;  disapproves  of  "The 
North  Briton's  "  attack  on  the  Scotch,  261 ;  viaitfl 
'Wilkes  in  the  Tower,  262;  dismisaed  hia  lord- 


lieutenancy  of  Buckinghamshire ;  struck  off  the 
privy  coimcil  list,  263  ;  his  share  in  the  negotia- 
tions for  Pitt's  return  to  power,  1766,  277,  27k  ; 
declines  the  king's  offer  of  the  first  lord  of  the 
trcasuryshipi,  g85  ;  suggested  to  bo  the  author  of 
"Junius,"  295,  296,  298;  lord-lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, 1782,  450;  secretary  of  state,  1788;  differs 
with  Pitt;  resigns,  \ii.  139 

Tennyson,  Alfred,  his  poetry,  viii.  480,  481 

Tes-sd,  marshal,  joins  Philip  V. ;  with  him  invades 
Catalonia,  1706,  v.  297  ;  raises  the  siege  of  Barce- 
lona, 298 

Test  Act,  William  proposes,  without  avail,  the 
repeal  of  the,  1689,  v.  73 ;  repeal  of,  suggested, 
1730,  vi.  62,  63 ;  again  in  1772,  328;  in  1790,  vii. 
187  ;  repealed,  1828,  viii.  232,  2;i3 

Tcjiiham,  Henry  Francis,  lord,  liia  reform  plans 
and  suggestions,  viii.  311 

Tliiickeniy,  W.  M.,  voluminouaness  and  character 
of  his  novels,  viii.  475,  479 

Theatre.     See  Drama. 

ThclwaU,  John,  arrested  on  a  charge  of  high  treason, 
vii.  300;  trial  of;  defended  by  Ersklue  and 
acquitted,  808 

Thiers,  M  ,  his  remarks  on  Wellington,  Tii.  529; 
president  of  the  tVench  council,  viii.  430;  his 
warlike  tone  towards  England,  430,  434,  435 ;  the 
king  refusing  to  acquiesce  in  his  hostile  speech 
to  be  delivered  to  the  chambers,  he  resigns,  435 

Thistle,  order  of  the,  revived  by  queen  Anne,  1 708  : 
statutes  of  the,  broken  by  Oeorgea  I.  and  IV.,  v. 
827 

Thistlewood,  Arthur,  a  Spencean  fanatic,  viii.  75  ; 
one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Spa  fields  reformera,  76  ; 
antecedents  of,  viii.  160  ;  conspires  to  assassinate 
the  cabinet  ministers ;  his  plot  discovered,  and 
himself  tried,  and  executed,  1820,  160,  161 

Thom,  J.  N..  his  earlier  career;  imprisoned,  viii. 
412;  released  by  lord  John  RusseU,  412,  413; 
proclaims  himself  the  Messiah  at  Boughton,  418 ; 
rouses  the  people,  413,  414 ;  his  three  days'  march, 
414-416;  the  tragedy  of  Bosenden  Wood,  415, 
417  ;  slain  in  the  encounter,  416 

Thomson,  James,  his  "  Castle  of  Indolenoe,"  pub- 
lished, 1748  ;  died  same  year,  vii.  87 

Thomson,  C.  P.,  vice-president  of  the  board  of 
trade,  and  treasurer  of  the  navy,  1830,  viii.  267 ; 
his  remarks  on  Peel's  repeal  of  the  house  tax,  1834, 
347  ;  president  of  the  Ixmrd  of  trade,  347,  381 

ThomhiU,  sir  J. ,  his  roof  paintings,  v.  463  ;  opens 
an  academv  of  painting,  1724,  vii.  67  ;  suggests  a 
plan  for  a  KojtiI  Academy,  68 

Thurlow,  Edward,  attomey-generaL  vi.  339;  lord 
chancellor,  1778-1792.  388,  469  ;  vii.  576 ;  opposes 
Burke's  Economical  Reform  bill,  vi.  489 ;  and  the 
contractors'  and  revenue  officers'  bills,  440 ;  op- 
poses Fox's  Libel  bill  in  the  House  of  Lords,  vii. 
212,  213  ;  becoming  obnoxious  to  the  ministry  ho 
is  compelled  to  g^ve  up  the  great  seal,  1792,  218 

Ticonderoga,  British  attack  on,  1758,  repulsed,  vi 
233  ;  surprised  by  the  Americans,  1776,  850,  851 ; 
re-captured  by  BurgojTie,  1777,  379 

Tielmans,  tried  for  conspiring  against  the  Nether- 
lands government ;  found  guilty  ;  banished, 
1830,  viU.  257 

Tiei-ney,  George,  opposes  Pitt's  income  tax  scheme, 
1798,  vii.  859,  860 ;  his  conduct  in  the  Caroline 
debate  of,  1820,  viii.  162, 166 ;  master  of  the  Mint, 
210 

Tilsit,  treaty  of,  July.  1807,  vii.  488,  489,  679 

Tin  mines  and  manufactories,  v.  IS 

Tinville,  Fouquier,  furious  real  shovni  by,  as  public 
accuser,  vii.  272,  273  ;  executed  1796,  821 

Tippoo  Saib,  son  of  Hyder  All ;  concludes  a  peace 
with  the  British,  vii.  134;  wars  against  the 
British  under  Comwallia,  1790,  1791;  defeated 
May  16,  1791 ;  surrenders  Seringapatam,  Feb. 
1792,  and  concludes  a  peace.  Mar.  19,  268,  269 ; 
Bonaparte's  letter  to,  1799,  377;  he  relies  upon 
assistance  from  the  French  ;  general  Harris 
enters  his  territory  of  Mysore,  Mar.  6,  1799.  878  ; 
Seringapatam  stormed  and  Tippoo  slain.  May  4, 
879 ;  division  of  his  territory,  ibid. 

Tooqueville,  his  remarks  on  the  public  c^inion  re- 
specting the  French  revolution,  vii  182  ;  and  the 
French  national  character,  288  - 
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Tolontino,  treaty  oi.  Fob.  19, 1707,  vU.  412 

Tuloration  Act,  passed  1689,  v.  73  ;  an  imperfect 
boon,  73.  74 

Tone,  Wolfe,  captured ;  sentenced  to  death ;  com- 
mits suicide ;  died  Not.  19,  1T96,  vii.  StiS 

Tomline,  bishop.    See  Pretjman. 

Tooke,  Home,  arrested  on  a  ohaive  of  Mgh  treason, 
vii.  300 ;  trial  of,  302 ;  defended  by  Erakine  and 
acquitted,  303 

Torgau,  batUe  of,  1760,  vi.  240 
'Torres    Vedras,  construction  of,  and  events  con- 
nected with  Wellington's  Unes  of,  vii.  529^532 

Torrington,  earl  of,  sent  out  to  fight  the  French ; 
defeated  off  Beachy  Head,  June  1690 ;  his  base- 
ness and  hesitating  conduct,  v.  Ill 

Toulon,  besieged  by  the  allies,  1707,  v.  332  ;  nego- 
tiations of  the  rojraliste  of,  with  lord  Hood,  vii. 
!286:  the  fleet  and  harbour  surrendored  to  the 
British.  287 ;  poUtical  opinions  of  its  inhabitants, 
287,  288  ;  besieged  by  the  republicans,  2S7-290  ; 
the  British  compelled  to  evacuate  the  place,  290 ; 
republican  barbarities,  200-292 

Toumay,  surrendered  to  the  allies,  1709,  v.  343 ;  in- 
vested by  the  BYench,  1746,  vi  213 

Toiu-ville,  count  de,  a  f^Vench  admiral ;  defeats  Tor- 
rington off  Beachy  Head,  June  30,  1690,  v.  Ill ; 
anchors  off  Torbay,  July  22,  land.s  his  troops  at 
Veignmouth  and  devastates  the  village,  113  ;  sails 
for  France,  116 ;  defeated  by  Russell  off  La  Hogue, 
May  19,  1692, 149 ;  his  fleet,  having  assembled,  is 
ogfldn  dispersed  cm  the  23rd  by  admiral  Rooke, 
150 ;  joins  the  Toulon  fleet,  166 ;  sails  into  the 
Mediterranean,  171 

Townley,  colonel  in  the  Pretender's  army ;  tried,  vi. 
172  ;  executed  1746,  173. 

Townley,  Charles,  his  collection  of  sculpture ;  bought 
for  the  British  Museum,  1805,  viii.  150 

Townshend,  lord  Charles,  his  fear  that  France  will 
render  aid  to  the  Pretender,  vi.  17 ;  disagrees 
with  ytanhope  ,*  dismissed  from  his  office  of  se- 
cretory of  state ;  offered  the  lord  lieutenancy  of 
Ireland,  S8 ;  which  he  reluctantly  accepts,  29 ; 
but  is  dismissed  from  it  April  3,  1717,  30;  ap- 
pointed secretary  of  state  in  room  of  earl  Stim- 
nope,  1721,  46 ;  accompanies  George  I.  to  Han- 
over, 1727,  66,  67  ;  quarrels  with  Walpole ;  resigns 
office,  61 ;  and  retires  to  the  country,  62. 

Townshend,  brigadier-general,  comj^otes  Wolfe's 
victory  before  Quebec,  1750,  vi.  238,  239 

Townshend,  Charles,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
1766.  vi.  286,  321 ;  his  astonishment  at  Pitt's 
Iiolitical  schemes,  286,  286 ;  dies  of  fever,  1768,  288 

Townshend,  Thomas,  draws  attention  to  the  tardi- 
ness of  action  by  the  navy  authorities,  1778,  vi. 
392;  secretary  of  state,  1782,  450,  469 

Tnifalgar,  battle  of.  Oct.  21, 1805,  vi.  446-448 

Traitorous  correspondence  bill  passed  1744  ;  debate 
on  it,  vi.  115, 116;  another  introduced,  1793,  and 
passed  in  a  modified  form,  vii.  267 ;  debate  on, 
•i67,  270. 

Travancore,  ngah  of,  attacked  by  Tippoo,  vii.  258 ; 
wars  against  Britain,  1807-1809,  viii.  212,  213 

Travelling,  custom  of  resorting  to  the  seaside  for 
pleasure  a  modem  one,  v.  8 ;  horror  o^  in  a  hilly 
country,  ibid. ;  partly  caused  by  the  bod  roods, 
temp,  queen  Anno,  9 ;  Batii  and  Tunbridge  Wells, 
the  principal  resorts  of  pleasure  seekers,  9,  10  ; 
in  Torkshire.  temp.  Q.  Anne,  26  ;  bod  state  of  the 
rood  between  London  and  Kensington,  1736,  vi. 
84 :  stage  coaches,  tnns^  and  travelling  accommo- 
dation about  1737,  vii.  91 ;  dangers  from  highway- 
men, drunken  drivers,  and  rapid  coaching,  92 ; 
flrst  moU  coach  started  (1784)  by  Mr.  Palmer,  93 

Treasonable  Attempts  bill  passed  1796 ;  its  objects ; 
debate  on  it,  vii.  323,  324 

Treason,  biUs  for  regulating  trials  in  cases  of  high, 
brought  forward ;  not  passed,  1602,  v.  146 ;  passed 
1695  ;  lord  Ashley's  speech  on,  186 

Treaties,  chronological  table  of,  and  the  wars  con- 
nected with  them,  from  1826  to  1781,  v.  382-390 ; 
from  1732  to  1748,  vi.  120 ;  from  1750  to  1784,  467, 
468 ;  flrom  1787  to  June  25.  1802.  vii.  412,  413  ; 
from  1802  to  1814,  678-681 ;  from  1816  to  1850,  vilL 
882,  383 

Trevor,  sir  John,  master  of  the  rolls :  parliamentary 
conniption  commenced  by»  v.   102;   receives  a 


thousand  guinea  brilie  for  assisting  in  pa.«iRing 
the  Orphans  act ;  he  is  discovered,  ft»und  guilty, 
and  expelled  the  House  of  Commons,  of  which  he 
was  the  speaker,  177 

Trichonopoly  defended  by  Mahomed  Ali,  vi.  203  ; 
the  siege  raised  by  the  British,  205 

Triennial  bill  intioduced,  and  passed  by  both 
Houses,  1693 ;  but  vetoed  by  the  king ;  becomes 
law,  1694,  V.  169,  173 

Triple  Alliance,  the,  conchidcd,  Jan.  4,  1717,  vi.  29 

Tnigoff,  admiral,  commands  the  Toulon  fleet, 
1793 ;  on  anti-revolutionist,  vii.  286 

Troppau,  Congress  of,  Oct.  20,  1820,  viii.  382 

Trotter,  the  navy  paymaster ;  his  evidence  against 
lord  Melville,  1805,  vii.  439 

Tmmbull,  sir  William;  ambassador  and  secretary 
of  state ;  first  encouragcr  of  Pope's  jxietical 
talents,  v.  416 

Tuileries,  attack  on  the,  Aug.  1792,  vii.  225,  226 

Tullibordino,  marquis,  joins  the  Scotch  insurrection 
of  1716,  vi.  8 ;  and  the  earl  marischaVs  expedition, 
1719,  36;  accompanies  Charles  Edward  in  his 
descent  upon  Scotland,  121 ;  raises  the  Pretender's 
standard,  Aug.  19.  1746, 124 

Turin  invested  by  the  French,  1706;  prince  Eugene 
compels  them  to  raise  the  siege,  v.  300 

Turner,  bishop  of  Ely,  enters  into  Jocobltical  in- 
trigues, V.  124 ;  implicated  by  Preston  in  his  plot, 
126 

Turner,  J.  W.  M.  ;  character  of  his  principal 
pictiu'es,  viii.  163,  164;  his  early  iwpularfty, 
164 ;  style  of  his  earlier  crater  colour  paintings, 
165 

Turnpikes,  laws  relating  to,  amended  uid  consoli- 
dated, in  consequence  of  the  Rebecca  riots,  viii. 
506 

Tyrawley,  lord,  placed  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  give  evidence  on  the  Spanish  war, 
V.  868 

Tyrconnel ;  his  schemes  in  favour  of  James  II.,  v. 
80 ;  puts  Ireland  into  a  state  of  defence,  ibid.  ; 
domineers  over  the  Irish  protestants,  and  places 
the  power  of  the  kingdom  in  the  hands  of  the 
papists,  81 ;  assiunes  the  viceroy  slilp  of  Ireland 
under  James,  1691, 127 


Ulm  capitulated  to  the  allies,  Sept.  12,  1704,  v. 
287 ;  peace  of,  July  3,  1620,  386 ;  besieged  by 
Napoleon  ;  to  whom  it  is  surrendered  by  Mack, 
Oct.  20,  1806,  vii.  444,  446 

Union,  Anne  empowered  by  parliament  to  negotiate 
for  a,  with  Scotland,  1702,  v.  269, 260;  progress  of 
the  negotiations  ;  debates  and  speeches ;  national 
feelings  elicited,  311-328;  the  act  of  union  re- 
ceived the  royal  assent,  March  6, 1787,  328 

Union  with  Ireland  proposed  in  George  III.'s  mes- 
sage to  parliament,  Jan.  22,  1799,  vii.  360 :  pro- 
gress of  the  bill  for;  debates,  dec,  369-376; 
completed,  1800,  376 

United  Irishmen,  the,  oz^ganieed ;  they  scheme  a 
rebellion,  vii.  862, 863  ;  narrative  of  the  rebellion, 
363-369 

University  of  London  opened,  1828,  viii.  231 ;  de- 
bate on  the  motion  for  granting  a  charter  to  the ; 
the  motion  carried,  1835 ;  various  names  applied 
to  the  Institution,  367 

Utrecht,  commencement  of  negotiations  at,  1711, 
V.  881 ;  union  of,  Jan.  22,  1679.  385 ;  terms  of  the 
peace  announced  to  parUament,  394,  396 ;  treaty 
of,  signed  by  Great  Britain,  France,  Savoy,  Por- 
tugal. Prussia  and  the  States-General,  April  11, 
and  by  Spain,  July  13,  1713 ;  conditions  of  the 
treatv,  389-397 

Uxbridge,  lord,  leads  the  English  cavalry  at 
Quatre  Bias,  viii.  30  *  his  leg  shot  off  at  Water- 
loo, 86 


Vaoctnation  discovered  by  E.  Jenner :  the  great 
good  that  has  resulted  from  its  practice,  viii.  130, 
131 

Vagrancy  laws,  hardships  of  the,  on  the  i>oor,  viii. 
67 

Ycilen^ay,  treaty  of,  Dec.  8,  1818,  vii.^^80  j 
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Valencia  besieged  by  Philip,  v.  296;  stratagems 
employed  by  Peterborough  in  accomplishiug  its 
relief,  296,  297 

Valenciennes,  siege  of ;  and  capitulation  to  the 
aUies,  July  28,  1793,  vii,  282 

Valmy,  due  de.     See  Kellermann. 

Valmy,  battle  of.  Sept  20,  1792,  vii.  234 

Vanbrugh,  sir  John,  commences  the  Blenheim 
■palace,  1705,  v.  804  ;  begins  his  practice  as  archi- 
tect in  his  36th  year,  with  Castle  Howard,  455  ; 
his  chief  works ;  their  character  condemned  by 
the  wits  and  essayists,  but  properly  appreciated 
by  sir  J.  Reynolds.  456 

Vandamme,  general,  repulsed  by  Abercromby  in 
Holland,  1799,  vii.  386;  defeated  and  taken 
prisoner  at  the  battle  of  the  Katzbach,  1813, 
568 

Vandeveldes,  their  sea  paintings;  they  found  a 
school  of  painting,  v.  468 

Vansittart,  Nichol^  as  British  envoy  attempts  to 
avert  a  war  with  Denmark,  1801,  vii.  402  ;  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  1812-1820,  677,  viii.  158  ; 
unwilling  to  believe  that  the  ai^nexation  of  Sax- 
ony to  Prusssia  had  been  consented  to  by  Bri- 
tish ministers,  viii.  43 

Vauxhall  gardens,  company  and  amusement  of, 
18th  century,  contrasted  with  those  of  Ranelagh, 
vii.  96-98 

VeUore,  mutiny  at,  1806,  vii.  462,  463 

Venddme,  duke  of,  commands  the  French  army  in 
the  Netherlands,  1707,  v.  382  ;  and  the  one  sent 
against  Brabant,  1708,  335;  his  incredulity  re- 
garding Marlborough's  quick  march  of  July  11, 
1708 ;  he  is  defeated  by  aim  the  same  day,  337 ; 
commands  Philip  V.'s  army ;  defeats  Stanhope 
and  Staremberg,  367 

Venice  entered  by  the  French,  May  16,  1797,  vii 
343  ;  cession  of,  to  Austria,  1797,  346,  347 

Venloo  carried  by  storm  by  the  English,  Sept.  18, 
1702,  V.  260 

Verdun  capitulated  to  the  Prussians,  Sept.  2,  179'J, 
vii.  234 

Vergcnnes,  count  de,  French  minister  for  foreign 
affairs;  his  interview  with  Franklin  and  Lee, 
1776,  vi.  372 ;  with  Steuben,  1777,  376,  377 ;  and 
with  Mr.  Oswald,  Shelbum's  agent,  1782,  450  ; 
offended  at  the  United  States  signing  a  peace  with- 
out obtaining  the  consent  of  France,  457,  458 

Vergniaud,  an  eloquent  Girondin,  vii.  205 ;  obtains 
a  draft  of  a  decree  for  forming  the  national  con- 
vention, 226  ;  his  war-cry  against  the  Prussians, 
1792,  228 ;  proposes  to  obtain  the  people's  judg- 
ment on  the  sentence  passed  against  Louis  aVI.  ; 
votes  the  king's  death  251 ;  as  president  of  the 
convention  declxurs  the  sentence  of  death  against 
Louis,  252 ;  interferes  in  behalf  of  Mrs.  Elliott, 
on  her  being  arrested,  1793,  270  ;  executed,  Oct. 
31,  1793.  298 

Vernon,  Edward,  vice-admiral ;  takes  Porto  Bello ; 
despatched  against  the  Spanish  Amcriciui  posses- 
sions ;  advises  the  captuie  of  Carthagena,  vi.  98  ; 
renders  no  assistance  to  general  Wontwortli, 
99 ;  boasts  of  having  destroyed  all  the  enemy's 
castles,  100 

Verona,  congress  of,  Aug.  26,  1822,  viii.  382 

Verrio,  his  ceiling  paintings,  v.  447.  463 

Victor,  marshal,  with  Macdon^d,  defeated  by 
Suwarroff  at  Trebbia,  1799,  viL  382  ;  defeated  by 
Melas,  ISOO,  395  ;  retreats  from  Talavera  to  Tor- 
rijos ;  joined  by  Sebastiani  and  king  Joseph,  1809, 
522,  523 

Victor  Amadeus  II.  of  Savoy  joins  the  confederacy 
against  Fnmce  ;  his  war  with  the  French,  v.  123  ; 
his  despair  at  the  devastation  of  his  country  by 
the  French ;  Schomberg  sent  to  cheer  him,  127  ; 
defeated  at  Marsiglia,  166 ;  makes  peace  with 
lYance,  195 ;  thus  losing  his  chance  to  the  Eng- 
lish crown  ;  marries  Anne  Marie  of  Orleans  a 
descendant  of  Charles  I.  of  England.  241 ;  Anne 
requests  subsidies  for  him,  267 ;  besieged  In 
Turin  by  the  French,  1706,  300  ;  joins  the  allies 
in  a  campaign  against  France,  1707 ;  ineffectually 
bombards  Toulon,  332 :  signs  the  ti-eaty  of 
Utrecht ;  Sicily,  and  a  clfdm  to  the  Spanish  suc- 
cession, yielded  to,  397 :  reigned  as  Tting  ©f  Sar- 
dinia, 1720-1730,  vL  466 


Victoria,  queen,  daughtef  of  Hie  duke  and  duchess 
of  Ken^  bom  May  24,  1819,  viii.  97  ;  she  succeeds 
to  the  throne  on  tiie  death  of  her  uncle,  William 
IV.,  June  20,  1887  ;  her  demeanour  and  appear- 
ance at  the  audience  with  the  privy  coimcil,  379. 
380 ;  meets  her  parliament ;  enthusiastically  re- 
ceived; her  speech;  general  feeling  of  loyalty 
towards,  and  attachment  to  ;  opens  her  new  par- 
hament,  405  ;  her  speech,  404,  496 ;  her  coftana- 
tion,  409,  410 ;  opens  parliament,  1839 ;  speech, 
417  ;  refuses  to  accede  to  sir  R  Peers  request  to 
dismiss  her  ladies  of  the  bedchamber,  420 ;  ap- 
probation of  her  conduct  manifested  by  some, 
420,  421 ;  and  aspersions  thrown  on  her  behavioxir 
by  others,  421 ;  marries  prince  Albert,  426  ;  her 
life  attempted  by  Oxford,  428  ;  speech  on  prorogru- 
ing  parliament,  429  ;  speedi  on  opening  parlia- 
ment by  commission,  439;  her  answer  to  the 
amendment  of  the  address,  440,  441 ;  birth  erf  her 
first  child ;  and  of  the  prince  of  Wales ;  speech  on 
opening  the  parliamentary  s^sion,  1842,  493 ; 
two  attempts  on  her  life  by  Francis  and  Bean ; 
bill  passed  for  better  protecting  her  person  ; 
speech  on  proroguing  parhament,  497  ;  speech. 

1844,  611  ;  visited  by  Louis  Philippe,  522;  speech, 

1845,  524  ;  with  prince  Albert  visits  Germany, 
530 ;  offers  the  premiership  to  lord  J.  RussoU, 
533,  634;  her  parting  interview  with  sir  R. 
Peel,  534  ;  speedi,  1846,  636 ;  prorogues  parlia- 
ment ;  speech,  652 ;  speech,  1849,  662,  563 

Vienna  entered  by  the  French,  1805,  vU.  449,  450 ; 
and  May,  1809,  515 

Vienna,  congress  of,  1815,  42-44 

Vienna,  treaty  of,  April  30,  1725,  v.  389,  390 ;  the 
treaty  of  alliance  of,  March  16,  1731,  390 ;  vL  60  ; 
peace  of,  Nov.  18,  1738,  77,  78,  120;  peace  of, 
Oct.  14,  1809,  vii.  616,  617,  579 ;  ti-eaty  of,  Maivh 
23,  1816  ;  federative  constitution  signed  at,  June, 
1815 ;  convention  entered  into  at,  Aug.  1816,  viii. 
382 

Villadaria,  marquis  of,  captain-general  of  Anda- 
lusia ;  opposes  sir  Geoi^ge  Rooke  and  duke  of 
Ormond,  1702,  v.  261 ;  sent  to  recapture  Gibral- 
tar, meets  with  no  success,  and  is  superseded  by 
De  Pontis,  292 

Vilhu^  marshal,  concludes  a  negotiation  with 
Cavaher,  the  le^er  of  the  Camisanis,  or  revolted 
Protestants  of  the  Cevennes,  1704,  v.  265  ;  unites 
his  army  with  Marsin's,  1706,  301 ;  opposes  him- 
self between  the  allies  and  France,  17u9 ;  follows 
them  after  the  siege  of  Toumay;  encamps  at 
Malplaquet,  343  ;  defeated  by  Marlborough  at 
that  place,  344  ;  constructs  a  seri^  of  fortified 
lines,  which  are  forced  by  Marlborough,  1711, 
nut^thstanding  the  superiority  of  his  Frcndi 
army,  376  ;  opposes  the  alliod  army,  1712  ;  corre- 
sponds secretly  with  Ormond,  392 ;  defeata  prince 
Eugene  at  Denain,  July  24,  393 

Villeueuve,  admiral  of  the  Toulon  fleet ;  chased  by 
Nelson  to  the  West  Indies,  and  bock  to  Ehirope, 
vii.  441 ;  where  he  engages  with  sir  R.  Calder, 
JtUy  22,  1805,  442 ;  ordered  by  Napoleon  to  enter 
the  Mediterranean  and  proceed  to  Toulon  ;  in 
executing  which  ho  is  defeated  by  Nelson  at 
Trjifalgar,  446-448 

Villeroy  succeeds  Luxemburv  as  general  of  tlie 
French  army,  v.  178 ;  ti^es  DixmuJ-de  and 
Deynse,  and  attacks  \¥illiam  before  Namur,  179  ; 
retires,  180  ;  attacks  prince  Eugene,  but  is  re- 
pulsed, 1700,  250;  appointed  to  command  a  de- 
tachment of  the  Frencli  army  in  the  campaign  of 
1704,  274 ;  ordered  to  follow  Marlborou^  who 

S' ves  him  the  slip  near  the  Moselle,  275 ;  threatens 
orlborough  before  Landau,  287  ;  takes  Huy  and 
invests  Liege,  1705,  302  ;  retreats  before  Marl- 
borough within  the  French  lines,  ibid.  ;  Marl- 
lx)rough  follows  and  forces  the  lines;  Villeroy 
then  retreats  beyond  the  Dyle,  304 ;  his  positicai. 
May  23,  1706,  308 ;  defeated  by  Marlborough  at 
the  battle  of  Ramillies,  309 ;  retreats  to  Louvain. 
ibid. 
Vimiero,  battieof,  Aug.  21,  1808,  vii.  502 
Vinegar  Hill,  battle  of,  near  Enniscorthy,  1798,  viL 

365 
Vittoria,  battie  of,  June  21,  1813,  vu.  562 
Volunteers ;  earl  of  Shelbiune's  circular  proposing 
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the  raisixig  of,  1782,  vii.  442,  443 ;  spontaneoiuly 
raiBed  by  the  Irish.  1779,  444:  strength  of,  in 
Ireland,  1782,  446  ;  formation  of  corps  of,  encou- 
rased  by  goiremment,  17M,  804 ;  imperfectly 
aiocd  by  the  government,  17d8,  360;  rapid  enrol- 
ment of,  in  July  and  August,  1808,  427  ;  total 
number  in  November,  428 ;  Pitt  and  the  volun- 
teers at  Walmer,  ibid. ;  general  organization  of, 
throuffhout  England  and  Scotland ;  reviewed  by 
the  kmg  at  Hyde  Park  and  elsewhere,  429  ;  de- 
bate on  the  volunteer  system ;.  it  is  supported  by 
Pitt,  429,  430 ;  feebly  aided  by  the  minlBters,  480  ; 
abstract  of  a  list  of  yeomanry  and  volunteer 
corps,  Dec.  1808,  484 
Vyvyan,  sir  Richard,  moves  for  the  rejection  of  the 
Refoi-m  bill,  1881,  vili.  275  ;  speech  of,  on  the 
Municipal  Reform  bill,  1885,  868 


Wade,  general,  carries  off  Oyllenberg's  papers,  vi. 
29 ;  quells  a  riot  at  Glasgow,  1725,  53 ;  evidence 
of,  on  the  Porteous  riots,  1786,  88 ;  sends  troops 
imder  Oglethorpe  to  pursue  the  rebels  of  1746, 
157  ;  ordered  to  return  to  Newcastle,  159 

Wagers,  act  to  prevent,  passed,  1708,  v.  841 

Wages,  income  and,  of  various  classes  in  the  time 
of  queen  Anne,  v.  49,  50 ;  of  the  out-door  agricul- 
txvnl  labourer,  50 ;  combinations  of  labourers  to 
demand  a  rise  In,  in  Edward  lll.'s  reign,  vi.  184, 
185 ;  the  relation  between  master  and  man  in 
the  question  of,  185,  186 

Wagrani,  battle  of,  July  5,  1809,  vil  516 

Walcheren,  narrative  of  the  expedition  against, 
1809,  vil.  517-521 

Waldeck,  prince  of,  conduct  of,  at  the  batUe  of 
Fontonoy,  1745,  vi.  114 

Waldegrave,  lord,  character  of  George  III.  as  pour- 
trayed  by,  vi.  241,  242 

Waldegrave,  lady,  marries  the  duke  of  Glouces- 
ter, vi.  830 ;  letter  of,  to  her  father,  sir  E.  Wal- 
pole,  on  her  position  as  duchess  of  Gloucester, 
331,  332 

Wale,  a  sign  painter;  hia  portrait  of  Shakspere,  vii. 
70 

Walker,  Andrew,  woods  the  Devil's  Acre ;  founder 
of  the  London  ragged  schoola,  viii.  399 

Walker,  George,  a  presbyterian  minister,  one  of 
the  principal  defenders  of  Londonderry,  v.  82, 
tt  it€q. ;  appointed,  with  Baker,  to  succeed  Limdy 
as  governor  of  Londonderry  during  the  siege,  83  ; 
sLiin  at  the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  Jiily  1,  1690,  108 

Walker,  Jame»,  Yauxhall  bridge  designed  and  oxe- 
ctitod  by,  viii.  148 

Walraoden,  count,  commands  Uie  English  army  in 
Hjuiover,  1794,  vii.  318;  defeated  by  Pichegru, 
314 

Wiilpole,  Robert,  succeeds  St  John  as  secretary  at 
war,  1708,  v.  335 ;  his  argument  in  applying  the 
principle  of  resistance  to  the  general  doctrine  of 
the  subjects'  obedience,  351  ;  ho  is  elected  a 
member  of  queen  Anne's  third  parliament,  which 
met  Nov.  25,  1710,  364;  defends  Steele  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  399 ;  his  contempt  for  litera- 
ture, 414;  condenms  Vanbrugh's  architecture, 
456  ;  impeaches  BoUngbroke  of  high  ti-cason, 
June  9,  1715,  vi.  5 ;  moves  the  adjournment  of 
the  House  to  prevent  ihe  appeal  for  mercy 
towards  the  rebel  lorda,  20 ;  cnanicter  of  liis 
ministerial  government,  26,  27 ;  resigns  the 
cbanccUorship  of  exchequer,  SO ;  opi)08e8  an 
address  of  thanks,  1718,  35 ;  opposed  the  Peerage 
bill,  1719,  38;  his  prudence  during  the  South  Sea 
Kchemo,  42 ;  called  upon  to  retrieve  the  national 
credit,  43 ;  again  becomes  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, 1721,  46  ;  cancels  Wood's  patent  for  a 
copj)er  coinage,  52;  his  interview  with  George 
II.  annoxmcing  George  I.'s  death,  57 ;  prefmres 
the  royal  speech  for  sir  S.  Ck>mpton,  the  minister 
elect ;  is  confirmed  in  power  by  bribing  the  king, 
58 ;  quarrels  with  Townshend :  becomes  supreme 
in  the  administration,  61 ;  successfully  repulses 
the  attempts  of  the  Dissenters  to  obtain  a  repeal 
of  the  Corporation  and  Test  Acts,  62,  63  ;  revives 
the  salt  duty,  1782,  68 ;  his  warehousing  system 
for  the  prevention  of   smuggling ;    his   excise 


scheme,  69 ;  narrowly  escapes  being  mobbed,  70  ; 
debate  upon  the  excise  scheme ;  it  fiiils  in  pass- 
ing, 71 ;  maintains  the  policy  of  neutrality  in  the 
wars  of  1734,  72 ;  advantages  obtahicd  thereby, 
ibid. ;  his  character  as  given  by  Wyndham,  73, 
74 ;  his  character  of  Bobngbroke,  74-76 ;  attends 
the  queen  during  her  Last  illness,  86 ;  fears  the  loss 
of  power  in  consequence  of  her  death,  87 ;  not  a 
patron  of  letters,  89  ;  proposes  to  enlarge  the 
lord  chamberlain's  powers  in  reference  to  plays, 
ibid. ;  brings  forwara  his  bill  for  licensing  plays, 
90 ;  driven  into  a  war  with  Spain ;  persists  iu 
keeping  office,  92;  reproves  sur  W.  Wyndham, 
95 ;  his  struggle  to  retain  power;  he  is  deserted 
by  the  duke  of  Argyle,  whom  he  dismisses  from 
all  his  employment,  96 ;  regarded  with  jealousy 
by  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  97 ;  endeavours  to 
prevent  the  war  with  Spain,  101 ;  Mr.  Sandys  per- 
suades the  king  to  remove  him  from  office ;  Wal- 
pole's  defence.  102  ;  the  motion  is  negatived ;  his 
unpop\ilarity  increases ;  he  resigns,  Fob.  1, 1742  ; 
created  earl  of  Orford,  103 ;  a  parliamentary  in- 

auiryismade  into  his  administration ;  he  passes 
Irough  the  ordeal,  ibid. ;  he  is  carried  about  in 
effigy  by  the  mob,  107 ;  anecdote  of,  108 ;  died 
Mar.  1745,  113 

Walton,  captain,  his  conduct  in  the  battle  w\th  the 
Spanish  flee^  1718,  and  model  despatch  to  his 
admiral,  vi.  84 

Ward,  James,  an  animal  painter,  viii.  155 

Ward,  M.P.  for  St  Alban's;  his  intended  Irish 
church  motions,  viii.  343 

Wardle.  colonel,  causes  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
the  duke  of  York's  conduct  as  commander-in- 
chief,  1809,  vii.  508  ;  popularity j  subsequent  con- 
tempt for,  510 

Warner,  Rev.  Dr.,  manners  of ;  as  evidence  of  those 
of  the  clei^gy  of  his  day,  vii.  110 

Warren,  sir  J.  ,B.,  commands  the  squadron  sent 
against  Quiberon,  1795,  vil.  320 ;  engages  the 
French  off  Ireland,  Oct  1798,  368 

Warsaw,  alliance  of.  Mar.  31, 1683,  v.  388  ;  treaty  of, 
Feb.  24,  1768,  vi.  467 ;  defended  by  Kosciusko, 
1794,  vii.  315 ;  entered  by  the  French,  18t7,  481 

Washington,  George,  bom  1732,  vi.  207 ;  his  early 
career;  becomes  adjutant-general;  unsuccess- 
fully defends  the  British  posts  on  the  Ohio; 
serves  under  general  Braddock,  1755,  ibid. ;  his 
opinion  of  American  affairs,  1774,  342 ;  his  view 
of  civil  war,  351 ;  appointed  commander-in-chief 
of  the  United  States  army,  1775,  355 ;  his  charac- 
ter ;  refuses  all  pay  but  the  discharge  of  ex- 
penses, 356 ;  composition  of  his  army ;  arrives  at 
Boston,  July  3,  ibid. ;  blockades  the  town,  359 ; 
his  impatience  :  makes  preparations  for  an  attack, 
362 ;  tne  British  evacuate  the  place.  Mar.  17, 1776, 
363  ;  refuses  Howe's  letter  to  him,  1776,  869,  370 ; 
retreats  before  Comwallis  ;  crosses  the  Delaware 
and  destroys  the  boats,  thus  hindering  his  p»u-- 
sucr's  passage ;  surprises  the  Hessians  at  Trenton  ; 
retreats  to  Princetown,  371 :  there  defeats  a  body 
of  British  troops  ;  his  high  militarj'  qualities  dis- 
played in  the  campaign,  872 ;  perplexed  at  Howe's 
conduct ;  marches  to  oppose  him  at  Philadelphia, 
378:  goes  into  winter  quarters  at  Valley  Forgo; 
sufferings  of  his  army  from  want  of  food  and 
clothing,  383 :  aupurs  new  difficulties  and  greater 
struggles,  399 ;  remonstrates  against  Comwallis's 
Xuroceedings,  412 ;  receives  a  commission  of  lleute- 
lumt-general  in  the  French  service,  1780,  413; 
Clinton  demands  Andre's  release  from,  415 ;  con- 
firms the  sentence  passed  upon  Andr^  by  a  court 
martial ;  defence  oihis  conauct  for  so  doing,  416 ; 
his  difficulties  in  sustaining  his  army,  422; 
anxiety  for  the  arrivid  of  De  Grasse's  fleet ;  on 
hearing  that  it  had  gone  to  the  Chesapeake  he 
changes  his  plan  of  operations  and  also  marches 
thither ;  his  able  management  of  the  march,  426  : 
siege,  427 ;  and  capitulation  of  Comwallis,  428  ; 
bcaueaths  his  swords  to  his  sons,  462 ;  bids  fare- 
well to  his  army,  462,  463 ;  and  retires  into  pri- 
vate life  ;  resigned  his  commission,  Dec.  20,  1782. 
463 ;  retires  from  the  presidency  of  the  United 
States,  Dec.  1796;  alarmed  at  the  party  spirit 
rising  in  the  States,  vii.  330,  331 ;  President  of 
the  United  States,  1789-1797,  575 
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Washington,  British  attack  on,  Aug.  1814,  viii. 
14,  15 

Watchmen-     Sec  Police,  v.  4f> 

Waterford  capituLites  to  WilUam  III.,  Jiily  21, 1690. 
V.  115 

Waterloo,  battle  of,  June  18,  1815,  viii.  30-87 

Watson,  admiral,  co-operatcii  with  Clive  in  destroy- 
ing the  piratoH  of  Gheriah,  and  in  the  re-capturo 
of  Calcutta,  1757,  vi.  224;  refuses  to  sign  (Jlive'a 
false  treaty,  226 

Watson,  bishop,  opposes  a  free  trade  between  Eng- 
land and  hYance,  fearing  the  tatter's  pre-eminence 
in  a  commercial  contest,  vii.  59- 

Watson,  sen.,  a  8pa-fields  meeting  leader,  viii.  70 ; 
addresses  the  meeting,  77 ;  tried  for  high  treason ; 
found  not  guilty,  78 

Watsons  jun.,  a  Spa-fields  meeting  leader,  viii.  76 ; 
impels  tlie  mob  to  riot ;  his  prominent  part  in 
the  riot;  taken,  77;  escapes,  78 

Watt,  James,  his  career  as  philosophical  instrument 
maker  at  Glasgow,  vii.  59,  60  ;  turns  his  attention 
to  the  improvement  of  tlie  steam  engine,  60,  61 ; 
gradual  maturing  of  his  thoughts  and  final  suc- 
cess. May,  1768,  61 ;  connects  him.self  first  with 
Dr.  Roebuck,  ibid.  ;  but  subsequently  with  Boul- 
ton,  62 ;  the  two  become  the  proprietors  of  the 
Soho  works,  ibid.  :  vast  influence  of  his  iuyentiou 
on  the  affairs  of  the  world,  63,  64 

Weaver,  de8crii>tion  of  the  labours  of  a,  v.  6 ;  double 
occupation  of  farmer  and,  in  Lancashire  and 
Ireland,  vii.  46 

Wobb,  general,  present  at  Blenheim,  1704,  v,  285 ; 
conducts  a  convoy  to  Lille  •  attacked  by  a  large 
French  force  ;  succeeds  in  aefeating  them,  and 
arrives  Ixjforc  Lille  with  his  army ;  his  success 
the  main  cause  of  the  surrender  of  Lille  ;  receives 
the  thanks  of  parliament ;  meaime.ss  of  Marl- 
borough towards  causes  him  to  leave  the  army, 
1708,  340 

Webb,  Jolin,  inspector  of  hospitals :  his  report  on 
the  unhc.ilthincs.s  of  Zealand,  vii.  520,  521 

Wcdderbui-n.     hfcc  Loughborough,  lord. 

Wedgwood,  Josiah,  improves  the  manufacture  of 
earthen  and  china-ware,  vii.  57,  58 

Wellesley,  marquess  of,  his  speech  on  the  French 
revolution,  vii.  297;  despairs  of  British  success  in 
Holland,  17i4,  312;  fears  a  French  invasion  of 
Irekind,  1706,  831 ;  succeeds  lord  Teig^mouth  as 
governor-general  of  India,  1798,  378;  negotiates 
with  Tipix>o  Sahib,  ibid. ;  attacked  in  parliament. 
453,   454 :    461 ;    adopts    the    subsidiary  system 

Jolicy,  454 ;  resigns  the  government  of  India, 
uly,  1805,  461  ;  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  1809, 
526;  resigns  the  seals,  Feb.  19,  1812,  539;  ap- 
Xx)inted  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  viii.  178 ;  lord 
steward,  2U7 
Wellington,  duke  of,  Arthur  Wellesley  ;  condemns 
Masscna's  conduct  in  his  retreat  of  1811  as  bar- 
barous, V.  280 ;  colonel ;  assists  liis  brother  lord 
Momington  in  governing  India,  vii.  378 ;  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  Nizam  of  the 
heccan's  army,  1799;  his  wonder  at  the  siee  of 
the  army,  ibid. ;  congratulates  his  brother  on  the 
success  of  the  British  arms  in  India,  879 ;  returns 
to  England  Sept.  1805, 454 ;  reinstates  the  Peishwa 
in  his  capital  of  Poonah,  455 ;  appointed  to  the 
command  of  17,000  men,  June  26th,  1803  ;  his 
letter  to  Scindia,  456  ;  crosses  the  Godavery,  457; 
how  he  formed  his  plan  of  the  battle  of  Assye, 
458,  459  ;  the  battle,  Sept.  23,  459,  460 ;  battle  of 
Argaura,  Nov.  29 ;  obtains  possession  of  Fort 
Gawilghur,  Dec.  15,  thus  ending  the  Mahratta 
war,  400 :  receives  the  order  of  the  Bath ;  re- 
turns to  England  ;  account  of  the  famine  in  India 
^y,  461 ;  principal  secretary  in  Ireland,  1807, 
480  ;  his  ad\ncc  on  the  Buenos  Aj-res  affairs,  485  ; 
commands  tlie  reserve  forces  in  the  Copenhagen 
expedition,  1807,  490 ;  sent  with  troops  to  Por- 
tugal ;  saihj  from  Cork,  July  12,  1808,  499  ;  placed 
under  DalrjTnpIe  and  Burrard,  600;  lands  at 
I*^guicra,  Aug.  1 ;  defeats  the  French  at  Roli^a, 
Aug.  17,  501 ;  gains  the  victory  at  VimiAt),  Aug. 
21,  502  ;  his  ftitin«  actions  clogged  by  Burrard's 
command,  502,  .503 ;  convention  of  Cintra ;  re- 
called home ;  examined  before  a  court,  503 ; 
opinion  of,  on  Mrs.  Clarke's  briberies,  609,  610 ; 


ordered  to  replace  sir  John  Cradock  in  Por- 
tugal; lands  at  Lisbon,  April  22,  1809,  511  ;  pas- 
sage of  the  L>ouro ;  compels  Soult  to  retreat  from 
Oiwrto,  512;  enters  Spain;  makes  a  Junction 
with  Cuesta,  521 ;  gains  the  liattle  of  Talavera, 
July  28,  522-524 ;  created  viscount  Welhngton, 
524  ;  aminges  for  the  defence  of  Portugal,  ibid.  ; 
worried  by  the  ministers,  524,  525  ;  sagacity  and 
penetrating  nidgment  of,  629;  coustructioxi  of 
the  lines  of  Torres  Vedras,  530 ;  they  stop  Mas- 
scna's course,  630,  631  ;  imable  to  relieve  Ciudad 
Rodrigo,  581 ;  battle  of  Busaco,  Sept.  27,  1810, 
531 ,  582  :  evacuates  Coimbra  and  retires  within 
his  lines,  532 ;  his  arguments  with  the  ministry 
for  continuing  the  war  in  the  Peninsula,  637, 
538 ;  pursues  Massena  on  his  evacuating  Portugal, 
and  defeats  him  at  Fuentcs  de  Onoro,  May  5, 
1811,  and  at  Albucra,  May  16,  638 ;  preparations 
for  the  campaign  of  1812*647;  insufficient  artil- 
lery and  means  of  transport ;  capture  of  Ciudad 
Rodrigo,  Jan.  19,  1812,  648;  siege  of  BadajoE, 
Mar.  16  to  April  7,  549 ;  the  a-ssault  and  sur- 
render, April  7,  *49,  550 ;  unable  to  restrain  the 
excesses  of  his  soldiers,  650,  651 ;  difficulties  in 
obtaining  supplies  and  reinforcements ;  his  per- 
severance under  the  obstacles  created  by  govern- 
ment, 661,  662;  advances  into  Spain,  Jime  13; 
capture  of  the  Salamanca  forts,  June  29,  562 ; 
follows  general  Marmont's  movements,  552,  658  ; 
wins  the  battle  of  Salamanca,  July  22,  653,  654  ; 
his  conduct  before  the  battle,  653 ;  and  after,  564 ; 
effects  of  the  victory,  654,  555 ;  enters  Madrid, 
Aug.  12 ;  the  siege  of  Bui^os  fails,  555 ;  the  re- 
treat, 665,  666 ;  his  candour,  ibvi.  ;  commander- 
in-chief  of  all  the  forces  in  the  Peninsula  ;  gains 
the  battle  of  Vittoria,  June  21,  181.3,  662;  obtAins 
possession  of  the  posses  of  the  Pj-renees,  566 ; 
his  remonstrance  to  the  admiralty.  666;  passes 
into  France,  t6t<2. ;  after  some  struggling  he 
effects  the  passage  of  the  Nivelle,  666,  667  ;  gains 
the  battle  of  Orthez,  Feb.  27.  1814,  669 ;  crosses 
the  Garonne,  and  defeats  Soult  at  Toulouse, 
April  10,  670 ;  lands  at  Dover,  June  28,  572 ;  re- 
ceives the  thanks  of  parliament  for  his  services. 
672,  673 ;  his  respect  for  private  property  and 
defenceless  places,  viii.  14 ;  succeeds  lord  Castle- 
reagh  as  British  minister  at  Vienna,  25 ;  his  opi- 
nion of  Bonaparte's  escape  from  Elba,  26;  pre- 
pares to  defend  the  Netherlands,  26,  28;  his 
accurate  knowledge  of  Napoleon's  advance,  28, 
29;  attends  the  bflllat  Brussels,  tbid. ;  his  s\iddcn 
departure  from  it,  and  march  to  Quatre-Bras,  29 ; 
the  battle  of  Ligny,  29,  30  ;  takes  up  his  position 
on  the  field  of  Waterloo ;  Byron's  description  of 
the  field  of  Waterloo,  80,  81 ;  his  position  and 
that  of  the  French,  31 ;  the  character  and  con- 
dition of  the  two  armies,  31,  32 ;  the  struggle  at 
Hougotimont,  82-34 ;  the  battle  as  described  by 
Wellington,  34,  35  ;  British  firmness  and  endur- 
ance, ibid. ;  Wellington's  fortitude,  35 ;  Welling- 
ton's and  Bluchcr's  share  in  the  victory,  35,  36  ; 
arrival  of  Blucher  and  the  Prussians,  36;  the 
crisis ;    the    victory    won,    June   18 ;   joins    in 

Kursuing  the  French,  ibid. ;  his  emotions  at  the 
ss  of  his  soldiers,  37 ;  refuses  to  acquiesce  in 
Bonaparte's  going  to  America,  and  declines  having 
anything  to  do  with  his  execution  should  that  be 
resolved  on,  39,  40  ;  signs  the  declaration  of  the 
allies,  40 ;  erroneous  views  concerning  Welling- 
ton's conduct  entertained  by  M.  Thiers,  41 ;  his 
firm  moderation  preserves  Paris  from  unnecessary 
humiliation,  41,  42 ;  representative  of  Groat 
Britain  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  where  the  evacua- 
tion of  France  by  the  allied  troops  is  agreed  upon, 
99  ;  master-general  of  the  ordnance,  158 ;  a  mem- 
ber of  the  conference  for  averting  public  proceed- 
ings against  queen  Caroline,  167  ;  induces  Georee 
Iv.  to  consent  to  Canning  being  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs;  represents  Great  Britain  at  the 
Verona  congress ;  Canning's  instructions  to  him, 
181 ;  resigns  both  his  seat  in  the  cabinet  and  his 
oflice  of  commander-in-chief  on  the  accession  of 
Canning's  ministry,  1827,  204,  205 ;  his  sliare  in 
the  negotiations  for  a  new  premier,  211  ;  his 
interest  in  the  Madras  mutin}',  214  ;  accepts  the 
command  in  chief  of  the  army,  1827,  226;  on  the 
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rcaignation  of  Lord  Goderich  the  king  requests 
him  to  form  a  goTcmment,  227 ;  formation  of  bin 
adminiatration,  227,  228 ;  defendu  the  expression 
"untoward  event  "  in  the  royal  speech,  228,  229 ; 
Brougham  objects  to  his  being  at  the  head  of 
the  government,  229 ;  his  severe  attitude  towards 
Mr.  Huskisson  leads  to  the  other  four  Canninglto 
rainisters  resigning,  234 ;  his  views  on  the  Catho- 
lic question,  286 ;  his  diflSculty  in  obtaining  the 
king's  sanction  to  allow  this  question  to  be 
brought  forward  by  government,  287;  aimotmces 
the  intention  to  the  Lords,  237.  238;  the  king 
dismisses  his  ministry,  but  recalls  it,  238 ;  si)eech 
of,  on  the  Catholic  Relief  biU,  239,  240:  duel 
with  the  carl  of  Winchelsoa  on  his  refusing  to 
withdraw  a  calumny  against  him,  240;  charac- 
ter of  George  IV.  as  g^ven  by,  243  ;  Brougham's 
harsh  opinion  of  his  ministry,  245 ;  his  pro- 
posed policy  towards  the  new  French  govern- 
ment of  1830.  257 ;  present  at  the  opening  of  the 
London  and  Manchester  railway,  262  ;  his  decUi- 
ration  against  parliamentary  reform,  262,  263; 
the  lord  mayor  elect  advises  him  to  enter  London 
with  a  strong  guard,  204 ;  advises  the  king  not  to 
go  to  London,  and  is  himself,  from  apprehension 
of  bloodshed,  deterred  from  going,  265 ;  resigns 
his  premiership,  265 ;  his  reception  of  the  news 
of  the  proposed  Reform  Bill  of  1831,  272 ;  his 
speech  against  it,  281,  282 ;  popular  speculations 
as  to  his  putting  down  public  excitement,  297 ; 
attempts  to  form  a  government,  297,  298;  his 
account  of  the  cause  of  his  failure,  298,  299; 
withdraws  from  opposing  the  reform  biU,  SOO ; 
supports  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  bill,  342 ; 
his  consideration  in  enabling  earl  Grey  to  re- 
cover himself  in  parliament,  345 ;  negotiations  for 
the  Peel  ministiy,  351,  852 ;  his  dictatorship,  as 
first  lord  of  the  treasury  and  sole  secretary  of 
state,  with  lord  Lyndhurst,  1834,  863  ;  secretary 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  354  ;  announces  the 
resignation  of  the  Peel  ministry  to  the  lords, 
:i57 ;  his  eulogy  of  William  IV.  877 ;  his  enthusi- 
astic reception  at  the  queen's  coronation,  410 ; 
recommends  air  R.  Peel  to  the  queen  for  her 
minister,  420 ;  opposed  to  the  proposed  system  of 
a  penny  postage,  424:  deprecates  a  war  with 
Fiance,  430 ;  praises  the  conduct  and  achieve- 
ments of  the  Indian  army,  453 ;  his  reply  to  sir 
R  Feel's  memorandum  vindicating  his  conduct 
in  the  com  law  question ;  determines  to  support 
Peel's  administration,  532,  533 ;  his  admiration  of 
Peel's  courage  in  re-accepting  the  premiership, 
535 ;  his  successful  plan  for  repressing  a  Chartist 
insurrection,  559 

Wentworth,  general,  commands  the  land  forces 
against  Cathagena,  1741,  vi.  98 ;  attacks  Fort  San 
Lazaro  ;  fails  m  taking  it,  99 

Wesley,  John,  with  Wnitefield,  the  founder  of 
Methodism ;  his  character,  vii.  121,  122 

W^est,  Benjamin,  a  favourite  of  George  I II. 's;  one 
of  the  foimders  of  the  Royal  Academy,  vii.  70 ; 
exhibits  at  the  first  Royal'  Academy  exhibition, 
71 ;  succeeds  Reynolds  as  president,  74 :  early 
career,  ibid. ;  piitronised  by  the  king.  74,  75 ; 
critique  on  his  picture  of  "The  Death  of  Wolfe  ;" 
75;  nominally  head  of  the  British  school  of 
painting,  1792-1820,  viii.  151 

West,  rear-admiral;  his  attack  upon  the  French 
fleet  unsupjwrted  by  Byng,  1756,  vi.  213 ;  super- 
seded by  admiral  Saunders,  213,  214;  received 
with  favour  at  court,  214 

Wostmacott,  his  sculptiu-es,  viii.  150 

Westminster  bridge  opened,  1750  ;  constructed  by 
Labelye,  vU.  82 

'Westmoreland,  population  and  trade  of,  v.  29 

Wctherell,  sir  Cmrles,  counsel  at  the  trial  of  Wat- 
son, 1817.  viii.  78;  recorder  of  Bristol;  an  op- 
ponent of  the  Reform  Bill ;  his  conduct  rouses  the 
Bristolians  into  a  riot,  288 ;  his  irritating  address 
in  behalf  of  municipal  corporations,  18^)5,  864 

Weymouth,  Thomas,  viscount,  secretary  of  state, 
1768-1770.  vi.  291,  821;  complains  of  Wilkes' 
libelling  him,  291 ;  opposes  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond's motion  for  an  address,  1778,  388 ;  secre- 
tary of  state,  1775-1779,  469 

Wharton,  Philip,  duke  of,  makes  a  furious  attack 


upon  the  earl  of  Stanhope,  which  so  roused  the 
earl's  anger  as  to  cause  bis  death,  1721,  vi.  46 

Whamcliffe,  lord,  gives  notice  of  his  motion  to 
roauest  the  king  not  to  dissolve  parliament,  18.'.1, 
viii.  276 :  makes  his  motion,  277  ;  moves  for  thu 
rejection  of  the  reform  bill,  281 ;  said  to  have 
been  requested  to  moderate  his  opposition  to  the 
reform  bill  by  the  king,  294  ;  tiis  modified  oppo- 
sition, 294,  295 ;  lord  privy  seal,  354  ;  died  Dec. 
19,  1846,  535 

Whateley,  rev.  Thomas,  important  poor  law  re- 
forms carried  out  by,  at  Cookham,  Berkshire, 
viU.  387,  338 

Whitbroad,  Samuel,  presides  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Society  of  "the  Friends  of  the  People,"  vii.  247 ; 
moves  for  a  vote  of  cen.sure  against  lord  Melville, 
439 ;  and  his  impeachment,  1805,  439,  440 ;  his 
grief  for  Mr,  Perceval,  1812,  541 ;  declaims 
offainst  the  destruction  of  military  buildings  at 
Washington,  1814,  viii.  15,  16 ;  his  peace  motion 
rejectod,  1815,  27  ;  protests  a^nstt^he  annexing 
Saxony  to  Prussia,  43  ;  his  poor  law  reform  plan, 
1807,  69,  70 ;  savings  banks  recommended  by,  70 

Whitefield,  George,  character  of,  one  of  the  founders 
of  Methodism,  vii.  121,  122 

Whitehall  burnt  down  in  1698 ;  the  banqueting 
house  the  only  portion  saved,  v.  207 

Wliitelock,  gen.,  appointed  to  commxmd  the  British 
troops  at  Plata,  1807,  vii  483  ;  lands  with  7,800 
men  near  Buenos  Ayres,  June  28,  485 ;  failure 
of  his  expedition ;  tried  by  court  martial  and 
disgraced,  486 

Whitworth,  lord,  English  ambassador  at  Paris ;  his 
interview  with  Bonaparte  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining an  explanation  of  his  views  towards  Great 
Britain,  February,  1808,  vii.  420 ;  violence  shown 
by  Bonaparte  at  a  second  interview  with,  March, 
422,  423 

Widdrington,  William,  lord,  impeached  of  high 
treason,  1716.  vi.  19;  tried  and  found  guilty. 
ibid. ;  is  reprieved,  20  ;  an  act  of  grace,  passed 
1717,  releases  him  from  prison,' 30 

Wilberforce,  William,  returned  M.P.  for  Hull,  1780, 
vi.  418 ;  his  experience  of  club-life,  vii.  105,  106 ; 
and  the  licentiousness  among  Cambridge  stu- 
dents, HI,  112;  retiuDed  M.P.  for  Yorkshire  in 
the  parliament  of  1784,  144 ;  draws  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  African  slave  trade ;  the 
committee  appointed  decide  that  it  shall  be 
gradually  abolished,  212;  his  first  open  opposi- 
tion to  Pitt,  1794,  318 ;  his  opinion  of  lord  Gren- 
ville's  hostile  answer  to  Napoleon,  1800,  389  ; 
fears  the  defeat  of  the  Austrians  by  Bonaparte, 
1805,  444 ;  indefatigable  efforts  of,  to  obtain  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  467,  468  ;  the  two 
great  objects  of  his  life ;  his  "  Practical  Chris- 
tianity "  published,  viii.  123 ;  his  vain  attempts  to 
end  the  struggle  between  Geoiige  IV.  and  queen 
Caroline,  167,  168 ;  last  speech  in  parliament, 
1824, 194  ;  his  thankfulness  for  havinglivod  to  see 
thiglxmd's  willingness  to  aboUsh  s^very ;  died 
July  29,  1833 

WUkes,  John,  publishes  the  "  North  Briton,"  1762, 
vi.  260 ;  attacks  the  king  and  Bute,  260,  261 ;  his 
comments  on  the  king's  s^ieoch  in  the  "  North 
Briton,"  No.  45;  arrested  and  imprisoned;  ho 
is  released,  being  protected  as  a  member  of  par- 
liament fh)m  arrest,  262 ;  deprived  of  his  oolonelcj* 
of  militia,  263  ;  supported  and  encouraged  by 
earl  Temple,  265 ;  caricatured  by  Hogarth ;  de- 
fended by  Churchill,  260  ;  Sandwich  proposes  to 
prosecute  him ;  sets  spies  on  his  motions, 
and  obtains  clandestinely  some  of  his  papers ; 
woimded  in  a  duel  with  Mr.  Martin ;  takes  flight 
to  Prance ;  is  expelled  the  House  of  Commons, 
267;  his  proceedings  against  Halifax  and  Egre- 
mont  fail ;  but  he  obt*uns  £1000  from  Mr.  Wood 
for  false  imprisonment,  268;  prosecuted  for 
libels,  found  guilty,  and  outlawed,  Nov.  1,  1764, 
270  :  elected  member  for  Middlesex  ;  surrenders 
himself  at  the  King's  Bench  prison  as  an  outlaw ; 
the  mob  endeavours  to  rescue  him,  290 ;  legal 
proceedingH  against  him  for  libel;  he  is  sen- 
tenced to  two  years'  imprisonment  and  two  fines 
of  £500 :  lord  Weymouth  prosecutes  him  for 
libel,  and  Wilkes  is  cxpeUed  the  Hpiise,  'J91 ;  Ms 
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birthday  celebrated  bv  the  Londoners,  Hid.  ;  his 
expulsions  from  parliament  and  re-elections; 
limitations  and  debates  about  the  legality  of  his 
re-elections,  292;  attacked  by  Jiwius,  294;  re- 
leased from  prison ;  becomes  an  alderman  and 
city  agitator,  316 ;  concerned  in  the  printer's 
affair,  1771 ;  the  House  and  the  king  afraid  to 
prosecute  him,  318  ;  obtains  a  scat  in  parliament 
without  opposition,  1774,  345 ;  lord  mayor  of 
London,  1775 ;  presents  the  address  and  re- 
monstrance to  the  king,  denouncing  the  govern- 
ment measures  towards  America,  348  :  chamber- 
lain of  London  ;  his  address  to  Pitt,  1784,  vii. 
142 ;  his  parliamentary  reform  motion,  1776,  viii. 
306 

Wilkie.  sir  David,  style  and  popularity  of  his 
paintings,  viii.  153 

WUkins,  William,  his  architectuitd  works,  viiL  144, 
145 

Wilkinson.  Catherine,  the  originator  of  public  baths 
and  washhouses,  1832,  viii.  39S 

WilUam  III.,  the  preservation  uf  England  due  to  his 
resolution  and  conduct,  v.  65 ;  weak  health,  cha- 
racter and  appearance,  65-67 ;  wiiihos  to  govern 
by  a  balance  of  parties;  his  own  secretary  fur 
foreign  affairs,  67  ;  twelve  judges  appointed  by ; 
jealousy  of  the  English  towards  his  Dutch  friends, 
Bentinck,  Auverqucrque,  and  Zuylistein,  68 ; 
speech  on  opening  parliament,  Feb.  18,  1689,  61» ; 
desires  large  supplies  ;  the  abolition  of  the  hcartli 
tax,  71 :  and  religious  toleration,  72  ;  desires  to 
make  all  Protestants  eligible  to  government  em- 
ployments, 73  ;  suspected  of  being  adverse  to  the 
Anglican  church,  74 ;  quells  the  mutiny  at  Ipa- 
widi,  75 ;  apprehend!s  several  persons  disaffected 
towards  him,  76  ;  opposition  towards,  shown,  by 
the  whigs,  in  the  postponing  of  the  Indemnity- 
bill,  77  ;  coronation  of  William  and  Marj',  April 
11 ;  the  Commons  promise  to  sup}X)rt  him  iu  a 
war  with  Franco,  78  :  negotiates  with  Tyrconncl, 
who  faithlessly  schemes  in  James's  favour,  80  ; 
refuses  to  proscribe  Claverhouse,  88 ;  his  letter  to 
the  Scotch  convention,  suggesting  a  union.  89  ; 
the  tbronc  of  Scotland  settled  upon  himself  and 
Mary,  90 ;  speech  of,  on  meeting  parliament, 
Oct  19,  1689,  asking  for  supplies  to  carry  on 
the  war  with  Ireland  and  France,  97  ;  annoyed 
by  the  misimderstandings  as  to  the  princess 
Anne's  position,  98 ;  his  disgust  at  the  contest 
between  the  Whigs  and  Tories ;  re.solves  to  go 
to  Holland,  leaving  the  kingdom  in  the  queen's 
hands,  99 ;  changes  his  design,  imd  resolves 
to  go  to  Ireland;  dissolves  p.-irliiimcnt,  100; 
refuses  to  inform  the  Commons  who  recom- 
mended Shales  to  be  commissary  of  stores,  101  ; 
applies  himself  to  remedy  the  abuses  of  the 
government  departments,  and  to  prepare  for  an 
Irish  campaign,  101,  102  ;  his  dislike  to  briber}^ ; 
deserted  by  his  favourite  minister,  Shrewsbury, 
ibid. ;  jealousy  of  parliament  in  settling  the  re- 
venue, 103 ;  act  of  recognition,  104  ;  authorises 
Carmarthen  to  present  an  act  of  grace  for  i)oli- 
tical  offences,  which  was  passed,  ibui. ;  prorc»gues 
parliament,  places  the  government  in  the  queen's 
bands,  and  loaves  London  for  Ireland,  June  14, 
1690,  105  :  his  energetic  conduct  and  vigilance  in 
reorganising  the  army,  ibid.  ;  absurd  reports  of 
him  iu  Ireland  previous  to  his  landing  at  Uelfji^t 
on  the  14th  of  June,  ]  06  ;  his  march  to  the  Bojiie  ; 
considerate  conduct  of  his  troops,  ibid.  ;  encamps 
on  the  Boynes  bank,  opposite  to  that  on  which 
James  II.  was ;  while  reconnoitring  he  is 
wounded ;  his  death  is  reported,  and  trium- 
phantly proclaimed  in  Paris,  107 ;  arrangements 
for  the  battle ;  position  of  the  army  ;  Schombcrg 
commands  the  centre,  his  son  the  right,  and  Wil- 
liam himself  the  left ;  courage  and  perseverance 
of;  gains  the  battle,  July  1 ;  his  departure  for 
Ireland  the  signal  for  the  French  to  attack  the 
English  coast;  the  queen's  energetic  conduct, 
112;  William's  movements  from  place  to  place; 
enters  Dublin,  July  6,  114 ;  captures  Waterford 
on  the  21st,  115  ;  determines  to  invest  Limerick, 
ibid.  ;  William  encamps  before  Limerick,  August 
Sth,  1 16 ;  conmiences  the  siege  on  the  19th  ;  but 
raises  it  on  the  29th,  118 ;  leaves  Ireland  and  lands 


at  Bristol.  Sept  6,  ibid. ;  speech  on  opening  the 
second  session  of  Parliament,  Oct  2,  119;  lai^go 
war  supply  granted  him ;  his  position  with  regard 
to  English  and  foreign  politics,  119,  ci  teq. ;  his 
mental  qualities  a  security  against  RngJand'a 
degradation,  121 ;  closes  his  second  parliament, 
and  leaves  for  Holland,  where  he  is  enthusiasti- 
cally received,  ib»d.  ;  congress  at  the  Hague ; 
stipulates  for  the  religious  toleration  of  the  Wal- 
denses;  a  secret  article  to  that  effect  is  intro- 
duced into  a  treaty  signed  Feb.  8,  1691,  124  ;  he 
breaks  up  the  congress;  arnves  in  England, 
April  IS,  and  leaves  again  for  Holland,  May  1, 
ibiil. ;  vacancies  filled  up,  ibid.  ;  closes  the  par- 
liamentary session,  Jan.  5.  1691 ;  plot  of  Preston 
and  Ashton  against  William ;  his  clemency  and 
conduct  with  regard  to  this  and  other  plots,  125  ; 
sends  Marlborough  into  Flanders,  127;  plots 
against  his  government  in  Scotland,  130;  his 
lenient  disposition  towards  the  Highlanders.  131 ; 
examination  of  the  question  as  to  William's  share 
in  the  Glencoe  massacre,  135, 136 ;  causes  an  in- 
quirv  into  the  massacre,  140,  141 ;  his  leniency  to- 
wards Stair,  141 ;  chanicter  of,  unjustly  assailed, 
142-144 ;  Marlborough  is  dismissed  from  office ; 
court  quarrels,  145  ;  bill  for  establishing  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  judges  vetoed  by ;  sets  out  for  Hol- 
land, Mar.  5,  1692,  147  ;  Grandval's  plot  to  assas- 
sinate William  discovered,  151 ;  defeat  of  William 
by  Luxemburg  at  the  battle  of  Stcinkirk,  Aug.  3, 
152  ;  his  concern  for  his  soldiers  at  this  battle, 
153 ;  William  returns  to  England,  Oct  18,  154 ; 
speech  on  meeting  parliament,  Nov.  4, 155 :  vetoes 
a  parliamentary  reform  bill,  159  :  closes  the  ses- 
sion of  parliament ;  changes  some  of  the  ministry, 
161;  makes  prcmrations  for  a  campaign,  163; 
Kensington  and  Ver8;ullc8,  ibid.  ;  leaves  Londc>n 
to  join  his  army  on  the  continent,  Mar.  24.  1693; 
prepcu-es  fur  battle  ;  defeated  at  Laudcm,  July  29, 
164-166;  his  conduct  in  battle,  and  admirable 
skill  in  covering  his  retreat,  165  ;  thankf\il  that 
the  result  was  not  worse,  166 ;  rehims  to  Ken- 
sington, Nov.  167 ;  forms  a  new  ministry,  167,  it 
grq. ;  adopts  th.e  principle  of  government  by  partj-, 
167,  168 ;  prorogues  parliament  and  sets  out  fur 
the  contuient  May,  16y4, 171 ;  bis  vexation  at  the 
failure  of  the  I3rcst  expedition,  172  ;  retrniis  from 
the  continent,  Nov.  9  ;  opens  parliament  on  the 
12th ;  his  unhappincss  at  the  illness  of  the  queen, 
173  ;  she  dies,  Dec  28,  16(»4  ;  his  grief  at  her  loss, 
174 ;  he  abstains  from  buainess  for  weeks  after,!  76 ; 
prurogues  parliament,  becomes  reconciled  U) 
Anno,  and  departs  for  the  continent,  178;  sits 
down  before  Namur,  179;  obtains  possession  of 
the  town,  July  28,  ibid. ;  and  of  the  citadel,  Aug. 
26,  1695,  180;  retxuiis  to  Kensington,  Oct  Iu; 
his  enthusiastic  reception  in  England ;  makes  a 
progress  through  the  country,  181  ;  opens  a  new 
parliament,  Nov.  22,  183 ;  orders  a  grant  of  an 
estate  in  Denbigh.shiro  to  the  earl  of  Portland, 
but  on  the  commons  showing  it  to  be  unconsti- 
tutional he  recalls  it,  1 85  ;  informs  the  parliament 
of  a  design  to  assassiinate  him,  and  of  a  threatened 
invasion  of  England,  ibid. ;  assassination  plot 
against,  Feb.  1696, 186,  (f  teq.  ;  leaves  England  for 
the  Netherlands,  May,  193;  his  financial  difficul- 
ties in  carrying  on  the  campaign  nearly  compel 
him  to  forsake  his  kingdom  and  go  to  the  Indies, 
194,  195  ;  closes  parliament,  197 ;  embarks  fur 
Holland,  April,  1697 ;  saves  BruKsels,  198 ;  nego- 
tiations for  peace  are  carried  on  at  Ryswick,  ibid. ; 
the  treaty  of  Ryswick  concluded,  Sept.  22,  199 ; 
returns  to  England,  Nov.  26 ;  makes  an  entry  into 
London,  and  is  enthusia-stically  received,  ibid.  ; 
his  speech  on  opening  parliament,  Dec.  3,  1697, 
201 ;  and  in  1698,  204 ;  sends  Portland  on  an  em- 
l^assy  to  France,  the  chief  point  for  negotiation 
being  that  of  the  Spanish  succession,  207,  208 ; 
his  vexation  at  the  defenceless  state  of  the  king- 
dom, 210 ;  hires  Evelyn's  house  for  Peter  the 
Great ;  his  interview  with  the  czar,  211 ;  grants 
the  Commons'  petition  to  discoiu-age  the  woollen 
and  cncouraffc  the  linen  trade  of  Ireland,  213 ;  his 
answer  to  tibe  petition  against  the  African  and 
Indian  company,  216  ;  his  conduct  with  regard  tu 
the  company's  Daricu  scheme,  218 ;  its  failure 
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rouMA  the  Scotch  againBtt  322;  be  propoaosthe 
union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  2'i^ ;  his  anxiety  for 
a  partition  treaty  before  the  death  of  Charlefe  II., 
king  of  Spain,  2-itf ;  the  partition  treaties,  ibid. ; 
goes  to  Loo,  and  carries  on  a  negotiation  for  a  par- 
tition treaty,  227 ;  correspondence  of,  with  his 
ministers,  228  ;  obtains  a  blank  commission  from 
his  lord  chancellor,  Somen,  ibid. ;  the  hrst  parti- 
Uon  treaty  siguecL  Oct  11,  1698,  229 ;  the  second 
is  signed  in  1700,  but  Louis  dupes  WiUiam,  and 
seizes  the  Spanish  crown  for  his  own  grandson, 
230 ;  speech  on  opening  the  new  parUament, 
ibid. ;  notwithstanding  his  anxious  desire  to  re- 
tain his  tixMps,  they  are  disbanded  by  parliament. 
Doc.,  ibid. ;  he  is  deprived  of  his  Dutch  guards, 
231 ;  his  mortification,  and  resolve  to  abandon 
England,  tbid. ;  the  speech  he  intended  to  dehvcr 
to  parliament  announcing  this  resolution,  232 ; 
but  his  judgment  geU  the  better  of  his  rash  re- 
solve, ibid. ;  the  dismissal  of  his  Dutch  guards, 
233 '  discussion  and  inquiry  into  the  extent  of 
Irish  forfeitures  of  estates,  234  ;  a  bill  of  resump- 
tion is  brought  in,  to  which  the  'king  reluctantly 
gave  his  assent,  proro^ing  the  parliament  im- 
mediately after,  235 ;  Albemarle,  a  new  favoiurite 
of,  23tf ;  persuades  Portland  not  to  discontinue 
the  negotiations  for  a  second  partition  treaty, 
ibid.  ;  he  sends  an  armament  to  protect  Sweden  ; 
Denmark  is  driven  back,  and  signs  a  treaty  of 
peace,  237 ;  Ms  difficulty  in  governing  caused  by 
the  party  factions,  239;  his  anxiety  on  the 
Spanish  succession  question,  242  ;  Charles's  will  is 
accepted  by  Louis,  and  his  grandson  Philip  suc- 
ceeds to  the  Spanish  throne,  243 ;  conduct  of,  244  ; 
the  new  parliament;  changes  in  the  ministry, 
ibid.  ;  he  asks  assistance  for  the  States-General, 
245  ;  the  act  of  settlement,  240 ;  impeachment  of 
Vomers  and  others  for  their  share  in  the  partition 
treaties,  tbid.  ;  the  popular  feeling  against  the 
House  of  Commons,  which  is  presented  with  the 
Kentish  petition,  247  ;  and  the  Legion  memorial, 
248 ;  after  long  discussions  about  the  partition 
tapeaty,  the  Lords  and  Commons  at  length  encou- 
rage the  king  to  enter  into  a  league  with  the 
iStates-Oeueral  against  France  ;  he  prorogues  par- 
liament. June  24  ;  and  shortly  after  embarks  for 
Holland,  249 ;  forms  the  great  alliimce,  250 ;  the 
treaty  is  signed  at  the  Hague,  Sept  7  ;  death  of 
James  II.,  ibid.  ;  Louis  proclaims  the  prince  of 
Wales  king  of  EngUnd,  by  the  title  of  James  III.  ; 
"William  confers  with  Sunderland  on  the  state  of 
aflfaira  in  England,  251  ;  returns  from  Holland, 
Nov.  4;  and  dissolves  parliament  on  the  11th, 
252 ;  he  epens  his  Ust  parliament,  Dec.  30 ;  and 
delivers  his  hist  speech,  Dec.  31,  ibid.  ;  the  Com- 
mons vote  him  a  hberal  supply;  fhictures  his 
collar  bone  by  a  fall  from  his  horse  ;  desires  the 
Commons  to  take  steps  for  the  union  of  KngUnd 
and  Scotland,  253 ;  death  of.  Mar.  8,  1702,  254  ; 
discontinues  the  practice  of  touching  for  the 
king's  evil,  272 ;  an  oncourager  of  the  taste  for 
architecture,  447 ;  prince  Albert's  high  opinion  of, 
viu.  472 
William  IV.,  admiral  Langara's  astonishment  at  his 
obedience  to  orders  as  midshipman,  vi.  452; 
marries  the  princess  Adelaide  of  Saxe-Meiuingeu, 
July  13,  1818,  vili.  97  ;  lord  high  admiral,  1827, 
205  ;  accident  to,  at  the  lord  mayor's  banquet, 
225 ;  succeeds  to  the  throne  on  the  death  of 
George  I Y.,  June  26,  18:10,  244;  address  to,  on 
the  expediency  of  providing  a  regency  in  case  of 
his  decease,  246;  speech  on  proroguing  parlia- 
ment, July  1830,  247  ;  opens  parliament,  Nov.  2  ; 
declares  that  no  reform  will  be  sanctioned  by  the 
government,  262 ;  owing  to  a  statement  that  the 
duke  of  Wellington  would  be  attacked,  he  de- 
clines dining  with  the  lord  mayor,  and  postpones 
his  visit  to  the  city,  263,  264 ;  requested  to  dis- 
solve parliament  by  lords  Grey  and  Brougham  ; 
description  of  the  interview,  276,  277  ;  his  excite- 
ment ;  dissolves  parliament,  277 ;  opens  parlia- 
ment, 1831  ;  recommends  the  consideration  of  the 
reform  question,  278 ;  his  constancy  ;  prorogues 
parliament,  285 ;  again  recommends  reform, 
Dec.  1831,  293;  desires  the  Lords  to  give  a  less 
decided  opposition  to  the  reform  bill,  294 ;  peti- 


tions to,  to  create  poers  if  necessary,  295 ;  refuses 
to  create  peers  at  the  request  of  the  Cabinet,  296 ; 
but  ultimately  gives  a  reluctant  consent  to  tliis 
measure ;  uses  his  personal  influence  with  the 
opposition  peers,  299 ;  and  thus  secures  the  pass- 
ing of  the  reform  bill,  300 ;  his  speech  on  open- 
ing parliament,  318,  319;  oomphments  parlia- 
ment for  their  exertions  bestowed  upon  public 
business,  343;  desires  to  effect  the  uniun  <A 
different  party  loaders  in  the  same  ministry  in 
the  hope  of  settling  the  Irish  church  question, 
346  ;  dismisses  the  Melbourne  ministry,  349-352  ; 
unpreoedentodness  of  this  act,  352,  353;  his 
speech,  1835,  355  ;  -speech  on  opening  parliament 
by  commission,  1837,  376  ;  his  illness  and  death, 
June  20,  1837,  376,  877 ;  character  of,  877,  378;  bis 
funeral,  405 

Williamson,  sir  Joseph.  See  Partition  Treaty,  v. 
229 

WUmington,  Spencer,  earl  of.    See  Compton,  su:  S. 

Wilson,  a  smuggler ;  robs  an  excise  collector ;  is 
apprehended,  tried,  and  found  gmlty ;  attempts 
to  escape  from  prison;  heroism  displayed  in 
saving  his  comrade  Robertson;  executed  April 
14,  1736,  vi  80 

Wilson,  John,  his  writings  in  Blackwood's  Maga- 

'     sine,  viii.  128 

Wilson,  Richard,  contributes  to  the  first  Royal 
Academy  exhibition,  viL  71 ;  dassic  landscape 
painter,  73  ;  his  works  compared  with  those  uf 
Gainsborough,  74 

Wiltshire,  a  pastoral  cotmtry;  agricultural  im- 
provements; bustards  formerly  abounded  in; 
boldness  of  this  bird ;  the  last  specimen  probably 
seen  in,  in  1805,  viL  21,  22;  backward  state  of 
farming  in,  22 

Winchelsea,  Daniel  Finch,  earl  of,  intoduccs,  as  earl 
of  Nottingham,  the  comtu^hension  bill  into  the 
House  of  Lords,  v.  73  ;  his  dispatch  to  the  naval 
officers,  1692,  149  ;  his  differences  with  Russell, 
161,  162  ;  appointed  secretary  of  state,  1702,  259  ; 
urges  the  prosecution  of  the  Whigs,  1711,  371 

Winchelsea,  carl  of,  his  calumnious  letter  to  the 
duke  of  WeUington ;  refusing  to  withdraw  it,  a 
duel  takes  place  in  Battersca  Fields,  Mar.  21, 
1829,  and  an  apology  tendered  at  its  conclusion, 
viii.  240 

Wuidham,  William,  approves  of  parliament's  con- 
duct in  expressing  its  feeling  on  the  situation  of 
the  French  royal  family,  1792.  viL  243  ;  sent  to 
Holland  to  smooth  the  difficulties  as  to  the'  com- 
mand of  the  aUied  army,  312,  313 ;  appointed 
secretary  at  war,  17M,  316;  manages  the  Quiberuu 
expedition,  320;  superseded  by  Charles  Yorke, 
1801,  401 ;  opposes  Yorke 's  motion  for  an  army  of 
reserve  ;  advice  as  to  volunteers,  427 ;  secretary 
of  state  for  war,  1806,  464  ;  his  treatment  of  the 
volunteers  renders  him  impopular,  ibid. ;  secre- 
tary of  state,  1806,  577 

Wine,  effects  of  the  Methuen  treaty  upon  the 
wine  trade,  v.  267 :  claret  the  general  wine  of 
England  prior  to  1703;  port  since  that  date, 
ibid. :  restrictions  on  the  importation  of  French, 
removed  by  the  Scottish  parliament,  812 

Wiustanley,  his  lighthouse  at  Eddystone ;  perishes 
with  it,  1703,  V.  10,  11 

Winton,  George,  earl  of,  impeachedof  high  treason : 
tried  and  found  guilty,  1716,  vi.  19;  makes  his 
escape,  21,  22 

Witchcraft,  instances  of  the  belief  in,  ISth  cen- 
tiu-y,  V.  430,  431 

Wolfe,  James,  colonel,  1757  ;  volunteers  to  take 
Rochefort  with  the  assistance  of  500  men,  vi. 
229  ;  serves  under  Amherst  in  the  expedition 
against  Louisbourg ;  his  g^antrr',  233 ;  madu 
major-general  and  commander  of  the  Quebec 
expedition  ;  his  dinner  with  Pitt,  285 ;  his  pas- 
sage of  the  St.  Lawrence  ;  lands  near  Quebec, 
237  ;  his  night  voyage  ;  takes  possession  of  the 
heights  of  Abraham;  battle  with  Montcalm; 
death.  Sept  13,  1759,  2S8 

Wolseley,  colonel,  with  colonel  Barry,  conveys  sup- 
plies to  Enniskillen,  and  defeats  the  duke  of 
Berwick,  1689,  v.  86 

Wood,  alderman,  his  conduct  in  the  riots  of  ]81(), 
viii.  77  ;  moves  a  vote  of  censure  against  govem- 
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mcnt  for  employing  Edwards,  161;  entertains 
queon  Caroline  at  his  house,  IStiO,  160 

Wood,  William.    Bee  Monej,  vL  60-52 

'VVoodfalL  H.  6.,  printer  and  conductor  of  the 
"Public  Advertiser/'  containing  Junius's  letters, 
vi.  '293;  publishes  a  collectod  edition  of  the 
letters,  294 ;  prosecuted  for  publishing  Wilkes's 
address  to  the  king,  SOO 

Wool,  act  passed  in  1689  for  the  prevention  of  the 
exportation  of,  and  encouraging  the  wooUen 
manufacture  of  this  kingdom,  v.  4 ;  considered 
to  be  the  basis  of  England's  wealth,  ibid.  ;  manu- 
facture of,  chtofly  in  the  western  counties  from 
time  of  Edward  vI.,  ibid. ;  dimual  value  of  wool, 
nnd  the  woollen  manufactures  at  the  end  of  the 
17th  century,  ibid, ;  Bristol  formerly  the  seat  of 
the  commerce  of,  and  the  woollen  manufactures, 
7,  S ;  extensively  employed  in  making  stockings, 
19  ;  woollen  manufacture  of  Yorkshire  l&O  years 
ago,  26  ;  Kendal  green  duth,  29  ;  Ireland  applies 
herself  to  the  woollen  manufacture ;  William  is 
implored  to  discourage  it,  212 ;  Ireland  prohibited 
from  exporting  ,  1782,  vi.  443 

Woollett,  William,  a  sldlfUl  engraver  of  landscape 
paintings,  vii.  77,  78 

Wordsworth,  William,  quotations  from  his  poem 
on  the  French  revolution,  vii.  lvS2 ;  and  his  son- 
nets, 416;  his  writings  described  by  Byron  ;  first 
appears  as  a  poet  in  179S,  viii.  118 ;  character  of 
his  writings,  118,  119 ;  advantages  derived  by, 
from  the  copjrright  act  of  1842,  465,  466 

Wren,  sir  Christopner,  he  Is  extensively  patronized 
by  WiUiam,  447 ;  description  of  his  mind ;  be- 
comes assistant  surveyor-general,  448;  studies 
the  architecture  of  France,  449 ;  his  plan  of  re- 
building London,  450;  commences  the  erection 
of  St.  Paul's,  1675,  ibid. ;  his  flrut  plan  ;  the  ca- 
thedral finished,  1710,  451 ;  criticism  on  the 
building,  452;  his  skill  shown  in  the  London 
parish  churches,  such  as  St.  Stephen's,  Walbrook, 
452.  453 :  other  buildings  erected  by,  454  ;  retires 
from  public  life,  ibid. ;  dies  at  the  age  of  90,  and 
is  buried  in  the  choir  of  St  Paul's,  455 

Wurmser,  Austrian  genera) ;  succeeds  Beaulieu  in 
the  command  of  the  army  in  Italy,  1796,  vii  328 : 
defeated  by  Bonaparte,  tbid. ;  defends  Mantua  ; 
capitulates;  chivalrous  treatment  of,  by  Bona- 
parte, 843 

Wurtemberg,  duke  of,  joins  Marlborough ;  shares 
the  alternate  command  with  him,  v.  118 ;  his 
part  in  the  battle  of  Steinkirk,  152 

Wyatt,  James,  his  architectural  designs,  vii.  81,  82; 
viU.  141, 142 

Wyatt,  Samuel,  architect  of  Trinity  House,  Tower 
HiU,  viii.  142 

WyattviUe,  sir  Jeffrey,  his  earlier  architectural 
works,  viii.  142 

Wyndham,  sir  William,  a  Tory  leader ;  attacks 
Walpole,  1734,  vi.  73;  his  portrait  of  Walpole, 
ibid.  ;  secedes  from  the  House  of  Commons  ; 
his  adieu ;  and  reproof  from  Walpole,  95 ;  died, 
1740,96  *-   I       »        -^ 


Wyoming,  descripticni  and  state  of,  vl.  395  ;  de- 
struction of  the  forts,  and  massacre  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, 1778,  396 

TxKnABOO,  treaty  of.  signed  Feb.  24, 1826,  viiL  220 

Yarmouth,  lord,  empowered  to  negotiate  for  peace, 
1806,  vii.  469 

York  Town  taken  possenlon  of  by  lord  Comwallis, 
1781,  vi.  435 

York,  Frederick,  duke  of,  son  of  Oeoige  HI.,  bom 
Aug.  16,  1763.  vL  276 ;  leads  ^e  English  riwrdu 
agi&st  the  French,  vii.  281,  282 ;  besieges  Valen- 
ciennes ;  the  garrison  capitulates,  July  28. 1793 ; 
advances  agtcinst  Dimkirk ;  compelled  to  nuso  the 
siege,  282 ;  his  forbeamnce  and  generosity,  283  ; 
announces  the  French  decree  of  no  quarter  to 
the  British,  308 ;  defeats  Pichegru,  May  10, 1794, 
311 ;  he  is  recalled  on  account  of  incompetency 
for  his  position,  312.  313  ;  loses  Holland,  SIS, 
314;  supersedes  sir  R.  Abercrombyin  the  com- 
mand of  the  British  and  Russian  armies  in  Hol- 
land, 1799,  386 ;  his  reverses  and  in^mpetency, 
386,  387 ;  charges  brought  against  him  for  mis- 
rule at  the  Horse  Ouuds,  508  ;  parliamentary 
inquiry  into  his  conduct ;  his  disgraceiV]!  con- 
nection with  Mrs.  Clarke,  508,  510 ;  his  acquittal ; 
resigns  his  office  of  oommander-in-chief.  Mar. 
20,  1809,  509 ;  appointed  the  king's  cuatos,  with 
an  allowance  of  £10.000,  vUi.  99,  100 ;  oom- 
mander-in-chief, 158;  his  speech  on  the  Roman 
Catholic  Relief  bill,  1825;  sensation  caused  by 
it,  201,  202 ;  his  death,  Jan.  6, 1827,  and  burial, 
Jan.  20,  202 

Yorke,  Charles,  secretary  of  war,  1801,  vii.  401 ; 
proposes  to  raise  an  army  of  reserve  of  50,000 ; 
and  subsequently  to  enrol  every  fighting  man, 
1803,  427 ;  home  secretary,  1808,  677 

Yorkshire,  population  of,  m  18th  century,  v.  26 ; 
the  five  great  clothing  towns  in,  tdici  ;  travelling 
in,  temp,  queen  Anne ;  Industry  of,  temp,  queen 
Anne,  Und.;  the  marquis  of  Rocldngham's  ex- 
amine to  the  farmers  of,  vii.  27;  cultivation  of 
the  East  Riding  wolds  ;  rapid  agricultural  pro- 
gress promoted  by  Legard's  experiments,  27, 
28 :  moors  of ;  improvers,  28 ;  James  Croft,  the 
collier,  28,  29 ;  dialect  of  Craven  in,  29,  30 

Yoimg,  Arthur,  quotations  from,  illustrative  of  the 
agriculture  of  England,  vii.  4-lx;  16-18;  22,  23; 
27-30 ;  and  that  of  Ireland,  88,  89 ;  notices  the 
prevalence  of  farming  and  weaving  being  thp 
employment  of  one  man  in  Ireland,  46 ;  quota- 
tions from  his  *•  Travels  in  France,"  illustrating 
the  opinions  and  state  of  society  in,  and  agricul- 
tural condition  of,  France,  vii,  149, 150 ;  158-160  ; 
162-167;  175-177;  184 

Young,  Edward,  his  description  of  ladies*  employ- 
ment, V.  426  ;  his  "Night  Thoughts  "  published, 
1741,  vii.  86,  87 

Zaragoza,  victory  of  the  allies  won  near,  1710,  v. 

366  ;  siege  of,  1808,  vii,  501 
Zomdorf,  batUe  of,  Aug.  25, 1758,  vi.  S8S 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


INDEX 

TO  THE  WOODCUT  ILLUSTRATI02^'S  OF  VOLS.  V.,  VI.,  VII.,  VIII. 


Abba  YE  Prison,  vii.  232 

Abboteford,  viii.  211 

Academy,  Old,  St.  Martin's  Lane,  viL  65 

Acre,  Ble«o  of,  vii.  377 

Adams,  John,  vi.  401 

Admiraltv,  as  it  appeared  before  Adams'  scroon  waa 

built  vi.  97 
Agriculture,  husbandry  implements,  ltf'20,  v.  52; 

Anglo-Saxon  plough,  vii.  1 
Albemarle,  earl  of,  v.  236 
.Uexander  I.  of  Russia,  vii.  4S8 
Alexandria,  battle  of,  viii.  406 ;  Cleopatra's  noodle 

at,  411 
Ali-Ghur,  fortress  of,  vii.  453 
Alum,  Shah,  vU.  125 
American  paper  dollars,  vL  384 
Andr^,  major,  vi.  415 
.Vnglo-Saxon  plough,  vii.  1 
Anno,  great  seal  of,  v.  25;  great  seal  after  the 

Union,  317  ;  the  reverse,  821 ;  crown  of,  1707,  32<) 
Ark  Wright,  lUchard,  water-frame  spinning  machine 

of,  vii  48 
Arnold,  general,  vi.  414 
Assignats,  specimens  of  French,  vii.  265 
.\ugTistUB,  Stanislaus,  vi.  324 
Auinmgxebe,  v.  203 
Autographs  of  William  III.  v.  78 ;  and  of  Geoige  II. 

vl.  88 


Badajoz,  vii.  550 

Bttilly,  vii.  167 

Bank  of  England,  as  altered  by  sir  B.  Taylor,  viL 

80 ;  north-west  view  of,  viii.  143 
Barras,  vii.  322 
BaxvA^  colonel,  vi.  812 
Barry,  vii.  76 
Bastille,  attack  on  the,  1789,  vii.  172;  rejoicing  on 

account  of  its  destruction,  178 
Bayonne,  vii  567 
Beckford,  alderman,  vi.  316 
Benares,  viL  132 
Bittern,  vii.  19 
Black  Hole,  Calcutta,  monument  on  the  site  of  the, 

vi.  211 
Blenheim,  medal  commemorating  the  battle  of,  v. 

284 ;  palace  of,  288 
Bonaporte,  Joseph,  vii.  495 

—  Louis,  vii.  535 

—  Lucien,  vii.  885 

Bonaparte,  Napoleon,  the  artillery  lieutenant,  vii. 
289 ;  croflsing  the  Alps,  394 :  medal  struck  by,  to 
commemorate  the  invasion  of  England,  433 ; 
coronation  of,  435;  statue  of,  by  Canova,  in 
Apsley  House,  viii.  50 

Boston,  FaneuU  Hall,  vi.  308 ;  plan  of,  338  ;  modal 
struck  to  commemorate  the  evacuation  of,  ob- 
verse. 353 ;  reverse,  368 

Boswell,  James,  vii.  86 

Boulogne,  viL  415 

Boulton,  Matthew,  vii.  62 

Boulton  and  Watt's  works  at  Soho,  1798,  vii.  62 

BoydeU,  viL  79 


Bi-amber  Castle,  viii.  301 
Bridge,  Waterloo,  viii.  139 
Brissot,  vii.  277 
Britton,  Thomas,  v.  432 
Bnmswick,  duke  of,  vii.  2*23 
Buenos  Ayrcs,  vii.  486 
Bunker's  Hill,  vi.  857 
BtLstard,  thu  great,  viL  20 
Bute,  earl  of,  vi.  244 


Calcutta,  monument  <m  the  site  of  the  Black  Hole, 

vi.  211 ;  view  of,  from  Fort  William,  223 
Calonne,  vii.  158 

Camden,  Chiu-les  Pratt,  lord,  vL  270 
Canal  aqueduct  over  the  Irwell,  vii.  40 ;  entrance 

to  the  timnel  at  Wuraley,  42 
Cape  at.  Vincont,  battle  off,  1797,  vii  832 
Carlisle  Castle,  vi.  143 
Carlton  House,  vii.  135  ;  levee  day,  5SS 
Caroline,  queen  of  Oeorg^e  II.,  vL  59 
Carpenters'  Hall,  vi.  345 
Ciirtwright,  Dr.  Edmund,  vii.  54 
Cave,  Edward,  vii.  83 
Charette,  vii.  295 
Chatham,  monument  to,  in  Westminster  Abbey,  vi. 

385 :  his  fit  in  the  House  of  Lords,  389 
Chevalier,  the  Young,  in  HighLuid  costume,  vL  121 ; 

house  in  which  he  lodged  at  Derby,  187 
Chinese  military  station,  viiL  450 
Ciudad  Rodrigo,  vii.  547 
Claremont,  viiL  92 

Cleopatra's  needle,  Alexandria^  vii.  411 
Clinton,  general,  vi.  411 
Cloth  market,  Leeds,  v.  27 
Coalbrook  Dale,  iron  bridge  at,  1775,  vii.  56 
Coffee-house,  the  Folly,  v.  58 
Coins : — 

crown  of  William  and  Mary,  v.  1 
shilling  of  ditto,  V.  173 

„  William  in.,  V.  192 
halifpenny  of  ditto,  v.  225 
crown,  1707,  v  329 
Wood's  Irish  halhionnies,  vi  52 
crown  of  George  11 ,  vi.  57 
first  coined  money  issued  by  the  United  States 
of  America,  vi.  369 
Column  in  La  Place  Venddme,  viii.  244 
Conciergerie,  Paris,  vii.  281 
Condorcet,  vii.  204 

Convention,  attack  on  the,  1794,  vii.  316 
Convent  of  the  Jacobins,  vii.  206 
Convocation,  or  Chapter  House,  St.  Patd's,  ▼.  72 
Conway,  general,  vi.  269 
Copenhagen,  vii.  397 
Coram,  captain  Thomas,  vii.  118 
Comwallis,  lord,  vi.  412 
Coronation  of  George  III.,  vL  248 ;  of  Napoleon,  vii. 

435 
Costume : — 

commonalty,  1689-1714,  v.  58 
of  the  higher  classes,  temp.  William  and  Mary, 
V.  61 
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WmianiIII.'s,v.l44,28» 

of  queen  Mary,  v.  175  , 

petticoat,  temp.  George  II.,  417 

in  Hogarth's  pictures,  465.467.4W,  470,  471,  472 

Charles  Edward,  the  Pretender,  in  Highland, 
▼i.  121 

military,  tamp.  George  II.,  tL  140 

Scotsman  and  Frenchman,  vi.  150 

of  George  III.,  about  1770,  vL  322 

fashionable,  1760,  viL  08 
Cotton's  fishing  house  on  the  Dove,  ▼.  0 
Corerley,  sir  Itoger  de,  and  the  Spectator,  ▼.  410 
Craven  House,  Drury  Lane,  v.  44 
Crompton,  Samuel,  vii.  61 
CuUoden,  or  Drumoasie  Moor,  vi.  165 


Daittgk,  vii.  224 

Dartmouth,  lord,  vi.  836 

Deane,  Bilas,  vi.  364 

Desmoulins,  Camille,  viL  170 

Dettingen,  medal  to  commemorate  the  battle  of, 

vi.  104 
Devonshire,  Georgiana,  duehesa  of,  vii.  144 
Doddington,  George  Bubb,  vi.  188 
Dublin,  the  Castle,  vii.  861 ;  the  Parliament  House 

(now  the  Bank),  876 
Dumouriez,  viL  233 
Dunblane,  medal  struck  to  commemorate  the  battle 

of.  vi.  18 
Durham  Oz,  vii.  30 


Eakthquxkk  at  Lisbon ;  ruin  of  Si.  Paul's,  vi.  210 
East  India  House,  1726,  v.  34 
Eddystone  Lighthoiise,  erected  1696,  v.  11 
Edinburgh,  Parliament  House  and  Square,  v.  212 
Elephant,  Warren  Hastings',  vii.  123 
Elizabeth  Castle,  Jersey,  1780.  vi.  417 
Exchange  RoyaJ,  1817,  viii  72 

PiLLKIRK,  vi.  155 

Fancuil  Hall,  BoMon,  vi.  908 

Farmer's  kitchen  of  the  beginning  of  the  last  oen- 

tuiy,  V.  48 
Federation,  Fdte  of  the,  vii.  180 
Finsbury  Fields,  temp.  Elit,  viii.  807 
Fleet  ditch,  v.  433 
Forth,  the,  from  Gambuakenneth  Abbey ;  Stirling 

in  tne  distance,  vi.  127 
Fox,  Henry,  vi.  199 
Francis,  sir  Philip,  vi.  334 
Franklin,  medal  of,  vi.  281 
Frederick- William  III.  of  Pruaaia,  vii,  477  :  queen 

of,  476 


Gang  of  prisonors  being  conveyed  to  trial,  18th  cen- 

ttuy,  vii.  117 
Garrlck,  viii.  99 ;  as  Macbeth,  100 
George  I.,  great  seal  of,  vi.  1 ;  Sophia  of  Zell,  wife 

of,  3 ;  arms  of,  38 
Geoi<ge  II.,  petticoat  in  time  of,  v.  417 ;  crown  of, 

vi.  57 ;  queen  Caroline,  59 ;  autograph  of,  88 
Geoiige  III.,  great  seal,  purse,  and  mace  of,  vi.  241 ; 
coronation  of,  248 ;  as  he  usually  appeared  about 
1770,  322 
George  IV.,  portrait  of,  when  prince  of  Wales,  vii. 

214 
Germaipe,  lord  George,  vi.  360 
Gibraltar,  v.  290 ;  bay  and  straits  of,  vi,  453 
Glenooe,  v.  130 
Grafton,  duke  of,  vl.  389 
Granby,  John,  marquess  of,  vi.  250 
Great  SeaL 

of  William  and  Mary,  v.  65 
of  William  I IL,v.  176 
of  Anne,  v.  257 

„        after  the  union,  v.  817 
,,        reverse  of  same,  v.  321 
of  George  I.,  vi.  1 
of  George  III.  vi.  241 
Greenwich,  lloyal  Observatory,  v.  62 
Grenville,  George,  vi.  259 
Gulliver,  v.  445 


Gun  in  the  Tower,  recovered  from  the 

George,"  vl.  455 
Gwalior,  fortress  of,  vii,  129 


'Royal 


Hahfton  Court  Palace,  v.  103 

Hancock,  John,  vi.  342 

Hanway,  Jonas,  vii.  119 

Hastings,  Warren,  elephant  of,  vii.   123;  portrait 

of,  128 
Havannah,  storming  of,  vi.  255 
HerschelPs  great  telescope  at  Slough,  viii.  130 
HiU  Fortress,  India,  viii.  212 
Hindoo  girl  spiiming  cotton,  vii.  53 
Hogarth,  his  pictures  of — 

the  Rakers  Levee,  v.  465 

the  Dravman,  v.  467 

Eniagea  Musician,  ib. 

Cockpit,  V.  469 

Highwayman  in  the  gaming  house,  v.  470 

Marriage-ii-li^mode,  v.  471 

Election  scene,  v.  472 

Examination  of  the  warden  of  the  fleet,  vi.  65 

Selection  frT>m  his  March  toFinchley,  vL  140, 150 

the  prince  and  princess  of  Wales  viewing  the 
lord  mayor's  show,  1750,  vi.  177 

Willing  Recmit  of  1756,  vi.  212 

Caricature  portrait  of  Wilkes  hy.  vi.  266 
Holwood  House.  Hayes.  Kent,  vi  277 
Horse  Guards,  Old,  St  James's  Park,  vi.  28 
Hotel  de  ViUe,  Paris,  vii.  217 
Uougoumont,  gateway  of  farmyard  from  the  inte- 
rior, viii.  20 ;  exterior  of  carden  wall,  33 
House  in  which  Charles  Eaward  Stuart  lodg«d  at 

Derby,  vi.  136,  187 
House  of  Commons  in  the  time  of  sir  R.  Walpole. 

vi.  75 
House  of  Lords,  vi.  303 ;  Chatham's  fit  in  the.  380 
Houses  of  Parliament,  plan  showing  the  extent  of 

fire  in  the,  1834,  viii.  350 
Howe's  victory  of  June  1,  1794,  vii.  297 
Hudson  River,  west  bonk,  with  tlie  encampment  of 

gen.  Burgoyne's  army.  Sept  20,  1777,  vi.  379 
Hudson's  Bay  Company's  House,  Fenchurch  Street, 

V.  40 
Husbandry  implements,  v.  52 
Hyder  Ali,  vi.  833 


IBON  bridge,  Coalbrook  Dale,  1775,  vii.  56 


JEWEBflOK,  Thomas,  vL  424 

Jomappes,  vii.  237 

Jersey,  Elisabeth  Castle,  1780,  vL  417 

Jersey-wheels,  old,  with  handcards  and  bobbins  of 

rovings,  vii.  45 
Jones,  Paul,  vi.  398 


Keppel,  admiral,  vi.  804 

Kew,  garden  front  of  the  old  palooe,  vL  258 

Kosciusko,  vii.  314 


La  Fayette,  vi.  377 

Lake,  general,  vii.  457 

Lamp,  safety,  viii.  131 

Landau,  plan  of,  v.  286 

Leadmine  of  Odin  in  Derbyshire,  entrance  of,  v.  10 

Leeds,  cloth  market  at,  v.  27 

Lille,  medal  to  commemorate  the  surrender  of,  v. 
341 ;  l>ombardment  of,  1792,  vii.  236 

Limerick,  v.  113 

LisboiL  earthquake  at :  ruin  of  St  Paul's,  vi.  210 ; 
woodcut  of,  vii.  614 

London,  East  India  House,  1726.  v.  84 ;  Hudson's 
I^y  Company's  House,  Fenchurch  Street,  40; 
Craven  House,  Drury  Lone,  44 ;  the  Folly 
coffee  house,  58 ;  convocation  or  chapter  house, 
St  Paul's,  72  ;  sir  Isaac  NevHon's  house, 
near  Leicester  Square,  184;  plan  of  St  Paxil's 
Cathedral,  201 ;  ancient  manor  house,  Vaux- 
hull,  411;  Fleet  ditch,  433;  tomb  of  Wren.  446; 
original  plan  of  St  Paul's,  451;  St  Stephen's, 
Walbrook,  453 ;  Old  College  of  Physicians,  1841, 
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455 ;  St.  Martin's  church,  457 ;  Old  Horse  Guards, 
8t  James's  Park,  vi.  23 ;  the  Treasury,  from  St 
James's  Park,  77;  PoU  MaU.  1740,  91 ;  the  Admi- 
mltv  as  it  appeared  before  Aduns'  screen  was 
built,  97:  the  lord  mayor's  show  1750,  177; 
surgeons'  theatre  in  the  Old  Bailey,  190 ;  monu- 
ment to  Chatham  in  Westminster  Abbey,  885 ; 
riots  of,  400 ;  monument  of  lord  Rodney  in  St. 
Paul's  Cathedral,  431 ;  Old  Academy  in  St.  Mar- 
tin's lane,  vii.  65 ;  Bonk  of  England,  as  altered  by 
sir  R  Taylor,  80;  the  Quadrangle,  Somerset 
Mouse,  81 ;  White  Conduit  House,  1749,  90  ;  Rane- 
lagh  Gardens,  Rotunda,  Ac.,  1751,  97 ;  tomb  of 
Nelson,  St  Paul's,  449;  Royal  Exchange,  1817, 
viii.  72  ;  Waterloo  Bridge.  189 ;  Bank  of  ^igland, 
N.  W.  view,  143 ;  Waterloo  Place,  leading  towards 
Regent  Street,  145  ;  Finsbury  Fields,  temp.  Ells., 
807 ;  plan  showing  the  extent  of  the  fire  in  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  1834,  850:  University 
College,  Gower  Street,  350;  plan  of  eight  miles 
round  St  Paul's,  38S 

Lord  Mayor's  show,  prince  and  princess  of  Wales 
viewing  the,  1750,  vl.  177 

Lords,  House  of,  vi.  303 ;  Chatham's  fit  in  the,  889 

LoughTxnrough,  lord,  vii.  244 

Loun  XIV.,  medal  of,  v.  81;  king  and  court  at 
Versailles,  161 

Loulfl  XVL,  viL  156;  his  arrival  at  Paris  fW>m 
Versailles,  180 ;  his  detention  at  Varennes,  199  ; 
conveyed  prisoner  to  the  Temple,  227 ;  execution 
of.  258 

Louis  Philippe,  Due  de  Chartres,  vii.  234 

L'Ouverture.  Toussaint,  vii.  410 

Lyon,  siege  of,  vii.  285 


MacDokald,  Flora,  vi.  176 

Madras,  Fort  St.  George,  vi.  202 

Madrid,  vu.  492 

Malta,  vii.  852 

Marat,  vii.  275 

Marie- Antoinette,  vii  165 

Mary  (queen  of  William  III.),  medal  struck  to  com- 
memorate the  conduct  of,  after  the  defeat  at 
Boachy  Head,  June,  1690,  v.  Ill ;  costume  of,  175 

Medal,  of  Louis  XIV. ,  v.  81 ;  struck  to  commemorate 
the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  95  ;  struck  in  honour  of 
queen  Mary's  conduct  after  the  defeat  of  the 
£aglish  and  Dutch  fleets  in  the  Channel,  Juno, 
1690.  Ill ;  Marlborough  and  Eugene,  273  ;  battle 
of  Blenheim,  284 ;  to  commemorate  the  battle  of 
Ramillies,  301 ;  and  that  of  Oudenarde,  338 ;  the 
surrender  of  Lille,  341 ;  of  Peter  and  Catherine  of 
Russia,  845  ;  in  honour  of  Dr.  Sacheverel,  obverse 
and  reverse,  347,  859  ;  struck  to  commemorate  the 
battle  of  Dunblane,  vi.  18 ;  the  capture  of  Porto 
Bello  by  admiral  Vomon,  89;  to  commemorate 
the  battle  of  Dettingon,  104 ;  battle  of  Minden, 
obverse  and  reverse,  235 ;  Hawke's  victory  in 
Quiberon  Bay,  obvorao-and  reverse,  230 ;  of  Frank- 
lin, 281 ;  of  lord  North,  348 ;  struck  by  order  of 
the  American  Congress  to  commemorate  the 
evacuation  of  Boston,  obverse,  353 ;  reverse  of  the 
same,  863 ;  intended  by  Napoleon  to  commemo- 
rate the  invasion  of  Englana,  vii.  433  ;  struck  on 
the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  475 

Mhiden,  medal  to  commemorate  the  battle  of, 
obverse  and  reverse,  vi.  235 

Minuet,  a,  vii  101 

Mlrabeau,  vii.  169 

Montmartra,  viii.  38 

Moore,  sir  John,  vii.  504 

Mysorean  cavalry,  vii.  131 


Namtr,  v.  146 

Nantes,  attack  on,  by  the  Vendeans,  vii.  296 

National  Assembly,  hall  of  the,  at  Versailles,  vii.  178 

Necker,  viL  164 

Nelson,  Horatio,  tomb  of,  vii.  449 

Newcastle,  T  P.  Holies,  duke  of,  vi.  197 

Newport,  Rhode  Island,  vi.  892 

Newton,  sir  Isaac,  house  of,  near  Leicester-square, 

V.  184  ;  statue  of,  460 
New  York,  from  Long  Island,  vl,  870 
New  Zealand,  view  in,  vU.  262 


Nile,  battle  of  the,  1798,  vii.  308 

Nimeguen,  vii.  151 

North,  lord,  vi  306  ;  medal  of.  348 


Oporto,  vii.  511 
Orleans,  Due  d',  vii  251 

Oudenarde,  medal  to  commemorate  the  victory  of, 
V.  539 


Paine,  Thomas,  vii  203 

Palais  Royal,  vii.  181 

Pali-Mall,  about  1740,  vi.  91 

Parliament  House  and  Square,  Edinburgh,  v.  212 ; 

Parliament  House  (now  the  BankX  Dublin,  vii. 

376;  Housesof  Parliament,  London,  plan  showing 

the  extent  of  fire  in  the,  1834,  vtii  860 
Peter  and  Catherine  of  Russia,  medal  of,  v.  346 
Petion,  vii.  221 
Philadelphia,  vi.  878 
Pichegru,  vii.  818 

Pope,  entrance  to  his  grotto,  v.  401 
Preston  Tower,  vi.  181 
Printing  machine,  viii.  182 
Prisoners,  gang  o^  being  conveyed  to  trial,  18th 

oenttuy,  vii.  117     • 
Putoam,  general,  vi.  855 
Pyramids,  batUe  of  the,  1798,  vii.  846 


Quiberon  Bav,  medal  to  commemorate  Hawke's 
victory  in,  obverse  and  reverse,  vi.  335 


Ramillies,  medal  to  commemorate  the  battle  of, 

V.  801 
Ranelagh  Gardens,  Rotunda,  1751,  vii.  97 
Rawdon,  lord,  vi.  413 
Recruit,  the  Willing,  1766,  vi.  212 
Regalia,  Scottish  crown,  v.  811 ;  sword  and  sceptres, 

812 :  groat  seal,  purse,  and  mace,  of  George  III., 

vi.  241 
Rovolutlona;^  tribunal,  vii.  278 
Revolution,  French,  of  1830,  scenes  at  Paris  during 

the,  viii  253,256 
Robespierre,  vii  808 

Rochejaquelin,  count  Henri  de  la,  vii.  894 
Rockingham,  Charles,  marquess  of,  vi.  275 
Rodney,  lord,  monument  to,  in  St  Paul's  (Cathedral, 

vi.  431 
Roland,  modame,  vii.  218 
Rowe,  V.  485 

Royal  Academicians,  1778,  vii.  71 
Royal  Exchange,  1817,  viii.  72 
Royal  Observatory,  Greenwich,  v.  62 


Sacrbvbrbl,  Dr.,  medal  in  honour  of,  obverse,  v. 

347  ;  and  reverse,  859 
Safety  lamp,  viii.  181 
Saib  Tippoo,  vii.  184 
St  Cloud,— Les  Hauteurs,  vii  192 
St  Denis,  Paris  in  the  distance,  viii.  88 


St.  Germains,  palace  of,  v.  79 
St  Martin's  (^lurch,  v.  457 


St  Paul's  Cathedral  plan  of,  v.  201 :  original  plan 

of,  451 
St  Stephen's,  Walbrook,  v.  453 
Salamanca,  vii  562 
San  Sebastian,  vii.  560 
Scotland,  crown  of,  v.  311 ;  sword  and  sceptres  of 

812 
Scotsman  and  Frenchman,  vi.  150 
Sepoys,  vU.  462 
Soringapatam,  vii  256 
Setou  House,  vi.  11 
Sheep,  Leicester,  vii  18 ;   South  Down  ram,  17 : 

Exmoor  ram,  24;   Welsh  sheep,  25;    black-faced 

Scotch  sheep,  34 
Shelbume,  lord,  vi  449 
Sheridan,  vi.  436 
Si))y«s.  abb^,  vii  168 
Signatures.    See  Autographs 
Slave-trade,  medal  etruck  on  the  abolition  of  the, 

vii.  475 
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Smith,  sir  Sidney,  vii.  380 

Smr)llett,  Tobias,  vii.  89 

Somerset  House,  London,  the  quadrangle  of,  vii.  81 

Sophia  of  Zoll,  wife  of  Geoi-gc  1.,  vi.  3 

South  Sea  House,  vi.  39 

Spinning-machine,  Arkwright's  watcr-fraiiio,  vii.  4S 

Stael,  madame  de.  vii.  398 

Stanhope,  earl,  vii.  305 

Stat©  coaches  used  in  1713  in  the  procession  to  St. 

Paul's.  V.  391 
Stitue  of  Newton,  v.  460  ;  of  Washington,  vi.  403  ; 

of  Watt,  vii.    64 ;    of  Bonaparte^    by   Cimova, 

viu.  50 
Strutt,  Jedediah,  vii.  47 
Stuiirts,  monument  to  the,  in  St.  Peter's,  Rome,  by 

Cflinova,  vi.  100  J 

Surgeons'  theatre,  Old  Bailey,  vi.  190 
Sydenham,  v.  51 


Talleyrand,  vii.  209 

Telescope,  Herschell's  gi'eat,  at  Slough,  vlii.  titO 

Temple,  lord,  vi.  227 

Temple,  Paris,  vii.  241 

Thistle,  collar  of  the  order  of  the,  v.  S27 

Thurlow,  lord,  vii.  140 

Ticonderoga,  vi.  350 

Tomb  of  Wren,  v.  446 ;  of  Nelson,  vii.  440 

Tomline,  bishop,  vii.  139 

Tooke,  Home,  vii.  302 

Toulouse,  vii.  570 

Toumay,  v.  344 

Townshend,  Thomas,  junior,  vi.  393 

Treasury,  from  St.  James's  Park,  vi.  77 

'lYinchinopoly,  vi.  204 

Tuileries,  attack  on  the,  Aug.  10,  1792,  vii.  S'JO 

Turkish  troops,  vi.  32(j 


Ulm,  vii.  444 

Union,  great  seal  after  the,  v.  317 


University  College,  Gower  Street,  viii  356 
Utrecht,  v.  801 


Vanbruom,  sir  John,  v.  305 
Vauxholl,  ancient  manor  bouse,  ▼.  411 

Walpole,  Horace,  vL  108;  after  Muntz.  viL  102 

Warbnrton,  v.  438 

Washington,  statue  of,  vi.  463 

Watchmen,  18th  century,  vii.  116 

Waterloo  Place,  leading  towards  llegent  Stxeet,  vili. 

145 
Watt,  James,  statue  of ,  vii.  64  • 

Wedgwood,  Josiah,  vii.  57 
West,  Benjamin,  vii.  74 
White  Conduit  House,  1749,  vii.  96 
Whitworth,  lord,  vii,  420 
Wilberforoe,  vii.  143 
Wilkes,  caricatiuv  portrait  of,  vL  366 
William  and  Mary,  great  seal  of,  v.  Oo ;  shilling  of, 

173 
William  III.,  arms  of,  v.  69;    autograph  of,  78; 

crossing  the  Boyne,  109 ;   portrait  of,  144 :  great 

seal  of,  1Z6 ;   shilling  of,  192 ;  halfpenny  of,  226  ; 

costume  of,  239 
Windham,  vii.  320 
Wood's  Irish  halfpennies,  vi.  53 
Wren,  tomb  of,  v.  466 :   original  plan  of  St.  Paul's, 

451 :  St.  Stephen's,  Walbrook,  453 
Wyoming,  vale  of;  vi  395 


York  Town,  America,  vi.  427 


Zaragoza,  vii.  501 

Zofifany's  pictiu?e  of  the  Royal  Academician.^  1773, 
vii.  71 


THE  END. 
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